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The  Preface 


THE  natural  increafe  of  people  upon 
the   Britiih   continent    of  North- 
America  is  fo  great  as  to  make  it  highly 
1  probable  that  in  a  few  generations  more 
1  a  mighty  Empire  will  be  formed  there. 

The  rife  and  progrefs  of  the  feveral 
Colonies,  of  which  this  Empire  will  be 
conftituted,  will  be  fubjecls  of  entertain- 
ment for  fpeculative  and  ingenious  minds 
in  diftant  aces. 

He  who  refcues  from  oblivion  intereft- 

!  ing  hidciicalfafts  is  beneficial  to  poftericy 

'  as  well  as  to  his  contemporaries,  and  the 

profpeft    thereof    to    a    benevolent    mind 

'  caufes  that    em.ployment  to  be  agreeable 

I  and  pleafant  which  otherwife  would  be  irk- 

fene  and  painful. 

The 


(     ii     ) 

The  papers  of  which  this  volume  confifts 
are  intended  to  fupport  and  elucidate  the 
principal  fafts  related  in  the  firft  pare 
of  the  Hiftoiy  of  Maflachufets-Bay,  and 
may  ferve  as   an  Appendix  to  it. 

The  author  of  that  Hiftory  was  poflefled 
of  many  other  ancient  and  very  curious 
original  papers,  which  are  irrecoverably  loft 
by  an  unfortunate  event,  fufEciently  known. 

If  this   CoUeftion  fhall  be  favourably 
received,  another   volume  of  Papers    will 
probably  be  publifhed,  to  ferve  as  an  Ap-i 
pendix   to  the  fecond  part  of  the  fame 
Hiftory. 
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CoLLECTON  of  Papers 

Relative  to  Mallachufets-Bay. 
Maflachufets  Colony  Charcer."^ 

CHARLES  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England 
Scorland,  France  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c. 

To  all   to  whom  thefe  Prefents  fhall  come,  Greetings 

WHEREAS  our  mod  deare  and  royal  Father  King 
James  of  bleifed  memory,  by  his  Highnefs's 
letters  patents  beareing  dateat  Weflminlfer  the 
third  day  of  November,  in  the  eighteenth  year 
of  his  reign,  hath  given  and  granted  unto  the  Councel  efta" 
blifhed  at  Plymouth  in  rhe  county  of  Devon,  for  the  plant- 
ing, ruling,  ordering  and  governing  of  Mew-England  in 
America,and  to  their  heirs  fucceflburs  and  aifignes  for  ever: 
All  that  part  of  America  lying  and  being  in  breadth  from 
fourty  degrees  of  northerly  latitude  from  the  equinoxtiall 
line,  to  fourty  eight  degrees  of  the  faid  northerly  latitude 
inclufively,3nd  in  length  of  and  within  all  the  breadth  afore- 
faid  throughout  the  maine  lands  from  fea  to  fea,  together 
alfo  with  all  the  firme  lands,  foyles,  grounds,  havens,  ports, 
rivers,  waters,  fifliing,  mines  and  mineralls,  as  well  royall 
mines  of  gould  and   filver,  as  other  mines  and  mineralls, 

B  precious 

*  This  Hrft  Charter  of  the  MalTachufets  Colony  has  never  been 
printed.  There  are  very  few  Manufcrlpt  Copies  of  k.  Thofe 
'Are  liable  to  fo  many  accidents  that  it  is  thought  proper  to  pub- 
i'lih  it  as  the  moft  likgly  means  of  preventing  h's  beirg  irrs^ 

covsrably  iaft. 
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precious  flones,  quarries,  and  all  and  fingular  other  com- 
modities, jurifdi£lions,  privileges,  franchifes  and  prehemi- 
nences  both  within  the  faid  traft  of  land  upon  the  mainc, 
and  alfo  within  the  illands  and  fcas  adjoining.  Provided 
always  that  the  faid  iilands  or  any  the  premifTes  by  the  faid 
letters  patent  Intended  and  meant  to  be  granted  were  not 
then  adlnally  poflefled  or  inhabited  by  any  other  ehridian 
prince,  or  (late,  nor  within  the  bounds  limits  or  territories 
of  the  fouthern  colonies  then  before  granted  by  our  faid 
deare  father  to  be  planted  by  fuch  of  his  loving  fubje6ls  ia 
the  fouthern  parts.  To  have  and  to  hold  polTefs  and  en- 
joy all  and  fmgular  the  aforefaid  continent,  Iands,territories, 
iflands,  hereditaments  and  precinfts,  feas,  waters,  fifhings, 
with  all  and  all  manner  their  commodities,royalries,liberries, 
prehemincnces,and  profits  that  (liould  from  thenceforth  arife 
from  theiice  with  all  and  fmgulaf  their  appurtenances,  and 
every  part  and  parcel  thereof, unto  thefaidCouncel,and  their 
fuccefibrs  and  aflignes  for  ever,  to  the  fole  and  proper  ufe^ 
benefit  andbehoof  of  themthefaidCouncel  and  their  fuccef* 
fors  and  afTiQ^ncs  forever  :  To  be  houlden  of  our  faid  moil 

o 

dear  and  royal  Father,his  heirs  and fucceflbrs,  as  of  his  man- 
nor  of  Eafl-Greenwich  in  the  county  of  Kent,  in  free  and 
common  foccage,  and  not  in  Capite  nor  by  knights  fervice. 
Yielding  and  paying  therefore  to  the  faid  late  King,  his 
heirs  and  fucceffors  the  fifth  part  of  the  oare  df  gould  and 
filver  which  fliould  from  time  to  time  and  at  all  times  then- 
after  happen  to  be  found,  gotten,  had  and  obtained  in,  at, 
or  within  any  of  the  faid  lands,  limits,  territories  and  pre- 
cinfts,  or  in  or  within  any  part  or  parcel  thereof,  for  or  in 
refpecftof  all  and  all  manner  of  duties,  demands  and  fervices 
whatroever  to  be  done  made  or  paid  to  our  faid  dearFather 
the  lateKing,  his  heirs  and  fuccelTors ;  as  in  and  by  the  faid 
letters  patent  (amongft  fundry  other  claufes,  powers,  privi- 
leges and  grants  therein  contained)  more  at  large  appeareth* 
And  whereas  the  faid  Councel  eilabliflied  at  Plymouth  in 
the  county  of  Devon,  for  the  planting,  ruling,  ordering 
and  governing  of  New-  England  in  America,  have  by  their 
deed  indented  under  their  common  feal,  bearing  date  the 
nineteenth  day  of  March  lad  pad,  in  the  third  year  of  our 

reigti, 
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reign,  given,  granted,  bargained,  fold,  enfeoffed,  aliened 
and  confirmed  to  Sir  Henry  Rofewcll,  Sir  John  Young, 
knights,  Thomas  Southcott,  John  Humphrey,  John  En- 
dicott  and  Symon  Whetcomb,  their  heirs  and  aflbciates 
forever,  all  that  part  of  New- England  in  America  afore- 
faid  which  lieth  and  extendeth  between  a  great  river  there 
commonly  called  Monomack,  alias  Merrimack,  and  a  cer- 
tain other  river  there  called  Charles  river,  being  the  bot- 
tom of  a  certain  bay  there  commonly  called  MalTachufetts, 
alias  Mattachufetts,  alias  Maffatufetts  bay,  and  alfo  all  and 
fmgular  thofe  lands  and  hereditaments  whatfcever  lying 
and  being  within  the  fpace  of  three  Englifh  miles  on  the 
fouth  part  of  the  faid  Charles  river,  or  o(  any  or  every 
part  thereof,  and  alfo  all  and  fingular  the  lands  and  here- 
ditaments whatfoever,  lying  and  being  within  the  fpace  of 
three  Englifh  miles  to  the  fouthward  of  the  fouthermoft 
part  of  the  fard  bay  called  MaiTachufetts,  alias  Mattachu- 
fetts,  alias  Maffatufetts  bay,  and  alfo  all  thofe  lands  and 
hereditaments  which  lye  and  be  within  the  fpace  of  three 
Englifli  miles  to  the  northward  of  the  faid  river  called 
Monomack,  alias  Merrimack,  or  to  the  northward  of  any 
and  every  part  thereof,  and  all  lands  and  hereditaments 
whatfoever,  lying  wiihin  the  limits  aforefaid,  north  and 
fouth,  in  latitude  and  breadth,  and  in  length  and  longitude^ 
of  and  within  all  the  breadth  aforefaid,  throughout  the 
main  lands  there,  from  the  Atlantick  and  weftern  fea  and 
ocean  on  the  eail:  part  to  the  fouth  fea  on  the  weft  parr, 
and  all  lands  and  grounds,  place  and  places,  foils,  wood  and 
wood  grounds,  havens,  ports,  rivers,  waters,  fifliing  and 
hereditaments  whatfoever,  lying  within  the  faid  bounds 
and  limits,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  and  alfo  all 
iflands  lying  in  America  aforefaid  in  the  faid  feas  or  either 
of  them  on  the  wefterne  or  eaflerne  coafls  or  parts  of  the 
faid  tracfls  of  lands  by  the  faid  indenture  mentioned  to  be 
given,  granted,  bargained,  fold,  enfeoffed,  aliened  and  con- 
firmed or  any  of  them  :  And  alfo  all  mines  and  mineralls, 
as  well  royall  mines  ofgould  andfilver,  asother  mines  and 
mineralls  whatfoever  in  the  faid  lands  and  premifftscr  any 
part  thereof :  And  alljurifdiiftions,  rights, royalties,  liberties, 

B  2  freedom?^ 
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freedoms,  immunities,  priviledges,  franchifes,  prehemincn-* 
cies,  and  commodiries  whatfoever,  v;hich  they  the  laid  Coun- 
cel  eftabliflied  at  Plymouth  in  the  county  cf  Devon  for  the 
planting  ruling  ordering  and  governing  of  New- England 
in  America  then  had  or  might  ufe  exercife  or  enjoy,  in 
and  within  the  faid  lands  and  premiiles  by  the  hid  indenture 
mentioned  to  be  given,  granted,  bargained,  fould,  enfeoffed 
and  confiimeJ,  or  in  or  wirhin  any  part  or  parcel  thereof. 
To  have  and  to  hould  the  faid  part  of  New-England  in 
America  which  lyeih  and  extends  and  is  abutted  as 
aforefaid.  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof  ;  And  all 
the  faid  iilands,  rivers,  ports,  havens,  waters,  fafhings,  mines 
and  minerals,  jurifdi6lions,  franchifes,  royalties,  liberties, 
priviledges,  commoJities,  hereditaments  and  premilTes  what- 
foever,  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  faid  Sir  Henry 
Rolewell,  Sir  JohnYounge,  ThomasSouthcott,  JohnHum- 
frey,John  Endecott  and  Sym.on  Whercomb,  their  heirs  and 
airignes,and  their  alTcciateSjto  the  only  proper  and  abfolute 
ufe  and  behoof  of  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John 
Younge,  Thomas  Scuthcott,  John  Humfrey,  John  En- 
decott and  SynionWfercomb,  their  heires  and  affignes,  and 
aiTociates  forevermore.  To  be  houlden  of  us,our  heirs  and 
fucceffors,as  of  our  mannor  of  EallG.reenwich  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Kent,  in  free  and  common  foccage,  and  not  in  Capite, 
nor  by  knights  fervice,  yielding  and  paying  therefore  unto 
us,  cur  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  the  fifth  part  of  the  oare  of 
gould  and  filver  which  fnall  from  time  to  time  and  at  all 
times  hereafter  happen  to  be  found,  gotten,  had  and  ob- 
tained, in  any  of  the  faid  lands  within  the  faid  linriits,  or  in 
or  within  any  part  thereof,  for  and  in  fatisfaction  of  all 
manner  of  duties,  demands  and  fervices  whatfoevcr,  to  be 
done,  m^de  or  paid  to  us,  our  heirs  or  fuccelfors,  as  in  and 
by  the  faid  recited  indenture  more  at  lardge  may  appear. 
Now  know  ye,  that  w-e,  at  the  humble  fuite  and  petition 
of  the  faid  Sir  Henry  RofeVv'ell,  Sir  John  Younge,ThGmas 
Scuthcott,  John  Humfrey,  John  Endecotr  and  Symon 
Whetcomb,  and  of  others  whom  they  have  aflociatedunto 
them,  Have,  for  divers  good  caufe^  and  confiderations  us 
moving,  granted  and  confirmed,  and   by  ihcfe  prefents  of 

our 
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our  efpeciall  grace,  certain  knowledge  and  meerc  motion 
do  grant  and  confirm  unto  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Rofewell, 
Sir  John  Younge,  Thomas  Southcotr,  John  Humfrey, 
John  Endecotr,  and  Simon  Whercombe,  and  to  their  aflb- 
ciates  hereafter  named  (videlicet)  Sir  Richard  Saltonftall 
Knt.  Ifciic  Johnfon,  Samuel  Alderfey,  JohnVen,  Mat- 
thewCraddcck,  GeorgeHarwood,  IncrealeNo\veli,Richard 
Perry,  Richard  Belliwgham,  Nathaniel  Wright,  Samuel 
VafTali,  Tneophiius  f.aron,  Thomas  GofFe,ThomasAdams, 
John  Browne, Samuel  Browne,  Thomia?  Huichins,  William 
Va/Tall,  William  Pinchon,  and  George  Foxcrort  their  heirs 
and  ailignes,  all  the  faid  part  of  New  England  in  America, 
lyeing  and  extending  betweene  the  bounds  and  limits  in 
the  faid  recited  indenture  expreffed,  and  all  lands  and 
grounds,  place  and  places,  foyles,  wood  and  wood  grounds, 
havens,  por:s,  rivers,  waters,  mines,  mineralls,  jurifdic- 
tions,  rights,  royalties,  liberties,  freedoms, immunities,  pri- 
viledges,  franchifes,  preheirdnences,  heredi'aments  and 
commodities  whatlbever  to  them  the  faid  Sir  HenryRofe- 
well.  Sir  John  Younge,  Thomas  Southcott,  John  Hiim- 
frey,  Johh  Endecotr  and  Simon  Whetcombe,  their  heirs 
and  aliignes,  and  to  their  affjciates  by  the  faid  recited  in- 
denture given  granted  bargained  fould  enfeoffed  aliened 
and  confirmed,  or  mentioned  or  intended  thereby  to  be 
given  granted  bargained  fould  enfeoffed  aliened  and  con- 
fArraed.  To  have  and  to  hould  the  faid  part  of  New  Eng- 
land in  America  and  other  the  premiffes  hereby  mentioned 
to  be  granted  and  confirmed  and  every  part  or  parcell 
thereof  with  the  appurtenances  unto  the  faid  Sir  Henry 
Rofewell,  Sir  John  Younge,  Sir  Richard  Saltonllall,  Tho- 
mas Southcott,  John  Humfrey,  John  Endecott,  Symoa 
W^hetcombe,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel  Alderfey,  John  Yen, 
Matthew  Craddock,  George  Ha r wood,  Increafe  Nowell, 
Richard  Perry,  Richard  Bellingham,  Nathaniel  Wright,, 
Sam.uel  Vaffail,  Theophilus  Eaton,  Thomas  Goffe,  Tho- 
mas Adams,  John  Browne,  Samuel  Browne,  Thomas 
Hutchins,  William  Vaficill,  William  Pinchon,  and  George 
Foxcrott^  their  heirs  and  affignes  for  ever,  to  their  only 
,  proper  ^nd  ablbluc^ufe  and  behoofefq'  eYerinore.  To  be 
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houlden  of  us  our  heirs  and  fucceflburs  as  of  our  manner 
of  Eaft  Greenwich  aforefaid  in  free  and  common  foccagc^ 
and  not  in  Capite  nor  by  knights  fervice,  and  alfo  yielding^ 
and  paying  therefore  to  us  our  heirs  and  fucccffours  the 
fifth  part  only  of  all  oare  of  gould  and  filver,  which  from 
time  to  time  and  at  all  times  hereafter  Ihall  be  there 
gotten,  had  or  obtained,  for  all  fervices,  exa6lions  and  de- 
mands whatfoever,  according  to  the  tenure  and  refervatioa 
in  the  faid  recited  indenture  expreffed.  And  further 
know  ye  that  of  our  more  efpeciall  grace,  certain  know- 
ledge and  meere  motion  we  have  given  and  granted,  arid 
by  thefe  prefents  do  for  us  our  heirs  and  fucccffours  give 
end  grant  unto  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John 
Younge,  Sir  Richard  Saltonftall,  Thomas  Southcott,  John 
Humfrey,  John  Endecott,  Simon  Whetcombe,  Ifaac  John- 
fon,  Samuel  Alderfcy,  John  Yen,  Mattew  Craddock, 
George  Harwood,Increafe  Nowell,R.ichard  Perry,  Richard 
Beliingham,  Nathaniel  Wright,  Samuel  Vaffall,  Theophi- 
lus  Eaton,  Thomas  Goffe,  Thomas  Adams,  John  Browne, 
Samuel  Browne,  Thomas  Hutchiqs,  William  Vaffall,  Wil- 
liam Pinchon,  and  GeorgeFoxcroft,  their  heirs  and  affignes, 
all  that  part  of  New- England  in/\merica  which  lies  and  ex- 
tends betv.'een  a  great  river  there  commonly  called  Mo*- 
nomack  river,  alias  Merry  mack  river,  and  a  certain  other 
river  there  calledCharles  river.being  in  the  bottom  of  a  cer- 
tain bay  there  commonly  called  Maffacbufers,  alias  Matta- 
chufets,  alias  Maffarufets  bay,and  alfo  all  and  fmgular  thofe 
lands  and  hereditaments  whatfoever  lying  within  the  fpace 
of  three  Engliili  miles  on  the  fouth  part  of  the  faid  river 
called  Charles  river,  or  of  any  or  every  part  thereof,  an4 
alfo  all  and  fmgular  the  lands  and  hereditaments  whaifo- 
*  ever  lyeing  and  being  within  the  fpace  of  three  Englifii 
miles  to  the  fouthward  of  the  fouthermofl  part  of  the  faid 
bay  called  Maffichufetts,  alias  Mattachufetts,  alias  Maffa- 
tufets  bay.  And  alfo  all  thofe  lands  and  hereditaments 
whatfoever  which  lye  and  be  within  the  fpace  of  three 
Englifh  miles  to  the  northward  of  the  faid  river  called  Mo- 
uomack  alias  Merrymack,  or  to  the  northward  of  any  and 
c\  cj-y  parr  thereof,  and  all  lands  and  hereditaments  what. 

forever 
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forever  lyeing  within  the  limits  aforefaid  north  and  fouth 
in  latitude  and  breadth,  and  in  length  and  longitude  of  and 
within  all  the  breadth  aforefaid  throughout  the  maine  lands 
there  from  the  Allan  tick  and  weftern  fea  and  ocean  on  the 
eaft  part,  to  the  fouth  fea  on  the  weft  parte,  and  all  lands  and 
grounds,  place  and  places,  foyles,  wood  and  wood  grounds, 
havens,  pons,  rivers,  waters  and  hereditaments  whatfoe- 
ver  lyeing  within  the  faid  bounds  and  limits  and  every  part 
and  parcel  thereof,  and  alfo  all  illands  in  America  aforefaid 
in  the  faid  feas  or  either  of  them  on  the  weflern  or  eaflern 
coafles,or  partes  of  the  faid  irafts  of  lands  hereby  mentioned 
to  be  given  or  granted  or  any  of  them,  and  all  mines  and 
mineralls  as  well  royall  mines  of  gould  and  filyer  as  other 
mines  and  mineralls  whatfoever  in  the  faid  lands  and  pre- 
mifles  or  any  part  thereof,  and  free  liberty  of  fifhing  in  oc 
within  any  the  rivers  or  waters  within  the  bounds  and 
limits  aforefaid  and  the  feas  thereunto  adjoining,  and  all 
filhes,  royal  fifties,  whales,  balan,  flurgeon,and  other  fifbes 
of  what  kind  or  nature  foever  thatihall  at  any  time  here- 
after be  taken  in  or  within  the  faid  feas  or  waters  or  any 
of  them,  by  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Rofewcll,  Sir  JohnYounge, 
Sir  Richard  SaltonCtali,  Thomas  Southcott,  JohnHumfrey, 
John  Endecott,SymonWhetcombe,  Ifaac  Johnfon,Samuei 
Alderfey,  John  Yen,  Matthew  Craddock,  George  Har- 
wood,  Increafe  Nowell,  R.ichard  Perry,  Richard  Belling^ 
ham,  NathanielWrighr,  Samuel  VafFall,  Theophijus  Eaton, 
Thomas  Goffe,  Thomas  Adams,  John  Browne,  Samuel 
Browne,  Thomas  Hutchins,  William  Vafiall,  William  Pin- 
chon,  and  George  Foxcroft  their  heirs  and  aHignes,  or  by 
any  other  perfon  or  perfons  whatfoever  there  inhabiting 
by  them  or  any  of  them  appointed  to  fi(h  therein.  Pro- 
vided always  that  if  the  faid  lands  iilands  or  any  other  tke 
premilTes  herein  before  mentioned,  and  by  thefe  prefents 
intended  and  meant  to  be  granted,  were  at  the  time  of 
the  granting  of  the  faid  former  letters  patents  dated  the 
third  day  of  November  in  the  eighteenth  yeare  of  our 
faid  deare  fathers  reigne  aforefaid  actually  pofTefTed  or  in- 
habited by  any  other  chriftian  prince  or  (late,  or  were 
within  the  bciinds,  limits,  or  territories  of  that  fouthern^ 

colonie 
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colonic  then  before  granted  by  our  fald  late  father  to  be 
planted  by  divers  of  his  loveingfubje^^.  in  the  fouth  parts 
of  America,  that  then  this  prefent  grant  (liall  not  extend 
to  any  fuch  parts  or  parcells  thereof,  fo  formerly  inhabite4 
or  lying  within  the  bounds  of  the  fouthern  plantation  as 
aforefaid,  but  as  to  thofe  parts  or  parcells  fo  poflefled  or 
inhabited  by  fuch  chrillian  prince  or  date,  or  being  within 
the  bounds  aforefaid,  (hall  be  utterly  voide,  ihefe  prefents 
or  any  thing  thcieia  contained   to  the  contrary  notwith- 
flanding.     To  have  and  to  hould,  pofTefs  and  enjoy  the 
faid  partsof  New-Englnnd  in  America,  which  lye,  extend 
and  are  abutted  as  aforefaid   and  every  part  and  parcel! 
thereof,  and  ail  the  iiiands,  rivers,  ports,   havens,  waters, 
fifliings,  fiihes,  mines,   minerals,  jurifdi(llions,  franchifes, 
royalties,  liberties,  priviledg::js,  commodities  and  premiiTes 
whatfoever,   with  the  appurtenances  unto  the  faid   Sir 
Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John  Younge,  Sir  Richard  Scdconflall, 
Thomas  Southcott,  John  Humfrey,  John  Endccotr,  Symon 
Whetcombe,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel  olderfey,  John  Ven,, 
Matthew  Craddock,  George  Flaruood,  Increafe  Nowell, 
Richard  Perry,  Richard  Bellingham.   Naihaniell  Wright, 
Samuel  VaiTall,  Theophilus  Earon,  Thomas  Gofie,  Tho- 
mas Adams,  John  Browne, Samuel  Browne,  Thomas  Elut- 
chins,  William  VafTail,  William  Pinchon  and  George  Fox- 
croft,  their  heirs  and  affignes  forever,  to  the  only  proper 
and  abfolute  ufe  and  behoofe  of  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Rofe- 
well, Sir  John  Younge,  Sir  Richard  Saltonflall,   Thomas 
Southcott,  John  Humfrey,  John  Endecott,  Symon  Whet- 
combe, I  (liac  Johnfon,  Samuel  Alderfey,  John  Ven,  Mat- 
thew Craddock,  George  Harwood,  Increafe  Nowell,  Ri- 
chard   Perry,   Richard  Bellingham,    Nathanieli   Wright, 
S^iueli  Vailali,  Theophilus  Eaton,  Thomas  GofFe,  Tho- 
mas A.dam>,     John    Browne,    Samuel  Browne,  Thomaj 
Hutchins,  William  YaiTali,,  William  Pinchon,  aqd  George 
Foxcrofte,   their  heirs  and  alTignesforevermore.     To  be 
houlden  of  us,  our  heires  and  fucceiTours,  as  our  mannor 
of  Eafl  Greenwich  in  the  couuiy  of  Kent  within  our  realms 
of  England,  in  free  and  common  iocc^gc,  and  not  in  ca pi tc, 
iiqr  by  knights  fervice,  and  alfoyeeiding  and  paying  there- 
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fore  to  us,  our  heires  and  fucceflbrs  the  fifth  part  only 
of  all  oare  of  gould  and  filver  which  from  time  to  time 
and  ai:  all  times  hereafter  fliall  be  there  gorten,  had  or 
obtained,  for  all  fervices,  exactions  and  demands  whatfoevcr. 
Provided  alwayes  and  our  exprelTe  will  and  meaneing  is, 
that  onely  one  fifth  part  of  the  gould  and  filver  oare  above 
mentioned  m  the  whole,  and  no  more,  be  referved  or 
payeable  unto  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceffours,  by  colour  or 
vertue  of  thefe  prefents,  the  double  refervarions  or  reci- 
tals aforefai.d,  or  any  thing  therein  contained  notwith- 
{landing.  And  for  as  much  as  the  good  and  profperous 
fucceffe  of  the  plantation  of  the  faid  pans  of  New-Eng- 
land aforefaid  intended  by  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Rofewell, 
Sir  John  Younge,  Sir  Richard  Salronftall,  Thomas  South-^ 
cott,  John  Humfrey,  John  Endecocr,  SymonWhercombe, 
Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel  Alderfey,  John  Ven,  Matthew 
Craddock,  George  Harwood,  Increafe  Nowcll,  Richard 
Perry,  Richard  Bellingham.  Nathaniell  Wright,  Samuel 
Vaflall,  Theophilus  Eaton,  Thomas  Goffe,  Thomas  Adams, 
John  Browne, Samuel  Browne,Thomas  Hutchins,  William 
VaiTall,  William  Pinchon,  and  George  Foxcrofr,  to  be 
fpeedlly  fett  upon,  cannot  but  chiefely  depend,  next  under 
the  blefiing  of  Almighty  God  and  the  fupport  of  our 
royal  I  authority,  upon  the  good  government  of  the  fame, 
to  the  end  that  the  aiiairs  and  buuneffes  which  from  time 
to  time  (liall  happen  and  arife  concerning  the  faid  lands 
and  the  plantation  of  the  fame,  may  be  the  better  managed 
and  ordered,  We  have  further  hereby  of  our  efpeciyli 
grace,  certain  knowledge  and  meere  motion,  given,  granted 
and  conlirmed,  and  for  us,  our  heires  and  fucceffours,  do 
give,  grant  and  confirme  unto  our  faid  truftie  and  well-be-' 
ioved  fubje61s  Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John  Younge,  Sir' 
Richard  Saltonflall,  Thomas  Scuthcoct,  John  Humfrey, 
John  Endecott,  Symon  Whetcomb,  Ifaac  johnfon,  Samuel 
Alderfey,  John  Yen,  Matthew^  Craddock,  George  Har- 
wood, Increafe  Nowell,  Richard  Perr}^,  Richard  Belling- 
ham, Nathaniell  Wright,  Samuel  VaiTall,  Theophilus 
Eaton,  Thomas  Goffe,  Thomas  Adams,  John  Browne, 
'^:muel    Browne,    Thomas  Hutchins,     William  Vaffall, 

"William 
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Willfam  Pinchon  and  George  FoxcroFt,  and  for  us^ 
our  heires  and  fucceflburs,  wee  will  and  ordaine,  That 
the  faid  Sir  Henry  Rofeweil,  Sir  John  Younge,  Sir 
Richard  Sakonftall,  Thomas  Souihcott,  John  Humfrcy, 
John  Endecott,  Symon  Whetcombe,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel 
Alderfey,  John  Ven,  Matthew  Craddock,  George  Har- 
wood,  Increafe  Nowell,  Richard  Perry,  Richard  Belling* 
ham,  Nathaniel  Wright,  Samuel  VafTall,  TheophilusEaton, 
Thomas  GofFe,  Thomas  Adams,  John  Browne,  Samuel 
Browne,  Thomas  Hutchins,  William  VafTall,  William  Pin- 
chon, and  George  Foxcroft,  and  all  fuch  others  as  ihall 
hereafter  be  admitted  and  made  free  of  the  companie  and 
fociety  hereafter  mentioned  (liall  from  time  to  time  and 
at  all  times  forever  hereafter  be  by  virtue  of  thefe  pre^ 
fents  one  body  corporate  politique  in  fa6f  and  name,  by 
the  name  of  the  Governor  and  companie  of  the  MaiTachu- 
fetts  Bay  in  New  England  :  And  them  by  the  name  of 
the  Governor  and  Companie  of  the  MalTachufetts  Bay  in 
New  England,  one  body  politique  and  corporate  in  deed 
fa£l:  and  name,  wee  doe  for  us  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs 
make  ordaine  conftitute  and  confirrae  by  thefe  prefents,  and 
that  by  that  name  they  (hall  have  perpetuall  fucceflion, 
and  that  by  the  fame  name  they  and  their  fuccellors  ihall 
and  may  be  capable  and  inabled,  as  well  to  impleade  and 
to  be  impleaded, and  to  profecute  demand  and  anfwer,and 
be  anfwered  unto  in  all  and  fingular  faites,  caufes,  quarrells, 
and  aflions  of  what  kind  and  nature  foever.  And  alfo  to 
have,  take,  pofTeiTe,  acquire  and  purchafe  any  lands,  tene- 
ments, or  hereditaments,  or  any  goods  or  chattells,  the. 
fame  to  leafe,  grant,  demife,  alien,  bargain,  fell  and  difpofe 
of  as  other  our  leige  people  of  this  our  realme  of  England, 
Gr  any  other  corporation  or  body  politique  of  the  fame 
may  lawfully  doe.  And  further  that  the  faid  Governor 
and  Companie  and  their  fucceflbrs  may  have  forever  one 
common  feale  to  be  ufed  in  all  caufes  and  occafions  of  the 
faid  Companie,and  the  fame  feale  may  alter,  change,break 
and  new  make  irom  time  to  time  at  their  pleafures.  And 
our  will  and  pleafure  is,  and  we  do  hereby  for  us  our 

keirs 
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heirs  and  fucceflbrs  ordaine  and  grant,  that  from  hence- 
forth  for  ever  there  (liall  be  one  Governor,  one  deputy 
Governor,  and  eighteen  Affiftants  of  the  fame  Companic 
to  be  from  time  to  time  conftimted  ele£led  and  chofea 
out  of  the  freemen  of  the  faid  Companie  for  the  time  be- 
inge,  in  fuch  manner  and  forme  as  hereafter  in  thefe  pre- 
fents  is  expreifed.  Which  faid  officers  {hall  apply  them* 
felves  to  take  care  for  the  bed  difpofmg  and  ordering  of 
the  generall  bufmefs  and  affaires  of  for  and  concerning  the 
faid  lands  and  premises  hereby  mentioned  to  be  granted, 
and  the  plantation  thereof  and  the  government  of  the  peo- 
ple there.  And  for  the  better  execution  of  our  royall 
pleafure  and  grant  in  this  behalfe,  wc  do  by  thefe  pre- 
fents  for  us  our  heircs  and  fuccefTors  nominate,  ordaine, 
niake,  and  conllitute  our  well  beloved  the  faid  Matthew 
,Craddock,  to  be  the  firfl:  and  prefent  Governor  of  the  faid 
Corapanie,and  the  faid  ThomasGofTe  to  be  deputy  Gover- 
nor of  ih£faidCompanie,and  the  faid  SirRichardSaltonflall, 
Ifaac  John  Ton,  Samuel  Alderfey,  John  Ven,  John  Hum- 
frey,  John  Endecott,  Symon  Whetcombe,  IncreafeNowelf, 
Richard  Perry,  Nathaniel  Wright,  Samuel  VaiTall,  Theo- 
philus  Eaton,  Thomas  Adams,  Thomas  Hutchins,  Joha 
Browne,  George  Foxcrofr,  William  Vafiall,  and  William 
Pinchon  to  be  the  prefent  AfTiflants  of  the  faid  Companie 
to  continue  in  the  faid  feveral  offices  refpeflively  for  fuch 
time  and  in  fuch  manner  as  in  and  by  thefe  prefents  is 
hereafter  declared  and  appointed.  And  further  we  will 
and  by  ihefe  prefents,  for  us  our  heires  and  fuccefTors  do 
ordaine  and  grant  that  the  Governor  of  the  faid  Companie 
for  the  time  being,  or  in  his  abfence,  by  occafion  of  fick- 
nefs  or  oiherwife,  the  deputyGovernor  for  the  time  being 
fliall  have  authority  from  time  to  time  upon  all  occafions 
to  give  order  for  the  alTembling  of  the  faid  Companie,  and 
calling  them  together  to  confulc  and  advife  of  the  bufmefs 
and  affaires  of  the  faidCompanie.  And  that  the  faidGover- 
nor,  deputy  Governor  and  Affiftantsof  the  faid  Companie 
for  the  time  being  (liall  or  may  once  every  month  orofi- 
ner  at  their  pleafures  ailemble  and  hould  and  keep  a  court 

or 
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or  afTembly  of  themfelves  for  the  better  ordering  and  di- 
re^ling  of  their  affiirs.  And  that  any  feven  or  more  per- 
fons  of  the  Aflillants  together  with  the  Go-vernor  or  de- 
puty Governour  foaflembled  (hall  be  faid,  taken,  held,  and 
reputed  to  be,  and  Ihall  be  a  full  and  fufficient  courc  or 
aflembly  of  the  faid  Companie,  for  the  handling,  ordering 
and  difpatching  of  all  fuch  bufineifes  and  occurrenrs,  as 
ftiall  trom  time  to  tlnje  happen,  touching  or  concerning 
the  faid  Companie  or  plantation,  and  that  there  fhall  or 
may  be  held  and  kept  by  the  Governor  or  deputy  Gover- 
nour of  the  faid  Companie,  and  feven  or  niore  of  the  faid 
AfTidants  for  the  tin\e  being  upon  every  laft  Wednefday 
in  Hillary,  Eafter,  Trinity  and  Michaelmas  Termes  ref- 
peftively  for  ever,  one  great  generall  and  folemn  aireinbly, 
•which  four  generall  affemblles  fhall  be  ftyled  and  called  the 
foure  greate  and  generall  courts  of  the  faid  Company  :  la 
all  or  any  of  which  faid  greate  and  generall  courts  fo  af- 
fembled.  We  do  for  us,  our  heires  and  fucceflburs,  give 
and  grant  to  the  faid  Governour  and  Companie  and  theire 
fucceiTours,  that  the  Governour,  or  in  his  abfence  the 
deputy  Governour  of  the  faid  Companie  for  the  time  be- 
ing, and  fuch  of  the  AfTiftants  and  freemen  of  the  faid 
Companie  as  fliall  be  prefent  or  the  greater  number  of 
them  fo  aflembled,  whereof  the  Governour  or  deputy  Go- 
vernour and  fix  of  the  afTiftants  at  the  leafh  to  be  feven, 
fliall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  choofe,  nominate  and 
appoint  fuch  and  fo  many  others  as  they  (hall  thinke  fitt, 
and  that  (liall  be  willing  to  accept  the  fame,  to  be  free  of 
the  faid  Company  and  Body,  and  them  into  the  fame  to 
admit,  and  to  ele^t  and  conftitute  fuch  officers  as  they  fhall 
thinke  fitt  and  requifite  for  the  ordering,  managing  and 
difpatching  of  the  affaires  of  the  faid  Governor  and  Com- 
panie and  theire  fucceffours,  and  to  make  lawes  and  or- 
dinances for  the  good  and  welfare  of  the  faid  Com- 
panie, and  for  the  government  and  ordering  of  the  faid 
lands  and  plantation,  and  the  people  inhabiteing  and  to  in- 
habite  the  fame,  as  to  them  from  rime  to  tim.e  fiinll  be 
thought  meete.  So  as  fuch  lawes  and  ordinances  be  not 

contrary 
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contrary  or  repugnant  to  the  laws  and  ftatates  of  this  our 
realme  of  England.  And  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  and  we 
do  hereby  for  us,  our  heires  and  fucceflburs,  eftablifh  and 
ordaine,  That  yearely  once  in  the  yeare  forever  hereafter, 
namely  the  lail  wednefday  in  Eafter  cerme  yearely,  the 
Governour,  deputy  Governour  and  Affiilants  of  the  faid 
Companie,  and  all  other  officers  of  the  faid  Companiefliall 
be  in  the  generall  court  or  affemblie  to  be  held  for  that 
day  or  time  newly  chofen  for  the  yeare  infueing  by  fuch 
greater  part  of  the  faid  Companie  for  the  time  being,  then 
and  there  prefent,  as  is  aforefaid.  And  if  it  (hall  happen 
the  prefent  Governour,  deputy  Governour  and  Airiftants 
by  thefe  prefents  appointed,  or  fuch  as  (liall  hereafter  be 
newly  chofen  into  their  rooms,  or  any  of  them,  or  any 
other  of  the  officers  to  be  appointed  for  the  faid  Companie, 
to  dye,  or  to  be  removed  from  his  or  their  feverall  offices 
or  places  before  the  faid  generall  day  of  ele^lion  (whom 
we  do  hereby  declare  for  any  mifdemeanor  or  defeat  to  be 
removeable  by  the  Governor,  deputy  Governor,  Affiftants 
and  Companie,  or  fuch  greater  part  of  them  in  any  of 
the  publick  courts  to  be  affembled  as  is  aforefaid)  that  then 
and  in  every  fuch  cafe  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful!  to  and 
for  the  Governour,  deputy  Governour,  Affiflants  and 
Companie  aforefaid,  or  fuch  greater  part  of  them  fotobe 
affembled  as  is  aforefaid,  in  any  of  their  affemblies  to  pro- 
ceed to  a  new  ele61ion  of  one  or  more  others  of  theirCom- 
panie  in  the  room  or  place,  rooms  cr  places  of  fuch  officer 
or  officers  fo  dyeing  or  removed  according  to  their  dif- 
cretions.  And  immediately  upon  and  after  fuch  election 
and  eleftioDS  made  of  fuch  Governour,  deputy  Governour, 
Affiflant  or  Affiflants  or  any  other  officer  of  the  faidCom- 
panie  in  manner  and  forme  aforefaid,  the  authority,  office 
and  power  before  given  to  the  former  Governour,  deputy 
Governour,  or  other  officer,  and  officers  fo  removed,  in 
whofe  (lead  and  place  new  (hall  be  fo  chofen,  (ball  as  to 
him  and  them  and  every  of  them  ceafe  and  determine. 
Provided  alfo,  and  our  will  and  pleafure  is  that  as  well 
fuch  as  are  by  thefe  prefents  appointed  to  be  the  prefent 
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Govcrnour,  deputy  Governour  and  AfTiflants  of  the  faid 
Companie,  as  thofe  that  (liall  fucceed  them,  and  all  other 
officers  10  be  appointed  and  chofen  as  aforefaid  (hall  before 
they  undertake  the  execution   of  their   faid  offices  and 
places  refpe(Slively  cake  their  corporal!  oathes  for  their  due 
and  faithfull  performance  of  their  duties  in  their  feverall 
offices  and  places,  before  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  are  by 
thefe  prefents  hereunder  appointed  to  take  and  receive  the 
fame,  that  is  to  fay,  the  faid  Matthew  Craddock  who  is 
hereby  nominated  and  appointed  the  prefent  Governour 
of  the  faid  Companie  fliall  take  the  faid  oathes  before  one 
or  more  of  the  Mafters  of  our  court  of  chancery  for  the 
time  being,  unto  which  Mafter  or  Maflers  of  the  Chancery 
we  do  by  thefe  prefents  give  full  power  and  authority  to 
take  and  adminifter  the  faid  oath  to  the  faid  Governour 
accordingly.     And  after  the  faid  Governour  (hall  be  io 
fworne,  thea  the  faid  deputy  Govcrnour  and  Affiftants 
before  by  thefe  prefents  nominated  and  appointed  (hall 
take  the  faid  feveral  oathes  to  their  offices  and  places  re^ 
fpeflively  belonging  before  the  faid  Matthew  Craddock 
the  prefent  Governour  fo  fworne  as  aforefaid.  And  every 
fuch  perfon  as  (hall  at  the  time  of  the  annuall  ele^lion^ 
or  otherwife  upon  death  or  removall,  be  appointed  to  be 
the  new  Governour  of  the  faid  Companie  (hall  take  the 
oathes  to  that  place  belonging  before  the  deputy  Gover- 
nour or  two  of  the  Affiftants  of  the  faid  Companie  at  the 
leaft  for  the  time  being.     And  the  new  ele£led  deputy 
Governour  and  Affiftants,  and  all  other  officers  to  be  here- 
after chofen  as  aforefaid  from  time  to  time  ftiall  take  the 
oathes  to  their  places  refpeflively  belonging  before  the 
Governour    of  the  faid  Companie  for  the  time  being. 
Unto  which  faid  Governour,  deputy  Governour  and  Affif- 
tants, we  do  by  thefe  prefents  give  full  power  and  autho- 
rity to  give  and  adminifter  the  faid  oathes  rcfpeclively,  ac- 
cording to  the  true  meaning  herein  before  declared,  with- 
out any  commiffion  or  further  warrant  to  be  had  and  ob- 
tained of  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccelFors  in  that  bebaife* 
And  we  do  further  of  our  efpeciall  grace,  certain  know- 
ledge 
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kdgc  and  meerc  motion  for  us  our  heires  and  fucceflburs 
give  and  grant  to  the  faid  Governour  and  Companie  and 
their  fuccelTors  for  ever  by  thefe  prefents,  that  it  (hall  be 
lawfull  and  free  for  them  and  their  affignes  at  all  and  every 
lime  and  times  hereafter,  out  of  any  of  our  realmes  and 
dominions  whatfoever,  to  take,  leade,  carry  and  tranfport 
for  in  and  into  their  voyages,  and  for  and  towards  the  faid 
plantation  in  New  England  all  fuch  and  fo  many  of  our 
loving  fubje<^s  or  any  other  ftrangers  that  will  become  our 
loving  fubje^s  and  live  under  our  allegiance,  as  fliall  wil^ 
lingly  accompany  them  in  the  fame  voyages  and  plantation, 
and  alfo  (hipping  armour  weapons  ordinance  ammunition, 
powder,  (hott,  come,  vi£luals,  and  all  manner  of  clothing, 
implements,  furniture,  beads,  cattle,  horfes,  mares,  mer- 
chandizes, and  all  other  things  neceflary  for  the  faid  plan- 
tation, and  for  their  ufe  and  defence,  and  for  trade  with 
the  people  there,  and  in  paffing  and  returning  to  and  fro, 
any  law  or  flatute  to  the  contrary  hereof  in  any  wife  not- 
with  (landing,^  and  without  paying  or  yeelding  anycuftome 
or  fubfidie  either  inward  or  outward  to  us,  our  heires  or 
fucceffours,  for  the  fame,  by  the  fpace  of  feven  yeaers  from 
the  day  of  the  date  of  thefe  prefents.  Provided  that  none 
of  the  faid  perfons  be  fuch  as  (liall  be  hereafter  by  fpeciall 
name  reftrained  by  us,  our  heires  or  fucceffours.  And  for 
theire  further  incouragemenr,  of  our  efpeciall  grace  and 
favour,  we  do  by  thefe  prefents  for  us,  our  heires  and  fuc- 
cefTours,  yeeld  and  grant  to  the  faid  Governor  and  Corn- 
panic  and  theire  fucceffours  and  every  of  them,  their 
fa^lors  and  affignes,  that  they  and  every  of  ihem  lliall  be 
free  and  quitt  from  all  taxes,  fubfidies  and  cuflomes  in 
New-England  for  the  like  fpace  of  feven  yeares,  and 
from*  all  taxes  and  impofuions  for  the  fpace  of  twenty  and 
one  yeares  upon  all  goods  and  merchandifes  at  any  time 
or  times  hereafter,  either  upon  importaiion  thither, 
or  exportation  from  rhcice,  into  our  realme  of  Eng- 
land, or  into  any  other  of  our  dominions,  by  the  faid 
Governour  and  Companie  and  theire  fucceffours,  their  de- 
puties, fadlors  and  affignes,  or  any  of  them,  except  only 
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the  five  pounds  per  centum  due  for  cuflome  upon  all  fuch 
goods  and  merchandifes,  as  after  the  faid  feven  yeares  fliall 
be  expired  fliall  be  brought  or  imported  into  our  realme  of 
EnglandjOranyotlier  of  our  dominions,  according  to  the  an- 
cient trade  of  merchants,\vhich  five  pounds  per  centum  onely 
being  paid,  h  (liall  be  thenceforth  lawfull  and  free  for  the 
faid  adventurers  the  fame  goods  and  merchandizes  to  export 
and  carry  out  of  our  faid  dominions  into  forreine  parts, 
without  any  cuflome,  taxe  or  other  duty  to  be  paid  to  us, 
our  heires  or  fucceffours,  or  to  any  other  officers  or  mi- 
nivers of  us,  our  heires  and  fucceffours.  Provided  that 
the  faid  goods  and  merchandifes  be  fliipped  out  within 
thirteen  months  after  theire  firft  landing  within  any  part 
of  the  faid  dominions.  And  we  do  for  us,  our  heires  and 
fucceffours,  give  and  grant  unto  the  faid  Governour  and 
Companie  and  their  fucceffours,  that  whenfoever,  or  fo 
often  as  any  cuflome  or  fubfidie  fha!l  grow  due  or  payable 
unto  us,  our  heires  or  fucceffours,  according  to  the  limita- 
tion and  appointment  aforefaid,  by  reafon  of  any  goods, 
wares  or  merchandifes  to  be  (flipped  out,  or  any  return  to 
be  made  of  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandifes,  unto  or  from 
the  faid  parts  of  New-England  hereby  mentioned  to  be 
granted  asaforefiid,  or  any  the  lands  and  territories  afore- 
faid, that  then  and  (o  often  and  m  fuch  cafe  the  farm.ors 
cuflomers  and  officers  ot  our  cuuomes  of  England  and  Ire- 
land, and  every  of  them  for  the  time  being,  upon  requefl 
made  to  them,  by  the  faid  Governor  and  Company  or  their 
fucceffours,  faflors,  or  affignes,  and  upon  convenient  fecu- 
rity  to  be  given  in  that  behalfe,  fhall  give  and  allovve  un- 
to the  faid  Governour  and  Companie  and  their  fucceifours, 
and  to  all  and  every  perfon  and  perfons  free  of  that  Com- 
panie as  aforefaid,  fix  months  tim.e  for  the  payment  of  the 
one  halfe  of  all  fuch  cuflome  and  fiibfidie  as  ihall  be  pay- 
able unto  us,  our  heires  and  fucceffoiirs  for  the  fame,  for 
which  thefe  our  letters  patents,  or  the  duplicate  or  the  in- 
rollment  thereof,  fhall  be  unto  our  faid  officers  a  fufficient 
warrant  and  difcharge.  Neverrhelefs,  our  will  and  plea- 
fure  is,  that  any  of  the  faid  goods,  wares  and  nFcrchandifes 
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which  be  or  fliall  be  at  any  time  hereafter  landed  or  ex* 
ported  out  of  any  of  our  realmes  aforefaid,  and  fliall  be 
(hipped  with  a  purpofe  not  to  be  carried  to  the  parts  of 
New- England  aforefaid,  but  to  fome  other  place,  that 
then  fuch  payment,  dutie,  cuftome,  impofinon  or  forfeiture 
{hall  be  paid  or  belong  to  us,  our  heires  and  fucceflbrs, 
for  the  faid  goods,  wares  and  merchandife  fo  fraudulently 
fought  to  be  tranfported,  as  if  this  our  grant  had  not  beeil 
made  or  granted.  And  wee  do  further  will  and  by  thefe 
prefents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  firmely  enjoine 
and  commande  as  well  the  Treafurer,  Chancellor  and  Ba- 
rons of  the  Exchequer  of  us,  our  heires  and  fucceflbrSj 
as  alfo  all  and  fmgular  the  cuftomers,  farmers  and  collec- 
tors of  the  cuftomes,  fubfidies  and  impofts,  and  other  the 
officers  and  miniflers  of  us,  our  heires  and  fuccelTors,  what* 
foever  for  the  time  being,  that  they  and  every  of  them, 
upon  the  (hewing  forth  unto  them  of  thefe  letters  patents^ 
or  the  duplicate  or  exemplification  of  the  fame,  without 
any  other  writt  or  warrant  whatfoever  from  us,  our  heires 
or  fuccelTors,  to  be  obtained  or  fued  forth,  do  and  fllal! 
make  full,  whole,  enuire  and  due  allowance  and  cleare  dif- 
charge  unto  the  faid  Governour  and  Companie  and  theire 
fucceflbrs,  of  all  cuftomes,  fubfidies,  impofitions  taxes  and 
duties  whatfoever  that  fhall  or  may  be  clayraed  by  us^  our 
heires  and  fucceflbrs,  of  or  from  the  faid  Governor  and 
Companie  and  their  fucceflTors,  for  or  by  reafon  of  the  faid 
goods,  chattels,  wares,  merchandifes  and  premifes  to  be  ex-* 
ported  out  of  our  faid  dominions^  or  any  of  them,in  to  any  part 
of  the  faid  lands  or  premifes  hereby  mentioned  to  be  given^ 
granted  and  confirmed,  or  for  or  by  reafon  of  any  of  the 
faid  goods,  chaitcls,  wares  or  merchandifes  to  be  imported 
from  the  faid  lands  and  premifes  hereby  mentioned  to  be 
given,  granted  and  confirmed,  into  any  of  our  faid  domi-* 
nions  or  any  part  thereof  as  aforefaid,  excepting  only  the 
faid  five  pounds  per  centum  hereby  referved  and  payable 
after  the  expiration  of  the  faid  terme  of  feven  years  as 
aforefaid  and  not  before.  And  thefe  our  letters patentSj 
or  the  iDrollRignt  duplicate  or  excmplificatiQa  of  the  fame 
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ftiall  for  ever  hereafter  from  time  to  time,  as  well  to  the 
Treafurer,  Chanchellor  and  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  of 
of  us  our  heires  and  fucceflbrs,  as  to  all  and  fmgular  the- 
cuftomers,  Farmors  and  Colie£lors  of  the  cuftoms  fubfidies 
and  imports  of  us  our  heires  and  fuccefTors,  and  all  fearch- 
ers  and  other  the  oiFicers  and  minifters  whatfoever  of  us 
our  heires  and  fucceflbrs  for  the  time  being  a  fufEcicnt 
warrant  and  difcharge  in  this  behalfe.  And  further 
our  will  and  pleafure  is,  and  we  doe  hereby  for  us,  our 
heires  and  fucceflbrs,  ordaine,  declare  and  grant  to  the  faid 
Governour  and  Corapanie  and  theire  fucceflbrs,  That  all 
and  every  the  fubje£ls  of  us,  our  heires  or  fucceflbrs,  which 
(hall  goe  toand  inhabitc  within  the  faid  landsand  prcmifl'es 
hereby  mentioned  to  be  granted,  and  every  of  theire 
children  which  fliall  happen  to  be  borne  there, or  on  the 
feas  in  going  thither  or  returneing  from  thence,  fliall  have 
and  enjoy  all  liberties  and  immunities  of  free  and  naturall 
fubje^ls  within  any  of  the  dominions  of  us,  our  heires  or 
fucceflbrs,  to  all  intents,  conft ructions  and  purpofes  what- 
foever, as  if  they  and  every  of  them  were  borne  within  the 
realme  of  England.  And  that  the  Governour,and  deputy 
Governour  of  the  faidCompanie  for  the  time  being  or  either 
of  them,  and  any  two  or  more  of  fuch  of  the  faid  Afliflants 
as  fliall  be  thereunto  appointed  by  the  faid  Governour  and 
Companie  at  any  of  their  courts  or  aflemblies  to  be  held  as 
aforefaid,  fliall  and  may  at  all  tymes  and  from  tyme  to  tynic 
hereafter  have  full  power  and  authority  to  adminifter  and 
give  the  oath  and  oathes  of  fupremacie  and  allegiance  or 
either  of  them  to  all  and  every  perfon  and  perfons  which 
fliall  at  any  tyme  or  tymes  hereafter  goe  or  pafle  to  the 
lands  and  premifles  hereby  mentioned  to  be  granted  to 
inhabite  in  the  fame.  And  wee  do  of  ourfurrher  grace, 
certaine  knowledge  and  meere  motion  give  and  grant  to 
the  faid  Governor  and  Companie  and  their  fucceflbrs,  that 
it  fliall  and  may  be  lawfull  to  and  for  the  Governour  or 
depury  Governor  and  fuch  of  the  Afliflants  and  Freemen 
of  the  faid  Company  for  the  tyme  being  as  fliall  be  aflem- 
bled  io  any  of  their  generall  courts  aforefaid,  or  in  any 
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bthcr  courts  to  be  fpecially  fummoned  and  aflembled  for 
that  purpofe,  or  the  greater  pare  of  them  (whereof  th^ 
Governour  or  df^puty  Governor  and  fixe  of  the  AfTiflants 
to  be  always  feven)  from  tyme  to  tyme  tomake,  ordaine 
and  eflabiifli  all  manner  of  wholefome  and  reafonablc  or- 
ders, lawes,  (tatures  and  ordinances,  dire<flions  and  inftruc- 
tions  not  contrary  to  the  lawes  of  this  our  realme  of  Eng- 
land, as  well  for  the  fettling  of  the  formes  and  ceremonies 
of  government  and  magiftracie  fitt  and  neceffary  for  the 
fald  plantation  and  the  inhabitants  there,  and  fornameing 
and  ftyling  of  all  forts  of  officers  both  fuperioUr  and  in- 
ferioiir  which  they  fllall  find  neediul  for  that  govcrnnlent 
and  plantation,  and  the  didinguidiing  and  fetting  forth  of 
the  feverali  duties,  powers  and  limits  of  every  fuch  office 
and  place,  and  the  formes  of  fuch  oathes  warrantable  by 
the  lawes  and  ilatutcs  of  this  our  realme  of  England  as 
Ihall  be  refpediivcly  mini  fired  unto  them,  for  the  execu- 
tion of  the  faid  fevcral  offices  and  places,  as  alfo  for  the 
difpofmg  and  ordering  o^  the  eie(rcions  of  fuch  of  the  faid 
officers  as  (hall  be  annuall,  and  of  fuch  others  as  fhall  be  to 
fucceed  in  cafe  oF  death  or  removall,  and  miniftring  the 
faid  oathes  to  the  new  elecled  officers,  and  for  impofition  of 
lawful!  fynes,  mul£ls,  imprifcnment  or  other  lawfiill  cor- 
rection, according  to  the  courfe  of  other  Corporations  in 
this  our  realme  of  England,  and  for  the  directing,  ruleing 
and  difpoieing  of  all  ochcr  matters  and  things  whereby  oui* 
faid  people  inhabiung  there  may  be  fo  religioufly,  peacea- 
bly and  civilly  [governed,  as  theire  good  life  and  orderly 
conyerfation  may  winne  and  invite  the  natives  of  thaC 
country  to  the  knov^^lcdge  and  obedience  of  the  onely  true 
God  and  Saviour  of  mankind,  and  the  chriflian  faith,  which 
in  our  royail  inteniion  and  the  adventurers  free  profcffioa 
is  the  principal  end  of  this  plantation.     Willing,  command* 
iiig  and  requiring,  and  by  tbefe  prefcnts  for  us,  our  heires 
and  fucceiibrs,  ordaineing   and  appointing,  that  all  fuch 
orders,  lawes,  ftattires  aiid  ordinances,  in(lru6l;ons  and  di- 
rections as  (hall  be  made  hj  the  Governour  or  deputy 
GoTeniQur  of  the  faid  Company  and  fueh  of  the  Afiifiant^ 
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and  Freemen  as  aforefald  and  publifhcd  in  writing  under 
theire  common  feale,  (hall  be  carefully  and  duely  obferved, 
kept,  performed  and  putt  in  execution  according  to  the 
true  intent  and  meaneing  of  the  fame.  And  thefe  our 
letters  patents  or  the  duplicate  or  exemplification  thereof 
fliall  be  to  all  and  every  fuch  officers,  fuperiour  and  infe- 
riour,  from  ryme  to  tyme,  for  the  putting  of  the  fame 
orders,  lawes  (latutes  and  ordinances,  infi:ru£tions  and  di- 
rections in  due  execution  againfl  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccef- 
fors  a  fiifficient  warrant  and  difcharge.  And  we  doe 
further  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  give  and  grant 
to  !he  laid  Governor  and  Companie  and  their  fucceffors, 
by  thefe  prefenis,  That  all  and  every  fuch  chicfe  com- 
manders, capiains,  governours  and  other  officers  and  mi- 
ni flers,  as  by  the  faid  orders,  lawes,  (latutes,  ordinances, 
inflru6lions  or  dire(fi:ions  of  the  faid  Governour  and  Com- 
panie for  the  tyme  being,  (hall  be  from  tyme  to  tyme  here- 
after imployed  either  in  the  government  of  the  faid  inha- 
bitants and  plantation, or  in  the  way  by  fea  thither  or  from 
thence,  according  to  the  natures  and  limits  of  theire  offices 
and  places  refpe61ively,  (liall  from  tyme  to  tyme  hereafter 
forever  within  the  precin<fts  and  parts  of  New-England 
hereby  mentioned  to  be  granted  and  confirmed,  or  in  the 
way  by  fea  thither,  or  from  thence,  have  full  and  abfolute 
power  and  authority  to  correal:,  punifli,  pardon,  governe 
and  rule  all  fach  the  fubjecl:s  of  us,  our  heires  and  fuccef- 
fors as  (liall  from  tyme  to  tyme  adventure  themfclves  in 
any  voyage  thither  or  from  thence,  or  that  fhall  at  any 
tyme  hereafter  inhabite  within  the  precin^ls  and  parts  of 
New-England  aforefaid,  according  to  the  orders,  lawes, 
ordinances,  indruclions  and  dire61ions  aforefaid,  not  being 
repugnant  to  the  lawes  and  (latutes  of  our  realme  of  Eng- 
land as  aforefaid.  And  wee  dp  further  for  us,  our  heires 
nnd  fucceffors,  give  and  grant  to  the  faid  Governour  and 
Companie  and  theire  fucceffors,  by  thefe  prefents.  That 
it  fliall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  chief  commanders/ 
governors  and  officers  of  the  faid  companie  for  the  tymff 
being,  who  fliall  be  refidcnt  in  the  faid  part  ofNevv-Engy 
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land  in  America  by  thefe  prefents  granted,  and  others  there 
inhabireing,  by  th«°ir  appointment  and  dire^lion  from  tymc 
ro  tyme  and  at  all  lymes  hereafter,  for  their  fpeciall  de- 
fence and  fafety  to  incounter,  repulfe,  repell  and  refift  by 
force  of  armes,  as  well  by  fea  as  by  land,  and  by  all  fitting 
wayes  and  meanes  whatfoever,all  fuch  perfon  and  perfcns 
as  (hall  at  any  tyme  hereafter  attempt  or  enterprife  the 
deftru£tion,    invafion,  detriment  or  annoyance  to  the  faid 
plantation  or  inhabitants:  And  to  take  and  furprife  by  all 
wayes  and  meanes  whatfoever  all  and  every  fuch   perfon 
and  perfons,  with  their  fliipps,  armour,  munition  and  other 
goods  as  (hall  in  hodile  manner  invade  and  attempt  the  dc- 
featinge  of  the  faid  plantation,  or  the  hurt  of  the  faid 
Companie  and  inhabitants.     Neverthelefs,  our  wi!I  and 
plcafure  is,  and  we  do  hereby  declare  to  all  Chriftian  Kings, 
Princes  and  States,   That  if  any  perfon  or  perfons  which 
fliaH  hereafter  be  of  the  faid  Companie  or  plantation,  or 
any  other  by  lycenfe  or  appointment  of  the  faid  Gover- 
nour  and  Companie  for  the  tyme  being,  (hall  at  any  tyme 
ortymes  hereafter,  robb  or  fpoyle  by  fea  or  by  liud,  or 
do  any  hurt,  violence,  or  unlawfull  hoflility  to  any  of  the 
fubje<fls  of  us,  our   heires  or   fuccefTors,  or  any   of  the 
fubjefls  of  any  Prince  or  State  being  then  in  league  and 
amity  with  us,   our  heires  and  fuccefTors,   and  thar  upon 
fuch  injury  done,  and  upon  juH:  complaint  of  fuch  Prince 
or  State  or  iheire  fubjedls.  Wee,  our  heires  or  fucceflcrs 
fhall  make  open  proclamation   within    any   of   the  parts 
within  our  realme  of  England  commodious  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  that  the  perfon  or  perfons  having  committed  any  fuch 
robbery  or  fpoyle,  (hall  within  the  terme  limited  by  fuch 
a  proclamation  make  full  reflitution  or  fatisfaflion  of   all 
fuch  injiiries  done,  fo  as  the  faid  Princes  or  others  fo  com- 
plaining may  houid  themfelves   fully   fatisfied    and  con- 
tented.    And  that  if  the  faid  perfon  or  perfons    having 
committed  fuch  robbery  or  fpoyle  (liall  not  make  or  caufe 
to  be  made  fatisfacflion  accordingly,  within  fuch  tyme  fo  to. 
be  lymited,  that  then  it  (hall  be  lawfall  for  us,  our  heire: 
and  fuccefibrs,  to  putt  the  faid  perfon  or  perfons  out  of 
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our  allegiance  and  protection  ;  and  that  it  fliall  be  lawfull 
and  free  for  all  Princes  to  profccute  with  hoflility  the 
faid  offenders  and  every  of  them,  theire  and  every  of 
theire  procurers,  ayders,  abetttors  and  confortes  in  that 
behalfc.  Provided  alfo,  and  our  expreile  will  and  plcafure 
is,  and  wee  do  by  thefe  prefents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fuc- 
ceffors,  ordaine  and  appoint,  that  thefe  prefents  fliall  not 
in  any  manner  enure,  or  be  taken  to  abridge,  barre  or 
hinder  any  of  our  lovinge  fubjc(Sls  vvhatfoever  to  ufe  and 
exercife  the  trade  of  fiihing  upon  that  coafi:  of  New  Engr 
land  in  America  by  thefe  prefents  mentioned  to  be  granted  : 
But  that  they  or  any  and  every  or  any  of  them  ftiall  have 
full  and  free  power  and  liberty  to  continue  and  ufe  theire 
faid  trade  of  fifliing  upon  the  faid  coafl  in  any  of  the  feas 
thereunto  adjoineing,  or  any  annes  of  the  feas  or  fait- wa- 
ter rivers  where  they  have  beene  worn  to  fi{h,  and  to  build 
and  fet  up  upon  the  lands  by  thefe  prefents  granted  fuch 
wharfes,  ftages  and  workhoufes  ss  fl*all  be  neceffary  for 
the  faking,  drying,  keeping  and  packing  up  of  theire  fi(h 
to  be  taken  or  gotten  upon  that  coafl ;  and  to  cut  downe 
and  take  fuch  trees  and  other  materialls  there  growing, 
or  being,  or  (hall  be  needfull  for  that  purpofe,  and  for  all 
other  neceffary  eafements,  helpesand  advantage  concerning 
theire  faid  trade  of  fiihing  there  in  fuch  manner  and  forme 
as  they  have  beene  heretofore  at  any  tyme  accaflomed  to 
doe,  without  raakeing  any  wilfull  waPcc  or  fpoyle,  any 
thing  in  thefe  prefents  contained  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
flanding.  And  we  do  further  for  us  our  heires  and  fuc- 
cefTors  ordaine  and  grant  the  faidGovernour  andCompanie 
and  heires  fuccefibrs  by  thefe  prefents,  that  thefe  our  let- 
ters patents  fliall  be  firme  good  cffedlual  and  available  in 
all  things  and  to  all  intents  and  conftructions  of  lawe,  ac- 
cording to  our  true  meaning  herein  before  declared,  and 
fliall  be  conftrued  reputed  and  adjudged  in  all  cafes  mofl 
favourably  on  the  behaUe  and  for  the  benefit  and  behoofe 
of  the  faid  Governour  and  Companie  and  their  fuc- 
ceffors.  Although  exprefle  mention  of  the  true  yearly 
value  or  certainty  of  the  premiiTes,  or  any  of  thcni,  or  of 
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any  other  giftf?  or  grants  by  us  or  any  other  of  our  proge- 
nitors or  predcceiTors  to  the  forefaid  Governour  and  Com- 
panie  before  this  time  made,  in  thefe  prefents  is  not  made, 
or  any  ftatute,  a£l,  ordmance,  provifion,  proclamation  or  re- 
ftraint  to  the  contrary  thereof  heretofore  had,  made,  pub- 
lifhcd,  ordained  or  provided,  or  any  other  matter  caufe  or 
thing  whatfoever  to  the  contrarie  ihereot  in  any  wife  not- 
withfianding.  In  witnes  v/hereof  we  have  caufed  thefe 
our  letters  to  be  made  patent.  Witnefs  ourfelves  at 
Weilminder,  the  fourth  Day  of  March  in  the  fourth 
yeare  of  our  r eigne. 

This  is  a  true  copy  of  fqch  letters  patents 

under  the  great  feal  of  England.     In  e^*^ 

teftimony  whereof  I  John  Winthrop  ^  ^^^ 

governour  of  the  Mattachufetts  afore-  | 

faid  have  caufed  the  publick  feal  of  the  ^  ^'^'^^''  § 

fame  to  be  hereunto  affixed  this  19th  ^^«i^ 

day  of  the  mouth  called  March  1643. 

J  644. 


John  Winthrop,  Gov. 


C  4  Mr.  Francis 
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Mr.  Francis  Higglnfon's  Agreement  with  the 
Maflachiifets  Company,  the  Engagement  of 
feveral  of  the  principal  Undertakers  to  tranf- 
port  theinfcivcs  and  Families,  Mr.  Higginfon's 
Journal  of  his  Voyage,  his  Confiderations  in 
favour  of  the  defigu  of  colonizing,  and  his 
Anfwer  to  the  Objedions  made  againft  it. 


The  Agreement  with  Mr.  Higginfon. 

A  true  noce  of  the  allowance  that  the  New  England 

Cotupany  gave  by  common  confent  and  order  of  their 

court  and   counfell  granted  unto  Mr.  Francis  Higgin- 

•  fon  minifter,  for  his  maintenance  in  New  England, 

April  8.  1629. 

I.T  MPRTM13,  that  30/.  in  money  fhall  be  forthwith 
JL    paid  him  by  the  Companyes  treafurer  towards  the 
chardges  of  fitting  himfelf  with  apparell  and  other 
neceflaryes  for  his  voyage. 

2.  Item,  that  ro/.  more  fhall  be  payed  over  by  the  faid 
treafurer  towards  the  providing  of  books  for  prefent  ufe, 

3.  Item,  that  he  (ball  have  30/.  yearely  paid  him  for 
three  yeares  to  beginne  from  the  tyme  of  his  firft  arrivall 
in  New  England  ;  and  fo  to  be  accounted  and  paid  him 
at  the  end  of  every  yeare. 

4.  Item,  ihar  enuring  the  faid  tyme  the  Company  fliali 
provide  for  him  and  his  family  necefTarves  of  diett,  houfmg 
and  firewood  ;  and  (liall  beatt  charges  of  tranfporting  hini 
ini;©  New  England  :  And  at  the  end  of  the  faid  3  yeares, 
if  he  ihall  not  like  to  continue  there  any  longer,  to  be  at 
the  charge  of  tranfporting  him  backe  for  England. 

5.  Item,  that  in  convenient  tyme  an  houfe  ihall  be 
built,  and  certayne  lands  allotted  thereunto ;  which  during 
his  (lay  in  the  country  and  continuance  in  the  miniftry 
(hall  bee  for  his  ufe ;  and  after  his  death  or  removall  the 
fame  to  be  for  fucceeding  minlflcrs,  '  6.  Item, 
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6.  Item,  at  the  expiration  of  the  faid  3  yeares  an  100 
acres  of  land  fhall  be  afligned  to  him  and  his  heires  forever. 

7.  Item,  that  in  cafe  hee  (hall  depart  this  life  ia 
that  country,  the  faid  Company  fhall  rake  care  for  his  wid- 
dow  during  her  widdowhood  and  aboade  in  that  country 
and  plantation  ;  and  the  like  for  his  children  whilft  they 
reraaine  upon  the  faid  plantation. 

8.  Item,  that  the  milke  of  2  kyne  fhall  bee  appointed 
towards  the  chardges  of  diett  for  him  and  his  familve  as 
aforefaid,  and  halfe  the  increafe  of  calves  during  the  laid 
3  years :  But  the  faid  2  kyne,  and  the  other  halfe  of  the 
increafe  to  returne  to  the  Company  at  the  end  of  the  faid 

3  ye^^s. 

9.  Item,  that  he  fhall  have  liberty  of  carrying  over 
bedding,  linnen,  brafTe,  iron,  pewter,  of  his  owne  for  his 
neceffary  ufe  during  the  faid  lyme. 

10.  Item,  that  if  he  continue  7  years  upon  the  faid 
plantation,  that  then  100  acres  of  land  more  (hall  be  al- 
Iot:ed  him  for  him  and  his  for  ever. 


The  true  coppie  of  the  agreement  at  Cambridge, 
Augufl  26.  1629. 

UPON  due  confideraiion  of  the  flate  of  the  plantation 
now  in  hand  for  New  England,  wherein  wee  (whofe 
names  are  hereunto  fubfcribed)  have  engaged  ourfelves : 
and  having  weighed  the  greatnes  of  the  worke  in  regard 
of  the  confequence,  God's  glory  and  the  churches  good  : 
As  alfo  in  regard  of  the  difEcultyes  and  difcouragements 
which  in  all  probabilityes  mud:  be  forecafl:  upon  the  exe- 
cution of  this  bufmeffe :  Confidering  withall  that  this 
whole  adventure  growes  upon  the  joynt  confidence  we 
have  in  each  others  fidelity  and  refolution  herein,  fo  as 
no  man  of  us  would  have  adventured  it  without  afturancc 
of  the  reft :  Now,  for  the  better  encouragement  of  our- 
felves and  others  that  fliall  joyne  with  us  in  this  a£lion, 
and  to  the  end  that  every  man  may  without  fcruple  dif- 

pofc 
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pofe  of  his  eftate  and  afayres  as  may  bed  fitt  his  prepara- 
lion  for  this  voyage,  it  is  fully  and  faithfully  agreed  amongfl: 
ns,  and  every  of  us  doth  hereby  freely  and  fincerely  pro- 
mif^  and  bind  himfelfe  in  the  word  of  a  chriftian  and  in 
the  prefence  of  God  who  is  the  fearcher  of  all  hearts,  that 
we  will  fo  really  endeavour  the  execution  of  this  workc, 
as  by  God's  afliftance  we  will  be  ready  in  our  perfons,  and 
with  fuch  of  our  feverall  familycs  as  are  to  go  wiih  us,  and 
fuch  provifion  as  we  are  able  conveniently  tofurnifh  our- 
felves  withali,  to  erabarke  for  the  faid  plantation  by  the 
firft  of  March  next)  at  fuch  port  or  ports  of  this  land  as 
jfhall  be  agreed  upon  by  the  Companie,  to  the  end  to  paiTe 
the  feas  (under  God's  protection)  to  inhabite  and  continue 
in  New  England.  Provided  always,  that  before  the  laft 
of  September  next  the  whole  government  together  with 
the  patent  for  the  faid  plantation  be  firfl:  by  an  order  cf 
court  legally  transferred  and  eftabliflied  to  remain  with 
OS  and  others  which  (hall  inhabite  upon  the  faid  planta- 
tion. And  provided  alfo  that  if  any  (hall  be  hindered  by 
fuch  juft  and  inevitable  lett  or  other  caufe  to  be  allowed 
by  g  parts  of  foure  of  thefe  whofe  names  are  hereunto 
fubfcribed,  then  fuch  perfons  for  fuch  tymes  and  during 
fuch  letts  to  be  difcharged  of  this  bond.  And  wc  do 
further  promife  every  one  for  himfelfe,  that  dial  I  fayle 
to  be  ready  through  his  own  default  by  the  day  appoint- 
ed, to  pay  for  every  day's  default  the  fum  of  3/.  to  the 
tifc  of  the  reft  of  the  Companie  who  fliall  be  ready  by  the 
fame  day  and  time. 
This  was  done  by  order  of  court  the  29th  ofAuguft,i629. 
Richard  Saltonftall  Ifaack  Johnfon 

Tho:   Dudley  John  Humfrey 

William  VafTall  Tho:  Sharp 

Nicko:  Weft  Incrcafe  Nowell 

John  Winthrop 
Will:  Pinchon 
Kellam  Browne 
William  Colbron. 

General! 
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Generall  confiderations  for  the  plantation  in  New 
England,  with  an  anfwer  to  fcveral  obje<ftions. 

FIRST,  it  will  be  a  fervice  to  the  church  of  great  con- 
fcquence,  to  carry  the  gofpell  into  thofe  parts  of  the 
world,  and  to  raife  a  bulwarke  againft  the  kingdom  of 
Aniichrill:  which  the  Jefuits  labour  to  rear  up  in  all  places 
of  the  world. 

Secondly,  all  other  churches  of  Europe  are  brought 
to  defolation,  and  it  may  be  juftly  feared  that  the  like 
judgment  is  coming  upon  us;  and  who  knows  but  that 
God  hath  provided  this  place  to  be  a  refuge  for  many 
\v^hom  he  meanes  to  fave  out  of  the  general  deflruftion. 

Thirdly,  the  land  growes  weary  of  her  inhabitants,  (o 
that  man,  which  is  the  mod  precious  of  all  creatures,  is  J|^ 
here  more  vile  and  bafe  than  the  earth  they  tread  upon;  Mp 
fo  as  children,  neighbours  and  friends,  efpecially  of  the 
poorc,  are  counted  the  greatefl:  burdens  which,  if  things 
were  right,  would  be  the  higheft  earthly  bleflings. 

Fouthly.  Wee  are  growen  to  that  excefs  and  intem- 
perance in  all  excefs  of  riot  as  no  meane  eftate  almofl 
will  fuffice  to  keep  faile  with  his  equals,  and  he  thatfayles 
in  it  mufl  live  in  forrowand  contempt.  Hence  it  comes 
to  pafTe  that  all  arts  and  trades  are  carried  in  that  deceit- 
ful manner  and  unrighteous  courfe  as  it  is  almoft  impoffible 
for  a  good  upright  man  to  mainiayne  his  chardgc  and 
live  comfortably  in  any  of  them. 

Fifthly.  The  fchools  of  learning  and  religion  are  fo 
corrupted,  as  (befides  the  unfupportable  chardge  of  this 
education)  mod  children,  (even  the  beft  wittieft  and  of 
fayerefl:  hopes)  are  perverted,  corrupted  and  utterly  over 
powered  by  the  muliiiudeof  evill  examples  and  licentious 
governors  of  thofe  feminaries. 

Sixthly.  The  whole  earth  is  the  Lord's  garden  and 
hee  hath  given  it  to  the  fons  of  Adam  ro  bee  tilled  and 
improved  by  them,  Vi^hy  then  (hould  wc  ftand  ftarving 

here 
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here  for  places  of  habitation  (many  men  fpending  as 
much  labour  and  cod  to  recover  or  keepe  fometymes  an 
acre  or  two  of  lands,  as  would  procure  him  many  hun- 
dreds of  acres,  as  good  or  better  in  another  place)  and  in 
the  meane  lyme  fufFer  whole  coiintryes  as  profitable  for 
the  ufe  of  man,  fo  lye  wafte  without  any  improvement  ? 

Seventhly.  What  can  bee  a  better  worke  and  mOre  no- 
ble and  worrhy  a  chrKtian,  than  to  helpe  to  raife  and  fup- 
port  a  particular  church  while  it  is  in  its  infancy,  and  to. 
join  our  forces  with  fuch  a  company  of  faithfull  peo- 
ple, as  by  a  tymelv  aiTiilance  may  grow  ftronger  and  prof- 
pen  and  for  want  of  it  may  be  put  to  great  hazzard  if  not 
wholly  ruined  ? 

Eightly.  If  any  fuch  as  are  known  to  bee  godly  and 
live  in  wealth  and  profperity  here,  (hall  forfake  all  this 
tojoyn  themfelves  with  this  church,  and  runne  in  hazard 
with  them  of  hard  and  meane  condition,  it  will  be  an  ex- 
ample of  great  ufe  both  for  the  removing  of  fcandall  and 
fmiller  and  w^orldly  refpedls,  to  give  more  lyfe  to  the  faith 
of  God's  people  in  their  prayers  for  the  plantation  and 
alfo  to  encourage  others  to  joyne  the  more  willingly  in  it. 

OBJECTIONS. 

Obje£t.  I.  It  will  be  a  great  wrong  to  our  owne  church 
and  country  to  take  away  the  bed  people  j  and  we  (till 
lay  it  more  open  to  the  judgments  feared. 

Anf  id  The  number  will  be  nothing  in  refpe»51:  of 
thofe  that  are  left.  2dly,  Many  that  live  to  no  ufe  here, 
more  than  for  their  own  private  familyes  may  bee  employ- 
ed to  a  more  common  good  in  another  place.  3dly,  Such 
as  are  of  good  ufe  here  may  yett  be  fo  employed  as  the 
church  (hall  receive  no  lolTe.  And  fmce  Ch rift's  coming 
the  church  is  to  be  conceived  as  univerfall  without  dif- 
tin£>ion  of  countryes,  fo  as  he  that  doth  good  in  any  one 
place  ferves  the  church  in  all  places,  in  regard  of  the 
unitye,  4rhly,  It  is  the  revealed  will  of  God  that  the  gof- 
pell  (hould  be  preached  to  all  nations,  and  though  we 
know  not  whether  the  Indians  will  receive  it  or  nor,  yet; 

it 
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it  Is  a  good  worke  to  obferve  God's  will  in  offering  it  to 
them  :,  for  God  fhall  have  glory  by  it  though  they  rc- 
fufe  it. 

Obj.  2.  Wee  have  feared  a  judgment  a  long  tyme,  but 
yet  we  are  fafe ;  therefore  it  were  better  to  flay  till  ic 
come,  and  either  we  may  file  then,  or  if  we  be  overtakea 
in  it  wee  may  well  be  content  to  fuffer  with  fuch  a  church 
as  ours  is. 

Anf.  It  is  likely  that  this  confideration  made  the 
churches  beyond  the  feas  as  the  Palatinate  and  Rochel,&a 
to  fit  ftill  at  home,  and  not  look  out  for  (helter  while  they 
might  have  found  it,  but  the  wofull  fpe£laclc  of  their 
mine  may  teach  us  more  wifdome  to  avoid  the  plague 
while  it  is  forefeene,  and  not  to  tarry  as  they  did  till  ic 
overtooke  them.  If  they  were  now  at  their  former  liberty 
wee  may  be  fure  they  would  take  other  courfes  for  their 
fafety.  And  though  mod  of  them  had  raifcarried  in  their 
efcape,yet  it  had  not  been  halfe  fo  miferable  to  themfelves, 
or  fcandalous  to  religion,  as  this  defperate  backfliding  and 
abjuring  the  truth,  which  many  of  the  antient  profeffors 
among  them,  and  the  whole  pofterity  that  remayne  are 
plunged  into. 

Obj.  3.  Wee  have  here  a  fruitful!  land  with  peace  and 
plenty  of  all  things. 

Anf.  Wee  are  like  to  have  as  good  conditions  there  ia 
tyme ;  but  yet  we  muft  leave  all  this  abundance,  if  it  bee 
not  taken  from  us.  When  we  are  in  our  graves,  it  will 
be  all  one  whether  we  have  lived  in  plenty  or  in  penury, 
whether  we  have  dyed  in  a  bed  of  downe  or  lock^s  of 
ftraw.  Onely  this  is  the  advantage  of  the  meane  condi- 
tion, that  it  is  a  more  freedom  to  dye.  And  the  leffc 
comfort  any  have  in  the  things  of  this  world,  the  more 
liberty  they  have  to  lay  up  treafure  in  heaven. 

Obj.  4.  Wee  may  perifh  by  the  way  or  when  wee  come 
there,  having  hunger  or  the  fword,  &c.  and  how  uncom- 
fortable will  it  be  to  fee  our  wives  and  children  and  friends 
come  to  fuch  miferie  by  our  occafion  ? 

Anf.  Such  obje^lions  favour  too  much  of  the  flelh.  Who 

can 
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cian  fecure  himfclfe  or  his  from  the  like  calamities  here  ? 
If  this  courfe  be  warrantable,  we  may  truft  God's  provi- 
dence for  thefe  things.  Either  he  will  keepe  thofe  evils 
from  us,  or  will  difpofe  them  for  our  good  and  enable  us 
to  beare  them. 

Obj.  5.  But  what  warrant  have  we  to  take  that  landj 
which  is  and  hath  been  of  long  tyme  polTelTed  of  others 
the  fons  of  Adam  ? 

Anf.  That  which  is  common  to  all  is  proper  to  none. 
This  favage  people  ruleih  over  many  lands  without  title 
or  property ;  for  they  inclofe  no  ground,  neither  have 
they  cattell  to  maintayne  it,  but  remove  their  dwellings  as 
they  have  occafion,  or   as  they  can  prevail  againft  their 
neighbours.    And  why  may  not  chriftiaus  have  liberty  to 
go  and  dwell   amongfl  them  in  their  wafte  lands   and 
Woods  (leaving  them  fuch  places  as  they  have  manured  for 
their  corne)  as  lawfully  as  Abraham  did  among  the  Sodo- 
mites ?  For  God  hath  given  to  the  fons  of  men  a  two- 
fould  right  to  the  earth;  there  is  a  naturall  right  and  a 
civil  right.     The  firfl  right  was  naturall  when  men  held 
the  earth  in  common, every  man  fowing  and  feeding  where 
he  pleafed:  Then,  as  men  and  cattell  increafed,  they  ap- 
propriated fome  pareells  of  ground  by  enclofrng  and  pe- 
culiar manurance,  and  this  in  tyme  got  them  a  civil  right. 
Such  was  the  right  which  Ephron  the  Hittite  had  to  the 
field  of  Machpelah,  wherein  Abraham  could  not  bury  a 
deadcorpfe  without  leave,  though  for  the  out  parts  of  the 
ccuntrey  which  lay  common,  he  dwelt  upon  them  and 
tooke  the  fruite  of  them  at  his  pleafure.     This  appears 
alfo  in  Jacob  and  his  fons,  who  fedd  their  flocks  as  bould- 
ly  in  theCanaanites  land,  for  he  is  faid  to  be  lord  of  the 
country ;  and   at  Dotham  and  all  other  places  men  ac- 
counted nothing  their  owne,  but  that  which  they  had  ap-^ 
propriated  by  their  own  induflry,  as  appears  plainly  by 
Abiraelech's  fervants,  who  in  their  own  countrey  did  often 
contend  with  Ifaac's  fervants  about  wells  which  they  had 
digged  ;  but  never  about  the  lands  which  they  occupied. 
So  likewife  betwcene  Jacob  and  Laban  i  h€  would  noi 

taka 
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take  a  kidd  of  Laban's  without  fpeciall  contra£l ;  but  he 
makes  no  bargaine  with  him  for  the  land  where  he  fedd. 
And  it  is  probable  that  if  the  countrey  had  not  been  as 
free  for  Jacob  as  for  Laban,  that  eovetuous  wretch  would 
have  made  his  advantage  of  him,  and  have  upbraided  Jacob 
with  it  as  he  did  with  the  red-,  sdly,  There  is  more  than 
enough  for  them  and  us.  3dly,  God  hath  confumed  the 
natives  with  a  miraculous  plague,  whereby  the  greater  part 
of  the  country  is  left  voide  of  inhabitants,  ^thly,  Wc 
fhall  come  in  with  good  leave  of  the  natives. 

Obj.  6.  We  (liould  fend  our  young  ones  and  fuch  as  can 
bell  be  fpared,  and  not  of  the  bed  of  our  minifters  and 
maejiil  rates. 

Anf.  It  is  a  great  worke,  and  requires  more  fkilfull  ar- 
tificerij  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  new  building,  than  to 
uphold  and  repay  re  one  that  is  already  built.  If  great 
things  be  attempted  by  weake  inflruments,  the  efFe<n:s 
will  be  anfwerable. 

Obj,  7.  Wee  fee  that  thofe  plantations  that  have  been 
formerly  made  fucceeded  ill. 

Anf.  The  fruit  of  any  public  delignc  is  not  to  be  dif- 
cerned  by  the  imediate  fuccefs :  it  may  appear  in  tymCsj 
that  they  were  all  to  good  ufe.  2dly,  There  were  great 
fundamental  errours  in  others,  which  are  like  to  be  avoid- 
ed in  this ;  for  ifl  there  mayne  end  and  purpofe  was  car- 
nall  and  not  religious.  2d,  They  aymed  chiefly  at  profitt 
and  not  at  the  propagation  of  religion.  3d,  They  ufed 
too  unfitt  indruments,  a  multitude  of  rude  and  ungoverned 
perfbns,  the  very  fcums  of  the  land.  4th,  They  did  nor 
flablifli  a  right  fourme  of  governmeat. 


A  trtfc 


32       COLLECTION  of    PAPERS- 


A  true  relation  of  the  laft  voyage  to  New  England,  de- 
claring all  circumftances  with  the  manner  of  the  paiTage 
we  had  by  fea,  and  what  manner  of  country  and  inhabi- 
tants we  found  when  we  came  to  land ;  and  what  is  the 
prefent  ftate  and  condition  of  the  Englifh  people  that 
are  there  already. 

Faithfully  recorded  according  to  the  very  truth,  for  the 
fatisfa(5Hon  of  very  many  of  my  loving  friends,  who  have 
carneftly  requefted  to  be  truly  notifyed  in  thefe  things* 

Written  from  New  England  July  24.  1629. 
Any  curious  criticke  that  lookes  for  cxactnes  of  phrafes^ 
'     or  expert  fea  man  that  regards  propriety  of  fca-termes, 
may  be  difappointed. 

A  true  relation  of  the  laft  voyage  to  New  England,  made 
the  laft  fummer,  begun  the  25th  of  April,  being  Satur- 
day Anno  Domini,   1629. 

THE  Company  of  New  England,  confifting  of  many 
worthy  gentlemen  in  the  citty  of  London,  Dor- 
cefter,  and  other  places,  ayming  at  the  glory  of 
God,  the  propagation  of  the  gofpeil  of  Chrift,  the  con- 
verfion  of  the  Indians,  and  the  enlargement  of  the  King's 
Majefty's  dominions  in  America,  and  being  authorifed  by 
his  royal  letters  patents  for  that  end,  at  their  very  great 
cofts  and  charges,  furniflied  5  ftiips  to  go  to  New  England, 
for  the  further  fettling  of  the  Englifh  plantation  that  they 
had  already  begun  there. 

The  names  of  the  5  fliipps  were  as  followeth. 
The  firft  is  called  the  Talbot,  a  good  and  ftrong  fhip  of 
500  tunncs,  and  19  pieces  of  ordinance,  and  ferved  with 
30  mariners.  This  (iiip  carried  about  an  100  planters, 
6  goates,  5  great  pieces  of  ordinance,  with  meale,  oaremeale, 
peafe,  and  all  manner  of  munition  and  provifion  for  the 
plantation  for  a  twelve  monthe. 

The  fecond  the  George,  another  flrong  ftiip  alfo,  about 
300  tunnes,  20  pieces  of  ordinance,  kryed  with  about  30 

mariners : 
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inarmers ;  her  chiefe  carriage  were  cattell,  12  mares,  30 
kyne,  and  fome  goates :  Alfo  there  gad  in  her  52  planters 
and  other  provifion. 

The  third  is  called  the  Lyon's  Whelpe,aneat  and  nim- 
ble fliip  of  120  tunned,  8  pieces  of  ordinance,  carrying  iti 
|ier  many  mariners  and  about  40  planters,  fpecially  from 
Dorcefter  and  other  places  thereabouts,  with  provifion, 
and  4  goats. 

The  4th  is  called  the  Four  Siflefs,  as  I  heare,  of  about 
300  tunns,  which  fay  me  Ihip  carried  many  cattell,  with 
paflengers  and  provifion. 

The  5th  is  called  the  Mayflower,  carrying  p^fFengerg 
and  provifion. 

Now  amongfl:  thefe  5  Ihips,  the  George  having  the 
fpecial  and  urgent  caufe  of  haftening  her  pafTage,  fet  fayle 
before  the  reft  about  the  middle  of  April.  And  the  Four 
Siflers  and  theMayflower,being  not  thoroughly  furnifhed, 
intended,  as  we  heard,  to  fet  forth  about  3  week  after  iis: 
But  we  that  were  in  the  Talbot  and  the  Lyon's  Whelpe; 
being  ready  for  our  voyage,  by  the  good  hand  of  God'^ 
providence,  hoy  (led  our  fayle  from  Graves-end  on  Saturday 
the  25th  of  April,  about  7  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Hav- 
ing but  a  faynt  wynd  we  could  not  go  farre  that  day,  but 
at  night  we  arrived  againft  Leigh,  which  is  12  miles  front 
Graves- end,  and  there  we  refled  that  night,  and  kept 
Sabbath  the  next  day. 

On  Monday  (the  27th)  we  fat  forward  and  came  to  the 
flatts,  a  pafTa^e  fomewhat  difiicult  by  reafo.n  of  the  narrow- 
nes  of  the  channel  and  fl:iallownes  of  the  water  ;  and  going 
over  this  we  were  in  fome  daunger:  for  the  fliip  being^ 
heavy  laden  and  drawing  deepe  water  was  fenfibly  felt  of 
us  all  to  llrike  3  or  4  tymes  on  the  ground  :  but  the  wind 
blowing  fomewhat  ftrong  we  were  carried  fwiftly  oh,  and 
ac  la  if  by  God's  bleffing  came  fafe  to  ancre  at  Gorin  foade. 

Tueiday  (28th)  we  went  a  littlefurther,andancred  o'Ver 
againff  Margret  downe,  (laying  for  a  wind  for  theDownes. 

Wednefday  (29th)  we  came  fafely  throughvvlrh  much 
turning  and  tacking  thorow  the  gullies  iaco  the  Downes; 
a-nd  Rayed  thai  night. 

_  D  •      fhiarfa^ 
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Thurfday  (30th)  Fryday  and  Saturday  (May  ift  &  2d) 
the  wind  blew  hard  from  fourh  well  and  caufed  our  (hip 
to  daunce,  and  divers  of  our  palTenirers  and  my  wilfe  fpe- 
cially  were  fea  ficke.  Here  the  King's  (hip  called  the 
AiTurance,  prefled  2  of  our  mariuc^rs.  Here  we  faw  ma- 
ny porpufes  playing  in  the  fea,  which  they  fay  is  a  figne 
of  fowle  w^eather. 

(May  3.)  Sabbath  day,  a  windye  day  and  could:  We 
kept  Sabbarh  flaying  flill  at  the  Downes. 

Monday  (4th)  God  fent  us  a  fayre  gale  of  winde,  North 
N.Eall,  whereby  we  came  merrily  from  the  Downes,  and 
pafling  Dover  we  faw  6  or  7  faile  o\  Duukirkers  wafting 
after  us ;  but  it  feemed  they  faw  our  company  was  tooflrong 
for  them,  for  then  we  had  with  us  3  or  4  (liips  that  went 
for  the  Streights  :  So  they  returned  backe  from  purfuing 
ws  any  longer.  But  fayling  with  a  good  wind  we  went 
fpeedily,  and  at  night  cam.e  ncere  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  but 
being  darke,  we  durft  not  put  into  the  channell,  but  put 
backe  for  fea-roome4  houres,'and  then  other  4  hcurcs 
fayled  backe  agayne  the  fame  way. 

Tuefdiy  (5th)  early  in  the  morning  we  entered  the 
channell,  the  wind  being  weake  and  ca!me,  and  pafTed  by 
Portfmouth  very  llowly  ;  but  in  the  afiernoone  the  wind 
quickened,  and  we  were  forced  to  ancre  a  little  on  this  fide 
Cowcaftle,  but  the  wind  growing  more  favourable,  we 
weighed  and  came  to  ancre  againe,  right  againfl  Cow- 
caftle, thinking  to  ftay  that  night,  the  wind  being  very 
calme.  Here  I  and  my  wirTe  and  my  daughter  Mary,  and 
2  maids,  and  fome  others  with  us,  obtained  of  the  mafler 
of  the  fhip  to  go  a  (boa re  to  refrefii  us,  and  to  wafh  our 
Jinnens,  and  fo  we  lay  at  Cowes  that  night.  But  the  wind 
turning  when  we  w^ere  abfenr,  they  hoyfted  fayie  and  left 
us  there,  and  ancred  8  miles  further,  over  againfl  Yar- 
ffiourh,  about  8  of  [he  clocke  at  night. 

Wednefday  (6th)  betyme  in  the  morning  the  (lialope 
was  fent  from  the  fhip  ro  fetch  us  to  Yarmouth  ;  but  the 
water  nroved  rough  and  our  women  defired  to  be  fett  on 
flioare  3  miles  (hort  of  Y^armouih,  and  {o  went  on  fooie 
by  land  and  lodged  iu  Yarmouth  that  night.  ^^ 
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On  Thurfday  and  Fryday  (7th  &  8th)  there  mafler 
Becher,  allowed  by  the  Company,  gave  me  40/?  to  make 
our  provifion  of  what  things  we  would  for  the  voyage. 

Saturday  (9th)  we  went  to  board  againej  and  this  day 
we  had  2  other  men  preffed  to  ferve  the  King's  fliip  j  but 
we  got  one  agayne  by  in  treaty. 

The  Sabbath  next  day  (loth)  we  kept  the  (hip,  where 
I  preached  in  the  morning ;  and  in  the  afternoone  was  in- 
treated  to  preach  at  Yarmouth,  where  Mr.  Meare  and 
Captain  Borley  entertained  us  very  kyndly,  and  earneflly 
defired  to  be  Satisfied  of  our  fafe  arrivaliin  New  England, 
and  of  the  (late  of  the  country. 

Monday  morning  (i  i  th)  blew  a  fayre  wind  from  E.S.E. 
and  the  Lion's  Wheipe  having  taken  in  all  her  provifion 
for  paflengers,  about  3  of  the  clocke  in  the  afternoone  we 
hoy  fed  fayle  for  the  Needles,  and  by  God's  guidance  fafely 
pafTed  that  narrow  paiTage  a  little  after  4  a  clocke  in  the 
afternoone.  And  being  entred  into  the  fea,  from  the  top 
of  the  mail,  we  difcerned  4  fayle  of  (liips  lying  fouthward 
from  us.  But  night  coming  on  we  tooke  in  our  long  boate 
and  flialopc.  And  the  next  day  (12th)  we  had  a  fayre  gale 
of  eaflerly  wind  that  brought  us  tpwards  night  as  farre  as 
the  Lizzard. 

Wednefday  (loth)  the  wind  flill  houlding  eaflerly,  we 
came  as  farre  as  the  land's  end,  in  the  utmofl  pare  of 
Cornwall,  and  fo  left  our  deare  native  foyle  of  England 
behind  us ;  and  fayling  about  10  leagues  further  we  paffed 
the  lies  of  Scillie  and  launched  the  fame  day  a  great  way 
into  the  maine  ocean.  And  now  my  wiffe  and  other  paf- 
fengers  began  to  feele  the  toffing  waves  of  the  weflerne 
fea,  and  fo  were  very  fea  ficke, 

And  this  is  to  be  noted,  that  all  this  while  our  pafTage 
hath  beene  upon  the  coaft  of  England,  fo  ought  truly  to  be 
accounted  the  firft  day  of  our  parting  with  Quid  England. 

Thurfday  (14th)  the  fame  eaflerly  wind  blew  all  day 
and  night,  and  the  next  day  (15th)  fo  that  [om^  of  the 
feamen  thought  we  were  come  by  this  tyme  200  leagues 
Uoiji  England,  but  toward  night  the  V\ind  was  calme. 

V  z  Saturday 
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Saturday  (i6th)  we  were  becalmed  all  day.  This  day 
met  us  a  little  fhip  that  came  from  Chrillopher  iQands. 

Sabbach  (17th)  being  the  firft  Lord's  day  we  held  at 
i!"ea  was  very  calme,  efpecially  in  the  morning,  but  we  were: 
diflurbed  in  ou-r  morning  fervice  by  the  appearance  of  a 
Bifcayners  fhip,  a  man  of  warre,  that  made  towards  us,  and 
manned  out  his  boare  10  view  Uo :  Bur  finding  u^  too  ilrong 
for  him  he  duril:  not  venture  roaffauir  us,  burmade  off. 

This  day  my  two  children  Samuel  and  Mary  began  to 
be  fickeoFthe  fmall-pocks  and  purples  togeibrr,  which  was 
brought  into  the  (liip  by  one  Mr.  Browne  who  was  ficke 
of  the  fame  at  Graves-end,  whom  it  pleafed  God  to  make 
the  firfl:  occafion  of  bringing  that  contagious  ficknes  among 
us,  wherewith  many  were  after  affli6ied. 

Monday  (iSth)  calme  dill,  the  wind  being  N.W.  blow- 
ing a  little  towards  evening,  but  contrary  to  ourcourfe. 

Tuefday  (19th)  wind  S.  W.  as  little  helpfull  as  the  for- 
mer and  blowing  very  weake.  This  day  the  mader  of  the 
(hip,  myfelfe  and  another  went  aboard  the  Lion's  Whelpe, 
where  Mr.  Gibs  made  us  welcome  with  bountifull  enter- 
tainment. And  this  day  towards  night  my  daughter  grew 
ficker,  and  many  blew  fpots  were  feene  upon  her  breail", 
which  affrighted  us.  At  the  firfl:  we  thought  they  had 
becne  the  plague  tokens;  but  we  found  afterwards  that  k 
was  only  an  high  meafure  of  the  infe<ftion  of  the  pocks, 
ivhich  were  flrucke  agayne  into  the  child,  and  fo  it  was 
God's  will  the  child  dyed  about  5  of  the  clocke  at  night, 
being  the  firfl  in  our  (liip  that  was  buried  in  the  boweils 
of  the  great  Atlantic  fea  ;  which,  as  it  was  a  griefe  to  us 
her  parents  and  a  terrrour  to  all  the  red,  as  being  the 
beginning  of  a  contagious  difeafe  and  mortality,  fo  in  the 
fame  judgment  it  pleafed  God  to  remember  mercy  in  the 
child,  in  forcing  it  from  a  world  r)f  mifery  wherein  others 
wife  (lie  had  lived  ail  her  dales.  For  being  about  4  ye^rs 
ould,  a  yeare  finee,  we  know  not  by  Vvhat  meanes,  fweyed 
hi  the  backe,  fo  that  it  was  broken  and  grew  crooked,  and- 
ihejovnts  of  her  hipps  were  loofcd  and  her  knees  went 
crooked,  piLtiful  to  fee.     Siace  which  ilie  hath  had  a  mod 

lamentable 
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lamentable  payne  in  her  belly,  and  would  ofc  tymes  cry  out 
in  the  day  and  in  her  fleep  alfo,  my  belly  !  which  declared 
her  extraordinary  diftemper.  So  that  in  refpecl  of  her  we 
had  caufe  to  take  her  death  as  a  blelTing  from  the  Lord  to 
fliorten  her  miferie. 

Wednefday  (2Qth)  a  wet  morning,  the  wind  was  W.S.W. 
and  in  the  afternoone  N.W.by  W.  both  being  contrary  tp 
our  courfe,  which  was  to  faile  W.byS.  Thus  it  pleafed 
God  to  lay  his  hand  upon  us  by  ficknes  and  death  and  con- 
trary winds ;  and  llirred  up  fome  of  us  to  make  the  motiom 
of  humbling  ourfelves  under  the  hand  of  God  by  keeping 
a  folemn  day  of  fafling  and  prayer  unto  God,  to  befeech 
him  to  remove  the  continuance  and  further  increafeof  thefc 
evills  from  us,  which  was  willingly  condefcended  unto  as 
a  dory  very  fitting  and  needful  for  our  prefent  flate  an^ 
condition. 

Thurfday  (2  ill)  there  being  two  minifters  in  the  (hip, 
Mr.  Smith  and  myfelfe,  we  endeavoured,  together  withi 
others,  to  confecrate  the  day  as  a  folemn  fafling  and  hu- 
miliation to  Almighty  God,  as  a  furtherance  of  our  prefent 
worke.  And  it  pleafed  God  the  (hip  was  becalmed  all 
day,  fo  that  we  were  freed  from  any  encum.brance:  And  as 
fonneas  we  had  done  prayers,  fee  and  behold  thegoodnes 
of  God,  about  7  a  clock  at  night  the  wind  turned  to  N.  E. 
and  we  had  a  fay  re  gale  that  night,  as  a  raanifeil  evidence 
of  the  Lord's  hearing  our  prayers.  I  heard  fome  of  the 
mariners  fay,  they  thought  this  was  the  firil  fea-fafl:  that 
ever  w'as  kept,  and  that  they  never  heard  of  the  like  per^ 
fourmed  at  fea  before, 

Fryday  (2  2d)  the  wind  fayre,  and  eaft  northerly,  and  for 
our  purpofe  for  New  England.  It  did  blow  firongly  and 
carried  us  on  amayne  with  tofTmg  waves,  which  did  affright 
them  that  were  not  wonted  to  fuch  fights. 

Saturday  (23d)  the  fam.e  wind  blowing  but  more  gently. 
Now  we  were  comforted  with  the  hope  of  my  foniie 
gamu^l's  recovery  of  the  fmall  pockes. 

(24th)  fhe  2d  Lord's  day,  an  orderly  wind  and  prof- 
pcrous, 
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On  Monday  (25th)  a  fayre  furme  gale,  the  wind  S.S.W, 

Tuefday  i^idih)  about  10  of  ihe  clocke  in  the  morning, 
whilfl  we  were  at  prayers  a  drone:  and  fudden  blafl  came 
from  the  north,  that  hoy  fed  up  the  waves  and  tofleu  us 
more  than  ever  before,  and  held  us  all  the  day  till  toward 
right,  and  then  abated  by  little  and  little  till  it  was  calme. 
This  day  Mr,  GofiVs  great  dog  fell  overboard  and  could 
not  be  recovered. 

Wednefday  (27th)  the  wind  ftill  N.  and  calme  in  the 
morning,  but  about  noone  there  arofe  a  So.  wind,  which 
encreafed  more  and  more,  fo  that  it  proved  to  us  that  are 
landmen  a  fore  and  terrible  florme ;  for  the  wind  blew 
mightily,  the  raync  fell  vehemently,  the  fea  roared  and  the 
v^aves  toffed  us  horribly ;  befidesit  was  fearefull  darke  and 
the  mariners  mait  wa^^  afraid  ;  and  noyfe  on  the  other  fide 
"with  their  running  here  and  there,  lowd  crying  one  to 
another  to  pull  at  this  and  that  rope.  The  waves  powred 
themfelvesover  the  fliip  that  the  2  boats  were  filled  with 
water,  that  they  werefayne  to  ftrike  holes  in  the  middof 
them  to  let  the  water  our.  Yea  by  the  violence  of  the  waves 
the  long  boats  roape  which  held  it  was  broken,  and  it  had 
like  to  have  been  waflied  overboard,  had^not  the  mariners 
with  much  payne  and  daunger  recovered  the  fame.  Bixc 
this  lafl:ed  not  many  houres;  after  which  it  became  a 
calmifh  day.  All  which  while  I  lay  clofe  and  warme  in 
my  cabine,  but  farre  from  having  lift  to  fleepe  with  Jonah  ; 
my  thoughts  vi'ere  otherwife  empoyed  as  the  tyme  and 
and  place  required.  Then  I  faw  the  truth  of  the  fcrip- 
ture  Pfal.  107.  from  the  23d  to  the  3 2d.  And  my  feare 
at  this  tyme  was  the  leiTe,  when  I  remembred  what  a  loving 
friend  of  myne,  a  minifter  accuflomed  to  fea  ftormcs  faid 
to  me  that  I  might  not  be  difmayed  at  fuch  ftormes,  for 
they  were  ordinary  at  fea,  and  it  feldome  falls  out  that  a 
fhip  perifheth  at  them  if  it  have  fea-roome.  Which  1  the 
rather  wryte  that  others  as  well  as  myfelte  by  the  know- 
ledge hereof  may  be  encouraged  and  prepared  againfh  thefe 
ordinary  fea-flormes. 

Thurfday  (28th)  So.  wind  j  calme  at  night. 

On 
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On  Fryday  (29th)  a  boiftrous  wind  blowing  crofle,  but 
was  allayed  towards   night  with  a  fliowre  of  rayne. 

Sarurd^^y  (30th)  So.  wind,  but  fayre  and  quiect. 

Sabbath  day  (31ft)  being  the  3d  Lord's  day,  fayre  and 
calme ;  we  faw  abundance  of  grampus  fifhes,  2  or  3  yards 
long,  and  a  body  as  bigg  as  an  oxe. 

Monday  (June  i.)  the  wind  wefterly  and  calme  :  But  be- 
fides  our  being^  flayed  by  contrary  winds  we  begun  to  find 
the  temperature  of  the  ayre  to  alter  and  to  become  more 
foletryand  rubje(fi  tounwholfome  foggs.  For  coming  now 
to  the  height  of  the  Wefterne  Hands,  fome  of  our  men  fell 
fickeof  the  fcurvie  and  others  of  thefmall  pockes,  which 
more  and  more  increafed  :  Yet  thankes  be  to  God  none 
dyed  of  it  but  my  owne  child  mentioned.  And  therefore, 
according  to  our  great  need,  we  appointed  another  fail  for 
the   next    day, 

Tuefday  (2d)  we  folemnly  celebrate  another  fad.  The 
Lord  that  day  heard  us  before  we  prayed  and  gave  us  an 
anfwer  before  we  called  ;  for  early  in  the  morning  the 
wind  turned  full  eafl,  being  as  fi(t  a  wind  as  could  blow. 
And  fitting  at  my  lludy  on  the  fhip's  poope  1  faw  many 
bonny  fifnes  and  porpufes  purfuing  one  another,  and  leap- 
ing feme  of  thera  a  yard  above  the  water.  Alfo  as  we  were 
at  prayers  under  the  hatch,  fome  that  were  above  f^w  a 
whale  puffing  up  water  not  farre  from  the  (hip.  Now 
my  wifTe  was  pretty  well  recovered  of  her  fea-ficknelTe. 

VVednefday  (3d)  a  fayre  day  and  fine  gale  of  full  Eaffe 
wind.  This  day  myfelfe  and  others  faw  a  large  round  fi(h 
fay  ling  by  the  (liip's  fide,  about  a  yard  in  length  and 
roundeth  every  way.  The  mariners  called  it  a  funne  fi{h  ; 
it  fpreadeth  out  the  finnes  like  beames  on  every  fide  4  or  5. 

Thurfday  and  Fryday  (4th  &  5th)  the  wind  full  E.  we 
were  carried  with  admiration  on  our  journey.  By  this  we 
were  miOre  than  half  way  to  New  England.  This  day  a 
fifli  very  flraunge  to  me,  they  call  it  acarvell ;  which  came 
by  the  fliip  fide,  wafting  along  the  top  of  the  water.  Ic 
appeared  at  the  the  firft  like  a  bubble  above  the  water  as 
bigg  as  a  man's  fift,  but  the  fifli  itfelfe  h  about  the  bignes 
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of  a  man's  thum,  fo  that  the  fidi  irfelfe  and  the  bubble  re- 
ft mbici  ihip  wirh  fayles,  which  therefore  is  called  a  carvell. 

Saturdny  (6rh)   wind  dire<ft   Eaft  flill. 

(7th)  f  he  4tl)  Sabbath  we  kept  at  fea.  The  wind 
fcallerly  till  noone,  aid  then  it  came  full  S.E.  a  ftronggalc 
that  night  and  the  next  day  (8th)  till  night.  Tuefday 
(prh)  I  he  fame  wind  held  till  9  a  clock  jn  the  morning: 
and  then  a  great  fliowre  which  laded  till  about  7  at  night, 
and  then  it  was  a  very  calme.  There  we  founded  with  a 
(dipfea  lyne  above  100  fadomeand  found  no  bottprn.  This 
iday  we  faw  a  fifli  called  a  turkle,  a  great  and  large  fliell 
filli,  fwimming  above  the  wacer  neere  the  fliip, 

Wednefday  (loth)  wind  northerly,  a  fine  gale  but 
calmifli  in  the  afternoone. 

Thurfday  (i  ith)  the  wind  at  N.  an  eafye  gale  and  fayre 
morning.  We  faw  a  mountayne  of  ice  ihining  as  white  as 
fnow  like  to  a  great  rocke  or  cli Ft  on  ilioare»  it  ftood  dill 
and  therefore  we  ihoughr  it  to  be  on  ground  and  to  reach 
the  bottome  of  the  (ta.  For  though  there  came  a  mighty 
llreame  from  the  north  yer  it  moved  not,  which  made  us 
found,  and  we  found  a  banke  of  40  fathom  decpc  where^ 
upon  we  judged  it  to  red :  and  the  height  above  was  as 
much.  We  faw  alfo  6  or  7  pieces  of  fee,  floating  on  the 
fea,  which  was  broken  off  from  the  former  mountayne* 
We  alfo  faw  great  dore  of  water  fowle  fwimming  by  the 
fliipp  within  muil<et  ihou,  of  a  pyde  colour  and  about  the 
bignefs  of  a  wild  duck,  about' 40  in  a  company.  The 
mariners  call  them  hag  birds.  Towards  night  came  a 
fogge,  that  the  Lions  Whelp  was  lod  till  morning.  And 
now  we  faw  many  bony  fidi  porpufes  and  grampufes  every 
day  more  and  more. 

Fryday  (T2th)  Foggie  and  calmidi,  the  wind  northerly 
in  the  m.orning,  but  about  noon  it  came  S.  E.  a  dainty 
joome  gale  which  carried  us  6  leagues  a  watch. 

Saturday  (t3th)  the  fame  wind  till  night,  and  we  faw 
great  dore  of  porpufes  and  grampufes. 

The  5th  fabbarh,  (14th)  the  fame  windj  towards  noon 
it  began  to  be  foggie,  and  then  it  rained  till  night,  we  went 
4  01'  5  leagues  a  watch,  Monday 
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Monday  (15th)  a  fayre  day  bqt  foggie,  the  fame  win^ 
^low'ng  but  with  frefli  gales  carried  us  7  leagues  a  watch. 
In  the  afternoon  it  blew  harder,  (o  the  fea  was  rough, and 
we  loft  the  fight  of  the  Lions  Whelpe :  it  being  foggie  we 
drummed  for  them,  and  ihey  fliot  of  a  gre4t  piece  of  or- 
dicance,  but  we  beared  not  one  another. 

Tuefday  (i6th)  wiud  S.byE.  foggie  till  about  10  a 
clocke.  While  we  were  at  prayers  it  cleared  up  about  an 
houre,  and  then  we  faw  the  Lion's  Whelpe,  djftant  abouf 
2  leagues  fouthward,  we  prefently  tackt  about  to  meet  her, 
and  Ihe  did  the  fam.e  to  meet  us,  but  before  we  could  get 
together  a  thick  fogge  came,  that  we  were  lorig  in  finding 
each  other.  This  day  we  founded  divers  tymes,  and  found 
purfelves  on  another  hnnke,  at  firft  40  fathom,  after  36, 
sfter  33,  after  24.  We  thought  it  to  have  been  the  bank 
over  againft  Cape  Sable,  but  we  were  deceived,  for  we 
knew  not  certainly  where  we  were  becaufe  of  the  fogge. 
After  3  or  4  hours  company  we  loft  the  Lion's  Whelpe 
agayne,  apd  beaie  the  drum  and  fhot  of  a  great  piece  of 
ordinance,  and  yet  heard  not  of  them.  But  perceiving  the 
banke  to  grow  ftill  fhallower  we  found  it  27  and  24  fa- 
thoms. Therefore,  being  a  fogg,and  fearing  we  were  too 
neare  land  we  tacl^t  about  forfea-foome  for  2  or  3  watches, 
and  fteered  foutheaft. 

Wednefday  (17th)  very  foggie  ftill,  and  wind  S.byW. 
and  founding  found  no  bortome  that  we  could  reach, 

Thurfday  (i8th)  wind  full  W.  and  contrary  to  us. 
This  day  a  notorious  wicked  fellow  thar  was  given  to 
fwering  and  boafting  of  his  former  wickednes,  bragged 
th4t  he  had  got  a  wench  with  child  before  he  came  thi$ 
voyage,  and  mocked,  at  our  daies  of  faft,  railing  and  jefting 
againft  puritans,this  fellow  fell  fick  of  the  pockes  and  dyed. 
We  founded  and  found  38  fathom,  and  ftayed,  for  a  little 
^  while,  to  take  fpme  cod  fi(li,  and  feafted  ourfe Ives  merrily. 

Fryday  (^pih)  wind  Weft  ftill,  a  very  fayreclearc  day. 
About  4  a  clock  in  the  afternoone  fome  went  up  to  the 
top  of  the  miaft,  and  affirmed  to  our  great  comfort  they 
U\v  land  to  the  northeaftw^rd. 

Saturday 
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Saturday  (20th)  wind  S.  W.  a  fay  re  gale.  We  founded 
and  found  40,  30,  22,  and  a  little  afrer  no  ground. 

Sabbath  (2 1  i\)  being  the  6th  Lord's  day ;  wind  norther- 
ly but  fayre  and  calm. 

Monday  (2  2d)  wind  eaflerly,  a  fayre  gale.  This  day 
we  favv  a  great  deal  of  froth  not  farre  from  us :  we  feared 
it  might  be  fome  breach  of  water  againft  fome  rockes, 
therefore  the  mailer  of  our  (hip  hoi  (led  out  the  (lial- 
lop  and  went  with  fome  of  the  men  ro  fee  what  it  was  ; 
but  found  itonely  to  be  a  froarh  carried  by  the  llreame. 

Tuefday  (23d)  the  wind  N.E.  a  fayre  gale. 

Wednefday  (24th)  wind  N.  E.  a  fayre  day  and  cleare ; 
about  9  a  clocke  in  the  morning  we  efpied  a  fliipp  about 
4  leagues  behind  us  j  which  proved  ro  be  the  LionsWhelpc, 
which  had  been  a  weeke  feperared  from  us,  we  (toped  for 
her  company.  This  day  a  ^hild  of  good  man  Clarke, which 
had  a  confumption  before  it  came  ro  fliipp,  died.  This 
day  we  had  all  a  cle^re  and  comfortable  fight  of  America, 
and  of  the  Cape  Sable  tliat  was  over  againll:  us  7  or  8 
leagues  northward.  Here  we  faw  yellow  gillifiowers  on 
the  fea. 

Thurfday  (25th)  wind  flill  N.  E.  a  full'  and  frefli  gale. 
In  the  afternoon  we  had  a  clcare  fight  of  many  illands  and 
hills  by  the  fea  flioare.  Now  we  faw  abundance  of  mack- 
rill,  a  great  (tore  of  great  whales  puffing  up  water  as  they 
goe,  fome  of  them  came  neere  onr  ftiipp  :  this  creature  did 
aftonifli  us  that  faw  them  not  before ;  their  back  appeared 
like  a  little  illand.  At  5  a  clocke  at  night  the  wind  turned 
S.  E.  a  fayre  gale.  This  day  we  caught  mackrill. 

Fryday  (26th)  a  foggie  morning,  but  after  cleare  and 
wind  calme.  We  faw  many  fcools  of  mackrill,  infinite 
multitudes  on  every  fide  our  fliip.  The  fea  was  abun- 
dantly ftored  with  rockweed  and  yellow  flowers  like  gilly- 
flowers. By  noon  we  were  within  3  leagues  of  Capan, 
and  as  we  fayled  along  the  coafls  we  faw  every  hill  and 
dale  and  every  ifland  full  of  gay  woods  and  high  trees. 
The  nearer  we  came  ro  the  fhoare  the  more  flowers  in 
abundance,  fometyme?  fcattered  abroad,  fco.etymes  joyned 

in 
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in  (lieets  9  or  10  yards  long,  which  we  fuppofed  to  be 
brought  from  the  low  meadowes  by  the  tyde.  Now  what 
with  (ine  woods  and  greene  trees  by  land,  and  thefe  yel- 
low flowers  paynting  the  fea,  made  us  all  defirous  to  fee 
oar  new  paradife  of  New  England,  whence  we  faw  fuch 
forerunning  fignals  offertilitie  afarreofF.  Coming  neare 
the  harbour  towards  night  we  takt  about  for  fea-roome. 

Saturday  (27th)  a  foggie  morning  ;  but  after  8  o'clocke 
in  the  morning  very  cleare,  the  wind  being  fomewhat  con- 
trary at  So.  and  by  Weft,  we  tackt  to  and  againe  with  get- 
ting little ;  but  with  much  adoe,  about  4  o'clock  in  the 
afcernoone,  having  with  much  payne  compafTed  the  har- 
bour, and  being  ready  to  enter  the  fame,  fee  how  things 
may  fuddenly  change  !  there  came  a  fearfull  guft  of  wind 
and  rayne  and  thunder  and  lightning,  whereby  we  were 
borne  with  no  little  terrour  and  trouble  to  our  mariners, 
having  very  much  adoe  ro  loofe  downe  the  fayles  wheii 
the  fury  of  the  ftorme  held  up.  But  God  be  praifed  it 
laded  but  a  while  and  foone  abated  agayne,  And  hereby 
the  Lord  (hewed  us  what  he  could  have  done  with  us,  if  it 
had  pleafed  him.  But  bleffed  be  God,  he  foone  removed 
this  itorme  and  it  was  a  fayre  and  fweet  evening. 

VVe  hag  a  wefterly  wind  which  brought  us  between  5 
and  6  o'clock  to  a  fyne  and  fweet  harbour,  7  miles  from  the 
head  point  of  Capan.  This  harbour  20  (liips  may  eafily 
ryde  therein,  where  there  was  an  ifland  whither  four  of 
our  men  with  a  boate  went,  and  brought  backe  agayne  ripe 
ftrawberries  and  goofeberries,  and  fweet  fingle  rofes. 
Thus  God  was  merciful  to  us  in  giving  us  a  taft  and  fmcll 
of  the  fweet  fruit  as  an  earned  of  his  bountiful  goodnesto 
welcome  us  at  our  firfl:  arrivall.  This  harbour  was  two 
leagues  and  fomething  more  frppi  the  harbour  at  Naim- 
kecke,  where  our  fliips  were  to  reft,  and  the  plantation  is 
already  begun.  But  becaufe  the  pafTage  is  difficult  and 
night  drew  on,  we  put  into  Capan  habour. 

(28th)  The  Sabbath,  being  the  firft  we  kept  in  Ame- 
rica, and  the  7th  Lord's  day  after  we  parted  with  England. 

Monday  (2c?rh)  we  came  from  Capan,  to  go  to  Naim- 

kecke. 
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kecke,  the  wind  northerly.  I  flioiild  have  toujd  you  before 
that  the  planters  fpying  our  EngliOi  colours  the  Governour 
fent  a  (lialop  with  2  men  on  Saturday  to  pilot  us.  Th'^fq 
reded  the  Sabbath  with  us  at  Capan ;  and  this  day,  by 
God's  blefling  and  their  directions,  we  palled  the  curious 
and  difficult  entrance  into  the  large  fpacious  harbour  of 
Naimkecke.  And  as  we  pafTed  along  it  was  wonderful  to 
behould  fo  many  iflands  replcuilhed  with  thicke  wood  and 
high  trees,  and  many  fayre  greene  paflures.  And  being 
come  into  the  harbour  we  fa^v  the  George  to  our  great 
comfort  then  being  come  on  Tuefday  which  was  7  daie? 
before  us.  We  reded  that  night  with  glad  and  thank^'i^ 
hearts  that  God  had  put  an  end  to  our  long  and  tedious 
journey  through  the  greateft  fea  in  the  world. 

The  next  morning  (30th)  the  governour  came  aboard 
foour  (hip,  and  bade  us  kindly  welcome,  and  invited  me 
and  my  wifFe  to  come  on  (hoare,  and  take  our  lodging  iu 
his  houfe,  which  we  did  accordingly, 

Thus  you  have  a  faithful  report  collected  from  day  ro 
day  of  all  the  particulars  that  were  worth  noting 
in  our  palTage, 


NOW  in  our  paflage  divers  things  are  remarkcable, 

FIRST,  through  God's  bleffing  our  paflage  was  fliort 
and  fpeedy,  for  whereas  we  had  1000  leagues,  thar 
IS  5000  miles  Englifh,  to  faile  from  Quid  to  New  England, 
we  performed  the  fame  in  6  weeks  and  3  dayes. 

Secondly,  our  palTage  was  comfortable  and  eafie  for  the 
nioft  parr,  having  ordinarily  fayre  and  moderate  wind, 
and  being  freed  for  the  moil  part  fron^  dormie  and  rough 
feas,  faving  one  night  only,  which  we  that  were  not  ufed 
thought  to  be  more  terrible  than  indeed  it  was,  and  this 
"Was  XVednefday  at  night  May  27th. 

Thirdly,  our  pafHige  was  alfo  health  full  to  our  paiTen- 
gers^  being  freed  from  the  great  contagion  of  ihc  fcurvie 

and 
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and  other  maledi(nions,  which   in  other  paiTages  to  other 
places  had  taken  away  the  lives  of  many.     And  yet  wd 
were  in  all  reafon  iii  wonderful  danger  all  the  way,  our 
lliip  being  greatly  crowded  w'ith  paiTerigers;  but  through 
God's  great  goodriefs  we  had  none  that  died  of  the  pockes 
but  that  wicked  fellow  that  fcorned  at  fading  and  prayer. 
There  were  indeed  2  little  children,  one  of  my  owne  and 
another  befide  j  but  I  do  not  impute  it  meerely  to  the  paf- 
fage;  for  they  were  both  very  fickly  children,  and  not 
likely  to  have  lived  long,  if  they  had  not  gone  to  fea.  And 
take  this  for  a  rule,   if  children  be  heahhfull  when  they 
come  to  fea,   the  younger  they  are  the  better  they  will 
endure  the  fea,  and   are  not  troubled  with  fea-ficknes  as 
older  people  are,  as  we  had  experience  in  many  children; 
that  went  this  voyage.     My  wiffe  indeed,  in  icffing  wea- 
ther, was  fomething  ill  by  vomiting,  but  in  calme  weathef 
ffie  recovered  agayne,  and  is  now  much  better  for  the  fea 
ficknes.     And  for  my  owne  parr,  whereas  I  have  for  di- 
vers yeares  pad  been  very  fickly  and  ready  to  caft  up  what- 
foever  I  have  eaten,   and   was  very  ficke  at  London  and 
Gravefend,  yet  from  the  tyme  I  came  onfhipboard  to  this- 
day,  I  have  been  flratingely  heajthfull.     And  now'  I  caa 
digeft  our  {hip  diett  very  well,  which  I  could  not  when  I 
Was  at  land.    And  indeed  in  this  regard  I  have  great  caufe 
to  give  God  praife,  that  he  hath  made  my  coming  to  be  a 
tiiethod  to  cure  me  of  a  wonderful  weake  (lomacke  and 
continual  payne  of    melancholly  wynd  from   the  fplene : 
Alfo  divers  children  were  licke  of  the  fiiiall  pockes,  but 
are  fafcly  recovered  agayne,  and  2  or  3  paffengers  towards 
the  latter  end  of  the  voyage  fell  ficke  of  the  fcurvie,  but 
coming  to  land  recovered  in  a  fhort  tym.e. 

Fourthly,  our  pafTage  was  both  pleafurable  and  profit* 
table.  For  we  received  inftru^lion  and  delight  ill  behould- 
ing  the  wonders  of  the  Lord  in  the  deepe  waters,  and 
fomerimes  feeing  the  fea  round  us  appearing  with  a  terrible 
countenance,  and  as  it  were  full  of  high  hills  and  deepe 
vallyes;  and  fomeiiraes  it  appeared  as  a  mofl:  plain  and  even 
meadow.     And  ever  and  anca  we  faw  divers  kynds  of 

fiflies' 
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fiflies  fportiny  in  the  great  waters,  great  grampufes  and 
huge  whalesjgoing  by  companies  and  puffing  up  vvater- 
flreames.  ifhofe  that  love  their  owne  chimney  corner, 
and  dare  not  go  farre  beyond  their  owne  townes  end  (hall 
neever  have  the  honour  to  fee  thefe  wonderfull  vvorkes 
©f  Almighty  God. 

Fiithly,  we  had  a  pious  andchriitian-like  palTage;  for 
1  fuppofe  pafTengers  (hall  feldom  find  a  company  of  more 
Fcligious,  honert  and  kynd  feamen  than  we  had.  We  con- 
ftanijy  ferved  God  morning  and  evening  by  reading  and 
expounding  a  chapter,  fmging,  and  prayer.  And  the  Sab- 
bath was  folemnely  kept  by  adding  to  the  former,  preach- 
ing twife  and  carechifing.  And  in  our  great  need  we  kept 
sfolemne  fafls,  and  found  a  gracious  eiiedl-.  Let  all  that 
love  and  ufe  falling  and  praying  take  noiife  that  it  is  as 
prevaileable  by  fea  as  by  land,  wherefoev^er  it  is  faithfully 
performed.  Befides  the  (liip  mafter  and  his  company  ufed 
every  night  to  fett  their  8  and  12  a  clocke  watches  with 
finging  a  pfalme  and  prayer  that  was  not  read  out  of  a 
booke.  This  I  wryte  not  for  boafling  and  flattery  ;  but 
for  the  benefit  of  thofe  that  have  a  mynd  to  come  to  New 
England  hereafter,  that  if  they  looke  for  and  defyre  to 
bave  as  profperous  a  voyage  as  we  had,  they  may  ufe  the 
fame  meanes  to  attayne  the  fame.  So  letting  pafie  our 
paflage  by  fea,  we  willnow  bring  ourdifcourfe  to  land  on 
the  fhoare  of  New  England,  and  I  fliall  by  God's  affillance 
endeavour  to  fpeake  nothing  but  the  naked  truth,  and  boih 
acquaint  you  with  the  commodities  and  difcommodities  ot 
the  country. 

[0(  the  earth  :  Of  ihe  water :  Of  the  ayre :  Of  thefire 
in  New  England  :  As  alfo  of  the  difcommodities  of  the 
country,  and  the  condition  of  the  Natives,  that  may  be 
feene  at  large  in  Mr.  Higginfon's  printed  relation  of 
New  England.] 

NOW  for  the  prefent  condition  of  the  plantation  what  it 
is.     When  we  came  firfl  toNaimkecke,  now  called 
Salem,  w^e  found  about  half  a  fcore  houfes  built :  and  a  fay  re 

houfe 
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houfe  newly  built  for  the  governour,  and  we  found  alfo 
abundance  of  corne  planted  by  them,  excellent  good  and 
well  liking.  We  brought  with  us  about  200  pafTengers  and 
planters  more,  which  now  by  common  confent  of  all  the 
ould  planters  are  all  now  combyned  together  into  one 
body  politique  under  the  fame  governor.  There  arc  with 
us  in  all  ould  and  new  planters  300,  whereof  200  are  fet- 
tled at  Naimkecke,  now  called  Salem,  and  the  reft  plant 
themfelves  at  MalTachufets  bay,  being  to  build  a  towne 
there  called  Charlefton  or  Charleftowne  ;  we  that  are  fet- 
tled at  Salem  make  what  hafle  we  can  to  build,  fo  that 
within  a  fhorr  tyrae  we  fhall  have  a  fayre  towne.  We 
have  great  ordnance  whereof  we  doubt  not  but  to  fortifyc 
ourfelves  in  fliort  tyme,  to  keepe  out  a  potent  adverfarye. 
But  that  which  is  our  greateft  comfort  and  means  of  de- 
fence above  all  others,  is,  that  we  have  here  the  true  re- 
ligion and  holy  ordinances  of  almighty  God  amongft  us. 
Thanks  be  to  God  w'e  have  plenty  of  preaching  and  dili- 
gent carechifing,  with  (triifl  and  careful!  exercife  of  good 
and  commendable  orders  to  bring  our  people  to  chriftiaa 
Gonverfation,  which  whilft  we  do  we  doubt  not  but  God 
will  be  with  us,  and  fo  Rom.  8.  3 1.  what  ftiall  we  then  fay 
to  thefe  things.  If  Ggd  be  with  us  who  can  be  againft  us  ? 


Some  brief  collections  out  of  a  letter  that  Mr.  Higginfoa 
fent  to  his  friends   at  Leicefter. 

THERE  are  certainly  expected  here  the  next  fpring 
the  coming  of  60  familyes  out  of  Dorcetterfliire, 
who  have  by  letters  fignified  fo  much  to  the  Governour  to 
defy  re  him  to  appoint  them  places  of  habitations  j  they 
bringing  their  miniflers  with  them.  Alfo  many  families 
are  expelled  out  of  Lin  coin  (li  ire  and  a  minifter  with  them, 
and  a  great  company  of  godly  chriflians  out  of  London. 
Such  of  you  as  come  from  Leifter,  I  would  counfell  you 
to  come  quickly,  and  that  for  two  reafons.  ift^  if  you  lin- 
ger too  long,  the  paiTages  of  Jordan  through  the  malice  of 

Sathan 
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Satban  may  be  flopped  ;  that  you  can  not  come  if  yort 
would.  2dly,  Thofe  that  come  firft  fye^d  bed  here,  and 
have  the  priviledge  of  choofmg  choife  places  of  habita- 
tions. Little  childreri  o^  5  years  ould  may  by  fetting  cornc 
one  month  be  able  to  get  their  owne  maintenance  abun- 
dantly. Oh  what  a  good  worke  might  you  that  are  rich 
do  for  your  pooi-e  brethren,  to  helpc  them  with  your 
purfes  onely  to  convey  them  hither  with  their  children 
ind  families,  where  they  may  live  as  well  both  for  foule 
and  body  as  any  where  in  the  world.  Befides  they 
will  recompenfe  the  coft  by  helping  to  build  houfes  and 
plant  your  ground  for  a  tyme;  which  (liall  be  difficult 
worke  at  the  firft,  except  you  have  the  helpe  of  many 
hands.  Mr.  Johnfon  out  of  Lincolnfliire  and  many  others 
have  helped  our  godly  chriilians  hither,  to  be  employed 
in  their  worke  for  a  while,  and  then  to  live  of  them- 
felves.  We  have  here  about  40  goats  that  give  mi'.ke^ 
and  as  many  milch  kync;  we  have  6  or  7  mares  and  aii 
horfe,  and  do  every  day  expert  the  coming  of  half  a  fcofc 
tnares  more,  and  30  kyne  by  twofliipps  that  are  to  follow 
lis.  They  that  come  let  them  bring  mares,  kyne  anci 
flieepe  as  many  as  they  can :  Ireland  is  the  bed  place  to 
provide  flieepe,  and  lye's  in  the  way.  Bring  none  that  are 
in  lambe,  nor  mares  in  foale ;  for  tliey  are  in  more  dan- 
ger to  perifli  at  ka.  Of  all  trades  carpenters  are  mo(! 
needful,  therefore  bring  as  many  as  )ou  can.  It  were  a' 
wife  courfe  for  thofe  that  are  of  abilityes  to  joyne  loge- 
ther  and  buy  a  (liipp  for  the  voyage  and  other  merchan- 
dize. For  the  governor  would  that  any  man  may  em- 
ploy his  ftocke  in  what  merchandifes  he  pleafe,  excepting' 
onely  beaver  fl^ins,  which  the  company  of  merchants  re- 
ferve  to  themfelves  and  the  managing  of  the  publique 
flocke.  If  any  be  of  the  mynde  to  buy  a  fnipp,  my  cou- 
fm  Nowells  counfell   would    be  good.      Alfo  one   Mr. 

•^ a  very  godly  man   and  the  mailer  of  the  (hip  we 

went  in,  arid  likewifeone  Ivlr.  Graves  the  mafleV's  niaite; 
dwelling  in  Wapping,  may  herein  flaund  you  in  fleed. 
The  payment  of  the  tranfpona^ion^  of  thitigsis  v,'omh-ou^' 

deafcy 
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deare,  as  5/.  a  man,  and  10/.  a  horfe,  and  commonly  3/.  for 
every  tunneof  goodes :  So  that  a  little  more  then  will  pay 
for  tne  pafTage  will  purchafe  the  poiTeilioa  of  a  (hip  for 
all  together. 

No  man  hath  or  can  have  a  houfe  built  for  him  here 
unlelTe  he  comes  himfelfe,  or  elfe  fends  feruants  before  to 
do  it  for  him.  It  was  an  errour  that  1  now  perceive  both 
in  myfelfe,  and  others  did  conceive  by  not  rightly  under- 
flanding  the  merchaunts  meaning.  For  we  thought  :hat 
all  that  put  in  their  money  into  the  common  ftocke  (hould 
have  a  houfe  built  for  them,  befides  fuch  a  portion  of  land  5 
but  it  was  not  (o.  They  Ihall  indeed  have  fo  much  land 
allotted  to  them  when  they  come  to  take  poflelTion  of  it 
and  make  ufe  of  it,  but  if  they  will  have  houfes  they  muft 
build  them.  Indeed  we  that  are  minifters,  and  all  the  reft 
that  were  entertained  and  fent  over  and  maintained  by  the 
reft  of  the  compmy,  as  their  fervants,  for  fuch  a  tyme  in 
fuch  employments,  all  fuch  are  to  have  houfes  built  them 
of  the  companies  charge  and  no  others  nor  otherwife. 
They  that  put  money  into  the  flocke,  as  they  do  a  good 
worke  to  helpe  forwards  fo  worthy  a  plantation,  fo  all  the 
gayne  they  are  like  to  have,  is  according  to  the  increafe  of 
the  ftocke  at  5  yeares  end,  by  the  trade  of  beaver,  befides 
the  lands  which  they  fhall  enjoy  when  they  will. 

All  that  come  m.ud  have  v:6l:ualls  with  them  for  a  twelve 
month,  I  meane  they  mud  have  meale,  oarmeale  and  fuch 
like  fuftenaunce  of  food,  till  they  can  gett  increafe  of  come 
by  their  owne  labour.  For.  otherwife,  fo  matiy  may  come 
without  provifion  at  the  firft,  as  that  our  fmali  beginnings 
inay  not  be  fufncient  to  maintayne  them, 

Beiore  you  come  be  careful!  to  be  flrongly  indrncled 
what  things  are  fitteil  to  bring  with  you  for  your  more 
comfortable  paiTage  at  fea,  as  alfo  for  your  huib-andrey  oc- 
cafions  when  you  come  to  the  land.  For  when  you  are 
o'lce' parted  with  England  you  fhall  meete  neither  witK 
taverns  cor  alehoufe,  nor  butchers,  nor  grofers,  nor  apo- 
thecaries i^noiy^  10  helpe  what  things  you  need,  in  the  midft 
of  the  gre^'t  ocean,  lior  \vhe2y0u  are  ccme  10  kiidj  here 
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are  yet  neither  markets  nor  fayres  to  huv  what  you  want. 
Therefore  be  fuie  tofurnifli  yourfelvcb  with  things  fitting 
to  be  had  before  you  com'* ;  as  mealefor  bread,  malt  for 
drinke,  woollen  and  linnen  cloarh,  and  ie->ther  for  (hoes, 
and  all  manner  of  carpenters  tooles,  and  a  good  deale  of 
iron  and  (leele  ro  make  naiies,  and  lockes  for  houfes  and 
furniture  for  ploughs  and  c^rts,  and  glalTe  for  windowcs, 
and  many  oiher  things  which  were  better  for  you  to 
think  of  them  there  than  ro  want  them  here. 

Whihl  1  was  wriring  this  letter  my  wifle  brought  me 
\«rord  that  the  fiibers  had  caught  t6oo  baiTe  at  one 
draught,  which  if  they  were  in  England  were  worth 
many  a  pound. 


Copy   of  a  Letter   from  Governor  Endecott   to 
Governor  Winthrop.* 

Ri^ht  Worfliipful, 

I  Did  expedt  lo  have  beene  with  you  In  perfon  at  the 
court,  and  to  that  end  I  pur  to  fea  yefterday  and 
was  driven  back  againe  the  wind  being  flifte  againft  us. 
And  there  being  noe  canoe  or  boate  at  Saguft  I  mull  have 
beene  conftraincd  to  goe  to  Miftick  and  thence  about  to 
Charles  town,  which  at  that  time  I  durft  not  be  fo  bold, 
my  bodie  being  at  this  prefent  in  an  ill  condition  to  wade 
or  take  cold,  and  therefore  I  defire  you  to  pardon  mee. 
Though  otherwife  1  could  much  have  deHred  it,  by  rea- 
fon  of  many  occafions  and  bufmelTes.  There  are  at  Mr. 
Hewfons  plantation  5  or  6  kine  verie  ill  and  in  great 
danger,  I  feare  they  will  hardlie  efcape  it  whereof  twoc 
are  myne  and  all  1  have  which  are  worfe  than  any  of  the 
reft.  I  left  myne  there  this  winter  to  doe  Mr.  Skelton  a 
pleafure  to  keepe  his  for  him  here  at  Salem  that  he  might 
have  the  benefit  of  their  milk.  And  I  underftand  by 

Wincoll 

*  This  Letter  and  divers  others  are  intended  meerly  to  give  forae 
idea  of  the  writers  and  contain  no  interelUng  hiRorical  matters. 
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WIncolI  that  they  have  been  ill  tended  and  he  faith  almoft 
flarved.  Belides  they  have  fed  on  acornes  and  they  cannoc 
digeft  them  for  that  they  vomitt  exceedinglie  and  are  fo 
bound  in  their  bodies  that  he  is  faine  to  rake  them  and 
to  ufe  all  his  ikWl  to  maintaine  life  in  them.  I  have 
willed  him  to  be  there  till  he  can  bring  them  to  fome 
drength  agaice  if  it  bepolTible.  And  1  have  given  him 
malt  to  make  them  maflies  of  licrris  and  annis  feedes  and 
long  pepper  and  fuch  other  things  as  I  had  to  drench 
them.  I  could  wilh  when  Manning  hath  recovered  his 
flrf  ngih  that  you  would  free  him,  for  he  will  never  doe 
you  or  Mr.  Hewfon  fervice,  for  when  he  was  well  he  was 
as  negligent  as  the  word:  of  rhem.  Mr.  Skelton,  myfelfe 
and  the  reft  of  the  congregation  defire  to  be  thankfull  to 
God  and  yourfelfe  for  your  benevolence  to  Mr.  Haughfons 
child.  The  Lord  reliore  it  you.  1  prevailed  with  much 
adoe  with  Sir  Richard  for  an  old  debt  heere,  which  he 
thought  was  defperate,  to  contribute  it,  which,  I  'hope  I 
ihail  make  good  for  the  child,  i  think  Mr.  Skehon  hath 
written,  to  you,  whome  he  thinks  ftand  mod  in  neede  of 
contriburicn  of  fuch  provifions  as  you  will  be  pleafcd  to 
give  amoDgft  us  of  that  which  was  fent  over.  Theyeele 
ports  you  fent  for  are  made,  which  I  had  in  my  boate, 
hoping  to  have  brought  them  with  mee.  I  caufed  him  to 
make  bur  two  for  ihe  prefent,  if  you  like  them  and  his 
prices  (for  he  worketh  for  him.felfe)  you  fliali  have  as 
many  as  you  defire.  He  felleth  them  for  a  (hillings  a  peece. 
Sir,  I  defired  the  rather  to  have  beenc  at  court  becaufe  I 
heare  1  am  much  complayned  on  by  gocdman  Dexter,  for 
flrikeing  him.  1  acknowledge  I  was  too  rafli  in  flrikeing 
him,  underRanding  fince  that  it  is  not  lawful  I  for  a  jnftice 
of  peace  to  ftrike.  But  if  you  had  feene  the  manner  of 
his  carriadoe  with  fuch  daiingof  mee  with  iiis  armes  oa 
kembow,  &c.  It  would  harve  provoked  a  very  patient  man. 
Ijur  I  will  write  noc  more  of  it  but  leave  it  till  we  fpeak 
before  you  face  to  face.  Onely  thus  Farre  f'uther  that  he 
Ivdih  given  cut  if  i  had  a  purfe  hp  would  make  mee  empty 
■^,  and  if  lie  cannoc  have  juPtice  hccrc  he  will  dcQ  wpnders 

£  2  ia 
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in  England,  and  if  he  cannot  prevale  there  hee  will  trie  it 
out  with  raee  heere  at  blowcs.  Sir,  I  defire  that  you  will 
take  all  into  confideration.  It  it  were  lawfull  to  trie  it  at 
blowes  and  hee  a  fict  man  for  mee  to  deale  with,  you  fhould 
not  heare  mee  compUine,  but  I  hope  the  Lord  hath 
brought  mee  cfF  from  that  courfe.  1  thought  good  fur- 
ther to  wryte  what  ray  judgment  is  for  the  difmiiTirtg  of 
the  court  till  corne  be  fett.  It  will  hinder  us  that  are 
farre  off  exceedingly,  and  not  further  you  there.  Mens 
labour  are  precious  heere  in  corne  fetting  tyme,  the  plan- 
tations beinir  yet  fo  weak.  I  will  be  with  you,  the  Lord 
afliiling  mee,  as  foone  as  conveniently  1  can.  In  themeanc 
uhiie  I  commit t  you  to  his  protection  and  fafeguard  that 
never  failes   his  children,  and  reil 

Your  unfeigned  loving  friend  to  command. 
Salem,  the  1 2th  of  Aprill  t^.  EndeCOtt. 

1631.  J 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Winrhrop,  Governor  of  the 
MaiTachufets,  to  Mr.  Bradford,  Governor  of  Plimouth, 
alfo  the  Copy  of  an  Order  of  his  Majefty's  Council. 

SIR, 
"I  "1  POM  a  petition  exhibited  by  Sir  Chrfrtcpher  Gar- 
IJ,  diner,  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges,  Capt.  Mafon,  &c. 
againft  you  and  us,  the  caufe  was  heard  before  the  Lords 
of  the  Privy  Councii,  and  afterwards  reported  lotheKing; 
the  fuccefs  whereof  m.akes  ir  evident,  to  all,  that  the  Lord 
hath  care  of  his  people  here:  the  paiTages  are  admirable 
and  too  long  to  write.  I  heartily  widi  for  an  opportu- 
nity to  impart  them  ro  you,  being  many  flieets  of  paper ; 
but  the  conclufjon  was  againft  all  mens  expectation,  an 
order  for  our  incouragenient,and  much  blame  and  difgrace 
upon  the  adverf^ries,  which  calls  for  much  ihankfulnefs 
from  us,  all  which  we  purpofe  (God  willing)  to  exprefs 

in 
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in  a  day  of  thankfgiving  to  our  mercifull  God  (I  doubt 
nor  bur  you  will  coiifider  if  it  be  not  fitc  for  voutojoyne 
in  it)  "who  as  he  hath  humbled  us  by  his  late  correction, 
fo  he  hath  lifted  us  up,  by  an  abundant  rejoycing  in  our 
deliverance  out  of  fo  defperate  a  danger;  fo  as  that 
which  our  enemies  built  their  hopes  upon,  to  mine  us  by, 
he  hath  mercifully  difpofed  to  our  great  advantage,  as  I 
(hall  further  acquaint  you  when  occafion  fhail  ferve. 

The  Copie  of  the  Order  follows. 

At  the  Court  at  Whitehall,  January    19,  1632, 

Sigillum  Crefcent. 

Lord  Privy  Seale  Mr.  Trevers 

Earle  of  Dorfet  Mr.  Vice  Chamberlaine 

Lord  Vifcount  Faulkland  Mr.  Secretary  Cooke 

Lord  Bifliop  of  London  Mr.  Secretary  Windebank 
Lord  Cot  ting  ton 

WHEP.EAS  his  Majeftyhath  lately  been  informed  of 
great  diiira<ftion  and  much  diforder  in  the  planta- 
tions in  the  parts  of  America  called  New-England,  which 
if  they  be  true,  and  fuffered  to  run  on,  would  tend  to  the 
difhonour  of  this  kingdom,  and  utter  ruine  of  the  planta- 
tion :  for  prevention  whereof,  and  ior  the  orderly  fetling 
of  government, according  to  the  intentions  of  thofe  patents 
which  have  been  granted  by  his  Majefly  and  from  bis  late 
royal  father  king  James,  it  hath  pleafed  his  Majefly  that 
the  Lords  and  others  of  liis  moft  honorable  Privy  Council 
fliould  take  the  fame  into  confideration.  Their  Lordfhips 
in  the  firfi  place  thought  iitt  to  make  a  committee  of  this 
Board  to  take  examinations  of  the  matters  informed. 
Which  committee  having  called  divers  of  the  principal 
adventurers  in  that  plantation,  and  heard  thofe  that  are 
complainants  againd  them,  m.Oil:  of  the  things  informed 
being  denied,  and  reding  to  be  proved,  by  parties  that 
muff  be  called  from  that  place,  which  required  a  long  ex- 
pence  of  time,  and  at  prefent  their  Lordfiiips  finding,  they 
tvere  upon  difpatch  of  men,  viil uals  and  merchandize  for. 

F<   3  "^  ^'  that 
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that  place,  all  which  would  be  at  a  (land  if  the  adventurer 
fliOLild  have  difcourageinenr,  or  take  fufpicion,  that  the 
flare  here  had  no  ;;ood  opinion  of  thar  plaacation  ;  thetr 
Lordfliips  nor  laying  the  fault  or  fancies  (if  any  be)  of 
fonie  particular  men,  upon  the  general  government  or 
principal  adventurers,  which  in  due  time  is  further  to  be 
enquired  into,  have  thought  fiu  in  the  mean  lime  to  de- 
cla»n,  that  the  appearances  were  fo  fair  and  hopes  fo  great, 
that  the  counrrv  would  prove  both  beneficial  to  this  king- 
dom, and  proiirable  to  the  particulars,  as  that  the  adven- 
tur  IS  had  caufc  to  go  on  chearfully  with  their  undertak- 
ings, and  reft  afTured,  it  things  were  carryed  as  was  pre- 
tended when  the  patents  were  ^ran:td,  and  accordingly  as 
by  the  patent  is*  appointed,  his  Majefiy  would  not  only 
maintaine  the  liberties  and  priviledges  heretofore  granted, 
but  fupply  any  thing  further  that  might  tend  to  the  good 
government,  profpeiity  and  comfort  of  his  people  there 
cf  that  place,  &c. 


Mr.  Cotton's  Letter,   giving  the  Reafons   of  his 
and  Mr.  Hooker's  Removal  to  New-England. 

Reverend  and  beloved  brother  in  our  blefled  Savior, 

^"'liAT  which  you  obferve  touchinge  the  wonderful! 
goodrieffe  of  the  Lord  to  my  wife,  and  childe,  in 
the  raidil:  of  deepe  dangers,  I  dcfire  never  to  forgetr  ir, 
but  to  walke  (as  the  Lord  ihall  be  pleafed  to  helpe  me) 
accordinge  to  that  abiindant  faithfullneffe  of  his  to  one  fo 
undefcrving  all  my  dayes.  Helpe  nie  with  your  faithfnll 
prayers  foe  to  doc  :  Thar  as  by  the  prayers  of  yourfelfe, 
and  other  brethren,  I  acknowledge  the  former  mercy  to 
have  beene  graunted  me,  foe  by  the  fame  ,a  fairhfuil  and 
frui'Jull  ufe  of  it  may  be  graunted  likcwife;  oiherwife  I 
may  fay  it  with  lliame,  I  fee  a  frame  of  fpiric  in  ray  feife 
ready  to  turne  every  grace  of  God  into  unprohtablenciTe, 
yea  and  fcrgccifullusiic  of  ihe  mofi  high  God,  llic  God  of 
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my  falvarion  :  Howfoever  God  dealt  otherwife  with  my 
cofigne  Suckey,  and  which  might  give  unto  feme  whom  it 
nearly  concerned  a  feafonable  advertifement,  yet  I  am  per- 
fwaded  it  was  in  much  faithfulnelTe  to  hir,  that  God  took 
her  away  to  prevent  the  difquietneffe  and  difcouragcmenc 
of  her  fpirit,  which  the  evills  enfueinge,  evills  hafteninge 
upon  the  towne,  would  have  brought  upon  hir  :  The  Lord 
is  wife  and  gracious,  and  knoweih  how  to  deliver  his,  out 
of  the  houre  of  temptation  ;  bleffed  for  ever  be  his  name 
in  Chrifl. 

The  queftions  you  demand,  I  had  rather  anfwer  by 
word  of  mouth,  than  by  letter,  yet  I  wiil  not  refufe  to 
give  you  account  of  my  brother  Hookers  removal!  and 
mine  owne,  feinge  you  require  a  reafon  thereof  from  us 
both.  We  both  of  us  concurre  in  a  3  fold  ground  of  re- 
moval. I.  God  havinge  (hut  a  doore  againft  both  of  us 
from  miniftringe  to  him  and  his  people  in  our  wonted  con- 
gregations, and  calling  us  by  a  remnant  of  our  people,  and 
by  others  of  this  countrye  to  minifter  to  them  here,  and 
opening  a  dore  to  us  this  way,  who  are  we  that  we  fliould 
ftrive  againfl  God  and  refufe  to  follow  the  concurrence  of 
his  ordinance  and  providence  together,  callingeus  forth  to 
minifterhei*e.  If  we  may  and  ought  to  follow  Gods  callinge 
3  hundred  my!es,why  not  3  thoufand  ?  2.  Our  Saviors  war- 
rant is  in  our  cale,  that  when  we  are  diftreiTed  in  our  courfe 
in  one  country  (nequld  dicam  gravius)  we  fliould  flee  to 
another.  To  choofe  rather  to  bear  wirnes  to  the  truth 
by  imprifonment  than  by  banilhment,  is  indecde  fometimes 
Gods  way,  but  not  in  cafe  men  have  ability  of  body  and  op- 
portunity to  remove,  and  no  neccf/ary  engagement  for  to 
flay.  Whilft  Peter  was  young  he  might  gird  himfelfe  and 
goe  wither  he  would,  Joh.  21.8.  but  when  he  was  old  and 
unfitt  for  traveyle,  then  indeed  God  called  him  rather  to 
fufFer  himfelfe  to  be  girt  of  others,  and  led  along  to  prifon, 
and  to  death,  bievertheles  in  this  point  1  conferred  with 
the  chefe  of  our  people,  and  offered  them  to  beare  witnes 
to  the  truth  I  had  preached,  and  pra6tifed  amongft  thera 

E  4  evea 
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even  unro  bonds,  if  they  conceived  it  might  be  any  confir- 
mation to  their  fayth  and  patience;  bin  they  difwaded  me 
that  courfe,  as  thinking  it  better  for  theinfelves,  and  for 
xne,  and  for  the  church  of  God,  to  withdraw  my  felfe  from 
the  prefcnt  florme,  and  to  minifter  in  this  country  to  fuch 
of  their  towne  as  they  had  fent  before  hither,  and  fuch 
others  as  were  wiliinge  to  goe  alonge  with  me,  or  to  follow 
after  me  j  the  moll  of  the  choofing  rather  to  dwell 

[obIi/erafed2 

there.       What    fervice   my  felfe,    and    brother   Hooker 
might  doe  to  our  people    or  other  brctheren  in    prifon 
(elpecially  in  clofe  prifon  which  was  feared)  1  fuppofe  we 
both  of  us  (by  Gods  helpe)  doe  the  fame,  and  much  more, 
ar.d  with  more  freedom  fiom  hence,  as  cccafion  is  offered : 
Bdides  all  our  ofher  fervice  to    the  people  here,  which 
yert  is  enough,  and  more  than   enough   to  fill   both  our 
handes,  yea  and  the  hands  of  many  brethren  more,  fuch  as 
your  leife,  fl:iould  God  be  plcafed  to  make  way  for  your 
comfortable  paifage  to  us.     To  have  tarryed  in  England 
for  the  end  you  mention,  to  appear  in  defence  of  that 
caufe   for   which   we  were  quellioned,  had  been  (as  we 
conceyve  it  in  our  cafe)   to  limitt  v/itnefTe-bearing  to  the 
caufe  (which  inay  be  done  more  ways  than  one)  to  one 
onely  way,  and  that  fuch  a  way  as  we  doe  not  fee  "God 
callinge  us  unto.     Did  not  Paul  bearewirneiTe  againft  the 
Levitical  ceremonyes,  and   yctt   choofe  rather  to  depart 
quickly  out  of  Flierufalem,  becaufe  the  mofl  of  the  Jews 
Vi'ould  not  receyve  his  teftimony  concerninge  Chriff  in  that 
queftion  (/  (fts  22.  18.)  than  to  flay  at  Hieruialem  to  bear 
U'itnefTe  to  that  caufe  unto  prifon  and  death  ?    Not  that 
we  came  hither  to  drive  again fl  ceremonyes  (or  to  fight 
againfl:  fhadowes)  there  is  noe  neede  of  our  further  labor 
in  that  courfe  j  our  people  here  defire  to  worfhip  God  in 
fpirit  and  in  truth,  and  our  people  leftjn  England  know 
as  well  the  groundes  and  reafons  of  our  fuiFering  againft 
thefe  things,  as  our  fuITerings  themfelves,  which  we  befeech 
the  Lord  to  accept  and  bleffe,  in  our  bleffed  Savior.   How 

farrc 
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farre  our  teftimony  there  hath  prevayled  with  any  others, 
to  fearch  more  feriouilye  into  the  caufe,  we  doe  rather  ob- 
ferve  in  thaiikfullnefTe  and  (ilence,  than  fpeake  of  to  the 
prejudice  of  our  bretheren. 

3.  It  hath  been  noe  fmall  inducen:ient  to  us,  to  choofe 
rather  to  remove  hither,  than  to  ftay  there,  that  we  might 
enjoy  the  libertye,  not  of  fome  ordinances  of  God,  but  of 
all,  and  all  in  purity.  For  though  we  blelTe  the  Lord  with 
you  for  the  gracious  meanes  of  falvation,  which  many  of 
your  congregations  doe  enjoy  (whereof  our  owne  foulcs 
have  founde  the  bleflinge,  and  which  we  defire  may  be 
for  ever  continued,  and  enlarged  to  you)  yet  feeing  Chrift 
hath  inftituted  no  ordinance  in  vayne  (but  all  to  the  of- 
ferringe  of  the  body  of  Chrilf)  and  we  know  that  our 
foules  ftand  in  neede  of  all  to  the  uttmoit,  we  durfl  not 
fo  farre  be  wanting  to  the  grace  of  Chrift,  and  to  the  ne- 
ceility  of  our  owne  foules,  as  to  fitt  downe  fome  where 
elfe,  under  the  {liadowe  of  fome  ordinances,  when  by  two 
monthes  travayle  we  might  come  to  enjoy  the  libertie  of  all. 

To  your  26  queftion,  how  farre  minifters  are  bound  to 
beare  wirtneffe  againft  corruptions  caft  upon  the  face  of 
Gods  ordinances,  it  is  too  large  a  point  for  me  to  give 
anfwer  to  in  the  heeleof  a  letter.  But  thus  much  briefly, 
wittnes  is  to  be  borne  againft  corruptions,  i.  By  keeping 
a  man§  owne  garments  cleane ;  1  meane  his  owne  outward 
practice.  Rev.  i  6.  15.  2.  By  declaringe  the  whole  coun- 
fell  of  God  to  his  people,  not  fliunninge  any  part  of  it, 
as  reafonable  occafion  is  offered,  to  prevent  fmne  in  them. 
A<f^s  20.  26.  27.  3.  By  avoyding  appearances  of  evill, 
as  well  as  evill  it  felfe.  i  Theff.  5.  22.  Eleazerus  durfl 
not  eate  mutton,  or  bread,  or  any  other  cleane  foode,  when 
it  had  an  appearance  of  eateing  fwines  fle(h,  but  chofe 
death  rather  than  deliverance  by  fuch  meanes.  2  Maccab. 
cap.  6.  ver.  21.  to  25.  whofe  (lory  though  it  be  apochry- 
phali,  yet  the  example  authenticalJ,  as  being  ratify ed  by  the 
apoftles  teftimonie  amongft  the  reft  of  like  nature.  Heb. 
M.  35.  where  by  the  others  he  fpeaketh  of  he  meaneth 
not  other  women,  but  other  men,  for  ihe  word  is  axxct 

raafculine. 
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mafculine.  Howfoever,  Peters  dilTemblinge  is  evidentl7 
blamed  by  Paul  in  a  like  cafe,  when  by  his  example  he 
countenanced  the  impofmgeof  ceremonjes  upon  the  Gen- 
tiles, to  whom  God  never  gave  them.  Gal.  2.  11.  to  14, 
4.  By  contendinge  for  the  truth  in  an  holy  manner,  when 
others  contend  with  us  againft  it.  Jude  3,  4.  By  givingc 
account  of  our  fayth  before  magiltratcs,  if  ihey  call  us  to 
It  publiquely,  ri^quireing  to  be  informed  of  our  doftrinc 
and  manner  of  life,  i  Pet.  3.  15.  Orherwife,  if  they  call 
us  to  knowe  our  opinions  m  private  (intending  to  bringe 
us  into  trouble)  or  publiquely,  rather  as  captious  quedio- 
nifls  than  judiciall  goverr.ors,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  1  fuppole  we 
may  conceaie  our  mindes,  and  put  our  advcrfaryes  upon 
pn.ofe,  as  our  Savior  did,  John  18.  19,  2 o,  2 1 .  But  why 
doe  I  fpend  time  and  wordes  to  you  in  thefe  thinges,  who 
l<now  them  as  well  as  I  can  tell  you,  1  rather  defire  you 
may  be  kept  in  a  peaeabie  way  of  bearinge  wirtncfTe  to  the 
truth  (if  the  will  ol  God  be  fuch)  than  expofed  to  hazards 
by  fuch  confefTions  as  mighte  prejudice  your  liberty.  My 
poore  requefts  are  to  heaven  for  you,  as  I  defire  you  might 
not  forgett  me  and  mine,  and  all  us  here.  Now  the  God 
of  peace  and  power  guide  and  fupport  your  fpirit,  in  all 
your  holy  endeavours,  blelTeand  profper  your  labors,  and 
keepe  you  as  a  chofen  vefTell  in  the  fhadowe  of  his  hande, 
through  him  that  hath  loved  us. 

Prefent  my  humble  fervice  to  my  right  honourable  lord ; 
as  alfo  my  dear  aife%on  to  Mr.  Ball,  Mr.  Slater,  and  all 
the  brethren  with  you,  efpecially  to  Mr.  Dod,  Mr.  Clea- 
ver. Mr.  Winfton,  Mr.  Cotton,  with  earnell  defire  of  the 
continuance  of  all  their  prayers  (with  your  owne)  in  our 
faehalfc.     So  1  reft 

Your  very  loving  brother  in  our  blefTed  Savior, 

Bofton,  Dec. 

3.  1634.  J.     C. 


Con^ 
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Copy  of  Mr.  Owen  Rowe'sfv Letter  to  Governor 
Winthrop. 

yjj     .      ^.  London  the  i8ch  February  1635. 

I  Have  received  yours  dated  the  loth  December  1635, 
being   very  glad  to  hear  of  your  wellfare,  it  docli 
fomewhat    rejoyce  my  hearre  when  I  confider  and  think 
what  you  enjoyne  :  my  hearte  is  with  you,  I  fhall  I  hope 
be  glad  if  ihe  Lord  make  mee  a  waye  which  I  hope  hee 
will  that  I   may  come,  fee  your  glory  and  behould   the 
bevvttye  of  our  God  in  thofe  gowenings  of  his  in  his 
tempel:  Sir  it  dyd  glad  mee  to  fee  that  you  had  not  for- 
gott  mee  and  more  that  you  would  be  pleafed  to  take  the 
paynes  to  wryc  to  mee.     Sir  I  have  now  put  of  my  trade 
and  as  foone  as  it  (liall  pleafe  God  to  fend  in  my  debts, 
that  1  may  paye  what  I  owe  and  cleare  things  fo  here  that 
1  may  come  away  without  giving  offence  1  am  for  your 
parte,  the  Lord  make  mee  a  cleare  waye :  now  Sir  fee- 
ing you  have  mee  in  your  thoughts  help  forward  that 
Mr.Ransford  m.ay  be  accommodated  with  lands  for  a  farme 
to  keepe  my  cattele  that  fo  my  ftocke  may  be  preferved, 
for  I  conceive  I  have  loil  neare  ;^.5oo  as  Mr.  Willfon  can 
cercifye  you  :  thus  not  doubting  of  your  love  he  refls 
Who  is  yours  to  corarpand, 

Owen  Rowe. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  to  Governor  Winthrop  from 
Mr.  Herbert  Pelham4 

Loving  Cofen, 

IReturne  you  many  thanks  for  your  great  love  andi 
hearty  intertaynment  or  my  brother,  the  ten  pounds 
you  4efired  me  to  pay  for  his  board  I  payd  to  your  bro- 
ther 

f  Owen  Rowe  was  a  Tradefman  in  London  and  of  the  Company 
defigned  to  New- England,  but  upon  the  change  of  times  ia 
England  chofe  to  remain  there  ;  was  one  of  the  King's  Judges 
and  among  thofe  who  were  condemned  and  not  executed. 
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ther  Downing,  and  think  it  little  enough  if  not  to  little  as 
things  arc  with  you  for  the  prcfent,  and  muft  acknow- 
ledge my  felfe  your  debtor  for  your  care  and  paynes  with 
him,  the  account  you  fent  1  have  perufed  and  caf!  it  up 
together  with  my  difburfement  and  ihofe  of  Sir  Richard 
Salionflalls  which  I  have  added  to  myne  having  repaid 
hmi  what  he  layd  out  for  flones  £  i  o  and  bralfs,  and 
fraught  of  the  flones  with  fome  orhei  fmall  things  as  when 
I  fend  you  the  accompt  will  appear,  foe  that  if  1  be  not 
miftaken  the  accompt  will  be  fomewhat  over,  but  for  the 
prefent  I  conceive  a  miitake  in  fhecafling  up  of  your  ac- 
count which  becaufe  J  could  not  leil  how  to  re^tihe  I  re- 
folved  by  Mr.  Downings  advife  to  fend  you  backe  your 
owne  copy  and  to  keepe  an  other  my  felfe,  which  his 
roan  hath  written  out  for  me  foe  thai  when  you  fee  your 
own  hand  you  may  be  the  better  able  to  fett  it  right. 
I  have  fent  over  fome  fruit  trees  and  fome  grape  cuttings 
the  befl  I  could  gett,  if  you  like  any  of  the  grapes  you 
may  take  what  you  pleafe  of  them,  1  pray  advife  what  I 
were  doe  with  my  trees,  I  fliall  be  larger  next  time,  re- 
member me  kindly  to  my  coufen  your  wife,  fo  with  my 
hourly  prayers  I  reft  your  ever  loving  coufen, 

Feb.  23.  1635.  H.  Pclham. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from   Mr.  Edward  WinHow 
to  Governor  Winthrop  of  the  iVlafTachufets. 

BEing  newly  ryfen  from  court  I  was  requefted  by  our 
governor,  who  cannot  at  prefent  write,  to  difparch 
a  meffenger  to  you  juft  to  informe  you  that  we  have  this 
day  by  folemnea6t  of  court  ingaged  ourfelves  to  take  pare 
with  you  and  our  brethren  of  Cone(flacut  in  the  war  a- 
gainft  the  Pecoats,  purpofmg  to  fend  fourth  thirty  men 
.  for  the  land  fervice  befides  the  managing  of  the  veflels 
which  we  provide  will  not  be  lefle  than  forty ;  now  we 
feare  it  will  be  longer  than  W'e  willingly  would  for  want  of 
boats  or  veffels  which  are  very  fcarce  wlih  us,  unlcfs  you 

can 
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can  furnifli  us  for  which  we  would  willingly  pay,  as  alfo 
fome  other  necefTaries  hereunto  belonging,  tomorrow  wc 
fhall  know  who  arc  the  men  to  goe  with  them,  but  hereof 
bur  governor  will  write  at  large  (who  defireth  to  falute 
you  once  more  by  my  pen)  (o  foonc  as  our  court  is  end- 
ed and  opportunity  is  offered.  Another  maine  end  of  our 
fending  is  in  ret^ard  we  have  heard  no  more  till  fmce  wc 
rofe  this  evening  of  the  laft  expedition  of  our  brethren 
of  Coneiftacur  and  Cape.  Underbill,  and  that  is  by  Capr. 
Standifli  his  Indian  who  was  fent  this  morning  to  Namaf- 
ket  and  faith  the  defeat  of  the  fort  is  true  and  that  onely 
thre^  Englifli  were  flaine  in  the  taking  of  it.  As  alfo 
that  the  forefaid  Englifh  and  Capt.Patrickf  are  ftill  at  Nar- 
raganfet  and  have  been  fome  daies  which  makes  us  jealous 
and  dial!  be  till  we  hear  from  you,  and  the  rather  becaufe 
cny  heard  nothing  from  any  of  them  by  letter  when  John 
Jenny  c  ime  away.  I  pray  yoU  therefore  let  us  heare,  and 
ht  not  this  (though  true)  difcourage  the  fending  of  your 
1 60  men,  bat  take  fuch  revenge  as  may  be  a  fervice  to 
after  times  for  any  the  barbarians  to  rife  againft  us. 
If  any  letters  be  come  from  England  I  pray  you  to  fend 
them  by  the  bearer,  or  fuch  news  as  is  worth  the  fending, 
I  am  forry  for  the  carriages  of  your  people,  God  fan6li6c 
his  hand  and  fit  us  for  fuch  trials  as  he  hath  appointed. 
Thus  with  my  love  to  you  and  prayers  for  you  and  yours 
defiring  you  to  falure  my  chriftian  friends  with  you  take 
leave  remaining  yours  till  death, 

Plimouth  the  5th  of  the  Ed:  Winflow. 

4th  Month  1636. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Capt.  Ifrael  Stoughton  to' 
the  Governor  of  the  MaiTachufetts. 

Honourable  Sir, 

IT  hath  pleafed  God  further  to  crowne  our  poore  en- 
deavours with  fuccefs^graciouily  as  you  (hall  largely  and 
puDiftually  underftand  by  Capt.  Patrick,  to  whome  I  leave 

the 

f  MalTachufets  Hiftory  Vol.  I.  p,  76. 
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the  relation  wholly,  feeing  a  lively,  voyce  will  do  ic :  and 
therefore  I  entreat  your  favour  for  this  omiflion  ;  fpecially 
becaufe  it  is  late  in  the  night  and  a  faire  wind  attends  us. 
Surely  there  have  been  fo  many  fmgular  providences  iis 
are  worthy  of  due  obfervance  and  eternall  prayfe.  And 
allbeit  we  have  not  the  whole  of  our  defires,  yet  O  that 
Vre  could  extoll  him  for  what  we  have  and  waite  for 
more.  Much  is  done,  but  not  all,  and  if  ought  be  well 
done  I  defire  we  may  not  be  weary  thereof  but  proceed 
as  God  (liall  minifter  new  occafions.  Capt.  Patrick  can  in- 
forme  you  of  our  intentions  for  the  future  :  both  for 
Block  Ifland,  Long  llland,  Indians  beyond  Puillipioak,&:c. 
Allfoif  it  (liall  appear  ufefull,  and  pleafmg  to  you  we  will 
fomeofuscome  march  through  Neepenet :  I  earnediy 
defire  the  worke  may  be  thoroughly  done,  and  fee  we  and 
our  friends  will  fuifer  much  by  fcattered  wretches,  if 
they  be  not  clofely  followed.  But  1  (hall  write  more  fully 
fuddenly,  and  do  defire  to  underfland  your  pleafures :  For 
"We  will  prefer  your  minds  before  ours ;  But  'tis  clear  fome 
muft  refidehere  or  hereabouts.  It  is  beyond  my  abiljries 
for  the  prefent  to  rcfolve  you  which  is  bell  in  all  things, 
or  particularly  about  planting  Pecot.  For  tho*  the  place  be 
fubfiftable,  and  an  excellenjt  harbour,  and  abundance  of 
come,  and  the  fame  ground  ready  forEnglilL  grayne  forth- 
with, which  is  a  great  help  to  planters,  yet  the  providence 
of  God  guided  us  to  fo  excellent  a  country  at  Quaillipioakf 
river  and  fo  all  along  the  coaft  as  we  travelled,  as  1  am 
confident  we  have  nor  the  like  in  Englidi  polTelTion  as  yet, 
and  probable  'tis  the  Dutch  will  feaze  it  if  the  Englifii  do 
not.  It  is  conceived  generally  far  more  worthy  than  Pe- 
quid  notwithflanding  the  former  Confiderations.  It  is  too 
good  for  any  but  friends,  Capt.  Patrick 'can  informe  you 
the  full.  I  heartily  thanke  you  for  your  toving  care  of 
us  about  necefiaries  and  do  acknowledge  your  kind  ac- 
ceptance of  our  poore  imperfect  inde*avours,  craving  )0ur 
prayers  for  more  grace  that  we  m^  fo  increafe  in  loyall 
faithfullnefs  and  fruicfullnefs,  fuch  as  may  be  God's  honor 

and 
t  New-HavcQ. 
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and  the  fullBlling  of  your  and  our  joy  through  Jefu$ 
Chrift  our  Lord,  and  fo,  with  my  due  refped  to  your  felf 
with  the  counccU  and  majeftrates  I  take  leave, 

Yours  as  in  duty  I  am  bound, 

Ifrael  Stoughton. 
PofTefTion  houfe  in  Pequid,  the 

4th  day  of  the  5th  weeke  of     ,  . 

our  warrfare  about  midnight.  I 


Libertye    and    the   We'ale  Publick    reconciled: 
In  a  briefe  and   cleare-declaration  of  the  mif- 
apprehenfion  of  fome  grieved  mindes  concern- 
inge   the   lawful!  and  orderly  proceedings  of 
the  late  Court  of  Ele(5lions  at  Newtown,  the 

17th  of  the  3d  month,  1637;*  V-  -» 

i  '*'■  • 

The  complaint  is,  that  the  peoples  libertye  was  reflraincd, 
by  fuch  as  withftood  the  readingfbf^  petition  ten- 
dered before  the  ele<^iQnstmadeI**\^ 

FOR  clearing  hereof  it  is^to^be  confidered,  i.  What 
the  libertye  is  which  they  defire  to  have  preferved : 
That  I  take  to  be  this,  viz.  That  the  people  may  not  be 
fubje£led  to  any  lawe  or  power  amonge  themfelves  with- 
out their  confent;  whatfoever  is  more  than  this,  is  neither 
Jawfull  nor  durable,  and  inflead  of  libertye  may  prove 
bondage  or  licentioufnelTe. 

2.  If  this  libertye  be  at  any  tyme  rcflrayned  by  the 
people  themfelves,  they  are  guilty  of  their  owne  harme; 
if  any   be.        vV 

3.  If  fucH^Glfcnt  be  not  redrefTed,  upon  any  feafona- 
bJe  opportuni^,  when  lawfully  it  may,  they  can  blame 
none  fo  much  as  the'mfelves. 

4.  That-  the  power^pf  a  popular  flate  being  unlimited 
in  its  owne  nature,  and  leing  by  free  confent  and   wife 


t-  The  Ye^.rmuft  be  i6?6. 

*  MafFaciiulsts  Hiaory  Vol.  I.  p.  6i. 


advife, 
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advife,  brought  into  a  methode ;  and  (o  bounded,  in  order 
onely,  not  in  power,  it  is  more  fafe  to  be  fo  continued  and 
exercifed  (though  with  offence  or  perhaps  damage  to  fomc 
particulars  in  fome  tranfient  cafes,  the  original  power  re- 
maioing  (till  inviolate)  than  to  be  putt  cut  of  hs  fettled 
courfe,  upon  every  pretence,  or  occafion,  of  publick  grie- 
vance :  feeing  every  deviation  in  the  verye  forme  of  any 
fuch  government  is  allways  attended  with  much  trouble, 
and  fome  danger. 

Anfw.  If  we  examine  the  paffages  of  the  court,  wc 
{ball  fee  vi/here  the  error  was. 

It  is  obfervable  that  the  proper  bufinefs  of  this  court 
was  matter  of  ele£l:ion,  and  it  is  alfo  obvioufe,  that  it  hath 
obtained,  by  cuftom,  the  firfi:  place  in  that  day  (except  ad- 
miffion  of  freemen)  and  where  it  was  objected,  that  in  the 
court  i<^)35,  the  petition  in  Mr.  Endecorts  cafe,  was  heard 
and  anfwered  before  election  :  It  is  not  true :  For  I  can 
fliew  by  that  which  hath  been  faithfully  kept  of  the  paf- 
fages  of  that  court,  among  other,  that  all  petitions  were 
reje(Sted  till  the  ele^Stions  were  paiTed ;  and  many  can  re- 
member, that  when  that  cafe  was  heard,  Mr.  Heynes  fate 
governour,  who  had  been  elected  that  court. 

It  is  objected  againe,  that  the  court  might  yet  have 
heard  the  petition  lirfl,  and  feeing  it  was  for  the  peoples 
libertye,  why  was  it  (lopped  ?  To  this  it  may  be  anfwered, 
that  i:  is  true,  they  might,  if  they  had  fo  pleafed :  But 
firll  they  would  not,  and  their  refufal  was  lawiull  upon 
ihefe  reafons. 

1.  It  had  been  no  point  of  wifdom  to  break  order, 
■without  prejfTmg  neceiury,  or  for  fqine  prevalent  advantage, 
neither  of  which  could  the  court  then  apprehend. 

2.  When  the  queilion.w^as,  whetheiipetition  or  ele(ftion 
fhould  be  firft,  none  could  give  anfwer  there,  but  the  court 
it  felfe,  which  was  the  whole  boJye  of  freemen  (for  none 
of  the  magiilrates  had  any  more  influence  in  that  court 
than  any  other  freeman)  io  as  here  was  no  other  way  to 
knowe  the  minde  of  the  court  but  by  putting  it  to  vote, 
and  by  numbering  eith^er  fide;  to  decide  the  cjuellicn ;  this 
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^as  done,  and  the  major  parr  being  for  ele£lion,  it  may 
truely  be  fayde,  that  the  people  or  the  court  did  order 
that  election  (hould  proceed  before  the  petition  fliould  be 
heard :  Atid  now  let  any  wife  man  judge,  who  hath  done 
the  people  wronge,  or  what  reflraint  hath  been  putt  upon 
their  liberty.  JFor  if  the  people  would  have  had  the  peti- 
tion firft  heard,  who  could  have  judged  it,  or  what  expo* 
fition  did  any  make  againfl:  it,  otherwife  than  is  lawful! 
for  any  freeman  to  doe,  by  ihewing  his  diflike  and  giving 
reafon  for  it  P 

If  it  be  objci^ed,  that  a  great  parte  of  the  people  did 
not  confent :  I  anfvver,  there  was  not  one  freeman  there 
but  his  confent  was  to  it  :  for  it  is  an  infepparable  inci- 
dent to  all  bodyes  politick,  which  are  compofed  of  volun- 
tary members,  that  every  one  (in  his  admiiTion)  gives 
an  implicite  confent  to  wharfoever  the  maior  parte  fliall 
eftabliftie,  iiot  being  againll  religion  or  the  weale  publickj 
and  this  they  are  farther  bound  unto  by  their  oathe :  yea 
if  the  oath  be  difpuiable,  yet  their  confent  is  in  it,  till  it  be 
cleared,  and  the  error  of  the  maior  part  convinced  by  plaia 
arguments :  otherwife  no  fuch  focietye  would  long  fub- 
fift :  neither  could  peace  be  at  all  preferved  in  it ;  for  it  is 
hardly  pofTible,  to  eflabliflie  any  thinge  (exxept  of  indiffe- 
rent nature)  that  fnall  pleafe  every  man  :  and  if  one  or 
more  in  any  fociety  may  be  at  libertye,  when  the  refl  are 
reftrayned,  it  can  neither  be  equal  nor  bS^. 

3.  It  had  been  meere  injuflice,  for  the  people  then 
aflembled  to  have  concluded  any  publick  bufmell'e  by  po- 
pular  vote.  The  reafon  is  apparent.  Becaufe  thofe  towns, 
which  by  lawful  order,  upon  publick  confiderations,  fent 
ihcir  proxies  for  elections,  and  their  deputyes  for  other 
affaires,  had  been  iniurioully  furprized,  and  deprived  of 
their  due  intered  to  difcerne  of  thofe  things,  which  did  no 
lefs  concerne  them  than  the  refl:  who  were  prefent.  And 
upon  this  gronnde,  whatfoever  the  freemen  then  prefenc 
had  concluded  had  been  meerely  voide  and  no  man  bound 
•  to  fubmit  to  it :  for,  hefides  the  manifefl:  iniurye  to  fuch  as 
bad  been  fo  unduly  kept  awaye,  it  might  have  fallen  our^ 
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tbatjbeinge  prefent,  they  might  have  given  fuch  reafons  as 
might  have  altered  the  judgment  of  the  reft  of  the  eourt, 

4.  If  the  petition  had  contained  any  matter  of  grievance 
which  had  neceflarily  required  the  helpe  of  the  people  to 
redrelTe  it  (as  in  fome  cafes  it  may  fall  out)  yet  why  this 
might  not  as  well  have  been  done  after  the  ele£lion  as  be- 
fore doth  not  appeare :  for  the  people  muft  have  flayed 
as  long  ryme,  for  difpatch  of  bothe,  whichfoever  had 
firfl:  been  handled,  petitions  or  elections :  And  if  they  had 
unadvifedly  ele61ed  any  unworthy  peribn,  they  might  foone 
have  removed  him :  and  the  juft  difgrace  upon  fuch  an 
one  had  more  than  recompenced  thefhort  tyme  it  would 
have  required. 

5.  So  the  generall  court  at  Bo  (ton,  in  the  3.  mo.  1 634, 
when  the  people  eflabliflied  a  reformation  of  fuch  things 
as  they  judged  to  be  amiiTe  in  the  government,  they  then 
fettled  an  order,  that  in  the  court  of  elections  they  (liould 
leeve  their  deputyes  to  manage  all  other  affaires. 

6.  It  is  verye  difficult  and  dangerous  for  fo  great  a 
people  and  of  fo  different  apprehenfious,  to  give  judg- 
ment in  acaufe  of  right  or  wronge,  being  fudJainly  dif- 
covercd  to  them  :  and  if  we  fliould  growe  to  fuch  a  mul- 
titude as  (through  Gods  blefling)  we  may  foone  be,  it  will 
be  impofTible  it  (liould   be  well  carried. 

7.  It  is  eafye  to  judge,  that  30  or  40  di[[in£l  men, 
chofen  out  of  all  the  countrye,  and  by  all  reafon  as  free 
from  parrialitye  or  preiudice  as  any  other,  may  give  a  more 
]uft  fenrence  in  any  fuch  caufe  (upon  deliberation  and  quiet 
difcourfe)  than  a  whole  multitude  upon  the  fuddaine,when 
many  may  be  thought  not  to  heare  what  is  propofed,  and 
others  not  to  underftand  it,  and  perchance  the  greater  pare 
in  a  heate  and  tumult,  and  when  the  weakefl  and  worft 
member  of  the  common-wealth  adds  as  much  weight  to 
the  fentence  as  the  mofl  godly  and  judicious. 

8.  The  people  (in  the  faid   court    1634)  having  (by 
fearious  advice  of  fuch  as  they  befl  knew,  and  that  fcem- 
ed  to  be  much  lovers  of  their  libenye)  given  power  rc^ 
their  deputyes^  for  future  tyme,  to  doe  whatfoever  them- 

felves 
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felves  might  (fave  in  matters  of  cIe(^ions)  order  requires 
they  fliouJd  firfl  referre  the  redreffe  of  their  grievances  to 
their  deputyes,  and  the  people  not  to  entermeddle,  except 
the  depucyes  fhould  firft  fayle,  and  that  apparently  and 
previoufly  :  which  is  feldom  like  to  fall  out  in  a  popular 
ftate,  where  nothing  but  force  can  deprive  them  of  their 
libertye,  except  they  (hall  wittinglye  and  willinglye  give 
them  avi^ay,  and  then  volunti  nonfit  injuria^  a  man  cannot 
blame  another  for  the  harme  he  does  to  himfelfe. 


A  Defence  of  an  Order  of  Court  made  in  the 
Year  1637. 

A  Declaration  of  the  Tntetit  and  Equitye  of  the  Order 
made  at  the  laft  Court,  to  this  eiTefl,  that  nonefliould  be 
received  to  inhabite  within  this  Jurifdi6tion  but  fuchas 
(hould  be  allowed  byfomeofthe  Magiftrates.^ 

FOR  clearing  of  fuch  fcruples  as  have  arifen  about  this 
order,  it  is  :o  be  confidered,  firfl:,  what  is  the  eilentiall 
forme  of  a  common  weale  or  body  politic  fuch  as  this  is, 
which  I  conceive  to  be  this— The  confent  of  a  ceriaine 
companie  of  people,  to  cohabite  together,  under  one  go- 
vernment for  their  mutual  fafety  and  welfare. 

In  this  defcription  all  thefe  things  doe  concurre  to  the 
well  being  of  fuch  a  body,  i  Perfons,  2  Place,  3  Confentj 
4  Government  or  Order,    5  Welifare. 

It  is  clearely  agreed,  by  all,  that  the  care  of  fafety  and 
welifare  was  the  original  caufe  or  occafion  of  common 
Weales  and  of  many  familyes  fubjc£ting  ihemfelves  to 
rulers  and  laws ;  for  no  man  hath  lawfull  power  over  ai?.o- 
iher,  but  by  birth  or  confent,  fo  likewife,  by  the  law  of 
proprierye,  no  man  can  have  julf  intereft  in  that  which  be- 
longeth  to  another,  without  his  confent* 

F  2  From 

**  The  Defence  and  the  Replication  are  undoubtedly  the  Per- 
formances of  Mr.  \^'inthrop.  The  Anfwer  is  by  Mr,  Vane, 
afterwards  Sir  H.  Vane.  \  leaVe  the  Reader  tojudge  \cho  had  the 
bel\  caufs  and  who  beft  defended  it.  Sss  JSlaJ,  H'tf.  VqI.  /./>.  62. 
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From  the  premifes  will  arife  thefe  conclufions. 

1.  No  common  weale  can  be  founded  but  by  free  confent. 

2.  The  perfons  fo  incorporating  have  a  public  and  je- 
lative  intcrefl  each  in  other,  and  in  the  place  of  their  co* 
habitation  and  goods,  and  laws,  Sec.  and  in  all  the  means  of 
their  wellfare  fo  as  none  other  can  claimc  priviledge  with 
them  but  by  free  confent. 

3.  The  nature  of  fuch  an  incorporation  tyes  every 
member  thereof  to  feeke  out  and  enterraine  all  means  that 
may  conduce  to  the  wellfare  of  the  bodye,  and  to  keepc 
ofFwhaifoever  dorh  appeare  to  tend  to  theire  damage. 

4.  The  wellfare  of  the  whole  is  to  be  put  to  apparent 
hazard  for  the  advantage  of  any  particular  members. 

From  thefe  conclufions  I  thus  reafon. 

1.  If  we  heere  be  a  corporation  eftabliQied  by  free 
confent,  if  the  place  of  our  cohabitation  be  our  ownc,  then 
no  man  hath  right  to  come  into  us  &c  without  our  confenr. 

2.  If  no  man  haih  right  to  our  lands,  our  government 
priviledges,  &c.  but  by  our  confent,  then  it  is  reafon  we 
fliould  take  notice  of  before  we  conferre  any  fuch  upon  them. 

3.  If  we  are  bound  to  keepe  off  whatfoever  appears  to 
tend  to  our  mine  or  damage,  then  may  we  lawfully  refufe 
to  receive  fuch  whofe  difpofitions  fuite  not  with  ours  and 
whofe  fociety  (we  know)  will  be  hurtfull  to  us,  and  there- 
fore it  is  lawful!  to  take  knowledge  of  all  men  before  wc 
receive  them. 

4.  The  churches  take  liberty  (as  lawfully  they  may) 
to  receive  or  reje^  at  their  difcretion  ;  yea  particular  towns 
make  orders  to  the  like  effe£l ;  why  then  fliould  the  com- 
mon weale  be  denied  the  like  liberty  and  the  whole  more 
retrained  than  any  parte  ? 

5.  If  it  be  fmne  in  us  to  deny  fome  men  place  &c.  a- 
mong  us,  then  it  is  becaufe  o-f  fome  right  they  have  to  this 
place  8zc.  for  to  deny  a  man  that  which  he  hath  no  right 
unto  is  neither  finne  nor  injury. 

6.  If  fl rangers  have  right  to  our  houfes  or  lands,  8zc, 
then  it  is  either  of  juflice  or  of  mercye;  if  of  jullice  let 
them  plead  it,  and  we  fliali  know  what  to  anfvver  :  but  if 

it 
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it  be  only  in  way  of  mercye,  or  by  the  rule  of  hofpitality, 
Zlz,  then  I  anfwer  ift,  A  man  is  not  a  fit  obje6l  of  mercye 
except  he  be  in  miferye.  2d,  We  are  not  bound  to  exer- 
cife  mercye  to  others  to  the  ruine  of  ourfelves.  3d,  There 
are  few  that  (land  in  neede  of  mercye  at  theire  firft  com- 
ing hither.  As  for  hofpitality,  that  rule  doth  not  bind  fur- 
ther than  for  fome  prefent  occafion,  not  for  conanual  re- 
fidence. 

7.  A  family  is  a  little  common  wealth,  and  a  common 
wealth  is  a  greate  family.  Now  as  a  family  is  not  bound  to 
cntertaine  all  comers,  no  not  every  good  man  (otherwife 
than  by  way  of  hofpitality)  no  more  is  a  common  wealth. 

8.  It  is  a  generall  received  rule,  turpius  ejicitur  quam 
non  admittitur  hofpes,  it  is  worfe  to  receive  a  man  whom 
we  muft  cafl:  out  againe,  than  to  denye  him  admittance. 

9.  The  rule  of  the  Apoliie,  John  2.  10.  is,  that  fuch  as 
come  and  bring  not  the  true  doctrine  with  them  fbould  not 
be  received  to  houfe,  and  by  the  fame  reafon  not  into  the 
common  weale. 

I  o.  Seeing  it  mud  be  granted  that  there  may  come  fuch 
perfons  (fuppofe  Jefuits,  &c.)  which  by  confent  of  all 
ought  to  be  rejected,  it  will  follow  that  this  law  (being  only 
for  notice  to  be  taken  of  all  that  come  to  us,  withour  which 
we  cannot  avoyd  fuch  as  mdeed  are  to  be  kept  out)  is  no 
other  but  juft  and  needfuU,  and  if  any  fhould  be  rejedled 
that  ought  to  be  received,  that  is  not  to  be  imputed  to  the 
law,  but  to  ihofe  who  are  betrufted  with  the  execuiion 
of  it.  And  herein  is  to  be  confidered,  what  the  intent  of 
the  law  is,  and  by  confequence,  by  what  rule  they  are  to 
walke,  who  are  betruiled  with  the  keeping  of  it.  The 
intent  of  the  law  is  to  preferve  the  wellfare  of  the  body  ; 
and  for  this  ende  to  have  none  received  into  any  fello\\(hip 
with  it  who  are  likely  to  difturbe  the  fame,  and  this  intent 
(I  am  fure)  is  lawful  and  good.  Now  then,  if  fuch  to 
whom  the  keeping  of  this  law  is  committed,  be  perfuaded 
in  theire  judgments  that  fuch  a  man  is  likely  to  difturbc 
and  hinder  the  publick  weale,  but  forae  others  who  are 
not  ia  the  fame  truft,  judge  otherwife,  yet  they  are  to 
F  3  follow 
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follow  thcire  owne  judgments,  rather  then  the  judgments 
cf  others  who  arc  not  alike  interefled:  As  in  tryall  of  an 
ofFeiiiierby  a  jury  ;  the  twelve  men  are  fatisfied  in  their 
conlciences,  upon  the  evidence  given,  that  the  party  de- 
ferves  death  :  but  there  are  20  or  40  (landers'  by,  who 
conceive  otherwife,  yet  is  the  jury  bound  to  condemn  him 
according  to  their  owneconTciences,  and  not  to  acquit  him 
upon  the  different  opinion  of  other  men,  except  theire  rea- 
fons  can  convince  them  of  the  errour  of  theire  confciences, 
and  this  is  according  to  the  rule  of  the  Apoftle,  Rom.  14. 
5.  Let  every  man  be  fully  perfuaded  in  his  own  mynde. 

If  it  be  objected,  that  fome  prophane  perfons  are  receiycd 
and  others  who  arc  religious  are  rejected,  I  anfwer  ift,  It 
is  not  knowne  that  any  fuch  thinge  hath  as  yet  fallen  our. 
2,  Such  a  pradlice  may  be  juftifiable  as  the  cafe  may  be, 
for  younger  perfons  (even  prophane  ones)  may  be  of  leiTd 
danger  to  the  common  weale  (and  to  the  churches  allb) 
than  fome  older  perfons,  though  profelTors  of  religion  : 
for  our  Saviour  Chrift  when  he  converfed  with  publicans, 
&c.  fayth  that  fuch  were  nearer  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
than  the  religious  pharifees,  and  one  that  is  of  large  parts 
and  confirmed  in  fome  erronious  way,  is  likely  to  doe  more 
harme  to  church  and  common  weale,  and  is  of  leiTe  hope  to 
be  reclaymed,  then  i  o  prophane  perfons,  who  have  not  yet 
beene  hardened,  in  the  contempt  of  the  meanes  of  grace. 

Laftly,  Whereas  it  is  objeded  that  by  this  law,  we  re- 
ject good  chriftian?  and  fo  confequenily  Chrift  himfelfe  : 
I  anfwer  ift,  It  is  nor  knowne  that  any  chriftian  man  hath 
beene  reje61:ed.  2,  A  man  that  is  a  true  chriftian,  may  be 
denyed  refidence  among  us,  in  fome  cafes,  without  reject- 
ing Chrift:,  as  adqiitt  a  true  chriftian  ftiould  come  over, 
and  ftiould  maintaine  community  of  goods,  or  that  magif- 
trates  ought  not  to  punifti  the  breakers  of  the  firft  table, 
or  the  members  of  churches  for  criminal  offences :  or  that 
no  man  were  bound  to  be  fubje<St  to  thofe  lawes  or  magif- 
trates  to  which  they  ftiould  not  give  an  explicite  confentj&c. 
1  hope  no  man  will  fay,  that  not  to  receive  fuch  an  one, 
were  to  reject  Chrift:  j  for  fuch  opinions  (though  being 

inaintaine^ 
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maintained  in  fimple  ignorance,  they  might  fland  with  a 
ftate  of  grace  yet)  they  may  be  (o  dangerous  to  the  pub- 
lick  weale  in  many  relpecfts,  as  it  would  be  our  fmne  and 
unfaithfullnefs  to  receive  fuch  among  us,  except  it  were 
for  tryall  of  iheire  reformation,  1  would  demand  then  ia 
the  cafe  in  queftion  (for  it  is  bootelefTe  curiofiry  to  re- 
fray  ne  openefle  in  things  pubiick)  whereas  it  is  fayd  that 
this  law  was  made  of  purpofe  to  keepe  away  fuch  as  arc 
of  Mr,  Wheelwright  his  judgment  (admitc  it  were  fo 
which  yet  1  cannot  confelTc)  where  is  the  evill  of  it  ? 
If  we  conceive  and  finde  by  fadd  experience  that  his  opi- 
nions are  fuch,  as  by  his  own  profellion  cannot  fland  with 
externall  peace,  may  we  not  provide  for  our  peace,  by 
keeping  of  fuch  as  would  ftrengthen  him,  and  infe(^  others 
with  fuch  dangerous  tenets  ?  and  if  we  finde  his  opinions 
fuch  as  will  caufe  divifions,  and  make  people  looke  at  their 
magiftrates,  minifters  and  brethren  as  enemies  10  Chrifl: 
and  Antichrifts,  Sec,  were  it  not  fmne  and  unfaithfullnefs 
in  us,  to  receive  more  of  thofe  opinions,  which  we  all- 
ready  finde  the  evill  fruite  of ;  Nay,  why  doc  not  thofe 
who  new  complayne  joyne  with  us  in  keeping  out  of  fuch, 
as  well  as  formerly  they  did  in  expelling  Mr.  Williams 
for  the  like,  though  lefTe  dangerous  ?  Where  this  change 
of  theire  judgments  ihould  arife  1  leave  to  themfelves  to 
examine,  and  I  earneftly  entreate  them  fo  to  doe,  and  for 
rhis  law  let  the  equally  mynded  judge,  what  evill  ihcy 
finde  in  it,  or  in  the  practice  of  thofe  vyho  are  betrufted 
with  the  execution  of  it. 


A  briefe  Anfwer  to  a  certaine  declaration,  made 
of  the  intent  and  cquitye  of  the  orc'er  of  court, 
that  none  (hould  be  received  to  inhabite  withirr 
this  jurirdi(!:'tioa  but  fuch  as  Ihould  be  allowed 
by  fome  of  the  magillrates. 

THE  fccpe  of  rhe  declaration  is  to  defend  and  juflifyej 
the  order  in  queftion,   to  Which  purpofe   thefe  foi.r 

things  are  byde  downe,  i.  A 
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1.  A  ground  worke  to  upholde  fuch  reafons  as  ara 
produced  in  the  caufe. 

2.  The   reafons  themfeives,    whereby    the   order   i% 
defended, 

3.  Objc£lions  are  made  and  anfwered  as  would  feeme. 

4.  The  conclufiorj  ot  the  whole  diicourfe. 

For  the  ground  worke  which  is  layde  in  the  firfl  place  5 
Jt  confjftb  partly  of  a  defcription  of  a  common  wealth,  which 
in  feme  fore  is  explyouec,  and  partly  of  diverfe  conclufions 
arifeing  from  fuch  defcriprjon  and  explication. 

The  defcription  which  is  fete  downe  in  ci^c^  is  this, 
A  common-wealth  is  a  certaine  companie  of  people  con- 
fenting  to  cohabit  together  under  one  government,  for 
their  mutual  fafetye  and  welifare.  In  which  defcriptiot> 
this  maine  faulie  is  founde.  At  the  bed  it  is  but  a  descrip- 
tion of  a  common-wealth  at  large,  and  not  of  fuch  a  com- 
mon-wealth as  this  (as  is  faid)  which  is  not  only  chriftian 
but  dependant  upon  the  grante  alfo  of  our  Souveraignc  j 
for  fo  are  the  expreiTe  words  of  that  order  of  court  to 
which  the  whole  countrey  was  required  to  fubfcribe. 

Nowif  yau  wiii  define  a  chriOian  common-wealth,  there 
mufl:  be  put  in ;  fuch  a  confent  as  is  according  to 
1/^6  ^  ^^  '  ^  fubjec^ingtq  fuch  a  government  as  is  ac- 
cording unto  Chrifl:,  And  if  you  will  define  ^ 
corporation,  incorporated  by  vertue  of  the  grante  of  our 
Souveraigne,  it  mufl  be  fuch  a  confent  as  the  grante  re- 
quires and  permitts  and  in  that  manner  and  forme  as  it 
prefcribes.or  elfe  it  will  be  del^^ive.  The  common -wealth 
heredefcribed,  may  be  a  companyeof  Turkifh  pirates  as 
well  as  Chriilian  profeflbrs,  unlcfie  the  confent  and  go- 
vernment be  better  limitted  than  it  is  in  this  definition  j 
for  fure  it  is,  all  Pagans  and  Infidels,  even  the  Indians  here 
amongft  us,  may  come  within  this  compalTe.  And  is  this 
fuch  a  body  politlcke  as  ours,  as  you  fay  ?  God  forbid.  Our 
common-wealth  we  feare  would  be  twife  miferable,  if 
Chrifl  and  the  King  fliould  be  fhut  out  fo.  Reafons  taker) 
from  the  nature  of  a  common-wealth,  not  founded  upon 
Ghrift,  nor  by  his  M^jeftyes  charters,  mufl  iieeds  fall  tq 
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the  ground,  and  faile  tbofe  that  relye  upon  thena.  In  the 
application  of  the  defcription,  and  the  conclufions  inferred, 
all  things  are  not  currant,  all  things  doe  not  agree  con- 
cerning the  caufesofcomnrion- wealths  as  is  affirmed.  There 
are  7  feveral  opinions  of  this  matter,  which  writers  fpeak 
of,  though  this  be  not  fo  material.  Members  of  a  common- 
wealth may  not  feeke  out  all  meanes  that  may  conduce  to 
the  wellfare  of  the  body,  but  all  lawful  and  due  meanes, 
according  to  the  charter  they  hold  by,  either  from  God  or 
the  King,  or  from  both  :  Nor  may  they  keepe  out  what- 
foever  doth  appeare  to  tend  to  theire  damage  (for  many 
things  appeare  which  are  nor)  but  fuch,as  upon  right  and 
evident  grounds,  doe  fo  appeare,  and  are  fo  in  truth. 
Thus  farre  concerning  that  which  hath  beene  touched 
may  for  the  prefent  fuffice. 

The  fecond  thinge  is  the  reafons,  which  we  (hall  fett 
downe  and  anfwer. 

The  firft  reafon  of  the  equity  of  the  order  is  this,  "  IF 
*^  we  be  a  corporation  eitablilhed  by  free  confent,  if  the 
**  place  of  our  habitation  be  our  owne,^  then  no  man  hath 
**  ri"ght  to  come  unto  us  without  our  confent." 

Anf.  We  do  not  know  how  we  that  ftand  a  corporation, 
by  vertue  of  theKings  charter,  can  thus  argue;  yet  to  avoyd 
difpure,  fuppofe  the  antecedent  fhould  be  granted,  the  con- 
fequcnce  doth  not  follow.  This  is  all  that  can  be  inferred, 
that  our  confent  regulated  by  the  worde,  and  futable  to 
our  parent  ought  to  be  required,  not  this  vafl:  and  illimitted 
confent  here  fpoken  off,  our  confent  is  not  our  owne, 
when  rightly  limitied,  i  Cor.  6.  19,  20.  An  unlawful 
diffent  can  hinder  no  man,  though  a  lawful  may. 

The  2d  reafon  runs  thus,  "  If  no  man  hath  right  to 
**  our  lands,  our  government  privilegdes,  &c.  but  by  our 
"  confent,  then  it  is  reafon  we  (hould  take  notice  of  men 
**  before  we  conferre  any  fuch  upon  them" 

Anfw.  Befydcs  the  doubtfulnefs  of  the  truth  of  the 
iuppofition,  the  queflion  here  is  changed ;  for  fo  mod 
ilatcsdoe  in  takeing  the  names  of  fuch  as  come  to  dwell 
among  them,  but  the  queftion  is  whether  the  admitting  or 

rejeding 
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reje£ling  of  perfons  (hould  depend  upon  fuch  unlimitted 
and  unfafe  a  rule,  as  the  will  and  delcretion  of  men,  fup- 
pofe  magiftrates  or  others  not  regulated. 

The  3d  realon  is  thus  framed,  "  If  we  are  bound  to 
**  keepe  off  whatfoever  appeares  to  tende  to  our  ruine  and 
•*  damage,  then  may  we  lawtully  refufe  to  receive  fuch 
**  whofe  difpofitions  fuite  not  with  ours,  and  whofe  focietye 
•*  we  know  will  be  hurrefull  unto  us,  and  therefor  it  is 
••  lawful  to  take  knowledge  of  men  before  we  doe  receive 
^*  them." 

Anfw.  This  kinde  of  reafoning  is  very  confufed  and 
fallacious,  for  the  queftion  here  is  not  only  changed,  but 
there  is  this  further  deceite  of  wrapping  up  many  queftions 
in  one,  and  befides  if  it  were  put  into  a  right  forme,  the 
affumption  would  be  falfe. 

The  queftion  is  not,  as  was  faid  before,  whether  know- 
ledge may  not  be  taken  of  men,  before  they  be  received, 
nor  whether  magiftrates  may  refufe  fuch  as  fuite  not  with 
their  difpofitions,  or  fuch  whofe  focietye  they  know  will  be 
hurteful  to  them ;  though  the  fecond  of  thefe  is  not,  nor 
cannot  be  proved  ;  but  whether  perfons  may  be  reje£led, 
or  admitted,  upon  the  illimitted  confent  or  diffent  of  ma- 
giftrates. The  aflumpfion  alio  would  be  falfe,  for  men 
are  not  to  keepe  off  whatfoever  appeares  to  tend  to  their 
ruine,  but  what  really  doth  fo ;  Eliah  appeared  to  Ahab, 
and,  no  doubt,  to  his  counfell  of  ftate,  a  troubler  of  the 
common-wealth,  one  that  brought  3  yeares  famine,  enough 
to  ruine  the  whole  ftate:  Yet  the  J ewifli  magiftrates 
ought  not  to  have  reje<5ted  him  and  all  thofe  of  his  frame 
and  judgment,  becaufe  thus  it  appeared  ;  for  in  truth  Elijah 
was  the  horfemen  of  Ifrael  and  the  chariots  thereof.  It 
appeared  alfo  to  the  chiefe  priefts  and  pharifees,  that  if 
our  bleffcd  Saviour  were  let  alone,  it  would  tend  to  their 
ruine,  John  1 1.  47,  48.  and  therefore  ufed  meanes  to  keep 
it  off  by  rejecting  Chrift  and  his  gofpel,  and  yet  we  hope 
you  will  not  fay  they  were  bound  to  doe  (o.  Laftly,  it 
appeares  to  the  Natives  hecre  (who  by  your  definition  are 
compleat  common-^wealths  among  ihemfelves)  that  the 

cohabitauQa 
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cohabitation  of  the  Englifti  with  them  tends  to  their  utter 
mine,  yet  we  beleeve  you  will  not  fay  they  may  lawfully 
keepe  us  out  upon  that  grounde,  for  our  cohabitation 
with  ihem  may  tend  to  theire  converfion  and  fo  to  thcire 
eternal  falvacion,  and  then  they  (hould  doe  moft  defpe- 
rately  and  fmnefully.  Let  us  then  doe  unto  our  brethren 
at  lead  as  we  would  defyre  to  be  done  unto  by  Barbari- 
ans, which  is  not  to  be  rejc<fted,  becaufe  wefuite  not  with 
the  difpOficidn  of  theire  Sechem,  nor  becaufe,  by  our  com- 
ing, God  cakes  them  away  and  troubles  them,  and  fo,  to 
theire  appearance,  we  mine  them. 

The  4th  argument  ftands  thus,  "  The  churches  take 
"  libertye  (as  lawfully  they  may)  to  receive  or  reje£le  at 
"  their  difcretion  ;  yea  particular  townes  make  orders  to 
"  fuch  e{Fe(St^,  why  then  ftiould  the  commonwealth  be  denied 
**  the  like  libertye,  and  the  whole  more  reflraincd  than 
*^  any  part  ?" 

Anfw.  Though  the  queftion  be  here  concluded,  yet  it  is 
farre  from  being  foundly  proved,  yea,  in  trueth,  we  much 
wonder  that  any  member  of  a  church  ftiould  be  ignorant  of 
the  falfenefsof  the  ground  workc  upon  which  thisconclufioa 
is  built ;  for  (hotild  churches  have  this  power,  as  you  fay 
they  have,  to  receive  or  reje£le  at  their  difcretion,  they 
would  quickely  grow  corrupt  enough.  Churches  have 
no  libertye  to  receive  or  reje£le,  at  their  difcretions,  but 
at  the  difcretion  of  Chrift,  whatfoever  is  done  in  word  or 
deed,  in  church  or  common -wealth,  mud  be  done  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  Jefus.  (Coll.  3.  17.)  Neither  hath 
church  nor  common-wealth  any  other  than  minifteriall 
power  from  Chrift  (Eph.  5.  23.)  who  is  the  head  of  the 
church,  and  the  prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth.  (Rev, 
I.  5.)  After  that  Cornelius  and  his  companye  had  received 
the  holy  ghofl:,  whereby  the  right  which  they  had  to  the 
covenant  was  evidenced,  it  is  not  now  left  10  the  difcretion 
of  the  church  whether  they  would  admitte  them  there- 
unto or  nor.  But  can  any  man  forbid  them  water  faith 
peter,  he  commanded  them  to  be  baptized.  (Affs  lo.  47, 
48.)    There  is  the  like  reafon  of  admilEon  into  churches, 

when 
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when  Chrifl:  opens  a  door  to  any  theres  none  may  take 
libertye  to  (hut  them  out.  In  one  word,  there  is  no  liber- 
tyeto  be  taken  neither  in  church  nor  commonwealth  but 
that  w.hich  Chrifl  gives  and  is  according  unto  him. 
Gal.  5:   I. 

The  5th  reafon  produced  is,  "If  it  befinne  in  us,  to 
"  denye  fome  men  place  among (l  us,  then  it  is  becaufe 
•*  they  have  fome  right  to  our  place." 

Anfw.  The  queflion  is  heere  againe  changed,  for  it  is 
cot  whether  fome  may  be  denyed,  but  whether  any  or  all 
fuch  as  the  magiftrates  illimitrcd  diffent  fliall  rejede.  But 
befydes  this,  we  fay,  thai  the  kings  chriflian  fubje^is  have 
right  by  his  majeflies  pactent,  to  come  over  and  plante  in 
places  not  inhabited,  for  a  double  end,  ift,  to  enlarge  his 
majeflies  dominions,  2dly,  for  the  converfionof  the  Pagans. 
And  fmce  his  majeflie  hath  given  them  right  for  thefe 
ends,  we  may  not  denye  them,  unlefs  they  forfeite  it,  either 
by  denyeing  the  land  which  they  inhabite  to  be  an  enlarge- 
ment of  his  majeflies  dominions,  or  becoming  fuch  diifolute 
and  prophane  perfons  as  rather  doe  harden  the  Indians 
than  be  a  meanes  of  their  converfion,  for  by  fo  doing  we 
fliall  exceed  the  limittsofhis  majellies  grante,  and  forfeite 
the  priviledges,  government  and  lands  which  we  challenge 
to  be  our  owne. 

Moreover,  we  may  not  denye  refidence,  to  any  of  his 
majeflies  fubjedls  without  jufl  grounds,  except  we  will  doe 
injury  both  to  the  king  and  his  fubje(5ls,  who  have  adven- 
tured both  theire  eflates  and  lives  to  enjoye  thofe  privi- 
ledges and  libertyes,  which  he  hath  granted  them.  Be- 
fydes the  law  doth  not  only  prohibite  thofe  whom  the  ma- 
giftrates fliall  diilike  to  plante  in  thofe  places  uninhabited, 
though  in  an  orderly  manner,  but  to  make  their  abode  in 
friends  houfes,  either  given  or  fold,  orhyred,  which  are 
lawful  meanes  of  obtaineing  right.  Now  if  the  kings 
majeflie  give  me  right,  if  title  be  procured  by  donation, 
purchafe,  farmeing,  &c.  If  now  this  flate  at  theire  plea- 
fure,  take  this  away  and  expell  men  from  tlie  fame,  what 
were  this  but  to  exercife  robbery,  and  to  vex  the  poore 

and 
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and  the  needy,  and  opprelTe  the  (1: ranger  wrongfully,  a 
fmne  forerunning  defolation,  (Ezek.  22.  29.)  and  fuch  an 
one  as  will  more  ruine  the  ftate  by  the  execution  thereof, 
than  thofe  perfons  (whom  the  law  intend  to  expell)  were 
the  law  aboliflied. 

The  6th  reafon  afligned  is  this,  "  If  ftrangcrs  have 
"  right  to  our  houfes  or  lands,  &c.  then  it  is  cither  of 
'*  juftice  or  mercye,''  &c. 

Anfwi  The  queftion  ftill  is  changed,  but  in  anfwer  to 
this  we  fay,  fuch  may  the  flranger  be  as  have  true  right 
of  cohabitation,  and  fojourning  with  us,  as  hath  beene 
fhewed,  and  that  of  juiVxe,  by  his  majeflies  pattent,  for 
they  are  fellow  fubjed^s  to  one  and  the  fame  prince,  they 
are  alfo  of  the  fame  nation,  and  if  they  be  chriftians  they 
are  in  a  farre  nearer  relation  than  all  thefe,  even  fellow 
brethren,  and  coheircs  of  all  the  bltffings  layd  up  for  them 
in  ChriO:  Jefus,  and  in  all  thefe  confiderations  have  right 
of  cohabitation  and  refidence  with  us. 

The  7th  reafon  is  this,  •*  A  family e  is  a  little  cotnmon- 
**  wealth  and  a  common- wealth  is  a  great  familye,  now  a 
"  familye  is  not  bound  to  entertaine  all  comers,  no  not 
"  every  good  man,  otherwife  than  by  w^ay  of  hofpitalitye, 
**  no  more  is  a  common-wealth.'' 

Anfw.  Here  againe  the  queftion  is  much  changed,  it 
fliould  not  have  been  proved  that  we  are  not  bound  to 
receive  all  comers  nor  all  good  men,  but  rather  no  comers 
at  all,  unleiTe  it  be  upon  the  unlimitted  confent  of  the 
rnagiflrates.  Although  it  be  true,  that  there  is  fome 
proportion  betweene  a  familye  and  a  common-wealth,  yet 
there  is  a  great  difparitye  in  this  matter.  A  maifler  of  a 
familye  hath  another  kinde  of  right  to  his  houfe  and  eftate 
than  this  common-wealth  hath  to  all  the  houfes  and  lands 
within  this  parent.  The  maifler  of  a  familye  may  bequeath 
his  whole  eflare  to  his  wife  and  children,  and  fo  may  not 
the  body  of  this  common-wealth  to  theires.  The  king 
will  looke  for  fome  right,  nor  may  we  blame  him,  if  he 
doe.  Many  are  no  members  of  the  common-w^ealth,  and 
yet  have  good  right  both  to  houfes  and  lands  here,  many 
members  of  this  (late  agree  not  to  this  law,  but  have 
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protcftcd  againfl:  it  as  finnfull  and  unwholefomc,  and  yet , 
we  hope  the  reft  have  not  as  good  right  to  their  houfcs 
goods  and  lands  as  themaifter  of  the  familyc  hath  to  his. 
If  the  ftate  (hould  take  upon  them  fuch  a  right,  I  pray 
you  confider  whether  it  would  nor  prove  a  greater  wronge, 
even  hke  to  that  of  Laban^-  toward  Jacob,  who  told  him 
that  all  were  his,  Gen.  31.43.  It  is  to  be  feared  fuch 
pleas  of  right  will  worke  more  trouble  to  this  flare,  if 
they  be  noyfed  abroad,  than  the  entertainment  of  thofe 
people  againft  whom  this  law  is  made. 

Eighthly  it  is  thus  reafoned,  "  It  is  a  generall  rule, 
**  turpius  ejicitur  quam  non  admit titur  hofpeSy  it  is  worfe 
"  to  receive  a  man  whom  we  mud  cad  out,  than  to  deny 
"  him  admittance." 

Anfw,  Let  any  man  refolve  thefe  words,  and  they  will 
be  farre  from  proveing  the  cquitye,  thojugh  they  may  per* 
haps  the  intent  of  the  courts  order.  The  thinge  which 
from  hence  is  concluded  will  only  amount  to  this.  That 
it  is  worfe  for  a  common- wealth  to  receive  a  man  whom 
they  muft  caft  out  againe,  than  to  deny  him  admittance. 
The  reafon  is  taken  from  humane  aurhoritye,  but  what  is 
this  to  the  pointe  in  controverfye,  why  Ihould  men  thus 
argue,  and  their  conclufions  fo  farre  from,  the  marke,  yet 
as  we  faid  perhaps  this  may  (hew  the  courts  intent,  for 
this  intimation  we  have  from  hence.  That  the  intent  of 
the  common-wealth  is  to  caft  out  all  fuch  as  have  beene 
received  in  tymes  paft,  who  are  of  the  fame  judgment  with 
them,  whom  the  magiftrates  will  not  admitt  but  caft  our, 
though  with  a  greate  deale  more  diftioneftye,  for  turpius 
ejicitur^  &c.  which  if  it  muft  be,  the  Lords  will  be  done.^ 

Ninthly,  it  is  thus  further  argued,  **  The  rule  of  the 
"  Apoftle,  John  2.  10.  is,  that  fuch  as  come  and  bring  not 
**  the  true  docftrine  with  them  iliould  not  be  received  to 
**  houfe,  and  by  the  fame  reafon  not  into  the  com.wcalth.*' 

The  queftion  is  ftiil  wonderfully  changed,  for  if  the 
order  now  in  queftion  were  but  conformable  to  this  rule 
of  the   Apoftle  none  would  oppofe  it,  but  the  order  is 

therefore 
*  Mr.  Vane's  adherents  were   afterwards  banipAied.     See  Majf, 
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therefore  fcrupelled,  becaufe  it  fetts  downe  no  rule  for  the 
magiftrates  to  walkc  by  in  that  admittance  or  reje(5lion  of 
Aich  as  come,  but  leaves  ic  to  their  iliimitted  confent  or 
dilTent,  nay  fach  were  the  exprefTions  of  the  fame,  in  the 
court,  who  had  a  hand  in  this  law,  as  clcares  it  to  us  that 
this  law  oppofeth  dire^lly  this  rule  ;  for  fach  as  doe  bring 
the  doflcine  intended  in  the  text,  are  the  perfons  which 
are  aymed  at  to  be  denyed  refidence,  as  fad  experience 
alfo  in  the  execution  hath  given  us  in  parte  to  fee  already, 
and  wee  feare  in  the  future  will  yet  doe  more. 

The  loth  and  lad  reafon  is  this  in  effedl,  "  Such  may  not 
**  come  into  the  land  as  by  the  confent  of  all  are  to  be  re- 
•*  jefled,  and  therefore  it  is  lawful  to  take  notice  of  them/* 

We  much  marvaile  that  it  fliould  be  fo  often  faid,  the 
law  is  only  for  takeing  notice,  is  it  not  plaine  that  fuch 
are  to  be  fined  who  receive  them  whom  the  magiftrates 
allow  not  ?  and  cannot  notice  be  taken  of  men  without 
fuch  a  courfe  as  this  ?  Why  (hould  any  in  higher  place 
fpcake  in  open  court — Let  us  have  their  money  firft  ?— 
What  meanes  the  words  immediately  following  which 
fpeake  of  rejcifting  and  keeping  out  by  vertue  of  this  order, 
if  it  were  only  made  to  take  notice  of  fuch  ?  It  would  have 
done  very  well  to  have  kept  to  the  queftion,  and  not  argue 
fo  farre  diftant  from  the  purpofe  as  this  doth.  What  if 
fome  come  into  the  land  and  are  to  be  rejected,  are  any 
rherefor  to  be  rejected  in  an  undue  and  finnful  way  ?  la 
the  enlargement  of  this  reafon  the  law  is  excufed,  if  it  be 
not  rightly  executed,  and  they  which  are  to  execute  it  are 
Jikewife  defended,  if  they  follow  their  judgments  and  con- 
fciences.  The  law  is  excufed  becaufe  it  hath  a  good  intent, 
but  good  intents  do  not  m.ake  a  law  or  action  good,  what 
was  intended  the  execution  doth  declare.  Now  is  it  fuiE- 
cient  for  thofewho  are  bctrufted  with  the  execution  of  this 
Jaw  to  follow  their  perhvafions,  judgments,  and  confciences, 
except  they  be  rightly  ruled  by  the  word  of  trucih  ?  Paul 
was  perfwaded  that  he  fliould  doe  thofc  things  which  he 
did  againft  Jefus  of  Nazareth,  A^s  26.  9.  They  which 
kill  Gods  children  may  thinke  they  doe  God  good  fervice, 

Joha 
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John  1 6.  T.  but  in  fo  doeing,  neither  the  one  nor  the  other 
are  to  be  excufed.  It  is  not  a  full  perfwafion  that  makes 
a  thinge  lawfull  from  the  rule  Rom.  14.  5.  but  a  full  per- 
fwafion upon  good  grounds.  All  the  actions  of  chriflians 
mud  be  according  to  the  rule  Chrifl  gives  them  to  walkc 
by,  Gal.  6.  6. 

ObjedV.  I.  Some  prophane  perfons  are  received,  and 
others  who  are  religious  are  reje<Sled.  To  which  you  an- 
fwer  there  is  no  fuch  thing  knowne  to  be  done,  and  if  it 
were  it  might  be  juftified,  becaufe  prophane  perfons  may 
beleffe  dangerous,  than  fuch  as  are  religious,  of  large  parts^ 
confirmed  in  fome  erroneous  way,  our  Saviour  converfed 
with  publicans,  &c.  and  fayd  they  were  nearer  the  king^ 
dom  of  heaven  than  religious  pharifees.  This  is  the  fummc* 
As  for  the  objection  which  is  made,  it  is  your  owne ;  for 
any  thing  we  know,  wc  would  not  objefl  in  this  manner* 
It  is  not  the  rcfuling  of  fome  religious  perfons  againft 
which  we  except,  but  againfl  the  libertye  which  is  given 
by  this  law  of  rejecting  thofe,  that  are  truly  and  parti- 
cularly religious,  if  the  magiilrates  doe  not  like  them, 
which  is  already  put  in  pradlice,  as  farre  as  may  be  judged* 
If  you  deny  any  thing  to  be  done,  there  are  divers  wit- 
nefTes  will  affirmc  the  contrarye.  If  you  fay  it  be  more 
dangerous  to  accept  fuch  than  prophane  perfons  you  need 
not  much  confutation,  fuch  dial  I  be  bleflings  wherefoever 
they  come.  Gen.  12.  2.  they  will  not  need  to  be  bound  to 
the  peace  or  good  behaviour  as  fome  that  are  admitted  by 
authoritye  by  their  blafphemous  and  quarrelling  fpeeches, 
As  for  fcribes  and  pharifees  wee  will  not  pleade  for  them, 
let  them  doe  it  who  walke  in  their  way  ;  nor  for  fuch  as 
are  confirmed  in  any  way  of  errour,  though  all  fuch  are 
not  10  be  denyed  cohabitation,  but  are  to  be  pitied  and 
reformed,  Jude  22,  23.  lihmael  (liall  dwell  in  the  prefence 
of  his  brethren,  Gen.  16.  12. 

Obje6l.  2.  It  is  objected  that  by  this  law  we  reje£l  good 
chriftians  and  fo  confcquently  Chrift  himfeife,  and  it  is 
made  of  purpofe  to  kecpe  away  fuch  as  are  of  Mr.Wheel" 
Wrights  judgment.     To  the  former  parte  of  this  objeclloti 

you 
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you  fay,  it  is  not  knowne  that  any  chriflian  man  hath  been 
rejected,  and  that  chriftians  in  fome  cafes  may  be  reje<^ed, 
holding  fome  pernicious  errors.     This  is  the  fubflance. 

To  which  we  anfwer  that  diverfe  chriftians  have  been 
already  rejected  fo  iarre,  as  they  are  not  allowed  to  make 
any  abode  amongfl  us,  but  for  a  iliort  limicted  tyme,  and 
by  the  law  they  may  be  reje^led  for  ever.     All  the  tyrac 
fuch  are  rejecl:ed  Chrift  is  rejected,  Luke  lo.  1 6.  A61s  9. 4. 
Suppofe  fome  chriftians  may  be  refufed  and  Chrill  not  re*^ 
fuied  (which  is  not  yet  proved)  that  is  nothing  to  the  law 
nor  to  the  prefent  execution  of  it.    If  you  deale  with  fucli 
make  it  appear.     To  the  latter  parte  of  this  obje£i:ion  you 
anfwer,  that  you  cannot  confeffethat  it  is  made  againft  them 
of  Mr.Wheelwighcs  judgment,  and  if  it  were,  where  is  the 
evil  of  it,  feeing  that  the  opinions  are  fuch  as  he  pro- 
felTeth  cannot  fland  with  external  peace,  and  will  caufe 
divifions,  and  will  m.ake  the  people  looke  at  their  magi- 
ftrates,  minifters  and  brethren,   as  enemyes  to  Chrift  and 
antichriftian,  more  dangerous  than  the  opinion    of  Mr. 
Williams  ?  We  omitt  divers  words  for  brevityes  fake  and 
change  not  the  matter.  To  this  we  replyc,  that  though  yon 
cannot  confeffe  it,  yet  it  doth  appeare  by  your  examina- 
tions of  them  you  refufe,  for  prefent  demanding  of  them 
whether  they  know  him,  and  wifliing  of  them  to  difclaimc 
his  doclrine,  and  excepting  againft  them  becaufe  they  are 
allyed  to  them  of  the  fame  judgment,   as  likewife  by  the 
courts  proceeding  againft  him,  that  there  is  fome  fuch 
thing  ;    though  indeed  we  would  not  make  this  cbjedion, 
though  fome  of  the  like  kinde. 

Now  whereas  you  grante  this  by  way  of  concelTion^ 
and  givereafons  tojuftifiethe  fame,  they  areeirher  weak 
or  greare  niift.ikes.  Firft  you  finde  fault  with  his  opinions, 
becaufe  he  faid  they  could  not  ftand  with  extcrnall  peace. 
He  affirmed  indeed  that  the  preaching  of  the  gofpcll  could 
not  (tand  wjih  external!  peace,  and  doth  net  the  word  of 
God  hold  this  forth  ?  Our  Saviour  came  nor  to  fend  peace 
but  a  fword,  Maiih.  10.  34,  That  chapter  fpeakes  fully 
to  the  purpofe,  2Ld  when  news  of  Chrift  comes^  Herod 
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and  all  Jcrufalemis  troubled,  Matth.  2.  3,  Paul  and  Silas 
were  accufed  for  turneing  the  world  upfyde  downe,  A£^s 
17.  5.  We  queftion  not  but  he  will  grante  that  the  Lord 
can  and  doth  fometymes  give  his  church  reft,  Adlsp.  31. 
but  this  will  not  ftand  nor  continue,  which  we  know  to  be 
his  meaneinge.  A  man  cannot  be  Chrift's  difciple  but  he 
muft  meere  with  croffes,  Matth.  16.  24.  Efau  and  Jacob 
wrcftled  together  in  their  mothers  wombe,  Gen.  25.  22. 
In  the  2dplace  you  except  againft  his  opinions.becaufe  they 
make  devlfions.  The  gofpell  which  he  or  any  man  holds 
forth  willcaufe  devifions  by  accident,  Matth.  10.  34.35.  If 
he  be  blamed  for  this,  Chrift  cannot  be  excufed.  The  3d 
thing  you  alledge  is  that  his  opinions  make  people  lookc  at 
their  magiflrares,  miniflcrs  arid  brethren  as  antichriflians, 
enemies  to  Chrift,but  we  know  no  fuch  do61rine  which  he 
taught,  all  which  he  delivered  concerning  this  matter,  was  a 
defcnption  of  the  way  of  workes  and  antichriftianifmcand 
fo  farreas  magiftrates  and  minifters  walke  in  that  way  they 
arc  to  be  looked  at  as  antichriftian,  John  4.  1,2,3.  Laftly, 
it  is  faidrhat  his  opinions  arc  more  dangerous  than  thofe  of 
Mr.  Williams  which,  if  it  be  true,  then  is  the  do£lnne  of 
the  gofpell  more  dangerous  than  that  for  which  Mr.  Wil- 
liams was  baniftied ;  for  as  yet  we  know  nothing  which 
Mr.  Wheelwright  helde  dilTonant  from  the  gofpell,  nei- 
ther hath  he  beenc  confured,  though  condemned,  and  it  is 
not  our  judgments  fomuch  as  the  caufe  which  is  changed^ 

Thc-'e  objediions  and  anfwers  being  viewed,  and  what 
is  unfound  refuted,  we  come  to  the  conclufion,  wherein 
we  are  defyered  to  judge  what  evill  ve  fnde  in  the  law, 
and  rhis  we  will  doe  faithfully  by  the  helpe  of  Chrift. 
This  law  we  judge  to  be  moft  wicked  and  (innefull,  and 
that  for  thefe  reafons. 

I.  Becaufe  this  law  doth  leave  thefe  weightye  matters 
of  rhe  common- wealth,  of  receiving  or  rejecting  fuch  as 
ccnie  over  to  the  approbation  of  magiftrates,  and  fufpends 
iheJe  things  upon  the  judgment  of  man,  whereas  the  judg- 
ment IS  Gods,  Deur.  i.  17.  This  is  made  a  ground  worke 
of  groiie  pcpery.  Priefts  and  magiftrates  are  to  judge,  but 

it 
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it  mud  be  according  to  the  law  of  God,  Deur.  17.  9,  lOj 
I  li  That  law  which  gives  that  without  limittation  to  man, 
which  is  proper  to  God,  cannot  be  juft. 

2.  Becaufe  here  is  liberty  c  given  by  this  law  to  expel  I 
and  rcjed  thofe  which  are  mofl  eminent  chriftians,  if  they 
fuite  not  vith  the  difpofition  of  the  magiflrates,  whereby 
it  v^ill  come  to  paiTe,  that  Chrift  and  his  members  will 
£nde  worfe  entertainment  amongfl  us  than  the  Ifraelires 
did  amongft  the  Egyptians  and  Babilonians,  than  Abram 
and  Ifaack  did  amongit  thePhiliftines,  than  Jacob  amongfl 
the  Shechcmites,  yea  even  than  Loit  amongfl  the  Sodo- 
mites. Thefe  all  gave  leave  to  Gods  people,  to  (it  downe 
amongfl  them,  though  they  could  not  clayme  fuch  right 
as  the  Kings  fubjedts  may.  Now  that  law,  the  execntiori 
thereof  may  make  us  more  cruel!  and  tyrannical!  over 
Gods  children  than  Pagans,  yea  than  Sodomites,  mufl 
needs  be  mofl  wicked  and  fmnefull. 

3.  This  law  doth  crofie  many  lawes  of  Chrifl,  Chrifl 
would  have  us  render  unto  Csefar  the  things  that  areCiE« 
fars,  Matii.  22.  21.  But  this  law  will  not  give  unto  the 
Kinft-s  majefly  his  right  of  planting  fome  of  his  fubjedls 
amongfl  us,  except  they  pleafe  them,  Chrifl  bids  us  not  to 
forget  to  entertaine  flrangers,  Heb.  13.  2»  But  here  by 
this  law  we  mud  not  entertaine,  for  any  continuance  of 
tiiticfuch  flranger  as  the  magiflrates  like  not,  though  they 
be  never  fo  gracious,  allowed  of  both  by  God  and  good 
men,  except  we  will  forfeite  unto  them  our  whole  eflates, 
it  may  be  and  much  more  than  our  eflates  comes  unco. 
Chrifl  commands  us  to  do  good  unto  all,  but  efpecially  to 
them  of  the  houfehold  of  faith.  Many  other  lawes  there 
are  of  Chriftj  which  this  law  daflicch  ag2in{l,and  therefore 
is  mofl  wicked  and  fmnefull. 


G  -  A  Reply 
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A  Reply  to  an  Anfwcr  made  to  a  Declaration  of 
the  Intent  and  Equity  of  the  Order  made  at  the 
Court  in  May  kit,  whereby  none  arc  to  be  re- 
ceived &c.  btit  by  allowance  of  the  Magiftrates.* 

Contentions  among  brethren  are  fad  fpe^cles,  among 
the  churches  of  Chriit,  efpecially  when  they  come 
once  to  favour  of  bitternefle,  which  would  have  difcou- 
raged  me  from  publiihing  the  former  declaration,  if  1  could 
have  expe<fted  fuch  an  anfwer  :  And  in  that  rcfpedl  I 
Ihould  willingly  havefuten  downe  under  my  reproach,  if 
the  caufe  of  truth  and  judice  had  not  called  raeagaine  ta 
this  tafke ;  wherein,  if  1  deale  more  fliarply,  than  myne 
owne  difpofition  leads  me,the  blame  muft  fall  upon  him,who 
puts  fuch  occafions  upon  me,  as  1  cannot  other  wife  fhunne. 

Many  faults  doth  the  Anfwerer  find  in  my  declara- 
tion, which  1  mud  examine  as  thay  come  in  order.  The 
"  ifl  is,  that  in  defcribing  a  common  wealth  (fuch  as  ours 
"  is)  1  do  not  defcribe  it,  as  it  is  chriftian*  nor  as  it  is 
"  founded  upon  the  grant  of  our  King.'' 

To  this  1  replye  ul,  the  defininition  or  defcription  of 
the  genus  may  be  applyed  to  all  the  fpecies,  referving  the 
fpeclficall  diiferences :  To  define  a  man  to  be  a  reafonabic 
creature  is  a  true  definition  of  any  man,  whether  rich  or 
poor,  chriflian  or  heathen :  and  when  1  defcribe  a  com*' 
mon  wealth  in  general  or  in  a  more  civil  or  politicke  ref- 
ptCtc,  the  churches  or  chriftlans  which  are  in  it,  fall  not 
into  confideration,as  to  the  being  of  it,  for  it  may  be  a  true 
body  poliiicke,  though  there  be  neither  church  nor  chrif- 
tian  in  it. 

The  like  may  be  f-^yd  for  the  forme  of  government, 
Tvhether  it  be  by  parent  or  oiherwife  yet  it  is  a  govern- 
ment, and  To  i  he  dcfcii prion  is  Mc  and  true. 

2d.  The  defcription  which  I  make  doth  include  all 
that  which  he  doih  coinp.aine  ro  be  wanting.  The  words 

are 
*  This  Court  W2S  held  at  Newtown,  now  Cambridge,  in  May  1637. 
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are  thcfe.  A  company  of  people,  confenting  to  cohabitc 
under  one  government,  for  their  mutual  fafety  and  well- 
fare.  Now  let  ours  be  layd  to  this  defcription  and  the 
truth  will  appeare.  We  A.  B.  C.  &c.  confented  to  cohabite  in 
theMalTachufettSjand  under  the  government  fet  up  among 
us  by  his  Majefty's  patent  or  grant  for  our  mutual  fafety 
andwellfare,  we  agreed  to  walke  according  to  the  rules  of 
the  gofpell.  And  thus  you  have  both  a  chriftian  common 
weale  and  the  fame  founded  upon  the  patent,  and  both  in- 
cluded within  my  defcription. 

I  will  adde  only  what  i  conceive  from  this  and  other  like 
paflagts  in  his  anfwer,  viz.  that  he  makes  this  exception 
rather  to  fhelter  himfelf  under  pretence  of  his  tendernefs 
of  the  kings  honour  and  right,  than  out  of  any  ignorance 
of  the  true  latitude  of  my  defcription ;  and  withali  he  dif- 
cbvers  how  little  he  regardeth  what  jealoufyes  he  put  us 
under,  fo  he  may  (belter  hisowne  parties.  The  Lord  give 
him  to  fee  his  fecret  underminings,  that  it  may  be  forgivea 
him.  Having  thus  faulted  my  defcription,  he  taketh  upon 
him  to  teach  me  a  better ;  and  for  this  he  refers  me,  by 
SL  marginal  quotation  to  Proverb  8.  5.  the  text  is  this.  Oh 
ye  fimple  underiland  wifdome  and  ye  fools  be  ye  of  an  un- 
derftanding  heartland  to  Ifai.  6.  7.  And  he  liyd  it  upon 
my  mouth  and  fayd  loe  this  hath  touched  thy  lipps&c. 
How  thefe  places  will  prove  his  defcription  of  a  chridian 
common  wealth,  founded  upon  the  kings  patent  is  beyond 
my  reach,  but  it  fuits  well  with  a  pra<flife  now  in  ufe,  to 
fpcak  nothing  but  what  they  bring  fcripture  for;  fo  fcrip- 
lure  bealledged  it  matters  not  how  impertinent  they  be. 

As  for  your  defcription  it  felf,  I  have  no  more  to  fay 
againfi:  it,  but  that  it  was  not  requifue,  to  that  which  I 
projeflcd,  to  expreffe  ihofe  particulars ;  and  our  lawyers 
■will  tell  you  that  ex/>rej/i0  epruin  quj^  tacit e  infunt  nihil 
cperatur :  My  intent  was  to  prove  the  proprietyeand  [nvi- 
ledges  of  a  common  weale  which  may  alfo  belong  to  fuch 
government  among  Turkes  and  Pagans,  fo  far  as  they  may 
fail  within  my  defcription  without  any  prejudice  to  the 
mod  chriftiau  government,  that  is,  as  if  1  ipeake  of  one 

G  3  that 
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that  is  an  honed  man,  and    fay  that  he  goeth  uprighf, 
fpeakes,  laughs,  &c.  when  aTurke  or  aPagan  doth  the  fame. 

His  next  exception  is,  that  I  fay  *'  that  fuch  a  body 
«  politic  may  ufe  all  meanes,  which  may  conduce  to  their 
"  wellfare,  and  do  not  reftrain  it  to  iawlul  meanes." 

To  this  1  reply,  that  it  is  according  to  fcriprurc  phrafc, 
and  our  common  fpeach.  When  we  call  upon  a  lickc  man, 
to  ufe  meanes  for  his  reGOvcrye,we  are  well  enough  under- 
ftood,  though  we  put  not  the  word  lawful :  I  may  do  all 
things,  faith  Paul,  and  give  all  diligence  faith  Peter,  with- 
out exprefling  lawful,  which  the  Anfwerer  would  haveun- 
dcrflood  well  enough,  if  he  had  notbcene  rriinded  to  fecke 
a  knot  in  a  ruih ;  only  I  fee  not  why  he  iliould  paiTeover 
thole  many  things  which  he  fdirh  are  queftionable  in  my 
ground  worke,  and  take  up  thofe  which  will  afford  fo 
little  advantage. 

Then  he  proceeds  to  examine  the  reafons  which  I  layd 
downe  to  prove  the  cquitie  of  this  jaw. 

The  firft  reafon  is  this,  "  If  we  be  a  corporation  efla- 
blifhed  by  free  confent,  if  the  place  of  our  habitation  be 
our  owne — then  no  man  hath  right  to  come  in  to  us, 
without  our  confent." 

To  this  he  anfwers,  that  "  he  knoweth  not  how  we 
who  ftand  a  corporation  by  the  Kings  patent  can  thus 
argue."  To  this  I  replye  then.  I  will  tell  him,  that 
which  the  King  is  pleafed  to  beftow  upon  us,  and  we  have 
accepted,  is  truly  our  owne. 

2.  He  denyeth  the  confequence  by  a  dlifinflion  of  a 
confent  regulated,  and  a  vad  and  illimited  confent. 

Replye:  To  fpeake  of  confent  in  general,  implyeth 
alwayes  a  confent  fuitable  to  the  power  or  intered  cf  him 
who  is  to  give  it ;  as  when  we  fay,  a  child  may  not  marrye 
without  confent  of  parents,  we  know  it  is  regulated,  yet 
when  a  father  pleads  it,  he  doth  not  necde  to  exprede  all 
the  limitations. 

Thug  he  runs  on  in  a  frivolous  difcourfe,  2nd  in  the 
end  falls  upon  this  falfs  conclufion,  *^  An  unlawtul  dilTent 
ca.n  hinder  no  man^  So.  that  if  beh^d  need  co  borrow  v[\j 
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horfe,  and  I  ought  by  the  rule  of  love  to  lend  him  to  hioi, 
though  I  refufe  to  confent  to  his  requeft  herein,  yet  he 
may  take  him,  becaufe  my  dilTent  is  unlawfull ;  (o  by  thia 
conclufion  a  wife,  a  childe,  a  fervant  may  doe  any  thingc 
that  is  lawful  I,  though  thie  hufband,  father,  or  maifter 
deny  their  confent.  If  this  fpeed  well,  the  next  conclulioQ 
will  be  an  anarchie. 

After  this  difcourfe  I  expelled  fomewhat  to  have  taken 
away  the  confequence  of  my  argument,  but  1  finde  not  a 
word  to  that  purpofe,  he  is  fuddainly  fallen  upon  ray  fecond 
reafon,    which  is  this, 

*'  If  no  man  hath  right  to  our  land,&c.  but  by  our  con- 
fent, then  it  is  reafon  we  fliould  take  notiice  of  men,  be- 
fore we  confcrre  any  fuch  upon  them." 

This  he  partly  grants,  but  complaines  of  the  change  of 
the  queftion,  to  which  I  replye  that  I  did  not  propound 
any  reafons  in  a  fyllogiflicall  frame,  but  by  way  of  dif- 
courfe, and  that  which  this  argument  tends  unto  was  only 
to  (hew  why  forae  were  not  prefently  allowed,  but  a  time 
taken,  wherein  we  might  gayne  fome  nottice  and  tryall  of 
them,  and  there  was  no  need  why  the  anfwerer  (hould 
fo  often  complaine  of  the  change  of  the  queflion  ;  for  if 
he  takes  my  reafons  together  he  cannot  denye  but  the 
queflion  itfelfe  is  argued  and  concluded,  as  will  appeare  by 
the  fequeil,  1  will  therefore  paiTe  by  all  that  he  drives 
abour,  upon  this  fuppofed  fallacie,  and  joyne  with  him  in 
the  quertioD,  as  he  flares  it,  viz. 

Whether  the  admitting  or  reje£ling  of  perfons  fhould 
depend  upon  the  difcretions  of  men,  which  he  calls  aa 
unlimicted  and  unfafe  rule  and  their  difcreiion  not  rcgu- 
Jaied,  though  they  fhould  be  magiflrates. 

To  this  I  replye,  or  rather  anfwcie,  firft,  That  which 
he  takes  for  granted,  and  wherein  lyes  the  whole  flrengih 
of  his  defence  is  untrue,  viz.  That  the  magiftraics  will  and 
difcretion  in  our  cafe  is  not  regulated,  for  ifl,  the  magi- 
flrares  are  members  of  the  churches  here  and,  by  that 
covenant,  are  regulated  to  direcl  all  their  wayes  b;  the 
rule  of  the  gofpell.  and  if  they  faile  in  any  thinge,  they 
are  fubjq6l  to  the  churches  correftion.  2dly.  As  they  arc 
O  4  freemen, 
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freemen,  they  are  regulated  by  oath,  to  dire£t  their  aymes 
to  the  welifare  of  this  civil!  body.  gdly.  As  they  are  ma^ 
giflrates,  ihey  are  fworne  to  doe  right  to  all,  and  regulated 
by  their  relation  to  the  people,  to  feeke  theire  wellfaVe 
in  all  things  ;  fo  as  here  is  no  fuch  irregulated  difcretion 
as  is  fuppofed,  and  it  feems  to  me  an  improper  fpeech 
and  favouring  of  contradiflion  ;  for  difcretion  alwayes  im- 
plyes  a  rule  for  its  guide.     And  herein  1  have  occafion  to 
take  in  his  anfwere  to  my  4rh  reafon  drawne  from  the 
practice  of  our  churches,  and  fome  towns  where  matters 
of  admitting  or  rejecting  are  ordered  by  difcretion.     And 
here  it  is  made  a  wonder  that  1  (liew  fo  much  ignorance. 
I  mufl  confelTe  my  ignorance  is  greate,  and  I  cannot  hide 
it,  being  expoied  fo  much  as  1  am  to  publick  view :  Yet 
that  will  nor  cover  the  ^nfv/erers  blindneU,  from  prejudice 
in  this  greare  wonder,  which  is  fuch  as  he  cannot  difcerne 
the  voyce  and  will  of  Chrift  difpenced  in  the  difcretion  of 
his  fervancsand  people,  and  yet  tells  us  not  how  itfhould 
be  knowne  othcrwife.  Did  lie  never  heare,  that  our  prac- 
tife  is,  that  none  are  propounded  to  the  congregation,  ex- 
cept they  be  firil  allowed  by  the  elders,^  and  is  not(this  to 
admicf  or  rejedfc  by  difcretion?  Did  he  never  hcare  of  a 
chrillian  man  rejefted  by  the  church,  or  put  oOT  at  leaft,  be- 
caufe  a  brother  hath  profelTed  wane  of  fat isf action  ?  Haih 
he  never  heard  that  thedilTent  of  fome  few  brethren  may, 
by  rule,  (as  hath  beene  fayd)  caufe  the  reje<Slion  of  a  man, 
whom  all  the  reft  of  the  brethren  fnall  approve  of?  And 
where  is  Chrifts  voyce  to  be  heard  now,  if  he  will  have 
difcretion  (hut  out  of  the  church.  So  fays  the  inflance  of 
townes  matters  (which  he  wifely  declines  and  gives  no  aq- 
fwer  to)  he  well  knowes  that  within  the  towne  of  Bofton 
it  is  an  eftabliftied  order,  that  none  (hould  be  received  into 
cohabitation  there,  except  they  be  allowed  by  certain  men 
appointed  to  judge  of  their  firnefs  for  church-fellowfhip. 
And  fo,  whereas  the  way  of  God   hath  alwayes  beene  to 
gath^er  his  churches  out  of  the  wprld  j  now,  the  world,  or 

civill 

*  This  muft  ncet^s  render  t^c  influence  of  the  Clergy  very  grea^ 

under  the  eld  Conftilutio-i,     No  body  coM  be  propofcd  to  ths 

Church  for  ;^  Member  uniefs  tl>e  Minifter  alJawed  it.     f^q  body 

could  be  admitted  aFreeaianuclefs  he  wasaM^q^berof  ched^i^r^. 
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civill  (late,  mud  be  raifed  out  of  the  churches.  And  yet 
the  anfwerer  can  finde  nothing  of  wonder  of  ignorance 
here.  And  if  he  had  enquired  of  our  neighbours  at  Ply- 
mouth, they  could  have  tould  him  that  their  practice  hath 
beene  upon  the  like  law,  for  many  yeares,  I  mean  in 
referring  it  to  the  difcretion  of  the  magiftrates  to  receive 
and  rejefi:  fuch  as  come  to  ihem.  And  if  he  had  con- 
fidered  of  a  rule  in  the  law  of  Mofes,  he  ftiould  finde  that 
there  is  power  given  to  a  hufband  or  father  to  allow  or 
make  void  any  vow  of  a  wife  or  childe  at  their  difcretion, 
yei  I  hope  he  will  not  call  this  a  vail  and  unlimitted  rule. 

But  becaule  the  word  difcretion  feems  fo  offenfive  and 
unfafe,  let  us  trye  it  by  the  ballance  of  the  fanifruarye,  if 
we  can  finde  it  to  hold  weight  there,  fure  it  will  prove  a 
good  meafure  for  civill  affaires. 

The  word  in  fcripture  is  fometymcs  taken  for  found 
reafon,  as  Pral.  112.5.  He  will  order  his  affaires  by  difcre- 
tion ;  fo  Pro.  II.  12.  Somecymes  for  underflanding,  as 
Pro.  19.  II.  Ifai.  28.  26.  Sometymes  for  fkill,  as  Pro- 
2.  1 1.  Pro.  3.  21.  Sometymes  for  judgment,  Phill.  i.  9. 
And  in  all  places  in  a  good  fence,  for  it  is  a  gift  of  God 
wherein  he  defpenfeth  his  own  wifdome  in  all  the  affairs 
of  men,  both  in  church  and  common  wealth  ;  all  lawes  arc 
made  by  difcretion,  and  the  equitic  of  them  is  found  out 
and  applyed  to  particular  cafes  by  difcretion  ;  by  it  (being 
guided  by  the  fpirir  of  God)  the  mvnde  and  will  of  God 
is  found  out  in  his  word,  A£is  5.  8  and  A^s  8.  23.  A£l$ 
15.38.  A<5ls  21.23.  Levit.  27.  8,  12.  So  for  judgment 
in  civil  caufes ;  by  difcretion  did  Solomon  judge  betweenc 
the  harlots,  h  is  not  poffible  to  provide  a  law  that  in  the 
letter  of  it  fliall  reach  every  cafe  which  may  fall  out,  as 
we  fee  by  the  law  of  God  it  felfc  in  the  fame  place  of 
Levit.  27.  8.  then  it  muft  refl  in  the  difcretion  of  the 
judge  to  difcerne,  fo  doth  the  Lord  himfelfe  appointe, 
Deut.  17.  8,  9.  &c.  they  are  to  do  as  the  judge  Ihall  deter- 
mine, and  that  which  he  ihall  declare  for  law,  that  mud 
they  obey,  othcrwife  there  could  be  no  determination  in 
hard  and  doubtful  cafes.  As  for  thefe  fcriptures  which 
{he  Anfwerer  aliedgeth   about  Chrifl  his  fouerainty,  &c. 

they 
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they  are  nothia^:  co  the  quedioa  ;  for  the  prerogative 
authority  oF  Chrifl:  in  all  afFaires  in  church  and  common 
health,  doth  not  hinder  the  manner  of  his  difpenfaiions 
of  theminiflry  of  his  fervants,  and  in  the  improvement  of 
iuch  gifts  of  his,  of  wifdome,  difcretion,  &c.  as  he  is  pleafed 

;  lo  exercife  his  authority  in,  according  to  the  rule  of  his 
word. 

My  5ih  reafon  is,  that  it  is  no  fmne  or  injury  to  deny  a 
man  that  which  he  hath  no  right  unto,  therefore  we  may 
denyefomeraen  place  amongfl  us.     In  the  anfwer,  there 

■  is  againe  complain te  of  changing  the  queftion,  becaufe  I 

;  go  about  to  prove  that  fome  men  may  be  rejefled,  which 
Jne  feemeth  to  grant,  and  if  fo  then  thar  which  he  maketh 
the  maine  queftion  will  eafily  be  cleared,  for  if  we  may  re- 
ject fome,  then  the  care  of  thi^  mud  be  committed  to 
ibme  perfons,  for  to  fpeakof  difcerning  Chrift  his  autho- 
rity in  church  or  common  wealth,  otherwife  than  as  it 
Is  difpenfed  in  the  mini  dry  of  men,  is  a  meer  idea  or  fan- 
tafye.  if  then  it  rauft  be  committed  to  fome  perfons,  to 
whom  may  it  more  properly  than  to  the  fathers  of  the 
common  wealth  P  And  if  it  cannot  be  forefeene  who  arc  to 
be  received  and  who  to  be  rejected,  thofe  perfons  rauft 
be  trufted  with  the  tryall  of  them,  and  if  no  certaine  rule 

;  can  be  fet  downe  which  may  be  fufficient  to  difcerne  of 
every  man,  thenmufl:  it  be  committed  to  their  difcretion, 
regulated  by  the  word  of  God,  and  the  dutye  of  their 
place,  which  they  are  bound  to  obferve.  And  whereas 
theAnfwerer  cryes  out  againft  this  courfe  as  vaff,  illimitted, 
finefull  and  injurious,  and  yet  will  not  (and  cannot)  pre- 
fcribe  us  a  better,  neither  in  his  anfwer,  nor  at  the  courr 
when  he  oppcfed  the  makeing  of  this  law,  nny  we  not 

-  fafely  judge  that  fuch  oppofition  and  thcfe   reproachful 

'  rermes  as  are  cad  from  it,  upon  an  ordinance  of  God,  in 

the  faces  of  thofe  whom  he  would  have  to  be  had  in  honor 

'  for  his  fake,  proceed  rather  from  didemper  of  minde, 
than  from  any  jud  caufe  of  offence  ? 

Now  here  I  might  drike  him  with  hisowne  weappon, 
for  when  he  feekes  to  prove  that  any  of  the  kings  fub- 
je^S;  have  right  by  our  patent  to  come  and  plant  in  places 

not 
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aot  inhabited,  he  changes  the  queftion  indeed,  for  both  the 
law  and  our  difpure  have  beene  about  enter  raining  into 
houfes  and  townes,and  not  into  places  not  inhabited.  That 
queftioo  may  fall  to  be  difcufTed  upon  fome  other  occafiom 

Agame  (that  we  may  take  notice  how  his  zeale  for  the 
canfc  outrunes  his  judgment)  he  gives  to  all  the  kinga 
chriflian  fubjedls  a  right  to  plant  among  us,  by  vertue  of 
our  patent,  and  fuch  a  right  as  by  raifufage  whereof  they 
may  forfeit  the  patent,  and  here  he  might  fitly  have 
brought  in  his  vafl:  and  illirairted  termes,  had  he  not  mif- 
placed  them,  for  haft,  for  there  was  never  feene  fuch  a  vaft: 
parent  of  incorporation  as  fhould  comprehend  all  the  kings 
chriftian  fubje^ls,  which  is  as  large  as  if  he  had  faid  all  his 
fubje^ls. 

But  that  others  may  fee  his  errour,  if  he  himfelfe  will 
not,  ht  the  patent  be  perufed,  and  there  it  will  be  found, 
that  the  incorporation  is  made  to  certaine  perfons  by  name, 
and  unto  fuch  as  they  ftiall  alTociate  to  themfelves,  and  all 
this  trafl  of  land  is  granted  to  them  and  their  ailociates: 
And  after  this  he  gives  leave  to  any  of  his  fubjedls  to  de- 
part out  of  his  other  dominions  to  this  place  :  So  then  the 
cafe  ftandeth  thus,  the  10  men  of  Bofton  allow  a  ftrainger 
to  fit  dovvne  among  them,  yet  this  glve^^  him  no  right  to 
any  mans  houfe  or  land,  nor  to  any  lot  in  the  towne,  till  it 
be  granted  him,  nor  to  any  privilege  there  till  he  be  made 
free;  we  rauft  have  a 'new  fort  of  reafon  to  make  this  a 
good  argum.ent ;  the  King  gives  a  man  leave  to  inhabite  in 
the  incorporate  colony  of  the  MaiTachufets,  ergo,  he  hath 
hereby  right  to  the  lands  there.  His  difcourfe  about  the 
matter  of  general  right  by  parent  is  fo  confufed  and  irra- 
tional, as  I  ihould  but  wafte  tyme  and  paper  to  follow  him 
in  it,  valeat  ut  valere  potejl,  I  finde  nothing  in  ic 
which  may  endainger  my  argument,  except  it  be  put  out 
of  countenance,  by  a  falfe  clamour  of  robbery,  vexation,  op- 
preffion,  &c.  as  if  the  ftare  here  went  about  to  take  from  men 
dieir  lawful  right  and  expell  them  from. their  houfes,  &c. 

The  6th  reafon  is  this,  if  ftraingers  have  right  to  our 
houfes,  &c.  then  it  is  either  of  juflice  or  ofmcrcye,  ^c. 

The 
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The  anfwcrer,  after  his  wonted  prejudice  of  change  of 
the  queflion,  undertakes  to  prove,  "  that  feme  flraingers 
*'  have  right  injuftice  by  the  Kings  patent,"  only  he  re- 
ftraineth  it  to  cohabitation  and  fojourning  (which  will  con- 
clude nothing  for  him,  feeing  this  law  doth  not  (hutt  out 
all  flraingers)  The  reafons  he  bringeth  are  three,  the  ift, 
becaufe  they  are  fellow* fubjedts,  2dly,  becaufe  they  are  of 
the  fame  nation,  3diy,  becaufe  they  are  chriflians. 

To  this  1  repiye  that  I  havealreadye  cleared  this  pointe 
in  laying  open  the  extent  and  meaneing  of  the  patent,  and 
this  I  may  fay  further,  that  1  have  reade  over  all  the 
la\vt^:<  .'F  ^.ngland  and  all  the  general  cuflomcs  and  privi- 
leges of  rhe  Kings  fubjecfls  there,  but  I  have  not  found 
any  thinge  that  may  give  the  leaft  colour  for  fuch  a  privi- 
ledge  as  is  pretended. 

As  for  that  of  chriftianitye  I  have  granted  in  my  de- 
claration that  there  is  a  right  of  hofpitalitye,  but  for  other 
right  of  cohabitation  or  fojourning  it  mull  be  confidered 
in  fuch  fpecial  cafes,  as  may  fall  out  and  cannot  be  pro- 
vided for  by  general  rule. 

My  7th  reafon  is  drawne  from  the  proportion  or  re* 
femblance  that  a  common-wealth  hath  to  a  famiiye,  which 
is  not  bound  to  entertaine  all  comers,  no  not  every  good 
man,  otherwife  than  by  way  of  hofpitalitye. 

The  anfwerer  (his  complainte  of  changing  the  queflion 
premifed)  feekes  to  difprove  the  proponion,  by  "  diilin- 
*'  guifliing  between  the  right  which  the  maifler  of  a  famiiye 
*'  harh  to  his  houfe.  Sec,  and  the  right  which  this  common 
"  wealth  hath  to  all  the  houfes,  &c.  within  this  paient." 
This  he  amplyfyes  by  particular  inflances.  "  i.  in  power 
*'  of  bequeathing  them  to  his  wife  and  children.  2.  In  re^\ 
**  gard  of  the  King's  right.  3.  In  refpefl  of  fuch  as  are  no 
"  members,  &c.  and  yet  have  right  to  their  houfes,  &c. 
**  4.  In  regard  to  fuch  as  have  prorefled  againfl  this  law." 

To  this  I  repiye,  that  it  is  not  needful  they  fhould  hold 
proportion  in  all  refpe^ls :  It  is  fufEcient  if  they  hold  in 
that  which  is  intended,  viz.  libertye  to  receive  or  reje<Slj 
which  being  knowne  to  all  and  coufeffcd  by  the  anfwcrer,. 

ia 
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)n  granting  t^)ii  fome  may  be  reje£led,  is  fufficient  to  make 
good  the  argument  drawne  from  this  fimilitudc ;  yet  to 
make  it  more  cleare,  I  replye  to  thefe  inftances. 

To  the  lirfl  I  fay,  that  a  bodye  politicke  may  leave 
their  houfes,  Sec.  to  their  fucceflbrs,  which  are  in  the  place 
of  their  children.  2,  For  rhe  Kmgs  right,  that  being  para- 
mount, hinders  no  more  in  a  common-wealth  than  it  doth 
in  a  familye,  for  he  hath  the  fame  interefl:  in  the  houfes,&c. 
of  the  father  of  a  famJIye.  3.  For  fuch  as  are  no  members 
they  are  as  fojourners  in  a  familye,  who  though  they  have 
right  to  be  in  the  familye  themfelves,  yet  may  not  receive 
in  any  to  refide  in  their  particular  chambers,  without  con- 
fent  of  the  mafter  of  the  familye.  4.  For  fuch  as  protefled 
againft  this  law,  that  proteftation  cometh  too  late  (except 
I  hey  fird  convince  us  of  the  injuflice  of  the  law)  feeing 
they  formerly  gave  an  implicite  confent  to  all  the  whole- 
fome  lawes  and  orders  of  the  body ;  neither  need  we  feare 
to  proclaime  our  right  to  our  houfes,  &c.  againft  all  in- 
truders, more  than  particular  perfons  and  corporations  may 
do  in  England,  notwiihflanding  his  Majeflies  intereft:  in 
them  alfo.     Such  objections  are  not  worth  any  anfwer. 

In  his  anfwer  to  my  8th  reafon,  viz.  *'Turpus  etjcitur 
**  qiiam  non  admittititur  hofpeSy'^  he  faith  it  is  of  humainc 
authority,  and  that  my  conclufions  are  farr  from  the  marke. 

To  this  I  replye,  that  though  this  fenrence  be  humaine, 
yet  the  equitye  of  it  is  flrengthcned  by  divine  truths :  Ic 
had  been  lelTe  griefe  to  Abraham  not  to  have  received 
Hagar  to  his  bed  then  it  was  after  to  cafl  her  out;  and  it 
was  tiirpius  for  Tobija  and  his  (tufFe  to  be  caft  out  of  the 
temple,  then  it  would  if  he  had  not  been  received  in. 
Now  that  it  may  appear  how  farre  my  conclufion  is  from 
the  raatke,  I  vvill  thus  lay  downe  the  argument.  That  law 
which  Ihius  out  fuch  as  being  received  in,  Ihall  be 
worthy  to  be  call  out  is  honefl  and  of  good  reporte,  but 
this  law  doih  fo,  ergo,  Szc. 

The  major  propoficion  is  proved  by  the  examples  of 
ILigar  and  Tobija,  the  minor  J  prove  thus;  the  law  pro- 
vides to  have  fuch  kept  out  as  Viilldillurbe  thcpeace  here, 

rightly 
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rightly  eftablifhed  by  the  rules  of  Gods  w6\%  ergo,  &:C* 
except  the  argument  may  be  avoyded,  the  conclufion  will 
hitt  the  marke. 

But  the  An fwerer  faith  that,  "  i.  Such  ones  as  are  in-^ 
**  tended  to  be  kept  out,  are  no  difturbers  of  our  peace, 
**  2.  That  the  law  doth  not  declare  who  arc  to  be  kept 
**  out  and  who  not." 

To  thcfe  1  replye  firft,  for  brevitys  fake  let  the  apo- 
logie  and  the  remondrance,  with  the  coppie  of  the  whole 
fermon  (which  himfelfe  delivered  into  the  court)  be  com- 
pared and  examined,  and  they  (ball  decide  the  queflion,  if 
you  will  (land  to  it. 

To  the  fecond  I  replye,  that  yourfelfe  confeffes  who  the 
law  intended  to  keepeout;  and  though  fuch  a  preamble 
as  might  have  exprelTed  the  full  intent,  was  (for  want  of 
time)  omitted  (which  was  indeed  a  defe£l)  yet  fuch  as  were 
of  the  court,  and  did  well  know,  can  make  no  fuch  ad  van-* 
vantage  of  it,  feeing  the  magiftrates  have  other  rules  to 
guide  them  in  the  execution  of  it ;  and  fo  it  is  warranted 
by  fcripture  examples  as  that  of  our  faviour  Math.  i6.  19* 
and  18.  18.  whatfoever  you  binde  on  earth  (hall  be  bound 
in  heaven  &c.  yet  he  doth  not  there  tell  them,  who  they 
ought  to  binde  or  loofe. 

The  pth  argument  is  taken  from  that  of  the  2  John  10. 
Such  as  bring  not  the  true  doftrine  are  not  to  be  received 
tohoufe,  and  confequently  not  into  the  common  wealth. 

The  Anfwerer  (after  his  ufual  complainteof  the  change 
of  the  queftion)  acknovvledgeth,  that  if  the  order  had  been 
made  againfl  fuch  it  would  not  have  been  oppofed  ;  but 
affirmcth  that  ir  appears  (by  the  fame  exprefTions  in  the 
court,  and  by  the  execution  of  the  law  in  pan)  that  this 
law  is  made  to  keepe  out  fuch  as  bring  the  true  do^lrlne 
of  the  gofpell,  fo  that  now  he  hath  brought  the  queflion 
to  this  Rate,  whether  the  opinions  fpread  in  the  country, 
and  oppofed  by  the  magi  ft  rates  and  elders,  be  the  do6lrines 
of  the  gofpell  or  not,  which  feeing  it  is  to  be  decyded  by 
the  fynod  aflembled,  it  will  be  bsfl  to  attend  the  iiTue 
thereof. 
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In  his  anfwer  to  the  i  oth  reafon,  he  doth  only  difcourfc 
and  firjde  fault  with  a  conclulion  which  is  of  his  own  fram- 
ing (for  I  do  not  conclude  that  the  law  was  only  for  taking' 
notice  of  fuch  as  come  to  us,  but  I  add  alfo  the  ende  of 
fuch  notice,  viz.  for  avoyding  fuch  as  are  to  be  kept  out) 
which  being  all  included  in  one  parentefis,  it  is  more  than 
31  flip  thus  to  miltake  it. 

And  whereas  he  chargeth  me,  as  if  I  grounded  the  law 
upon  no  better  foundation  than  a  good  intent,  the  reader 
may  eafily  judge  that  it  is  a  meere  flander :  For  I  lay  dowa 
the  order  of  the  law  to  be,  that  fuch  (hould  not  be  received 
into  our  fellowfhip  who  are  likely  to  difturbc  the  fame ; 
and  thence  I  inferre  that  this  intent  is  lawfull  and  good* 

The  like  caft  he  hath  at  the  perfuafion  and  confcience 
of  fuch  as  are  to  execute  this  law :  And  here  I  muft  make 
bold  to  aike  him  this  queftion,  viz.  Seeing  you  are  bound 
by  your  oath  in  all  caufes  wherein  you  are  to  gire  your 
vote  for  ele(5licns,  &:c.  to  goe  according  to  your  confcience, 
if  then  one  be  propounded  to  be  chofen  a  magiflrate,  and 
you  are  perfuaded  in  your  coufcience,  by  the  beft  know- 
ledge you  can  get  of  him,  that  he  is  not  fitt  for  that  place, 
whether  are  you  to  give  your  vote  for  him  or  not  ?  When 
you  have  anfwered  this  queflion,  I  will  replye  further  to 
you  :  And  with  all  I  defyre  the  anfwerer  to  take  this  along 
with  him ;  that  this  law  concerning  the  freemens  oath, 
whereunto  ail  the  godly  of  this  common-wealth  confented, 
(and  which  referrs  the  judgment  of  perfons  and  churches 
in  thatcaufe  to  the  confcience  and  perfuafion  of  chriftian 
men)  was  never  yet  held  to  be  a  vaft  and  illimitted  rule. 

The  Anfwerer  proceeds  to  the  objeflions,  and  leaft  his 
arguments  fliould  not  reach  his  aymc,  he  fpeakes  to  pre- 
judice the  readers  judgment,  by  averring  much  unfoundnes, 
&c.  beforehand,  but  1  mud  intreacc  him  to  make  a  better 
difcovery  ere  it  be  yeelded. 

The  id  objection  is,  that  feme  profane  perfons  are  re- 
ceived and  others  who  are  religious  are  rejedled. 

The  anfwerer  difclaymes  this  obje<51ion  as  none  of  theirs, 
which  matters  nor  greatly.  1  know  from  whome  I  heard 

it 
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it,  though  he  did  not ;  yet  he  might  as  well  ownc  it,  as 
offer  to  prove  that  fiieh  as  are  truly  and  chriflianly  reli- 
gious have  been  rejedled,  except  he  will  denye  fuch  to  be 
religious :  But  I  affirme  ftill,  as  1  did  beforc,'that  I  know 
of  none  fuch,  who  have  been  rejected,  nor  any  fuch  blaf- 
phemers  or  quarrellers  (as  he  fpeakes  of)  to  have  been 
received. 

In  his  anfwer  to  my  folution  of  this  objc£lioa,  I  only 
obferve  this,  that  whereas  my  argument  is  by  way  of  com- 
parifion  **  becweene  a  younge  prophainc  perfon  and  aa 
**  elder  profeflbr  confirmed  in  fome  errour,"  he  gainefaith 
the  comparifon  by  introdudlion  of  Abraham,  who  was  a 
bleffing  to  others ;  but  alledgeth  not  any  oppofire  member ; 
but  fure  he  was  in  a  greate  (Ireight,  otherwife  he  would 
not  have  held  forth  the  father  of  the  faithfull  as  fuch  an 
one,  as  he  mud  produce  to  anfwer  my  comparifon ;  but  it 
well  accordcj  with  his  owne  tenent,  that  he  mud  have  leave 
to  advance  his  owne  partie,  whatever  danger  or  damage 
befall  others  by  it. 

After  this  he  takes  upon  him  to  prove,  "  that  all  fuch 
«*  as  are  confirmed  in  any  way  of  errour,  are  not  to  be  de- 
**  nyed  cohabitation,  but  are  to  be  pittyed  and  reformed, 
*'  for  this  he  alledgeth  two  places  of  fcripture,  Jude  22,23. 
"Gen.  16.  17." 

To  this  I  replye  iH,  Let  it  be  obferved  how  this  an- 
fwers  my  argument.  I  endeavoured  to  prove  that  fome 
profeiTors  were  to  be  denyed  cohabitation,  rather  than  fome 
prophaine  ones,  for  rhis  reafon,  viz.  becaufe  they  may  be 
more  dangerous.  His  anfwer  is,  that  all  fuch  as  are  con- 
firmed in  any  way  of  errour  are  not  to  be  denyed,  &c. 
and  omitts  that  wherein  the  weight  of  the  argument  lies, 
viz.  their  being  dangerous  to  publick  peace.  2dly,  1  denyc 
that  ihefe  fcriptur\'^s  prove  his  propofition,  fcr  that  in  Jude 
fpeakes  nothinge  of  cohabitation,  or  confirmation  in  errour, 
nor  fpeakes  he  to  magillrates,or  fuch  as  had  power,  to  re- 
ceive or  rcjedi:,  &c.  and  iF  he  will  bring  that  place  to  his^ 
purpofe  it  will  infcrre  this  conclufion,  that  no  compaiTion 
is  to  be  had  of  fuch  as  we  may  denye  cohabitation  unto. 

As 
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As  for  thar,  Gen.  16.  12.  it  Is  as  little  to  the  purpofe. 
Ifmaell  dwelt  in  the  houfeofhis  brethren,  but  not  among 
them  ;  (o,  by  our  law,  fuch  as  we  hold  not  fitt  to  dwell 
among  us  are  not  denyed  to  dwell  by  us. 

Another  objection  is,  "  that  by  this  law  we  reje^  true 
chrill:ians,and  fo  confequently  Chrifl:  himfelfe." 

The  folution  of  this  objecl' ion  is,  that  in  fome  cafes  a 
man  that  is  a  true  chriflian  may  be  rejected  or  denyed  re- 
fidence,  and  yet  Chrifl  not  rejeded ;  for  proof  whereof  I 
inftance  in  diverfe  particulars,  all  which  he  pafTeih  by, 
without  any  dire6^e  anfwer ;  but  concludes,  that  is  nothing 
to  the  law  ;  which  1  mud  leave  to  the  reader  to  judge  of, 
feeing  he  brings  neither  reafon  nor  fcripture  againil  it,  to 
which  I  may  replye. 

After  this  he  comes  to  the  particular  occafion  of  the  law, 
and  here  he  layes  about  him  in  earneft,  and  ftrikes  all  thac 
come  in  his  way,  magiftrates,  elders,  and  all  that  doe  walk 
in  that  way  which  Mr.  Wheelewright  hath  defcribed  to  be  a 
way  of  a  covenant  of  workes,  and  holds  them  forth  as  Anti- 
chrifts ;  and  for  proof  hereof  alledges  that  in  i  John  4.  i ,  2,  g. 
where  the  Apoftle,  giving  a  rule  to  difcover  falfe  fpirits 
by,  gives  this  as  the  marke,  they  confefTe  not  that  Jefus 
Chrifl  came  in  the  flefh,  and  fuch  a  fpiritis  of  Antichrid. 
How  this  place  proves  his  aflertion  I  am  not  able  to  dif- 
cerne:  Sure  1  am  that  fuch,  as  hecafls  under  a  covenant 
of  workes,  doe  confefTe  that  Chrifl  is  come  in   the  fiefli, 
but  then  I  fee  that  hereby   he  hath  brought   the  caufe^ 
which  he  is  fo  zealous  for,  into  fuch  a  toyle  as  all  the  ils^ll 
he  hath  cannot  extricate,  unlelTe  (as  before)  he  will  draw 
in  Abraham  into  the  fame  eflate  of  aniichriflianifm  j  feeing 
by  that  do^triae  he  walked  in  the  fame  way  of  a  covenant  of 
workes,  14  yeares  together,  viz.  v^hile  he  kept  Hagar,  &c, 

Fcr  his  anfwer  in  defence  of  Mr.  Wheelewright  his 
opinions,  1  will  make  no  replye,  but  waite  the  fuccelTe  of 
ihe  conference  iunong  ihe  churches  now  affemblcd. 

In  ihe  lafl  place  he  bringeth  diverfe  rer.fons  XQ  proT^ 
"  that  ihib'  law  is  mgll  wicked  and  rmnefa|l.'' 

H  Bis 


98       COLLECTION    of   PAPERS. 

His  ifl  reafon  is,  this  law  giveth  thar,  without  limitation, 
to  men,  which  is  proper  to  God ;  and  fo  is  a  ground  of 
groiTe  popery;  for  proofe  he  cites  Deut.  i.  17.  and  17. 
p,  10,  II. 

To  which  I  anfvver,  that  1  have  proved  already  that  the 
rnagidrates  are  limiited  bo:h  by  their  church  covenant  and 
by  their  oarh,  and  by  the  duiye  of  theire  places,  to  fquare 
all  their  proceedings  by  the  rule  of  Gods  word,  for  the 
advancement  ot  the  gofpell  and  the  weale  publick;  neither 
doth  it  crolTc  either  of  the  places  mentioned,  for  whatfoever 
fentence  the  magillrate  gives,  according  to  thefe  limitta- 
tions,  the  judi^ment  is  the  Lords,  though  he  do  it  not  by 
any  rule  particularly  prcfcribed  by  civill  authority.  As  for 
that  other  place  in  Deut.  17.  9.  ic  flrengthens  our  law, 
and  refle£ls  iharply  upon  fuch  as  doc  oppofe  it ;  for  ic 
fircightly  commands  all  perions  to  fubmirt  to  the  fentence 
of  the  judge,  and  to  receive  the  expofition  of  the  law  from 
his  mouth  ;  fo  as  fuch  gainefayers  fiand  guilty  of  pre- 
fumption  in  oppofeing  the  fentence  of  the  judges,  before 
they  have  clearely  convinced  them  that  their  fentence  is 
contrary  to  the  law  of  God. 

As  for  that  afperfion  o^  poperjs  &:c.  it  will  draw  no 
blood  ;  his  earneftnes  in  the  caufe  makes  him  thus  to  cad 
dirt  upon  his  oppofers,  when  he  hath  fpent  his  Ihotr. 

2.  His  2d  reafon  againfl  this  law  is,  that  it  gives  libertye 
to  the  m.agiftrates  to  expell  and  reje£l:  thofe  who  are  m.oft 
eminent  chriftians,  if  they  fuire  not  with  the  magiftrates 
difpofition  ;  and  thence  concludes  that  Chrifl;  and  his  mem- 
bers wljl  finde  worfe  enrertainment  among  us  than  the 
Ifraelites  did  among  the  Egyptians  and  Babilonians,  han 
Abraham  and  Ifaack  among  the  Phiiiftines,  than  Lotc 
among  the  Sodomites,  &:c. 

To  this  I  anfwer,  1.  His  earncdnes  confounds  his  me- 
niorye;  he  knows  well,  that  this  law  gives  no  power  to  ex- 
pell any,  neither  doih  ic  make  the  magiftrates  dirpofitioi) 
the  rule  for  reje<fling  any  ;  but  thisflander  hath  becne  con- 
futed before.  2.  For  a  brother  in  church  covenant  and  a 
iillow  member  of  fuch  a  civill  body  as  curs,  to  conclude 

fo 
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fo  peremptorily  of  his  fellow  brethren,  favours  of  much 
arogance  and  defperate  prejudice.  If  his  charity  can  hope 
tio  better  of  us,  but  that  we  will  deale  worfe  with  Gods 
people  than  the  Pagans  (and  that  before  he  hath  feene  any 
experience  ot  it)  it  is  no  marvaile  if  he  favour  fuch  as  have 
ranked  us  with  the  fame  before ;  onely  herein  he  deales 
fairely  with  us,  in  giving  us  tymely  warneing  what  to  ex- 
pert from  the  imbittcred  mynde  of  fuch  a  brother  ;  but  for 
his  argument  it  felfe  thus  it  (lands :  The  Egyptians,  &:c. 
p^ave  leave  to  Gods  people,  to  fert  downe  amongil:  them  : 
But  the  magiftrates  will  not  give  leavei&c.  ergo^  they  are 
worfe  than  the  Egyptians,  &c. 

I  anfwer,  howfoever  the  magiflrates  cannot  flopp  his 
fury,  yet  we  (liall  free  the  law  from  the  force  of  his  argu- 
hient:  For  except  he  had  aifuaied  thus,  the  magiftrates 
mud  or  may  &c.  for  it  is  nothing  to  the  law,  that  they 
will  doe  fo,  feeing  a  magiftrates  will  may  tranfgreffe  a 
good  law,  and  if  they  fhould  doe  fo,  yet  I  denye  that  it  is 
by  the  liberty  of  the  law,  which  1  ftiall  not  need  fun  her 
to  prove,  feeing  my  denyall  will  bear  as  much  weight  as 
his  affirmation. 

3.  His  3d  reafon  is,  this  law  doth  croffe  rhany  Jawes  of 
Chrift.  l^his  he  proves  by  enumeration  of  3  particularSj 
Matt.  212.21.  Heb.  13.  2.  Gal.  6.  10. 

To  this  I  anfwer,  and  i.  to  that  of  Matt.  22.  21.  Give 
iintoGefarthe  things  v/nich  are  Cefars.  The  reafon  lyes 
thus:  The  King  hath  right  to  plant  any  of  his  fub>]e(^ts 
among  us ;  but  we  denye  to  let  him  plant  fome  of  his  fub- 
je^ls  among  us,  unlelfe  they  pleafe  us;  ergn^  we  ^twjt  to 
Cefar,  &c.  The  propofiiion  is  falfe;  for  I  have  proved 
before,  that  the  King  haveing  given  a^l  the  land  wichiti  cef- 
raine  limitts  to  the  patentees  and  their  ailbciare>j  cannot 
izw^  others  to  poiTefTe  that  which  he  hath  granted  before. 

2.  As  for  tliat  in  tjeb.  13.  it  is  nothing  to  the  purp'ofe  : 
Tliis  law  of  ihe  coutt  hinders  not  the  enterriiinment  of 
itf ci^ngers  fo  farre  as  the  rule  of  hofpitaiityc  requires;  and 
:r  in: ended  in  tha:  place; 

Hi  0..  Y^i 
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3.  For  that  in  Gal.  6.  I  confefTe  the  houfhold  of  faith 
are  principally  to  be  regarded;  and  it  is  apparent  that  the 
care  of  their  wellFare  was  the  only  occafion  and  ground 
(next  the  glory  of  GoJ)  of  the  making  of  this  law  :  For, 
the  court,  taking  nottice  how  the  hearts  of  the  faithfull 
were  fadded  by  the  fpreading  of  diverfe  new  and  unfound 
opinions,  and  the  uncharitable  cenfures  which  th'ey  layc 
under  by  occjfion  of  them,  how  brotherly  love  and  com- 
munion deca>ed,  how  the  ordinances  of  religion  were  neg- 
lected, and  [he  faithUill  difpenfers  thereof  (fomecimes  more 
precious  than  fine  gold)  flighted  and  reproached,  through- 
out the  whole  conntrey,  they  found  it  needful!  to  provide 
remedye  in  tyme,  that  ic  might  goe  well  with  the  houfhold 
of  faith,  and  though  the  execution  of  this  law  (hould  tur»e 
to  the  damage  of  fome  of  this  houQiold,  yet  better  it  is 
fome  member  fhould  fufler  theevill  they  bring  upon  them- 
felves,  than  that,  by  indulgence  to'vards  them,  the  whole 
familye  of  God  in  this  countrey  Ihould  be  fcattered,  if 
not  deftroyed. 

His  lafl  argument  (by  which  we  may  fee  that  he  ment 
not  to  quitt  the  caufe,  fo  long  as  his  breath  would  hold) 
is  this,  This  law  daflieth  againft  many  other  lawesofChrift 
ergo,  it  is  mod  wicked  and  fmnefull. 

To  which  my  anfwer  miay  be  fhort,  and  yet  fuflicient 
to  withftand  the  force  of  his  argument.  This  law  daiheth 
not  againft  any  Jaw  of  Chrift  j  ergo,  itisjufl  and  good. 


A  Quo 
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A  Quo  Warranto  brought  agalnft  the  Company 
of  the  iViaffachufetts  Bay  by  Sir  John  Banks 
Attorney-General. 

Trin.  ii"^"-  Car.  i"^''  R" 
In  Banco  R" 

London  ff.nn HAT  Sir  Henry  Rofewell  and  all  the 

JL  MaHachuCetts  Company  named  in  the 
patent  and  others  of  the  faid  Company  in  New  England, 
for  3  yeares  lail  pad  and  more,  ufed  in  London  and  other 
places,  as  alfoe  in  feverall  partes  beyond  the  feas,  out  of 
thiskingdome  of  England,  without  any  warrant  or  royall 
grant,  the  liberties,  priviledges  and  franchifes  following,viz, 
(i)  To  be  a  body  corporate  and  politique  by  the  name 
of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Maflachufetts  Bay 
in  New  England,  and  by  that  name  to  plead  and  be  im- 
pleaded, anfwer  and  be  anfwered  in  all  courts  and  caufes, 

(2)  By  that  name  to  be  capable  of  purchafeing  and  re- 
taining any  lands,  hereditaments  or  goods  from  his  Ma- 
jefty  or  any  other  in  England  or  elfewhere,and  of  aliening 
the  fame  to  any  perfon. 

(3)  Have  feverall  common  feales  alterable  at  theirc, 
pleafurcs. 

(4)  To  make  and  fvveare  a  Governor  and  Deputy  Go^ 
vernor,  of  themfelves,  and  to  name  and  fweare  any  perfons 
either  out  of  themfelves  or  others,  to  be  affiftants  of  the  faid 
fociety,  and  to  appoint  and  fweare  out  of  themfelves  foe 
many  officers  in  England,  and  abroad  in  Maflachi.fctts  Bay, 
as  they  pleafe,  and  at  their  wills  to  difplace  and  change 
any  of  them. 

(5)  To  admitt  whom  they  pleafe  into  the  faid  Com- 
pany, as  well  aliens  as  others,  and  to  take  feverall  fomes  of 
money  for  fuch  admiffions,  and  at  their  wills  to  disfranchife 
whome  they  pleafe,  and  turn  them  out  of  that  Company. 

(6)  To  hold  to  themfelves  and  fucceffors  all  that  hk 
Majcftv's  ^QfritQry  of  Malfachufetts  Baj  ia  N^wEn^land^ 

H  3  ^^i 
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and  the  fame  to  fell,  give  or  difpofe  of  as  they  pleafe,  and 
to  have  the  fole  government  of  all  that  country  and  all 
perfons  there  or  coming  thither  or  trading  thither,  by  the 
orders  and  conftitutions  of  iheire  fociety. 

(7)  To  keep  a  confUnt  councell  in  England  of  men  of 
theire  ovvne  Company  and  choofeing,  and  to  name,  choofe 
and  fweare  certaine  perfons  to  be  of  that  counfell,  and  to 
keepe  one  councell  ever  refident  in  New  England,  chofen 
put  of  themfelvcs  and  to  na\ne  choofe  and  fweare  whom 
they  pleafe  to  be  of  that  councell. 

(8)  To  appoint  councell  houfes  in  England  and  beyond 
feas  and  there,  when  rhey  pleafe,  to  hold  a  court  of  fuch 
of  the  -Oiid  couipany  as  they  pleafe ;  and  in  fuch  courts 
to  make  fuch  lawes  and  fUtutes  concerning  the  lands  goods 
and  clutrells  of  that  company  and  other  perfons  beyoncj 
feas,againfi  the  laws  and  cuflomes  of  England,  and  all  fuch, 
as  wtil  of  the  faid  company  ^s  others  who  are  difobedient 
to  the  fame,  to  imprilcn  fine  and  amerce  and  them  to 
leavy  and  convert  to  their  owne  ufe. 

(9)  To  tranfport  out  of  England  beyond  the  feas  his 
majeftys  fubjec^s  and  ptherf.  ?lnd  ihem,  at  theire  wills,  tQ 
governe  on  the  feas  and  on  partes  beyond  the  feas. 

To  have  power,  againft  the  lawcs  and  (fatutes  of  Eng- 
land, ro  tranfporte  thence  ipro  partes  beyond  the  feas  all 
merchandizes  and  other  things  w^hateyer  piohibited  by 
the  lawes  and  (latutes  of  England  ^nd  all  weapons  t\nd  in- 
flrunients  of  warr  powder  fliott  victuals  horfes  mares  an4 
all  other  merchandize  cudome  free. 

(iq)  Tp  exa61:  of  all  perfons  tradeing  there,  his  ma-? 
jeflys  or  others,  of  the  faid  company  or  others,  certaine 
fomes  of  money,  at  theire  v/ills,  and  tp  imprifon  fuch  as  re- 
fufe  or  negle(fi  fo  pay  the  faniC. 

(11)  To  have  the  fole  juip.prtatiqn,  from  thence,  of  alj 
merchandises  iptoEngland  and,  by  theire  owne  authority, 
prohibiting  any  of  theire  company  to  export  gut  of  Eng- 
land any  merchandizes  or  other  tbipgs  thjther. 

(12)  /Vnd  tp  lay  fines  and  amercemeru^  on  fuch  perfons 
trading  with  any  goods  thither  ^tid  to  imp^-ifon  theire 
j]erfons  ^^nd  lay  fuch  mulfts  oqiheirc  merchandize  as  they 
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(13)  To  ufe,  in  thofe  partes  beyond  Teas  and  upon 
the  high  fea,  ar  iheire  pleafures,  maniall  law. 

(14)  And  to  examine  on  oarh  any  perfon  in  any  caufs 
touching  life  and  member  and  ro  proceed  to  iryall  ien- 
tence judgment  and  execution  touching  life  and  member 
lands  tenements  goods  and  chattelis,  flgainfl  the  lawes  and 
cuftomes  of  England. 

All  which  franchifes  liberties  &c.  the  faid  Sir  Henry 
Rofewell  and  others  of  the  faid  company  have,  for  all  that 
time,  and  Ilill  do  ufurp  in  contempt  of  his  majefly  &c. 

And  Mr.  Attorney  prayes  procefs  againfl  the  faid  per- 
fons  to  anfwer  by  what  warrant  they  held  the  fame. 


In  Miches  T.  xi"^o-  Car.   i"^>- 

TKEOPHILUS  EATON    came  in    and  pleaded. 
That  he  never  ufurped  any  the  faid  liberties,   pri- 
viledges  and  franchifes  in  the  information,  nor  diJ,  nor 
doth  ufe  orclaimeany  of  the  fame,  but  wholly  difclaymes 
them  and  prayes  difmiflion,  whereupon   the  court  gave 
judgment: 

That  the  faid  Theophilus  fliall  not  for  the  future  in- 
termeddle with  any  the  liberties  priviledges  or  franchifes 
a^orefaid,  but  fliail  be  forever  excluded  from  all  ufe  and 
clairaeofthe  fame  and   every  of  them. 

Hill,  xi^'^-  Car.  i^i. 
Sir  Henry  Rofewell  comes  in  and  pleades  the  fame. 

Pair,  xiiitio.  Car.    i^'^- 
Sir  John  Young  comes  in   and  pleades  the  fame. 

Hill,   xiiiuo.   Car.  imi. 
Sir  Richard  Salronltall  comes  in  and  pleades  the  fame^ 
and  judgment  given  againft  him  as  againil  Eaton. 
Mich.  XI mo.  Car.  inii. 
John  Ven  comes  in  and  pleades  ih:  fame,  and  the  like 
judgment  againfi;  him. 

li  4  Ead. 
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Eod.  Termino. 
Matthew  Cradock  comes  in,  having  had  time  to  infer- 
blead,  ^c.  and  on  his  default  judgment  was  given,  That 
Tie  fliould  be  convi6led  of  the  ufurpation  charged  in  thz 
information,  and  that   the  faid  liberties,  priviledges  and 
franchifes  fhonld  be  taken  and  feifed  into  the  King's  hands, 
the  faid  Matthew  not  to  interraedle  with  and  be  excluded 
the  ufe  thereof,  and  the  faid  Matthew  to  be  taken  to  an- 
fwer  to  the  King  for  the  faid  ufurpation. 
Eod.  Termino. 
George  Harwood  comes  in  and  pleades  the  fame  with 
Eaton,  and  the  like  judgment  given  ag'ainfthim  as  Eaton. 
Eod.  Termino. 
Richard  Perry  and  Thomas  Hutchins   came  in  and 
|)kaded  the  fame  and  had  like  judgment  as  Eaton. 
Eod.  Termino. 
Nathaniel  Wright  does  the  fame,  and  judgment  alik^. 
Eud.  Term>ino. 
"     Samuel  Vaffall  pleades  the  fame  and  has  the  fame  judg- 
ment again il  him  as  Eaton. 

Eod.  Termino. 
Thomas  Goffe  pleades    the  fame  and    has  the  fame 
judgment. 

Ecd.  Termino. 
Thomas  Adams  pleades  the  fame  and  has  the  fame 
judgment. 

Mich.  xiTitio.  Car.  i mi- 
John  Browne   pleades  the   fame   and  has  the  fame 
judgment. 

Mich.   x]rno.  Car.  imf, 
George  Foxcroft  pleades  the  ii^.me  and  receives  the 
fame  judgment  as  Eaton. 

The  reft  of   the  patentees  flcocj  outlawed  and  noe 
judgment  entred  up  againic  iliern. 
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A  Coppie  of  a  Letter  fent  by  the  appointment 
of  the  Lords  of  the  Council  to  Mr.  Winthrop, 
for  the  Patent  of  this  Plantation  to  be  fent 
to  them. 

At  Whitehall  April  4th  1638.  Prefent, 
LordArchbifhopofCanterbury  Earle  of  Holland 
Lord  Keeper  Lord  Cottingtoa 

Lord  Treafurer  Mr.  Treafurer 

Lord  Privy  Scale  Mr.  Controuler 

Earle  Marfhall  Mr.  Secretary  Cooke 

Earle  of  Dorfet  Mr.Secretary  Windebank 

r'^HIS  day  the  Lords  Comraiilioners  for  foreignPlan- 
tations,  taking  into  confideration  that  the  petitions 
and  complaints  of  his  Majeftys  rubje<fts,  planters  and  tra- 
ders in  New-England  grow  more  frequent  than  hereto- 
fore for  want  of  a  fettled  and  orderly  government  in  thofe 
parts,  and  calling  to  mind  that  they  had  formerly  given 
order  about  two  or  three  years  fince  to  Mr.  Cradock  a 
member  of  that  plantation,  to  caufe  the  grant  or  letters 
patent  of  that  plantation  (alleadged  by  him  to  be  there 
remaining  in  the  hands  cf  Mr.Winthrop)  to  be  fent  over 
hither,  and  that  notwithltanding  the  fame,  the  faid  letters 
patent  were  not  as  yet  brought  over;  And  their  Lordfhips 
being  now  informed  by  Mr.  Attorney  General  that  a  Quo 
Warranto  had  been  by  him  brought  according  to  former 
order  againft  the  faid  patent,  and  the  fame  was  proceeded 
to  judgment  againfl:  fo  many  as  had  appeared,  and  that  they 
which  had  not  appeared,  were  outlawed. 

Their  lordlhips  well  approving  of  Mr.  Attorney's  care 
and  proceeding  therein  did  now  refolve  and  order,  that 
Mr.  Meawtis  clerk  of  the  council  attendant  upon  the  faid 
commilTioners  fqr  foreign  plantations  fhould  in  a  letter 
from  himfelfe  to  Mr.  Winthrop  inclofe  and  convey  this 
order  unto  him.  And  their  Lordfliips  hereby  in  his 
Majeflys  name,  and  according  to  his  exprcfs  will  and  plea- 
fure  Rrii\ly  re(juire  and  enjoine  the  faid  Winthrop  or  any 


other 
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other  in  whofe  power  and  cuflody  the  faid  letters  patent 
are,  that  they  fail  not  to  tranfmit  the  faid  patent  hither  by 
the  rerurne  of  the  (hip  in  which  the  order  is  conveyed  to 
them,  it  being  refolved  that  in  cafe  of  any  further  neglecl 
or  contempt  by  them  fliewed  therein,  their  lordfhips  will 
caufe  a  {in£t  courfe  to  be  taken  againft  them,  and  will 
move  his  Majefty  to  reaffurae  into  his  hands  the  whole 
plantation.^ 


Copy  of  Sir  William  Martin's  Letter  to  Governor 
Winthrop,enquiring  about  theState  oftheColony. 

IAra  glad  to  heare  of  Mr.  Norrons  fafe  arrivall,  and 
fliould  have  been  more  glad  if  it  had  beeue  at  the  baye. 
I  hope  he  will  fettle  with  you ;  hisabilityes  are  more  than 
ordinary,  and  will  be  acceptable  and  profitable  to  the 
churches.  I  have  received  Prats  expofition  from  Mr. 
Downing ;  and  in  the  mayne  I  finde  little  difference  there- 
in from  his  letter.  I  (hould  be  glad  to  be  truly  informed 
by  you,  what  You  conceive  of  the  foyle  and  meanes  of 
fubfifrances,  and  whether  that  expofition  agrees  with  the 
truth  of  things.  I  am  forry  to  heare  of  Mr.Wiiliams's  fepa- 
ration  from  you :  His  former  good  alfedtions  to  you,  and 
the  plantations,  were  well  known  unto  me  and  make  me 
wonder  now  at  his  proceedinges.  I  have  wrote  to  him 
effectually  to  fubmit  to  better  judgments,  and  efpecially  to 
ihofe  whom  formerly  he  reverenced  and  admired  ;  at  lead 
TO  keepe  the  bond  of  peace  inviolable.  This  hath  been 
alwayes  my  advife;  and  nothing  conduceih  more  to  the 
good  of  plantations.  I  praye  fiiew  him  what  lawfull  fa- 
vour you  can,  which  may  (land  witli  the  common  good. 
He  is  paffionatc  and  precipitate,  which  may  iranfport  him 
into  error,  but  I  hope  his  integrity  and  good  intentions 
will  bring  him  at  lad  into  the  waye  of  truth,  and  confirme 

him 
*  Whether  the  intent  of  this  order  was  that  the  Patent  (hould  be 
fent  over  that  the  Government  of  the  Colony  might  be  under  a 
Corporation  in  England,  according  to  the  tn;s  intent  of  th« 
Patent,  or  whedier  it  was.  that  the  Paieat  ixjigTit  bs  furreoderscl, 
is  uacertain. 
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hira  therein.     In  the  meane  time,  1  pray  God  to  give  hira 
a  right  ufe  of  this  affliflion.     Thus  leavinge  him  to  your 
favourable  ccnfures,  and  you  all  to  thedireflion  of  God, 
with  my  bed  refpe^ls  to  you  and  yours,  1  figne  me 
March  29.  1636.  Your  affe6lionate,         W.  M. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  George  Fenwick*  to 
Governor  Winthrop. 
Sir, 

I  Thank  you  for  your  continued  offices  of  love  in  your 
counfaile  to  my  fervant,  while  the  Lord  granted  him 
health,  and  your  kiadnes  and  refpe£l  to  him  in  his  fick- 
nes  ;  as  the  Lord  fliall  offer  me  opportunitie  you  ihall 
ever  find  me  ready  to  performe  the  like  or  any  other  fruit 
of  well  affe6lion  for  you  or  yours.  The  change  that  his 
death  hath  made  in  my  occafions  putts  me  upon  much 
new  labour  that  I  thought  I  had  done  with,  and  therefore 
I  muff  be  very  briefe  at  prefent.  1  fliall  defire  that  thofe 
cattle  that  are  in  your  hands  or  any  others  may  be  conti- 
nued as  they  were  till  next  fpringe,  when  I  (liall,  if  the 
Lord  grant  life,  take  order  for  them.  I  wrote  to  you  con- 
cerning powder  that  was  left  in  the  bay,  the  (tore  we  had 
here  grows  fliort,  but  I  hope  we  fliall  have  noe  need  till 
next  Ipringe,  until  when  I  leave  it  alfo,  only  I  directed  my 
roan  that  if  he  faw  it  decaying,  haveing  been  long  kept, 
(chough  that  we  have  here  holds  yet  well)  he  fliould  fell 
8  or  10  barrels  of  it.  Concerning  the  lafl:  part  of  your 
letter  lean  yet  fay  little,  only  thus  much  that  v/hatfoever 
lends  to  mutual  defence  and  fliall  conduce  to  the  fettling 
and  maintaining  unfained  love,  you  may  expefl:  from  me 
and  all  thofe  who  are  intrefted  in  this  place.  For  other 
matters,  as  they  are  of  great  confequence  and  near  concern- 
ment to  others  as  well  as  myfelf,  I  can  at  prefent  fay  thus 
much  only,  that  if  there  be  any  thing  betwixt  you  and 
the  rownes  above,  about  bounds,  whatfoever  is  concluded 
without  us  heare  I  fliall  account  invalid  and  mufl:  protefl 

againft 
*  Affervvards  Col,  Fenwicke  under  the  Parliament  and  Cromwell. 
This  Letter  was  wrote  from  Say  Brooke  wberehe  was  beginning 
a  pJf.Rtatioa  for  Lo^ci  Say,  Brooke,  &g.  ^  ^ 
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againfl:  it.  I  fpeak  not  this  out  of  any  fearc  either  of  wrong 
or  negleft  from  you  or  them,  but  to  tell  you  in  (liorc 
(having  many  other  bufmefs)  what  1  hold  my  felf  bound 
to  doe  in  that  particular,  and  when  there  fliall  be  a  fitt 
time  for  any  thing  betwixt  us  you  fhall  fmd  us  in  all  things 
to  fubmitt  to  right  and  good  confcience.  I  am  laftly  to 
thankyou  kindly  on  my  wifes  behalf  for  your  great  dainties ; 
We  both  defire  and  delight  much  in  that  primitive  imploy- 
inent  of  dreffing  a  garden,  and  the  talie  of  foe  good  fruits 
in  thefe  partes  gives  us  good  incouragemenr.  We  both  ten- 
der our  loves  and  refpe61s  to  your  feif  and  bedfellow.  If 
there  be  any  thing  wherein  you  can  ufe  me,   I  am 

Yours  in  any  real  office  of  love, 
October  i6g9. 

This  young  man  came  by  a  provi-      Geo.  Fcnwicke. 

dence  in  the  bark  that  brought 

me  news  of  Richards  death,  and 

having  been  verfed  in  buffines 

while  he  was  an  aprentice  Ihope 

will  eafe  me  of  fome  occafions 

that  I  fend  him  over  to  difpatch. 


G^^les  Fyrmins  Letter  to  Governor  Winthrop, 
about  his  fettling. 

Much  honotired  and  deare  Sir, 

BUT  that  I thinke  it  needlelle (God havinge more  than 
ordinarye  fitted  you  for  fuch  trials)  ray  letter  might 
teJl  you  with  what  griefe  of  fpirit  I  received  the  news  of 
that  fad  affliction  which  is  lately  happened  to  your  worfliip, 
by  means  of  that  unfaithful  wretch  j  I  hope  God  will  find 
a  fhoulder  to  helpe  you  beare  fo  great  a  burthen.  But 
the  little  time  there  is  allotted  me  to  write  I  muft  fpend  in 
requefting  your  worfliips  counfel  and  favour.  My  father 
in  law  Ward,  fince  his  fonne  came  over,  is  varey  deHrous 
that  wee  might  fete  down  together,  and  fo  that  he 
might  leave  us  together  if  God  {l:iould  remove  him  from 
hence.  Becaufe  that  it  cannot  be  accomplifhed  in  this  town, 
"is  verey  defirous  to  get  nice  to  remove  with  him  to  a  new 

planratiou 
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plantation.  After  much  perfwafion  ufed,  confideringe  my 
want  of  accommodation  here  (the  ground  the  town  having 
given  mee  lying  5  miles  from  mee  or  more)  and  that  the 
gaines  of  phyfick  will  not  finde  mee  with  bread,  but,  be- 
iides,  apprehcndinge  that  it  might  bee  a  way  to  free  him 
from  fome  temptations,  and  make  him  more  cheereful  and 
ferviccable  to  the  country  or  church,  have  yeelded  to  him. 
Herein,  as  1  defire  your  counfel,  fo  I  humbly  requcfl  your 
favour,  that  you  would  be  pleafed  to  give  us  the  libertyc 
ofchoofmge  a  plantation;  wee  thinke  it  will  be  at  Pen- 
tuckett,  or  Quichichchek,  by  Shawfliin :  So  foon  as  the 
feafon  will  give  us  leave  to  goe,  wee  fliall  informe  your 
wor{hip  which  we  defire :  And  if  that,  by  the  court  of  elec- 
tion, W€  cannot  gather  a  company  to  beegine  it,  wee  will 
let  it  fall.  Wee  defire  you  would  not  graunt  any  of  ihem 
to  any  before  wee  have  feene  them.  If  your  worfhip 
have  heard  any  relation  of  the  places,  wee  (liould  remainc 
thankful  to  you,  if  you  would  bee  pleafed  to  counfel  us  to 
any  of  them.  Further,  I  would  entreate  for  advife  in  this : 
The  towne  gave  mee  the  ground  (100  acres)  upon  this 
condition,  that  I  fliould  (lay  in  the  towne  3  yeeres,  or  elfe 
I  cou'd  not  fell  it :  Nov.^  my  father  fuppofes  it  being  my 
firft  heritage  (my  father  having  none  in  the  land)  that  it 
is  more  than  they  canne  doe  to  hinder  mee  thus,  when  as 
others  have  no  bufmefs,  but  range  from  place  to  place,  oa 
purpofe  to  live  upon  the  countrey.  I  would  entreate  your 
counfel  whither  or  noe  I  canne  fell  it.  Further :  I  am 
flrongly  fett  upon  to  ftudye  divinitie,  my  fludyes  elfemuft 
be  loll :  for  phyfick  is  but  a  meene  helpe.  In  thefe  cafes 
1  humbly  referre  to  your  worfhip,  as  my  father,  for  your 
counfel,  and  fo  in  much  haile,  with  ray  bed  fervices  pre- 
fenred  to  your  worlhip,  wifliinge  you  a  flrong  fupport  in 
your  afSidtion,  and  a  good  and  ccmfortable  iflue,  I  reft 

Your  worfhips  in  what  he  canne  to  his  power, 
Jpfwich,  26.  lothf  1639,  Gyles  Fyrmin."^ 

Wee  humbly  entreate  your  fecrecye  in  our  defires. 

Copy 

*  This  Gtlcs  Firmtn  was  afterwards  a  ce'ebrated  noDConformill 
Miniiler  in  England,  and  died  thire  after  ihe  Revolution. 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.   Edward  Winflovv 
to  Governor  Winthrop. 

Worthy  Sir, 

HAD  not  the  Almighty  (who  Is  righteous  in  the  mid- 
deft  of  mans  unrighteoufnes)  (lirred  up  certaine 
malicious  and  flanderous  perfons  to  defame  me  with  impu- 
dent, falfe  and  fliameles  reports,  to  my  no  fmall  griefe  and 
trouble,  I  had  been  with  you  before  this  day,  knowing 
right  well  how  comfortable  the  face  of  a  friend  is  in  fuch 
fad  conditions  as  yours  at  prefent.  How  I  have  been  and 
am  affecled  with  thofe  lofTes  and  cioffes  as  are  befallen  you^ 
by  your  unfaithful  fervanr,  he  that  made  the  heart  beft 
knoweth.  But  when  I  confider  how  unhappy  a  man  may 
be,  in  the  fulleft  and  mod  plentiful  enjoyment  of  worldly 
treafures,  then  I  judge  you  ncerer  happines  in  the  loiTe  of 
them;  not  doubting  but  our  gracious  God  will  fanctifie 
his  hand  unto  you,  alluring  myfelfe  it  will  be  good  for  you 
in  the  end.  How  prone  would  Gods  people  be  to  have 
their  hearts  enfnared  and  taken  up  with  the  world  and  the 
riches  and  honors  thereof,  if  he  fliould  not  fometimes  (hew 
us  their  vanity.  He  that  brought  Job  fo  low  (after  he  was 
humbled  before  him)  bleiled  his  latter  dales  more  than  his 
former.  We  have  to  doe  with  the  fame  God  :  He  can  doe" 
what  he  will,  and  let  this  be  our  comfort,  he  will  doe  what 
is  beft  for  us  :  Therefore  let  usihcw  forth  his  praife  by 
patient  fubmitting  to  his  hand,  joining  therewith  a  di'igent 
enquiry  after  the  caufe  tuixt  him  and  ourfelves.  1  have 
too  often  ufed  a  foolifli  proverb,  1  had  rather  be  envyed 
than  piityed  :  But  1  finde  by  lamentable  eKperience  Gods 
word  true,  That  none  can  (land  before  envy ;  and  there- 
fore prefer  your  condition  farre  before  mine  owne,  whom 
I  conceive  to  be  compalTed  about  with  friends.  But  alas, 
however  a  friend  loves  at  ail  times,  now  is  the  lime  of 
tryail  ;  and  herein  {as  many  other  wales)  I  doubt  not  bur . 
you  will  gaine  by  your  prcfcnc  conditiQH/  which  ihe  Lord 
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in  mercy  grant.  What  you  wrote  to  our  Governor  he 
imparted  to  me.  Few  or  none  of  noie  have  come  from 
your  parts  this  way  of  late,  by  reafon  of  the  feafon  :  So 
that  we  heare  not  what  order  you  have  taken  in  your 
bufinefs.  If  my  prefence  may  any  way  (land  you  in  fteed, 
you  may  command  ic,  and  my  bcfl:  fervice  therewith.  I 
pray  you,  Sir,  take  it  not  ill  that  I  am  thus  plaine.  If  I 
faile  tis  occafioned  by  my  love,  knowing  right  well  how 
fuch  an  unexpected  ftreight  may  pinch  a  good  eflate,  which 
I  Ihould  be  very  forry  to  heare.  Be  you  and  yours  fa- 
Juted  in  the  Lord,  to  whom  my  prayers  are  that  his  com- 
forts may  exceed  your  croiTes :  And  fo  deliring  your 
prayers  take  leave,   remaining 

Your  afTured  friend, 
fympathizing  with  you, 
Carefwell,^  this  17th  Mo.  ult.  Edw.  WinfloW. 

1639. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Thomas  Jenner  to 
Governor  Winthrop. 

Worthy  Sir, 

YOUR  pious  and  good  letter  I  received;  for  which 
I  humbly  thanke  you.  Your  judicious  counfel 
therein  I  lovingly  imbrace,  as  concurring  fully  with  mine 
owne  judgment :  Hence  have  I  not  troubled  the  people 
at  all  with  church  difcipline,  or  conflitutions  of  churches^ 
8cc,  but  have  bent  my  whole  buddies  to  flievv  them  their 
miferable  and  loft  eftate  without  Chrift,  &c.  Nor  have 
I  enveyed,in  the  leaft  meafure,  againft  the  church  of  Eng- 
land (to  my  remembrance)  but  have  been  (and  flill  am) 
very  fenrefull  to  give  one  word  of  diftaft  about  thofe 
things,  but  altogether  do  feek  to  gaine  them  to  Chriil:. 
True,  1  do  acknowledge  that  after  I  bad  been  here  foE? 
the  fpaceof  a  month  or  6  weeks,  at^  perceiving  them  very 
fuperftitious,  (performing  mans  inveniioa  rather  than  the 

tnftitured 
*  The  cams  he  gave  hi*  Farm-  m  MaFfli&tlc!. 
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inftituted  worfhip  of  God)  now,  that  I  might  gaine  their 
good  eftecme  of  Gods  pure  ordinances,  and   make  them 
fee  the  evill  and  folly  of  their  fuperftition  and  will-wor- 
ihip,  I  made  choife  of  Pf.  19.  and  7.  to  handle  it  at  large  : 
And,  in  one  of  the  ufes  of  reproof,  I  bent  myfelfe  asftrong- 
ly  as  I  could  againft  the  religion  of  the  Papifls,  and  con- 
demned thofe  practices,  which  I  faw  the  people  here  were 
fuperftitioufly  addi£led  to,  in  that  ufe  againfl  the  Papifts ; 
Dvhofe  religion  I  (hewed,  at  large,  confided  either  of  anew 
inflru^lcd  worlliip  not  mentioned  in  the  law  of  God,  or  of, 
Gods  inftituted  worlhip  mifcrably  abufed,  either  by  their, 
additions   or   diminutions ;    and   (hewed  the    particulars 
wherein.     Now  (I  heartily  thank  God  for  it)  it  took  a 
general!  good   impre(rion,  excepting  Mr.  Vines  and  one 
more   who  told  me  I  (Iruck  at  the  church  of  England, 
though  I  mentioned  her  not.     Whereupon  he  prelTed  me 
to  difpute  with  him  about  one  parr,  of  baptizing  infants 
Vfhh   godfathers  and  godmothers ;  the  which  I  was  very 
loth  to  difpute  about ;  yet  I  faw  that  either  I  muft,  or 
elfe  fit  downe  with  (hame,  for  he  had  called  together  his 
whole  family  to  heare  it.     Now,  it  pleafed  God  fo  to 
ftrengthen  me  (through  the  riches  of  his  mercy)  that  he 
was  utterly  filent ;  and  fince  that  time  hath  nianifeded 
more  refpe^l  and  love  to  me  and  my  mafter  than  fbrmerly, 
and  doth  take  notes  of  the  fermons  dayly,  and  repcateth 
them  in  his  family  very  orderly,  as  I  am  informed. 

Thus,  fweet  Sir,  I  make  very  bold  to  enforme  your  wor- 
(hip  with  the  truth  of  things,  though  not  worth  the  writing. 
I  have  been  folicited  both  from  the  inhabitance  of 
Stratens  plantation  and  from  thofe  of  Cafkoe,  to  be  a 
meanes  to  helpe  each  of  them  to  a  godly  minifter ;  where- 
fore I  do  make  bold  to  intreat  your  worfliip  to  do  your 
endeavour  to  furnifli  them  both. 

Thus,   hoping  ere  long  to  fee  your  face,   I  leave  you 
in  the  arms  of  our  blelTeJ  Saviour,  in  whome  alfo  I  reft. 

Your  wor(hips  to  command, 
Saco,  26  of  the  2d,  till  death, 

1 641.  Th.  Jenncr. 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr*  Endccott  to  Governor 
Winthrop,  about  La  Tour. 

Deare  Sifj 
'Y  Am  glad  ihac  La  Tour  hath  not  ayd  from  us ;  aftd 
1  I  could  wifli  hee  mi^ht  not  have  any  from  the  (hipps: 
For  aslong  as  La  l^our  and  Daulney  are  opnofites  they 
v;iil  weaken  one  another.  If  La  Tour  (liould  prevail' 
againft  him  we  fliall  undoubtedly  have  an  ill  neighbour. 
His  father  and  himfelfe,  as  I  am  informed,  have  (lied  the 
blood  oF  fomeEngliQi  already,  and  taken  away  a  pinnace 
and  goods  from  Mr.  Allerton.  It  were  (1  think)  good, 
that  that  bufmes  were  cleared  before  hee  had  either  ayd 
or  libertie  to  hire  fliipps,  yea,  or  to  depart. 

Sir,  it  is  not  the  manner  abroad  to  fuifer  flraingers  lO 
view  forts  or  fortifications,  as  it  feems  thefe  French  have 
done.  I  mufl:  needs  fay^  that  I  feare  we  fliall  have  little 
comfort  in  having  any  thing  to  doe  vxith. thefe  idolatrous 
French.  The  countrey  hereabouts  is  much  troubled  than 
they  are  fo  cntertayned  and  have  their  libertie  as  they 
have  to  bring  their  foldiers  ailiore,  and  to  fuiFer  them  to 
trayne  their  m.en.  And  great  jealoufies  there  are,  that  ie 
is  not  Daulney  that  is  aymed  at ;  feeing  fuch  a  ftrength 
will  neither  fute  fuch  a  poore  defii^ne,  and  La  Tour  a 
rnan  of  weake  .eflare,  as  it  is  faid.  Wherefore,  other  mens 
hands  are  employed)  and  purfes  too,  for  fome  other  fer vice. 
Bur  I  leave  all  thefe  things  to  your  ferious  confideracions, 
deiireiog  the  Lord  to  guide  you  therein  to  theglorie  and 
peace  of  the  churches  here,  to  whole  grace  1  commit  you 
and  humbiie  refi, 

Yours  truelie  ever, 

Jo.    Endecott. 

ipth  of  the4ih,  1643. 


1  Copy 
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Copy   of   a  Letter   from   Thomas   Gorges*  to 
Governor  Winthrop. 

Pifcattaquake,  28  June  K543. 
Right  worthy  Sir, 

IUnderiland  by  Mr.  Parker  that  you  have  written  to 
me  by  Mr.  Sburt,  which  as  yet  I  have  not  received. 
It  cannot  be  unknown  to  you  the  fears  that  we  are  in 
fmce  La  Tours  promife  of  ayd  from  you  ;  for  ray  part,  I 
thought  fitt  to  certifye  foe  much  unto  you.  and  1  doubt 
not  only  thefe  parrs  which  are  naked,  but  all  N.  E.  will 
finde  D'Aulnay  a  fcourge.  He  hath  long  way  ted  (with 
the  expenceof  neer  800/.  per  month)  for  the  apprehending 
of  this  fupply,  and  if  all  his  hopes  fliall  be  fruftrared 
through  your  ayd,  you  may  conceive  where  he  will  feeke 
for  fatisfaflion.  If  a  thorough  worke  could  be  made,  that 
he  might  utterly  be  extirpated,  I  Qiould  like  it  well ;  other- 
wife  it  cannot  be  thought  but  a  foldier  and  a  gentleman 
will  feeke  to  revenge  himfel^,  having  500  men,  2  Ihipps, 
a  galley,  and  3  pinnafes,  well  provided  :  Befides  you  may 
pleafe  to  conceive  in  what  manner  he  now  befiedges  La 
Tour,  his  fliipps  lye  on  the  S.  W.  part  of  the  ifland  at  the 
entrance  of  St.  Johns  river,  within  which  fide  "is  only  the 
entrance  for  (liipps,  on  the  N.  E.  lye  his  pinnafes ;  it  can- 
not be  conceived  but  he  will  fortifye  the  iiland,  which  W'ill 
debarr  the  entrance  of  any  of  your  fliipps  and  force  them 
backc,  (lieW'ing  the  will,  having  not  the  power,ro  hurt  him. 
I  fuppofe  1  {hall  for  England  in  this  (liipp,  1  am  not  as 
yet  ccrtayn,  which  makes  me  forbear  to  be  Urge  at  this 
lyme,  or  to  defire  your  commands  thither.  Thus  in  hafle 
1  red,  lour  honouringe  friend  and  fervanr, 

The.  Gorges. 


Copy 
♦  Son  to  Sir  Ferdiaando  Gorgesr 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Richard  Saltonilall  and 
others  to  the  Honourable  Governor,  Deputy- 
Governor,  and  Affiflants,  and  the  Reverend 
Eiders  at  or  near  the  Bay, 

Much  honoured  in  the  Lord, 

T  Hough  we  doe,  and  may  truly,  profefle  ourfelves  to 
be  both  unfit  and  unwilling  to  interpofein  a  matter 
of  fuch  (late  and  weight,  as  we  conceive  this  French  af- 
fair to  bee,  yet  the  honour  we  owe  to  the  religion  we  pro- 
feiTe,  the  loyalty  we  beare  to  our  i']ative  country,  efpecially 
in  its  prefent  condition  and  the  reference  wherein  it  flands 
to  the  kingdome  of  France,  out  of  refpect  to  the  reputa- 
tion of  our  government  and  governors,  our  tender  care  of 
the  fouls  and  lives  of  fuch  as  are  committed  to  the  trufl 
thereof,  the  eye  of  care  we  ought  to  have  upon  our 
friends  in  the  eaft,  our  regard  to  our  chriftian  confede- 
rates, fo  lately  combined  with  us,  in  confidence  of  our 
piety  and  wifdome,  and  the  religious  difcharge  of  our  own 
confciences  and  duties,  will  not  permit  us  to  be  filent,  fo 
long  as  there  is  any  roome  left  for  us  to  fpeake.  We  have 
littel  hope  to  revoke  refolutions  foe  farre  tranfa^led  and 
ripned,  but  we  prefume  it  fliall  not  be  taken  amiile,  if  we 
labour  to  waih  our  hands  wholly  of  thisdefigne,  and  what 
ill  confequences  foever  it  m.ay  produce.  The  reafons 
moving  us  hereto, urc  our  deepe  feares  that  the  dated  rules 
of  undertaking  warres,  either  by  proper  and  direfl  enter- 
prize,  or  by  lending  ayd,  have  not  been  fo  duly  obferved, 
as  We  could  wiih. 

1.  The  grounds  of  warre  ought  to  be  juft  and  neceiTary. 
For  thejudice  of  this  warre  by  la  TouragaynilDaulnay, 
\\c  conceive  that  all  the  light  and  information  New  Eng- 
land hath,  or  may  probably  receive, cannot  be  fufficient  for 
us  to  determine  ir  pofTuively ;  we  underftand  it  hath  becne 
variouAy  judged  in  the  courts  of  France,  one  while  for 
Daulnay,  another  while  for  la  Tour,  and  it  is  not  impof- 
fible  that  la  Tour  hath  now  rather  outfriended  than  out- 
plcaded  Daulnay;  Vie  (hall  therefore  runne  into  an  un- 
I  2  chriftian 
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chriflian  premunire  of  prefiimption  if  we  refolve  upon  fuch 
an  enterprize  with  an  irrefolved  faith,  in  caufd  dubid 
bellum  non  eft  fufcipiendum.  For  the  neceffity  of  ir;  it  mud 
cither  be  in  point  of  charity  towards  de  la  Tour  or  upon 
fome  engageing  inrereli  of  our  owne.  For  any  bond  of 
charity,  we  conceive  the  fpeech  of  the  prophet  to  Jeho- 
fliaphat,  2  Chron.  19.  2.  and  of  Solomon,  Proverbs  26.  17. 
not  only  difchargc  but  flrongly  prohibite  us.  1.  For  our 
owne  intered,  iHt  be  cleare  that  Daulnay  hath  offered 
us  fuch  great  wrong,  as  invites  us  to  a  warre  (which  we 
much  quellion,  lor  it  mull:  be  atrox  injurii})  we  fuppofeit 
would  rtand  more  with  the  honor  of  our  religion  and  plan- 
tation, to  proceed  profeiTedly  and  orderly  againfl  him, 
then  for  us  Englifh  to  become  but  margent  notes  upon  a 
French  text,  which  to  us  is  as  yet  but  apocripha  ;  and  to 
undertake  him  upon  more  certaine  grounds,  and  at  a  more 
feafonable  time  when  he  doth  lefs  expert  us,  and  is  not  fo 
well  provided  for  us  as  now  he  is.  Warrs  are  extreme 
remedies  and  are  not  ro  be  enterprifed  unlefle  their  caufes 
v/ill  beare  out  all  manner  of  effects  and  confequences,  whe- 
ther perfonallor  nationall,which  may  enfue.  And  what  may 
not  enfue,  if  either  of  the  nations  to  whom  we  belong  will 
comment  upon  our  acftion  in  a  Hare  language  ?  And  how  apt 
a  time  this  is  for  mifcondniclions  we  cannot  be  ignorant. 
The  fpirit  of  warre  is  fcholadick  and  jefiiiticai,  traverfmg 
the  very  pofitions  and  principles,  which  peace  hath  held 
both  dogmatical  and  irrefragable,  even  to  the  wonderment 
of  rational  men.  We  are  informed  that  Daulnay  defires 
our  frienddiip,  and  we  are  inclined  to  believe  that  if  it  did 
as  well  become  him  to  appeal  to  our  judgment  as  it  ill  be- 
feemes  us  to  expe<5t  it,  he  would  not  refule  to  cad  him/elf 
upon  our  compromife. 

2.  Warres  ought  not  to  be  undertaken  without  the 
counfell  and  command  of  the  fuprearae  authority,  whence 
expeditions  ilTue.  It  is  not  hard  to  Hiy,  the  prefent  re- 
ference betweene  the  kingdomes  of  England  and  France 
confidercd,  that  the  fubje^is  of  the  one  ought  not  to  wage 
warre  againd  the  other  wiihout  a  pubiick  ccmm;ffion  of 

date, 
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ftate,  unlcfTe  it  be  in  defence  upon  a  fiidden  alTault :  Nei- 
ther do  we  yet  heare  that  La  'Four  himfclf  hath  any  fuch 
commifTion  for  this  his  a£lion  ;  though  if  he  had  ic  were 
little  to  us.  It  is  a  rule  obferved  amongfl  confederates, 
that  duriag  any  league  of  peace  betweene  them,  one 
friend  may  not  ayd  another  againfl  any  part  of  his  pro- 
vince, till  that  part  be  profcribed  by  the  authority  of  a 
general!  aiTembly  whereof  it  is  a  member^  jjnd  the  confe- 
derates aiTured  thereof  in  a  ftate  way.  The  breach  of 
this  rule  is  a  breach  of  league.  Publick  a^lions  of  hofti- 
licy  worke  farre  and  wide,  having  their  national  and  con- 
federal influences  and  confequences.  The  daggers  we 
draw  here  may  happly  prove  fwords  in  Chriflendome  for 
ought  we  know. 

But  this  defigne,  whatever  the  caufe  was.  Teemed  fliy 
€ven  of  our  New-EngliOi  Counfel  to  warrant  and  guide 
it :  Howclofely  it  concernes  the  peace  and  fafety  of  the 
whole  plantation  may  eafily  be  conjefiured,  and  how  farre 
it  declined  the  advice  thereof  in  a  reprefentaiive  courfe 
we  are  very  forry   to  confider  or  mention. 

We  dare  not  fo  much  impeach  the  honour  of  the  ad- 
vi fours  as  to  think  ihcy  would  vaile  the  a<5lion  with  this, 
that  they  only  permit  and  give  way  to  volunteirs;  for 
who  knows  not  this  to  be  a  rule  of  dare,  that  Not  to  for- 
bid, when  there  is  noiice  and  power,  is  to  bidd. 

This  werealfo  to  proclaime  our  weaknes,  in  prodrating 
our  government  to  nothing ;  for  who  is  ignorant  that  To 
permit  voluntiers  to  ilTae  cut  in  ayd  of  a  friend  is  never 
done  without  an  acl  of  date,  where  any  date  is  r 

Daulnay,  nor  France,  are  not  fo  feeble  in  their  inrel- 
leftuals  as  to  deem^e  it  no  aft  of  dare,  when,  upon  conful- 
tation  with  fome  of  our  chiefe  perfons,  our  men  are  dif- 
fered, if  not  incouraged,  to  goe  forth  with  our  provifion 
and  munition  upon  the  defigne  :  We  do  therefore  wonder 
that  our  people,  having  no  warrant  from  aurhoriry,  wi'l, 
of  their  own  heads,  runne  fuch  a  hazzard  of  their  foules 
and  lives,  as  can  neither  looke  for  any  prayers  or  tnankes 
for  their  good  fucccffe,  nor  any  fuccours  if  it  fares  ill,  and 

I  I  as 
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as  it  may  fall  out,  rather  call  for  the  curfes  of  their  friends 
from  whom  they  went,  and  of  pofteriry  yet  unborne,  and 
yet  thefe  poore  men  prefume  that  if  Daulnay  fliould  fay, 
as  the  King  of  Egypt  to  JoGah,  what  have  1  to  do  with 
thee,  thou  King  of  Judah  ?  1  come  not  out  againit  thee 
this  day,  but  aL',ain(l:  the  houfe  with  whome  I  have  warrc, 
or  if  they  IhoulJ  flicd  innocent  blood  or  feel  their  owbe 
fouies  dropping  luddenly  into  hell,  they  had  their  warrant 
from  the  Counfel  and  countenance  of  thofe  upon  whom 
they  might  and  ought  to  confide.  It  were  to  be  wiftied 
they  had  been  tau;^ht  the  Germane  proverb,  which  fayth. 
He  that  iofeth  his  life  in  ^n  unneceilary  quarrel  dyes  the 
Devill's  martyr.  Had  they  had  the  voyces  of  the  people 
with  them,  it  had  beene  berter  than  nothing  ;  but  that 
wind  feemes  to  us  to  blow  llrong  in  the  teeth  of  their 
Toyage.  We  fhall  prefume  to  propound  thefe  queflions. 
I.  If  Daulnay  or  France  (hall  hereafter  demand  any  of 
them  from  us  as  enemies,  or  murtherers,  whether  will  our 
court  protect  or  deliver  them  ?  2.  If  any  of  the  parents  or 
wives  (hall  require  their  lives  at  our  hands,  who  ilia  11  an- 
fwer  them  P  3.  If  any  of  their  widdowes  or  children  fhall 
require  fuflenance,  or  any  raaim,ed  fouldier  in  this  expedi- 
tion call  for  raaintenance,who  fliall  give  it  them  P  or  if  taken 
captive  and  made  ilaves,  who  fnall  refcue  or  redeem  them  ? 

^.  The  ends  of  warre  ought  to  be  religious:  What  glory 
is  intended  hereby  to  God  we  fee  not,  and  how  our  peace 
fhall  hereby  be  fettled  we  forefee  not,  but  fufpe6t  it  will 
rather  be  a  beginning  than  an  end  of  our  troubles  and 
feares,  if  we  doe  not  wholly  fupprefTe  Daulnay,  we  may  be 
fure  of  it.  He  is  already  very  lirong,  and  if  our  (liips  and 
munition  fall  into  his  hand,  it  will  deminiih  from  us,  and 
incourage,  exafperate  and  (Irengthen  him. 

If  La  Tour  prevaile  lie  is  like  to  cavijl  wiih  our  meu 
for  fome  raifcarriages,  or  we  with  him  for  non-payment. 
The  pailage  of  our  (liips  to  and  from  England  hath  hiiher- 
fo  beene  quiet  and  Lft,  in  regard  of  the  French,  but  we 
Ciinnot  fp  expecl  it  hereafter,  if  they  fhall  meece  with  any 
cf  La  Tours  or  P^ulnayes  fpeciaj  friends,  or  at  Icafl  with 

(he 
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the  friends  of  fiich  of  them  as  we  (hall  fecme  to  wrong-. 
BeHum  contra  hojlem  non  ejl  fufcipisndum  cum  periculo  rei- 
public£.  &c. 

4.  Undertakings  of  warrs  ought  to  be  probably  feafabic, 
but  this  feemes  not  foe  to  us.  We  Jearne  out  of  the  Eaft, 
by  an  eye  wirnefle,  that  Daulnay  is  very  Hrong,  in  artillery, 
men  and  municion,  at  land,  and  very  well  provided  at  fea, 
infomuch  that  forae  of  the  Ealf  have  confulred  to  repayre 

■  10  him  in  hisayd,  leafl  he  fliould  upon  revenge  annoy  and 
ruine  them ;  he  is  reported  to  be  a  valiant,  prudent  and 
experienced  fouldier  and  commander,  and  defendants  have 
great  advantages  of  alTa)  lants,  foe  that,  we  feare,  our  flieep 
have  haflned  to  their  Slaughter. 

5.  Laftly,  The  manner  of  enterprifmg  warre  calls  for 
many  rules,  according  to  fcriprure  and  the  cudome  of  re- 
ligious and  ingenuous  nations,  as  10  fummon  and  give 
warning  before  they  flrike  :  To  heare  what  the  defendant 
can  pleade  for  the  jullice  of  his  caufe,  to  offer  term,es  of 
peace  with  equal  articles,  and  to  give  fpecial  cautionary 
comraiilions  and  com^m^ands  how  farre  to  perfid  in  ayd,  and 
when  to  defifl ;  but  we  neither  can  fend  fitt  men  for  fuch 
charges,  nor  can  we  prefcribe  fuch  directions,  wiihout  a 
profefTed  imbarquing  ourfelves  in  the  action  j  which,  ic 
feems,  is  wholly  declined  on  our  parts. 

We  therefore  trouble  you  no  further,  only  we  itterate 
our  proteftation  that  we  are  and  defire  to  be  held  clears 
and  innocent  of  this  undertakeing,   and 

Your  worlliips  in  all  chriftian  affe^tioa 
and  fervices, 

Richard    Saltonflall, 
5th,  14.  164;,  Simon  Bradftreet, 

Samuel  Simon ds, 

Nath.  Warde, 
Ez.  Rogers, 
Nath.  Rogers, 
John  Norton. 

I  4  Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Endccott  to  Governor 
Winthrop,  about  the  French. 

Deareft  Sir, 

IFinde  that  your  troubles  are  many,  and  efpeciallie  about, 
this  French  buimes.     The  Lord  in  raercie  fupport 
you.     I  am  much  grieved  toheare  what  I  heare;  and  I 
fee  more  of  the  fpiri;3  of  fome  men  than  ever  I  thought 
I  (hould  fee.     The  Lord  rebuke  Satan.     Sir,  be  of  good 
comforr,  I  doubt  not  but  our  God  that  is  in  heaven  will 
carry  you  above  all  the  injuries  of  men  ;  for  1  know  you 
would  not  permitt  any  thinge,  much  lefs  a<ft  in  any  thinge 
that  might  rend  to  the  leaft  damage  of  this  people,  and 
this  I  am  afTured  of,  that  mod  of  Gods  people  here  about 
us  are  of  the  fame  minde.     The  rumours  of  the  countrey, 
you  know,  they  rife  out  of  ignorance  principallie,  and  much 
out  of  fears ;  wherefore,  I  pray  you,   let  there    be  farif- 
faifrion  given  as  foone  as  yon  convenientiie  can,  in  the  way 
you  wrote  me  of  ;  for  I  finde  the  fpirits  of  of  men  in  this 
countrie  are  too  quick  and  forward.    1  cannot  excufe  my^ 
felfe,  yet  IbleileGod,  not  to  wrongeyou,  bat  according 
to  the  information  and  light  I  received  from  you,  I  a<^ed 
publiquehe  fo  farre  forth  as  to  bre;ik  downe  all  prejudices 
againil:  yourfelfeor  the  reft  that  adviled  with  you.     Our 
prayers  here  are  publiquely  and  privately  for  a  good  iflue 
of  ir,  and  that  continually.    I  hope  God  will  looke  upon 
your  finceritle  in  mercie  and  wi|l  heare  our  requePcs, 

1  fee  no  good  ufe  of  fuch  proteftations  as  I  heare  of, 
but  they  may  prove  more  dangerous  than  the  French  bu- 
fines  by  farre,  if  our  God  hinder  not.  f-lqweyer,  [t  will 
be  of  ufe  (God  directing)  to  make  a  holy  ufe  of  ir. 

Touching  piy  coming  to  Boflon  abot|t  the  Dutch  bu- 
fines,  I  cannot  fee  how  it  will  be  of  any  ufe  :  For  the 
mefTenger  cannot  haye  a  determinate  anfvver  till  the  ge- 
nerull  court,  apd  to  morrow  we  have  appointed  m.any  of 
the  towne  for  the  working  of  the  fort,  which,  unlefs  I  bo 
there,  there  will  net  any  thing  be  dane,  and  1  receive4 
ii^t  yo^r  l?t;er  till  this  day  ^f;? r  o^r  leclure. 
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I  conceive,  if  you  doe  any  thing  about  Mr.  Oateleys 
bufines,  that  you  alfo  will  be  pleafed  to  appoint  fome  day 
and  graDt  fome  fummons  to  him,  that  hee  may  bring  in 
his  wirnefles,  that  there  may  not  be  any  juil  ground  of 
exceptions  given  :  For  hee  fpeakes  as  if  hee  were  much 
wronged  in  ail  the  teflimonies  taken  againit  him,  and  that 
he  can  difprove  them,  8zc. 

Touching  the  note  about  Bufhrode,  I  ftiall  bring  it  with 
mee  (God  willing)  the  next  court. 

The  Lord  our  good  God  be  with  you,  to  uphold  you, 
and  to  continue  you  amongfl  us,  to  do  yet  further  fervice, 
to  whofe  grace  1  committ  you. 

Yours  ever  truelie  to  ferve, 
Salem,  26.  5th  mo,   1643,  Jo.  Endccott. , 


Tlie  Governor's  Anfwer  to  the  Ipfwich  Letter 
about  La  Tour. 

Gentlemen  and  beloved  brethren, 
TT  T  is  not  unknowne  to  you,  that  (through  the  Lords 
£    gracious  affiilance)  I  have  thankfully   imbraced  and 
fubmitred  unto  the  wife  and  loveing  advife  and  admonitions 
of  any  of  my  brethren  j  and  truly  it  is  dill  my  defire  fo 
ro  doe  :  Aqd  this  (I  hope)  may  well  ftand  (upon  this  pre- 
sent occafion)  with  the  maintenance  of  what  is  good  and 
righteous  in  our  caufe,  about  this  French  bufmes,  and  with 
that  faifhfulnes  that  is  againe  required  of  me  towards  you 
ail,  whom  I  love  honour  and  reverence  in  the  Lord.  And 
though  1  have  lately  written  to  you  about  this  matter,  yet 
that  which  1  have  fince  received  from  you   calls  upon  mc 
for  fome  addition  and  anfwer  alfo ;  which  1  do  not  with 
pny  purpofe  to  contend,  but  in  difcharge  of  my  confcience 
and  duty  of  my  place,  and  l^c  the  Lord  do  what  feemes 
good   in  his  eyes^ 

The  proteilation,  which  was  dire£led  to  rayfelfe  firfl, 
tqtcame  to  n:je  through  many  Jiands  (and  fo  it  fe-cmes  it 

was 
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was  intended  by  you,  being  fent  unfealed)  was  entertained 
of  me  as  proceeding  from  your  zealous  care  For  the  publick 
fafety  :  Bui,  confidered  in  itfelfe,  it  is  an  a(St  of  an  exorbi- 
tant nature,  out  of  rule,  out  of  feafon,  and  of  dangerous 
confequence.  Such  proreftations  are  publique  and  judicial 
afts,  and  therefore  mnfl  be  warranted  by  fome  authority, 
which  appears  not  in  this.  I  know  no  law,  order,  cuftome 
or  See.  that  can  give  power  to  3  aiTiftants,  by  any  fuch 
publick  inftrumenr,  to  contradi£i  the  proceedings  of  a 
greater  number,  the  Governor  alfo  being  one  of  them ; 
and  how  it  willconfid:  with  the  obligation  of  a  freeman  is 
alfo  condderable.  Suppofenow,  3  otherafTiftants  and  fo 
many  elders  fliould  protefh  againfl:  your  proteftation,  it 
would  be  of  equal  force,  and  as  warrantable  for  ought  I 
knowe.  Againe,  it  comes  not  like  Solomons  apples  of  gold 
in  plates  of  filver ;  it  is  con/ilium  pojl  fadum  :  Whereas, 
if  you  had  fent  it  in  feafon,  it  might  perchance  have  flopped 
thofe  proceedings  which  you  fo  much  complaine  againd; 
whereas,  at  prefent  (you  know  and  may  fee)  you  do  but 
beate  the  ayre,  and  ft  rive  for  that  which  (you  are  fure) 
you  cannot  reach.  It  is  alfo  of  dangerous  confequence  in 
thefe  refpe^s.  i.  It  may  be  aprefident  for  others  to  at- 
tempt the  like  in  any  cafe ;  for  you  take  upon  you  the 
fole  judgment  of  your  owne  afl,  and  if  others  m^y  have 
the  like  liberty,  they  may  countenance  their  oppofition  to 
authority,  as  well  in  evill  caufes  as  in  good.  2.  it  blowes 
a  trumpet  to  divifion  and  difiention  amongft  ourfelves, 
magiftrates  protefting  againft  magiftrares,  elders  againfl: 
ciders,  blameing,  condemning,  expofeing  brethren  to  the 
peoples  curfes,  and  cafting  them  down  to  hell  itfelfe;  and 
all  this  mufl  be  indured,  while  we  walk  after  the  light 
€fod  affords  us  from  his  owne  word,  and  the  prefidential 
a£ls  of  former  times,  and  of  our  owne  generall  court  (as 
will  be  exprcffed  hereafter)  whereas  the  way  of  God, 
and  of  order,  and  of  peace,  had  bcene  to  have  referred  your 
grievance  to  the  generall  court,  and  not  by  fuch  an  un- 
warrantable proteflatlon  and  outcry  againfl  your  brethren, 
to  incite  the  people  againfl  them  :  whereof,  if  any  evill 

effeft 
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efFe(5l  (hould  follow,  your  proreflation  of  innocencie  would 
afford  you  little  comfort  or  defence.  3.  This  is  the  ready 
way  to  haden  upon  us  the  evilF  fo  much  feared  :  For  if 
Daulnay  underftand  our  divifions  to  be  fuch,  as  he  is  like 
to  have  a  party  amongfl  ourfelves,  (as>  you  declare  your 
intelligence  to  be)  this  may  imboulden  him  to  attempt  that 
againii  us  which,  otherwife,  he  dared  not  have  done.  It 
is  alfo  againft  the  rule  of  juflice,  your  owne  plea  on  Daul- 
nays  behalfe,  for  you  paiTe  fentence  and  publifh  it  without 
calling  us  to  anfwer  :  If  may  be  one  or  two  of  you  hare 
accidentally  heard  us  fpeake  fomewhat  about  ir,  but  did 
you  ever  enquire  of  us,  if  we  had  any  more  to  fay  for  our 
ielves,  why  judgment  &c.  For  you  will  find  we  have  more 
to  fay  for  our  felves  than  you  formerly  heard,  and  it  is  a 
neceftary  confequence,  if  you  had  power  to  be  our  judges, 
you  had  the  fame  to  require  our  anfwer.  I  intreate  you 
to  call  to  mind  that  beaten  rule  of  equity,  ^i  aliquidfta- 
tuit  parte  inaudita  altera.  Sec,  We  are  condemned  in 
court,  in  country,  by  private  tongues  and  by  publick  edidl, 
and  never  afked,  Why  have  you  done  this  ?  and  all  this 
fo  carryed  on,  and  unfeafonably  difpenfed  as  no  man  can 
tell  (nor  do  yourfelves  propound)  what  you  would  have, 
or  how  it  may  tend  to  any  publick  good  or  prevention  of 
that  great  danger  which  you  fuppofc  to  hang  over  us; 
except  it  may  be  conceived  that,  either  Daulnay  will  be 
pacified  with  a  proteflation,  or  the  people  will  be  ftirred 
up  to  facriiice  fome  of  us  to  make  their  owne  peace.  You 
fay,  indeed,  you  will  hereby  be  innocent  of  all  the  evill 
that  may  infue,  &c.  Amen,  fay  1 ;  but  furely  wife  men 
will  not  believe  that  fuch  a  proteflation  will  acquit  you, 
either  before  God  or  men  :  No  more  than  if  one  of  the 
magiftrares  fitting  filent  in  the  court  while  a  man  is  con- 
demned, and  after  he  is  executed  Ihall  tender  a  protefla- 
tion of  his  diffent  from*  the  fentence.  And  truly  (brethren) 
you  might  have  dealt  a  little  more  tenderly  with  us,  for 
fuch  failelngs  as  you  have  apprehended  in  our  counfells, 
being  the  fruitebut  of  a  few  houres  confultaiion  ;  feeing 
j'ourfelv^s,  (upQi\fo  rjniany  weekes  deliberation)  <?ould  not 

free 
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free  your  owneafls  from  fuch  mifarriage  as  you  fee  your 
proreftation,outof  dateandout  of  courfe.doth  houM  fonh. 

This  I  thought  needfull  to  tender  to  your  wife  and 
chriflian  confiderarion,  concerning  your  proteftation  in  gc- 
ncrall :  Sonaewhat  I  rauft  fay  to  your  arguments,  befides 
what  may  concerne  thera  in  my  former  writings.  But, 
firft,  you  may  pleafe  to  confider,  that  it  cannot  be  denyed 
but  that  the  Governor,  aflifted  with  fome  of  the  magi- 
ftrates,  may  take  order  for  fuch  fudden  affaires  of  the  ftate 
as  either  need  not  or  cannot,  flay  the  affembling  of  the 
general  coart ;  of  which  fort,  we  conceived  this  was  (the 
reaions  you  may  fee  in  my  former  wriiing)  and  when,  in 
fuch  cafes,  we  have  proceeded  according  to  our  befi:  fiviil 
and  judgment,  we  are  to  be  cxcufed,  and  fo  it  was  went 
to  be :  And  the  generall  court  feemes  lately  to  have  in- 
larged  this  trufl,  when,  by  the  order  of  (4)  1641,  it  gives 
power,  out  of  court,  to  any  3  magiftrates  to  do  that  which 
may  occafion  a  warre,  with  the  Indians,  as  likely  as  this 
with  the  French :  For  they  may  give  commiiTion  to  any 
mailer  to  right  himfelfe  upon  the  Indians,  for  his  fugitive 
fervant.  By  like  authority  it  was  that  fome  of  us  difarmed 
the  Indians  and  imprifoned  fome  of  them,  upon  the  late 
fufpicion  :  And  although  it  was  conceived  to  be  full  of 
danger,  and  proved  troublefome  and  chargeable,  yet  wee 
were  not  reproved  for  ir.  Other  inflances  might  be 
brought,  but  in  thofe  times,  indeed,  when  fuch  protefla- 
tions  were  not  in  ufe.  Now,  in  this  cafe  of  the  French, 
wherein  thconely  doubt  was,  not  whether  wee  (hould  in- 
gage  ourfelves  in  a  warre  with  La  Toure  againfl  Daulney, 
or  not;  for,  we  know  that  neither  themagiilraies  nor  the 
generall  court  it  felfe  could  determine  that,^  but  whether 
it  were  fafer  or  morejufl:  and  honourable  for  us  to  Hop 
the  courfe  of  God's  providence,  offering  us  opportunity 
to  fave  a  diflreffed  neighbour,  to  weaken  a  dangerous  ene- 
"my  without  ourchardge  or  engagement,  or  to  fufferic  to 
go  on  freely  in  its  owne  courfe.  Of  thefc  two  we  judged 
the  laft  to  be  bed:,  &c.  And  of  this  opinion  fome  of  iis 
fhall  ffill  beuntill  we  fee  ftronger  arguments  againff  it, 
than  as  yet  we  have  met  with.  Now 

*  No  War  could  be  declared  without  the  confent  oi  the  united 
Colonies. 
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Now  for  your  arguments,  (whereof  fomc  concerne  the 
preceedings,  others  the  confequenccs)  I  will  pafle  by  that 
of  Jehofaphat  as  no  parallel  to  our  cafe  ;  and  fee  if  I  can 
free  us  from  that  ol  Prov.  26.  And  here  it  may  be  firft 
obfcrved,  that  he  fpeaksofone  that  paiTeth  by,  viz.  that 
had  no  calling  or  inviraiiou  to  deale  in  it.  But  2,  I  will 
fhew  that  this  (Irife  betweenc  La  Tour  and  Daulnay  doth 
neerly  concerne  us :  and  firft  in  point  of  duty,  in  that  our 
diftreiled  neighbour  calls  to  us  for  help;  a  fpeciall  pro- 
vidence of  God  and  his  owne  good  opinion  of  our  chari- 
tablenefs,  brought  him  to  us,  for  fome  ends,  and  no  other 
appearing  to  us,  it  was  our  duty  to  attend  his;  nor  were 
we  in  this  cafe  to  (land  upon  the  juftice  of  the  quarrel! 
betweene  them,  no  more  than  Abraham  did  when  Lot 
and  the  Sodomites  were  in  prefent  diflrefle ;  nor  than  any 
man  would  doe,  if  he  faw  his  neighbour  under  foote  and 
in  danger  to  be  killed,  he  would  firfl  refcue  him  from  dan- 
ger, ere  he  enquire  of  the  caufe.  And  how  we  might 
withonld  fuch  helpe  from  La  Tour  which  that  providence 
which  brought  him  hither,  might  here  offer  him  in  his 
apparent  dillreffe  and  danger  of  utter  ruine,  1  profefTe  I 
fee  no  warrant. 

For  cleareing  of  this  point  I  defire  you  ferioufly  to  con- 
fider  an  argument  or  two.  i,  He  is  either  a  neighbour  or 
no  neighbour.  If  he  be  not  a  neighbour,  then  is  he  ia 
no  relation  to  us  by  the  fecond  table,  and  then  we  may  rob, 
beare,  or  kill  him  without  breach  of  any  commandment. 
But  if  he  be  a  neighbour  then  mud  we  do  to  him  in  his 
diflrelTe,  as  we  would  have  others  do  to  us  in  ours.  2dly, 
If  he  beonq  of  thofe  all,  to  whom  by  the  rule  of  the 
Apoflle  we  mufl:  doe  good  (as  he  mull  needs  be,  if  he  be 
either  of  the  houfliould  of  faith  or  out  of  it)  then  that  is 
the  good  we  mufl  do  to  him,  which  he  hath  mod  prefent 
neede  of  ;  and  that  we  may  not  withould  from  him,  when 
it  is  in  our  bands  to  give  it  him,  Prov.  3.  27.  I  pray  you 
conlider  the  place,  ^dly.  If  my  neighbours  or  mine  ene- 
mies oxe  be  in  that  flare  as  he  cannot  get  to  his  place 
WiLhoui  my  helpe,  I  mud  helpe  him  to  his  place,  Exod. 

23.  4- 
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2.3,  4^  itHich  rather  my  neighbour  himfelfe  ;  and  therefore 
La  Tour  and  his  company  being  now  before  us  in  that 
condition,  we  ought  to  helpe  him  hence.     Thefc  are  plain 
and  general  rules  and  will  not  beare  difliniflions  cf  protef- 
tant  and  papift  :  For  the  morall  law  being  given  to  man 
by  nature  was  given  to  him  as  man,  not  as  man  fo  and  fo 
qualifyed,  and  therefore  when  it  requires  duty  from  him, 
it  requires  it  as  from  a  man  fimply ;  and   when  it  pro- 
pounds man  as  an  object  of  this  duty,  it  propounds  him 
a^fo  fimply  confidered  without  di[lin(^ion  of  good  or  bad, 
chriflian  or  heathen,  &c.  and  our  Saviour  inforceth  this  by 
propounding  the  example  of  our  heavenly  father,  who 
caufeth  the  fun  to  fhineupon  the  jufl:  and  unjull:,  Sec.  and 
commands  us  to  follow  his  example.  And  the  gofpcll  makes 
this  difference  only,  that  in  queftion  of  priority,  or  neceffi- 
ty  of  negleft  of  one,  the  faithfull  mud  be   preferred. 
Therefore  let  us  fee  fomething  of  like  authority  to  dif- 
penfe  with  ihefe  rules,  or  elfe  we  muft  conclude,  that  this 
(fo  farr  as  we  deale  in  it)  is  a  thing  that  concernes  us. 
2dly,  As  it  concerns  us  in  point  of  duty,  fo  doth  it  alfo  in 
point  of  danger.     I  have  (hewed  in  my  former  writing, 
how  Daulnay  hath  dealt  with  us  and  our  neighbour;?, 
when  he  was  weak,  what  principle?  he  is  afted   by,  and 
what  pretences  he  hath  againfl:  us  ;  and  all  hiflories  teach 
us  that  the  ambition  and  covetoufnes  of  conquerours  and 
fpoylers,  hath  always  increafed  with  their  power:  And 
iliall  we  not  believe  that  Daulnay  onely  will  be  more  calmed 
and  moderated  by  acceffe  of  200  foldiers,  and  4  or  5000 1. 
yearely  revenue  :  Let  the  larin  proverb  be  attended  as  well 
as  the  Germaine,and  that  will  tell  us  that  res  noflra  agitur, 
paries  cum  proximus  ardet.     I  may  flrengthen  this  con- 
cernment by  a  late  Germaine  liiflory.    When   the  bifliop 
of  Spiers  had  begun  to  raife  a  ftrong  fortification  upon  his 
owne  territories,  the  late  Palatine  of  Rhine  demoliflied  it 
by  force  of  armes  in  a  time  of  peace,  becaufe  it  might  be 
dangerous  to  him  if  warr  (hould  arife.     And  the  Lacede- 
monians being  in  league  with  the  Athenians  (their  owne 
city   being  uuwalled)  would  not  futfer  the  Athenians  to 

wall 
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wall  theirs,  becaufe  it  concerned  them  in  point  of  adva^i- 
tage.  And  it  hath  beene  ufual  for  the  States  of  Europe 
to  interpofe  in  quarrells  of  their  neighbour  States,  when, 
they  have  concerned  them  but  in  point  of  danger  onely. 
Now  for  your  difcourfe  about  our  diftindion  betweenc 
commanding  and  not  forbidding,  let  the  diflindlion  b'c 
rightly  ftated  as  it  concerns  our  pra(5iife,  and  not  as  you 
would  put  upon  us,  and  we  hope  it  will  hould  fo  wdl,  as- 
neither  theadvifers  nor  thea6lors  fliall  needeto  beafham- 
ed  to  owne  it.  We  difclaime  to  have  any  hand  in  yield- 
ing leave  lo  any  of  ours  to  go  make  warr  upon  Daulnay, 
but  this  we  owne  and  no  more,  that  we  gave  leave  to  fuch 
as  could  be  hyred,  &c.  to  accompany  La  Tour  and  to  coD- 
du6l  him  to  his  owne  place.  And  fuch  a  permiffion  as 
this  (though  it  were  a  commiffion  to  this  purpofe)  we 
fland  ftill  to  maintainc  is  no  undertaking  of  warr,  nor  a^l 
of  hoftility,  but  a  meere  liberty  of  commerce,  and  if  any 
blood  (lied  fliould  follow  upon  it,  it  is  aceidentall  and  not 
depending  uppon  this  as  any  caufc  of  it.  Nor  is  it  any 
juft  provocation  of  warr,  or  any  breach  of  peace,  nor  fo 
accounted  among  civil  dates.  I  (hall  cleare  it  by  an  in* 
fiance  or  two  both  private  and  public.  If  I  have  a  neigh- 
bour within  a  few  miles  of  me  fufpedled  to  be  a  robber,  if 
1  fend  my  fervant  to  beate  him  and  he  doth  fo,  I  am  a 
trefpa(rer ;  if  he  kill  him,  I  am  a  murderer.  But  if  a  tra- 
veller comes  by  and  tells  me  that  he  hath  a  chardge  about 
him,  and  he  is  afraid  to  goe  alone  on  his  journey  for  fearc 
of  fuch  a  man,  and  defires  me  to  let  my  fervant  go  with 
him  (if  he  be  willing)  though  it  may  be  dangerous  to  his 
life,  and  may  alfo  prove  danger  to  mee  or  mine  from  fuch 
robber:  And  if  the  traveller  be  now  fett  upon  by  this 
robber  and  my  fervant  kills  him,  we  may  both  juflify  it. 

1  v/ill  give  another  inftance.  A  merchant  of  Spaine 
being  in  London,  by  leave  of  the  King  of  England,  hires  a 
London  fiiip  to  rranfport  him  and  his  goods  into  Spaine  ; 
upon  the  way,  a  Holland  man  of  war  meetes  and  fights 
with  him,  and  men  are  fiainc  on  both  fides,  yet  without  any 
breach- of  peace  on.  either  fide,  or  any  ad  of  hoftility  in 

ihc 
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the  King  of  England,  as  it  would  have  beene  if  he  had 
granted  a  commifTion  to  alTauIt  the  Hollander  :    So  that 
you  may  fee  there  is  a  wide  difference  betweene  giveing 
commiflion  to  fight  and  giveing  leave  to  be  hyred  to  guard 
or  tranfport.     So  as  you  muft  needs  have  beene  miftakea 
in  the  right  flatinge  of  the  diftin6^ion,  or  eife  1  cannot 
conceive  what  your  apprehenfions  fnould  be  of  the  Englifli 
and  Irifh  and  Scottifh,  who  in  fo  greate  numbers,  for  thefe 
many  years,  have  ferved  the  States  againft  the  Spaniards,  and 
the  Spaniards  againft  the  States,    the  Swedes  againft    the 
Emperor,  and  e  contra^  without  any  breach  of  the  peace 
between  thofe  nations.     But,  admit  fuch  a  permillion  were 
againft  a  rule  offtate;  yet,  if  that  rule  of  (late  be  againft  the 
rule  of  charity,  it  will  not  be  hard  to  judge  which  muft  gi\c 
place.  1  will  conclude  thisargumentwith  that  which  I  touch- 
ed in  my  former  writing.  That  which  is  lawful  for  a  private 
perfon  to  do,  in  the  way  of  his  calling,  the  magiftrate  (if  he 
judge  it  expedient,  or  not  hurtfull  to  the  commonwealth) 
ought  to  furder,  or  nor  to  hinder  him   in  it.     But  it  is 
lawful  for  the  owners  and  mafters  of  fliipps,  and  is  in  the 
way  of  their  calling,  to  be  hyred  by  La  Tour,  to  convey 
him  to  his  rightfull  habitation,  and  w*e  judge  it  no  way 
hurtfull  but  advantagious  to  this  commonwealth  ;  there* 
fore  we  did  well,  according  to  the  duty  of  our  otEce,  in 
yielding  leave  to  them,  and  in  not  hindering  them.     And 
it  is  no  fufFicient  plea  againft  it,  to  fay  that  we  know  not 
the  juftice  of  hiscaufe;  for  that  will  not  concerne  us  in 
this  cafe  (and  yet  we  do  know  it  in  good  m.eafure)  But  if 
ourfliipps  ftiall  be  oppofed  in  their  lawfuil  courfe,  the  juf- 
tice of  their  caufe  will  lye  in  that :   As  for  example  :   A 
man  travaileing  in  a  waggon  in  England,  and  carrying  his 
goods  with  him,  his  creditor  fets  upon  the  waggon  to  take, 
his  debtors  goods  from  him  by  force,  the  waggoner  may 
defend  him  and  his  goods,  being  now  m  his  charge,  with- 
out any  refpecl  to  the  former  ingagemeut ;  for  the  juftice 
of  his  caufe  arifeth  upon  another  ground.    Neither  is  there 
any  need  to  fend  toDauhiay  before  they  goe  (no,  though 
they  weni  of  purpofe  to  fi^hc  with  him)  (or  btftdes  divers. 
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examples  in  fcriptUre  to  Warrant  the  forbearance  of  ir^ 
the  rale  in  Delit.  20.  10.  gives  other  dire<^iori  :  Wherii 
thou  corned  neere  to  a  city  to  fight  againft  it,  thou  (halt 
fend  to  offer  peace,  &c.  This  point  beitig  thus  cleared^ 
that  We  have  not  enterprifed  any  warre  in  this  our  pro- 
ceeding, all  your  cortiplaints  againft  us,  aiid  all  your  argu- 
tnents  tetiditlg  that  way  do  fall  to  the  ground.  This  is  not 
the  cafe,  neither  are  we  the  men,  and  therefore  I  fliall  not 
iieed  to  examine  your  reafons  and  allegations  againfl:  fuch  j 
tior  ani  1  willing  to  rtiention  thefe  pafTadges  wherein  our 
power  feerties  to  be  fo  much  flighted.  I  dare  not  believe 
that  you  intended  all  that  is  held  forth  in  them.  I  looke 
at  your  queries  alio  as  taifed  upon  the  fame  miftakeii 
grounds,  which  being  ndw  cleared  to  yoii,  yoti  will  eafily 
tefolve  yourfelves  abotit  them.  And  yet  this  I  will  pro- 
pound to  your  confideration,  which  may  be  a  full  anfwer 
to  them  all  in  the  tnod  knotty  coh(lru6ition,  viz.  If  our 
brethren  fliould  erre  in  theire  Way  and  thereby  bring  theni 
felves  itito  diftrelTe,  yet  (if  we  mUft  pardoh  them  upoil 
iheir  repehtaiice)  fure  We  iiiay  not  defert  them,  nor  hidd 
our  eyes  from  theire  mifery.  If  any  of  our  confederates 
(through  humane  infirmity)  fhould,  againfl:  their  covenanr, 
bring  a  juft  warre  upon  themfelves,  yet  if  they  call  to  us 
for  helpe,  and  tender  themfelves  to  equall  fatisfa£lion,  we 
mufl  not  leave  them  to  den:ru(flion.  No  relation  amongft 
inen  could  (land  or  be  lifefuil,  if  meere  errour  (which  we 
are  all  continually  fubje<fl  to)  might  diflblveit,  or  obfl:ru£i 
the  vitall  fpiric  which  (liould  breathe  in  it. 

Whereas  you  obje<5l  that,  in  this  permiliiorij  We  make 
the  fl^te  but  a  cypher :  I  anfwer,  the  (late  hath  the  fame 
iniliience  into  this  which  it  hath  into  other  merchants 
Voyages,  by  a  general  and  implicit  confeht,  which  may  be 
fiifRcient  in  fo  free  a  date  as  ours  is  ;  where  there  is  no 
refiraint  upon  pcrlons  or  (hips  (but  iipon  fpeciall  occafion) 
they  goe  and  come  at  their  liberty. 

Now  for  the  point  of  danger.  I  conceive,  firft,  the  rule 
of  the  ApofUe  Peter  Wl!)  hould  even  in  this  cafe;  while 
We  do  wcjl  we  are  nor  to  be  frighted  with  any  teri'O'ir. 
i^^M::1e>  there  ii  nocourfc  or  voyage  undcrf<>jkeii  by  us,  bnt 
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it  may  expofe  the  undertakers  to  peril],  and  may  occafjoa 
difpleafure  and  danger  to  us  from  abroad  ;  but  fuch  dan- 
gers have  not  hitherto  deterred  us  from  any  probable  way 
of  our  fafety  or  advantage  ;  nor  have  we  iudained  any 
harme  hitherto,  by  calting  ourfelves  upon  the  Lord  and 
his  good  providence  in  fuch  cafes.  1  will  remember  you 
of  fome.  \Vhen  we  (irH:  fet  up  reformation  in  our  church 
way,  cid  not  this  expofe  us  to  as  greate  an  hazard  as  wc 
could  run,  both  from  abroad  and  at  home  ?  Did  not  our 
friei.'ds  in  England,  many  of  them,  forewarne  us  of  it  ere 
we  came  away  P  Did  not  others  fend  letters  after  us,  to  de- 
terre  us  from  ir  ?  Did  not  fome  among  ourfelves  (and  rhofe 
no  meane  ones)  inculcate  our  inevitable  dangers  at  home, 
from  no  fmail  company  left  out  of  church  fellowlhip,  and 
civill  offices,  and  freedome  hitherto  ?  Yet  we  trufled  in 
God  (though  there  appeared  no  meanes  of  fafeiy)  and 
went  on  our  way ;  and  the  Lord  hath  dill  preferved  us 
and  fruflrated  all  councells  and  attempts  againft  us. 
Againe,  when  upon  grievous  complaints  againfl  us  to  the 
Lords  of  the  Privy  Counfel,  of  fuch  civil  innovations 
amongft  us  as  we  could  not  juflify  by  the  laws  of  that  (late, 
a  Unit  order  and  cotnmand  was  fent  to  us  to  deliver  up 
our  patent,  or  elfe  to  expe<ft  to  have  it  fetched  by  force, 
what  greater  danger  could  be  towards  us  than  appeared  in 
not  obeying  of  this  command  ?  Yet  we  had  then  courage 
enough  to  returne  an  anfwer  without  our  patent.  ^Vhen 
we  undertooke  a  warre  againfl  the  Pequots,  which  no  ne- 
cefTicy  put  us  upon,  but  only  in  point  of  confcience  (they 
had  done  us  no  injury)  on  others  behalfe,  there  were  more 
obje^iions  (in  point  of  dangerous  confcquences)  againfl  that, 
than  againfl  this;  our  friends  of  Piimouth  complained  of 
it,  and  vi^rote  to  us  accordingly  ;  fo  did  our  friends  of  Con- 
ne<rticot,  laying  forth  the  dangers  we  had  expofed  them 
unto  by  it,  wiihing  we  had  forborne  to  a  fitter  feafcn  ;  but 
neither  of  them  protefling  againfl  it :  Yet,  in  due  time,  the 
Lords  hand  appeared  in  it,  to  the  good  of  the  whcle 
country,  and  vt'e  felt  but  little  of  thofe  great  dangers  which 
were  juHly  lo  be  feared.  Our  inidiigence  was  believed, 
which  we  heard  long  fince,  and  hath  been  more  certainly 
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confirmed  of  late,  thac  the  jefuiiicalSrare^  have  had  an  evil 
eye  upon  us,  and  not  without  caufe  (as  ihemfelves  appre- 
hend) and  though  we  looke  at  this  as  the  head  of  aii  for- 
rein  enmity,  yet  the  Lord  hath  ft  ill  Taved  us,  and  that 
without  any  great  imprelTion  of  feare  upon  our  fpirits.  In 
the  treaty  about  our  confederacie,  the  doubtful  condruc- 
tion  of  it  in  England,  the  danger  from  a  General  Governor 
(efpecially  in  regard  of  our  brethren  of  Plimouth)  the 
neceflity  of  our  being  involved  in  the  quarrel  with  the 
Dutch,  on  the  bshalfeof  our  brethren  of  Hartford,  were 
taken  notice  of  by  the  general!  court  and  many  of  the 
elders,  Sec.  yet  neither  would  the  court  be  deterred  from 
entring  into  that  brotherly  league,  nor  were  our  elders  or 
people  troubled  with  feare  of  thofe  dangers.  And  now, 
lately,  when  we  received  Pumham  and  Sawconoco  in  to 
our  jurifdiclion,  the  generall  court  confidered  how  offen- 
five  it  would  be  to  the  Naraganfets,  and  fo  likely  to  ingage 
us  in  a  warre  with  iliem  ;  yet,  the  thing  being  lawful  and 
expedient  for  us,  and  giving  hope  of  opening  a  doore  to 
the  converfion  of  fome  of  them,  they  would  not  let  flipp 
the  opportunity  of  fuch  advantages,  for  the  feare  of 
doubtful  dangers.  More  I  m.ight  add  :  All  amounts  to 
this  fuir.me,  the  Lord  hath  brought  us  hither,  through 
the  fwelling  feas,  through  perilis  of  pyrates,  tempefts, 
leakes,  fires,  rocks,  fands,  difeafes,  ftarvings,  and  hath  here 
preferved  us  thefe  many  yeares  from  the  difpleafure  of 
Princes,  the  envy  and  rage  of  Prelates,  the  malignant  plots 
of  Jefuits,  the  mutinous  contentions  of  difcontented  per- 
fons,  the  open  and  fecrer  attempts  of  barbarous  Indians, 
thefeditious  and  undermineing  praclifes  of  hereticall  falfe 
brethren  ;  and  is  our  confidence  and  courage  all  fwaliowed 
\fp  in  the  feare  of  one  D'aulnay  .''  Admit  we  (hould  have 
ffepped  afice  out  of  our  way,  doth  the  favour  and  pro- 
tCiTtion  of  our  God  wholely  depend  upon  our  perfcfl 
walking?  Were  we  never  out  of  our  way  before,  under 
all  our  former  mercies  and  deliverances?  Did  Abraham, 

K  2  Ilaack, 

*  They  were  in  great  fear  of  the  French  \T;ier>  they  fettled,  under 
R'chlieu,  at  Port  Royal  and  afterwards,  when  D'.^ulaay  canae  V) 
reooWc«^u     See  3'Iafa..  Hijl:^-j,  V.  I.  ;>.  iS. 
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Ifaack,  Jacob,  David,  Jchofaphat,  the  people  of  Ifrael, 
Judas,  and  others,  never  find  prote<^ion  and  deliverance, 
when,  by  inlirniiry,  they  v^'ere  found  to  be  out  of  their 
way  ?  If  they  did,  why  may  not  we  ftiil  leeke  and  hope 
for  the  Hke,  fec-^ing  the  Lords  mercies  indure  for  ever  ? 
For  my  part  (if  there  were  not  other  fms,  which  God  may 
have  a  controverfie  wifh  us  for)  I  fhould  little  feare  any 
harme  from  this.  If  any  breach  were  made  in  our  peace, 
thiis  is  not  the  way  to  make  it  up.  We  may  bring  more 
difpleafure  and  danger  upon  ourfelves,  by  the  divifionsand 
breaches  of  rule  which  may  be  occafioned  by  our  unfea- 
fonabie  driveings  about  that  which  is  now  pad  remedie, 
than  would  otherwife  arife  from  any  mifcarriage  in  the 
bufines  it  felfe,  in  the  word  conilru^tion  that  can  be  made 
thereof. 

The  feare  of  man  bringeth  a  fnare ;  but  he  that  truft- 
eth  in  the  Lord  jfliall  be  iafe.  Prov.  29.  24. 

J.  w.  a 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Simon  Bradftreet  to 
Governor  Winthrop. 

Right  worthy  Sir, 

I  Received,  together  with  others,  two  letters  from  your 
feife,  concerning  the  French  affaire,  and  had  I  not 
Loped  that  you  fhould  have  receaved  a  finail  anfwer  frotn 
i.s  longe  before  tlii:i  lyme,  I  ihould  not  have  been  (o  huge, 
filent,  nor  (hewed  foe  much  feeming  negle6t,  but  being 
now  almoil:  out  of  hope  of  accomplifhing  that  which  was 
intended,  1  thought  meete  10  preient  you  with  thefefew 
lyncs.  Kowe  unpleafmg  it  was  to  mee  for  to  expreiTe 
my  fclfe  by  word  or  writeing  contrary  to  the  apprehen- 
fioQ  of  your  felfe  and  otlier  friends,  both  godly  and  wife, 
whome  I  both  love  and  honour,  hee  that  is  the  fearcher 
of  iieans  kuoweth  ;  and  howe  farr  it  was  from  my  will 

or 
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or  iotenr,  when  I  felt  my  hand  to  that  letter  you  receaved, 
to  caft  any  diihonour  upon  your  felfe  or  others,  I  hope 
in  tyme  youfliall  know  and  be  fully  perfuaded  of.  The 
truth  is,  our  ayding  of  Latour  was  very  grievous  to  many 
hereabouts,  the  defigne  being  feared  to  be  unwarrantable 
by  dy vers,  as  the  cafe  ftands  with  us ;  of  which  number  I 
con FelTe  I  was,  and  foe  (till  rem-ine  one,  and  though  the 
bufmefs  was  foe  farr  proceeded  in  before  wee  write  the 
letter,  as  (for  my  parte)  I  had  noe  hope  of  (layeing  the 
(hippes,  yet  fome  of  us  thought  It  might  be  of  good  ufc 
to  intimate  that  fome  cautions  might  be  given  to  thofc 
that  went,and  they  be  ftri^lly  required  toobferve  thefame, 
that  foe  the  undertaking  myght  be  preferved  from  fmne 
and  the  common  wealth  from  damage,  foe  much  as  the 
cafe  was  capable  of,  which  cautions  if  refufed,  then  to  fig* 
nifie  under  our  hands,  our  not  confenting  to  the  proceed- 
ing, with  our  reafons  thereof;  but  for  any  proteft.irioii 
againfi:  the  aft,  condemning  it,  we  never  intended  it,  buc 
frequently  fully  and  exprefly  declined  it,  foe  the  fending 
the  letter  without  ihofe  cautions  and  after  the  fnippes 
were  gone,  concernes  thofe  to  anfwer  that  did  it,  for  my 
parte  I  was  mnch  troubled  att  it  fo  foone  as  I  he ud  of  it. 
What  errors  may  be  found  in  our  letter  for  marter  or 
manner  of  expreffion  (it  being  intended  noe  ofherwife  than 
I  have  expreffed)  1  (hall  be  farr  from  owncing  or  juftifye- 
ing  when  they  fl^ali  appear;  this  I  can  truly  fay,  wee  were 
foiiicifoufiy  carefull  (according  to  the  little  tyme  wee  hdd) 
not  to  write  any  thing  that  might  be  matter  of  juH:  offence, 
and  I  hope  a  favourable  interpretation  of  words  (our  in- 
tention being  rightly  underfloode)  may  free  it  from  blame. 
Concerneing  the  arguments  you  alledge  to  warrant  the  de- 
figne, I  (liall  forbear  faying  any  thing  att  prefent,  not 
haveing  either  of  your  letters  by  mee,  but  rather  leave 
them  to  be  anfwered  by  the  elders,  whoe  it  is  likely  wiii 
iliortly  vifit  you  upon  other  accounts,  and  for  my  felfe  I 
hope  to  waite  upon  you  att  the  court,  when  wee  may  have 
opportunity  to  fpeak  further  about  the  fame;  and  for 
jtjiofg  mmy  heavy  imputations,  which  your  lafl  lener 
K  ^  chargeth 
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chargeth  us  wirh,  being  chiefely  grounded  upon  the  tyme 
and  manner  of  fending  our  lerter  (of  which  I  had  noe 
knowledge)  I  hope  you  will  fee  caufe  to  cxcufe  mce  oP, 
as  noe  wayesdiicerning  the  fame,  foe  humbly  praying  the 
God  of  love  and  peace  to  preferve  us  in  peace  and  unity, 
and  this  whole  plantation  from  wayes  of  fm  and  provoca- 
tion, I  remain  your  worfliips  unfeynedly 

to  love  and  fear  you  in  the  Lord, 

2  1(1  of  6th  mo.  1643.  Simon  Bradftreet. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Endccott  to  Governor 
'    Winthrop,  about  the  Mlfdemcanors  of  Griffin's 
Company  at   Glouceftcr. 

Dearefl:  Sir, 

IHfun'  nothing  further  of  Glocefter  bufines  till  the  3d 
day  of  this  week  at  even,  when  I  received  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Blinnian,    together  wirh  a  complaint   of  the  towne 
again  ft  G  ri  (Fens  com  pan  ie  for  feveral  mifdemeanors.    And 
at  che  foure  of  the  complaint  a  referrence  from  yourfelfe 
and  3  other  magiil races  to  me,  for  the  redreiTe  of  them. 
I  therefore  difparched  away  a  melTenger  betimes  the  next 
morning,  with  a  letter  to  Mr.  GrilTen,  that  he  would  fend 
me  fuch  of  his  men  whofe  names  I  had  underwritten  his 
letter,  to  anfwer  to  the  mifdemeanors  of  fabbath-breaking, 
fwearing  and  drunkennes :  And  withall  1  fent  a  letter  with 
inflructions  to  Mr.  Biinman,  with  a  v/arrant  addrefTed  to 
the  conllable.     That  if  Mr.  Griffen  wcHild  not  fend  his 
men,  that  the  condable  fliould   arrach  their  perfons  and 
bring  them  before  mee:    If  they  did  refift  or  refufe,  not 
to  ftrive  \mh  them  nor  to  ufe  any  provoking  termes,  but 
to  take  witnes  of  their  carriadge  and  to  returne  mee  an 
anfwer  J  which  here  i  h<rvQ  fent  you  inclofed.     I  would 
have  proceeded  againft  them  accofding  to  your  former  di^- 
rectious  (to  wit)  with  forces  but  I  had  rather,  if  you  fee 
good,  xryc  iirft  ajioito  way,  which  is,  to  imd  a  prohibition. 
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under  your  and  divers  of  the  magidrates  hands  be- 
iides,  forbidding  Mr.  Steephens  and  the  reft  oF  the  fliip- 
carpenters  there,  or  any  where  within  this  jurifdi^lion,  up- 
on feme  penaltie,  not  to  worke  a  (troke  of  worke  more 
upon  Mr.  GrifFens  fiiip  till  they  had  further  order  from 
the  Governor,  Sec.  1  defire  therefore  to  heare  from  you 
what  you  would  have  done.  In  the  meane  tyme,  I  have 
vvricten  away  another  letter  to  Mr.  Griifsn,  wilhing  him 
to  counfeil  his  men  (if  he  cannot  command  them)  to  fub- 
mitt  to  authoritie,  feeing  they  (land  out  to  their  owne 
lofs  and  difadvantage.  What  his  returne  will  be  you  fliall 
heare  aflbone  as  1   can  fend  it. 

I  pray  you,  good  Sir,  let  me  be  CKCufed  from  coming 
to  this  court,  for  I  am  not  fitted  for  winter  journeys,  and 
for  fuch  bad  wayes  as  we  mud  paiTe. 

I  want  much  to  heare  of  your  fonnes  iron  and  (leele. 
If  the  country  wili  not  be  incouraged  by  fo  ufcfiili  a  de- 
figne,  to  enlardge  themfelves  for  the  advantage  of  it,  I 
know  not  what    wiii. 

The  Lord  our  good  God  in  mercy  keepe  you  and 
yours,  to  whofe  grace  I  commit:  you  and   reft 

Yours  truely  and  unfeigned ly, 

Salem,  I.  10  mo.  164^.  Jo.  Endecott. 

I  am  glad  to  heare  of  your  fonne  Mr. 
Sreevens  fafe  returne,  togeher  wirh 
his  beloved.  I  defire  to  be  kindly 
remembred  to  them  both. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Endecott  to  Governor 
VVinthrop. 

Dearefl  Sir, 

Imuil  needs  acknowledge  I  was  fomewhat  grieved  when 
1  heard  of  Haddock's  cariadge  to  yourfelfe,  aiid  Mr. 
Paynes  ftaying  aboard  that  they  could  not  be  commanded 
afliore  upon  any  occafion.  I  thought  then  of  Cadle  IHand 
that  it  would  be  of  good   ufe  to  conu'ole  fuch  fellowes  : 

K  4  But 
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But  to  be  any  ftrens^th  to  your  towne  or  countric  I  cannot 
fee  it.  I  veriely  think  that  the  country  will  be  verie  wil- 
ling that  there  may  be  a  fort  there,  built  at  the  chardges 
pf  the  townes  thereabouts :  An(i  io  underfland  their  wiU 
Jingnefs  or  confent  to  it,  1  think  it  may  be  done  by  ^vhat  is 
propounded,  viz.  to  fend  to  the  raagiftrates  and  deputies, 
or,  if  you  fee  good,  to  the  magiftrates  and  deputies  of  the 
feveral  Ihires,  who  may  eafily  come  together  without  any 
chardge  to  the  counirie.  We  have,  here  in  Eflex,  appoint- 
ed a  day  to  meet  at  Salem,  viz,  the  2  2d  of  the  next  month, 
to  coniJder  of  feme  thinge  for  the  common  wealth,  acr 
cording  to  an  order  of  court.  Now  then  I  think  it  will  be 
fooiiC  enough  to  fend  in  our  counfell  or  confent  therein, 
feeing  little  can  be'done  to  the  work  in  the  meane  tymc. 

1  heare  you  have  great  fights  upon  the  water  feen  be- 
iweene  the  callle  and  the  towne  ;  men  walking  on  the 
water  in  the  night  ever  fince  the  (hippe  was  blown  up,  or 
fire  in  the  Ihapeof  men.  There  are  verie  few  doe  believe 
it,  yet  here  is  a  great  report  pf  it  brought  from  thence  the 
lad  day  of  the  week. 

The  maid^  is  now  going  alone^  with  us  to  Orchard,-]- 
where  your  fonne  fhall  be  heartilie  welcome. 

I  am  gl^d  that  the  Mohawks  newes  is  falfe  The  LorcJ 
continue  peace  unto  us  if  it  be  his  bleiled  will,  to  wbofe 
grace  I  committ  you,  and  ever  rell  your  alTured  loving 

friend  and  fervant, 
29  of  mo.  II.  1643.  Jo.  Endecotr, 


Copy  of  a  Letter   from   Sir  William  Berkeley, 
Governor  of  Virginia,  to   the   Governonr   of 
New-England,  about  Mr.  C^ew'?  Servapts. 

Worthy  Sir, 

HAving  received  intelligence  and  complaint  from  Mr^ 
John  Chew,  merchant,  that  certaine  of  his  fervant^ 
being  run  away  about  May  1643,  and  are  now  refident 

■       \^ 
f  Mr.  Endecou's  daughter,  thU  beiug  the  kaguagc  of  tl^e  dav. 
f  Hh  farip  3  Of  4  naiifs  ffopa  Salens j  '  ""    ^ 
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jn  your  coflony  of  New-England,  I  defire  you  will  pleafe 
to  aflid:  this  Gentleman,  the  bearer,  in  the  regaining  of 
them  by  all  poiTible  means  that  may  be,  it  being  but  an  ac- 
cnftomed  favour  reciprocally  (hown  upon  all  occafions, 
eyther  to  other,  in  which  at  noe  ryme  we  ihall  be  defec- 
tive as  we  expert  the  like  from  you ;  he  hath  made  it  ap-^ 
pear  in  court  rhey  are  his  fervanrs  ;  their  names  are  Walter 
Joy,  William  Woodhead,  and  Henry  King,  alias  Eny,  foe 
pot  doubting  of  your  alTillance  herein  1  reft, 

Your  fervant. 
Virginia  12th  Jane  J644.  William  Berkely. 


Copy  of  a   Letter   from  Sir  Henry  Vane*   to 
Governor  Winthrop. 
Honoured  Sir, 

I  Received  yours  by  your  fonne,  and  was  unwilling  to 
let  him  returne  without  telling  you  as  much.  The 
exercife  and  troubles  which  God  is  pleafed  to  lay  upoQ 
jhefe  kingdomes  and  the  inhabitants  in  them,  teaches  us 
patience  and  forbearance  one  with  another  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  though  there  be  difference  in  our  opinions,  which 
makes  rae  hope  that,  from  the  experience  here,  it  may  alfo 
be  derived  to  yourfelves,  leaft  while  the  congregationall 
way  amongft  you  is  in  its  freedom,  and  is  backed  with 
power,  it  teach  its  oppqgners  here  toextirpa:e  it  and  roote 
it  pur,  from  its  owne  principles  and  pra61ice,  I  fhall  need 
fay  noe  more  knowing  your  fonne  can  acquaint  you  parti- 
cularly with  our  aflairs.  Sir  I  am 

Your  affectionate  friend, 
and  fervant  in  Chrid, 
June  10.  1645,  H.  Vane. 

Pray  commend  me  kindly  to  your  wife, 
Mr.  Cotton  and  his  wife,  and  the  reft 
of  my  friends  with  you. 

Copy 

^  Mr.  Winthrop  had  obliged  Mr.  Vane  to  leave  the  Maflachufets 

a(7d  return  to  England.     This  letter  was  wrote  when  Mr.Vane's 

ictereft  in  Parliament  was  very  great.     It  fhews  a  good  fpiclt 

'«ni?  the  reproof  is  decfat  as  w^U  as  Jeafonajjle. 
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A  Declaration  of  former  Paflages  and  Proceedings 
betwixt  the  Englifh  and  the  Narrowganfctts, 
with  theire  Confederats.  wherein  the  Grounds 
and  Juliice  of  the  enfueing  Warre  arc  opened 
and  cleared. 

Publiflied^  by  Order  of  the  CommifTioneri?  of  the  United 
Colonics  at  Bollon,  the  t  ith  of  the  6th  Month,  1645. 

THE  mofl  connder^bJe  part  of  the  Englifh  colonies 
profelTe  they  came  into  thefe  parts  of  rhe  world 
with  defire  to  advance  the  kingdome  of  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrifl:,  and  to  enjoy  his  precious  ordinances  wiih  peace  ; 
and  (to  his  praife  they  confefTe)  he  hath  not  failed  theire 
expe(51ation  hitherto,  they  have  found  fafety,  warmth  and 
l^efrefbing  under  his  wings,  to  the  fati>fa61ion  of  theire 
foules.  But  they  know  and  have  confidered  that  theire 
Lord  and  Mafter  is  King  of  righteoufnes  and  peace,  that 
he  gives  anfwerable  lawes,  and  cafls  his  fubje6ls  into  fuch 
a  mould  and  frame,  that  (in  theire  weake  meafurt)  they 
may  houid  forth  his  vertues  in  theire  courfe  and  carriage, 
not  onely  with  the  nations  of  Europe,  but  with  the  bar- 
barous natives  of  this  wildernes.  And  accordingly,  both 
in  their  treaties  and  converfe,  they  have  had  an  awfull 
refpe6l  to  divine  rules,  endeavouring  to  walke  uprightly 
and  inoffenfively,  and  in  the  middell  of  many  injuries  and 
infolencies,  to  exercife  much  patience  and  long  fuffrance 
towards  them. 

The  Pequotts  grew  to  an  excefTe  of  violence  and  out- 
rage, and  proudly  turned  alide  from  all  wayes  of  juftice 
and  peace,  before  the  fword  was  drawne  or  any  hofliie 
attempts  made  againft  them.  During  thofe  wa^res,  and 
after  the  Pequotts  were  fubdued,  the  Engliih  colonies 
were  carefull  to  continue  and  eftablidi  peace  with  the  reft 
of  the  Indians,  both  for  the  prefent  and  for  pofterity,  as 
by  feverall  treatyes  with  the  Narrowganfet  and  Mohiggin 
Sagamores  may  appeare.      Which  treaties,  for  a  while, 

were 

*  Made  publick,  I  never  met  with  it  in  f  rint. 
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were  in  fome  good  meafure  ducly  obfcrved  by  all  the  In- 
dians; bur,  of  late,  the  Narrowganfcts,  and  especially  the 
Nyanticks  theire  con Federats,  have  many  wayes  injiirioufly 
broken  and  violated  the  fame,  by  inrertaineing  and  keeping 
amongft  them,  not  oneiy  many  of  the  Pequot  nation,  but 
fuch  of  them  as  have  had  theire  hands  in  the  blood  and 
murther  of  the  Englifli,  feizing  and  pofTeffing  at  leaft  a 
part  of  the  Pequot  country ;  which,  by  right  of  conqued, 
appertaines  to  the  Englifli ;  by  allowing  or  harbouring  and 
wirhhoulding  fevera'l  Pequot  captives  fled  from  the  En- 
glifli, and  making  proud  and  infolent  returnes  when  they 
were  redemanded.  And,  more  lately,  the  Englifli  had 
manie  flrong  and  concurrent  Indian  tefliimonies  from  Long 
Ifland,  Uncowa)^,  Hartford,  Kinnibeck,  and  other  parts, 
of  M-iantonimoes  ambitious  defignes,  travelling  through 
all  the  plantations  of  the  neighbouring  Indians,  and,  by 
promifes  and  gifts,  labouring  to  make  himfelfe  their  uni* 
verfai  Sagamore  or  commander,  perfuadeing  and  engage- 
ing  them,  at  once,  to  cut  off  the  whole  bodie  of  the  Englifli 
in  thofe  parts.  Which  treacherous  plotts  were  confirmed 
by  the  Indians  generall  preparations  in  mefTages,  infolencies 
and  outrages  againfl:  the  Englifli  and  fuch  Indians  as  were 
fubjefls  or  friends  to  them ;  fo  that  the  Englifli  colonies, 
to  theire  greate  charge  and  damage,  were  forced  to  arme, 
to  keep  flrong  watch,  day  and  night,  and  fome  of  them  to 
travel]  with  convoyes  from  one  plantation  to  another,  and 
when  Miantonimo,  in  his  circular  travel),  was  queflioned 
at  Newhaven  concerneing  thefe  things,  inflead  of  other 
and  better  fatlsfacSlion,  he  threatned  tocutt  off  any  Indians 
head  that  fliould  lay  fuch  a  charge  upon  him  to  his  face. 

The  commiffioners,  by  the  premiffcs,  obferved  Mianto- 
nimoes  proud  and  treacherous  difpofition,  yec  thought  not 
fitt  to  proceed  againfl:  him  in  that  refpedl-,  till  they  had 
.colIe6^ed  more  legall  and  convinceing  proofe. 

But  while  thefe  things  were  under  deliberation,  Mian- 
tonimo was  brought  prifoner  by  Uncas  to  Hartford,  and 
the  cafe  being  opened  and  cleared  as  followeth,  he  craved 
i-he  £omiuiiIiGners  advifchow  toproceed  with  him. 

It 
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It  appeared  that  in  a  treatie  made  with  the  Englifb,  at 
the  Maflachufetts  Anno  1637.  Miantonlmo  engaged  him- 
felfe  not  to  fight  with  any  of  the  Indians,  and  particularly 
not  to  invade  Uncas  without  the  Englifli  confent ;  and  af- 
ter in  a  tripartite  agreement  made  and  concluded  at  Hart- 
ford betwixt  Miantoniino  and  Uncas  with  reference  to- 
the  Englifli,  Anno  i6^S,  in  which  one  of  the  articles 
runns.  That  though  either  of  the  fald  Indian  Sagamores 
fliould  receive  injury  from  the  other,  yer  neither  of  them 
fiball  make  or  begin  warre,  until!  they  had  appealed  to  the 
Englifh,  and  till  their  grievances  were  firO:  heard  and  de- 
termined, and  if  either  of  them  fliould  refufe,  the  Englifh 
might  afTift  againil,  and  compell  the  refufeing  and  obfti-' 
Bate  partie. 

Notwithftanding  which,  Miantonimo  and  his  confede- 
rates have  both  forcibly  and  openly  plotted  and  pradlifed 
againfl:  the  life  of  Uncas  not  at  all  acquainting  the  Englifli 
or  advifmg  with  them  ;  but  more  efpecially  of  late,  (lace 
^he  forementioned  plotts  and  defignes  were  in  hand. 

Firfl:,  a  Pequott  Indian,  one  of  Uncas  his  fubjecls,  in  the 
fpring  1643,  ayming  at  Uncas  life,  fliot  him  with  an  ar- 
row through  the  arme,  and  prefently  fled  to  the  Narrow- 
ganfetts  or  their  confederates,  boafting  in  the  Indian  plan- 
tations that  he  had  killed  Uncas.  But  when  it  was  known 
that  Uncas  (though  wounded)  was  alive,  the  Pequot 
(taught  as  was  fuppofed)  changed  his  note,  afHrming  that 
Uncas  had  cut  through  his  owne  arme  witli  a  flint,  and 
had  hired  him  to  fay  he  had  fliott  and  killed  him. 

Miantonimo,  being  fent  for  by  the  governour  of  the 
MaiTachufetts  upon  another  occafion, brought  this  Pequott 
with  him  and  would  have  covered  him  with  the  former 
difguife,  but  when  the  Englifh,  out  of  his  own  mouth, 
found  him  guilty  and  would  have  fent  him  to  Uncas  his 
Sagamore,  Miantonimo  carneftly  defired  he  might  not  be 
taken  out  of  his  hands,  promifmg  he  would  fend  him  fafe 
to  Uncas  to  be  examined  and  puniflied. 

But  feareing  (as  it  feems)  his  own  treachery  would  bz 
difcovered  in  a  day  or  twoe,  he  flopped  the  Pequot ts 
niputh  by  cutting  oIFhis  beadej  but  at  parting  he  tould 

ths 
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ihe  governour  in  difcontcnt  that  he  would  come  no  more 
to  Boflon. 

After  this  feme  attempts  were  made  (as  is  reported)  to 
take  away  Uncas  life  b>y  poyfon,  and  by  forceryj  thefe 
faileing,  feme  of  SeqaaiTons  companie  (an  Indian  Sagamord 
allycd  unto  and  an  intimate  confederate  with  Miantonimo) 
(liott  at  Uncas,  with  an  arrow  or  two,  as  he  was  goeing 
downe  Connecticut  river. 

Uncas,  according  to  the  forementioned  treatie  (1638) 
complained,  and  theEnglilh,  by  mediation,  fought  to  make 
peace,  but  SequafTon  expreffing  his  dependance  on  Mian*- 
tonimo  refufed,  and  chofe  warre.  They  fought  and  Uncas 
had  the  vi£lory, 

Laft!y,Mianionimo,without  any  provocation  fromUncas 
(unlefs  the  difappointment  of  former  plotts  provoked)  and 
fuddenly,without  denouncing  warre,came  upon  theMoheg* 
gins  with  900  or  1 000  men,when  Uncas  had  not  halfe  fo 
many  to  defend  himfelfe.  Uncas,  before  the  battle,  tould 
Miantonimo  that  he  had  many  wayes  fought  his  life,  and 
for  the  fparing  of  bloud  offered  by  a  fmgle  combate  be- 
twixt themfelves  to  end  the  quarrelK  But  Miantonimo 
prefuming  upon  his  number  of  men,  would  have  nothing 
but  a  battle.  The  iiTue  fell  contrary  to  expectation,  his 
men  were  routed,  divers  of  confiderable  note  ilaine,  and 
himfelfe  taken  prifoner. 

Thefe  things  being  duely  we'^hed,  the  commiffioners 
judged  that  Uncas  could  not  be  fafe  while  Miantonimo 
lived  :  Wherefore,  they  thought  he  might  juftly  put  fuch 
a  treacherous  and  blood- thirdy  enemy  to  death  ;  but  ad*- 
vifed  him  to  doe  it  in  his  ownejurifdi<Slion, without  torture 
or  cruelty.^ 

And  Uncas,  having  hitherto  (hewed  himfelfe  a  friend 
to  the  En^^lifh,  and  in  this  and  former  outrages  (according 
to  the  trearie)  craveing  therre  advife,  if  the  Narrowganfetcs 
or  theirconfederatesiiiould,  for  his  juft  execution,  unjufljy 
aiTault  him,  the  commiffioners  for  the  colonies  promifed  to 
aflift  and  proted  him.  Uncas 

♦  The  befi:  that  can  be  faid  of  this  advice  is,  that  it  was  politick. 
Miantonimo  was  a  man  of  great  Ipirit.  The  Englilli  were  ia 
FT.ore  fer.r  ofhiin  thaa  of  any  ciher  Indian  upon  ihe  coniinent. 
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Uncas  hereupon  flew  an  ennemie,  bat  not  the  enmity 
againfl:  him.  The  Narrowganfetts  foon  fell  to  new  con- 
trivements.  They  pretended  they  had  payd  a  ranfomefor 
theire  Sachems  life,  and  gave  in  particulars  to  the  value  of 
about  fourty  pounds.  This,  for  a  while,  caft  an  imputation 
of  foule  and  unjull:  dealing  upon  Uncas :  But,  in  September 
1644,  theEnglifli  coramilTioners,  meeting  at  Hartford,  fenc 
for  the  Narrowganfett  Sachems,  or  theire  deputies,  defire- 
jng  they  might  be  inibu6led  to  make  good  theire  charge. 
Uncas  came  himfelfe  ;  they  fent  theire  deputies.  But 
after  due  examination  it  appeared,  though  fome  loofe  dif- 
courfe  had  paflTed  that,  for  iuch  quantities  of  waompum  and 
fuch  parcelis  of  other  goods,  to  a  greate  value,  there  might 
have  been  fome  probability  of  fpareing  his  life,  yet  no  fuch 
parcelis  were  brought,  and  the  Narrowganfett  deputies 
did  not  alledge,  much  lefTe  prove,  that  any  ranfome  was 
agreed,  nor  fo  much  as  any  ferious  treatie  begun  to  re- 
deeme  theire  imprifoned  Sachem  ;  and  as  for  the  waom- 
pum and  goods  fent,  as  they  were  but  fmall  parcelis,  and 
fcarce  confiderable  for  fuch  a  purpofe,  fo  they  were  dif- 
pofed  of  by  Miantonimo  himfelfe,  to  fundry  perfons,  for 
curtefies  received  during  his  iraprifonment,  and  upon  hope 
of  further  favour. 

The  Narrowganfett  deputies  faw  theire  proofes  fell 
farre  ihort  of  former  pretences,  and  were  filenr.  The 
coramifTioners  promifed',that,  upon  better  evidence  here- 
after, they  fliould  have  due  fatisfa6tion. 

Whereupon  a  truce  was  made,  and  boih  parties  were  in- 
gaged  that  all  hoftility  fliould  ceafe  till  planting  time  1  6^^, 
and  after  that  they  would  give  thirty  dayes  warning  either 
at  the  MalTachufetts  or  Hartford  before  the  truce  fliould 
ceafe.  Yet  in  February  lafl:,  the  Narrowganfetts  by  mef- 
fengers  fent  to  Boilon,  declared  that  unlefs  Uncas  would 
render  i6ofadom  of  waompum,  or  come  to  a  new  heare- 
ing  vt'ithin  flx  weekes  they  would  begin  the  warre. 

This  crofled  the  former  agreement,  and  the  feafon  was 
fuch  that  neither  the  commiflloners  could  be  advifed  with, 
nor  could  Uncas  travel  if  notice  had  been  given.  After 
which  about  or  before  planting  time  Tantaqucifon  a  Mo- 

begin 
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begin  captain e  who  took  Miantonimo  prifoner  was  dange- 
roQlly  and  treacheroufly  wounded,  at  night,  as  he  flcpt  ia 
his  wigwam,  and  other  hoftile  arts  were  on  both  parts  at- 
tempted in  a  private  and  underhand  way,  as  ihey  could  rake 
advantage  oneagainft  the  other. 

But  lince  the  Narrowganfetts  have  at  fcveral  times  open- 
ly invaded  Uncas  (o  that  Conne61icut  and  New-Havea 
were  forced,  according  to  ingagement,  to  fend  men  from 
thofe  colonies  for  his  prefent  defence,  but  with  expreffe 
dire<^ion  not  to  begin  any  oiFenfive  warre  againft  theNar- 
rowganfetts  or  their  confederates  till  funher  order. 

In  the  mean  time,  melTengers  were  fent  to  the  Narrow- 
ganfetts from  the  generall  court  in  the  Maflachufeits  fig- 
nifyeing  the  com^niiTioners  meeteing,  promifing  their  grie- 
vances (hould  be  fully  and  juftly  heard  ;  and  requiring 
a  cefTation  of  warre  in  the  meane  time,  but  they  refufed ; 
and  hcareing,  probably,  that  the  Englifli  from  the  Weflerne 
colonies  were  returned,  they  made  a  new  aflault  upoa 
Uncas,  and  have  done  him  much  hurt. 

The  commiilioners  being  met  fent  melTengers,  the  fecond 
time,  both  to  the  Narrowganfetts  and  Moheggin  Indians, 
minding  them  of  the  former  treatie  and  truce,defiring  thetu 
to  fend  their  deputies  inif  ru6ted  and  furniilied  with  autho* 
riry  to  declare  and  open  the  grounds  of  the  warr,  to  give 
and  receive  due  fatisfadion,  and  to  relfore  and  fettle  peace. 

At  firfl:,  the  Narrowganfett  Sachem  gave  a  reafonable 
faire  anfwer,  that  he  would  fend  guides  with  them  to  the 
Moheggins,  and  if  Uncas  permitted  he  would  fend  his  de- 
puties to  the  commiiTioners,  and,  during  eight  dayes,  hofli- 
lity  llaoLild  ceafe  ;  but  he  foone  repented  of  his  moderations^ 
tould  the  Engliih  melTengers  his  mind  was  changed,  fenc 
private  inftrucftions  to  the  Nyaniick  Sachem,  after  the  de- 
livery of  which  there  was  nothing  but  proud  and  infolent 
paffages;  the  Indian  guides  which  the  Englifli  melTengers 
brought  with  them  from  Pum ham  and  Scconoco,  were 
by  frownes  and  threatning  fpeeches  difcouraged,  and  re- 
turned ;  no  other  guides  could  be  obtained,  though  much 
prelTed  ;  they  knew  (as  they  exprefTed  themfelves)  by  the 
courfe  held  at  Hartford  the  lad  ycare,  that  the  commiffio- 

Ders 
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ners  would  mediate  and  prefTe  for  peace,  but  they  were 
refolved  to  have  no  peace  without  Uncas  his  head,  it 
mattered  not  who  began  the  warre,  they  were  refolved 
to  continue  it;  the  Englifh  (hould  withdrawc  theire  gar- 
rifon  from  Uncas,  or  they  would  take  it  as  i  breach  of 
former  covenants,  and  would  procure  as  many  Moquakes^ 
as  the  Englifh  fhould  afTronc  them  with  ;  that  they  would 
lay  the  Englifh  cattle  on  heapes  as  high  as  theire  houfes ; 
that  no  Englifh  man  fliould  (lepp  out  of  his  houfc  to  pilfe, 
but  he  (hould  be  killed. 

They  reviled  Uncas,  charged  him  with  cutting  through 
his  owne  arme,  and  faying  the  Narrowganfetts  had  fhott 
him ;  affirmed,  that  he  would  now  murder  the  Englifh 
meffengers,  as  they  went  or  returned,  (if  he  had  opportu- 
nity) and  lay  it  upon  the  Narrowganfetts. 

The  Englifh  meficngers,  upon  this  rude  and  uncivill 
ufage*  wanting  guides  to  proceed,  and  fear  ing  danger,  re- 
turned to  the  Narrowganfetts,  acquainted  Peficus  with 
the  former  paiTages,  and  defircd  guides  from  him,  ht 
(iafcorne,  as  they  apprehended  it)  offered  ihem  an  ould 
Pequot  fquawe,  but  would  afibrd  no  other  guides.  There 
alfo  they  conceived  themfelves  to  be  in  danger,  three  In- 
dians with  hatchets  (landing  behind  the  interpreter  in  d 
fufpicious  manner,  vvhilil  he  was  fpeaking  with  PeiicuSj 
and  the  reft  frowneing  and  expreffing  much  diftemper  in 
theire  countenance  and  carriage.  The  Englifh  meffen- 
gers,  not  hopemg  for  better  fucccfTe  at  that  time,  dep-irted  ; 
telling  Peficus,  that  if  he  would  returne  any  other  anfwcr, 
he  fhould  fend  it  to  the  Englifh  tradeing  houfe,  where  they 
intended  to  lodge  that  night.  In  the  morning,  he  invited 
them  to  rerurne,  and  promifed  them  a  guide  to  Uncas,  but 
would  grant  no  ceiTation  of  armes.  When  they  came  to 
Providence,  they  underflood  that,  in  their  abfence,  a  Nar- 
rowganfett  Indian  had  been  there,  and  faiileing  himfelFe  to 
be  of  Connedlicot,  fpake  in  that  dialed!,  but  could  not  put 
off  the  Narrowganfett  tone.  He  tould  Beiiedift  Arnolds 
wife  (who  well  underihnds  the  Indian  Icin^uac^e)  that\he 
Englilh  meffengers  (hould  notpalTe  to  the  Moheggins ; 

he 

*  Maquas  or  Mohawk?. 
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he  knew  they  fhould  have  no  guides,  but  (hould  be  de- 
llroyed  in  the  woods,  as  they  travelled  towards  Uncas. 

Thus  the  Engliih  mefTengers  returned,  and  the  inter- 
preter, under  his  hand  and  upon  his  oath,  related  the 
former  paflages,  with  others  lefle  materiall,  more  largely. 

iVIr.  Williams,  by  the  mefTengers,  wrote  to  the  com- 
miflioners.  aflureing  them  that  the  country  would  fuddenly 
be  all  on  fire,  meancing  by  warre ;  that,  by  ftrong  reafons 
and  arguments,  he  could  convince  any  man  thereof  that 
was  of  another  mind  ;  that  the  Narrovvganfetts  had  beea 
with  the  plantations  combined  with  Providence  and  had 
folemnly  treated  and  fettled  a  neutrality  with  them,  which 
fully  fliewes  their  councells  and  refolutions  for  warre. 

Thus  while  the  commifTioners,  in  care  of  the  public 
peace,  fought  to  quench  the  fire  kindled  amongfl  the 
Indian?,  thefe  children  of  ftrife  breath  out  ihreatnings, 
provocations  and  warre  againft  the  Englifli  themfelves.  So 
that  unles  they  (liould  dilhonor  and  provoke  God,  by  vio- 
lating a  jufl  ingagement,  and  expofe  the  colonies  to  con- 
tempt and  danger  from  the  Barbarians,  they  cannot  but 
exercife  force,  when  no  other  meanes  will  prevaile,  to 
reduce  the  Narrowganfetts  and  theire  confederates  to  a 
morejuft  and  fober  temper. 

The  eyes  of  other  Indians,  under  the  prote(51ion  of  the 
MafTachuferts  and  not  at  all  ingaged  in  this  qaarrell,  are 
(as  they  have  expreffed  themfelves  to  the  Englifla  mefTen- 
gers) faftned  upon  the  Englifli  with  ftri<ft  obfervation,  in 
what  manner  and  meafure  they  provide  for  Uncas  fafery. 
If  he  perilli,  they  will  charge  it  upon  them,  who  mighc 
have  preferved  him  ;  and  no  Indians  will  trufi:  the  Englifh, 
if  ihey  now  breake  ingagement,  either  in  the  prefent  or 
fucceeding  generations.  If  Uncas  be  ruined  in  fuch  a 
caufe,  they  forefee  theire  heads,  upon  the  next  pretence, 
Ihall  be  delivered  to  the  will  of  the  Narrowganfetts,  with 
whom  therefore  they  fi:iall  be  forced  to  comply  as  they  may, 
for  theire  future  fafety,  and  the  Englifli  may  not  truft  an 
Indian  in  the  whole  country.  The  preniifles  being  duely 
weighed,  ir  clearely  appearcs  that  God  calls  the  colonifts 
to  a  Vj-arre, 

L  The 
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The  Narrowganferts  and  theire  confederates  reft  on 
their  numbers,  weapons  and  opporrunities  to  doe  mifchief, 
and  probably  as  of  ould,  A(liur,Amalek,  andthe  Philiftines, 
with  others,  did  confederate  againO:  Ifrael,  fo  Satan  may 
flirre  upp  and  combine  many  of  his  initruments  againfl  the 
churches  of  Chrilt:  But  their  Redeemer  is  the  Lord  oF 
Hoafles,  the  mighty  one  in  battaile,  all  the  flVieldes  of  the 
earth  are  in  his  hands,  he  can  (2l\q  by  few  or  by  weake 
meanes,  as  well  as  by  many  and  greate.  Inhira  they  truf!. 


Conventio  Inter  Johannem  Endecott,  Giibernato- 
rem  MafTachufets  in  Nova  Anglia,  ct  rcliquos 
Magifiratus  ibidem,  et  Dominum  Marie,  Dele- 
gatum  Domini  Anlnay,  Militis,  Gubernatoris 
et  Deputatus  8ereniffimi  Regis  Galfise  in  Acadia, 
Provincia  Novse  Francia^,  faeta  et  finnata  apud 
BoPton  in  Mairachufets  prcedidlum,  8.  Die 
Mcnfis  8.    1644. 

DOMiNUS  Gubernator  et  reliqui  Magiflratus  pro- 
raitrunt  Domino  Marie  prxdifio,  quod  iili  et  omnes 
Angli  infra  jurifdivTtionem  MalTachufets  in  Nova  Anglia 
firmam  pacem  colent  et  fervabuiu  cum  Dom.ino  D'Aulnay, 
Gubernatore,  &c.  et  omnibus  Gallis  fub  potedate  ejus  in 
Acadia,  &c.  Et  Dominus  Marie  promittit  pro  Domino 
DAulnay,  quod  ille  et  homines  ejus  firmam  pacem  ferva- 
hunt,  eriara  cum  Gubernatore  et  Magiflraiibus  prasdi(flis, 
et  omnibus  inhabitantibus  in  jurifdi61ione  MafTachufets 
prcodiiTto.  Et  quod  bene  lic^bit  omnibus  hominibus,  tarn 
Gdllis  quam  Angli>\  mutua  comraercia  exercere  inter  fe  ; 
if  a  ur,  fi  aliqu.i  cccafio  olTenfionis  accrderit,  njeurer  eoruni 
utrentabic  aliquid  hoiliii  moJo  contra  aiterum,  nifi  mani- 
fellatio  et  querela  de  injuria  prius  fa61a,  ac  faiisfa(Stione 
fecundum  a?quirarem  non  prxftira.  Provifo  fern  per,  quod 
Dominus  Gubernator  et  Magiflratus  pra?di'5ii  non  tenean- 
lur  cohiberc  mercatorcs  fuos  commercia  exercere  cum  n:i- 
vibus  Aiis  cum  quibufcunnu:^  hominibus,  five  Gallis  five 

alifs, 
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aliis,  ubicunque  locorum  degemibus.  Provifo  etiam,  quod 
plena  ratificatio  ct  conclufio  hujus  conventiOnis  ad  proki* 
mum  convencUiil  Delegarorum  ConfLederatarum  Cclonia* 
rum  NovtE  Anglian  deferatur,  pro  continuatione  vel  abro* 
gatione  ejufdem,  et  interim  firma  et  inviolata  manebic. 

CONVENTIONE  et  aniculis  ruprafcripris  a  JDelegatis 
Confifederatarum  Coloniarum  Novae  Anglian  prjeledis 
et  matura  confideratione  eorum  habitis,  cum  iii  animis 
eorum  Temper  fuerit,  ut  pax  firma  et  perpetua  intei* 
omnes  Anglos  et  propinquos  eorum  univerfos  inflaurara 
maneret :  Ira  ut  unufquifque  communem  omnium  in- 
tentioriem  incuhse  hujus  regionis  in  ufum  human!  ge- 
neris (qua  ratione  uoiverfa  terra  a  Deo  primo  Adami 
tiliis  doriata  fuit)  fubigendas  profequatur,  liec  non  ut 
Barbaras  has  genres,  bonis  rtioribus  prius  inflru^lasj  ad 
teri  Dei  et  Domini  noftri  Jefu  Chrifti  cognitionem 
(Divino  favente  Numine)  tandem  perducamus,  cequurn 
et  neceiTarium  iilis  videtur,  ut  convcntio^t  articuli  prae- 
di^ta  (omnibus  confederatis  Goloniis  pr^diflis  in  illis 
una  comprehenfis)  confirmare  dcbeanr.  Sed  cum  plu- 
rim^e  qustftiones  et  injurine  ex  utraque  parte  et  alligator 
et  objedtse  fnir,  Delegati  eafdem,  opportuno  tempore  et 
loco  exaudire  et  fecundum  juflitiiE  normam  coriiponij 
ec  interea  pace  ia  confederatis  Novae  Anglise  Coloniis 
piene  et  firiiiiter,  fecnridum  conventibnem  prcedi(fram» 
confervari  volunt ;  ea  lege,  utDominus  D'Aulnay  ean- 
dem.chirographo  iuo  fignaram,confirmare  etiam  et  obfer- 
vare  Veliti  In  quorum  fidem  et  tedimonium,  Delegati 
|HCcdi61i  cnirographa  fua  prxfentibus  appofucrunt. 

Dariim  Bodon  in  t^ova  Anglia  tertio  die  Septtmbris^ 
Anno  Domini  1645. 

Jo.  Winthrcp,  Prcefes. 
Geo.  Fenwlcke,      Herbert  Pelham,       Tiro.  Prince, 
Edw.  Hopkios>  John  Browne^ 

Theoph.  Eaton, 

Stephen  Goodyeare. 

•■■'-'  '>■  «    .    I   i.    I    ~..   ...  .• I.    I    V    ti  I-  ,■■■■    ^-  II.     'i i.^ k— ^ 
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Commiflion  andlnflru^tions  from  the  Commiffio- 
ners  of  the  united  Coloiiies  to  iVlaj.  Gibbons. 

r^r^HE  CommifTioners  of  the  united  colonies  of  New- 
jI  England  being  to  appoint  a  commander  in  chiefe, 
over  all  fuch  military  forces  as  are  to  be  fent  forth  and 
employed,  not  only  in  ayde  of  the  Mohe^gin  fachem,  but 
alio  Ag-^ind  the  Narrowganfett  and  Nianticks  and  other 
iheir  confederates,  who  in  making  warre  upon  Uncas  the 
3Moheg,8;in  fachem  contrary  to  former  treaties  and  agree- 
ments, are  now  become  as  well  our  enemies  as  his  in  re- 
gard of  our  engagement.  The  faid  commiffioners  hav- 
ing fufficient  knowledge  of  the  piety,  courage,  fldll  and 
difcretion  of  you  Major  Edward  Gibboncs,  doe  hereby 
committ  unto  you  the  charge,  condudl,  command  and  go- 
vernment of  ail  the  faid  military  forces,  v/ith  all  fuch  armcs, 
and  ammunition,  provlfions  and  other  appurtenances,  with 
all  officers  thereto  appointed,  to  be  ordered  managed  and 
difpofcd  of  upon  all  occafions  by  yourfelfe  and  your  coun- 
cell  of  warre,  according  to  the  courfe  of  military  difcipline, 
and  according  to  fuch  in(lru61ions  as  you  fhall  receive  from 
the  fdid  commiffioners  from  the  time  of  your  fetting  forth 
m  your  march  untill  your  returne,  or  fufficient  difcharge 
fent  you  from  the  fame  aiKhorit)^  You  have  power  alfo 
hereby  (with  advife  of  your  councell  of  warre)  to  ufeand 
execute  maniall  difcipline  upon  all  offenders  and  delin- 
quents as  occafion  fhall  be,  by  fynes,  corporall  punifhment, 
and  capicail  punifliments  alfo  if  need  fiiall  require.  And 
all  perfons  whatfoever  employed  under  you  in  this  fervice, 
are  hereby  required  to  yeeld  due  obedience  and  fubje<5lion 
to  all  your  lawfull  commands,  according  to  the  quality 
and  power  wherewith  you  are  hereby  invefled.  You 
have  alfo  power  to  command  and  order  all  fuch  barkes 
and  other  veffels  which  are  to  be  fett  forth  in  the  faid 
fervice,  with  all  feamen,  foulJiers,  ammunition  and  pro- 
viiions  in  them.  And  the  faid  commiffioners  doe  hereby 
conftitute  and  appoint  Capr.  Myles  Standifn,  Capt.  John 
Mafon,  Capt.  John  Leverect,  Lieut.  Robert  Seely  (or  fuch 

other 


COLLECTION  of  PAPERS.         149 

ether  as  fhall  have  chiefe  command  of  the  forces  coming 
from  New-Haven)  Lieut.  Humphry  Atherton,  and  the 
reft  of  the  Lieutenants  under  your  command,  to  be  your 
councell  of  warre,  whereof  yourfelfe  to  be  prefident,  and 
to  have  a  cafting  voyce ;  and  you  and  your  faid  ccuncell 
or  the  greater  number  thereof,  fiiali  have  power  from 
tyme  to  tyme,  as  a  councell  of  warre,  to  manage  all  affaires 
concerning  the  fame,  and  to  joyne  to  you  any  other  dif- 
creet  and  able  ofEcer  or  officers  to  be  ot  your  faid  councell, 
as  you  fee  mcete.  You  have  alfo  power  hereby,  upon  any 
necelTary  occafion,  to  make  new  officers  and  to  give  them 
litles  futable  to  theire  places. 

Given  under  the  hands  of  the  faid  Commiffioners  at 
Bofton  in  the  MaiTachufetts,  this  ipih  (6th)  1645. 

Inflruflions  for  Sergeant  Major  Gibboncs,  com- 
mander in  chiefe  of  our  military  forces,  and  for 
fuchas  arc  joynednntohim  in  a  councell  of  warr* 

WHEREAS  you  Sergeant  Major  Edward  Gibbones 
are  appointed  commander  in  chiefe  of  all  fuch 
forces  as  are  or  fliall  be  fent  forth  of  the  feverall  colonies, 
as  by  your  commiffion  bearinge  the  date  of  thefe  prefents 
doth  more  fully  appeare,  and  whereas  there  is  joyned  to 
you  by  the  fame  authority,  as  a  councell  of  warre,  divers 
of  your  chiefe  officers,  perfons  of  approved  worth  and 
fidelity,  as  in  the  faid  commiffion  they  are  more  fully  ex- 
prefTed  :  And  whereas  thecaufeand  fcope  of  this  expedi- 
tion is  not  onely  to  ayde  the  Moheggins,  but  to  offi^nd  and 
invade  the  Narrowganfetts,  Nyantick?,  and  oilier  theire 
confederates,  who,  upon  making  warre  upon  Uucas  the 
Moheggin  Sachem,  contrary  to  theire  ingagements,  arc 
become  as  well  our  enemies  as  his  :  Yet  it  being  the  ear- 
ned defire  of  the  commiffioners,  if  it  may  be  obtained 
with  juflice,  honour  and  fafety,  to  procure  peace,  rather 
than  to  profccute  warre;  it  is  firfl:  commended  to  your 
'good  difcretionsto  take  any  fitc  occaGoo,  or  (if  with  hiay 
you  may  without  any  coniiderable  delay  or  danger  to  your 
prux^edings)  to  ufe  aieanes  to  draw^  qu  luch  a  peace^ 

jL  J  uhich 
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which  you  have  hereby  power  to  create  and  conclude^ 

wherein  you  are  to  take  due  confideration  of  the  charges 

the  colonies  have  expended  in  the  warre,  which  you  may 

eftimate  by  the  numbers  of  men  fenc  forth  at  feveral  times, 

by  their  continuance  abroad,  wjth   wages  and  provifions 

appertaineing.     And  of  the  damage  which  XJncas  hath 

fuftained  fincp  the  warre  b^gan,  wherein  it  were  meete 

(if  it  may  be  done  with  conveniency)  he  were  confukcd 

with,  that  both  the  colonies  and  he  may  receive  juft  fatif- 

fafiion  and  repaire;  which  if  the  Narrowganfetts  cannot 

prefently  make,  a  confiderabje  part  may  be  paid  in  hand, 

and  the  reft  by  a  yearely  tribute ;  but  withalK  according 

to  our  ingagcments,  you  are  to  provide  for  Uncas  his  fu- 

lure  fafety,  that  his  plantations  be  not  invaded,  that  his 

men  and  fquawes  may  attend  their  planting,  fiftiing  and 

Other  occafions,  without  feare  or  injury ;  and  that  OfTwo-r 

mekin,   Pumham,  Soconoco,    Cutchamekin,    and    other 

Indians,  friends  or  fubje^ls  to  the  Englifh,  be  not  mo- 

lefted,  which  will  difturb  the  peace  and  draw  on  further 

charge  and  inconvenience.     But  a  peace  well  framed  will 

hardly  be  fecured,  unlefs  either  feme  of  the  chiefe  Sa^ 

chems  deliver  their  fonnes  as  hoftages,  or  that  fome  confi- 

derable  part  of  iheire  country  be  yeelded  to  the  Englifli 

for  plantations,   wherein   there  may  be  forts  built  by  the 

Englidi  and  maintained  (at  leaft  in  part)  by  a  tribute  from 

the  Narrowganfetts,  to  fecure  the  agreement.     And   it 

might  probably  conduce  to  the  fettling  or  preferving  of 

peace,  if  a  trade  were  fettled  betwixt  the  colonies  and 

them;  by  which  they  might  be  fupplied  with  neceffaries, 

but  peeces  and   powder  kept  backe,    which  other  traders 

furnifli  them  with.     If  you  cannot  conclude  a  peace  with 

them,  upon  the  termes  above  mentioned  (to  prevent  greater 

inconvenience')  you  may  abate  fpmewhat  of  our  charges, 

and  of  the  damage  Uncas  hath  fuftained  :  Bur  much  care, 

mnft  be. taken  to  fecure  both  our  and    his  future  peace, 

which,  if  it  may  be  done  by  raifing  forts  and  keeping  gar- 

rifons  in  the  Narrowganfett  and   Nyantick  couairies,  at 

theire  charge,  though  we  require  hoilagesas  above,  they 

piay  be  reflored  when  rhe  fo^-tifications  are  finifl^ed  and 
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theire  payments  made;  and  the  articles  are  to  be  agreed 
and  confirmed  by  the  commiffioners  for  the  united  colonies 
at  theire  next  meeting,  othervvife  to  be  of  no  force.  Bur 
if  peace  may  not  be  obtained  in  fuch  a  v/ay  as  is  before 
exprefTed,  you  are  then  with  all  prudent  celerity  to  profe- 
cute  with  force  of  armes  the  faid  Narrowganfetts  and 
Nyanticks,  and  all  fuch  as  (hall  afTift  them,  until  you  may 
(through  the  Lords  affiflance)  have  fubdued  them  or 
brought  them  to  reafon.  And  if  the  neceffity  of  the  fer- 
vice  (fiall  require  a  further  ayde  of  men  or  provifions  (be  it 
one  hundred,  more  or  lefle)  upon  your  letters  of  advife  to 
the  Governors  of  the  feverall  colonies,  fupplies  (hall  be 
fpeedily  fent  to  you,  according  to  the  proportion  agreed. 

You  are  to  make  faire  warres,  without  exercifing  cru- 
elty, and  not  to  put  to  death  fuch  as  you  iliall  take  captive, 
if  you  can  beflowe  them  without  danger  of  your  owne. 
You  are  to  ufe  your  bed  indeavours  to  gaine  the  enemies 
canowes,  or  utterly  to  deftroy  them,  and  herein  you  may 
make  good  ufe  of  the  Indians  our  confederates,  as  you  may 
doe  upon  other  occafions,  having  due  regard  to  the  honour 
of  God,  who  is  both  our  fword  and  fliield,  and  to  ihedi- 
fiance  which  is  to  be  obferved  betwixt  Chriflians  and  Bar- 
barians,"^ as  well  in  warres  as  in  other  negociations.  If 
you  find  any  EngliQi  (Iragglers,  traders  or  others,  whom 
you  fliall  fufpe^l  to  give  intelligence  or  to  furniQi  with 
armes  and  ammunition,  or  to  give  any  other  ayde  to  the 
enemy,  you  may  fecure  them  and  fend  them  to  Boflon. 
All  other  of  our  countrymen,  carrying  themfelves  peacea- 
bly and  inoiTenfively,  (hall  be  in  peace  by  you,  and  if  you 
have  occafion  to  make  ufe  of  any  of  their  boates  or  velTels, 
cattle,  provifion  or  other  goods,  you  (liall  be  very  tender 
of  endamaging  them,  and  you  (liall  give  them  a  ticket: 
whereby  they  may  receive  due  fatisfadicn  from  the 
colonies,  or  fome  of  them.  When 

♦  It  feems  ftrange  that  men  v.'ho  profefTsd  to  believe  that  God  bath 
made  of  one  blood  all  nations  of  men  for  to  dwell  on  all  the  face 
of  the  earth,  fliould  fo  early  and  upon  every  occafion,  r?ke  c?rc! 
to  preferve  this  diftin<5lioo.  Perhaps  npihinp:  h?.s  more  efic«^uall7 
defeated  the  endeavours  for  chriftianizing  the  Irdiars.  Ii  ieeai? 
to  have  done  more  :  To  have  fqnk  their  fpirits,  led  t|iepa  to  ifir 
lS^Tip?raope,  a|jd  extlrpat?il  tl^c  whole  racg. 
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When  you  iliall  meetc  mih  the  forces  which  come  from 
the  confederates  of  Plimouth,  Conne<51icot  and  New-Haven, 
or  any  of  them,  yourfelfeand  the  councell  may  order  anJ 
difpofe  of  them,  into  fuch  bodies  and  under  fuch  of  the 
commanders  as  you  fliall  find  to  be  mofl  convenient,  and 
mod:  agreeable  to  the  fervice,  haveing  care  to  give  no  juft 
occafion  of  oiTence  or  difcontent  to  any  of  the  commanders 
or  officers  of  any  of  the  colonics. 

We  doubt  not  but  yourfelFe  and  your  councell  knowing 
Well  how  precious  the  lives  and  healths  of  our  men  are 
among  all  our  colonies,  and  how  greate  charge  this  warrc 
is  like  to  bring  upon  us,  will  be  very  careful  in  preferring 
and  hufbanding  both  to  the  bed  advantage  ;  fo  as  we  (hall 
not  need  to  give  youany  inllru6lions  and  directions  about 
the  fame,  but  fliall  red  fatisfyed  in  the  confidence  we  have 
of  your  wifdome  and  fairhfuines  to  be  improved,  through 
the  Lords  affidanceand  blefTing  upon  you,  in  this  fervice, 
for  his  owne  glory  and  his  peoples  fafety  and  profperity 
in  this  wilJernes. 

If  the  enemy  die,  fo  that  you  cannot  come  to  fight  with 
him,  it  may  be  expedient  that  you  build  one  or  more  forti- 
fications in  the  mod  convenient  places  of  the  Narrowganfet 
or  Nyantick  countries,  into  which  you  may  by  the  heipe  of 
the  Indians  our  friends,  gather  and  pr^eferve  the  enemies 
corne  and  other  goods  for   the  advantage  of  the  fervice. 

Lailly,  (yet  above  ali  the  rd\)  we  commend  to  your 
chridian  care  the  upholding  of  the  worfliip  of  God  in 
"your  armie,  and  to  keepe  fuch  watch  over  the  converfation 
of  all  thofe  under  your  charge,  as  all  prophanenefs,  im- 
pierv%  abufe  of  the  facred  name  of  God,  luxury,  and  other 
diforders  may  beavoyded  or  duly  punidied,  that  the  Lord 
may  be  pleafcd  to  goe  forth  before  you,  and  profper  all 
your  proceedings  and  returne  you  to  us  in  peace,  which 
we  diall  dailie  pray  for. 

Bodon  the  i<;th  (6)  1645. 


Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter   froai   Mr.  Edward  Winflow 
to  Governor  Winthrop. 

Honored  Sir, 
^  T  OURS  I  long  fince  received  in  anfwer  of  my  requefl: 

1^  in  behalf  of  my  friend  Mr.  Shcrley  and  thanke  you 
for  your  readines  herein.  Sir,  I  had  written  to  you  long 
fince,  but  the  truth  is  I  could  neither  have  content  in 
filence  or  writing,  by  reafon  of  fome  unworthy  pafTages  ia 
our  laf}  generall  court,  tc  the  grea'  offence  of  our  Gover- 
nor Mr.  Prence,  myfelfe,  arid  fundry  others.  In  the 
middle  of  October  we  had  two  courts  fucceffively,  the  firft 
being  the  lad  felTion  of  our  eleflion  court,  the  other  our 
ordinary  quarter  court,  and  both  generall  courts.  Before 
either  of  ihefc  two,  at  a  court  of  affiftants,  other  things 
giving  opportunity,  the  Governor,  Mr.  Collier,  Capt.  Stan- 
difh,  and  myfelfe  being  there,  took  into  confideration  a 
matter  of  great  concernment,  as  we  apprehended,  and 
agreed  mutually  in  the  thing  as  necefTary  to  propound  it 
to  the  generall  eourt,  which  was  the  lad  feflion  of  our 
ele^lion  court:  Accordingly  it  was  propounded,  and  alter 
a  whole  dales  amtation  it  was  allowed  and  entred  in  the 
wade  booke,  there  being  but  one  deputy  againd  it,  and  he 
not  direct ;  fave  onely,  as  he  thought,  ic  did  not  properly 
<x)nccrne  that  court.  The  next  weeke,  being  in  courfc 
another  of  our  generall  courts,  came  more  of  our  magi- 
drates  that  live  remote  and  were  not  with  us  either  at  the 
court  of  afiiilants  or  the  foregoing  generall  court,  where 
this  afl  was  done  ;  And  after  a  tumultuous  manner  except- 
ed againd  the  entry  of  that  order,  as  pernicious  and  de- 
druftive  to  the  weale  of  the  government,  with  very  many 
infeemly  termes  concerning  others,  Sec.  which  exception 
of  his  was  drengthned  by  3  other  magiftrates,  one  where- 
of had  joyiiCd  with  us  twice  before  and  now  againd  bis 
own  a*^:,  but  made  beforehand  by  thefird  excepter  as  well 
as  xhe  mhrr  v^o  and  many  of  the  deputies.;  They  cried 

out 
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oat  to  have  it  defaced  and  crofled.  The  Governor  Mr. 
Prence,  and  myfelfe,  would  not  allow  it,  or  any  other  a<fb, 
(Mr.  Collier  being  abfent  to  our  greeFe)  to  be  defaced  ; 
but  if  hereafter  it  fliould  be  found  prejudiGJali,  it  might 
be  repealed  by  another  a^l,  but  nor  otherwife.  In  briefe 
(for  I  am  afhamed  to  mention  particulars,  efpecially  to  write 
them)  a  promife  was  made  that  it  fhouid  rell:  till  the  next 
general!  court  and  nothing  be  done  in  it :  And  then,  when 
court  and  country  had  duly  thought  oF  ir,  if  they  thought 
meet  to  repeale  it  they  might.  After  this,  the  firfl  cx- 
cepter  having  been  obferved  to  tender  the  view  of  a  fcroyle 
from  man  to  man,  it  came  at  length  to  be  tendered  to  my 
felfe,  and  withal  I,  faid  he,  it  may  be  you  will  not  like  this. 
Having  read  ir,  I  told  him  I  utterly  abhorred  it  as  fuch  a<; 
would  make  us  odious  to  ail  chriftian  commonweales :  But 
at  length  he  told  the  Governor  he  had  a  written  propoii- 
tion  to  be  propounded  to  the  court,  which  he  defired  the. 
court  to  take  into  conuderation,  and  according  to  order,  if 
thought  meet,  to  be  allowed  :  To  this  the  deputies  were 
snoft  made  beforehand,  and  the  other  three  aflidants,  who 
applauded  it  as  their  Diana;  and  the  fum  of  it  was.  To 
allow  and  mainiaine  full  and  free  toHeranceof  religion  to 
all  men  that  would  preferve  the  civill  peace  and  fubmit 
unto  government;  and  there  was  no  limitation  or  excep- 
tion againfl  Turke,  Jew,  Papifl:,  Arian,  Socinian,  Nicho- 
laytan,  Familift,  or  any  other  Sec.  But  our  Governor  arid 
divers  of  us  having  exprefTed  the  fad  con fequences  would 
follow,  efpecially  myfelfe  a^id  Mr.  Prence,  yet  notwith- 
flanding  it  was  required,  according  to  order,  to  be  voted  : 
But  the  Governor  would  not  fuffer  it  to  come  to  vote,  as 
being  that  indeed  would  eate  out  the  power  of  god  lines,  &c. 
By  this  you  may  fee  that  all  the  troubles  of  N.  E.  are 
not  at  the  MalTachufets.  The  Lord  in  mercy  looke  upon 
us,  and  allay  this  fpirit  or  divifion  that  is  creeping  in 
amongd  us.  You  would  iiavc  admired  to  have  fccn  how 
fwcct  this  carrion  reliilied  to  the  pa  I  la  re  of  raofl  of  the 
deputies !  What  v.':il  be  the  ifiiie  of  thc(<f:  things  our  all- 
prdering  God  onci/  liuovn.    0>3ly  we  know,  withoiu  him, 

ii 
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It  (hall  never  be ;  and  thats  our  grcateft  comfort :  But  if 
he  have  fuch  a  judgment  for  this  place,  I  truft,  we  (hall 
finde  (I  fpeake  for  many  of  us  that  groane  under  thefe 
things)  a  refting  place  amongft  you  for  the  foales  of 
our  feet. 

I  had  not  thought  to  have  been  fo  long ;  but  if  you 
have  heard  of  the  particulars  and  the  perfons,  cfpecially 
the  ringleader  of  this  rout  (if  a  rout  might  be  in  a  iawfull 
alTenTibly)  by  this  generali  you  may  gather  the  more  in- 
fjght  into  the  particulars.  Thus,  faluting  you  and  all 
yours,  defireing  my  due  refpecfls  may  be  tendered  to  your 
Governor,  Mr.  Endecott,  Mr.  Pelham-,  Mr.  Bellingham, 
Mr.  Salrpndall,  Mr.  Nowell,  Mr.  Hibbins,  and  Mn  Flint, 
defireing  your  prayers,   take  leave  and  remaine, 

Your  ever  loveing  friend, 
24  (9th)  1 645.  Edw.  Winflow. 


Copy  of  a   Letter  from  Mr.   James  Parker*  at 
Barbados,  to  Governor  Winthrpp. 
Right  Woraiipfull, 

I  Cannot  but  out  of  that  refpe^l  I  owe  your  (elft  prc- 
feute  my  refpefts  to  you  in  thefe  few  lines,  and  to 
give  you  to  underftand  how  things  are  here  with  us;  we 
gott  well  to  this  illand  of  Barbados  through  grace  ;  here 
J  found  greare  refpeft  lince  my  cominq^  both  from  the  go- 
vernment and  people,  only  forry  1  have  been  to  heare 
told  me  by  the  governoqr  off  this  place  what  our  reve- 
rend Mr.  Dudley  ihould  publickly  fay  concerning  him. 
The  man  feems  to  me  to  be  wife,  moderate  in  his  way 
gnd  temperate,  orthodoj^  in  his  judgment,  and  I  hope  godly, 
his  natural  temper  is  ^ffabje  and  noc  violentej  this  take 
from  me  as  from  one  that  will  declare  the  truth,  he  would 
nourirti  and  honour  religion  according  to  his  light,  only 
iierefies  (which  this  ifland  abounds  withall)  he  expofeth, 

A 

f  ]  fiippofe  he  was  afterwards  one  orthe  Minifiers  of  Newbury. 
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A  kind  refpec^ive  friend  he  hath  beene  to  me,  he  faith  he 
defines  correfpondencie  with  you  ofr  New-Englard,  and 
many  able  to  come  hither,  as  by  my  letters  may  appeare  ; 
I  may  be  miftaken,  but  love  thinks  noe  ill  and  yet  not  blind. 

I  am  here  engaged  to  preach  only  for  the  prefent,  the 
manner  how  1  refer  you  to  Mr.  Wiifon,  to  whome  1  have 
Wrote  and  Mr.  Cotton. 

The  ifland  fuites  very  wellVith  my  temper  hitherto, 
through  bountie,  it  is  now  and  Hike  robe  very  wealthy, 
full  of  fugar,  cotton,  indigo,  and  ginger,  fome  have  made 
this  yeare  off  one  acre  off  canes  about  '^opp  weight  of  fu- 
gar, ordinarily  3000.  Much  drought  now  opprefleth, 
and  I  wonder,  in  the  eye  off  argument,  at  Gods  greate  pa- 
tience to  fo  profaine  a  people  for  fwearing  and  drinking  as 
the  vulgar  be.  It  rauft  certenly,  in  my  apprehenfion,  be 
fome  (Irong  hand  rauft  reforme  them. 

I  would  not  be  tedious  to  you.  There  hath  this  yearc 
beene  brought  over  3  commiiTions,  one  from  the  Earle  of 
Warwicke  and  commilTioners  with  him  to  command  this 
government  to  profefs  themfelves  for  the  parliament,  and 
to  lay  afide  their  neutralitie.  But  this  they  feem  nor  to 
embrace,  but  have  anfwered  it  thus,  profeifmg  their  wil- 
lingnefs  to  be  ferviceable  to  the  kingdome,  their  honour 
for  the  parliament,  but  their  yet  allegiance  to  the  King, 
therefore  dcfired  to  be  fpared  a  little  till  things  be  fettled. 

There  were  one  other  for  libertie  of  confcience,  that 
they  have  thus  anfwered,  that  they  are  not  unwilling  not  to 
prefs  any  mans  confcience  in  matters  of  ceremonie,  only  in 
regard  there  are  many  fe£ts  that  under  pretence  off  liber- 
tie  may  take  occafion  to  denie  all  ordinances,  and  fo  con- 
fequently  the  Lords  day,  therefore  this  they  would  require 
of  all,  to  come  to  the  publick  preaching,  and  that  (hall 
be  fufficienr. 

There  is  a  3d,  and  that  is  to  call  the  Governor  and  fome 
off  the  Councill  into  queilion  for  fome  pretended  a^ts  off 
jnjuflice  here  pad.  And  thefe  things  to  be  examined  by 
inferiour  perfons  here,  and  that  not  off  the  beff  in  matter 
«f  opinion,  and  that  feem^s  to  exafjperate. 

For 
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For  foe  much,  if  I  (hould  be  demanded  how  I  thinke 
things  will  goe  here,  I  would  fay,  I  am  afrayde  when  I  con- 
fider  ofFthe  profanefs  ofFthe  place,  and  the  divifions  that 
are  here  and  like  to  be,  foe  much  I  certainly  would  fay, 
hai  not  a  man  greater  arguments  to  carrie  hither  and 
here,  for  the  prefent,  to  (lay  him  than  temporalis,  he  would 
faile.  How  of:  have  I  thought  in  my  hearte,  oh  howe 
happie  are  New  England  people! 

Not  only  thus,  but  even  in  refpefl:  ofF  temporalis,  for 
the  common  people,  that  have  but  meane  eftates,  are  very 
meane  in  refpe(5l  of  provifions,  little  flefti  if  any,  noe 
bread  but  cafader,  a  bread  I  approve  not  off;  though  its 
true  the  rich  live  high. 

The  country  to  my  fenfeis  not  very  hott,but  that  which 
I  like  well  off;  and  a  man  with  about  200  off  pounds,  in 
an  ordinarie  way  oiF  providence,  might  quickly  gaine  aa 
cftate  by  fugar,  which  thrives  wonderfully, 

Capt.  Middleton,  mafler  ofFthe  Parimour,  is  here  like  ta 
fetrle,  as  he  teils  me,  your  youngeft  fonne  wente  from 
New  England  with  him  into  the  Straits. 

I  ceafe  to  write  any  newesout  offOld  England,  becaufc 
I  heare  Capt.  Leverate  came  out  with  theefe  fhips  here- 
Only  we  heare  fayd  the  King  defended  Scotland  with  600 
horfe  and  were  defeated  and  2  or  300  cuttoE  We  heare 
he  is  come  to  the  citie,  but  noe  cercaintie  off  that. 

I  have  yet  fente  for  my  wife  to  me,  in  the  raidft  off 
theefe  greate  di(lra<flions,  I  fhall  be  glad  to  heare  from 
yourfellF.  Sorry  I  am  that  I  have  not  to  exprefs  my  dear 
engagement  to  your  perfon.  Whether  lihall  returne  for 
New  England  I  know  nor.  Only  this,  I  thinke  I  ihall, 
and  1  pray  New  England  may  not  forgett  your  greate  la- 
bour there  and  your  fervice  amongft  them.  The  defires 
of  my  hearte,  as  formerly,  fiille  be  for  yourfelfe  and 
familie.  And  if  ever  any  oiF  yours  fall  within  my 
abiiitie,  I  much  midake  myfelfe  if  my  refpe6l  (liould  not 
appeare.  Thus,  begging  your  helpe  at  the  throne  off 
grace  for  me,  in  the  midit  off  this  greate  profainefs  I  am 
amoDgd  and  greate  heretic,  with  my  fervice  and  refpe<51  to 

your 
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your  beloved,  with  the  gentlemen  your  fonnes,  Mr,  Dudley 
ftnd  the  reft,  Major  Gibbins.     1  yet  remalne,  yours  to  my 

utmoft  fervices, 
Barbados,  24. 4th,  4^.  J.  Partner. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  John  Endecott  to 
Governor  Winthrop. 

Dearefl:  Sir, 

IUnderftand  by  Mr.  Downing,  that  you  have  received 
letters  from  Monf.  D'Aulney,  and  that  hee  wili  fend 
to  us  about  the  7th  month.  I  could  wifh,  if  you  fee  it 
good,  that  the  commiiTioners  were  acquainted  with  ir,  I 
meane  of  the  feveral  provinces,  and  moved  (if  they  fee 
good)  to  be  here,  becaufe  1  defire  they  may  be  as  through- 
lie  ingaged  in  what  is  done  or  may  be  concluded  as  our 
felves.  If  you  intend  to  call  a  general  court  now,  it  will 
be  in  the  middeft  of  all  our  occafions,  and  the  countrie  will 
much  fuffer  in  it.  If  it  be  any  tyme  before  D'Aulney's 
meffenger  comes  to  us,  it  will  be  well  enough  as  farre  as  I 
can  conceave,  and  if  it  were  juft  at  the  tyme  it  would  be 
the  better,  but  I  conceave  that  as  unceriaine,  unleiTe  hee 
hath  appointed  a  certayne  time,  but  I  leave  all  to  your 
better  confiderations.  I  humbly  ihahk  you  for  all  the 
news  you  have  fent  us  at  feverall  tyme's ;  we  finde  here 
the  hand  of  God  much  upon  feverall  mens  grayne  by 
caterpillers,  which  threaten  a  dearth.  The  Lord  fitt  us 
for  what  he  fliajl  call  us  unto.  To  vvhofe  bl effing  I  com- 
mend you  and  all  yours,  and  reft, 

Yours  unfeygnedly* 

Jo.  Endecott, 
My  wife  defires  to  have  her  fervlce 
remembred  to  Mrs.  Winthrop. 

9th  5  mo.  1746. 


Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter   from  Mr.  Steven  Painter*  to 
Governour  Winthrop. 

Sumers  Iflandsthis  2^thofAugull  1646. 

Much  Honoured  Sir, 

•^"^HE  Lord  having  clothed  you  with  power  to  be 
JL  ruler  over  his  llVaell,  hefides  thofe  gifts  and  graces 
which  doe  abounde  in  you  as  a  maine  pillar  in  his  houfe, 
and  you  alfo  doe  defire  that  jufiice  may  be  adnriiniflred  to 
all  men,  caufeth  me  to  prefcnt  you  with  ihefe  few  lines  in 
the  behalFe  of  the  right  honorable  Earle  of  Warwicke, 
whofe  agent  I  am,  that  you  wolde  be  pleafed  to  afourde 
your  beft  affiflance  to  Major  Gibbins,  for  the  recovery  of 
my  lords  right  of  thofe  two  (hips  which  Captain  Crom- 
we'l  hath  brought  to  you,  unto  whom  1  have  fent  a  copy 
of  my  lords  commiiTion  and  a  letter  of  aturney  to  inable 
him  thereunto,  foe  nothiqg  doubting  of  your  Vfcrlhips 
favourable  afliftance  1  humbly  take  leave, 
Yours  in  all  chriftian  fervis, 

ever  to  be  commanded, 

Steven  Painter. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  John  Humfrey  to 
Governour  Winthrop, 

Honoured  Sir, 

A  Li  hough  1  have  not  occafion  to  be  troablefome  unto 
Ji\_  you  as  formerly  in  point  of  my  fjccefslefs  occafions, 
yet  can  1  not  be  wanting  to  the  ncknovvledgm.enc  of  anie 
of  thofe  favours  I  formerly  found  from  you.  It  is  troe 
the  want  of  that  loft  occafion  (the  loffe  of  all  I  had  in  the 
world)  dorh  upon  rubbings  of  that  irreparable  blow,  fome 
limes  a  little  trouble  me,  but  in  no  refpc£l  equal  to  this, 
that  1  fee  my  hopes  and  pofTibiLities  of  ever  enjoying  thofe 

I 
*  HeVas  a  bec«faaorto  NewEnglatid.  See  M^fa,  HiJ.  Vcl.  l.p.io,. 
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I  did  and  was  readie  to  fuffer  anie  thing  for  utterly  taken 
away.  Bat  by  what  intermediate  hande  foever  this  is  be- 
fallen me  (whofe  negle6i:s  and  unkindnefs  God  I  hope  will 
mind  them  for  their  good)  yet  1  defire  to  looke  at  his 
hand  for  good  (I  doubt  nor)  to  me,  though  I  doe  not  fo 
fullic  fee  which  way  it  may  work.  His  fatherly  admini- 
{Irations  have  hitherto  beene  gracious,  and  I  truft  his  good- 
nefsand  loving  kindnefs  will  follow  me  all  my  dayes  ac- 
cording to  his  owne  free  covenant  upon  which  I  defire  to 
caft  myfelfe.  Sir  I  thank  you  againe  and  againe  (and  thac 
in  fmceritie)  for  any  fruites  of  your  goodnefs  to  me  or 
mine,  and  for  any  thing  contrarie,  I  bleiTe  his  name  I 
labour  to  forget,  and  defire  him  to  pardon.  For  anie 
thing  from  hence,  I  know  you  will  have  it  from  ihofe 
who  have  more  abilitie  and  libertie  to  fatisfie  themfelves 
and  their  friends  in  thefe  kinds ;  knowing  myfelfe  unfitt 
to  give  thefe  advertifements  which  the  flare  of  things  in 
your  relations  to  us  require.  Therefore  with  my  fervicc 
and  bell  refpe<Sts  to  good  Mrs.  Winthrop  and  yourfelfe. 
Rev.  Mr.  Cotton,  Mr.  VVillfon  with  theirs,  yours  and  all 
our  precious  friends  I  red:, 

Your  (more  willing  than  able  to  ferveyou) 
poore  friend  and  fervanr. 

Jo.  Humfrey."^ 

If  now  you  have  anie  fervice  to  command 
me,  you  flrall  find  me  readie  to  ferve 
you,  and  therein  it  will  appeare  I  ferve 
not  myfelfe,  the  occafion  of  that  fufpi- 
cion  being  taken  away,  and  farevi^ell  it. 

Gravefend,  Sept.  4th,  1646. 


• 


An 

This  is  the  John  Humfrey  who  was  Deputy  Governor  in  Eng- 
land and  afterwards  an  AflilUnt  in  the  Colony  but,  reduced  by 
misfortunes,  returned  to  England, 
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An   abstract 

O  F  T  H  E 

LAWS  OF  NEW  ENGLAND.^ 

CHAPT.     L     Of  Magiftrates. 

^i.  By  the  free  BurgeiTes.      Deut.  i.  Tg 


t  All  the  Ma- 


2.  Out  of  the  freeBurgefies.  Deut.  17.15. 

3.  Out  of  the  ableft  men  and  ^ere,  30. 2 1, 
moll  approved  among  them.  DeuL  i.  i8i 

4.  Out  of  the  rank  of  noble- 


giftrates   are<    men  or  gentlemen  amongftS^r.i.  18.2 1-. 


to  be  chofen 


them,   the  bed  that  Godp    ,  r  n- 

tcclejiajticus 


II.   I 


fendeth  into  the  country, 

if  they   be  qualifyed  with        *  ^*   ^  ^' 

gifts  fitt  for  government,  Jer,  30.  21. 

either  eminent  above  others 

or  not  inferiour  to  others. 

M  XL  The 

Thtspiec5  was  printed  in  London  in  1655  ^^d,  by  WilJiam  Afplis- 
wall  the  pubtifber,  allowed  to  have  been  the  performance  of  Mr. 
Cotton.  It  fnould  rather  be  intiiled  An  Abftraift  of  a  Code  or 
Syftem  of  Laws  prepared  for  the  Commonwealth  of  the  MaifTa- 
chufets  Bay  ;  for  although  when  tbey  compiled  their  laws  they 
made  this  abftra^  their  plan,  in  general,  yet  they  departed  from 
it  in  many  inftances,  and  in  feme  v.'hich  were  very  materiali 
•«  Confidering  that  thefe  plantations  had  libertie  to  mould  their 
clvili  order  into  that  forme  which  they  fhouid  finde  to  be  beil 
for  themfelves,  and  that  here  the  churches  and  commonwealtii 
are  complanted  together  in  holy  covenant  and  feliowfhip  with 
God  in  Chrift  Jefus,  he  did  at  the  requefi  of  thegeneral  cciirte  m 
the  Baye  drawe  an  abftrad  of  the  lawes  of  judgment  delivered 
from  God  by  Mofes  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Iffacl,  fo  far  forth 
as  they  are  of  moral j  that  is  cf  perpetual  and  nniverfal,  equity 
among  all  nations,  efpeciaily  fuch  as  the/e  plantaiions  are  ;  where'- 
in  he  advifed  that  Th:;ocracie,  i.  e.  God's  government,  might  be 
eftabiiflied  as  the  beft  form  of  governthenc  wherein  the  people 
that  choofe  civil  rulers  are  God's  p^^ople  in  covenant  v.'ith  him, 
that  is  members  of  churches  and  the  menji  chofen  by  thern  to  be: 
l-ulcrgj  fuch  aifo,  and  the  lawes  of  God  and  the  n^inifters  of  God 
are  confaited  with  by  the  governor, niagiQrares  and  people,  in  all 
hard  car<is  and  in  matters  of  the  Lord,  that  is  or  leiigion,  occ.  and 
for  the  clearing  of  liis  judgmeni:  with  the  grounds  thereof  touch- 
ing this  iKiitter  1  wiOi  ihatfomfi  of  his  fcrmons  to  the  general  coiirE 
*te*-e  f riated."     M.  S,  li/e  of  /tlfi  Ccihh  by  Mp.  'Oave^ori; 
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IL  The  Governor  bath  joynt  power  with  the  AfTiftants 
to  governe  the  whole  country,  according  to  the  lawcs 
eftabliflied  hereafter  mentioned  :  He  hath  power  of  him^ 
felfe,  and  in  his  abfence  the  deputy  Governor,  to  mode- 
rate all  puhlique  a(Slions  of  the  common  wealth. 

T.  As  firfl:,  he  fends  cut  warrants  for  the 
calling  of  the  general  courts  (except  that  of  j^oj^,  24.  i. 
cledlions) 

2.  To  order  and  tranfafl  all  anions  in  the  courte 
where  he  fitteth,  as  to  gather  fulTrages  and  votes,  and  to 
pronounce  fcntence  according  to  the  greater  parte  of  them. 

III.  The  power  of  the  governour  with  7^7-  ,  . 
the  reit  or  the  counccllours  is  : 

1.  To  confult  and  provide  for  the  main-  Exo,  18.22. 
tenance  of  the  ftate  and  people. 

2.  To  dired  in  all  hard  matters  wherein  y^  ^ 
appeale  is  made  to  them  from  inferior  courts.         '   ''   '^' 

C!,  To  preferve  religion.  J  ^  '    '' 

^  ^  ^  and  25.  40. 

4.  To  overfee  the  fortes  and  munition  of 
the  country,  and  to  take  order  for  the  pro-  ^Chr,\().\\, 
te6lion  of  the  country  from  forraigne  invafion   iKin.io,  1 3. 
or  intedine  fedition,and  as  need  (h^ll require,  ^Cbr.^i,!!, 
with  ccnfent  of  the  people,toenterprire  warrs.  &c, 

IV.  And  becaufe  thefe  great  affaires  of  the 

ftaie  cannot  well  and  fuiBciently  be  attended,  E.\-o,  17.  9. 

nor  wifely  adminidred,  if  iht'j  be  often  chang-  Fro.  24.    6. 

ed,  therefore  the  councellors  ought  to  be  cho-  iKin.  1 2.  6, 

fen  for  life,^' unlefTe  ihey  give  juft  caufe  of  Pro.  28.   2. 

removall,  which  if  they  doe,  then  they  to  be  Exo,  18.  22. 
removed  by  the  general!  court. 

V.  The  power  of  the  Governour  fitting 

with  the  Councellors  and  Aiiidants,  is  to  hear  Deu.T, 16,17, 
and  derermine  all  cauies,  whether  civill  or 
criiuinall,  which  are  brought  before  him,  through    the 
whole  commonwealih,   yet  referving  liberty  of  appeale 
from  him  to  the  generall  courte.  Yj    £^pj.y 

*  An  attempt  was  made  to  eOablifh  what  was  ca'tecl  a  ftaiiding 
Council  for  life,  as  a  liiuliitit  body  irom  the  Affi.lanis,  bat  the 
Chiirter  gave  lio  authoriiy  lor  it,  and  tlie  People  would  not  iub- 
mit  to  it. 
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VL  Every  towne  is  to  have  judges  vvithin 
themfelves,  whofe  power  ihall  be  once  in  the 
month,  or  in  three  months  at  thefunhed,  to  Deut.i6.iS. 
heare  and  determine  civil)  caufes  and  pleas  of  Exo,  18.  21, 
lefle  values,  and  crimes  alfo  which  are  not  22. 

capital!,  yet  referving  liberty  of  appeale  to 
the  courte  of  Governor  and  AiTiflants. 

VIL  For  the  better  expedition  and  exe- 
cution of  juftice,  and  of  all  affaires  incident 
unto  every  courte,  every  courte  Ihall  have 
certaine  officers,  as  a  fecretary  to  inrolle  all  ^er.  36.  10, 
the  afts  of  the  courte  and  befides,  miniffers     11,  and  \  2, 
of  juftice  to  attach  and  fetch  and  fet  perfons  2  Sa?n,  20. 
before  the  Magiftrates,  and  alfo  to  execute         24,   25. 
the  fentences  of  the  courts  upon  offenders : 
And  for  the  fame  end  it  ihall  belawfull  for  ^ohn  7.    g2. 
the  Governor,   or   any  one  or  two  of  the  45. 

Counceilors  or  Affiftauts,  or  Judges,  to  give  Ads  5.  26, 
warrant  to  an  officer  to  fetch  the  delinquent       and  27. 
before  them,  and  to  examine  the  caufe,  and   j  ^ 
if  he  be  found  culpable  of  crime,  to  take  or-  ^,  '  ^' 
der,  by  fureiies  or  fafe  cuilody,  for  his  ap-      '    *  ^'  ^^* 
pearance  at  the  courie. 

And  further,  for  the  fame  end  and  to  prevent  the  offen- 
ders lying  hng  in  prifon,  it  ftiall  be  lawful!  for  the  Go- 
vernor, with  one  of  the  Councell,  or  any  two  of  the 
Affiftanrs,  or  Judges,  10  fee  execution  done  upon  any 
offenders  for  any  crime  that  is  not  capitall,  according  10 
the  lawes  eftablifliedjyet  dill  referving  a  liberty  of  appeale 
from  them  to  the  courte,  and  from  an  inferior  courie  10 
an   higher  courte. 

C  H  A  P  T.     IL 

Of  free  BurgelTcs  and  free  Inhahimnts. 

I.   All  the  free  burgeffes,  excepting  fuch  as  vi'ere  admit- 
ted free  men  before  the  eftabliihment  of  churches  in  the 
country,  Ihall   be  received  and  admirted  ctut  of  the  mem- 
bers ot  fomc  or  other  of  the  churches  in  this  country, 
M  2  fuch 
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fuch  churches  as  are  gathered  or  hereafter  (liall  be  gather- 
ed with  theconfent  of  other  churches  already  eftablifhed 
in  the  country,  and  fuch  members  as  are  admitted  by  their 
owne  church  unto  the  Lord's  table. 

IL  Thofe  free  burgeffes  (liall  have  power  to  choofc  in 
their  owne  townes  fitt  and  able  men  out  of  themfelves  to 
be  the  ordinary  judges  of  inferior  caufes  in  their  owne 
lowne;  and  againd  the  approach  of  the  general  courre  to 
choofe  two  or  three  as  their  deputies  and  committees  to 
joyne  with  the  governor  and  afTilianrs  of  the  whole  coun- 
try to  m.ake  up  and  conftitute  the  general!  courte. 
IIL  This  general!  courte  ftiall  have  power, 
Firfl,  by  the  warrant  of  the  governor,  or  deputy  gover- 
nor, to  aflcmble  once  every  quarter  or  halfe  yeare,"^  or 
oftner,  as  the  affairs  of  the  country  (hall  require,  and  to 
fit  together  till  their  affairs  (l^all  be  difpatched. 

Secondly,  Call  the  governor  and  all  the  reft  of  the  pub- 
Jique  magiftrates  and  officers  unto  place,  and  to  call  them 
alio  to  account  for  the  breach  of  any  lawes  efiabliflied,  or 
other  mifdemeanors  and  to  cenfure  them  as  the  quality  of 
their  fault  may  require. 

Thirdly,  To  make  and  repeale  lawes. 
Fourthly,  To  difpofe  of  all  the  lands  in  the  country  and 
to  afligne  them  to  feverall  townes  or  perfons  as  ftiall  be 
thought  fitt. 

Fifthly,  To  impofe  a  levy  of  moneys  for  the  publique 
fervice  of  the  common  wealth,  as  ftiall  be  thought  requitite 
for  the  provifion  and  prore6^ion  of  the  whole. 

Sixthly.,  To  heare  and  determine  all  caufes  whether 
clvill  or  criminall  wherein  appeale  ftiall  be  made  unto  them, 
or  which  they  ftiall  fee  caufe  to  afiume  into  their  owne 
cognizance  and  judicature. 

Seventhly,  To  aftift  the  governor  and  councellors  in 
the  maintenance  of  the  purity  and  uniry  of  religion,  and 
accordingly  to  fett  forvi^ard  and  uphold  all  fuch  good 
caufes  as  Ihall  be  thought  firt  for  that  end,  by  the  advice 
and  with  the  confent  of  the  churches  and  to  reprefle  ihe 
contrary. 

IV.  In 

*  The  pra^ice  was  every  half  year. 
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IV.  In  this  generall  cource  nothing  (liall  be  concluded 
buc  with  common  confent  of  the  greater  parte  of  the  go- 
vernor and  allKbnts,  together  with  the  greater  parte  of 
the  deputies  of  the  townes,  unleiTe  it  be  in  the  ele<fi:ion  of 
officers  where  the  liberty  of  the  people  is  to  be  preferved, 
or  in  judging  matters  of  offence  againft  the  law  whereia 
both  parties  are  to  ftand  to  the  dire61ion  of  the  law. 

V.  All  the  houiholders  in  every  towne  (hall  be  account- 
ed as  the  free  inhabitants^  of  the  country,  and  accordingly 
fl:iall  enjoy  freedome  of  commerce  and  inheritance  of  fuch 
lands  as  the  generall  courte  or  the  feverall  townes  wherein 
they  dwell  fliall  allot  unto  them,  and  they  fliali  take  an 
oath  or  give  other  fecurity  to  be  true  and  faithfull  to  the 
flate,  and  fubje^l  to  the  good  and  wholefome  laws  eilablifli- 
ed  in  the  country  by  the  general!  courte,  when  it  fiiall  be 
required  of  them. 

C  H  A  P  T.    III. 
Of  the  Protedlon  atid  Provifion  of  the  Country* 

I.  A  law  to  be  made,  if  it  be  not  made  already,  for  the 
training  of  all  men  in  the  country  fitt  to  beare  armes  unto 
the  exercife  of  military  difcipline,  and  withal!  another  law 
for  the  maintenance  of  military  oflicers  and  fortes. 

II.  Becaufe  fifais  the  chiefe  ftaple  commodity  of  the 
country,  therefore  all  due  incou ragem.cn t  to  be  given  unto 
fuch  hands  as  (iiall  fett  forward  the  trade  of  fifhing,  and 
for  that  end  a  law  to  be  made  that  whofoever  iiiall  apply 
themfelves  to  fett  forward  the  trade  of  fiihing,  as  fiiher-^ 
men,  mariners  and  fliipwrighis,  fliali  be  allowed  man  for 
man,  feme  or  other  of  the  labourers  of  the  country  to 
plant  and  reape  for  them  in  the  feafon  of  the  yeare  at  the 
pabiique  charges  of  the  common  wealth,  for  the  fpace  of 
tiiefe  feaven  yeares  next  enfuing,  and  fuch  labourers  to  be 
appointed  and  paid  by  the  treafurer  of  the  common  wealth. 

ILL  Becaufe  noe  common  wealth  can  maintaine  either 
their  authority  at  home,  or  their  honour  and  power  abroad 

M  3  without 

*  Free  Inhabitants,  but  not  frceoisn  or  free  of  the  corporation. 
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xvithout  a  fufficient  trcafury,  a  law  therefore  to  be  made 
for   the  ere(rting  and  furniiliing   of  the   trcafury  of  the 
common  wealth,  which  is  to  be  fiinplied  and  farniflied, 
pi.  C>F  a  \d.  or   ob.  an  acre  of  land  occupi- 
ed throughout  the  country  :  lands  occupied 
in  common  by  a  towne  to  be  paid  for  out  of 
vp*  p''  "^"^"^    ^^^^  ftocke  or  treafury  of  the  f^i me  towne. 
^     ^  "  ^"  j  2.  Of  a  id.  for  every  bead,  horfe  or  cow. 

I  3.  Of  forne  proportionable  rate  upon  mer- 
L  chants. 
This  rare  to  be  great  or  ]^Kq  as  fhall  be  thought  fitr. 

2.  By  the  payment  of  a  barrel!  of  gunpowder  or  fuch 
goods  or  orher  munitions  out  of  every  iliip  that  bringeth- 
forraigne  commodities. 

3.  By  fines  and   mul£ls  upon  trefpalTers. 

IV.  A  rrcafurer  to  be  chofen  by  ihe  free  burgelTes  out 
of  the  AlTiJlants,  who  (liail  receive  and  kecpe  the  trca- 
fury, and  make  dipourferacnts  out  of  it  according  to  the 
direiSiion  of  tlie  general!  court e,  or  of  the  Governor  and 
Councell,  whereof  ihey  are  to  give  an  account  ar  the  ge- 
neral! courte.  It  (hall  per  ray  ne  alio  to  the  office  of  the 
ireafiirer  diligently  to furvey  and  overfee  all  themunitions 
of  the  country,  as  cannons,  culveringe,  muikecrs,  pov/der, 
match,  bullets,  and  to  give  account  thereof  to  the  Gover- 
nor and  Councell. 

V.  A  treafnry  alfo,  or  magazen,  or  (lorehoufe,  to  be 
creeled  and  furniihed  in  every  towne,  as  Deid.  14.28. 
diflincle  from  the  treafury  of  the  church,  that  proviijons 
of  corne  and  other  ncceiT^ries  may  be  layd  up  at  the  beft 
hands,  for  the  reliefe  of  fuch  poore  as  are.  not  members 
of  the  church  ;  and  that  out  of  it  fuch  officers  may  be 
maintayned,  as  capraines  and  the  like,  who  dee  any  pub- 
Jique  fervice  for  the  towne :  But,  chiefely,  this  treafury 
will  be  requifite  for  the  preferving  of  the  livelihood  of 
each  towue  within  itfelfe,  That  in  cafe  the  inheritance  of 
the  lands  that  belonge  to  any  towne  come  to  be  alienated 
from,  the  townefmen,  which  may  unavoydably  fail  out,  yec 
a  fupply  maj'  be  naad?  to  the  livelihood  of  the  towme  by 


a 


reafb:iap;e 
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reafonable  rent  charge  upon  fuch  alienations,  layd  by  the 
common  confcnt  of  the  land  owners  and  townefmen,  and 
to  be  payd  into  the  treafury  of  the  towne, 

^  I.  By  the  yearely  payment  of  fome  fmall  rate 

This  Trca-        "P°"  ^^^^^  °^  ^^"^* 
furv  tobe<^  ^'  ^^  ^"^^  °^  amerciaments  put  upon  tref- 
r    ^j.    ,    ^      paffers  beafts. 
'^^  3.  By  a  rent  charge  upon  alienation  of  towns 

lands. 
A  towne  ireafurer  to  be  appointed  for  the  cverfighc 
and  ordering  of  this  treafury,  chofen  out  of  the  free  bur- 
geffes  of  the  fame  town ;  who  is  to  difpofe  of  things  under 
his  chargie  according  to  the  dire«5i:ion  of  the  judges  of  the 
towne,  and  to  give  account  at  the  townes  courte,  to  the 
judges  and  free  burgelTes  of  the  towne,  or  to  fome  elected 
by  them. 

CHAPT.    IV. 

Of  the  Right  of  Inheritance. 

I.  Forafmuch  as  the  right  of  difpofall  of  the  inheritance 
of  all  lands  in  the  country  lyeth  in  the  generall  courte ; 
whatfoever  lands  are  given  and  afligned  by  the  gcnerali 
courte  to  any  towne,  or  perfon,  (hall  belong  and  remaine 
as  right  of  inlieritance  to  fuch  townes,  and  their  fuccdlors, 
and  to  fuch  perfons,  and  to  their  heires  and  aflignes,  as 
iheir  propriety. forever. 

II.  Whatfoever  lands,  belonging  to  any  towne,  (liail  be 
given  and  alTigned  by  the  towne,  or  by  fuch  oiTicers  there- 
in as  they  lliall  appoint,  unto  any  per.^on,  the  fame  ihall 
belong  and  remaine  unto  fuch  perfon,  and  his  heii  es  and 
aiTignes,  as  his  proper  right  forever. 

Hi.  In  dividing  of  lands  tothefeveral  perfons  in  each 
towne,  as  regard  is  to  be  had  partly  to  the 
number  of  perfons  in  a  family,  to  the  more  Num.26,  k^, 
afil^ning  the  greater  allotment,  to  the  fewer  54. 

jeife,  and  partly  by  the  number  of  beads,   by 
the  which  a  man  is  (itt  to  occupy  the  land  Nian,  35.  3. 
aliigned   to  him  andfubdueitj  foe  eminent 

M  4  refpedl 
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rerpe<ri  in  this  cafe  may  be  given  to  men  of  eminent  quality 
and  defertejn  afligning  unto  them  more  large  and  honour^ 
able  accommodations  in  regard  of  their  greater  difburf- 
ments  to  publique  charges. 

IV.  Forafmuch  as  all  civill  affaires  are  to  be  adminid^ed 
and  ordered  foe  as  may  belt  conduce  to  the  upholding  and 
fetting  forwards  of  the  worfl:iip  of  God  in  church  fellow- 
fiiip,  it  is  therefore  ordered,  that  wherefoever  the  lands 
of  any  mans  inheritance  (hall  fall,  yet  noe  man  (hall  felt 
his  dwelling  houfe  above  the  diftance  of  half  a  myle,  or  a 
myle  at  the  farthefl:,  from  the  meeting  houfe  of  the  con- 
gregation, where  the  church  doth  ufually  '.^ 
aifcmble  for  the  worfliip  of  God.^  ^      ^'  ^  ^' 

V.  Inheritances  are  to  defcend  naturally  fj  i  ^ 
to  the  next  of  the  kinne,  according  to  the  *  ' 
law  of  nature  delivered  by  God.                          on. 

Vi.  If  a  man  have  more  fonnes  then  one, 
then  a  double  portion  fo  be  aligned  and  be-  Deut.  21.  ij» 
Gueathed  to  the  eldell  fonne,  according  to  the 
Jaw  ol-  God,uniefs  his  ov;ne  deraerii  doe  de-   iChro.  ^,  i. 
prive  him  of  the  dignity  of  his   birthright. 
The  like  for  perfona!!  cflates. 

VII.  The  will  of  the  teftator  is  to  be 
approved  or  difallowed  by  the  court  of  go- 
vernor and  afllllants,  or  by  thecourt  of  judges  Heb.  9.    1 7. 
in  each  towne,  yet  not  to  be  difallowed  un-  ^   , 
leffe  it  appear  either   to   be  counterfeit  or      ^  *   3*     5* 
unequall,  either    agamfl  the  law   of   God, 
or  againO:   the  publique   wealth,  or  againfl 
the  6\\t  right  of  the  legatees. 

VIJI.  As  God  in  old  time  in  the  common  wealth  of 
Ifraell  forbad  the  alienation  of  lands  from  one  tribe  to 
another,  foe  to  prevent  the  like  inconvenience  in  the  aliena- 
tion of  lands  from  one  to»>ne  to  another,  it  were  requifite 
to  be  ordered, 

I.  That 

"^  M.iDy  advantages  wo'ald  have  p.ttended  a  hwv  of  this   fort       J5e- 

fidcs  av'0'<^'"g  the  fpiitting  and  multiplying    parifries,  irrprcvcr 

ments  v/ould    have  been  made  in  focial   and  civilized  life  by   ^ 

^?J%  compact  neighbourhood.     This  la>:  ^'^s  c^ver  execute^, 
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I.  That  noe  free  hurgelTe  or  free  inhabitant  of  any  townc, 
fliail  fell  the  land  allotted  to  him  in  iheiowne,  but  to  fome 
one  or  other  of  the  free  burgefles,  or  free  inhabitants  of 
the  fame  towne,  unlefs  the  free  burgefles  of  the  townc 
give  confent  unto  fuch  fale,  or  refufe  to  give  a  due  price 
anfwerable  to  what  others  offer  without  fraude. 

2.  That  if  fuch  lands  be  fold  to  any  others,  the  fale 

(hall  be  made  with  refervarion    of  fuch  a  rent  charge   to 

be  payd  to  the  lowne  flocke,  or  treafury  of  the  towne,  as 

other  the  former  occupiers  of  the  land  were   ;,^  ,  ^ 

,     V,   ,         ir         t^  More  or  lefs 

wont  to  pay  towards  ail  the  publique  charges         fh  U  h 

thereof,  whether  in  church  or  towne,  or  at  ^^^     /.  r.  ^ 

Jeaft  after  the  rate  of  3d.  an  acre,  or  fome        ^    ^  * 

fuch  like  proportion. 

3.  That  if  any  free  burgeffes  or  free  inhabitants  of  any 
towne,  or  the  heire  of  any  of  their  lands  (hall  remove 
their  dwelling  from  one  town  to  another,  none  of  them 
fhall  carry  away  the  whole  benefit  of  the  lands  which  they 
poffefTed  in  the  townes  whence  they  remove;  but  if  they 
ilill  keepe  the  right  of  inheritance  in  their  owne  hand^, 
and  not  itW  it,  as  before,  then  they  fliall  referve  a  like 
proportion  or  rent  charge  out  of  their  lands  to  be  payd  to 
the  publique  treafury  of  the  towne,  as  hath  been  wont  to 
be  payd  out  of  it  to  the  publique  treafury  of  the  towne 
and  church,  or  at  lead  after  the  rate  of  3d.  or  5d.  an  acre, 
as  before, 

4.  That  if  the  inheritance  of  a  free  burgefTe  or  free 
inhabitant  of  any  towne  fall  to  his  daughter,  as  it  will  doc 
for  defe(fi:  of  heires  males,  that  then  if  fuch  daughter  doe 
not  marry  to  fome  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  fame  towne 
where  their  inheritance  lyeth,  nor  fell  their  inheritance  to 
fome  of  the  fame  towne  (as  before)  that  then  they  referve 
a  like  proportion  of  rent  charge  out  of  their  lands  to  be 
payd  to  the  publique  treafury  of  the  towne,  as  hath  been 
wont  to  be  payd  out  of  them  to  the  publique  charges  of 
the  towne  and  church,  or  at  lead  after  the  rare  of  3d.  or 
^i^.  an  acre.  Provided  allways  that  nothing  be  payd  to 
th?  maintenance  of  the  (^hurch  gut  of  the  treafury  of  the 

church 
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church  or  towne,  but  by  the  free  confent  and  dirc^lion  of 
the  free  burgeiTes  of  the  towne.^ 

C  H  A  P  T.    V.     Of  Commerce. 

L  It  (hall  be  lawful  for  the  governor,  with  one  or  more 
of  the  councell,  to  appoint  a  reafonabJe  rate  of  prifes  of 
all  fuch  commodities  as  are  out  of  the  (hippes  to  be  bought 
and  fouid  in  this  country. 

IL  In  trucking,  or  trading  with  the  Indians,  noe  man 
(hall  give  them  for  any  commodity  of  their  filver  or  gold, 
or  any  weapons  of  warre,  either  gunnes  or  gunpowder, 
nor  fwords  nor  any  other  munition  which  might  come  to 
be  ufed  againfl  ourfelves. 

IIL  To  the  intent  that  all  opprefTion  in  buying  and 
felling  may  be  avoyded,  it  (hall  be  lawful  for  the  judges 
in  any  towne,  with  the  confent  of  the  free  burgeiTes,  to  ap- 
point certaine  fele£i:  men  to  fett  reafonable  rates  upon  all 
commodities,  and  proportionably  to  limit  the  wages  of 
workmen  and  labourers,  and  the  rates  agreed  upon  by 
them,  and  ratifyed  by  the  judges  to  binde  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  towne,  the  like  courfe  to  be  taken  by  the 
governor  and  affiflants,  for  the  rating  of  prices  throughout 
the  country,  and  all '  to  be  confirmed,  if  need  be,  by  the 
generall  courte. 

IV.  Juft  waights  and  ballances  to  be  kept 
betweene  buyers  and  fellers,  and  for  default  Lev.  19.  ^S^ 
thereof,  the  profitt  foe  wickedly  and  corrupt-  3  6. 
ly  gotten  and  gained,  with  as  much  more  add-  Prov.  1 1.  i. 
cd  thereto,  is  to  be  forfeited  to  the  publique  mid  15.  11. 
treafury  of  the  common  wealth.                     and  zo.  \o. 

V.  If  a  man  borrow  ought  of  his  neigh- 
bour upon  a  pledge,  the  lender  fliail  not  Deut.  2^,10, 
make  choice  of  what  pledge  he  will  have,     11,  12,13. 
nor  take  fuch  a  pledge  as  is  of  day  lie  necef- 

fary 
*  The  provifion  made  by  this  eighth  fedlicn  is  an  unDcce/Tary  imi- 
tation of:  the  laws  of  Mofes,  and  every  good  end  v/as  anfwercd 
by  making  the  lands  in  each  town  liable  to  the  taxes  and  charges 
©f  lucb  towD,  let  the  owners  live  where  they  may. 
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fary  ufe  unto  the  debtor,  or  if  he  doe  take  ^^£,222^27 
he  fliall  reftore  it  againe  the  fame  day.  ^-     •     »  /• 

VI.  Noe  interefl:  to  be  taken  of  a  poore  E>!0.  22.  25, 
brother  or  neighbour  for  any  thing  lent  un-  Lev,  25.  35, 
to  him.  3^« 

VIL  If  borrowed  goods  be  lofl:  or  hurt  in 
the  owners  abfence,  the  borrower  is  to  make 
them  good  ;  but  in  the  owners   prefence,  Esco,  24.  14, 
wherein  he  fecch  his  goods  noe  otherwife  15, 

ufed  then  with  his  confent,  the  borrower  (hall 
not  make  them  good.  If  they  were  hired,  the 
hire  is  to  be  payd  and  no  more. 

C  H  A  P  T.    VI.     Of  TrefpafTes. 

I.  If  a  mans  fwine  or  any  other  beaft,  or  a  fire  kindled 
by  him  break  out  into  another  mans  field  or  come,  he 
fliail  make  reftitution  both  of  thedammage  done  by  them 
and  of  the  loiTe  of  time  which  others  have 

had  in  carrying  fuch  fwine  orbeafl  unto  the  Exo*27,$,6, 
owners,  or  to  the  folde,  but  if  a  man  put  his 
bead  or  fwine  into  another  mans  field,  reflitution  is  to  be 
made  of  the  bed  of  his  owne,  though  it  were  much  better 
than  that  which  v/as  deflroyed  or  hurte. 

II.  if  a  man  killes  another  mansbead,  or 
ci.£^goropena  pirt,and  leave  it  uncovered,  and  Lev.  24.  18. 
a  bead  fall  into  it,  he  that  killed  the  bead  and  Exo.  2 1.  34. 
the  o^ner  of  the  pitt  dial]  make  reditution. 

III.  If  one  mans  bead  kill   the  bead  of  j^ 

another,  the  owner  of  the  bead   diall  make      ^  '  ,     l*^* 
,1.  and  26. 

reltimtion.  -^ 

IV.  If  a  mans  oxe  or  other  bead  goares  or 

bite  and  kill  a  man  or  a  woman,  whether  £j^i3.  21.28, 
childe  or  of  riper  age,  the  bead  diall  be  killed  29,30,31. 
and  noe  benefitt  of  the  dead  bead  referved 
to  the  owner;  but  if  the  oxe  or  bead  were  wont  topufli 
or  bite  in  times  pad,  and  the  owner  hath  been  tould  it,and 
hath  not  kept  him  in,  then  both  the  oxe  or  bead  fhall  be 
forfeited  and  killed,  and  ihx  owner  alfo  put  to  death,  or 

elfe 
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clfe  fined  to  pay  what  the  judges  and  perfons  damnified 
Ciall  lay  upon  him. 

V.  If  a  man  deliver  goods  to  his  neigh-  £^.22.7,8,9. 
bour  to  keepe  and  they  be  faid  to  be  loft  or  r-  " 
flollen  from  him,  the  keeper  of  the  goods  •  •  °>  » 
fhall  be  put  to  his  oath  touching  his  owne  in- 
noccncy,  which  if  he  take,  and  nre  evidence  appeare  to  the 
contrary,  he  (liall  be  quitt.  But  if  he  be  found  falfe  or 
unfaithful!,  he  (hall  pay  double  unto  his  neighbour  :  But 
if  a  man  take  hire  for  the  goods  committed  to  him,  and 
they  be  ftollen,  the  keeper  (iiall  make  reftitution,  but  if 
the  beaft  To  kept  for  hire,  dye,  or  be  hurte,  or  be  driven 
away  noe  man  feeing  it,  an  oath  fhall  be  taken  of  the 
keeper  that  it  was  without  his  default,  and  it  (hall  be  ac- 
cepted ;  but  if  the  beaft  be  torne  in  pieces,  and  a  piece  be 
brought  for  witnelTe,  it  excufeth  the  keeper. 

CH  APT.    VIL     Oi^  Crincs. 

And  firft  of  fuch  as  deferve  capital  punifliment  or  cutting 
off  from  a  mans  people,  whether  by  death  or  baniihment. 

I.  Blafphemy,which  is  a  curfing  of  God  by  ^ 
atheifme,  or  the  like,  to  be  puniilied  with        \  ^*    ^^ 
death. 

IL  Idolatryto be  punifhed  with  death.    Deu.i^.itoii. 

111.  Witchcraft,  which  is  fellovvfliip  by 
covenant  with  a  familiire  fpirit,to  be  puciOi-  Lev.io.  6.27. 
ed  with  death. 

lY.  Confulters   with  witches  not  to  be  ^^^       ^ 

tolerated,  but  either  to  be  cut  off  by  death      -    -     -    ^* 

I  r     1  2 
or  baniftimenc,  or  other  faitable  punifliment.  ' 

V.  Herefy,  or  the  maintenance  of  fome  wicked  error 

overthrowing  the  foundation  of  chriftian   religion,  with 

obftinacy,  if  it  be  joyned  with  endeavour  to 

feduce  ethers  thereunto,  to  be  punifhed  with  Lei>,  20.  27. 

death,  becaufe  fuch  an  herericke  noe  leffe  Let^.  20.  6. 

than  an  idolater  feekeih  to  thruil  the  fcuis  Zach.  13.3. 

of  men  from  the  Lord  their  GoJ. 

TI.To 
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VI.  To  worfhip  God  in  a  molten  or  gra-  £^(?.  32. 27, 
veD-image,to  be  puniflied  with  death.  28. 

VII.  Such  members  of  the  church  as  doe 

willfully  reje(St  the  will  (after  due  admonition  and  convic- 
tion) of  the  churches  eilablilhed,  and  their  chriftian  admo- 
nition and  cenfures,  to  be  cut  off  by  baniflament,  or  pu- 
nilbed  by  difcretion  of  the  court. 

VIII.  Whoever  (hall  revile  the  religion  and  worfliip  of 
God  and  the  government  of  the  church,  as  it  is  now  efta- 
bl idled,  to  be  cut  off  by  banifhment  or  punifhed  by  difcre- 
tion of  the  court. 

IX.  Wiilfull  perjury,  whether,  before  the  judgment 
feate  or  in  private  conference,  to  be  puni(hed  according  to 
the  quality  of  the  offence;  rafh  perjury,  whether  in  publiquc 
or  private,  to  be  punifned  likewife.  Juft  it  is  that  fuch  a 
mans  name  ftiouid  be  cut  off  from  his  people,  who  pro- 
faneth  foe  grofly  the  name  of  God  before  his  people. 

X.  Profaning  the  Lords  day  in  a  careleffe  Num.i^'^o, 
or  fcornful  negle£t  or  contempt  thereof,  to  be  to  3  6. 
punifhed  with  death. 

XL  To  put  (or  pra£life  the  betraying)  the  country,  or 
any  principal  forte  therein  into  the  hand  of  anyforraignc 
ftate,  Spanifii,  French,  Dutch,  or  the  like,  contrary  to  the 
allegiance  we  owe  and  profeffe  to  our  dread  foveraigne 
lord  king  Charles,  his  beires  and  fucceffors,  whileff  he  is 
pleafed  to  prote6i  us  as  his  loyal  fubje(5ls,  fhall  be  punifhed 
with  death. 

XII.  Unreverent  and  dilliosourable  car- 
riage, in  fpeech  to,  or  concerning,  our  magi-  Num.12,  i  r, 
Urates,  to  be  puniflied  with  banifhment  for  a  14,  15, 
time,  till  they  acknowledge  their  fault,  and 

'profeffe  reformation,  according  to  the  quality  of  the  offence. 

XIII.  Reviling  of  the  magiilrates  in  high-   ^^ ,    0028 
efl  ranke  amongil  us,  to  witt,  of  thcGovernor     r^-  *  '^'n    ' 
and  Councell,  to  be  punillied  with  death.  *"    '  ^'  ^J 

XIV.  Rebellion,  or  fedition,  or  infurrec-  ^ 
tion,  by  taking  up  armes  againfi:  the  prefent   -kt    .j^j^ 
government  ertablifhed  in  the  country,  to  be        *      *   '^* 
puuimed  with   death.                                      :3':5   o  o:5' 

XV.  Rebellious 
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XV.  Rebellious  children,  whether  they  D^z//.  21.  18, 
continue  in  riott  or  drunkennelTe,  after  due  19,20. 

corre<flion  from  their  parents,  or  whether  £a\2  1.15,1 7. 
they  curfeor  fmite  their  parents,  to  be  put  to  Lev,  20.  9. 
death.-^  j. 

XVL  Murther,  which  is  awillfull  man- ^'^•^^•^^'^3- 
flaughter,  not  in  a  mans  neceffary  defence,  Nu?fhQ^^.i6, 
nor  cafually  committed,  but  out  of  hatred  or  17, 18,2  i  t3 
cruelty,  to  be  puniflied  with  death.  24.  oo/(?33. 

XVII.  Adultery,  which  is  the  defyling  Gene.  9.  6. 
of  the  marriage  bed,  to  be  punifhed  with  Lev,  20,  10. 
death.  Beut.22.21. 

XVI II.  Defyling  of  a  woman  efpoufed,  is 

a  kind  of  adultery,  and  punifhable  by  death  Deut.22,27,% 
of  both  parties,  but  if  a  woman  be  forced,  24,  25,  26. 
then  by  the  death  of  the  man  only. 

XIX.  Inceft,  which  is  the  defiling  of  any 
that  are  nearc  of  kinne  within  the  degrees 
prohibited  in  Leviticus,  to  be  punifhed  with  Lsv.  20.  ii, 
death;  unnatural  filthinefs  to  be  puniflied    12,   13,  14. 
with  death,  whether  fodomy,  which  is  carnal  6^19.20.21, 
fellowiliip  of  man  with  man,  or  of  woman 

with  woman ;  or  buggery,  which  is  carnal  I 
fellowlhip  of  man  or  woman  with  beads  or  fowles. 

XX.  Pollution  of  a  woman  knowne  to  be 

in  her  flowers,  to  be  puniflied  with  death,  f     Lev.  20.  18, 

XXI.  Whoredome  of  a  raaid  in  her  fathers 

houfe  kept  lecret  till  after  her  marriage  with  Deut'22.2o, 

another,  to  be  punifljed  with  death.  21. 

XXII.  Manflealing  to  be  puniihed  with  ^.^      ^ 
death.  ^'^  •  -4'  /• 

XXIII.  Falfe  witnes  againfl  life  to  be  pu-  Deut. 1^.16. 
niflied  with  death.  21. 

CHAPT.VIII. 

*  There  were  fevcral  trials  upon  this  law,  John  Porter  was  cori- 
vldtsd  and  lentenced  to  death.  He  appealed  to  the  Commif- 
fioners  in  1665  and  whilft  the  diipute  between  them  and  the 
Colony  was  depending  he  found  means  to  efcape,  and  there  ne- 
ver was  any  perfon  fuffcred  death  for  this  offence. 

f  This  with  divers  others  were  crafsdby  iVIr.Wiiithrop,  and  never 
pafTed  into  laws. 
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CHAPT.    VIIL 

Of  other  crimes  lefs  heinous,  and  fuch  as  are  to  be 
puniflied  with  fome  corporal  punifliment  orfine. 

L  Flrfl:,  rafh  and  profane  fwearing  and  curfing  to  be 
punifhed, 

r.  With  lofTe  of  honour,  or  office,  if  he  be  a  niagiftrate, 
or  officer;  meet  it  is  their  names  fhould  be  difhonoured 
who  difhonourGods  name. 

2.  With  lolTe  of  freedome. 

g.  With  difabiiity  to  give  teftimon^r. 

4.  With  corporall  punifhraent ;  either  by  flripes,  or  by 
branding  him  with  an  hot  iron,  or  bearing  through  the 
tongue,  who  hath  boared  and  pierced  Gods  name,  or  by  fine. 

li.  DrunkennefTe,  as  transforming   Gods 
image  into  a  beaft  is  to  be  punifhed  with  the 
punifhment  of  beafts,  a  whip  for  the  horfe,  Prov,  26»  3. 
and  a  rod  for  the  fooles  backe,  is  to  be  punifh- 
ed by  the  difcretion  of  the  court  or  magiflrate. 

III.  Forcing  of  a  maide,  or  a  rape,  is  not  to  bepunifh* 
ed  with  death  by  Gods  laws, 

f  I.  With  fine,  or  penalty  to  the  father 
I      of  the  maid.  Deuti  2,1  J, 

I  2.  With  marriage  of  the  maid  defiled,  1 8.6'2  8,2  9, 
But,  i      to  wit,  if  (lie  and  her  father  confenr. 

3.  With  corporall  punifhment  of  flripes,  for  this 
.wrong  is  a  real  flander,  and  it  is  worfe  to  make  a 
v/hore,  than  to  fay  one  is  a  whore, 

IV.  Fornication   to  be  puniflied, 

1.  By  marriage  of  the  maid,  or  giving  her   ip  /- 
a  lumcienc  dowry. 

2.  With  flripes,  though  fewer,  from  the  equity  of  the 
former  cafe. 

V.  Maiming,  or  wounding  of  a  freeman, 

whether  free  burgefTe  or  free  inhabitant,  to  Ex.2\.  18,19. 
to  be  punifhed  with   a  fine,  and  to  pay,       L^i;.2^. 19,20. 

I.  Firft  for  his  cure.      2.  For  his  lofTc. 

And  with  lofTe  of  member  for  member,  or  fome  valu- 
able recompence.  But 
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But  if  it  be  maiming  or  wounding  of  a  r^  . 

fervant,  the  fervant  istogoe  Forth  free  from  ^•^•21.26.27 
fuch  a  fervice,  and  the  mafter  further  punifhed  by  dif- 
cretion,  &c. 

YL  If  a  man  (leale  a  beaft,  and  it  be  found  in  his  hand> 
he  fhail  make  reftitution  two  for  one,  if  it 
be  killed  and  fold,  reditution  to  be  made  of  Ex,  22.  i.  4* 
five  oxen  for  one,  of  four  {heepe,  goats  or 
fwine,   for  one;  if  the  thief  be  not  able  to  Ex,  22.  3* 
make  reftitution,  then  he  to  be  fold  by  the 
magiftrates  for  a  fervant,  till  by  his  labour  he  may  make 
due  reftitucion. 

Yll.  If  a  thiefe  be  found  breaking  up  a  houfe  by  night, 
if  he  be  llain  his  fmiter  is  guiltleiTe,  but  in 
the  day  time  the  thiefe  is  to  make  full  reditu-  Exo,  22.  2, 
tution  (as  before)  and  further  punillied  for 
his  attempt  &c.    by  difcretionj  or  if  he  be  not  able,  theii 
to  be  fold  as  before. 

VIII.  Slanderers  are  to  bepunifhed,         Deu.22.iyAS» 

1.  By  a  publicke  acknowledgment,  as  the  flander  was 
publicke. 

2.  By  mulcts  or  fine  of  money,  when  the  llander  bring- 
eth  damage. 

3.  By  (tripes,  if  the  flander  be  groiTe,  and  odious,  againfi: 
fuch  perfons  whom  a  man  ought  to  honour  and  che- 
rilh,  whether  they  be  his  fuperiours,  or  in  fome 
degrees  of  equality  with  himfelle,  as  his  wife,  &c* 

CHAPT.    IX. 

Of  the  triall  of  caufes,  whether  civill  or  criminalh 
and  the  execution  of  fcntcncc. 

I.  In  the  triall  of  all  caufes,  noe  judgment 

fliall  paffe,  but  either  upon  confeffion  of  the  Detd.  19.  4. 
party,or  upon  the  teflimonyof  twowitneffes*  and  17.  6. 
SufEcient  teflimony. 

II.  Triall  by  jurors  fliall  not  be  denyed,  where  either 
the  delinqaent  reqiireth  it  in   caufes  crirainall,    or  the 

flrfitiiiff 
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plaintiff  or  defendant  in  civill  caufes,  partly  to  prefervc  the 
iiberiy  of  the  people,  and  partly  to  prevent  fufpicion  of 
partiality  of  any  magiftrates  in  the  courte. 

III.  The  jurors  arc  not  to  be  chofen  by  any  magiflratcs 
Or  officers,  but  by  the  free  burgefles  of  each  lowne,  as  caa 
give  beft  light  to  the  caufes  dependant  in  courte,  and  who 
are  leaf!  obnoxious  to  fufpicion  of  partiality,and  the  jurors 
then  chofen  to  be  nominated  to  the  course,  and  to  attend 
the  fervice  of  the  courte. 

IV.  The  fentence  of  judgment,  up6n  cfi- 

minall  caufes  and  perfons,  (hall  be  executed  Deut.  25.  2I 
in  the  prefcnce  of  the  magiftrates  or  fome 
one  of  them  at  leaft. 

V.  Noe  freeman,  whether  free  burgeffc  or  free  Inha- 
bitant, to  be  imprifoned,  but  either  upon  convi£lion,  or  for 
want  of  fuflicient  furety  in  cafe  of  debt,  &c.  or  at  leaft 
probable  fufpicion  of  fome  crime  formerly  mentioned,  and 
the  caufe  of  his  imprifonment  to  be  declared  and  tried  ac 
the  next  courte  following,  at  thefuriheft. 

VI.  Stripes  are  not  to  be  infii^led  but  when  the  crimes 
of  the  offenders  are  accompanied  with  childiflior  bruitilh 
folly,  or  with  lewd  filthineffe,  or  with  (lubborne  infolency,  or 
with  beaftly  cruelty,  or  with  idle  vagrancy:  r^ 

But  when  ftripes'are  due,  not  above  forty  "'^'  '^* 

are  to  be  inflidled. 

CHAPT.    X. 

Of  caufes  criminall    betwecne   our  people   and 
forraignc  nations. 

I.  In  cafe  any  of  our  people  fliould  do  wrong  to  men  of 
another  nation,  upon  coraplriint  made  to  the  Governor  or 
other  of  the  Councell,  or  Afliflants,  the  h&. 
is  diligently  to  be  enquired  into,  and  being  fr,f%  n 
found  10  be  true,  full  reflirution  is  to  be  made       ^    " '  * 
put  of  the  goods  of  the  offender,  as  the  cafe 
{hall  require,  and  the  offender  himfelfe  to  he  fevereiy 
punilhed,  according  to  the  qualitv  of  ihe  crime. 

N     '  IL  la 
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n.  In  cafe  the  people  oF  another  nation  I  ave  done  any 
important  wrong  to  any  of  ours,  right  is  firfl 
to  be  demanded   of  the   Governor  of  that  D^w.20.io.n, 
people,    and    juflice    upon    the  malefa^lor,  2Sa7n.20.1S, 
which  if  it  be  granted  and  performed,  then 
nee  breach  of  peace  to  follow. 

III.  If  right  and  inftice  be  denied,  and  it  will  not  (land 
with  the  honour  of  God  and  fafety  of  the  nation  that  the 
Wrong  be  pall  over,  then  warrc  is  to  be  undertakea  and 
denounced. 

IV.  Some  minifler  is  to  be  fent  forth  to  go  Deiif.  20.  t, 
along  with  the  army,  for  their  inftrudion  2,  3,  ^. 
and  incouragemenr. 

V.  When  betrothed   and  not  married,  or 
newly  married,  and  fuch  as  have  newly  built 

or  planted    and   not    received  the  fruits  of  Deut,  20.  5, 
their  labours,  and  fuch   as  are  faint  hearted  6,7,8, 

men  arc  not  to  be  preiTed  or  forced  again  ft 
their  willes   to  goe  forth   to   warres. 

VI.  Captains  are  to  bechofen  by  the  officers.  Deut. 20. <;» 

VII.  All  wickednes  is  to  be  removed  put  of  ^ 

the  campe  by  fevere  difcipline.  --Z-v^  -* 

VIII.  And,in  warre,  men  of  a  corrupt  and  ^  ^j  ^'  y 
falfe  religion  are  not  to  be  accepted,  much  "  '  -^ 
lelTe  fouuht  for. 

IX.  Women,  efpecially  fuch  as  have  not 

lyen  by  man,  little  children,  and  catrle,  are  Deut. 20. i^* 
to  be  fparcd  and  refervcd  for  fpoyle. 

X.  Fruit  trees,  whilefl  they  rray  be  of  ufe 

for  raeate  to  our  owne  fculdiers,  are  nor  to  Deut.zo.ig. 
be  cut  downe  or  deflroyed,  and  confequently  20. 

not  corne. 

XI.  The  fpoyles  gotten  by  warres  are  to  be 

divided  into  two  partes,  between  thefou  diers  Num. 1^1.  27. 
and  the  commonwealth  ihat  fent  them  forth. 

XII.  A  tribute  from  both  is  to  be  levycd 

to  the  Lord  and  given  to  the  treafury  of  the  Ninn.'^i.  28, 
church,  a  5th  paneout  of  the  commonwealths  29,  47, 

parte,  and  a  5th  parte  out  of  the  fculdiers. 

XIIL  IF 
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XIIL  If  all  the  fouldiers  returne  backe  again  in  peace, 
not  one  ]ackinge»it  is  acceptable  to  the  Lord,  if  they  offer, 
over  and  above  their  former  tribute,  a  voluntary  oblatioti 
unto  the  treafury  of  the  church,  for  ihememoriall  of  the 
redemption  of  their  lives  by  the  fpeciali  providence  and 
falvation  of  the  Lord  of  Hods. 

Ifa'iab  33.  22.  The  Lord  is  our  Judge,  the  Lord  is 
our  Lawgiver,  the  Lord  is  our  King, 
he  will  fave  us.         Amen. 


Anfvvers  of  the  Reverend  Elders   to  ccrtaine 
Qucflions  propounded  to  theni/^ 

Q^i.  T7f  7HETHER  the  magidrates  are  by  p^ttentand 
V  ¥  elecijon  of  the  people  the  (landing  counfell 
of  the  common  wealth,  in  the  v.icancie  of  the  p^eneral  court, 
and  have  power  accordingly  to  at>  in  all  cafes  fubje(5l  to 
government  according  to  faid  pattent  and  the  laws  of  this 
jurifdichon.  and  when  any  necCilary  occafions  call  foraclion 
from  authority,  in  cafes  wne.''e  there  is  nee  particular  ex- 
preiie  law  provided,  there  to  be  guided  by  ihQ  word  ofGod 
till  the  generall  courte  give  particular  rules  in  fuch  cafes  ? 
A.  I.  The  magiilraresare  by  patcent  and  elecPtion  of  the 
people,  the  fhinding  counfcil  of  the  commonwealth  in  the 
vacancie  of  the  generall  coune,and  accordingly  to  a£l  in  all 
cafes  according  to  the  patient  (pertaining  ro  government) 
and  laws  made  by  the  faid  general!  courte  of  this  jurifdic- 
rion.  This  anfwer  is  grounded  upon  fundry  palTages  in 
(he  faid  patteoc,  as  p.  10.  wliere  it  is  faid  that  theGover- 

N  2  nor, 

*  The  ElJers  '.vere  made  umpires  ia  a  contention  between  the 
Governor  and  AiTiilanrs  on  the  one  part,  and  the  Houie  of  Hc- 
ptiriesoiithe  other.  Tiie  patent,  iftxie  corporation  had  continued 
in  England  as  was  iniended,  admits  of  no  difHcuity  in  the  con- 
ftruiftion  of  it.  Theie  doubts  and  qoedions  arile  rocerly  from 
changing  a  corporation  in  England  irtio  a  common  weiiltli  in 
/\tn2rica.  The  q'le'lions  iecm  not  to  have  been  piOi^ofcd  'A\  at 
ihe  fame  time,  buc  it  appears  thsy  were  ill  aaUvcred  before  ibi; 
year  \6.\(i. 
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nor,  Deputie  Governor  and  AfTiftants  (hall  apply  thcmfelves 
to  take  care  of  the  beft  difpofeing  and  ordering  of  the  ge- 
nerall  affaires  and  bufinefTes  of  for  and  concerning  the 
lands  and  premiffes  and  the  plantations  thereof,  and  the 
government  of  the  people  there.  Alfoe  p.  1 1.  it  is  faid 
that  the  Governor,  Deputie  Governor  and  Afliftants,  or 
anie  number  of  them  as  is  exprefled,  (hall  be  a  full  and  fuf- 
ficient  courie  for  the  handling,  ordering  and  difpatching  of 
all  fuch  bufmefles  and  occurrences  as  (hall  from  time  to 
time  happen  touching  and  concerning  the  faid  company  or 
plantation.  And  it  is  faid  p.  12.  that  it  is  in  the  power  of 
the  gencrall  courte  to  make  laws  and  ordinances  for  the 
good  and  wellfare  of  the  corapanie,  and  they  may  make 
and  eftabli(h  wholefome  laws,  ftatutes  and  ordinances  for 
the  fettling  of  the  forms  and  ceremonies  of  government 
and  magiftracie,  and  for  managing  and  fettling  all  forts  of 
officers,  fuperiour  and  inferiour,  and  for  the  diflingui(hing 
and  fetting  forth  the  feverall  duties,  powers  and  limmitts 
in  every  fuch  office  and  place.  2dly.  We  doe  not  find  that 
by  the  pattent  they  are  exprefsly  directed  to  proceed  ac- 
cording to  the  word  of  God,  but  we  underftand  that  by 
a  law  or  libertie  of  the  country,  they  may  act  in  cafes 
"wherein  as  yet  there  is  no  exprelTe  law,  foe  that  in  fuch 
a£ls  they  proceed  according  to  the  word  of  God. 

0^2.  "Whether  the  Governor  and  Affiilants  have  anle 
power  by  pattenc  to  difpence  jufticc  in  the  vacancie  of 
the  generall  courte,  without  fome  law  or  order  of  the 
lame  to  declare  the  rule  ^ 

A.  We  doe  not  find  in  this  commonwealth  now  confli- 
tuted  by  this  pattent  that  the  Governor  and  Affiflants  have 
any  power  to  difpence  juflice  in  the  vacancie  of  the  genc- 
rall courte,  without  fome  law  or  order  of  the  fame,  as  the 
rule  of  theire  adminiflration,  which  we  conceive  were 
meete  to  be  expreiled  for  the  regularcing  of  all  particulars 
as  far  as  may  be,  when  fuch  cannot  be  fupplyed  by 
generall  rules. 

0^3.  Whether  anic  generall  courte  hath  nor  power  in 
particular  cafes  to  choofe  any  commiffioners,  either  affif- 
lants or  freemen,  exempting  all  others,  to  give  theire  com- 

raiffion, 
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miflion,  to  feet  forth  theire  power  and  places  by  any  par- 
ticular cafe,  we  meane  in  all  things,  and  in  ihofeof  all  the 
officers  the  commonwealth  (lands  in  need  of  between  elec- 
tion and  elcflion,  not  taking  away  the  peoples  liberties  in 
eleflion,  nor  turneing  out  any  officer  foe  ele^led  by  them 
without  fliewing  caufe  ? 

A.  If  the  tearmes  (all  thinges)  intend  or  imply  all  cafes 
of  conftanr  judicature  and  counfell,  we  anfwer  negatively, 
viz.  that  the  generall  courte  hath  not  power  by  pattent  ia 
all  cafes  to  choofe  anic  officers,  as  commiffioners,  either 
affiftants  or  freemen,  exempting  that  is  excluding  all  others, 
to  give  them  commiffion,  to  fer  forth  theire  power  and 
places,  bccaufe  it  would  then  follow,  that  the  magiftrates 
might  be  excluded  from  all  cafes  of  conftant  judicature  and 
counfell  which  are  theire  principall  worke,  whereby  alfoe 
the  end  of  the  peoples  election  would  be  made  fruihare. 
2dly.  But  if  thefe  tearms  (all  things)  imply  and  intend 
cafes,  whether  occafionall  or  other,  belonging  neither  to 
conftant  judicature  nor  counfell,  we  anfwer  affirmatively, 
viz.  The  generall  courte  hath  power  by  pattent  in  fuch 
particular  cafes  to  choofe  anie  officers  and  commiffioners, 
cither  affiftants  or  freemen,  exempting  all  others,  to  give 
them  commiffion,  to  fett  forth  theire  power  and  places, 
which  yet  we  underhand  with  this  dillindlion,  viz.  that  if 
the  affaires  committed  to  fuch  officers  or  commiffioners  be 
oi'  generall  concernment,  we  conceive  the  freemen  accor- 
ding to  the  pattent  are  to  choofe  them,  the  generall  courte 
to  fett  forth  theire  power  and  places ;  but  if  the  aflaires 
committed  to  fuch  officers  or  commiffioners  be  meerely  of 
particular  concernment,  then  we  conceive  the  generall 
courte  may  both  choofe  them  and  fett  forth  theire  power 
and  places.  Whereas  we  give  places  of  conftant  judicature 
and  counfell  to  the  magiftrates,  we  thus  interpret  the 
word  (counfell)  Counfell  confifts  of  care  and  adion;  in 
refpe£l  of  car.^  they  are  not  to  be  limited,  in  refpe^t  of 
adlion  they  are  to  be  limited  by  the  generall  courte  as  the 
fupfeme  counfell.  Finally,  it  is  our  humble  requeft  that 
if  anie  difference  grow  in  the  generall  courte  betweene 

N  3  magiflrates 
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magiilraies  and  deputies,  either  in  thefe  or  anie  the  like 
Weighty  cafes  which  cannot  be  prcfently  ilTued  with  mutual 
peace,  then  both  parties  will  be  pleafed  to  deferre  the 
fame  to  further  deliberation,  for  the  honour  of  God 
and  of  the  courte. 

Q^T.  Whether  the  deputies  in  genera]  courte  have 
judiciall  and  ma^idraticall  authoritie  P 

Q^  2.  Whether  by  pattent  the  general!  courre,  confid- 
ing of  magi il rates  and  deputies,  as  a  general!  courre,  have 
judiciall  and  magiflraticall  authoritie  ? 

A.  I,  The  pattent  in  expreiTe  words  giveth  full  power 
and  authoritie,  as  toihe  governor  and  aiTiftants  foe  to  the 
freemen  alfoe  aflembled  in  generail  courte,  p.  1 1.  2dly, 
"Whereas  there  is  a  g  fold  power  of  magiftratica!!  authori- 
tie, legiilative,  judicative,  and  corxfultative  or  diredlative, 
of  the  publique  affaires  of  the  commonweahh,  for  provi- 
fion  and  protection.  The  id  of  thefe,  namely,  legiilative, 
is  expreflely- given  to  the  freemen  joyntly  with  the  gover- 
nor and  alTiilants,  p.  12.  Confukafive  or  dire(ftative  power 
of  the  nublique  aflliires  of  the  commonweahh,  for  provi- 
fion  and  protection,  is  aifo  granted  by  the  pattent  unto  the 
freemen  as  to  the  governor  and  aiiiflanrs,  p.  13.  But  now 
for  the  judicature,  if  we  fpeake  of  the  conftant  and  ufuail 
adminillration  hereof,  we  doe  not  find  that  it  is  granted 
to  the  freemen  or  deputies  in  the  general!  courte,  either 
by  the  pattent  or  by  the  eieCtion  of  the  people,  or  by  anie 
law  of  the  connrry.  But  if  we  fpeake  of  the  occationa! 
adminifrration  thereof  we  fmd  the  power  of  judicature 
adminiftrahlc  by  the  freemen  joyntly  with  the  governor 
and  aflidanfs,  upon  a  double  occafion,  i.  In  cafe  of  de- 
fect or  delinquency  of  a  msgillrate  we  find  the  whole 
general!  courte  of  governor,  deputy  governor,  afTiRants 
and  freemen  may  proceed  to  remove  him,  p.  12.  2dly. 
If  by  the  law  of  the  countrcy  there  l]'-  anie  appeale 
to  the  general  courte  or  any  otiier  fpecial  chafes  referred 
to  thieire  judgement,  it  will  neceffarily  inferre  that  in  fuch 
cafes^  by  fuch  laws,  the  freemen  joyntly  mih  the  governor 

mi 
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and  afUftants  have  power  of  judicature  touching  the  ap- 
pealeanrsand  caufe,  the  appealc  and  thofe  referved  cafes. 
What  we  fpeakc  of  the  power  of  freemen,  the  fame  may 
be  faid  of  deputies,  foe  far  forth  as  the  power  of  the 
freemen  is  delegated  to  them  by  order  of  law. 

Q^  3.  Whether  we  may  warrantably  prefcribe  penahics 
to  orFcnces  which  may  probably  admitt  of  variable  de- 
grees of  guilt  ? 

0^4.  Whether  a  judge  be  bound  to  pronounce  fen- 
rence  as  a  pofitive  law  prefcribes,  in  cafe  it  be  apparently 
above  or  beneath  the  merit  of  the  otTence  P 

A.  T.  Certaine  penalties  may  and  ought  to  be  prefcribed 
ro  capitall  crimes,  ahhough  they  may  admitt  variable  de- 
grees of  guilt,  as  in  cafe  of  murder  upon  prepenfed  malice 
and  upon  fuddcn  provocation  there  is  prefcribed  the  fame 
death  in  both,  though  murder  upon  a  prepenfed  malice  be 
a  farre  greater  guilt  than  upon  fudden  provocation,  Num, 
35,  16,  17,  18.  with  ver.  20  21.  alfoe  in  crimes  of  ieffe 
guilt,  as  in  theift,  though  fome  theift  be  of  greater  guilt 
than  other  (as  for  fome  men  to  fteale  a  fheepe  that  hath 
lefTe  nede  is  of  greater  guilt  than   for  another  who  harh 
more  nede)  the  Lord  prefcribed  one  fame  meafure  of  redi- 
tution   to  both,   Exod.   22.   i.     2dly,  In    caie  vari.ible 
circumftances  of  an  offence  doe  foe  much  varie  the  degrees 
of  guilt,  as  that  the  offence  is  raifed   to  a  higher  nature, 
then  the  penaitiemuil  be  varied   to  an  higher  anfwerable 
proportion;  the  (trikeing  of  a  neighbour  may  be  puniibeJ 
with  fome  pecuniary  mulct,  when  theftrikeingof  a  father 
may  be  puniflied  with  death  ;  foe  any  fm  committed  with 
an  hie  hand,  as  the  gathering  (licks  of   the  Sabbath  day 
jnay  be  puniflied  with  death,  when  a  lefler  punifhmenc 
might  ferve  for  gathering  fticks  privily  and  in  fome  need, 
gdly,  In  cafe  circumftances  doe  iot  varie  a  fmne  as  that 
many  fmnes  are  complicated  and  wrapped  up  in  ir,  the  pe- 
caltie  is  to.  be  varied  according  to  the  penaltie  of  thofe 
feverall  fmnes.     A  fmgle  lye  may  be  puniflied  with  a  Ieffe 
CiUld  than  if  it  be  tould  before  the  judgement  feate.  or 
N  4  eh'ewherc 
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elfewherc  to  the  damage  of  any  perfon,  whether  in  his 
good  name  by  flandcr,  or  in  his  eftate  by  detriment  in  his 
commerce,  in  which  cafe  a  lye  aggravated  by  circumftances 
is  to  be  punifhed  with  refpe^l  both  to  a  lye  and  a  llander, 
and  to  the  detriment  which  another  fuflaineth  thereby. 
4thly,  In  cafe  that  the  circumflances,  which  varie  the 
degrees  of  guilt,  concernc  only  the  perfon  of  the  offender 
(as  whether  it  were  his  firft  offence,  or  cuftomarie,  whether 
he  was  inticed  thereto  or  the  inticer,  whether  he  was  prin- 
cipal! or  acceffary,  whether  unadvifed  or  wittingly  and  wil- 
lingly, &c.)  there  it  were  m,eete  that  the  penaliie  Ihould 
be  expreffed  with  a  latitude,  whereof  the  loweft  degree  to 
be  expreffed,  fuppofe  5/.  or  as  the  cafe  may  be  5  ffripes, 
and  the  higheft  degree  20/.  or  40J.  or  flripes  more  or  lefs, 
within  which  compafs  or  latitude  it  may  be  free  to  a  magi- 
ftrace  to  aggravate  or  mitigate  the  penaltieas  thecircum* 
ftances  doe  require  or  alleviate  the  offence.     Yet    we 
would  have  care  be  taken  that  a  roagifiraie  attend   in  his 
fcnrence  to  a  certaine  rule,  as  much  as  may  be  in  ihok  cir- 
cumiiances,  leil  fome  perfon  whofe  fms  be  alike  circum^ 
ftantiated  with  another,  if  his  punifliment   be  not  equal! 
the  one  with  the  other,  one   may  thinke  himfelfe  more 
unequally  dealt    wiihall   than  another.     5chly,    In  thofe 
cafes  wherein  a  judge  is  perfvvaded   in  confcience  that  a 
crime  deferved  a  greater  punifhment  than  the  law   infii6l- 
eth,  he  may  lawfully  pronounce  fentence  according  to  the 
prefcript  penaltie  of  the  law,  becaufe  he  hath  noe  power 
committed  to  him  by  law  to  goe  higher ;  but  where  the 
law  may  fcem  to  the  confcience  of  the  judge  to  infli<fl  a, 
greater  penalty   than  the  offence  defervcth,  it  is  his  part 
to  fufpend  his  fentence   till  by  conferrence  with  the  law- 
givers he  hath  liberty,  either  to  inflict  the  fentence  or  to 
mitigate  it,     6thly,  The  penalties  of  great  crimes  may  be 
fometirnes  mittigated  by  fuch  as  are  in  cheife  power,  which 
in  this  country  is  the  general!  courre,out  of  refpcft  to  the 
publique  good  fervices  which  the  delinquent  hath  done  to 
the  fUte  in  farmer  umesj  fo  Solompii  mittigated  the  pu- 
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puDifhrnent  of  Abiathar  for  his  fervice  done  to  his  father 
formerly,   1  Kings  2,  26,  27. 

Q^  I.  Whether  the  diftin<5lion  of  power  and  authorityc 
in  magiflrates,  and  only  libertie  of  counfell  in  the  people, 
be  according  to  the  pattern,  with  refpeft  of  the  magiflrates 
9Dd  deputies  in  the  generall  court  ? 

A.  We  conceive  by  the  pattent,  as  the  people  have  li- 
bertie of  counfell,  foe  they  have  alfoc  other  power  or  au- 
thority, as  we  have  exprefled  in  our  anfwer  to  the  two 
firfl  q^ueftions  fent  unto  us  by  our  honoured  magiftratcs. 

Q^  2.  Whether  the  generall  courte,  confiding  of  magi'- 
ftrates  and  deputies,  be  not  the  chiefe  power  of  this  com- 
monwealth, and  to  defcribe  the  power  of  magiftracy,  and 
to  prefcribe  laws  to  all,  and  doe  all  other  a£ls  which  belong 
to  fuch  a  power  i* 

A.  The  generall  courte,  confiding  of  magiftratcs  and 
deputies,  is  the  chiefe  civill  power  of  this  commonwealth, 
foe  as  to  prefcribe  the  power  of  magiftracy  and  to  pre- 
fcribe in  a  civill  way  lawes  unto  all,  not  repugnant  unto 
the  lawes  of  God,  nor  to  the  pattent,  nor  to  the  funda- 
mental! lawes  and  liberties  eflabliflied  in  this  common- 
wealth, and  accordingly  may  doe  all  other  a6ls  which  be- 
longe  to  fuch  a  power,  as  namely,  both  a6ls  of  counfell 
tending  to  the  provifion  and  protection  and  wellfare  of  the 
whole  body,  and  alfoe  a61s  of  judgement,  foe  far  as  (ac- 
cording to  our  anfwer  to  the  two  former  queftions  of  our 
honoured  magiflrates)  is  by  the  pattent  or  choice  of  the 
people  or  lawes  of  the  commonwealth  refervcd  to  them 
and  feated  in  them. 

Q^g.  Whether  our  government  be  a  pure  ariftocracie 
or  mixt  with  a  democracie  ?  If  mixt,  whether  it  {hould 
not  be  mixt  in  ail  the  adminiflrations  of  the  fame  ? 

A.  I.  Our  government  is  not  a  meere  ariftocracy,  but 
mixt  of  an  ariftocracy  and  democracy,  in  refpe^l  of  the 
generall  courte.  2dly,  Notwithftanding  it  be  mixed  in  the 
geuerall  courte,  yet  it  followeth  nQt  neceffary  thereupon, 

that 


iS6       COLLECTION    of    PAPERS. 

that  it  {hould  be  mixed  in  all  other  courresand  adminiflra- 
tions  thereof,  becaufe  our  forme  (as  all  other  foniies  of 
civill  government)  is  the  ordinance  of  man,  therefore  as  it 
was  free  to  make  it  mixed  or  fimple,  foe  alfoe  to  make  it 
mixed  in  the  general!  courte  and  united  in  others  accord- 
ing to  the  pleafures  of  the  ordeiners  thereof.  Accordingly 
our  pattenr,  notwithftanding  it  hath  made  our  government: 
mixed  in  refpefl  of  the  generall  courte,  yet  it  feemes  to 
have  inftituted  fubordinate  adminiftrations  of  juflice  to  be 
driftocratically  difpenfed  by  the  courte  of  affiftants ;  yet 
even  in  thefe  courtes  there  is  fome  place  for  a  democraticiil 
difpenfation  in  rcfpeft  of  the  jurors. 

It  was  voted  that  all  the  anfwers  given  in  by  the  reve- 
rend Elders  to  the  feverall  quedions,  v.  ere  approved 
juft  and  true  anfwers  to  fatisfaction,  except  fuch  as 
arc  not  put  to  vote. 

Prop.  I.  That  the  alTidants  have  noe  power  to  afl  in 
judicature  without  fome  law  of  the  generall  courte  to  de- 
clare the  rule. 

Elders.  That  the  aHidants  have  noe  power  to  a£t  ia 
judicature  without  fome  law,  either  particularly  expreffed, 
or  in  generall  tearms,  in  defe^fl:  thereof,  enacted  by  the 
"generall  courte  as  the  rule  of  their  adminidraiiones. 

Prop.  2.  That  the  generall  court  confiding  of  magi- 
ftrates  and  deputies  is  the  chiefefl:  power  of  this  common- 
Wealth,  and  may  a6l  in  all  things  belonging  to  fach  a  power 
toncerning  counfell  and  judicature,  namely  ior  making 
laws,  receiving  appeals,  queftioning  and  fentencing  the 
highefl  officers,  and  confulting  about  the  weightiefl:  affaires 
of  the  common  wealth  and  in  all  other  cafes  which  in 
their  wifdome  they  thinke  meet  to  take  cognizance  of. 

Elders.  That  the  general  court  confiding  of  magiftrares 
and  deputies  is  the  chiefefl  power  of  this  common  wealth, 
and  may  ^Ci  in  all  things  belonging  to  fuch  a  power,  both 
concerning   couafdl    in  confulting   about    the  weighty 
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aftairs  of  this  common  wealth  and  concerning  lawes,alfoe 
concerning  judicature  in  orderly  impeaching,  fentanceing 
and  removing  officers,  even  the  higheft  according  to  lav^, 
likewife  in  receiving  appcales,  whether  touching  civill 
or  criminal  I  cafes  wherein  appeales  are  or  (hall  be  allowed 
by  th^generall  court. 

Prop,  3.  That  the  magiftrate  hath  not  power  to  vary 
from  the  penalties  of  any  law  either  ro  mitigate  or  exceed 

the  fame. 

Elders.  That  the  magiftrate  hath  not  power  to  vary 
from  the  penahie  of  any  law  either  to  mitigate  or  exceed 
the  fame  without  confent  of  the  general  court. 

Prop.  4.  That  the  patent  in  exprefle  words  giveth  full 
power  and  authority  as  to  the  governor  and  affiftants  foe 
to  the  freemen  alfo  affembled  in  general  court. 

Elders.  That  the  patent  in  exprefTe  words  giveth  full 
power  and  authority  as  to  the  governor  and  affiftants  foe 
to  the  freemen  alfo  alTembled  in  general  court,  or  thus, 
that  the  full  power  which  is  prefcribed  by  the  patent  and 
graunred  by  [he  general  court  is  not  only  to  the  governor 
and  alTiflants,  but  alfo  to  the  freemen  there  affembled  and 
a6hng  with  common  confenr. 

Prop.  5.  That  certaine  penalties  may  and  ought  to  be 
prefcribed  in  cafes  although  the  otienccs  admit  of  variable 
degrees  of  guilt. 

Elders.  That  certaine  penalties  may  and  ought  to  be 
prefcribed  in  cafes  although  the  offences  admit  of  variable 
degrees  of  guilt. 
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A  Remonftrance  and  Petition  of  Robert  Child, 
and  others. 

To  the  worfiiipful  the  Governor,  the  Deputy  Governor, 
and  the  reft  of  the  Alliftants  of  the  MalTachufets  Bay- 
in  New  England,  together  with  the  Deputyes  of  the 
General!   Court  now  alTembied  at   Bofton. 

The  Remonftrance  and  humble  Petition  of  us  vvhofe  names 
are  underwritten,  in  behalfe  of  ourfelves  and  divers 
others  within  this  jurifdi£lion,   humbly  fliewcth, 

THAT  we  cannot  but  with  all  thankfulnes  acknow- 
ledge your  indefatigable  paines,  continuall  care 
and  conftant  vigilancy,  which,  by  the  blefting  of  the 
Almighty,  hath  procured  unto  this  wildernefs  the  much 
defired  fruits  of  peace  and  plenty  :  While  our  native  land, 
yea  the  chriftian  world,  is  lliarply  affli6led  with  the  devour- 
ing fword  and  the  fad  confequentsof  inteftine  wars.  And 
further,  that  you  whom  the  Lord  hath  placed  at  the  helme 
of  thefe  plantations  and  endowed  with  eminent  gifts  fitt 
for  fuch  honourable  callings,  are  beft  able  to  forefee  the 
clouds  which  hang  over  our  heads,  the  ftorms  and  tem- 
pefts  which  threaten  this  poor  handfufl  here  planted,  and 
timoufly  to  amend  them.  Notwithftanding  thofe  who  are 
under  decks,  being  at  prefent  unfit  for  higher  employments, 
jnay  perceive  thofe  leaks  which  will  inevitably  fmk  this 
weake  and  ill  compared  veflell,  if  not  by  your  wifdomes 
opportunely  prevented.  We  who,  in  behalfe  of  ourfelves 
and  divers  of  our  countrymen,  laying  our  hands  upon  our 
breafts  and  ferioufly  confidering  that  the  hand  of  our  good 
God,  who  through  his  goodnefle  hath  fafely  brought  us 
and  ours  through  the  great  ocean  and  planted  us  here, 
feems  not  now  to  be  with  us,  yea  rather  againft  us,  blafting 
all  our  defigns,  though  contrived  with  much  deliberation, 
undertaken  with  great  care,  and  proceeding  with  more  than 
ordinary  probability  of  fuccefsfuU  events,  by  which  many  of 

good 
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good  eftatcs  are  brought  to  the  brink  of  cxtreame  poverty^ 
yea  at  this  time  laying  his  jufl  hand  upon  our  familycs,  ta- 
king many  away  to  himfelf,  flriking  orhers  with  unwonted 
malignant  fickocffes,  and  with  fome  fliameful  difeafes,  have 
thought  it  coavccicnt  with  all  refpc^livenefre  to  prefent 
thefe  our  finccrc  requefts  and  remonflranccs  to  this  honor- 
ed court,  hoping  we  have  found  out  thofe  fpeciall  leaks, 
which  concurring  with  many  and  great  fms  of  this  place 
(which  our  confciences  know  and  our  brethren  of  England 
are  not  ignorant  of)  are  the  fpeciall  caufes  of  the  Lords 
turning  his  face  from  us,  leaving  us  to  onrfelves,  and  con- 
fequently  to  flrife,  contention,  unfaithfulnefle,  idlencs,and 
of  lamentable  faylings,  not  blefling  us  in  any  of  our  en- 
deavours, fo  as  to  give  us  any  great  hopes  of  (laple  com- 
modities, and  confequently  of  comfortable  fubfiflance, 
though  we,  to  the  utmofl  of  our  power,  thefe  many  years, 
even  to  the  exhaufting  of  our  cftates  and  fpirits,  have  en- 
deavoured the  fame;  but  contrariwife,  all  things  grow 
worfe  and  worfe,even  to  the  threatning  (in  our  apprehen- 
fions)  of  no  lefs  than  finall  ruine;  not  doubting  but  you 
will  receive  them  with  the  fame  candour  of  mind  which 
we,  not  ayming  at  novelty  or  diflurbance,  but  at  the  glory 
of  God,  our  allegiance  to  the  ftate  of  England,  and  good 
of  thefe  poor  plantations  (if  our  hearts  deceive  us  nor) 
prefent  them  unto  you,  though  for  want  of  fkill  and  other 
neceffary  heipe  roughly  drawn  up ;  and  hope  that  you  wiJI 
be  more  diligent  in  amending  than  we  in  fearching  out 
the  caufes  of  thefe  our  prefent  calamities,  Szc.  Not  to 
trouble  you  who  arc  employed  in  the  mod  ferious  affairs 
of  thefe  plantations  with  many  words,  we  (hall  briefly  re- 
ferre  them  to  thefe  heads,  &c. 

I.  Whereas  this  place  hath  been  pinnted  by  theincou- 
rageraent,  next  under  God,  of  lerterts  parents  given  and 
granted  by  hisMajefty  of  England  to  the  inhabitants  there- 
of, with  many  privileges  and  immunities,  viz.  Incorpora- 
tion into  a  company,  liberty  of  choofing  governor?,  ferling 
government,  making  lawes  not  repugnant  to  the  lawes  of 
England,  power  of  adminiflring  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 

all. 
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all,  Sec.  as  by  the  faic^  letters  parents  more  largely  appear^ 
cth.  Notwithftanding,  we  cannot,  according  to  our  judg- 
ments, difcerne  a  fetled  forme  of  government  according  r^ 
the  lawes  of  England,  which  may  feeme  lirangc  to  our 
countrymen,  yea  to  the  whole  world,  efpecially  confider- 
ing  we  are  all  Englifh.  Neither  do  we  fo  underftand 
and  percey vc  our  owne  lawes  or  libertyes,  or  any  body  of 
lawes  here  fo  eftabliflied,  as  that  thereby  there  may  be  a 
fure  and  comfortable  enjoyment  of  our  lives,  libertyes,  and 
cftates,  according  to  our  due  and  naturajl  rights,  as  free- 
borne  fubje^ls  of  the  Englifli  nation.  By  which,  many  in- 
conveniences flow  into  plantations,  viz.  jealoufies  of  intro- 
ducing arbitrary  governrnxnt,  which  many  are  prone  to 
beleeve,  conffruing  the  procraflination  of  fuch  fetled  lawes 
to  proceed  from  an  ovcrgreedy  fpirit  of  arbitrary  power 
(which  it  may  be  is  their  weaknes)  fuch  proceedings  be- 
ing deteflable  to  our  Englifli  nark)n,  and  to  all  good  men, 
and  at  prefent  a  chief  caufe  of  the  inteftine  warre  in  our 
deare  country  :  Further,  it  gives  caufe  to  many  to  thioke 
themfelves  hardly  dealt  with,  others  too  much  favored,  and 
the  fcale  of  juflice  too  much  bowed  and  unequally  bal- 
lanced :  From  whence  alfo  proceedeth  ieares  and  jealoufies 
of  illegal!  committments,  unjufl  imprifonmencs,  taxe^,  rates, 
cnflomies,  levyes  of  ungrounded  and  undoing  afTciTmenis, 
unjuftifiable  preilcs,  undue  fynes,  unmeafurable  expences 
and  charges  of  unconceyvable  dangers  through  a  negative 
or  deilructive  vote  unduly  placed,  and  not  well  regulated, 
in  a  word,  of  a  non  certainty  of  all  things  we  en  joy,  v*^he- 
ther  lives,  liberties  or  ellares ;  and  alio  of  undue  oarhs, 
being  fubjecl  to  expofit ion,  according  ro  rhewill  oFhimor 
them,  that  gives  ihcm,  and  not  according  ro  a  due  and  un- 
bowed rule  of  law,  which  is  the  true  interpreter  of  all 
oathes  to  all  m.en,  whether  judge  or  judged. 

Wherefore  our  humble  deilre  and  lequefl  is,  n^iat  you 
would  be  pleafed  to  confide r  of  our  prefent  condiiion  and 
upon  what  foundation  we  (land,  and  unanimouily  conciur 
TO  edablidi  the  fundamental!  and  wholefome  lawes  of  cur 
native  country,  and  fuch  others  as  are  no  waves  repugnant 

to 
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to  them,  unto  which  all  of  us  are  mofl:  accuftomed  ;  and 
we  fiippofe  them  befl  agreeable  to  our  Englifli  tempers, 
and  yourfelves  obliged  thereunto  by  the  generall  charter 
and  your  oathes  of  allegiance.  Neither  can  we  tell,  whe- 
ther the  Lord  hath  blelt  many  in  ihefe  parts  with  fuch 
eminent  politicall  gifts,  fo  as  to  contrive  better  lawcs  and 
cuftomes  than  the  wifefl:  of  our  nation  have  with  great 
confideration  compofed,  and  by  many  hundred  yeares  ex- 
perience have  found  moft  equall  and  juft  ;  which  have 
procured  to  the  nation  much  honour  and  renowne  amongft 
Itrangers,  and  long  peace  and  tranquility  amongd  them- 
felves.  And  for  the  more  flricl  and  due  obfcrvation  and 
execution  of  the  faid  lawes  by  all  the  mfnifters  of  juftice. 
That  there  may  be  a  fetled  rule  for  them  to  walke  by  m 
all  cafes  of  judicature,  from  which  if  they  fwerve  there 
may  be  fome  power  fetled,  according  to  the  lawes  of  Eng- 
land, that  may  call  them  to  account  for  their  delinquences, 
which  may  be  a  good  meanes  to  prevent  divers  unneeeiTary 
appeales  into  England. 

2.  Whereas  there  are  many  thoufands  in  thefe  planta- 
tions, of  the  Englifn  nation,  freeborne,  quiett  and  peacea- 
ble men,  righteous  in  their  dealings,  forward  with  hand, 
heart  and  purfe,  to  advance  the  publick  good,  knowne 
friends  to  the  honorable  and  victorious  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment, lovers  of  their  ruuion,  &c.  who  are  debarred  from 
all  civill  imployments  (without  any  juft  caufe  that  we 
know)  not  being  permitted  to  bear  the  leaft  office  (though 
it  cannot  be  denyed  hut  fome  are  well  qualifyed)  no  not 
fo  much  as  to  have  any  vote  in  choofmg  magiftrates,  cap- 
tains or  other  civill  and  military  officers;  notwithflanding 
they  have  here  expended  their  youth,  borne  the  burthen 
of  the  day,  wafted  much  of  their  eftates  for  the  fnbfiftenca 
of  thefe  poore  plantations,  paid  all  aiTeffiuents.  taxes,  rates, 
at  leaft  equafl,  if  not  exceeding  others,  yea  when  the  late 
wnrre  was  denounced  againft  the  Narrowganfet  Indians, 
Vv'irhont  their  confent,  their  goods  were  feized  on  for  the 
fervice,  themfclves  and  fervants  efpecially  forced  and  im- 
preiTed  to  feive  in  that  warre,  to  the  hazarding  of  all 

things 
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things  moft  dear  and  near  unto  them,  whence  iflue  forti\ 
many  great  inconveniences,  fecret  difconients,  murmur- 
ings,  rents  in  the  plantations,  difcoiiragements  in  their  cal- 
Jings,  unfettledncs  in  their  minds,  flrifc,  contention,  and  the 
Lord  only  knows  to  what  a  flame  in  time  it  may  kindle  ; 
alfo  jealoufies  of  too  much  unwarranted  power  and  domi- 
nion on  the  one  fide,  and  of  perpetual  flavery  and  bondage 
on  the  other,  and  which  is  intollerable,  even  by  thofe  who 
ought  to  love  and  refpe6t  them  as  brethren. 

Wc  therefore  defire  that  civill  liberty  and  freedom  be 
forthwith  granted  to  all  trueiy  EngliQi,  equall  to  the  red 
of  their  countrymen,  as  in  all  plantations  is  accuftomcd  to 
be  done,  and  as  all  freeborne  enjoy  in  our  native  country  ; 
(wc  hoping  here  in  fome  things  to  enjoy  greater  liberties 
than  elicwhere,  counting  it  no  fmall  loiTe  of  liberty  to  be 
as  it  were  bani(hed  from  our  native  home,  and  enforced 
to  lay  our  bones  in  a  ftrange  wildcrnes)  withoutjmpofing 
any  oathes  or  covenant  on  them,  which  we  fuppofe  can- 
not be  warranted  by  the  letters  patent,  and  feeme  not  to 
concur  with  the  oath  of  allegiance  formerly  enforced  on 
all,  and  later  covenants  lately  impofed  on  many  here  pre- 
fent  by  the  honorable  houfes  of  parliament,  or  at  lead  to 
detra£l  from  our  native  country  and  lawes,  which  by  fome 
are  (tiled  foreign,  and  this  place  termed  rather  a  free  flare, 
than  a  colonic  or  corporation  of  England ;  all  of  us  being 
very  willing  to  take  fuch  oathes  and  covenants  as  are  ex- 
preflions  of  our  defires  of  advanceing  the  glory  of  God 
and  good  of  this  place,  and  of  our  dutyes  to  the  flate  of 
England,  and  love  to  our  nation,  being  compofed  accord- 
ing to  the  lawes  and  cudomes  of  other  corporal  ions  of 
England;  but  all  of  us  are  exceeding  unwilling  by  any 
pollicies  whatfoever  to  be  rent  from  our  native  country, 
though  hv  diflant  from  ir,  valuing  our  free  derivations, 
the  immunities  and  privileges  which  we  and  our  poflerity 
doe  and  we  hope  fliall  alwayes  enjoy  above  the  greatelt 
honors  of  this  country,  not  cemented  to  the  date  of  Eng- 
land, and  glory  to  be  accounted  though  but  as  ruflies  of 
that  land,  yet  that  v/c  may  continue  to  write  that  we  and 

ours 
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ours  are  Englifli ;  or  lead  we  entreate  that  the  bodyes  of 
us  and  ours  (Englifh  rubje<^s  pofTeffing  here  no  privileges) 
may  not  be  imprelTed,  nor  goods  forcibly  taken  away, 
Jeaft  we,  not  knowing  the  juftice  of  this  warre,  may  be  ig- 
norantly  and  unwillingly  enforced  upon  our  own  deftruc- 
tion,  and  that  all  afleffment,  taxes,  impoficions,  which  are 
many  and  grievous  (if  civill  liberty  be  not  granted)  may 
be  taken  of,  ihat  in  all  things  we  may  be  (trangers,  other- 
wife  we  fuppofe  ourfelves  in  a  worfe  cafe  here  and  leiTe 
free  than  the  natives  amongfl  whom  we  live,  or  any  aliens. 
Further,  that  none  of  the  Englifh  nation,  who  at  this  time 
are  too  forward  to  be  gone,  and  very  backward  to  come 
hither,  be  baniihed,  unles  they  break  the  known  lawes  of 
England  in  fo  high  a  meafure,  as  to  deferve  fa  high  a 
punifhraent ;  and  that  thofe  few  that  come  over  may  fettle 
here  without  having  two  magiftrates  hands,  which  fome- 
times  not  being  ponible  to  obtain,  hath  procured  a  kind  of 
banifhraent  to  fome,  who  might  have  been  ferviceable  to 
this  place,  as  they  have  been  to  the  flate^of  England,  &c. 
And  v,'e  likewife  defir.e  that  no  greater  punifliinents  be  in- 
fii6ied  upon  offenders  than  are  allowed  and  fett  by  the  laws 
of  our  native  country. 

'  3.  Whereas  there  are  diverfe  fober,  righteous  and  godly 
men,  eminent  for  knowledge  and  other  gracious  gifts  of 
the  holy  fpirit,  no  wayes  fcandalous  in  their  lives  and  con- 
Verfation,  members  of  the  church  of  Endland  (in  all  ages 
famous  for  piery  and  learning)  not  cilTenring  from  the 
latefl  and  beft  reformation  of  Ens^land,  Scotland,  &c.  yet 
they  and  their  poflcrity  are  deteined  from  the  fealesof  the 
covenant  of  free  grace,  becaufe,  as  it  is  fuppofed,  they  will 
not  take  thefe  churches  covenants,  for  which  as  yet  they 
lee  no  light  in  Gods  word  :  neither  can  they  clearly  per- 
c^Mve  what  they  are,  every  church  liaving  their  covenant 
differing  from  nnotbers,  at  lead  in  words :  Yea  fome 
churches  fometime  adding,  fomeiime  detracting,  calling  it 
fometiiues  the  covenant  of  grace,  fometimes  a  branch  of  it, 
fomctimes  a  p^ofcffion  of  the  free  covenant.  Sec.  notwith- 
(laiKiing  ili^y  arc  compelled,  under  a  feveie  fine,  every 

O  Lords 
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Lords  day  to  appear  at  the  congregation,  and  notice  is  ta- 
ken of  fuch  who  Hay  not  till  baptifm  be  adminiftrcd  to 
other  mens  children,  though  dcnycd  to  their  owne;  and 
in  fome  places  forced  to  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of 
thofe  minifters  who  vouchfafc  not  to  take  them  into  their 
flock,  though  defirous  of  the  ordinances  of  God,  Szc.  yet 
they  arc  not  accounted  fo  much  as  brethren,  nor  publickly 
fo  called,  nor  ischriftian  vigilancy  (commanded  to  all)  any 
way  exercifcd  to  them.  Whence,  as  we  conceive,  doc 
abound  an  ocean  of  inconveniencies,  diftionor  to  God  and 
to  his  ordinances,  little  profit  by  the  miniftry,  encreafc  of 
anabaptifme.  and  of  thofe  that  totally  contemnc  all  ordi- 
nances as  vaine,  fading  of  chriflian  graces,  decreafe  of 
brotherly  love,  herefies,  fchifmes,  &c.  the  whole  body  of  the 
members  of  the  church  of  England,  like  ilieep  fcattered  in 
the  wildernes,  without  a  (liepherd,  in  a  forlorn  condition. 

We  therefore  humbly  intreat  you,  in  whofe  hands  it  is 
to  help  and  whofe  judicious  eyes  difcern  thefe  great  incon- 
Teniences,  for  the  glory  of  God  and  the  comfort  of  your 
brethren  and  countrymen,  to  give  liberty  to  the  members 
of  the  church  of  England,  not  fcandalous  in  their  lives  and 
converfations  (as  members  of  thefe  churches)  to  be  takea 
into  your  congregation  and  to  enjoy  with  you  all  thofe 
liberties  and  ordinances  Chrift  hath  purchafed  for  them, 
and  into  whofe  name  they  are  baptifed,  that  the  Lord  may 
be  one  and  his  name  one  amongfl  us  in  this  place ;  that 
the  feales  of  the  covenant  may  be  applied  to  them  and 
their  poflerity,  as  we  conceive  they  ought  to  be,  till  incon- 
Teniences  hereby  be  found  prejudiciall  to  the  churches  and 
colony  (which  we  hope  lliall  never  be)  not  doubting  but 
the  fame  chriftian  favour  will  be  (hewed  to  all  its  members 
of  thefe  churches,  when  they  fhall  retire  to  our  dear  native 
country  (if  their  converfations  be  righteous  and  holy)  or 
otherwife  to  grant  liberty  to  fettle  themfelves  here  in  a 
church  way,  according  to  the  bed:  reformations  of  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  if  nor,  we  and  ihey  fhall  be  necefiitared 
to  apply  our  humble  defires  to  the  honourable  houfes  of 
parliament,  who  we  hope  will  take  our  fad  conditions  into 

their 
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their  ferious  con  fiJ  era  lions,  to  provide  able  miniflers  for 
us  (this  place  not  being  lb  v/ell  provided  as  to  fpare  any) 
or  elfe  out  of  their  charity,  many  eflates  being  wafted,  to 
tranfport  us  to  fome  other  place,  where  we  may  live  like 
chriliians  and  not  be  accounted  burthens,  but  ferviceable 
both  to  church  and  (late. 

Thefe  things  being  granted,  by  the  bleiTing  oF  God  to 
us  in  Chrift,  we  hope  to  fee  the  now  conremned  ordinances 
of  God  highly  prized,  the  gofpell  much  darkned,  break 
forth  as  the  fun  at  noon  day,chri[lian  charity  and  brother- 
ly love,  almoft  frozen,  wax  warm,  zeal  and  holy  emulation 
more  fervent,  jealoufy  of  arbitrary  governmenc  (the  bane 
of  aU  common  wealths)  quite  banilhed,  the  wicked,  if  any 
fuch  be  found,  in  their  courfes  diflieartned,  the  righteous 
a6lors  in  their  wayes  encouraged,  fccret  difcontents  fret- 
ting like  cankers,  remedied,  m.erchandifmg  and  (hipping  by 
fpeciall  providence  waded,  fpeedily  encreafed,  mines  un- 
dertaken with  more  chearfulnes,fi{iiing  with  more  forward- 
nes,  hufbandry  now  withering  forthwith  flouriihing,  \\U 
lages  and  planranons  much  deferted  prefently  more  popu- 
lous, all  mechanicall  trades  the  great  enriching  of  all  com- 
mon wealths  heartily  going  on,  flaple  commodities  the  life 
of  trade  prefently  raifed,  our  almoft  loil:  credit  regayned, 
our  brethren  of  Englandsjufl  indignation  and  their  force 
as  a  pod  flying  from  us  turned  to  embrace  us,  the  honour- 
able houfes  of  parliament  patrons  ot  piety  under  their 
wings  in  rhefe  dangerous  times  wiih  alacrity  fnrowdingus, 
the  privileges  and  immunities  which  v/e  and  ours  enjoy  in 
our  native  bnd  more  firmly  fettled,  forreign  enemies  day- 
ly  threatning  totally  difcouragcd,  unfetiled  men  now  a- 
bounding  firmly  planted,  that  the  profperity  oF  England 
may  not  be  the  ruine  of  this  planiation  but  the  contrary, 
hands,  hearts  and  purfes  now  (trtightned  freely  opened 
for  public  and  honorable  fervices,  flrife  and  contention 
now  rife  abated,  raxes  and  fefles  lightned,  the  buriliensof 
the  dare  bur  pleafure,  Sec.  To  conclude,  all  bufineifcs  in 
church  and  common  weairh  which  for  many  years  have 
feemed  to  go  backward,  beyond  our  defert  yea  cxpe6ta- 
O  ■:  tion. 
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tion,  the  good  hand  of  our  God  going  along  with  us,  fuc* 
cefsfally  thriving. 

And  (hall  always  pray  the  Almighty,  the  only  wifeGod, 
to  guide  you  with  his  wifdom,  Itrengthen  you  with  his 
power  in  all  your  undertakings,  that  all  may  be  for  the 
glory  and  good  of  his  people,  and  that  he  would  bleiTe 
your  wifuom  with  the  blelTing  of  peace,  plenty,  and  long 
dayes.  Sec.  Snbfcribed, 

Robert  Child,       Thomas  Fowle,     Samuel  Maverick, 
Thomas  Burton,    David  Yale,  John  Dand. 

John  Smith, 


A  Declaration  of  the  General  Court  holden  at 
Bofton  4  ((y)  1646,  concernino;  a  Remonftrance 
and  Petition  exhibited  at  laft  Scffion  of  this 
Court  by  Doclor  Child,  Thomas  Fowle,iSamuel 
Maverick,  Thomas  Burton,  John  bmith,  David 
^ale,  and  John  Dand. 

IN  this  Petition  and  Remonflrance  (as  they  call  it)  wh'ch 
is  the  firfl:  of  the  forte  that  we  have  received,  and 
(as  we  conceive)  without  prefident  in  any  plantation  or 
edabliflied  comm^onvvealrh,  as  will  appear  by  the  fmalc 
caufe  of  fuch  remonftrance,  and  as  little  reafon  for  what 
is  petitioned.  We  firfl  obferve  the  folemne  and  religious 
pro^elTion  they  make  of  the  fmcerity  and  fingleneis  of 
their  end  in  refpefl:  of  the  glory  of  God  and  the  good  of 
this  colonie,  which  we  have  reafon  to  be  jealous  of  with  a 
godly  jealoufie,  when  we  confider  what  connexion  and  affi- 
nity there  is  betweene  fuch  greate  and  glorious  ends  and 
the  purfuit  they  make  in  their  remonftrance,  To  far  from 
truth  and  righreoufnefs,  together  with  the  means  they  have 
propounded  for  attaining  the  fame.  We  therefore  wilh 
them  well  and  deeply  to  confider  that  they  have  herein  to 
doe  with  hina  by  whom  actions  are  weighed,  whofe  eyes 

are 
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are  like  a  flarrre  of  fire,  who  will  make  all  the  churches 
knows  that  he  fearcheth  the  heart  and  the  reines,  and  will 
render  to  every  one  of  them  according  to  theire  workes. 
It  were  a  dreadful  dareing  prefumption,  if  the  bleiTed 
name  of  the  mod  high  God  (whofe  honor  is  fo  oft  avouch- 
ed to  be  theire  ayme  in  this  defigne)  Ihould  be  made  to 
ferve  a  corrupt  proje61:.  The  next  thing  we  obferve  is,  a 
divine  over-ruling  hand  leadinge  themto  acleare  acknow- 
ledgment of  that  truth  which  cutts  the  finewes  of  theire 
jcmonftrance,  and  juilifies  our  government  and  all  the  ad- 
minifirations  thereof,  againfl  all  that  reproach  and  blame 
they  endeavour  after  to  call:  upon  it.  The  words  are  thefe. 
We  cannot  but  with  all  thankfulnes  acknowledge  your  in- 
defatigable paines,  continuail  care  and  conflant  vigilance, 
which  (by  the  bleffing  ot  the  Almighty)  hath  procured 
unto  this  wildernes  the  mofl  defired  fruires  of  peace  and 
plenty  ;  whilH:  our  native  land  (yea  thechriftian  world)  is 
Iharpely  afHicled,  &c.  From  which  words  we  inferre  thefe 
4  propofitions.  i.  The  government  eftabliflied  in  this 
colonic  (by  the  bleffing  of  the  Lord)  hath  beene  difpenced 
and  adminiftred,  from  the  firfl  to  lall,  with  a  fpeciall  and 
eminent  meafure  of  care  and  watchfullnes  upon  all  occafions. 
2dly,  By  the  bleffing  of  the  Lord,  the  government  efla- 
bliflied  and  adminilfred  as  aforefaid,  hath  beene  a  procuring 
caufe  of  peace  and  plentie  to  this  colonic,  gdly,  By  ihq 
bleffing  of  the  Lord,  the  government  edablillied  as  afore- 
faid,  and  the  good  effecls  thereof  have  beene  graunted  to 
us  in  this  wildernes,  and  that  at  fuch  a  feafon,  while  not 
only  our  native  country,  but  ihechriRian  world, are  (liarp- 
Jy  vifited  and  ailiifled  with  contrary  evills  (we  may  fay  in 
this  cafe  with  alloniihmenr,  Not  unto  us,  Lord,  but  to  thy 
name  be  the  praife,  we  confelTe  it  is  our  (hame  (we  dtnre 
h  may  be  alfo  our  forrovt')  that  we  have  not  rendered  to 
the  Lord  according  to  his  great  goodne?.)  4thly,  7'he 
Petitioners  (by  theire  owne  confelTion)  have  not  only  no 
caufe  to  blame  this  government,  or  the  adminiflratioa  or 
effe^ls  thereof,  but  are  bound  with  all  thankfulnes  10  ac- 
knowled'^e  the  good  fruites  thereof,  as  wherein  them^ 
felves  have  had  theire  (hare.  Th-f 
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Thefe  foure  propofitions  (allowing  to  rbe  firft  Ot  them 
that  which  humane  frailty  calls  for)  are  (as  we  conceive) 
no  lelle  evident  in  the  truth  of  them  than  ia  theire  depen- 
dance  upon  the  petitioners  owne  words.  Yet  we  obferve 
3dly,  How  they  fometimes  fende  forth  fweete  water  and 
bitter.  For'in  the  following  paiTages  they  fpeake  of  leakes, 
which  (they  fay)  will  inevi[ablic  iinke  this  weake  and  ill- 
compacted  velTeil,  which  they  wholly  impute  to  the  evills 
of  our  government,  civill  and  ecclefiallicall,  both  in  the  ad- 
miniflration  and  effects  thereof.  And  though  in  the  faid 
propofitions,  they  make  us  monuments  of  mercie,  prefer- 
ring us  above  our  native  country,  yea  above  the  chriftiaa 
world  ;  yet,  in  the  conclufion  they  affirme  the  quite  con- 
trary; houidingus  forth  as  the  fcumme  and  off-fcouring, 
fuch  as  our  brethren  in  England,  in  their  juft  indignation, 
avoyde  as  a  ped,  which  they  wholely  afcribe  to  the  evills 
of  our  government.  They  highly  commend  the  admini- 
flration  of  this  government,  and  yet  complaine  of  an  arbi- 
trary power,  deteftable  (as  they  fay)  toourEngli(h  nation 
and  to  all  good  men.  They  commend  this  government 
in  refpec^r  of  care  and  watch fuines ;  and  yet  they  fpeake 
of  many  flieepe  in  this  v.ildernes  without  (liepheard,  in  a 
forlorne  condition.  They  largely  acknowledge  the  good 
eftecfls  of  this  government ;  and  yer  cry  out  of  intollerable 
flavery  and  bondage.  They  commend  it  in  vdptti  of  peace 
and  plenty;  and  yet  they  fpeake  of  difconients  fretting 
like  cancers,  of  merchants  wadeing,  of  hufbindry  wither- 
ing, of  villages  and  plantations  much  defolated,  and  that  all 
bufines  both  in  church  and  commonwealth  have  feemed  to 
go  backward,  and  that  for  many  years.  They  commend 
it  in  refpec^f  of  peace  ;  and  yet  affirme  they  have  no  fecu- 
riry  of  theire  lives  and  liberties,  but  are  under  a  non  cer- 
tainty of  all  they  erj)oy.  They  commend  it  in  refpeCl:  of 
peace;  and  yet  fpeake  of  crnientions,  readie  to  brcakeout 
into  a  fearnii  flame,  blameing  the  government  as  the  caufe 
thereof.  They  commend  it  in  refpe(fl  of  plenty ;  yet  pro- 
iefle  they  are  brought  to  the  brinkeof  extreame  poverty, 
lb  as  they  h^g  of  the  parliament  fame  help  for  tranfporta- 

tioi> 
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tion  to  fomc  other  place.  They  profefTe  they  owe  ac- 
knowledgment with  all  thanklulnes  for  what  they  here 
enjoy  ;  and  yet  affirme  thai  by  reafon  of  unjuftifiable,  un- 
grounded and  undue  taxes  impofed  on  them,  they  are  in 
worfe  condition  than  the  natives  themfelves.  They  pro- 
fefTe fuch  acknowledgment  as  aforefaid  j  and  yet-  affirme 
that  they  are  in  fuch  a  place,  where  they  cannot  live 
like  chriilians. 

Thefe  petitioners  fabricke  being  thus  overthrowne  by 
iheire  owme  confcffion  and  manifefl  contradiclions,  we 
might  have  throwne  out  theire  petition,  as  not  worthie  cur 
fui  ther  trouble,  but  left  they  ihould  pretend,  that  theire 
faid  thankful!  acknowledgment  was  but  a  complement,  or 
a  piece  of  theire  rheiorick  (ad  acqiiirendam  gratiamj  to 
gaine  favour  (yet  let  them  confider  what  we  put  them  in 
mind  of  at  firfl,  how  dangerous  it  is  to  engage  the  greate 
name  of  the  Almighty,  to  advance  theire  corrupt  and  un- 
charitable defignes.  (Nee  tutum  eft  ludere  cum  facris) 
It  is  not  fafe  to  dally  with  things  facred.  We  will  There- 
fore, for  the  petitioners  more  cleare  convi^ion,  and  further 
fatisfaci:ion  to  all  ihe  w'orld,  examine  their  particular  grie- 
vances, and  other  palTages  which  we  meete  with  in  theire 
rem.onftrance,&c.  and  give  fuch  account  of  our  government 
and  adminiftrations  boih  civil  and  ecclefiaftical,  as  none 
iliall  be  able  (\ve  hope)  to  conrradi£l  the  truth  thereof. 

For  our  government  itfelfe,  it  is  framed  according  to 
our  charter,  and  the  fundamental  ^nd  common  lawes  of 
England,  and  carried  on  according  to  the  fame  (takeing  the 
"worcs  of  eternal  truth  and  righteoufnes  along  with  them, 
as  that  rule  by  which  all  kingdomes  and  jurifdi^lions  muit 
render  account  of  every  a<rtand  adminiftration,  in  the  lad 
day)  with  as  bare  allowance  for  the  difprcportion  between 
fuch  an  ancient,  populous,  wealthy  kingdome,andfopoore 
an  infant  ihinne  colonic,  as  common  reafon  can  afford. 
And  bccaufe  this  will  better  appeare  by  compareing  par- 
ticulars, we  fliall  drawe  them  into  a  parallel,  in  the  one 
columne  we  will  fett  downe  the  fundamental  and  common 
lawes  and  cuftomes  of  England,   beginning  wilh  Magna 

O  4  Charts, 
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Charta,  and  fo  goe  on  to  fuch  others  as  we  had  occafion  to 
piake  ufe  oF,  or  may  at  prefent  fuite  with  our  fmail  be- 
ginnings: In  the  other  coiumne  we  will  fett  downc  the 
fumme  of  fuch  lawes  and  cufiomes  as  are  in  force  and  ufe 
in  thisjurifdi(^ion,  (hewing  withall  (where  occafujn  ferves) 
bow  they  are  warranted  by  our  charter,  As  for  thofe 
pofitive  lawes  or  flatutes  of  England,  which  have  been 
from  tyme  to  tyme  eftabiKhed  upon  the  bafis.  of  thecom- 
njon  law,  as  they  hrive  been  ordained  upon  occafions,  fo 
they  have  been  alterable  ftill  upon  like  occafion,  without 
hazarding  or  weakening  the  foundation,  as  the  experience 
oymany  hundred  yeares  hath  given  proofe  of.  Therefore 
/  there 


Magna  Charta. 


T 


HE  Church  fball  enjoy  all  her  liberties. 


2.  No  man  fiiall  be  Gondemned  but  by  lawful  rryall : 
Jultice  fliall  not  be  fould,  deferred  nor  denyed  to  any 
iiian.  All  mens  liberqes  and  free  cpilcpes  lliall  b^ 
rieferved. 


AU 
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there  is  no  necelTitie  that  our  owne  pofitive  lawes  (which 
are  not  fundamental)  (hould  be  framed  after  the  patterne 
o-f  thofe  of  England,  for  there  maybe  fuch  different  re- 
fpet^s,  as  in  one  place  may  require  alteration,  and  in  the 
other  not. 

For  ourfelves,  we  mud  profelTe  our  infufficiencie  for 
fo  greate  matters  (as  the  remonftranrs  alfo  judge  ofub)and 
that  in  the  lawes  of  England  we  have  but  the  knowledge  of 
novices,  which  is  mixed  with  ignorance,  and  therefore  fuch 
failcings  as  may  appeare  either  in  our  colle6lion  of  thofe 
lawes,  or  in  conforming  our  owne  to  that  patterne,  are  to 
be  imputed  to  our  want  of  ikill.  If  we  had  able  lawyers 
^mongft  us,  we  might  have  beene  more  exadt. 


Fundamentalls  of  the  Maflachufetts. 

I.  /L  LL  perfons  orthodoxe  in  judgment  and  not  fcan- 
^/"x  dalous  in  life,  may  gather  into  a  church  eftaie  ac- 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  gofpell  of  Jefus  Chrifh 
Liberty,  i. 

S'lch  maychoofe  and  ordainetheire  owne  officers,  and  ex- 
erciie  all  the  ordinances  of  Chriil:,without  any  injundtioa 
in  dodlrine,  worlhip  or  difcipline.     Liberty,  2  &  38. 

^.  No  mans  life,  honor,  liberty,  wife,  children,  goods  or 
eftate  iliali  be  taken  away,  punilhed  or  endamaged,  un- 
der colour  of  lawe,  or  countenance  of  authoritie,  but  hj 
an  exprefTe  lawe  of  the  general  1  court,  or  in  defed  of 
fuch  lawe,  by  the  word  of  God,  &c.    Liberty,   i. 

Every  perfon  within  this  jurifdi6tion,  &c.  ihall  enjoy  the 
fame  judice  and  iav.^e,  &c,  without  partiality  or  delay. 
Liberty.  2. 

All  lands  and  hereditaments  fliali  be  free  from  all  fines, 
forfeitures,  &c.     Liberty,  10. 

Every  man  may  remove  himfelfe  and  his  familie,  &c. 
if  th^f e  te  no  legal  jj/ipediipent.    Liberty,  1 7. 

^  3.  The 
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Magna   Charra. 

3.  All  cities  and  townes  fliall  have  theire  liberties  and 
free  cuftomes. 


4.  There  ffiall  be  one  meafure  of  cornc  and  wine 
throughout  the  kingdome. 

5.  Courts  of  judicature  fhaii  be  kepre  in  a  place  cer- 
taine. 

^»  Difficult  cafes  fliall  be  determined  by  the  jaflices  of 
the  bench,  which  was  then  the  higheft  court  of  jiidi- 
caturc. 

7.  No  amerciament  fliall  be,  but  for  reafonable  caufe, 
and  according  to  the  quantity  of  the  offence  ;  iaveing 
to  a  freeman  his  frcehould,  and  to  a  merchant  his  mer- 
chandize; and  no  fuch  amerciament  to  be  affeiled  but 
by  the  aaths  of  good  and  lawful  men  of  the  vicenage. 


8.  No  wager  of'lawe  fliall    be  allowed    without  wit. 
nefTes. 

9.  Merchants  fliall  have  fafe  condu£ls. 


The  Common  Lawcs  of  England. 

1.  The  fupreame  authoritie  is  in  the  high  court  of  par- 
liament. 

2.  In  the  parliament  the  people  are  prefent  by  theire  de- 
puties, the  knights  and  burgeilesof  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, that  nothing  can  pafTe  without  theire  allowance. 

3.  Thefe  deputies  are  chofen  for  all  the  people,  but  not 
by  all  the  people ;  but  only  by  certaine  freehoulders 
and  free  burgers,  in  fliires  and  corporations, 

4.  Both 
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Fundanientalls  of  the  MafTachufetts. 

3.  The  freemen  of  every  towne  may  difpofe  of  theirc 
towne  lands,  &c.  and  may  make  fuch  orders  as  may 
be  for  the  well  ordering  of  their  townes,  &c.  and  may 
choofe  their  conflables  and  other-gofficers.  (i)mo  1635. 

4.  One  meafure  is  appointed  through  the  country,  accord- 
ing to  the  Kings  fundard.     (3)  1631  and  1638. 

5.  Courts  of  judicature  (liall  be  kept  at  Bofton  for  Suffolk, 
at  Cambridge  for  Middlefex,  at  Salem  and  Ipfwich  for 
EfTex,  &c.  uponcertaine  dayes  yearly,  (i)  1635. 

6.  Difficult  cafes  are  finally  determinable  in  the  court  oF 
afli(lanfs,or  in  the  general  court  by  appeale  or  petition,or 
by  reference  from  the  inferiour court.  Liberty,  3 1  &  36. 

7.  Upon  unjuft  fuires  the  plaintiff  fhall  be  fined  propor- 
tionable to  his  offence.     Liberty,  37. 

No  m^ns  goods  fhall  be  taken  away,  but  by  a  due  courfc 
of  juffice.  Liberty,  i.  In  criminal  caufes  it  fhall  be  at 
the  liberty  of  the  accufed  partie,  to  be  tryed  by  the 
bench  or  by  a  jury.     Liberty,  23. 

We  doe  not  fine  or  fentence  any  man,  but  upon  fufEcient 
leflimonie  upon  oath,  or  confefTion.     Cuffome. 

8.  Wager  of  lawe  is  not  allowed,  but  according  to  this 
lawe,  and  according  to  Exod.  22.  8. 

9.  Letters  teflimonial  are  granted  to  merchants,  when 
there  is  occafion.     Cuftome. 


Fundamentalls  of  the  MafTachufetts. 

1.  The  highefl  authoritie  here  is  in  the  general  court; 
both  by  our  charter,  and  by  our  owne  pofitive  lawes. 
(3)1634,  &c. 

2.  In"  our  general  court  the>  people  are  prefent  by  theire 
deputies,  fo  as  nothing  can  pafTe  without  theire  allow- 
ance.    Charter,  and  (i)  1635. 

3.  Our  deputies  arc  chofen  for.alI  the  people,  but  not  by 
ail  the  people,  but  only  by  the  companie  of  freemea 
accordiijg  to  our  charter,  r^^^^ 
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The  Common  Lawes  of  England. 

4.  Both  parrs  of  this  court,  viz.  the  ariflocraricall  and  de*- 
mocraiicall  part  make  bat  one  court ;  yet  each  of  them 
fittand  confult  and  a6l  apart,  and  each  hath  a  like  nega- 
tive power.  Ik 

5.  The  afts  of  this  court  bind  all  the  people,  as  well  for- 
raigneas  free  borne ;  as  well  fuch  as  have  no  libertie  in 
the  ele6lion  of  the  members  of  the  court  as  the  free- 
houlders,  &c.   who  choofe  them. 

6.  The  fundamental!  frame  of  Englands  politic  in  the 
fubordinatc  cxercife  thereof,  is  either  in  courts  of  juf- 
tice  or  out  of  court. 

J,  In  courts  of  judicarure,  all  caufes  both  civill  and  crimi- 
nall  are  determinable  either  by  the  judges  or  jury,  or 
by  the  judges  alone  in  fome  cafes,  as  upon  demurrer  in 
law,  confellion,  overt  a6l,  or  not  tendring  traverfe,  &c, 
or  in  other  cafes,  as  appointed  by  fpeciall  ftaiure. 

8.  Out  of  court  the  (landing  councell  doe  order  all  affairs 
of  flate  in  the  vacancie  of  the  parliament. 

9.  The  juftices  of  peace  have  power  out  of  court  to  pre- 
fer ve  the  peace,  &c. 

I©.  The  ordinary  minifleriall  officers  are  flieriffs,  confta- 
bles,  marlhails,  bailieffs,  clarkes,  &c. 

II.  The  ordinary  proceffe  are  fummons,  attachments,  dif- 
trcffes,  &c. 

J  2.  In  all  criminall  cafes  where  no  certaine  penalty  is  pre"* 
fcribed  bylaw,  the  judges  have  power  to  impofe  arbi- 
trary fines  or  penalties,  according  to  the  nature  and 
merit  of  the  offences. 

13.  Notorious  and  greate  felonies,  as  treafon,  murther, 
witchcraft,  fodomie,  &c.  are  puniflicd  capitally,  bur  fim- 
ple  theft  and  fome  other  felonies  are  not  puniflied  with 
death,  if  the  offender  can  reade  in  fcripiurc. 

14.  Adultery  i^  referred  to  the  canon  or  fpiri:uall  la  we. 

15.  All 
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4.  The  governor  and  afliftants  being  the  ariflocratlcall, , 
and  the  deputies  the  democraticall  parr,  yet  make  bur 
one  court,  though  they  fitt  and  aft  apart,  and  either  of 
ihem  hatha  like  negative  power.  Charter,  and  (i)  1635. 

5.  The  a<^s  of  this  generall  court  do  bind  all  within  this 
jurifdiclion,  as  well  no-freemen  who  have  no  vote  ia 
election  of  the  members  of  the  court,  as  the  tree  men 
who  doe  choofe  them.     By  the  charter. 

6.  This  government  in  the  fubordinate  exercife  thereof  is 
either  in  court  of  judicature  or  out  of  court.  By  the 
charter  and  m.any  pofitive  lawes. 

7.  In  our  court  of  judicature  all  caufes  civill  and  criminal! 
are  determinable,  either  by  the  judges  and  jury,  or  by 
the  judges  alone,  &c.  as  in  England  This  is  both  by 
cuftome  and  by  divers  lawes  eftablifhed  according  to 
our  charter,  as  Liberty,  29.  &c. 

8.  In  the  vacancie  of  the  generall  court,  the  governor  and 
affiilants  are  the  Handing  councell  to  take  order  in  alt 
fuch  affaires.     By  the  charter  and  (8)  1644. 

9.  The  governor  and  afTidants  have  power  out  of  court 
to  preferve  the  peace,  &c.  By  the  charter  and  cuftome, 
and  divers  fpeciall  lawes. 

10.  Our  minifleriall  officers  are  marftialls,  conftables, 
clerks,  &c..  By  the  charter. 

11.  Our  ordinary  procefTe  are  fummons,  attachments,  di- 
ftreflfes,  &c.    By  charter. 

12.  In  ail  criminall  offences,  where  the  law  hath  prefcribed 
no  certaine  penaliie,  the  judges  have  power  to  m^iS: 
penalties,  according  to  the  rule  of  Gods  word.  Liberty 
I.  and  by  charter,  &c. 

13.  Treafon,  murther,  witchcraft,  Sodomie,  and  other 
notorious  crimes,  are  punidied  with  death  :  But  thcfr, 
8zc,  is  not  fo  punifhed,  becaufe  we  readc  otherwife  in 
the  Tcripture.    Capitalls,  8zc. 

14.  Adultrey  is  puniihed  according  to  the  canon  of  the 
fpirituall  iavve,  Tiz.  the  fcripture.     Capita  lis,  &c. 

15.  AB 
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The  Common  Lawes  of  England. 

15.  All  publick  charges  are  borne  by  the  publick  revenue 
or  treafury. 

16.  Where  the  publick  treafury  will  not  faffice,  all  necef- 
fary  charges  are  fiipplied  by  fubfidies,  &c.  granted  by 
parliament. 

17.  Thefe  fubfidies  are  intended  to  be  equally  impofed 
upon  all  places  and  pcrfons,  yet  in  fome  cafes  they  prove 
very  unequall,  yet  they  are  collefled,  and  fuch  as  re- 
fufe  are  diftreined, 

18.  The  parliament  is  not  bound  to  give  account  to  any 
of  the  improvement  of  thefe  fubfidies. 

19.  It  is  a  fundamentall  lawe  that  a  man  is  not  to  be  ira- 
prifoned  if  he  tender  fufiicient  bayle,  &c.  except  in  fome 
cafes  capitall,  and  fome  other  fpeciall  cafes. 

20.  The  full  age  of  man  or  woman  for  pafllng  lands  is 
twenty  one  yeares. 

21.  A  marry ed  woman  cannot  difpofe  of  any  lands  or  oihcr 
eftate  without  her  hufband,  nor  can  fue  or  be  fued 
•without  him. 

22.  In  civill  a£lions  a  man  may  appeare  and  anfwer  by  his 
attorney. 

1.  The  eldefl:  fonne  is  preferred  before  the  younger  in 
the  ancefiors  inheritance. 

2.  Daughters  are  coparceners  in  the  inheritance. 

3.  Prefcription  is  not  allowed  in  cafes  morally  and  le- 
gally civill. 

4.  Civill  authoritie  hath  power  over  any  officer  or  mem- 
ber of  the  church  in  all  cafes  civill  and  criminall. 

5.  No  man  is  to  be  twice  punilhed  for  the  fame  offence. 

d.  No  oath  or  covenant  of  a  publick  nature  can  be  put 
upon  the  fubjecl  but  by  acl  of  parliament. 


Publick  records  are  open  to  every  fubje£^. 
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15.  All  publicke  charges  are  defrayed  out  of  the  publlck 
flocke.     Cudome,  and  Liberty,  6g. 

1 6.  When  we  have  nopublick  {lockc,we  fupply  our  neccflary 
public  charges  by  afTeiTment  raifed  by  the  general)  court; 

17.  Thegenerall  court  intends  an  equall  afTeflment  upoa 
every  towne  and  perfon,  and  indeavours  it,  by  the  befl: 
meanes  they  can  invent  (yet  in  fome  cafes  there  falls 
out  inequalitie)  this  is  levyed  by  diflreife  of  fuch  as  are 
able,  and  yet  refufe  to  pay.  Cuftome  8c  order  of  court. 

18.  The  general!  court  is  not  bound  to  give  account  of 
the  expeiKe  of  thefe  alfelTments  ;  yet  they  doe  fome- 
times  for  all  mens  fatisfa6lion. 

I  p.  No  mans  perfon  fiiall  be  reftrained  or  imprifoned,  &c. 
before  the  lawe  hath  fentenced  him  thereto,  if  he  can 
put  in  fufficient  baile,  &c.  except  in  crimes  capital),  &c. 
Liberty,  18. 

20.  The  full  age,  for  pafling  lands,  giveing  votes,  &c.  is 
twenty  one  ycares.     Liberty,  55. 

21.  Married  women  cannot  dipofe  of  any  eflate,  &c.  nor 
can  fue  or  be  fued,  without  the  hufband.  Cuftome,  and 
Liberty,  14. 

22.  In  civill  anions  a  man  may  appearc  and  anfwer  by 
his  atturney.     Cuftome. 

1.  The  .eldefl  fonne  is  preferred  before  the  younger  in 
the  anceftors  inheritance.     Liberty,  81, 

2.  Daughters  (liall  inherit  as  coparceners.     Liberty,  82, 

3.  No  cuftome  or  prefcription  (hall  ever  prevaile.  Sec,  to 
maintain  any  thing  morally  finnfull.     Liberty,  6St 

4.  Civil!  authority  may  deale  with  any  church  member  or 
officer,  in  a  way  of  civil!  juftice.     Liberty,  59, 

5.  No  man  (hall  be  twice  fentenced  by  eivill  juftice,  for 
the  (ame  offence.     Liberty,  42 

6.  No  man  (hall  be  urged  to  take  any  oath,  or  fubfcribe 
any  articles,  covenant,  or  remonftranceof  a  publickand 
civil!  nature,  hut  fuch  as  the  generall  court  hath  con- 
fidered,  allowed  and  required.     Liberty,  3. 

7.  Publick  records  are  open  to  all  inhabitants.  Liberty,48. 

By 
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By  this  it  may  appeare  that  our  politic  and  fundamen- 
talls  are  framed  according  to  the  lawes  of  England,  and 
according  to  the  charter  ;  fo  that  the  petitioners  (if  they 
had  not  cad  off  all  modefty)  miift  needs  bealhamed  of  this 
complaint,  as  alfo  of  thofe  which  follow,  viz.  Arbitraric 
government,  The  negarive  vote,  lllimited  oathes,  Unjuft 
taxes,  Illegal]  committments,  Sec.    For  the  fird,  we  ufe  to 
fay,  Rome  was  not  built  in  a  day:  Nay,  they  could  write 
of  it  many  hundred  yeares  after,  TafiU  moiis  erat^  &c. 
Let  them  produce  any  colonic  or  commonwealth   in  the 
v^orld,  where  more  hath  beene  done  in  i6  yeares.     Let 
them  lliew  where  harh  beene  more  care  and  flrife  to  pre- 
vent all  arbitrarines,  and  to  bring  all  judgements  to  a  cer- 
taine  rule,  fo  farre  as  may  be.     Let  them  confefTe  theire 
ignorance  of  the  judiciall  proceedings  in  England,  or  theire 
malice  which  fetts  them  on,  to  take  up  any  thing  to  throw 
at  us,  though  it  cutt  theire  ovv-ne  fingers,  as  the  pra6life 
of  England  (svhich  they  would  feeme  fo  much  to  adhere 
unto)  will  raofl:  cerrainely  do6,  if  they  looke  into  any  of 
thofe  courts  of  judicature  (except  it  be  the  common  pleas) 
bur  efpecially  the  chauncery   (which  u  the  highefl  court 
of  judicature)  the  court  of  reqaefts,  the  chauncery  of  the 
exchequer  and  of  the  durchie,  in  which  courts  they  are 
not  tyed  to  the  common  'awes  or  (tamres  ot  England,  but 
doe  judge  arbitrarily  (fecundum  ^quum  et  honuni)  accord- 
ing to  equitie.     If  they  can  give  no  rtafonabic  anfwer 
here  (as  we  are  fure  they  cannot)  they  mud  either  harden 
theire  hearts  or  confeile  theire  guilt,  and  be  as  carefull  to 
reforme  theire  arbitrary  obedience,  as  we  are  to  keepc  off 
arbitrary  government.     We  may   fay  the  fame  for   the 
fecond,    the  Negative   vote.     Sure    thefe    men    would 
feeme  to  have  mifteriesof  date  in  theire  heads,  and  they 
raeane  to  keepe  them  there.     They  tell  us  of  a  dedruchve 
negative  vote,  but  they  neither  diew  where  nor  what  this 
daunger  is,  nor  what  remedie  for  it.     It  may  be  they  have 
found  out  a  way  how  a  mi>it  government  may  fubfiil  with- 
out a  negarive  vote,  which  this  court  (with   all  the  help 
of  all  the  elders,  and  other  the  wifed  ir.  the  country,  after 

two 
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two  or  three  years  endeavour)  could  not  attaine;  nor  would 
the  larre  deeper  wifdome  of  the  parliament  of  England 
ever  atrempr  it  (and  that  thefe  remonflrants  are  not  igno* 
rant  of)  nor  doe  they  afte^l  a  democracie.  Therefore 
this  mud  needs  be  put  in  only  as  a  fine  device  {ad facien- 
dum populum)  to  pleafe  the  people.  For  the  third,  viz. 
Illimicted  oathes,  and  covenants  not  explained  bylawe: 
They  (hould  have  done  well  to  have  tould  us  what  oathes 
and  covenants  they  rrieane,  for  {dolus  verfatur  in  univerfa^ 
Uhus)  deceit  lyes  hid  in  generalls.  We  know  no  oathes  we 
impofe  upon  any,  other  than  fuch  as  are  allowed  by  our 
charier,  and  were  in  practife  by  the  company  in  London 
(as  occafion  required)  before  ve  came  into  thefe  part?. 
And  for  covenants  of  a  civili  nature,  there  hath  not  beene 
fo  much  as  any  mention  of  any  fuch  amongfl  us  thefe 
many  yeares,  fave  only,  the  lafl  yeare,  a  motion  was  made 
in  court  of  complying  with  our  native  country  in  the  na- 
tional! covenant  there,  which  was  referred  to  further  con- 
fideration.  As  for  our  church  covenant,  that  (liall  be 
fpoken  to  in  its  proper  place.  Befides  (to  prevent  all  fuch 
burdens)  we  have  edablifhed  a  lawe  to  that  end,  as  appears 
here  before.  5thly,  For  unjufl:  taxes,  there  is  none  that 
come  amongd  us,  or  heare  of  our  condition  and  affaires, 
but  will  marvaile  for  what  purpofe  fuch  great  fummes 
fhould  be  raifed  upon  the  country,  as  fliould  occafion  this 
grievance;  feeing  we  attempt  nothing  of  chardge,  but 
what  is  neceiTarie,  and  what  the  freemen  and  members  of 
the  court  contribute  unto,  as  largely  as  any  other*  We 
fpend  nothing  faperfiuoufiy  in  buildings,  feaflings,  pen- 
sions, public  gratuiries,  ofScers  fees,  or  the  like  ;  nay  we 
are  afliamed  fometimes  at  our  penurioufnes,  but  that  we 
had  rather  heare  Hiame  and  blame,  than  overburden  the 
people.  Such  as  are  in  chiefe  ofHce  araongft  us  are  con- 
tent to  live  beneath  the  honour  of  their  places  that  they 
might  eafe  the  common  charge.  Al!  cur  publick  expencea 
have  beene  about  fome  fmall  fortifications,  maksing  lavves, 
difpenfciog  judicp,  fome  expeditions  againft  the  Indians, 
who  by  their  injuries  and  infolencies  have,  provoked  us 


ib  ere  unto. 
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thereunto,  and  fome  forraigne  occafions  of  late,  which 
accidentally  fell  upon  us.  If  the  remonftrants  have 
knowne  of  any  laviili  wafting  or  mifpence  of  the  publick 
treafure,  it  had  beene  fitt  they  (liould  have  mentioned  it, 
otherwife  they  deale  unjuftly  and  injurioufly  with  us,  to 
expedl  we  fliould  provide  for  theire  peace  and  fafety,  and 
yet  deny  us  the  meanes  whereby  we  (hould  accomplifh  it. 
6thly,  For  illegall  committments,  theire  complaint  pre- 
tends frequencie,  otherwife  it  were  not  a  publick  grie- 
vance, therefore  we  conceive  they  might  have  produced 
fome  cleare  inftances  in  this  kind.  But  let  them  bring 
forth  one  :  Or  let  them  charge  any  of  the  courts  or  magi- 
strates with  corruption  in  theire  places,  or  manifeft  injuftice 
in  theire  fentences :  Or  the  government  with  allowance  of 
any  thing  that  is  morally  evill.  If  not ;  they  are  impu- 
dent flanderers,  and  deeply  guilty  of  the  breach  of  the  5th 
commandment  which  (without  ferious  repentance)  God 
will  require  of  them,  ythly,  Thefe  remonftrants  would 
be  thought  to  be  a  reprefentative  part  of  all  the  non-free- 
men in  the  countrie  ;  but  when  we  have  pulled  off  theire 
vizards,  we  find  them  no  other  but  Robert  Child,  Thomas 
Fowle,  &c.  For  firft,  although  their  petition  was  re- 
ceived with  all  gentlenes,  yet  we  heare  of  no  other  part- 
ners that  have  appeared  in  it,  though  it  be  four  months 
fince  it  was  prefented.  Againe,  we  know  that  divers  of 
the  non-freemen  have  lived  fome  in  Virginia  and  other 
plantations,  where  the  government  hath  not  been  fo  eafy 
to  them  as  they  have  found  it  here.  Others  have  lived 
in  Kent,  under  the  lawes  of  Gavelkind,  more  repugnant  to 
the  common  lawes  of  England  than  any  of  ours.  Others 
have  had  to  doe  in  maritime  affaires;  others  in  caufes  tef- 
tamentrie  and  matrimonial!  ;  others  in  the  chancery,  and 
others  in  London  and  other  corporations,  and  fo  havq 
found  by  experience  that  Engllfhrnen  may  live  comforta- 
bly and  f^:urely  under  fome  other  lawes  befides  the  com- 
mon and  ftaiue  lawes  of  England  ;  and  that  all  the  privi- 
ledge  of  a  freeborne  Englifli  fubjedl:  is  his  intereft  in  the 
lawes,  without  right  of  elc<^ioa  of  publick  officers,  which 

they 
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♦hey  were  uever  acquainted  with  there,  and  yet  payd  theif 
equall  proportions  to  all  publick  charges,  &c.  Thefd 
non-freemen  alfo  are  well  farisfyed  (as  we  conceive)  and 
doe  blefTe  God  for  the  bleffings  and  priviledges  they  doa 
enjoy  under  this  government.  They  think  it  is  well, 
that  juflice  is  equally  adminiftred  to  them  with  the  free- 
men ;  that  they  have  equall  (liare  with  them  in  all  towne 
JottSj  commons,  &c.  that  they  have  like  libertie  of  accefle 
to  the  church  aiTemblies,  and  like  place  and  refpe£}  there* 
according  to  theire  qualities,  as  alfo  in  all  neighbourly 
meetings  for  maintenance  of  love,  as  alfo  likefreedome  of 
Trade  and  commerce.  So  that  we  have  good  caufe  to  be 
perfwaded,  that  there  are  not  many  of  thefe  difcontented 
remonftrants  within  our  jurifdi^tion,  nor  in  New  England* 
We  are  further  confirmed  herein,  when  we  confider  what 
hard  fhifts  thefe  remonflrants  were  put  unto,  to  make  up 
the  number  of  feven*  The  firft  (and  he  that  mud  {ducerti 
agere  in  hnjus  7nUiti£)  be  the  leader  in  this  defigne)  is  a 
Priduan  Doclor  (as  he  is  reputed)  lately  come  into  the 
country,  who  hath  not  fomuch  as  tafled  of  their  grievances^ 
Dor  like  to  doe,  being  a  batchelour  and  only  a  fojournour, 
who  never  payd  penny  to  any  publick  charge,  though  (of 
his  owne  good- will)  he  hath  done  fomething  for  publick 
ufe.  A  fecond,  is  a  church  member,  but  will  be  no  free- 
man; he  likes  better  to  be  eafed  of  that  trouble  and  charge* 
A  third,  is  a  freeman,  but  no  member  of  any  church,  and 
the  reafon  hath  beene  his  profefTed  affe^lion  to  the  hierar- 
chic. A  fourth,  is  a  clarke  of  the  prothonotaries  office,  a 
fojournour  alfo,  and  of  no  vifible  eftate  in  the  country,  one 
who  hath  never  appeared  formerly  in  fuch  defigne,  how« 
ever  he  hath  been  drawne  into  this ;  it  is  like  to  be  ^s  thofe 
who  were  called  by  Abfolom  to  accompany  him  to  Hebron^ 
A  fifth,  is  a  young  merchant,  little  acquainted  with  com- 
monwealth alfaires.  We  are  willing  to  fuppofe  he  might 
alfo  be  one  of  rhem,  who  were  invited  by  Abfolom  to  He-* 
bron,  but  fure  we  are,  it  is  no  fmall  griefe  to  his  honoured 
godly  friends  to  find  him  there,  when  they  prayed  and 
waited  dayly  to  heare  of  him  in  Jeruialera.  A  fixth  wa=< 
P  2  takea 
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taken  np  by  accident,  being  none  of  this  jurifoi£lion,  but 
himfelfe  and  familie  inhabiting  at  Rhode-Iiland.  The 
feventh,  is  an  ould  grocer  ot  London,  whofe  torgetfuhies 
of  the  lawes  and  cuffomes  of  that  citty,  and  unmindfull- 
res  of  his  durie  to  the  government  under  which  he  now 
jives  and  profpers,  we  may  impute  to  his  age  and  fome 
other  infiimiiies.  Andthefeare  the  champions  who  mufl 
reprefent  the  bodie  of  non-freemen.  If  this  be  their  head, 
fure  they  have  (ivfidfum  caput  et  non  multofaledefascanduni) 
an  unfavoury  head,  not  to  be  feafoned  with  much  fait.  It 
may  be  thought  rather  that  this  was  fome  dareing  bufmes 
at  fome  of  their  merry-meetings,  like  that  of  Sir  Roger 
Williams  and  the  Dutch  comimander  Skencke,  who  in  a 
vyeing  bravery  would  adventure  to  fetch  the  prince  of 
Parma  out  of  his  tent  in  the  middeit  of  his  army. 

Thus  have  we  traced  our  remonftrants  through  the 
civil!  flate,  wherein  it  was  eafie  to  follow  them  by  ihcire 
ill  fcent;  they  ^re  now  pafling  over  to  the  church,  but  in 
theire  way  they  will  needs  obferve  fome  notable  decay  of 
trade  and  hufbandry,  &c.  and  withall  fome  malignant  and 
noifome  difeafes  among  us,  and  they  are  bould  to  deliver 
Gods  councell  therein  without  confulting  with  his  ora- 
cles, where  they  might  have  learned  that  all  things  come 
alike  to  all,  and  as  many  as  I  love  I  rebuke  and  chaftife, 
and  judgment  mud  begin  at  the  houfe  of  God  (and  how 
then  mud  malignants  fpeed)  So  as  theire  imputeing  fuch 
afflictions  to  the  evil  of  our  government  is  without  rule, 
nor  doe  they  deale  faithfully  in  iheir  difcovery.  For 
although  our  merchants  have  fullained  fome  late  lofTes  at 
fea  in  two  or  three  voyages,  yet  we  have  no  caufe  to  mur- 
inure  at  the  good  providence  of  the  Lord,  who  haih  well 
repaired  ihofe  loiles  by  his  blelTing  upon  us  in  our  fiihing 
and  other  tradeing  abroade,  and  by  the  fuccefl'e  he  hath 
given  to  our  labours  at  home,  fo  as  we  could  fpare  twenty 
thoufacd  budiells  of  corne  the  lall  yeare  (fo  much  at  leafi: 
being  tranfported)  and  a  good  quantity  (hipped  out  al- 
ready this  prefect  yeare.  As  for  thofe  difeafes  they  fpeak 
of,  it  is  true  (and  the  Lord  teach  us  to  profitt  thereby) 

God 
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God  was^pleafed  to  vifit  fome  of  our  townes  the  laft  fpring 
with  a  more  violent  fever  than  ordinary,  whereby  (as  we 
gnefTe)  fome  fifty  or  fixty  perfons  were  taken  away  in  a 
few  weekes ;  but  when  we  confider  the  nature  and  llrengthi 
of  the  difeafc,  and  the  weaknefs  of  the  meanes  for  pre- 
vention or  cure,  we  mud  acknowledge  it  a  fingular  telli- 
monie  of  fatherly  iove,  that  among  fo  many  thoufands  he 
tooke  away  fo  fev/,  and  flayed  it  fo  fuddenly.     And  for 
that  (hamefull  difeafe  they  mention,  we  may  fee  how  rea- 
die  they  are  to  publifli  any  thing  to  our  difgrace.     They 
might  have  covered  this  blemifli,  being  the  firft  of  this  kind 
that  we  have  knowne  in  the  countrie,  and  no  guile  there- 
of lyeing  upon  the  government,  or  upon  the  country  that 
we  can  find.     There  came  indeed  the  lail  yeare  out  of 
England  a  lewd  perfon  infe£i:ed  with  the  French  difeafe, 
who  flayed  not  long  with  us ;   but  fince  his  departure 
fome  others   have  been  infe(^ed,  but  by   what  meanes 
we  cannot  find  ;  the  infe^lion  fpreading  by  a  worke  of 
charitie,  in  drawing  the  breads  of  one  infe<5led,  but  nei- 
ther knowne  to  them  nor  to  herfelfe,  that  we  can  learne. 
But  this  was  more  obfervable  (wherein  the  remondranrs 
might  have  feene  the  good  hand  of  the  Lord  toward  us) 
that  a  flranger  coming  accidentally  into  the  country  ac 
that  time,  who  had  fpeciall  fidil  in  that  difeafe,  through 
the  blefTing  of  God,  foone  cured  them, 

Thefe  remonftrants  are  now  come  to  the  church  doore, 
when  one  of  theire  companie  gives  them  the  flipp,  not 
dareing  (it  feemes)  to  enter  for  feare  of  an  admonition. 
But  let  us  fee  what  exceptioiis  the  other  fide  have  to  our 
churches,  Szc.  They  tell  us,  "  that  divers  fober,  righteous, 
**  and  godly  m^n,  eminent  for  knowledge  and  other  gra- 
"  cious  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  no  wayes  fcandalous  in 
"  theire  lives,  are  detained  from  the  feales,  becaufe  (as  is 
"  fuppofed)  they  will  not  take  thefe  churches  covenant." 
The  petitioners  are  fure  milbken  or  mifreprefent  the 
matter ;  for  the  true  reafons  why  many  perfons  in  the 
country  are  not  admitted  to  the  feales  are  thefe.  Firil, 
many  are  fraudulousin  theire  converfation;  or  ad!y,  noto- 
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rioufly  corrupt  in  their  opinions ;  or  gdly,  grofly  igno- 
rant in   the  principles  of  religion  ;  or  4thly,  if  any  have 
fuch  knowledge  and  gifts,  yet  they  doe  not  maniiefl:  the 
fame  by  any  publick  profefTion  before  the  church  or  be« 
fore  the  elders,  and  fo  it  is  not  knowne  that  they  are  thus 
qualified.     And  our  churches  may  not  receive  men  blinds 
toulded,  or  upon  ocher  mens  creditr,  when  they  fliali  re?- 
fufe  to  give  account  of  their  faith  or  repentance,  which  is 
fo  exprefly  required,  i  Pet,  3.  15.  Matt.  3.  6.  Afls  8.  37. 
Matt.  t6.  16,  17,  18.  Few  examples  (if  any)  can  be  given 
of  fuch  as  ha^'e  manifefted   themfelves  to  be  fo  qualified 
and  yet  have  beene  refufed  meerely  for  fcrupleing  the 
covenant.     And  it   is  juftly  quefiionable  whether  fuch 
fhould  be  admitted  to  the  feales,who  will  not  be  fubje6lto 
the  difcipline  appointed  by  Chrift  in  his  churches.     For 
what  is  the  covenant  but  a  fubmitting  themfelves  under  the 
ordinances  of  Chrifl:,  as  the  fame  are  exercifed  according 
to  the  rule  of  the  word,  in  that  church  where  fuch  an  one 
joynes  as  a  member  ^  Let  a  man  profefl'edly  engage  him? 
felfe  hereto,  and  (we  fuppofe)  our  churches  will  reil:  fatif- 
fyed  therewith.     Our  churches  are  not  alone,  nor  the  firfl 
that  have  walked  in  this  v/ay.     The  like  courfe  is  held  in 
the  French  and  Putch  churches,  and  allowed  by  fome  of 
the  chiefe  patrons  of  the  prcfbyterian  way  :  As  Mr.Rath- 
beard,  Nar.  p.  1 6.  Mr.  Rutterford,  Due  Right,  &c.   p.  85, 
86,  88.  Who  doe  grant,  that  when  a  member  is  admitted, 
Szc.  there  is  alwayes  an  implicice  covenant  (at  leaft)  which 
he  now  comes  under.     And  if  fo,  then  what  burden  or 
danger  can  there  be  to  any  chriflians  confcience,   in   ex- 
prelllng   that  by  his  words,  which  he  mufl:  acknowledge 
and  binds  himfeife  unto  by  his  a^lipn  i*  unles  plain  and 
open  dealing  be  growne  nnlawfull.     They  fay  they  fee  nq 
light  in  Gods  word  for  fgch  4  covenant,  which  may  well 
be;  for  it  appeares  by  other  paffages  in  theire  remon- 
ilrance,  that  they  haye  fmall  acquaintance  ^herewith,  or 
elfe  like  not  to  come  under  the  power  of  it.     And  it  ap- 
Lcares  alfo,  by  the  offence  they  rake,  to  be  compelled  to 
attend  to  ir  in  the  publick  alTembJies^    Th^Y  p^o^^^*^  ^^ 
"" '     '  ^  '       ?Pfi'9'-^^ 
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approve  of  the  covenant  lately  impofed  by  the  honourable 
houfes  of  parliamenr,  and  that  they  are  all  of  them  very 
willing  to  take  fach  oarhes  and  covenants  as  are  exprelTfons 
of  iheire  defires  of  advanceing  the  glory  of  God  and 
good  of  this  place,  Sec.  and  yet  they  boggle  at  the  covenants 
of  thefe  churche?,  which  are  wholely  framed  according 
to  the  fame  defcription.  So  as  it  is  cleare,  it  is  not  wane 
of  light  (as  they  pretend)  but  fomething  in  theire  owne 
hearts,  which  they  feeke  to  cover.  For  let  them  (land  to 
that  profeflion,  and  they  can  never  (tick  at  our  covenants. 
And  whereas  they  fay  they  cannot  perceive  what  our 
covenants  arc,  becaufe  they  are  not  one  and  the  fame  ia 
every  church  ;  they  might  as  well  fay,  they  could  not  un- 
derftand  our  prayers  and  fermons,  becaufe  they  differ  alfo 
one  from  another  in  forme  of  words.  For  the  difference 
of  our  covenants  in  the  feverall  churches  is  no  other.  In 
fubftance  (for  ought  we  know)  they  all  agree.  And  what 
ever  the  feverall  exprcffions  may  be,  ihis  fufficeth  us 
(which  we  conceive  to  be  intended  by  them  all)  that  m 
this  covenant  we  profeife  our  engagement  of  relation  to 
God,  and  one  to  another,  in  all  the  duties  which  belong 
to  the  publick  worfhip  of  God,  and  edification  one  of  ano- 
ther, according  to  the  rule  of  the  gofpell. 

Another  matter  which  troubles  them  js,  that  they  are 
compelled  (under  a  fevere  fine)  every  Lords  day  to  ap- 
peare  at  the  congregation,  The  law  which  they  account 
fo  fevere  is  this :  Any  two  affiftants  may  fine  or  imprifon 
fuch  perfons  inhabiting  here,  as  fliall  ufually  abfenr  them- 
felves  from  church  meetings  upon  the  Lords  day,  fo  as  the 
fine  exceed  not  5^.  for  one  offence.  We  cannot  conceive 
that  fuch  fober  and  godly  men  as  thefe  remonftrants  fpeak 
of,  (hould  feare  any  hurt  by  this  iawe,  for  fure  fuch  perfons 
need  not  to  be  compelled  to  refort  to  church  meetings. 
Therefore  it  (hould  (eeme  rather,  that  they  would  pleade 
for  libcrtie  for  loofe  and  irreligious  perfons,  or  for  fuch 
as  are  tainted  with  fuch  corrupt  opinions  as  doe  caufe  them 
to  cafl  off  all  publick  ordinances  of  Gods  worfhip,  or  elfe 
they  would  not  have  the  civill  authoritie  to  meddle  wiih 
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men,  jfor  matters  of  the  firfl:  table ;  and  fo  they  would 
have  the  4th  commandment  to  be  ceremonial!,  which  ex- 
prefly  requires  that  all  within  our  gates  be  looked  unto, 
that  they  doe  not  violate  the  Lords  fabbath,  but  fancftify 
if.  And  if  they  would  have  all  men  admitted  to  thefeales 
of  Gods  covenant,  they  mufi:  either  allowe  they  may  be 
brought  to  the  ordinary  meanes  of  inftru^lion,  whereby 
they  may  be  made  fittfor  the  fame ;  or  elfe  they  confefle 
^gainfl  themfelves  that  they  would  have  them  admit- 
ted in  theire  ignorance  and  profanenes. 

They  are  offended  alfo  at  our  lawe  againft  Anabaptifls, 
The  truth  is,  the  great  trouble  we  have  beene  putt  unto 
and  hazard  alfo,  by  familiflicall  and  anabaptifticall  fpirits, 
whofe  confcience  and  religion  hath  been  only  to  fett  forth 
themfelves  and  raife  contentions  in  the  country,  did  pro- 
voke us  to  provide  for  our  fafety  by  a  lawe,  that  all  fuch 
fliould  take  notice,  how  unwelcome  they  (liould  be  unto  us, 
either  comeing  or  flaying.  But  for  fuch  as  differ  from  us 
only  in  jud,8;menr,  in  point  of  baprifm  or  fome  other  points 
of  leffe  confequence,  and  live  peaceably  araongfl  us,  with- 
out occafioning  difturbance,  &c.  fuch  have  no  caufe  to 
complaine;  for  it  hath  never  beene  as  yet  putt  in  execu- 
tion againd  any  of  them,  although  fuch  i^re  knowne  to 
live  am.ongfl:  us. 

Another  of  their  grievances  is,  that  in  fome  places  they 
are  forced  to  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  thofe  mini- 
flers  who  vouchfafe  not  to  take  them  into  their  flocke. 
They  doe  well  to  redraine  this  grievance  to  fome  places ; 
for  it  is  well  knowne,  that  in  many  of  our  churches  no  fuch 
courfe  is  ufed.  And  fure  we  are,  that  none  of  thefe  re- 
monflrants  were  ever  compelled  to  fuch  contribufion. 
And  although  the  fcripture  faith  the  labourour  is  worthy 
of  his  wages,  yet  there  are  amongH:  us  fome,  who  live 
under  the  miniftry  of  the  word,  themfelves  and  theire 
families,  yeare  afier  yeare,  and  yet  never  contribute  the 
U'orth  of  one  penny  to  the  maintenance  thereof,  though 
they  have  place  in  the  affembly  equal!  to  any  of  theire 
ra^ke^  arid  though  the  wiyes  Qiiom'^  of  |he|^  doe  commit" 
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nicate  at  the  Lords  table,  and  their  children  are  received  to 
baprifme.  And  whereas  they  complaine  that  they  arenoc 
accouiiied  fo  much  as  brethren,  nor  publickly  fo  called. 
The  rruth  is,  v;e  account  all  our  countrymen  brethren  by 
nation,  and  fuch  as  in  charity  we  may  judge  to  be  be- 
leevers  are  accounted  alfo  brethren  in  Chrift.  If  they  be 
not  publickly  fo  called  (efpecially  in  the  church  aflemblies) 
it  is  not  for  want  of  due  refpe<51  or  good  will  towards 
them,  but  only  for  diflin^lion  fake,  to  putt  a  difference 
betweene  thofe  that  doe  commuicate  together  at  the  Lords 
table,  and  thofe  who  doe  not.  As  for  that  complaint  of 
want  of  exercifmg  chriftian  vigilancie  towards  them,  it  is 
a  mod  untrue  and  unjuft  charge.  For  it  is  evident  in 
mofl  places  (and  for  ought  we  know)  in  all,  that  befides 
the  publick  prayers  and  inil:ru<ftions  which  is  common  to 
them  with  the  members  of  the  church,  they  are  admitted 
(fuch  as  will)  to  private  conference  and  prayers;  they  are 
vifited  in  tymcs  of  ficknes,  S:c.  as  occafion  requires.  If 
any  faileing  be  in  particular  members  in  this  kind,  it  is 
againil:  the  mind  of  the  churches  and  the  intent  of  the 
civill  government.  U  fome  duties  of  church  difcipline  arc 
not  exercifed  towards  them,  they  can  blame  none  but  them- 
felves,  in  that  they  rcfufe  to  fubmict  therafelvs  thereto. 

Concerning  the  baptifme  of  the  children  of  fuch  as  are 
not  members  of  our  churches,  there  is  an  alTembly  of  the 
elders  now  in  being,  and  therefore  we  think  fitt  to  deferr 
any  refolution  about  that  and  fome  other  pointes  concern- 
ing the  church  difcipline,  uiiiill  we  (hall  underiland  theirc 
conclufion  therein,  for  further  light  in  ihefe  things. 

In  theire  conclufion,  thefe  reraonflrants  prognoflicatc 
what  peace  and  felicitie  we  may  certainely  expe6l  both 
in  church  and  common  wealth,  if  theire  petition  be  granted, 
viz.  that  every  man  be  left  to  his  owne  libenie,  and  no 
diftin^ions  or  qualifications  obferved,  &c.  which  they 
might  have  illuflrated  by  fome  examples,  which  we  mar- 
vaile  they  omitted,  efpecially  haveing  one  fo  neere  and 
freih;  we  fliall  therefore  help  theire  memory.  They 
V/^ii  Icnow  ;hat  feme  eight  ye^res  fince,    here  were  a 
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certaine  companie  (which  were  petitioners  and  remon- 
iirants  alfo  though  in  another  kind)  who  out  of  theire 
tcndernes  of  libertie  of  confcicnce,  and  civill  libertie  with- 
all,  madegreatedifturbance  both  in  church  and  civill  (late, 
but  not  obtaineing  their  defire,  and  fearing  fuch  a  ruine  to 
come  upon  us  as  thefe  remonftrants  forefee,  they  removed 
to  Rhode-Ifland,where  haveing  given  equall  priviledge  to 
all  and  eftablifhed  this  as  their  bafis,&c.  that  no  manfliould 
ever  be  molefted  for  profefTing  his  judgment,  &c.  they 
thought  themfelves  the  onely  happy  concording  people 
under  heaven.  Bur,  alas  I  it  was  but  a  dreame;  it  was 
not  of  God  and  therefore  could  not  (land.  For  this  li- 
berty and  equallity  fo  fomented  nacurall  corruption,  as 
they  prefently  fell  at  variance  among  themfelves,  and  grew 
into  three  or  foure  oppofite  parts,  which  continue  to  this 
day ;  and  inllead  of  eflablifliing  church  and  civil!  ftate 
have  overthrowne  both. 

Such  peace,  unity,  profperity,  &c.  is  that  which  we  may 
€xpe6^,  if  we  will  cad  off  the  rules  of  Gods  word,  the 
civill  prudence  of  all  nations,  and  our  owne  obfervation  of 
the  fruite  of  other  mens  follies,  and  hearken  to  the  coun- 
fell  of  thefe  new  (latefmen.  From  which  the  Lord  de- 
liver us,  and  all  the  feed  of  Ifraell  to  the  comeing  of 
Chrift  Jefus.     Amen. 

By  the  generall  court, 

Increafe  Nowcll,  Sec. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Symonds  to  Governor 
Winthrop,   Jan.  6.  1 646, 
Sir, 

IThanke  you  for  the  intelligence  y©u  fent  me  before 
the  faft  day.  I  am  forry  for  the  trjuble  you  were 
put  unto.  Troubles  and  difficulties  we  niuft  looke  for 
(if  we  will  reere  a  building  to  the  Lord)  but  the  encou- 
ragement exceeds  when  we  confider  the  worke  is  his. 
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I  am  informed  that  coppies  of  the  petition  are  fpreading 
here,  and  divers  (fpecially  young  men  and  women)  are 
taken  with  it,  and  are  apt  to  wonder  why  fuch  men  (hould 
be  troubled  that  fpeake  as  they  doe ;  not  being  able  fud- 
denly  to  difcerne  the  poyfon  in  the  fweet  wine,  nor  the 
fire  wrapt  up  in  the  draw.    And  alibeic  I  do  conceive  this 
towne^  affords  very  few  malignants,  yec  withall  I  doubt 
not  but  here  are  fome  a£live  fpirits  for  any  fuch  project 
once  fett  on  foote.     I  am  informed  of  the  fufpicious  ex- 
prelHons  here  and  there  of  fome,  but  I  (hall  attend   full 
matter,  and  the  fitted  feafon,  before  I  thinke  meet  to  med- 
dle with  them.     I  perceive  that  our  people  here  when 
through  the  cunning  of  fome  and  miftake  of  others,  any 
doubts  concerning  the  publique  proceedings  are  in  minds, 
they  are  foone  fatisfied  when  they  are  rightly  informed. 
Upon  thefe  and   fuch  like  confiderations  I  do  defirc  you 
vould  haflen  the  fending  of  a  coppy  of  the  courts  an- 
fwere  to  the  petition  and  remonftrance,  alfo  of  the  charge 
of  their  anfwere  thereunto,  and  alfo  of  a  reply  (if  any  be 
made  unto  it)  if  none  be  made,  then  a  coppy  of  the  reply 
to  their  anfwer  in  the  firft  particular,  which  I  fuppofe  is 
with  the  reft  in  Mr.  Secretaries  hands.     If  it  be  not  too 
much  trouble  to  you  I  ihould  defire  now  and  then  a  few 
lines  from  you  how  matters  proceed  at  the  Bay.     Its  none 
of  the  lead  poynte  of  the  petitioners  policie  to  beare  peo- 
ple in  hand   of  multitudes  to  be  of   their  mind ;  but  its 
conceived  that  its  a  meere  empty  vam,  for  except  a  few 
(not  affected  to  religion,  and  others  erroneous  in  opinions) 
the  people  are  firme. 

Yours  in  him  who  ever  watcheth  over  us, 
6th  nth,  46.  S.  S. 

I  Had  ended  as  you  fee  what  I  intended  at  this  tyme, 
but  it  being  dill  in  my  hand  I  thought  good  to  add  a 
little  more.  'I'be  fcope  of  what  I  would  exprefle  is,  to 
obferve  Gods  providences  in  mans  motions  at  this  tyme 
feemc  plainly  to  tend  to  fettle  his  people  here,  and  to 
fecover  new  Englifli  fpirjt  for  Chrids  kirgdome  aggine- 
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The  irregular  departure  of  fome  caufeih  a  deeper  fearch 
of  heart,  wherefore  God  hath  brought  his  people  hither, 
(I  will  briefly  mention  Gods  ends,  as  I  conceive  them, 
by  and  by)  and  the  plotting  of  others  under  the  alluring 
notion  of  liberty,  thereby  to  winne  the  opinionifts  and 
loofer  fort,  caufcs  the  folid  chriftians  to  prize  the  rare  and 
rich  liberty  which  God  hath  given  them,  and  they  have 
deerly  purchafed,  (viz.  in  refpe^l  of  men  in  this  their  great 
adventure)  at  a  very  high  rate.  Is  not  government  in 
church  and  common  weale  (according  to  Gods  owne  rules) 
that  new  heaven  and  earth  promifed,  in  the  fullnes  ac- 
compliftied  when  the  Jewes  come  in,  and  the  firft  fruites 
begun  in  this  part  New  England,  though  neglected  by 
many  and  oppofed  by  fome  ^  Now  to  name  what  fecmes 
to  be  Gods  ende  in  bringing  his  people  hether,  whatever 
more  there  may  be  which  tyme  may  yet  difcover. 

1.  To  beanoccafion  to  (lirre  up  the  zeale  of  the  two 
nations  to  fett  upon  reformation  of  religion,  and  that 
with  good  fucceiTe. 

2.  To  have  liberty  and  power  to  fett  up  Gods  owne 
ordinances  in  church  government,  and  thereby  to  hold 
forth  matter  of  convidion  to  the  epifcopacy  and  others 
that  this  way  of  church  government  and  civill  government 
may  (land  together. 

3.  To  exercife  the  graces  of  the  richer  fort  in  a  more 
mixt  condition,  they  (hall  have  the  liberty  of  good  govern- 
ment in  their  hands,  yet  with  the  abatement  of  their  out- 
ward eflates.  And  that  the  poorer  fort  (held  under  in 
England)  ihould  have  inlargement. 

4.  To  afford  a  hiding  place  for  fome  of  his  people  that 
flood  for  the  truth  while  the  nation  was  exercifed  unto  blood. 

5.  To  have  an  opportunity  to  traync  up  a  godly  fkillfull 
foldisry,  which  (hortly  may  be  imployed  againfl  that  blaf- 
phemous  citty.  And  to  thefe  may  be  added  (at  leaft  a 
fprinkling)  of  godly  feamen,  formerly  rare  in  the  world. 

6.  To  make  this  place  a  rendezvous  for  our  deare  En- 
«;iifh  friends  when  they  (hall  make  their  voyages  to  the 
V/efl  Indie?;  to  dry  up  that  Euphrates. 

7»  To 
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7.  To  be  hopefull  inflruments  in  Gods  hand  to  gaine 
tbefe  Indians  to  Chrifts  kingdome.  Which  mercy  if  at- 
tained in  any  confiderable  meafure  will  make  us  goe  Ting- 
ing to  our  graves. 

I  will  alfo  mention  the  text  preached  upon  at  our  lafl 
fafl:,  and  the  propofitions  raifed  thereupon,  becaufe  it  was 
fo  feafonable  toNew-Englands  condition,  and  io  profecut- 
ed,  that  did  you  fee  a  coppy  I  thinke  you  would  defu-c 
the  fermon  to  be  fett  forth  in  printe  for  publick  advantage. 

Jeremy  30.  17.  For  I  will  reflore  health  to  thee,  and 
beaie  thee  of  thy  wounds,  faith  the  Lord  :  becaufe 
they  called  thee  an  outcafl,  faying,  this  is  Zion  whom 
noe  man  carerh  for. 

1 .  Prop.  That  fick  tymes  doe  paffe  over  Zion. 

2.  That  fad  and  bitter  negledl  is  the  portion  and  ag- 
gravation and  affliflion  of  Zion  in  the  tymc  of  its  fick- 
nes  and  Wounds,  but  fpecially  in  the  neglect  of  thofc 
that  doe  negleft  it,  and  yet  notwithftanding  doe 
acknowledge  it  to  be  Zion. 

3.  That  the  feafon  of  penitent  Zions  pallion  is  the  fea- 
fon  of  God's  compaffion. 

This  fermon  tended  much  to  the  fettling  of  godly  minds 
here  in  Gods  way,  and  to  raife  their  fpirit?,  and  as  I  con- 
ceive hath  futable  effefls. 

I  think  the  magiftrates,  &c.  may  juflly  long  for  a  happy 
conclufion  of  the  Synod,  that  they  may  atteft  to  the  govern- 
ment of  Chrift  in  his  church,  and  that  they  m^ay  with  re- 
newed vigor  attend  the  mighty  providences  in  thefe  tymes 
and  opportunities  for  the  advance  of  Chrifts  caufe,  the 
elders  being  foe  zeaioufly  fett  thereupon. 

Sir,  its  conceived  this  place  will  prove  either  very  ho- 
nourable or  very  m.eene  and  contemptabie,  according  as 
religion  is  attended  or  negle<5led. 

If  you  thinke  it  meete,  1  pray  fend  alfo  a  coppy  of 
their  petition  found  in  Dands  fluddy,  its  dire61ed  to  the 
commiflioners. 

Copy 
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Copy   of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Richard  Vines*  to 
Governor  Winthrop. 

Right  Worfhipful  and  ever  honored  Sir, 

1  Undertake  not  to  give  you  a  relation  of  this  illand, 
prefuming  you  knowe  more  thereof  than  I  can  ex- 
preffe.  But  my  reall  refpe£ls  to  your  worthyncfs  enjoyne 
me  to  faluteyou  with  a  lyne  or  two,  not  only  ro  fhew  my 
gratefnlnes  for  former  favours,  but  dill  defiring  ro  keep 
correfpondency  with  you  who  have  alwayes  refpec^ed  me 
beyond  ray  deferts.  1  (hall  be  joyfull  you  had  any  fer- 
vice  here  to  command  me,  to  make  good  my  poore  expref- 
r^ons  in  reall  actions. 

This  gentleman,  Mr.  John  Mainford  merchant,  is  com' 
jng  to  your  porte  to  trade  for  provifions  for  the  beilv, 
■which  at  prefent  is  very  fcarce,  by  reafon  of  5  or  6  months 
daythe,  and  not  that  only,  but  men  are  fo  intent  upon 
planting  fugar  that  they  had  raiher  buy  fcode  at  very 
deare  rates  than  produce  it  by  labour,  Joe  infinite  is  thq 
profiti  of  fugar  workes  after  once  accomplidied.  I  have 
by  Gods  afTiliance  fettled  my  felfe  in  two  plantations  ad- 
joyning,  containing  50  acres,  the  which  I  hope  after  6 
months  will  mayntayne  me  and  myne  comfortably,  be- 
fides  ray  practice  of  phifick  which  is  worih  at  lead  i  oooolb. 
of  tobacco  per  ann.  declare,  yett,  it  is  hard  with  me  by  rea- 
fon of  my  great  payments  for  my  plantations  and  negroe> 
and  other  neceiTary  difourfments  already  paid  to  the  value 
of  4C0C0  lb.  of  tobacco,  which  keepes  me  bare  at  prefent ; 
I  doubt  not  but  the  next  crop  {proving  well)  but  10  be  bet- 
ter able  to  live  than  I  have  been  many  yeares. 

Mr.  Parker  with  his  wife  and  family  are  well  feared  in 
a  good  plantation  of  20  acres,  befides  a  good  (lipeiid 
and  many  good  guifts,  well  approved  of  in  hi*  function, 
oppofed  by  none,  unleiTe  by  antinomians  and  fuch  1  ke* 
1  bleileGod  my  family  continue  in  good  health,  all  liking 
the  iiland  well,   notvvithdanding  their  change  of  dyetr, 

which 
*  This  Mr.  Vines  had  been  many  years  an  agent  for  Sir  Ferdixia;.do 

Gorges  in  hii  Froviace  of  Main.  . 


COLLECTION    of  PAPERS.       223 

which  at  prefent  is  but  {lender,  yet  far  from  want.  1  feare 
not  but  within  6  months  to  live  as  plentifully  as  any  maa 
upon  this  ifiand,  according  to  my  proportion.  I  have  at 
prefent  16  accres  of  cotton  planted  at  the  leaf!:,  as  much 
corne  for  m.y  provifions,  byfides  tobacco.  The  next  yearc 
I  intend  for  fugar,  at  prefent  I  cannot.  Thus  ceafing 
farder  to  trouble  you,  fave  with  my  refpe£live  fervice  to 
yourfelfe,  your  virtuous  wife,  with  your  fonnes  and  daugh- 
ters, and  to  the  reverend  divines  Mr.  Cotton  and  Mr. 
Wilfon,  to  my  worthy  friends  Maj.  Gibbons  and  Mr.  Hill, 
leaving  you  all  to  Kraells  protector,  reiling 

Your  aflured  friend 
Barbadoes,  July  19th,  and  fervant, 

1647.  Rich.  Vines. 


Mr.  Richard  Vines'sLetter  to  Governor  Winthrop, 
about  the  Sicknefs  in  Barbados. 

Barbadoes,  29th  April,  1648. 
Right  worfliipfull,  and  m.y  ever  honored  friend, 
^7'  OUR  kinde  letter  of  the  24th  of  Augufl  I  received, 
X  which  was  moft  wellcomc  unto  mee,  efleeming  it 
a  high  favour  that  you  will  vouchfafe  to  keepe  corefpon- 
dency  with  fo  undeferving  a  friend.  I  perceive  by  your 
letter  that  the  Lord  did  (liake  his  rod  over  New- England, 
it  washisgreate  mercy  only  to  put  you  in  remembrance. 
We  have  felt  his  heavy  hand  in  wrath,  and  yet  I  feare 
not  fenfible  of  it,  for  here  is  little  amendment,  or  notice 
taken  of  his  great  punifhments.  The  ficknes  was  an  abfo- 
lute  plague ;  very  inftflinus  and  deftroying,  in  fo  much 
that  in  our  parifli  there  were  buried  20  in  a  weeke,  and 
many  week^s  together,  15  or  16.  It  iirfl:  feafed  on  the 
able:!:  men  boih  for  account  and  ability  of  body.  Many 
who  had  beg'.in  and  almoft  finifhed  greate  fugar  workes, 
who  dandled  rhemfelves  in  their  hopes,  but  were  fuddenly 
laid  in  the  duft,  and  their  eflares  left  unto  Grangers.    Our 

New-Englan^l 
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New-England  men  here  had  their  (liare,  and  foe  had  all 
nations  efpecially  Dutchmen,  of  whom  died  a  great  com- 
pany, even  the  wifeft  of  them.  The  contagion  is  well 
nigh  over,  the  Lord  make  us  truly  thankful!  for  it  and 
ever  mindful  of  his  mercy.  I  faw  your  fon  here,  he  made 
but  little  flay,  but  went  for  Chriftophers  with  his  cargo  ; 
he  is  a  very  hopeful  gentleman.  If  the  Lord  pleafe  ro 
fend  him  here  agayne  or  any  other  of  your  fonnes,  I  dial! 
be  ready  to  ferve  them  in  what  I  rndLj-  I  here  the  Lord 
hath  gracioufly  recompenced  your  incomparable  lofTe  with 
another  mofl  vertuous  and  loving  wife,  many  and  happy 
be  your  dayes  together. 

Sir,  1  fiiall  take  it  as  a  great  bleffing  from  God  ro  give 
me  a  good  occafion  to  ferve  you  or  any  of  your  children, 
here  or  elfe  where,  that  I  might  exercife  my  ihankfull 
remembrance  for  all  former  courtefies. 

No  more  at  prefent  but  my  humble  fcrvice  to  yourfelfe 
and  vertuous  wife,  and   to  all  your  fons  and  daughters* 
Committing  you  all  to  the  piote6lion  of  almighty  God, 
Ever  reding  your  affured  loving  friend, 

^  and  fervant,  ^.^^^  ^j^^^^ 

I  pray  Sir  be  pleafed  to  prefent  my 
bed  Service  to  Mr.  Dudley,  Mr. 
Bellingham,  Mr.  Stibbins.and  the 
two  reverend  miniflers  Mr.Cotton  • 

and  Mr.  Wilfon. 


Copy    of  a   Letter    from    William    Coddington 
to  Governor  Winthrop. 

Right  worfliipfuil  and  beloved  in  our  Lord  Jefus, 

I  Doe  rejoyce  in  the  Lords  mercey,  grace  and  favour  to 
you,  in  bedoweing  of  you  a  meet  helper,  and  now 
againe  edablidiing  you  a  governor  over  his  people.  Sir, 
this  bearer,  Capt.  Partridge,  hath  requedcd  me  to  fjgnify 

to 
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to  you  what  1  know  concerneing  Robr.  Nafhes  dealeings 
wiih  him,  viz.  he  lould  him  fome  fart  cattell  in  Augufl 
lafl:  at  an  under  raire,  to  be  paid  in  bever,  he  hath  defer- 
red him  from  tyme  to  tyme,  and  the  lad  tyme  I  was  in 
tlie  Bay  proraifed  him  before  me,  if  he  had  it  not  to  re- 
turne  by  that  Ihip  he  would  give  him  double  the  value 
(which  he  doth  not  (land  upon)  and  now  is  forced  to  feeke 
his  owne.  I  doubt  not  you  will  be  pleafed  to  aEbrd  him 
that  juftice  as  the  equitie  of  his  caufe  may  require.  Sir, 
this  bearer  and  Mr.  Ballfone,  and  fome  others  of  this 
iiland,  are  in  difgrace  with  the  people  in  Providence,  War- 
wick and  Gortons  adherents  on  the  ifiand,  for  that  we  will 
not  enterpoife  or  meedle  at  all  in  their  quarrills  with  the 
MafTachufetts  and  the  reft  of  the  colonyes ;  and  doe  much 
feare  that  Gorton  will  be  a  thorne  in  their  and  our  fides, 
if  the  Lord  prevent  not ;  but  I  hope  ftiortcly  to  fee  you, 
and  to  fpeak  with  you,  and  therefore  fhajl  for  the  prefenC 
feafe  from  writeing,  but  not  from  remayneing 
Newport,  May  25.  •     Yours  ever, 

1648.  Wra.  CoddingtoQ. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  frov.i  Mr.  Hopkins''^  to  Governor 
Winthrop. 

Much  honoured  Sir, 

I  Received  yours  of  the  26th  paft,  and  have  much  caufe 
to  acknowledge  your  great  love  in  the  paynes  you 
looke  to  anfwer  my  defire  in  the  cafe  propounded.  I 
find  a  generall  concurrence  almofl,  with  your  thoughts 
therein,  by  all  1  have  confulced  with,  foe  that  I  dare  not, 
having  fuch  a  flreame  of  advice  to  the  contrary,  refolve 
to  returne,  uniill  more  of  the  mind  of  t  he  Lord  ap- 
pearf!  that  way,  though  I  find  not  my  heart  foe  quieted 
in  that  determination  as  I  hoped  it  would.  Your  prayers 
I  nead  and  begg,  that  that  the  Lord  would  arlength  fatisfy 
me  with  himiclfe  in  this  fad  and  great  tryall  which  almoft 
overwhelmes  my  fpiritt. 

*  Mr.  Hopkins  was  Governor  cl  Conne<5licut.  Soon  after  this  Letter 
heweni  to  England,  was  promoted  by  CromweU,  made  a  Com- 
iniflloner  of  ;hs  Navy  and  of  ttie  Admiraitv,  and  died  there  in  ^  6sJp 
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I  hoped  ere  this  to  have  receaved  from  you  Mr.  Brad- 
fords  reiolution  concerning  meeting  MonrStiiyvefant"^  here. 
You  will  underltand  by  my  father  Eatons  former  letters  to 
yourfelfe,  that  his  thoughts  inciyne  to  alter  the  commifTio- 
ners  meeting  from  Plymouth  to  this  place  for  this  year, 
if  our  friends  at  Plymouth  be  content  therewith.  I  much 
defire  to  under/hind  the  iifue  of  your  thoughts  there,  that 
occafions  may  be  ordered  accordingly,  and  the  Dutch  go- 
vernor have  notice  in  feafonable  tyme  of  the  meeting. 
"We  are  m,uch  ingagcd  to  your  love  in  the  ready  willing* 
nefs  you  exprefs  to  underc^oe  foe  grrat  a  journey  upon  the 
fervice  of  our  peace.  The  good  Lord  anfwer  the  holy 
endeavours  of  his  fervants  with  anfwerable  fuccefTe,  and 
grant  us  his  peace  in  all  things  by  all  means.  I  have  noe 
more  tyme  at  prefent  but  to  fcribble  ihefe  few  lynes  in 
much  haile  and  to  fubfcribc  myfelfe 

Yours  by  many  ingagements 

ready  to  ferve  you  in  what  I  may, 
Hartford,  2  id  June, 

1648.  E.  Hopkins. 


Application  from  Rhode-Ifland  to  the  Commlflio- 
ners  of  the  United  Colonies  and  their  Anfwer. 

1^  f  Pv.  William  Coddington  and  Capt.  Partridge  of 
XVJ  Roade-lfldnd  prefented  this  requeO:  to  the  Com- 
miffioners  in  wrireing.  Our  requefl:  and  motion  is  in  the 
behalfe  of  cur  ifland,  that  we  the  Illanders  of  Roade-IfMnd 
may  be  received  into  a  combination  with  all  the  united 
colonies  of  New-England,  into  a  firme  and  perpetuall 
league  of  frlendlliip  and  amitie,  lor  offence  and  defence, 
muLuail  advice  and  fuccOur,  upon  all  jufl  occafions,  for  our 
muiuall  fafety  and  welfare,  and  for  preferving  of  peace 
amongd  ouifelves,  and  preventing,  as  much  as  may  be,  all 
occafions  of  warre  or  diflerences,  and  to  this  our  motion  wc 
have  the  confent  of  the  major  part  of  our  ifland. 

William  Coddington, 
Alexander  Partridge, 
^To 
*  The  Dutch  Governor  of  tlie  New-Netherlands  now  New* York. 
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To  which  motion  the  Commiflioners  returned  this  anfwcr 
under  their  hands. 

Mr.  Coddington  and  Capr.  Partridge, 

THE  CommilTioners  for  the  uninsd  Colonies  have  con- 
fidered  what  you  have  propounded,  either  by  fpeech 
or  writeing,  and  find  your  prefent  (larc  and  condition  full 
of  confufionand  danger,  having  much  difturbance  amongfl: 
yourfelves,  and  no  fecuritie  from  the  Indians,  they  defire 
therefore  in  feverall  refpedls  to  afford  both  advice  and 
helpe.  But  upon  perufall  of  the  ancient  patent  granted 
to  New  Plimouth,  they  find  Roade  llland  (upon  which 
your  plantations  are  fettled)  to  fall  within  theire  lyne  and 
bounds,  which  the  honourable  Committee  of  Parliament 
thinke  not  fitt  to  (Ireighten  or  infringe,  nor  may  we.  If 
therefore  yourfelves  and  the  inhabitants,  or  the  mod 
confiderable  parts  of  them,  upon  a  due  confideraiion  of 
Plimouths  patent  and  right,  acknowledge  yourfelves 
within  that  jurifdicftion,  we  fliall  confider  and  advife 
how  you  may  be  accepted  upon  juft  tearmes,  and  with 
tender  refpefl  to  your  conveniencie,  and  fhall  after  afford 
you  the  fame  advice,  protection  and  help  which  other  plan- 
tations within  the  united  Coionief  enjoy,  which  we  hope 
in  fundry  refpe6ts  may  tend  to  your  comfort  and  fafety. 

September  8,  1748. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Symonds  to  Governor 
Winthrop,  about  the  Synod. 
Sir, 

IUnderfland  it  is  your  purpofe  to  vizitt  us  and  afford 
your  prefence  this  court ;  pray  let  no  fmall  matter 
deprive  us  of  our  defire  and  expectation  ;  and  we  (hould 
be  glad  to  fee  Mrs.  Winthrop  here  (if  with  conveniency 
it  might  be)  And  I  pray  bring  with  you  a  coppy  of  the 
Tore  of  the  Synod  concerning  the  confeffion  (not  of  difci- 
0^2  pline) 
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pline)  but  of  do(flrine  and  faith  ;  which  you  may  have,  I 
fuppofe,  of  Mr.  Cotton,  Mr.  Elyott,  or  of  Mr.  Allen  of 
Dedham,  if  your  man  afk  for  ir.  Thus  with  our  beft 
refpe£ls  prefented  I  reft  Yours  ever, 

19th  7th,   48.  S.  Symonds. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Edward  Winflov^,  Efq;  to 
the  ComnViffioners  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Gentlemen, 
X"J  Eeceaving  a  letter  from  you,  notwithftanding  the 
VS^    large   letrer  fent  by  the  corporarion  to  yourfelves, 
I  cann  doe  no  lelTe  than  give  you  thanks  for  your  refpe£l 
therein  to  myfelf,  and  care  of  mee,   leaft   1  might  fmk 
under  the  preffure  of  following  the  publick  bufmes  at 
ray  private  charge,  the  time  is  not  as  yet  come  for  me  to 
expecl  any  reliefe,  there  being  very  little  of  the  collections 
come  into  the  trejfury,  more   than  what  hath   been  ex- 
pended in  printing,  &c.  and  paying  Mr.  Jenners  library, 
which  1  defire  may  be  looked  after  according  to  the  cat- 
taloguefenr  over.  For  his  necelTuies  prefTed  us  to  a  pre- 
fent  difburfement  of  thirty  pounds,   and  to  recover  it  a- 
gaine  would    be  a  hard  matter,  yea  too  hard  for  us,  he 
living  in  Norfolk  ;  but  a  word  is  fufficient,  it  is  better  to 
loofe  fome   than  all.     I  fliall  fpeedily  write  to  Mr.  Weld 
and  acquaint  him  alfo  with  the  readines  that  is  in  the  cor- 
poration to  pay  the  thirty  four  pounds  to  him  slfo  (having 
order  (o  to  doe)  for  his  library   left  with  Mr.  Elliott,  fo 
that  1  truft  that  gapp  will   be   foone,  (lopped.     The  col- 
le<fiion  is  hopefully  begun   in  London,  and  I  believe  will 
arife  to  a  confiderable  fome,  but  you  would  wonder   to 
beare  thefeverall  forts  of  objeftions  that  are  madeagainft 
K  by  men  that  after  all  are  alhamed  to  neglect  it,  as  what 
have  we  to  doe  to  raite  great  fumes  to  promote  the  gofpell 
among  naked  people,  the  gofpell  is  going  away  from  us, 
and  we  helpe  it  forward,  we  have  more  neede  to  fupport 
learning  at  home  then  abroad  ;  and  then  our  levellers  will 

have 
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have  norhiii?  ro  doe  to  advance  humane  learning,  there  is 
1:00  much  Oi  it  already  ;  and  yen  notwithilandin^  it  goes 
hopefully  on,  Sec.  Yeilerday  (as  I  am  informea)  Mr.Cod- 
dington^  had  ioracthing  done  for  him  at  the  counfeli  of 
flate,  which  I  believe  was  his  pattent  confirmed,  for  the 
truth  is  fmce  1  perceaved  by  letters  from  Plymouth  that 
after  another  years  warning  nothing  is  likely  to  be  done 
in  reference  to  the  old  order  of  lords  and  commons  fent 
over  in  (47)  as  I  take  it  I  looked  upon  it  as  a  vainc  thing 
to  ftrive  againft  the  (treame,  when  as  indeed  that  was  the 
luaine  matteriall  objedion  above  a  t^velve  month  fmce, 
which  I  could  not  anfwer,  that  we  had  fuch  an  order  hut 
never  looked  after  the  performance  thereof,  nor  made  any 
retourne  upon  it,  and  if  I  could  not  then  anfwer  it,  how 
much  lefTe  now  after  another  yeare,  if  not  eighteen  months 
expiration,  but  the  will  of  the  Lord  muft  be  done  ;  how- 
ever 1  fnffer  in  my  reputation  here,  to  make  fo  great  a 
buflle  forced,  and  then  to  let  all  fall  at  laft  ;  had  I  not  had 
particular  in(lru(5tions  from  Plimouth  herein  I  had  never 
ftirred  in  it,  but  1  fliall  be  more  warey  heereafter  how 
I  ingage  in  bufmes  of  that  nature,  yet  when  I  have  faid  it, 
(hall  not  dare  to  negle<^  the  lead  fervice  wherein  any 
or  all  the  united  colonies  are  concerned.  Here  is  a  great 
murmuring  at  the  great  provifions  of  powder  and  (hott  the 
feveral!  (hipps  gett  licenfe  for,  yeare  after  yeare,  40  bar- 
rells  of  powder  and  50  barrells  is  an  ordinary  proportion 
tea  fliipp,  nay  fometimes  100,  and  lead  and  arms  propor- 
tionable. Its  laid  to  our  chardge,  that  being  cuftom  free, 
we  inrich  ourfelves  by  furniiliing  Barbadoes  and  Virginia, 
though  enemies,  See.  with  that  and  other  commodities,  and 
jhere  hath  been  upon  that  very  accompt  a  ferious  debate 
about  revoking  our  free  cuflome  and  excife.  I  have  la- 
boured in  it,  and  fatisfyed  many  of  the  Parliament  and 
Counfeli  of  State,  o^  your  care  not  to  fuffer  any  powder 
more  than  (liipps  (lore,  to  be  tranfported  away,  that  we 
are  faine  to  land  ail  we  bring  hither  for  feare  of  fireing  the 
fliippsin  the  river,  and  muft  gett  licenfe  for  that  alfo  upoa 
0^3  rerourne, 

*   Fie  was  in  England  folliciting  for  j^owcrs  of  Govcrrci^r.:  icr 
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retourne,  that  the  mafler  is  forced  to  take  licfpfe  for  more 
than  he  buyes  that  he  mciy  beare  out  his  paf  ingers  parti- 
cular (lores.  1  have  fliewed  them  how  many  fhipps  and 
their  lading  we  have  loft  for  their  fakes  by  the  kings  party, 
told  them  what  profirts  they  had  by  the  retournes  of  New 
England,  for  whether  they  went  for  Spaine,  Streights, 
Barbadoes,  &:c.  they  all  pay  cuftome  and  excife  home; 
that  we  only  had  fuffered  with  and  for  fhem  and,  for  their 
fakes,  were  hated  of  all  the  EnsHlh  abroade.  -  This  hath 
made  a  prefent  ftopp,  bur  I  alTare  you  it  concernes  the 
countrie  to  take  notice  of  it  and  be  carefull  that  our  mer- 
chants and  fuch  as  trade  thirher  abufe  not  the  freedom  we 
enjoy,  nor  know  I  better  to  whom  to  imparte  it  than  to 
you  the  CommilTioners  that  are  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
united  Colonies  1  pray  God  direfl  you  herein,  amongft 
other  the  weighty  occafions  of  the  countrie,  &c. 

Gentlemen,  your  humble  fervant, 
London,  April!  xy.  51.  Edw.  Winflow, 


The  Anfwer  to  the  foregoing  Letter  followeth. 

Honored  Sir, 

WE  have  received  yours  of  the  17th  of  Aprill  pafl, 
and  therein  take  noticeof  your  continued  refpe£ls 
to  this  countrie,  and  uncelTant  endeavours  for  promoting 
the  welfare  of  the  poore  natives ;  we  have  alfo  feene  the 
ipvoyce  of  the  goods  fen t,"^  which  as  we  underdand  are 
taken  up  at  Boilon  according  to  the  te-nnor  of  the  bills  of 
lading,  and  fecured  by  thofetowhofe  care  you  committed 
them.  It  is  feme  difadvantage  that  the  prices  of  the  feve- 
ralls  are  not  mentioned,  which  for  future  you  may  pleafe 
to  re^tifie  ;  we  (liall  endeavour,  through  the  grace  of  Chrifl, 
that  what  comes  to  our  hands  may  be  improved  to  the  beft 
advantage  of  the  worke,  as  it  comes  under  our  view  j  and 

that 

*  For  the  ufe  of  the  Corporation  for  propagating  the  Gofpel  among 

the  Indians,  Mr.  Winflow  being  one  of  th?  Mcfxitsrs  in  Ecglan^. 
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that  fuch  account  be  kept  of  the  difpofall  thereof  and 
retourned  to  you,  as  may  (if  not  fully  anfvver  the  expec- 
tation of  all  who  are  concerned)  yet  evidence  our  faith- 
fulines  in  the  truft  committed  to  us.  In  order  whereunio 
We  have  deputed  Mr.  Edward  Rawfon  of  Bofton  as  our 
fteward  or  agent,  to  receive  what  is  fent,  difpofe  and  keep 
accompts  of  the  fame,  according  to  fuch  order  as  he  re- 
ceiveth  from  us,  and  notice  fhall  be  taken,  according  to 
your  defire,  what  difference  there  is  in  the  proofe  of  the 
tooles  now  fent;  we  (liall  enquire  after  the  catalogue  of 
Mrjenners  ]ibrary,and  endeavour  that  neither  your  nor  our 
ends  may  be  fruftrated.  It  is  apprehended  by  fome  that, 
according  to  the  intent  of  the  a6l  of  Parliament,  an  eye  maj 
be  had  in  the  diftributions  to  the  enlardging  the  colledge 
at  Cambridge,  whereof  is  great  neede,  and  furtherance  of 
learning  not  fo  immediately  refpe6ling  the  Indian  defigne; 
though  we  fully  concurre  nor,  yett  we  defire  to  know  what 
the  apprehenfi<D4is  of  the  honnored  Corporation  are  here- 
in :  If  the  one  might  receive  fome  encouragement  without 
prejudice  of  the  other,  we  hope  the  kingdome  of  our  Lord 
Jefus,  the  gennerally  profeffed  end  of  all  interefled  in  the 
worke,  may  be  advanced  thereby.  It  hath  been  and  is 
the  great  care  of  the  governraenis  in  the  feverall  colonies, 
that  the  immunities  graunted  by  the  honorable  Parliament^ 
may  not  be  abufed  by  any  of  ours,  and  therein  have  had 
a  fpeciall  refpe^l  to  the  trade  of  powder  ;  which  we  can- 
not but  fear  hath  been  too  exorbitantly  managed,  by  fome, 
ihou^^h  the  welfare  of  the  colonies,  in  many  re/pe6fs,  are 
deeply  concerned  and  hazarded ;  we  ihall  adde  what 
ftrength  we  may  to  the  fences  aheady  made,  that  if  no 
other  confiderations  will  prevaile,  felfe-concernment  may 
deterre.  Though  we  have  not  underflood  that  any  from 
us  hath  been  tranfported  to  Barbadoes  or  Virginia ;  the 
great  inconvenience  we  lye  under  is  from  that  mifchievous 
trade  of  guns,  powder,  (hott,  occ.  carryed  on  by  French, 
Dutch,  and  Swedes,  with  the  Indians,  and  temptations 
ariiing  to  fome  of  ours  thereby,  which  hath  occafioned  ma- 
ny to  urge  a  fetting  open  that  trade  amQUgil  ourfslvea, 

0^4  cougeiviog 

^  Mc/r;i.  H'ft.  Vol.  I.  114. 
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conceiving  that  (as  the  cafe  (lands)  the  befi:  way  to  putt  a 
check  to  that  current  it  now  runs  fo  ftrongly  in  ;  but  we 
have  been  Howe  herein,  nor  dare  we  yett  fett  open  fuch 
a  doore,  yeit  could  be  willing  to  unJerfland  from  you 
what  interpretation  you  conceive  would  be  made  by  the 
fiate  there,  if  reftreints,  upon  the  aforementioned  confi- 
derations,  fliould  for  a  time  be  taken  oiT.  We  underftand 
Mr.  Eaton^  hath  written  to  you  at  large  about  their  jutl 
tirle  to  confiderable  parts  of  land  on  both  fides  of  Dela- 
ware bjy  and  river,  how  they  were  formerly  didurhed  in 
their  trade  and  planting,  by  force  and  other  unlawful! 
pra£lices  both  of  Dutch  and  Swedes,  yourfelfe  may  re- 
member; and  he  haih  acquainted  you  with  a  late  unneigh- 
bourly and  injurious  carriage  of  the  Dutch  Governor, 
when  at  leaf!:  50  of  New-Haven  jurirdi(ftion  were  on  their 
way  to  plant  there,  but  were  ftaied,  imprifoned  and  forced 
to  retourne  with  great  loiTe  to  thofe  interrefted  in  that 
defigne,  and  hath  defired  your  helpe  in  procuring  a  patent. 
Thefe  things,  by  a  petition  from  thefe  concerned  in  the 
iate  loiTe  and  difappointment,  have  been  recommended  to 
our  confideration.  We  are  juflly  fenfible  of  the  diflionour 
putt  upon  the  Englifli  nation  by  this  unj aft  affront,  of  our 
duty  to  preferve  iheEnglifh  title  tofo  confiderable  a  place 
as  Delaware,  and  that  a  juft  repaire  and  farisfa6lion  be 
made  to  ihofe  fo  wronged  both  in  their  perfons  and  eftates 
and,  frora  you,  deiire  information  what  efteem  the  old 
pattents  for  that  place  have  with  the  Parliament  or  Coun- 
fell  of  State,  where  there  hath  been  no  improvement 
hitherto  made  by  the  pattentees ;  whether  the  Parliament 
hath  grauntcd  any  late  pattents,  or  whether  in  graunting 
they  referve  not  libertie  and  encouragement  for  fuch  as 
have  or  fnall  plant  upon  their  formerly  duely  purchafed 
lands ;  as  alfo  how  any  engagement  by  the  colonies  againft 
the  Dutch  upon  the  forementioned  occafion  will  be  re- 
fenred  by  the  Parliament,  of  which  we  dcfire  informatioq 
by  the  firft,  &c.  Your  loving  friends. 

Newhaven,  1 1.  September,  1 65 1, 


^  Governor  of  New-Kaven  Colon/.  CojW 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  John  Cotton  to  Lord 
General  Cromwell. 

Right  Honourable, 

FOR  fo  1  mud  acknowledge  you,  not  only  for  the 
eminency  of  place  and  command  which  the  God  of 
power  and  honour  hath  called  you  unro  ;  but  alfo  for  that 
the  Lord  hath  fat  you  forth  as  a  veifell  of  honour  to  his 
name,  in  working  many  and  great  deliverances  for  his  peo- 
ple, and  for  his  truth,  by  you  ;  and  yet  helping  you  to  re- 
ferve  all  the  honour  to  him,  who  is  the  God  of  falvaiion, 
and  the  Lord  of  hoads,  mighty  in  battell.  1  am  not  igno- 
rant thai  you  fufFer  no  fmall  dillionour  in  the  tongues  of 
many,  not  only  as  a  feflary,  but  as  out  of  your  calling,  be- 
ing fat  on  worke  (as  is  pretended)  by  an  ufurped  power, 
and  yourfelfe  (with  the  army)  exercihnga  power  dcflruc- 
tive  in  fome  cafes  to  the  priviledges  of  parliament,  and  the 
liberty  and  fafety  of  the  kingdome.  But  3  or  4  principles 
there  be,  upon  which  it  fecm.eth  to  me  your  proceedings 
have  been  grounded  and  carryed  on,  and  whein  my  judg- 
ment (reafonable  it  is)  hath  been  fully  fatisfyed  :  i.  That 
the  conceffions  of  the  late  king  never  came  up  to  fuch 
a  pofture  as  whereon  to  lay  a  firme  foundation  of  a  fafe 
peace,  either  to  church  or  commonwealth.  2.  That  when 
the  Parliament  was  full,  and  alTifled  with  the  commiiTioners 
of  Scotland  (in  the  treaty  at  Uxbridge  or  Newport,  or 
elfewhere)  they  agreed  together  that  the  king  could  not 
be  reilored  to  his  former  fbte  upon  fuch  termes.  And 
therefore  (unles  his  conceiTions  afterwards  in  the  Ifle  of 
Wight  were  more  fafe  and  fatisfa(Story)^  if  the  Parliament 
of  England  voted  the  contrary  afterwards,  in  a  mighty 
confultation,  it  was  not  an  a6l  of  Parliament,  but  a  prcEvari- 
cation  of  a  former  juft  and  lawfull  acTc.  And  therefore, 
when  the  army  dilcerned,  not  only  their  o^vne  fafetyes, 
but  the  fafety  of  religion  and  (late,  and  their  caufe  and 
vi^loryes  given  in  defence  thereof,  all  of  them  given  away 
in  that  prcevarication,  1  know  not  how  they  could  have 

approved 

t  ThU  is  ex^'-eTiJ  '^ary  cintlTjily. 


234      COLLECTION   of    PAPERS. 

approved  their  faithPullnefle  better  to  the  (late  and  caufe, 
then  by  purging  the  Parliament  of  fuch  corrupt  humours, 
ind  prefenting  the  king  topab!iqiie  tryall.  5.  That  the 
army,  though  they  be  inferiour  and  fubordinate  to  the 
flate  that  giveth  them  commifTion  and  pay  ;  yet  neither 
their  con fciences  nor  fervices  are  mercenary,  though  they 
doe  receive  wages  for  their  fupport  in  the  fervice ;  though 
foldiers  may  take  oathes  of  fidelity  to  the  (late,  in  under- 
taking an  expedition,  yet  they,  regarding  ihe  caufe  as  well 
as  the  perfons  that  fet  them  on  worke,  doe  performe  their 
fidelity,  if  they  attend  to  the  caufe  for  which  they  fight, 
rather  than  to  the  private  ends  or  lufts  of  fuch  as  fend  them 
forth.  Joab  (the  general!  of  Davids  hoail)  though  he 
went  beyond  his  commiiTion  in  putting  Abfaiom  to  death, 
yet  not  beyond  his  fidelity.  4.  That  when  covenants  are 
plighted,  .vhich  coaful:  of  muiy  articles  (fome  principali 
and  fundamental!,  others  fubordinate  and  acce(rary)  if  it  fo 
fall  ou':  that  all  the  articles  cannot  be  performed  without 
breach  of  fome  ororrier,  there  may  be  jaft  caufe  of  re- 
penting the  underraking  of  fuch  covenants ;  but  yet,  if 
fome  articles  cannot  be  performed  without  breach  of  others, 
the  covenanters  mud  chiefely  attend  to  the  performance  of 
the  principali  articles,  though  (with  griefe)  they  be  put  to 
it  to  violate  the  fubordinate.  Thefe  things  are  fo  cleare 
to  mine  owne  apprehenfion,  that  lam  fully  fatisfyed,  that 
you  have  all  this  while  fought  the  Lords  battelis,  and  the 
Lord  hath  owned  you,  and  honoured  himfelfe  in  you,  in 
all  your  expeditions,  which  maketh  my  poor  prayers  the 
more  ferious  and  faithfull  and  affeflionate  (as  God  helpeth) 
in  your  behalfe.  In  like  frame  (as  I  conceive)  are  the  fpirits 
of  our  brethren  (the  elders  and  churches  of  thefe  parts) 
carried  forth,  and  the  Lord  accept  us,  and  help  you  inChri(l. 
If  you  aike  upon  what  (lru£ture  I  have  made  thus  bold 
to  addrelTe  myfelfe  in  thefe  rude  lynes  to  your  Lord(hip, 
I  mud  acknowledge  it  is  abhorrent  from  my  native  ba(h- 
fullnelTe  to  run  into  the  prefence  of  great  men  :  Bat  I 
received  the  other  day  a  letter  from  my  reverend  brother 
Mr.  Hooker  of  Newhaven,  who  cenifyeth  me  that  your 
Lprd&ip  made  fpeciall  mention  of  nie  ia  your  late  letters 

to 
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to  him,  with  tender  of  loving  and  more  refpc£lfull  falnta- 
lions  than  I  could  expert ;  withail  he  moved  me  to  write 
to  your  Lordiliip,  as  believing  you  would  accept  the  fame 
in  good  part.     This  is  my  excufe,  fuch  as  it  is. 

The  Scots,  whom  God  delivered  into  your  hands  at 
Dunbarre,  and  whereof  fundry  were  fent  hither,  we  have 
been  defirous  (as  we  could)  to  make  their  yoke  eafy.  Such 
as  were  fick  of  the  fcurvy  or  other  difeafes  have  not  want- 
ed phyfick  and  chyrurgery.  They  have  not  been  fold  for 
flaves  to  perpetuall  fervitude,  but  for  6  or  7  or  8  yeares, 
as  we  do  our  ownc  ;  and  he  that  bought  the  mod  of  them 
(I  heare)  buildeth  houfes  for  them,  for  every  4  an  houfe, 
layeth  fome  acres  of  ground  thereto,  which  he  giveth  them 
as  their  o wne,  requiring  3  dayes  in  the  weeke  to  workc  for 
him  (by  turnes)  and  4  dayes  for  ihemfelvcs,  and  promifeth, 
aflbone  as  they  can  repay  him  the  money  he  layed  out  for 
them,  he  will  fet  them  at  liberty. 

As  for  the  afperfion  of  fa(flious  men,  I  hear,  by  Mr. 
Defboroughs  letter  lad  night,  that  you  have  well  vindicated 
yourfelfe  therefrom  by  calhiering  fundry  corrupt  fpirits 
our  of  the  army.  And  truly,  Sir,  better  a  few  and  faith- 
full,  than  many  and  unfound.  The  army  on  Chrifts  fide 
(which  he  maketh  victorious)  are  called  chofen  and  faith- 
full,  Rev.  17.  14.  a  verfe  worthy  your  Lordlliips  frequent 
and  deepe  meditation.  Go  on  therefore  (good  Sir)  to 
overcome  yourfelfe  (Prov.  1 6  .3  2.)  to  overcome  your  army, 
(Deut.  29.  9,  with  v.  14.)  and  to  vindicate  your  orthodoxe 
integrity  to  the  world. 

Pardon,  I  befeech  you,  my  boldneffe  and  rudenefle, 
which  not  arrogancy  but  due  refpecl  an4  obfervancy  to 
your  Lordfhip  hath  put  upon  me. 

The  Lord  Jefus  who  is  your  righteoufnefle  goe  before 
you,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  be  ilill  your  rearward, 
Ifai.  58.  8.     Thus  humbly  taking  leave,  I  remain, 

defirous  of  the  accomplilhment  of  the  Lords  worke 

Boflon  in  N.  E.  in  your  hands, 

28.  of  5th,  1 65 1.  John  Cotton, 

Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  General  Oliver 

Cromwell  to  Mr.  John  Cotton. 
Worthy  Sir,  and  my  chriftian  friend, 

IReceaved  yours  a  fewdayes  fichence,  it  was  welcome 
to  me,  becaufe  figned  by  you  whome  I  love  and  ho- 
nour in  the  Lod,  but  more  to  fee  fome  of  the  fame 
grounds  of  our  ablings  ftirring  in  you,  that  does  in  us  to 
quiet  us  to  our  work  and  fupport  us  therein,  which  hath 
greatell  diiTiculty  in  our  enragemenr  in  Scotland,  by  rea- 
fon  we  have  had  to  do  with  fome,  who  were  (I  verily 
think)  godly,  but  through  weaknefs  and  the  fubtilty  of 
Sathan,  involved  in  interefts  againftthe  Lord  and  his  peo- 
ple :  With  what  tendernefs  wee  have  proceeded  with  fuch, 
and  that  in  fyncerity,  our  papers  which  (I  fuppofe  you  have 
fcen)  will  in  part  manifefl,  and  1  give  you  fome  comfor- 
table aflurance  off.  The  Lord  hath  marvelouily  appeared 
even  againfl  them  ;  and  now  again  when  all  the  power  was 
devolved  into  the  Scottifh  Kinge  and  the  malignant  partie, 
they  invading  England,  the  Lord  has  rayned  upon  them 
fuch  fnares  as  the  enclofed  will  fliew,  only  the  narrative  is 
fliort  in  this,  that  of  their  whole  armie,  when  the  narrative 
was  framed,  not  Hve  of  their  whole  armie  were  returned. 
Surely  Sir,  the  Lord  is  greatly  to  be  feared,  as  to  be 
praifed,  wee  need  the  prayers  in  this  as  much  as  ever. 
How  fball  wee  behave  ourfetves  after  fuch  mercy  P  What 
is  the  Lord  a  doinge  ?  What  prophefies  are  now  fulfilling  ? 
Who  is  a  God  like  ours  ?  to  know  his  will,  to  do  his  will 
are  both  of  him.  I  took  this  liberty  from  bufinefs  to  fa- 
Jute  you  thus  in  a  word,  truly  I  am  readie  to  ferve  you 
and  the  reft  of  our  brethren  and  the  churches  with  you. 
1  ama  poore  weak  creature  and  not  worthy  the  name  of 
a  worme,  yet  accepted  to  ferve  the  Lord  and  his  people, 
indeed  my  deare  friend  between  you  and  me  you  know 
not  me,  ray  weakneffcs,  ray  inordinate  pallious,  my  unfkiN 
fnlnefs,  and  every  way  unfitneiTe  to  my  worke,  yet,  yet, 
the  Lord  who  will  have  mercve  on  whome  he  will,  does 

a? 
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as  you  fee.     Pray   for  roe,    falute  all  chriflian  fricudes 
though  unknown,  1  refl  Your  afFe6lionate  friead 

to  ferve  you, 
0£1.  2d.  1 65 1.  O.  Cromwell. 

This  letter   was  copied  from  the  original  all  wiote  with  the 

Piotedor's  owQ  hand.* 


Copy  of  a  Letter   from  Mr.  William  Arnold   to 
the  Governor  of  Maffachufetts. 

From  Pautuxit  this  firfte  day  of  the  7th  mo.  1 65 1. 

V 

Much  honoured, 

I  Thought  ii  my  dutie  to  give  intelligence  unto  the 
much  honoured  court  of  that  which  1  underftand  is 
now  working  here  in  thefe  partes.  So  that  if  it  be  the 
will  of  God,  an  evill  may  be  prevented  before  it  come  to 
too  greate  a  head,  viz. 

Whereas  Mr.  Coddington  have  gotten  a  charter  of 
Roade  Hand  and  Conimacucke  Hand  to  himfelfe,  he  have 
thereby  broken  the  force  of  their  charter  that  went 
under  the  name  of  Providence,  becaufe  he  have  gotten 
away  the  greater  parte  of  that  colonie. 

Now  thefe  company  of  the  Gortoriifts  that  live  at  Sho- 
womut,  and  that  company  of  Providence  are  gathering  of 
200^.  to  fend  Mr.  Roger  Williams  unto  the  Parlyaraent 
to  get  them  a  charter  of  thefe  partes,  they  of  Showomuc 
have  given  1 00^/^.  already,  and  there  be  fome  men  of  Pro- 
vidence that  have  given  lO;^.  and  20^.  a  man  to  helpe  it 
forward  with  fpeede,  they  lay  heere  is  a  faire  inletr,  and  I 
heare  they  have  faid,  that  if  the  Parlyament  doe  take  dif- 
pleafure  againft  MafTachufitt,  or  the  reft  of  the  colonies, 
as  they  have  done  againd  Barbadas  and  other  places^  thea 
this  will  ferve  for  an  inroade  to  lett  in  forces  to  over-runnc 
the  whole  country.  It 

*  The  original  Letter  was  in  the  po/Tcffion  ofMr.  Middlecot  Cocke 
and  delivered  by  hini  to  Mr.  BoUan  ageut  for  the  MafTachufets 
in  England.  Its  probable  that  Mr.  Harris  had  a  fight  of  it 
as  the  Letter  is  printed  in  Cromwell's  life.  The  Letter  from 
Mr.  Cotton  to  Cromwell  I  never  faw  in  print. 
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It  is  grcate  petie  and  very  unfitc  that  fuch  a  compariy 
as  thefe  are,  they  all  ftand  profeffed  enemies  againfl  all 
the  united  colonies,  that  they  (liould  get  a  charter  for  fo 
fmale  a  quantity  of  land  as  lyeth  in  and  about  Providence, 
Showomut,  Pautuxit  and  Coicett,  all  which  now  Roade 
Hand  is  taken  out  from  it,  it  is  but  a  drape  of  land  lying 
in  betweene  the  colonies  of  Maflachufits,  Plymouth  and 
Conitaquot,  by  which  meanes,  if  they  fliould  get  them  a 
charter,  off  it  there  may  come  fome  mifchiefe  and  trouble 
upon  the  whole  country  if  iheir  proje61  be  not  prevented 
in  time,  for  under  the  pretence  of  liberty  of  confcience  a- 
bout  thefe  partes  there  comes  to  lieveall  the  fcum.e  the 
runne  awayes  of  the  country,  which  in  tyme  for  want  of 
better  order  may  bring  a  heavy  burthen  upon  the  land,&c. 
This  I  humbly  commend  unto  the  ferious  confideration  of 
the  much  honored  court,  and  reft  your  humble  fervant  to 
command.  William  Arnold. 

They  are  making  haft  to  fend  Mr.  Williams  away. 

We  that  lieve  heere  neere  them  and  doe  know  the 
place  and  hear  their  wordes  and  doe  take  notice  of 
their  procecdmg  doe  know  more  and  can  fpeake  more 
of  what  evill  may  come  to  the  country  by  their 
meanes,  then  the  court  do  yetconfider  off:  We  hum* 
blie  defire  God  their  purpofe  may  be  frufterated 
for  the  country's   peace. 

I  humblie  defire  my  name  may  be  conceled  left  they 
hearing  of  what  I  have  herein  written  they  will  be 
enraged  againft  me  and  fo  will  revenge  themfelves 
upon  me. 

Some  of  them  of  Showomut  that  cryeth  out  much  a- 
gainft  them  which  putteth  people  to  death  for  witches  • 
for  fay  they  there  be  no  other  witches  upon  earth 
Eor  devils,  but  your  own  paftors  and  minifters  and 
fuch  as  they  are,  &c. 

lunderftand  that  there  liveih  a  man  amongft  them  that 
broke  prifon  either  at  Conitaquit,or  New-Haven,  he 
was  apprehended  for  adultery,  the  woman  I  heare 

was 
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was  put  to  death,  but  the  man  is  kept  heere  in  fafetie 
in  the  mideft  of  the  united  colonies ;  it  is  time  there 
were  fome  better  order  taken  for  thefe  partes,  Szc, 
I  have  hired  this  melTenger  on  purpofe.  I  humblle  deiire 
to  heare  if  this  letter  come  fafe  10  your  hands. 

*  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  CommifTioners  of  the 
United  Colonies  to  the  Governor  of  Canada. 

Mod  illuflrious  Sir  and  much  honoured  Gentlemen, 

▼  Tf  7  E  have  receaved  your  feverall  letters  perufed  your 
VV  Commiilions,  prefentcd  by  your  honoured  a- 
gents,  and  ferioufly  confidered  uhat  hath  been  by  them 
either  in  writing  or  conference  propounded,  concerning 
thofe  injurious  and  hoftile  attemps  made  by  the  Mohswks 
upon  fome  of  your  neighbouring  eaftern  Indians,  of  whom 
(as  we  are  intormed)  fome  are  converted  to  the  chriftian 
faith,  and  others  are  willing  to  be  taught  and  may  in  tymc 
prove  difciples  to  our  faving  Lord  and  mafler,  and  as  iuch 
we  pitty  them,  but  fee  not  how  we  can  prote£l  or  afford 
the  helpe  defired,  without  expofmg  the  fmall  Englifli  plan- 
tations and  our  owne  neighbouring  Indians  (of  which  fome 
alfo  profelTe  chriflianity)  to  danger;  we  give  due  creditc 
to  your  deputies,  and  can  conceave  you  may  have  juO: 
ground  for  a  war  re,  but  we  have  yett  no  jult  caufe  of 
quarrell  with  theMohawkcs,  nor  is  it  fafe  for  us  to  engage 
in  a  controverfy  which  we  neither  doe  nor  have  meanes 
fatisfyingly  to  underhand,  the  Mohawkes  neither  being 
in  fubjedlion  to  nor  in  any  confederaiicn  with  us;  we  arc 
free  to  hold  a  neighborly  correipondency  with  you,  and 
would  have  fettled  a  free  commerce  betwixt  the  Englifli 
and  French  colonies,  but  your  agents  thought  it  either  un- 
feafonable  till  matters  were  compofed  betwixt  the  Mo- 
hawkes and  your  Indians,  or  elfe  propounded  fuch  re- 
fir  icSiions  as  would  have  taken  away  all  conveniencie  and 

freedom  e 

*   This  Letter  appears  to  be  an  anfvver  to  Propofals  made  by  the 

French  Gorernor,  firft    to  the  MsfTichiifets  arte!-w;irds   to   the 

united  Colonies  for  a  free  trade,  provided  the  Engliih  would  joia 

with  the  Freocb  againft  the  Mohawks, 
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frecdome  from  the  trade.  What  hath  hindred  our  pre- 
fent  doling,  the  enclofed  writing  will  fliew,  but  if  a  fitter 
opportunity  be  offered  we  fliall  not  be  wanting  to  contri- 
bute to  a  more  faiisfying  ilTue.  In  the  meane  time  we  reft. 
New-Haven,  Sept.  6.  51. 


An  Anfvver  to  the  Propofitions  prefented  by  the 
honored  French  Agent  to  the  Prefident  and 
CommifTioners  for  the  Lnglifh  united  Colonies. 

l.1|  ^  PON  due  confideration  and  refpe^l:  of  what  the 
1^^  honnored  depu:yes  from  the  iliuftrious  Governor 
of  New-France  have  informed  and  upon  experience  our- 
felves  have  had  of  the  infolency  and  treachery  of  feme  of 
the  barbarians,  we  can  conceive  and  grant,  that  the  French 
and  thofe  eaflerne  Indians  may  have  jull  grounds  to  their 
ownc  fatisfaclion,  for  a  warr  againfl  the  Mohawks. 

2.  The  Englilh  looke  upon  all  fuch  Indians  as  receive 
the  yoke  of  Chrill  with  another  eye  than  upon  thofe  that 
worfhip  the  DivelL 

3.  The  Englifh  defire  by  all  jufl:  mcanes  to  keep  peace 
(if  it  may  be)  with  all  men,  even  with  thefe  barbarians. 

4.  The  Mohawkes,  living  at  a  dilfance  from  the  fea^ 
have  little  intercourfe  in  thefe  parrs,  but  in  the  warr  the 
Englifli  had  with  the  Indians  14  or  16  yeares  fmce,  the 
Mohawkes  fhewed  a  reall  rcfpe<ft,  and  have  not  fmce  done 
any  knowne  hoflile  a6ls  againil  them. 

5.  The  Englifli  engage  not  in  any  warr  before  they 
have  full  and  fatisfying  evidence,  that  in  all  refpecis  and 
confiderations  it  is  juft,  and  before  peace  upon  jufl  termes 
hath  been  offered  and  refufed. 

6.  The  Mohawkes  are  neither  in  fubje^lion  nor  league 
with  the  Englifh,  fo  that  we  can  neither  require  any  account 
of  their  warres,  or  other  proceedings,  nor  have  we  meanes 
to  informe  ourfelves  what  they  can  fay  for  themfelves. 

7.  If  all  other  confiderations  were  cleered,  to  make  warr 
with  the  Mohawkes  may  endanger  all  our  neighbour 

Indians 
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Indians  (of  which  divers  profefTe  chridianity)  and  the  reft 
doe  -ather  cxpefl  jufl  protection  than  that  we  fliould  ex- 
pofe  them,  by  our  voluntary  invading  the  Mohawkes. 

8.  Though  the  Englifh  in  thefe  jurifdi6lions  are  free 
to  performe  all  neighbourly  offices  of  righteoufnefs  and 
peace,  towards  the  French  collonie,  yet  they  forefee  they 
can  neither  permirt  volunteeres  or  auxilliary  forces  to  be 
taken  up  againft  the  Mohawkes,  nor  that  the  French  or 
eaftern  Indians  paiTe  through  the  Englifh  jurifdiflions,  to 
invade  them,  but  they  fiiall  expofe  both  the  chriftian  and 
other  Indians  and  fome  of  the  fmaller  Englifti  plantations 
to   dainger. 

9.  The  Englifh  arc  much  unfatiisfied  with  that  mif- 
chievous  trade  the  French  and  Dutch  have  had  and  flill 
continue,  felling  gunns,  powder  and  fhott  to  all  the  In- 
dians, of  which  we  have  dayly  complaints,  and  by  which 
the  Indians  are  animated  and  apt  to  grow  infolent  not  only 
againfl  Indian  converts  and  catechumens,  but  againft  the 
chridians  of  Europe. 

10.  If  the  Englifh  colonies  were  afTured  of  the  juftice 
of  thi?  warre,  and  engaged  with  the  French  to  profecute 
againfl  the  Mohawkes,  yet  we  have  no  fuch  fhort  and 
convenient  pafl'age  either  by  water  or  land  to  approach 
them,  as  may  be  had  up  Hudfons  river,  to  and  beyond 
Aurania  forte,  which  is  in  the  Dutch  jurifdiClion. 

1 1.  They  hope  the  auncient  peace  and  amitye  betwixt 
England  and  France  will  be  continued  and  confirmed, 
which  they  both  defire  and  as  far  as  lyes  in  them  Ihall  by 
all  due  meanes  readily  promote. 

12.  They  conceave  that  the  honored  deputies  have 
power  and  authoritie  at  prefent  to  agree  and  fettle  a  free 
commerce  betweene  the  Englifli  and  French  Colonies  in 
thefe  parts,  but  if  the  faid  deputyes,  upon  reafons  knowne 
to  thcmfelves,  fee  caufe  to  limitt  the  Englifh  colonies  to 
fach  reflri<ftions,  or  rather  prohibitions  as  the  unpriviledged 
French  are  under,  thitthey  may  not  trade  till  they  have 
firft  procured  a  particular  licence  from  the  Governor  and 
Ccuncell  of  New-France,  ?i  leafl  till  they  have  iflued  the 

R  prefent 
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prefent  diiTerences  and  fettled  peace  with  the  Mohawkcs, 
a  fitter  feafon  for  thefe  treaties  mud  be  attended,  which  the 
CommifTioners  (hall  readily  improve  v^hen  it  is  prefented. 

The  Englidi  Colonies,  as  in  the  2d  article,  are  ready 
upon  a  fitt  opportunity  to  fliew  all  due  refpecl  to  all  truly 
converted  and  chriftian  Indians,  and  much  more  than  to 
others,  but  while  they  live  at  fuch  a  didance  from  the  En- 
glifli  jurifdii^ions  they  neither  may  promife  nor  afford  them 
any  protection  to  fecure  them  from  dainger."^ 


Concerning   the  life  of  the  fainous  Mr.  Cotton,, 
teacher   to  the  church  of  Chrift   at  Bofton  in 
New-England. 

T1^]^HAT  I  have  to  adde  concerning  the  life  of  this 
V  ^  blelTed  man  of  God  now  tryumphing  in  glory, 
to  what  hath  been  already  fee  forth  by  the  reverend  Mr. 
Davenport,  the  worthy  pador  of  the  church  of  Chrifl:  at 
New-Haven,  I  ftiall  hold  forth  in  thefe  particulars,  i. 
Concerning  the  place  of  his  birth  and  education,  till  he 
went  to  the  univerfity  and  his  abode  in  Cambridge.  2dly, 
Concerning  his  removall  from  Cambridge  to  Bofton  in 
Lyncolnlhire,  and  what  he  met  with  and  did  there,  ^dly. 
Concerning  his  departure  from  thence  into  New-England, 
and  what  fervice  the  Lord  made  him  an  inflrument  of  in 
that  remote  country.  For  the  firfl. 

The  place  of  his  birth  was  the  towne  of  Derby,  the 
mod  eminent  place  in  that  country ;  his  father  trained 
him  up  to  fuch  learning  as  the  fchoole  afforded,  for  the 
fitting  him  for  Cambridge,  whither  he  went  when  he 
was  very  young,  at  13  ye-irs  of  age,  and  was  admitted  into 
the  famous  fociety  of  Trinity-College,  where  he  fell  foe 
hard  to  his  (ludie,  and  foe  profitted  in  the  knowledge  of 
the  tongues  and  arts  that  he  -had  undoubtedly  beene  fel- 
low there,  but  that  at  that  time  their  great  hail  was  then 

in 
»  See  Maffa.  Hift,  V.  I.  p.  166. 
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in  building,  which  caufed  fuch  expences  to  them  that  the 
ele£lion  was  put  by  or  at  leaft  deferred  till  fome  longer 
time*  And  this  providence  1  cannot  pafle  by  concerning 
him,  that  his  father  (whofe  calling  was  to  be  imployed  ia 
the  lluddy  and  praclife  of  the  law)  had  not  many  clients 
that  made  ufe  of  his  advice  in  law  matters  before,  it  pleafed 
God  after  he  was  gone  to  Cambridge,  to  put  his  father 
upon  great  praflife,  foe  that  he  was  very  able  to  keepe 
him  there  and  allow  him  liberall  maintenance  5  infoemuch 
that  the  bleffed  man  faid,  God  kept  me  at  the  univerfity. 
From  Trinity  colledge  he  removed  to  Emanuel  coliedge, 
the  happy  feminary  of  learning  and  piety,  where  he  was 
honoured  with  a  fellowfliip  in  that  fociety,  after  a  diligent 
and  flricl  examen,  according  to  the  (tarutes  of  that  houfe  : 
wherein  this  is  worth  the  taking  notice  of,  that  when  the 
pofer  came  to  examine  him  in  the  Hebrew  tongue,  the 
place  where  he  was  to  be  examined  was  that  in  Ifai.  g. 
that  fpeakes  againft  the  bravery  of  woemcn,  which  hath 
more  hard  words  together  than  any  place  in  the  Bible 
within  foe  narrow  a  compaiTe,  and  might  havepofed  a  very 
good  Hebrician,  but  he  was  very  ready  at  it,  and  all  thofe 
difficult  words  were  eafy  to  him.  Afterwards  he  was 
head-le£lurer  and  dean  and  catechift  in  the  colledge,  and 
was  a  diligent  tutor  to  many  pupilis  and  very  much  be- 
loved of  them  :  His  exercifes  that  he  performed  in  the 
colledge,  whether  in  way  of  common-place  or  difpute, 
wanted  not  fmnewes  and  flrength,  were  highly  commended 
and  applauded  of  thcfe  that  knew  him.  The  firfl  time 
that  he  became  famous  throughout  the  whole  univerfity, 
was  from  a  funerall  oration  which  he  made  in  latine  for 
Do6i:or  Some,  who  was  Mafler  of  Peter-houfe,  which  was 
foe  elegantly  and  oratorioufly  performed  that  he  was  much 
admired  for  it  by  the  greateft  witts  in  the  univerfity. 
After  that,  being  called  to  preach  at  the  univerfity  church 
called  St.  Maries,  he  was  yet  more  famous  for  that  fermon, 
and  very  much  applauded  by  all  the  gallant  fchollars  for  it : 
Afrer  that,  being  called  to  preach  there  againe,  God  helped 
him  not  to  fiaunt,  as  before,  but  to  make  a  plain,  honefl 
^  R  ?.  fermor?. 
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fermon,  which  was  blefled  of  God  to  famous  Dr.  Prefton'5 
foules  eternal  good  :  His  Concio  adClerum,  when  he  rookc 
his  degree  for  Bachelor  of  D-viniry,  which  was  after  he 
had  beene  at  Boflon  halfe  a  yeare  or  more,  was  very  much 
admired  and  applauded  more  than  he  defired  ;  his  text 
was  our  of  Math.  5.  1:5.  Vos  efl'is  fal  terrx,  quod  ft  fal  in- 
fatuatus  fiicr'it,  quo  falietur '?  In  handling  of  which,  both 
the  matter  and  the  rhetorical  ftreighnes, elegancy  of  phrafe, 
and  fweet  and  grave  pronunciation  rendered  him  yet  more 
famous  in  the  univerficy  ;  and  foe  did  his  anfwering  of  the 
divinity  a<fl  in  the  fchocis,  though  he  had  a  very  nimble 
opponent,  Mr.  William  Chappel  by  name,  who  difpured 
with  him. 

2dly.  Concerning  Ms  removal  from  Cambridge  to  Boflon 
in  Lyncolnfhire,  this  is  to  be  faide,  that  his  call  was  good, 
for  their  defire  was  urgent,  their  need  prefTed,  iheir  allem- 
bly  of  people  very  great,  him.fclfe  very  able,  and  his  heart 
inclining  to  come  to  ihem.  At  his  fird  coming  he  found 
fome  Obflruflion  from  the  Bifhop  of  the  DiccclTe,  which 
was  B.  Barlow,  who  told  him  he  was  a  yoiing  man  and 
unfit  to  be  over  fuch  a  fa61ious  people  :  Mr.  Cotton  being 
ingenuous  and  undervaluing  hlmfelfe,  thought  foe  too,  and 
was  purpofmg  xo  rerurne  to  the  colledge  againe ;  but  fome 
of  Mr.  Cotton's   Bofcon  friends  under ftandinp'  that  one 

^.  ^   ^  „  ,    Simon  Biby  was    to  be  fpoken  with, 

"Which  fome  caued         1  •  i  1       r)/i  ^t 

fenny  charmed  him,  and  lothebuiinelte 
went  on  fmooth,  and  Mr.  Cotton  was  a  learned  man  with 
the  Biihop,  antl  he  was  admitted  into  the  place,  after 
their  manner  in  thofe  dayes.  Well,  to  Bodon  the  good 
man  came,  and  for  3  yeares  he  preached  and  lived  foe 
amongft  them,  that  they  accounted  themfelves  happy  (as 
they  well  might)  in  the  enjoyment  of  him,  both  the  towne 
and  country  thereabout  being  much  bettered  by  him  :  But 
it  pleafed  God,  after  3  or  4  yeares  being  there,  that  he 
could  not  digell  ths  ceremonies  that  were  foe  prefled, 
nor  conformity  to  them,  which  in  fome  fpace  cf  rime 
after  bred  him  trouble  in   the  court  of  I>yacolnc,  from 

which 
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vhich  he  was  advifed  to  appeale  to  a  higher  court,  and 
iraploying  Mr.  Leverit  (which  was  afterwards  one  of  the 
ruling  elders  of  the  church  at  Bofton  in  N.  E.)  to  dealeia 
that  bufmefTe,  and  he  being  a  p'aine  man  as  Jacob  was,  yet 
fubcile  to  get  fuch  a  fpiritual  blefling,  foe  far  infmuated 
himfelfe  into  one  of  the  pro^lors  of  the  high  court,  that 
he  fware  in  animam  Domini,  that  Mr.  Cotton  was  a  con- 
formable man,  and  fo  he  was  reilored  to  Bofton  ;  as  likewife 
by  the  meanes  that  a  gentleman  of  Bofton,  called  Mr.  Ben- 
net,  ufed  to  bring  him  in  againe  :  After  which  he  was 
marvelous  fuccefsful  in  his  minidry,  till  he  had  beenc  20 
yeares  there,  and  in  that  20  yeares  fpace,  he  on  Lords- 
day,  on  afternoones,  went  over,  thrice,  the  whole  body  of 
divinity  in  a  catechiilical  way,  and  gave  the  heads  of  his 
difcourfe  to  thofe  that  were  young  fc  hollars  and  others  in 
that  towne,  to  anfwer  to  his  quedions  in  publique,  in  rhat 
great  congregation,  and  after  their  anfwers  he  opened 
thofe  heads  of  divinity  and  fweetly  applyed  all  to  the 
edification  of  his  people,  and  to  fuch  Grangers  as  cdme  to 
heare  him  :  In  the  morning  on  the  Lords  day,  he  preach- 
ed over  the  firft  fix  chapters  of  the  gofpel  by  John,  the 
whde  booke  of  Eccleliafles,  the  prophefye  o{  Zcphauiah, 
and  many  other  fcriptures,  and  when  the  Lords  fupper 
was  adminiftred  (which  was  ufually  every  monili)  he 
preached  upon  i  Cor.  1 1 .  and  the  whole  30th  chap'-er  of  the 
2  Chron.  and  fome  other  fcripcu;es  about  the  Lords  fup- 
per :  On  his  lecture  dayes  he  preached  through  the  whole 
I  ft  and  2d  epillles  ot  John,  the  whole  booke  of  Soiorrons 
foDg,  the  Parables  of  our  Saviour  fet  forth  in  Matihewes 
gofpel  to  the  end  of  cap.  1 6.  comparing  them  with  Mark 
and  Luke.  He  tooke  much  paines  in  private,  and  read  to 
fundry  young  fchollars  that  v/cre  in  his  houfe,  and  fome 
that  came  out  of  Germany,  and  had  his  houfe  fall  of  au- 
ditors. Afterwards,  feeing  fome  inconveniences  in  th« 
peoples  flocking  to  his  houfe,  befides  his  ordinary  le<flure 
on  the  <,:h  day  of  the  weeke,  he  preached  thrice  more  on 
the  weeke  dayes,  on  the  4th  and  6ih  dayes,  early  in  the 
morning,  and  on  ;he  iaft  day  at  3  of  (he  clock  in  the  after- 
R  z  nooncj 
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noonc ;  only  thefe  9  lafl  leflurcs  were  perrormed  by  him 
but  fome  few  yeares  before  he  had  another  famous  col-r 
league  with  him,  and  not  many  yeares  before  he  left 
Boflon :  He  alwayes   preached  at  the  election  of  their 
mayors  and   at  that  time  when  they  tooke  their  oath  and 
were  indalled  in  their  office ;  and  alwayes  (if  he  were  at 
home)  at  the  funerals  of  thofe  of  the  abler  fort  that  died  ; 
He  was  frequent  in  duties  of  humiliation  and  thankfgiving, 
in  which  1  have  knowne  him  in  prayer  and  opening  the 
word  and  applying  it,  5  or  6  houres,  foe  indefatigable  he 
U'as-in  the  Lords  worke,  and  foe  ready  to  fpcnd  and  be 
fpent  for  his  peoples  foules :  He  was  of  admirable  candor, 
of  unparalleled  meekneffe,  of  rare  wifdome,  very  loving 
even  10  rhofe  that  differed  in  judgment  from  him,  yet  one 
that  held  his  owne  lloutly,  arcle  tenens  accurateque  defen- 
dens,  what  himfelfe  judged  to  be  the  truth.     He  anfwered 
many  letters  that  were  fent  far  and  neare,  wherein  were 
handled  many  difficult  cafes  of  confcience,  and  many  doubts 
by  him  cleared,  to  the  greateft  fatisfaclion.     He  was  ex^ 
ceedingly  beloved  of  the  beft,  and  admired  and  reverenced 
of  the  '.vorO:  of  his  hearers.     Nothing  was  wanting   to 
make  him  a  compleat  minifter,   nothing  lacking  to  make 
him  a  perfecl  chridian,  but  the  perfection  of  grace  which 
he  hath  now  attained  to,and  the  glory  he  hath  now  arrived 
at.     He  was  a  man  that  was  in  great  favour  with  Dr.  Wil- 
liams the  Bifliop  of  Lincolne,  who  admired  him  for  his* 
learning,  and  (as  I  have  beene  told)  when  he  was  lord 
keeper  of  the  great  feale,  he  went  to  King  James,  and 
(peaking  of  Mr.  Cottons  great  learning  and  worth  before 
him,  the  King  was  willing,  notwithflanding  hisnon-conforr 
mity,  to  give  way  that  he  fhould  have  his  liberty,  to  goe 
on  without  interruption  in  his  miniftry,  which  was  very 
marvelous,  confidering  how  the  Kings  fpirit  was  carry ed 
out  againfi:  fuch  men  ;  the  myftery  of  which  Mr.  Samuel 
Ward  of  Ipfwich  being  ignorant  of,  fpake  merrily  among 
fome  of  his  friends:   Of  all  men  in  the  world  I  envy  Mr. 
Cotton  of  Bofton  mod,   for  he  doth  nothing  in  way  of 
-conformity,  and  yet  hath  his  liberty,  and  I  doe  every 

thipg 
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thing  that  way  and  cannot  enjoy  mine.  He  had  many 
enemies  at  Bofton,  as  well  as  miny  friends,  and  fome  that 
rofe  upagainft  him  and  plotted  fecreily  to  undermine  him, 
and  others  that  praiflifed  more  openly  againft  him;  but 
they  all  of  them  were  blaited,  either  in  their  names,  or  in 
their  eflates,  or  in  their  familyes,  or  in  their  devices,  or 
clfe  came  to  untimely  deathes,  which  fhewes  how  God 
both  owned  his  fervant  in  his  holy  labours,  and  that  in  the 
things  wherein  they  dealt  proudly  againft  him,  he  would 
be  above  them. 

One  thing  more,  and  I  have  done  with  him  as  he  was 
one  of  Englands  gloryes,  and  then  come  to  him  as  over 
the  AtUntiqoe  ocean,  and  in  New-England,  and  it  is  this; 
concerning  bis  hofpitality,  wherein  he  did  exceed  raoft 
that  ever  I  heard  of,  and  efpecially  his  heart  and  doores 
were  open  to  receive  (as  all  that  feared  God,  foe)  efpecially 
godly  minifters,  which  he  moft  curteouily  entertamed,  and 
many  other  flrangers  befides ;  only  one  minifter,  Mr. 
Hacket  by  name,  which  had  got  into  the  fellowlhip  of 
famous  Mr.  Arthur  Heilderlliam,  wnch  many  other  godly 
minifters,  and  being  acquainted  with  their  fecrets,  betrayed 
them  into  the  prelates  hands ;  this  man  coming  into  Boftoa 
and  meeting  with  Mr.  Cotton,  the  good  man  had  not  the 
hear:  to  fpeake  to  him,  nor  invite  him  to  his  houfe,  which 
he  faid  he  never  did  to  any  ftranger  that  he  knew  before, 
much  lelle  to  any  minifter. 

Concerning  the  laft  thing,  viz.  his  departure  from 
Bofton  to  New- England.  The  times  growing  perillous, 
he  was  envied  of  fome  at  home  and  others  abroad  ;  and 
letters  mjfTive  were  come  to  convent  him  before  the  high- 
commiftion-court,  and  a  profligate  fellow  and  a  filthy  for- 
nicator, Gowen  Johnfon  by  name  (who  not  long  after  dyed 
of  the  plague)  was  to  bring  the  letters  to  him,  as  he  did 
10  fome  others  near  him,  which  when  Mr.  Cotton  under- 
flood,  he  looked  for  nothinc^  from  the  court  but  fcornes  and 
prifon,  and  therefore  with  advice  from  many  able  heades 
and  gracious  hearts,  he  kept  clofe  for  a  time,  and  fitted 
himieife  to  goe  to  N.  E.  and  God  bringing  him  and  his 
R  4  company 
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company  over  in  fafety,  through  his  mercy,  after  they  had 
beene  there  a  while,  there  grew  Ibme  trouble  betweene 
ihofe  that  were  to  fettle  matters  in  church  and  common- 
>veakh,  but  Mr.  Couon  then  preaching  before  the  general 
court  an  excellent  fermon  out  of  Hag.  2.  Be  Urong  Ze- 
rubbabel,  and  be  flrong  Jcfhua,  and  be  flrong  ye  people 
of  the  land,  &c.  it  pleafed  God  foe  to  compofe  and  calme 
and  quiet  fpirits,  that  all  apprehenfions  were  laid  afide,  and 
they  went  about  the  worke  of  the  Lord  very  comfortably 
and  were  much  encouraged.  After  which  time  how  ufe- 
full  he  was  to  England,  to  New- England,  to  magidrates, 
minifters,  people,  in  publique,  in  private,  by  preachings, 
counfells,  diflblving  hard  knots,  and  anfwering  difficult 
queilions,  all  knew,  that  knew  the  grace  of  God  foe  evi- 
dently manifefted  in  him.  What  fcriptures  he  went  over 
on  Lords  dayes  in  expounding  and  preaching,  1  cannot 
certainly  fay,  becaufe  I  was  of  another  church,  ferving 
there  according  to  the  grace  beflowcd  upon  me ;  but 
furely  he  went  throu;;h  very  many,  foV  on  his  le^lure 
dayes  he  preached  over  the  whole  booke  of  the  Revelation, 
Ecclefiaftes  and  Canticles,  the  2d  and  3d  Epillles  of  John, 
the  2  Epiilles  of  Timothy,  with  divers  others,  all  which 
fhews  the  unwearied  paines  wh.ich  he  tooke  in  the  Lords 
worke,  befides  all  the  bookes  that  were  written  by  him, 
and  other  unkndwne  labours  that  he  went  through.  I 
could  fpeake  much  more,  but  at  this  prefent  want  (Irength, 
but  this  I  fay,  he  may  be  a  patterne  to  us  all,  and  happy 
they  that  tome  neareft  hiin,  in  thofe  things  wherein  he 
moil  followed  Chriil.  I  am  not  like  to  live  to  fee  fuch 
another  in  N.  E.  though  1  know  God  is  able  to  double 
the  fpirit  of  that  Elias  upon  him  that  fuccecds  him,  and 
upon  many  others  in  our  native  country  and  here.  It  is 
well  for  both  the  Boftons,  that  they  had  fuch  a  light,  if 
they  walke  in  the  light,  and  continue  in  that  word  of 
Chrifl:  and  light  of  grace  and  iruth  that  he  held  out  to 
them.  I  end  a!l  with  that  of  cur  Saviour  conceining 
John-Baptiil,  he  was  a  burning  and  (Lining  light,  and 
^odgrsuftClbe  afterwords  be  cot  veriS-^  of  bothEnglands 
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and  both  Boftons.  I  fpeake  my  feares,  but  would  be  glad 
CO  enrerraine  better  hopes.  My  prayers  (hall  be  that  it  may 
never  be  faid  as  of  old,  Fuhnus  Troes,  fuit  Ilyum,  fed  jam 
faq^es  efl  ubi  Troja  juit.  Fuimus  fideles,  fuimus  <{)jX60«o5« 
fuit  Anglia.fuit  Nov- Anglia,  fuit  Bo/Ionia  Europ^a.Ameri- 
cana ;  Deus  Pater  mferationum  avertat  omen  fer  vfcera 

Jefu  ChriJlL     Amen. 

Samuel  Whiting,  Paflor  Linnenfts 

Nov'Anglicanui, 


Copy    of  a  Letter    from    Mr.    Cotton    to   the 
Bifhop   of  Lincoln.* 

To  the  right  reverend  and  my  very  honourable  good 
Lord,  John  Lord  Bifhop  of  Lincoln,  at  his  pallace 
in  Kurkden,         prefent  thefe. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

IT  is  now  above  twenty  yeares  agoe,  fince  by  the  good- 
nes  of  God  and  (for  a  good  part  of  this  time)  by  your 
Lordfliips  lawfull  favour,  I  have  enjoyed  the  happines  to 
minifterto  the  church  of  God  at  Boflon,  a  remote  corner 
of  your  Lordlhips  dioceile.  What  I  have  done  there,  all 
this  while,  and  how  I  have  fpent  my  time  and  courfe,  I 
mufl  ere  long  give  account  to  the  great  (hepherd  of  the 
diccp,  the  biihop  of  our  foules.  Meane  while,  give  me 
leave  to  make  your  Lordfhip  this  fliort  account :  The 
bent  of  my  courfe  hath  been  (^according  to  my  weake  mea- 
fure)  to  make  and  keep  a  3  fold  chridian  concord  amongfl: 
the  people  ;  between  God  and  their  confcience;  between 
true  hearted  loyahie  and  chrillian  liberty;  between  the 
fear  of  God  and  the  love  of  one  another.  That  wherein 
I  have  molt  Teemed  to  your  Lordlhip  to  fayle  (to  witt  in 
not  difcerning  chriflian  liberty  ro  pra<flife  fome  commands 
of  authoriry,  in  fome  circumilances)  I  doe  humbly  ihankc 
your  Lordfhip,   and  freely  acknowledge,  your  Lordfhip 

hath 

*   This  Letter  is  not  in  order  of  time  but  may  be  confidcrcd  as  aft. 
Sf'peodiige  to  the  fcregoiog  ac^oua^  ©f  Mr«  C^ttoc's  life. 
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hath  not  been  wanting  freely  and  often  to  admonifh  me 
thereof,  and  that  with  fnch  wifdom  and  gravity,  and  with 
fuch  well  tempered  authority  and  miidnefs,  that  1  profefs 
unfeyncdly  noe  outward  refpe<Sb  in  the  world  could  have 
dcteyned  me  from  requeuing  your  Lordfliips  favour  with 
ready  fubjeiflion  to  your  Lordfiiips  counfell,  that  1  might 
have  prolonged  myne  owne  peace  and  your  Lordfliips  fa- 
vour together,  but  fo  it  is  (my  good  Lord)  thongh  i  doe 
unfeynedly  and  defervedly  honour  your  Lord(hip,  and 
highly  eflcem  many  hundreths  of  other  reverend  divines, 
great  lights  of  the  church  (in  comparifon  of  whom  what 
am  I  poore  fparke  P)  who  doubt  not  of  their  liberty  in 
thofc  matters ;  yet  to  this  day  (I  fpeake  in  the  fimplicity 
of  my  heart)  I  can  only  follow  your  Lordfliip  with  obfer- 
vance,  and  them  with  reverence,  but  not  with  that  plero- 
phory  of  fayth  in  thefe  thinges  which  in  fuch  cafes 
the  apoflle  reqaireth,  Rom.  14.  5.  Your  Lordfnip  well 
knoweth  it  is  both  the  apoftles  and  prophets  principle  (and 
it  holdeth  in  every  righteous  man  from  the  meaneft  to  the 
great efl)  ^ii/Ius  exfidefud  vlv'it^  non  al'iend,  and  therefore, 
howfoever  1  doe  highly  prize  and  much  preferre  other 
mens  judgment  and  learning,  and  wifdom,  and  piety,  yet 
in  thinges  pertaining  to  God  and  his  worfhip,  ftill,  I 
muft  (as  I  ought)  live  by  mine  own  fayth,  not  theirs. 
Neverthelefs,  where  I  cannot  yeeld  obedience  of  fayth, 
I  am  willing  to  yeeld  patience  of  hope. 

And  now,  my  good  lord,  I  fee  the  Lord  who  began  a 
ycarc  or  two  agoe  to  fufpend  (after  a  fort)  my  miniftry 
from  that  place  by  a  long  and  foare  ficknefs  (the  dregs 
whereof  flill  hang  about  me)  doth  now  putt  a  Kirther  ne- 
ceffity  upon  me,  wholly  to  lay  down  my  mini  dry  there, 
and  freely  to  refignemy  place  into  your  Lordfhips  hands. 
For  I  fee  neither  my  bodily  health,  nor  the  peace  of  the 
church  will  now  ftand  with  my  continuance  there.  1  doc 
now  therefore  humbly  ciave  this  lad  favour  at  your  Lord- 
fliips hand,  to  accept  my  place  as  voyd,  and  to  admitt  there- 
to fuch  a  fucceflbr  as  your  Lordfliip  fiiall  finde  fitt,  and  the 
patron  (which  is  the  corporation  of  Boflon)  (l:all  prefent  to 

vou 
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jou  therefor.  The  congregation  is  great,  and  the  church 
duetyes  many,  and  thofc,  many  times,  requiring  clofe  atten- 
dance, and  1  would  be  very  loth  the  fervicc  of  God,  or 
the  hclpe  of  the  people  (liould  be  in  any  fort  negle6^ed  by 
ray   long  difcontin'jance. 

What  though  this  refjgnation  of  my  place  into  your 
Lordiliips  hands  may  be  defective  in  fome  forme  of  law ; 
yet  I  truft  your  Lordihip  will  never  forgett  the  auncicnt 
moderation  and  equity  of  that  honourable  and  high  court 
of  chauncery,  whereunto  your  Lordfhip  was  advanced,  to 
temper  the  rigour  of  legall  judice,  to  the  relief  of  many 
diftrelTed.  Never  (I  thinke)  came  there  any  caufe  before 
your  Lordihip  more  dillrelTed,  nor  more  juftly  craving 
chriftian  ^equity. 

Now  the  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth  foe  guide  and  keep 
and  blcfle  your  Lordihip  on  earth,  that  he  may  delight  to 
crown  your  Lorddiip  with  honour  in  heaven,  at  the  end 
of  your  dayes,  through  Jefus  Chrift.  Thus  at  once  com- 
mending my  hmmble  fute  and  late  vicarage,  and  the  com- 
fort; of  the  whole  congregation  to  your  Lordfliips  honour- 
able favour  and  integrity,  I  humbly  take  leave  and  reft 
A  bounden  fuppliant  to  your  Lordfhip  and  for  you. 

May  7. 1633.  J.  C.    ,i 

ar- 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Arnold  to  the  Court 
held  at  Maffachufets. 

Pautuxit  this  5th  of  September  1653. 

THESE  are  to  fignify  unto  the  much  honored  court 
that  we  underftand  how  Gorton  and  his  confede- 
rates are  intended  to  fend  greate  matters  to  Generall  Crom- 
^vell  or  to  other  date  of  England  againft  the  (late  of  Maf- 
fachufit  about  a  letter  that  came  into  thefe  parts  from 
MaiTachufit  having  four  or  five  of  the  magiftrates  hands 
^ato  It,  cpnceruipg  the  French  (hipe  that  was  taken  by 

the 
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the  deccitc  of  Capt.  Hull,  in  which  letter  as  wee  hcare 
are  feven  rcafons  nominated  to  flicw  that  it  was  not  a  law- 
full  prize,  and  in  one  of  the  reafons  is  mentioned  the  dif- 
Iblving  of  the  parliament,  out  of  which  reafon,  efpecially, 
Gorton  takes  greate  hold  to  lay  a  ftrong  accufarion  agalnft 
the  (late  of  MafTachufiis.  And  we  further  heare  that 
they  doe  intend  to  write  what  conflruclion  they  doe  ga- 
ther from  if  and  withal!  they  mind  to  fend  it  with  the  faid 
Jetters,  having  the  magiftrates  own  hands  to  it  the  which 
they  thinke  will  be  a  fure  teflimony  a^ainft  the  magi- 
ftrates,  &c.  Now  as  foone  as  I  heard  of  it  1  thought  it 
to  be  my  dutie  with  all  expedition  to  write  intelligence  to 
the  much  honored  court,  I  not  knowing  what  mifchiefe 
they  may  doe  in  fuch  a  cafe  as  they  doe  fo  much  boaft 
of,  that  the  court  might  have  notice  of  theire  evill  pur- 
pofe  before  hand  that,  if  it  may  fo  pleafe  the  A^lmighty,  by 
his  good  providence  and  your  wife  confideration  and  vigi- 
lant care,  the  evill  plot  of  your  adverfaries  may  be  pre- 
vented, &c.         I  reft  your  humble  fervant 

to  be  commanded, 

William  Arnold. 

I  humblie  defire  that  I  may  hearc 

whether  this  letter  doc  come 

n        fafe  to  the  court,  if  not  1  may 

K«>     in  fliort  time  write  againe,  &c. 

I ^ 

Copy   of  a  Letter  from   Mr.  Thomas  Welles  to 
Maj.  Robert  Sedgewick  and  Capt.  JohnLcvcrett.* 

Honored  Sirs, 

THave  received  yours  of  the  5th  of  this  inftanr,  and 
have  given  a  call  for  a  generall  courte,  but  our  towns 
being  farr  diftant  wee  cannott  mecte  untill  the  beginning 
of  the  weeke.     I  have  fcnt  a  mefTenger  to  M.ijor  John 

Mafon 
*  This  and  the  next  Letter  are  anfwers  to  reqiiifiilocs  made  by 
Oliver  for  aid  in  lecovciing  what  is  now  called  New- York  trom 
the  Dutch. 
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Mafon  who  lives  at  Seabrooke,  but  he  is  not  yet  returned, 
I  kiiowe  that  our  colony  will  with  all  thankfullnefs  im- 
brace  this  favour  and  refpedl  from  his  highnefs  and  with 
all  readines  attend  rhe  counfell  and  advice  of  his  commif- 
fioners;  wee  fhall  fend  one  commiiTioner  to  joine  in  coun- 
fell with  yours,  and  I  fuppofe  by  this  time  you  underftand 
what  concurrence  there  is  from  the  Bay,  that  you  might 
informe  us  what  number  of  men  you  expe£l  from  us,  and 
what  kinde  of  provifions  you  mod  need,  wee  have  at  pre- 
fent  plenty  of  bilkett,  and  fome  porke,  but  little  butter  or 
cheefe ;  alfo  which  way  you  intend  your  (hipping  (hali 
come,  and  where  our  men  fhall  meete,  wee  are  altogether 
ignorant  in  the  managing  of  affaires  of  this  nature,  and 
therefore  defire  you  would  difpatch  our  mefTenger  with 
what  fpeed  you  can,  to  give  us  fome  information  and  di- 
rection herein,  and  you  (liall  find  our  readinefs  to  affift  ac- 
cording to  that  little  firength  and  means  we  are  furnifhed 
withaii.  Alfo  wee  defire  to  know  what  number  of  land 
fouldiers  you  can  fpare  for  the  defigne :  It  is  thought  by 
fome  that  know  the  ff  rength  of  the  Dutch,  that  this  fer- 
vice  will  require  at  lead  500  land  fouldiers.  Capt.  Under- 
hill  and  John  Younge,  who  are  gone  towards  the  Bay,  caa 
beft  inform.e  you  of  the  date  of  things  there,  cither  in 
regard  of  fortification  or  the  number  of  men,  various  re- 
ports come  thence.  I  am  glad  to  heare  of  your  fafe  ar- 
rivall  after  fo  long  and  tedious  a  voyage,  and  hope  you 
are  preferved  to  be  inflruments  for  the  good  of  church 
and  common  wealth,  thus  with  remembrance  of  my  due 
refpe<fl  to  yourfelves,  I  rake  my  leave  and  reft  ready  to 
attend  the  fervice  as  I  fhall  receive  further  dire<Slion  and 
advice  from  you  and  remaine, 

Your  loving  frjend, 

Thomas  Welles."^ 
Hartford  this  roth  of  June  1654. 

Copy 

*  Thomas  Welles  was  a  Magif^rate  of  Connecflicut  Colony,  after- 
v;ards  Governor,  before  Conneflicuc  and  New- Haven  were 
united,  and  Deputy  Governor  after  the  Union. 
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Clopy  of  a  Letter  wrote  by  order  of  the  Qencrai 
Court  at  Plymouth  to  Major  Robert  Sedg- 
wigg,  &c.  at  Bofton, 

Gentlemen, 

YOURS  bearing  date  the  13  th  of  thefe  prefents  wee 
received  by  our  melTengers  Capr.  StandKh  andCapr. 
"Wiliett,  and  having  ferioufly  agitated  and  deliberated  upon 
particulars  in  reference  to  the  command  fent  unto  us  by 
his  highnefs  the  Lord  Proteftor  of  England,  Scotland  and 
Ireland,  as  alfo  unto  your  propofals ;  the  refult  is  that  by 
the  hclpc  of  God  wee  intend  to  clofe  with  you  in  your 
intended  enterprife  againft  the  Dutch  at  the  Manhatoes 
with  fuch  fmall  helpe  as  wee  are  able  to  aford  ;  and  ac- 
cording to  your  defire  wee  have  appointed  Capr.  Thomas 
Willett  to  repaire  to  you  with  all  convenient  fpeed  to 
aford  what  helpe  may  be  for  the  facillitating  the  afore- 
faid  expedition,  and  it  Ihall  be  our  endeavour  to  have  fuch 
means  conducing  to  the  aforefaid  expedition  as  wee  are 
able  to  aford  in  as  goodreadinefs  as  wee  can  with  all  con- 
venient fpeed,  we  reft,         Sir,    Your  affured  friends, 

Narhaniell  Morton, 
Clarke  by  order  of  the  general!  court, 
Plymouth  the  15th  of  June  1654. 


Application   of  Sedgwick,  Levcrett  and   others 
to  the  General  Court.* 
Bodon  in  New- England  20th  October  1(554. 
May  it  pleafe  this  honoured  court, 

PRovidence  having  foe  difpofed  it- as  to  bring  the  pro- 
vince of  Accadia  under  the  power  and  government 

of 

*  See  Hift.  MafTa.  V.  I,  p.  182  &  183,  where  he  is  fuppofed  to  have 

died  in  England.     CromweU  fent  him  with  ftores  after  Penn  to 

the  Weft  Indies.     He  was  made  a  Commiflioner  after  WinfioWs 

death,  and  died  himfelf  at  Janiaica  in  1656.     Thurloc;  C^J- 
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of  his  highnefs  Oliver  lord  proie£ler  of  England,  Scotland 
and  Ireland,  we  well  knowing  what  greate  rcfpe<^  you  owe 
unto  the  (late  of  England,  and  not  doubting  of  your  rea- 
dinefs  in  any  thing  you  can  to  manifeft  the  fame  to  thcra, 
are  therefore  encouraged  ro  make  thefe  few  propoiitions 
in  the  name  of  his  highnefs  and  the  flate  of  England. 

1.  That  you  would  be  pleafed  to  declare  that  if  the 
Englifh  inhabitiing  in  the  country  of  Accadia  be  at  any 
time  aflaulted  with  an  enemie,  or  in  any  occafion  of  need- 
ing helpe  from  this  government,  you  will  affift  us  with 
fuch  men  as  we  may  ftand  in  neede  of,  we  paying  for  them 
according  to  the  cuftorae  of  paying  fouldiers  in  this  coun- 
try in  any  fervice  you  employ  ihem  in. 

2.  That  as  its  well  knowne  that  at  prefent  there  is  noe 
wayes  to  maintaine  the  vafl  expence  of  the  garrifon  but 
by  trade  with  the  falvages,  as  its  now  a  fettled  law  in  that 
province  that  not  any  fhould  trade  with  them  but  fuch  as 
are  deputed  by  thofe  in  authoritic  in  the  province,  thac 
accordingly  you  would  aflent  and  confent  that  law  and 
order,  (oq  far  as  that  it  may  be  effeduall  in  this  govern- 
ment, foe  as  when  any  lliall  be  convidled  of  the  breacli 
thereof  they  may  fuffer  as  if  they  had  been  taken  in  the 
province  of  Accadia. 

Many  reafons  we  might  give,  and  fliall  if  defired,  why 
there  might  be  a  compliance  with  us  in  this  our  requcft, 
but  we  hope  that  refpedl  and  compliance  with  England 
will  be  argument  enough  to  admit  this  favour  in  which  wc 
hope  we  attend  much  the  good  of  thefe  plantations,  and 
be  confident  you  fuall  findc  us  readie  to  our  power  to 
ferve  you  either  here  or  in  any  place  God  fliall  cafle  us 
in,  and  remaine  your  humble  fervants, 

Robert  Sedgwicke, 
John  Leverett, 
Wm.  Hathorne, 
Robert  Fenn, 
IVIark  Karrifon, 
Robert  Mardin. 


Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Corporation  in  England 
for  propagating  the  Gofpel,  &c.  to  the  Com- 
miflioncrs  of  the  united  Colonies. 

The  CommiffioDcrs  of  the  Mafiachuferts  prefented  this 
cnfueing  letter  from  the  Corporation  in  England. 

Gentlemen, 

XT^OUR  letter  wee  received  and  returne  you  this 
g^  anfwer,  that  wee  are  very  glad  and  approve  of  the 
accompts  you  fent  over  by  the  laft,  which  are  or  may  be  fat- 
tisfa<^ory  to  the  manifold  objedtions  have  of  Jare  arifcii 
about  the  fame,  for  when  (through  mercy)  our  demeanors 
had  (topped  the  mouths  of  all  men  heere,  then  the  greate 
quere  was,  whether  things  fent  were  notmifapplied  with 
you  in  New-England.  And  truly  you  would  wonder  had 
wee  but  time  to  relate  the  fevcrall  forts  of  obje<51ions, 
which  for  the  mod  part  turne  all  to  obflruftions  for  a 
feafon;  till  by  the  elaborate  paines  of  Mr.  Window,  wee 
are  forced  to  take  off  and  remove  the  fame,  you  wrote 
to  us  not  to  fend  any  more  goods  rill  you  fent  for  them, 
and  to  tye  ourfelves  to  fuch  and  only  fuch  provifions  to 
be  fcnr.  We  are  very  well  faitisfied  therewith,  and 
thereupon  fliall  deceive  the  expe£lation  of  divers, 
that  have  written  for  letters,  for  printing  paper,  &c, 
and  indeed  in  fo  writing  you  feem  to  undcrfland  your 
owne  power  and  trull,  but  give  us  leave  to  tell  you  there 
is  fuch  a  material  objection  here  ftarted  as  wee  are  afhamed 
of  and  know  not  how  to  anfwer,  viz.  the  manifold  com- 
plaints made  by  Mr.  Elliot  to  fundry  his  friends  here, 
that  you  allow  h'ln  but  £.20  per  ann.  which  doth  net 
beare  his  charges,  infomuch  as  he  runnes  in  aebt  every 
yeare  more  and  more,  and  is  difabled  for  giving  his  child« 
ren  that  education  he  oiherwife  would.  Now  whether  it 
be  or  no  wee  know  not,  but  verily  believe  the  worke  wiil 
fuffer  feme  thoufands  of  pounds  by  ir,  for  it  flyeth  like 
lightning  and  takes  like  tinder,  mea  being  extreame  glad 

to 
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to  meete  with  any  thing  may  colour  over  theire  covetouf* 
nes,  land  dull  theire  zcale  in  fo  good  a  worke :  Nay  Mr* 
Peters  who,  bur  fourteene  dales  before,  told  Mr.  Winflow 
in  plaine  termes  he  heard  the  worke  was  but  a  plaine 
cheate,  arid  that  there  v/as  no  fuch  thing  as  gofpell  coa- 
verfion  amongft  the  Indians,  prefently  after,  charged  the 
fame  man  upon  a  letter  he  received  from  Mr.  Weld,  by 
information  from  Mr.  Elliot  that  you  the  comraiflioners 
for  the  united  colonies  forbad  the  worke  in  that  you  would 
not  allow  competent  maintenance  to  Mr.  Elliot,  and  others 
that  laboured  therein ;  and  however  wee  have  otherwife 
charitable  thoughts  of  Peters  yett  he  hath  been  a  very 
bad  inllrument  all  along  towards  this  worke,  who  (though 
of  a  committee  in  the  army  for  the  advance  of  it  amongft 
them)  yett  protefted  againft  contributing  a  penny  to- 
wards it  in  perfon,  and  indeede  fome  of  us  have  beea 
faine  to  intreate  the  reft  of  the  gentlemen  not  to  trouble 
him  any  further  in  the  bufmes,  nor  know  wee  any  caufe 
unlciTe  it  be  that  the  worke  is  coming  to  fuch  perfeflion 
and  he  hath  not  had  the  leaft  hand  or  finger  in  it.  Thefe 
things  wee  thought  good  to  acquaint  you  withall ;  an^ 
doe  intreate  that  Mr.  Elliott,  Mr.  Mayhew  and  fuch  other 
eminent  labourers  as  are  imploiod  therein  may  have  grea- 
ter encouragement  from  you  than  fo  ;  yea  fuch  according 
to  what  the  Lord  (liall  fend  in  from  time  to  time.  Wee 
are  farr  from  juftifying  Mr.  Elliott  in  his  turbulent  and 
clamorous  proceedings,  but  the  beft  of  Gods  fervants  have 
their  faylings,  and  as  fuch  fo  we  looke  upon  him.  The 
reafon  you  fend  for  nothing  this  yeare  wee  conceive  is, 
becaufe  you  have  about  800/.  in  money  ftockeand  debts 
with  you,  wee  fnould  be  glad  to  hear  that  debts  are  received, 
^ad  doe  intreate  you  that  the  v^orke  may  not  be  retarded 
thereby;  alafTe,  what  pity  were  it  that  defervinginftruments 
fhould  be  difcouraged,  and  what  a  iliame  will  it  be  to  us 
here,  befides  an  abfolilre  period  to  all  future  collections^ 
whereby  Gods  glory  and  the  prefent  opportunity  will  be 
lod  in  doing  good  to  thofe  poore  foules ;  and  lett  not  the 
late  difference  betvveene  your  neighbours  of  the  Maffachu- 
•     S  fstts 
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fetts  and  yourfelves  binder,^  wee  hope  It  is  healed  ere  now, 
if  not  wee  truft  our  letters  (tor  wee  arc  fenfible  of  the 
breach  and  the  evills  may  follow  thereupon  to  the  feveraii 
refpe<5i:ive  governments)  will  help  forward  the  fame;  and 
lett  us  inrreate  you,  fmce  you  order  us  to  fend  pothing 
but  what  you  give  order  for,  to  be  very  carefull  to  confi- 
der  before  hand  what  will  be  needful!,  for  we  perfwade 
ourfelvcs  you  cannot  buy  any  goods  fo  well  bought  heere 
as  what  we  fend,  for  wee  buy  for  ready  money  and  bcare 
the  adventure,  whenas  others  rake  not  only  twelve  months 
time  but  theire  credirors  (land  to  the  adventure  out  and 
home,  'o  that  if  )ou  fell  at  thirty  per  cent,  yett  you  give 
fixty  lor  what  you  buy  at  leaft  ;  but  wee  doubt  not  of 
ycur  care,  only  wee  ihall  long  to  heare  again  from  you 
and  that  it  may  be  wich  comfort  and  refrediing  is  the 
earned  defire  of  Gentlemen, 

Your  faithful!  friends  and  fellow  labourers 
in  this  worke  of  the  Lord, 

Signed  by  the  order  and  appointment 
of  the  Corporation,   by 

Wm.  Steele,  Prefident. 


To  which  Letter  the  Commiilioners  returned  this 
following  Anfwer. 

Honnorable  Sir, 

YOURS  of  the  1 8th  of  February  lafl  wee  have  re- 
ceived, with  the  contents  whereof  wee  are  diverfly 
affe^led  ;  glad  that  the  accompts  wee  fent  do  in  any  mea- 
fure  anfwer  obje61ions  and  remove  ob(lru<^ions ;  he  who 
obferveth  all  our  carriage  and  aimes  in  this  worke  of  his, 
knowes  (that  laying  afide  all  fmifter  refpe(fl:s  wee  defire  to 
improve  all  opportunities  and  order  ail  difburfements  for 
the  advancement  of  the  end  defigned,  that  if  it  pleafe  the 
father  of  mercies,  the  gofpeli  of  his  fone  may  have  a  large 

and 

*  This  was  a  difpute  between  the   Maflachufets  and    the  other 

Colonies  concerning  the  exLcnt  o{  the  Power  of  the  Gommiffioners. 
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and  powerfull  entrance  into  the  hearts  of  thefe  poore  In- 
dians., but  it  is  an  afHi6ling  confideration  that  the  worke 
ihould  receive  any  difcouragement  or  hinderance  either 
from  Mr,  Elliotts  pennor  Mr.  Peters  fpeech.     By  a  letter 
figned  by  Mr.  Winilow  in  the  name  and  by  order  of  the 
honnored  Corporation,  dated  May  the  ift  1652,  wee  un- 
derftood  what  inconvenience  did  or  might  grow  by  the 
coileclions  and  difburfments  made  by  Mr.  Butcher  not  put 
into  the  corporation  ilockeand  account,  which  (with  you) 
wee  defired  might  be  brought  into  your  treafury,  as  the 
right  channel),  accordingly  wee  enquired   of  Mr.  Elliott 
what  fomes  are  fent  over  yearely  upon  thofe  more  private 
accounts  and  how  imployed,  what  part  to  the  Indians,  and 
what  to  himfelfe  and  others  who  labour  in  the  worke  ; 
he  acknowledged  fome  confiderable  fomes  of  money  came 
that  way  to  his  "hands,  but  was  flowe  to  give  any  account 
how  much  or  how  expended  ;  heereupon  wee  did  conceive 
that  20/.  per  ann.  added  to  what  he  received  by  other 
meanes  out  of  England   and   what   he  received  from  the 
church  G^  Roxbury   (which  as  we  heare  is  not  leffe  than 
60/.  per  ann.)  might  fufficiently  mayntaine  his  family  and 
afford  due  education  to  his  children  without  running  him- 
felf  into  debt.     We  (iiali  now  allow  him  forty  pounds  per 
ana.  and,  if  there  be  caufe,  fliall  readily  enlarge  further,  and 
fo  to  Mr.  Mayhew;    all  wee   propound  is,  that  as  our 
maflers  acceptance  is  fuificient,  nay  rich  wages,  for  any 
care  or  paiues  of  ours  in  this  worke,  fo  there  may  be  fome 
due  proportion  (as  neere  as  wee  can  judge)  betwixt  the 
imployment    and    incouragement    of  other    inftruments. 
Through  the  bleiTing  of  him  who  is  love  itfeif  and  the 
God  of  peace,  the  CommmifTioners  now^  mett  at  Hartford 
doe    comforcably  cjofe,  as  in   the  affaires  of  the  corpo- 
ration, fo  in  the  other  occafions  of  the  confa^deration^and 
hope  they  (liall  fo  proceede. 

Mr.  Elliot  and  Mr.  Mayhew  doe  each  of  them  propound 
the  building  a  new  meeting  houfe  for  the  Indians,  befides 
the  building  in  hand  for  dome  fchollars  at  the  college 
(whereof  wee  wrote  the  lail  ycare)  and  that  allowance  may 

S  2  be 
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be  maJe  for  inrerpreters,  fchoolmaftcrs  and  others,  to  in- 
flruc^t  the  tcacheable  Indians ;  one  carechifme  is  already 
printed,  and  Mr.  Pierfon  is  pieparing  another  to  fuite 
thefe  fouthweft  parts,  where  tlie  language  differs,  from 
theires  who  live  about  the  iVlairachufetts;  all  which  will 
occafion  us  to  write  for  a  confiderable  parcell  of  provifions, 
as  the  following  invoice  will  lliew;  wee  expert  not  fo 
good  pennyworths  from  any  as  from  the  Corporation,  and 
though  the  ammunition  were,  in  different  proportions,  this 
laft  yeare  divided  amongfl:  the  Colonics  and  by  them  (with 
the  advance  formerly  mentior^ed)  fmce  returned  into  the 
flocke,  yet  wee  purpofe  to  drive  very  little  or  no  trade  but 
upon  the  account  and  concernment  of  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Rawfon  hath  fent  his  accounts  for  the  yeare  pafl 
to  the  CommilTioners  now  met  at  Hartford,  but  upon  peru- 
fall  wee  finde  fomethin^  defective  or  obfcure,  fo  that  wee 
returned  them  to  him  to  be  perfe<^ed,  and  muft  defirc  the 
Commiffioners  for  the  Malfachufetts  to  review  and  upon 
their  approbation  to  underwrite  and  fend  them  for  Eng- 
land. Wee  here  inclofe  the  coppie  of  a  dire£lion  fent  us 
from  the  MafTachufetts  for  letters  for  the  ufe  of  printing, 
which  we  defire  may  be  provided  and  fent.  Thus,  with 
our  due  refpe6ls,  wee  commend  yourfelves  and  the  worke 
in  hand  to  the  bleffing  of  the  only  wife  and  gracious  God, 
refling 

Your  humble  fervants, 

Hartford  1 8.  Sept.  54.  Theophilus  Eaton,  Prefidt. 

Symon  Bradftreet, 
Jn^  Webfler,  Daniell  Dennifon, 

Jno  Mafon,  Tho.  Prence, 

Francis  Newman,     Jn®  Browne. 


Inflru<5lions 
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Inftru(flions  for  iVIajor  Symon  Willard,  comman- 
der in  chief  of  our  forces,  and  fuch  as  arc 
joyned  with  him  as   a  counfell  of  warrc.'=^" 

YOU  are  to  take  under  your  charge  and  command  all 
fuch  forces,  horfe  and  foote  as,  according  to  rhe  order 
of  the  Commiirioners,  are  or  fhall  be  levyed,  out  of  three 
of  theCoilonycs,  with  which  you  are  to  beat  the  appoint- 
ed randevouz  at  Tho.  Scantons,  at  or  before  the  13th  of 
October  next,  and  forthwith  ro  march  into  the  Nianricke 
countrie  to  the  place  of  Ninnigrets  ordinary  refidence,  and 
to  demand  of  him  (if  he  may  be  fpoken  with)  a  prefent 
and  full  furrender  or  all  the  Pcquotts  uador  him,  or  lately 
living  upon  his  laad,  and  if  he  doth  not  forthwith  confenr, 
then  to  take  them  by  force  from  him  or  any  that  Ihall  har- 
bor or  detaine  ihem  and  to  remove  and  fettle  them  under 
the  prore(fiion  of  the  Englifh  and  under  fuch  government 
as  Mr.  Winthrop,  Major  Mafon  and  Capt.  Dennifon  fliall 
appoint,  lill  the  Commiflioners  fliali  take  further  order, 
without  increafmg  the  tribute  formerly  due  from  them. 

And  further,  to  require  and  take  of  Ninnigret  the  tri- 
bute due  for  lime  pad,  for  the  faid  Pequotts,  together  with 
the  charge  of  this  expedition,  or  fome  confiderable  parte  of 
both,  and  to  give  him  time  for  the  reft,  according  to  your 
difcretion,  as  may  ftand  with  the  honnor  of  the  Englifh 
and  the  fafety  of  the  countrie. 

And  you  are  in  the  nam.e  of  the  CommifTioners  to  pro- 
hibit him  and  the  rell  of  the  Narraganfett  Sachems  to 
make  any  further  attempts  upon  the  Long  Hand  Indians, 
and  to  aiTure  them  that  the  CommifTioners  will  lay  the  like 
charge  upon  the  Long  Hand  Indians  not  to  invade  or  di- 
flurbe  them,  which  if  he  refufe,  and  that  the  peace  of  the 
countrie  can  bv  no  other  meanes  be  provided  for,  you  are 
to  proceedeas  the  cafe  requires.  But  if  Ninnigret  (hall 
not  oppofe  the  removall  of  the  Pequotts  but  (halldemeane 
S  3  himfelfc 

*  The  Commidioners  were  of  opinion  that  it  was  neceflary  to  enter 
into  a  War  with  the  Naraghanfet  Indians.  The  MafT-^chufets 
Colony  was  averfe  to  it.  VViUard  was  a  Maflachufetsmaa  aod 
f^eoas  to  kave  defeated  the  intent  of  the  ComraiOionecs. 
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himfeife  faircly  in  that  bufenes  and  lliall  fubmitt  to  our 
charge,  and  promife  that  he  will  not  further  diflurbe  the 
peace  of  fhe  countrie,  wee  judge  it  not  expedient  at  this 
feafon  of  the  yeare  to  beginne  the  warre  upon  him  bat  ely 
for  the  non  payment  of  the  tribute  and  charges,  fuppofing 
alfo,  that  you  may  ufe  other  meanes  to  drawe  fome  part  of 
it  from  him  at  prefent  and  the  refidue  may  be  forborne 
for  lome  convenient  time,  provided  if  the  Pequotts  cannot 
be  prevayied  with  to  come  under  the  government  and  pror 
te(51ion  of  the  Engl  Qi,  then  if  Ninnigret  (hall  pay  the  tri- 
bute pad  and  tlie  charges  of  this  expedition,  and  promife 
not  to  diflurbe  ihe  peace  of  the  countrie  for  time  to  come 
by  making  warre  upon  our  friends  and  confederates  with- 
out our  coofent,  according  to  his  covenant  made  at  Boflon 
anno  1645,  as  alfo  to  pay  the  tiibure  for  fuch  Indians  as 
are  under  him  for  time  to  come,  according  to  the  lafl 
agreement  at  New-PIaven  1651,  he  may  enjoy  the  faid 
Pequotts  ftill  wirhout  diflurbance  or  any  further  pro- 
ceeding againll  him. 

But  if  you  (liall  finde  the  defigne  cannot  be  carried  on 
without  a  great  force,  then  you  (hall  with  all  expedition 
fend  to  the  feverall  colonies  for  the  reft  of  the  forces  ia 
this  cafe  ordered  by  the  CommifTioners,  which  you  are  to 
improve  according  to  your  befl  fkill  for  the  fpeedy  reducing 
of  Ninnigret  to  fubjec^lion  or  tribute,  with  fecuritie  by 
hoflages,  for  his  performance  of  the  fame. 

And  if  yett  a  greater  force  (hall  be  found  necelTary, 
you  are  to  give  notice  to  the  feverall  colonics  of  the  whole 
number  youdefire,  that  they  may  fend  theire  feverall  pro- 
portions according  to  the  agreement  of  theCommifHoners, 

Youfliall,  if  you  thinke  fitt,fend  to  Uncas  (whom  wee 
have  prepared)  to  afTifl  you  and  may  be  very  ufefull  in 
the  fervice.  You  are  to  make  faire  warre,  without  exer- 
cifing  crueltie  and  not  to  put  to  death  any  whome  you 
have  taken  captive,  if  you  canne  beflow  them  withouc 
dainger  of  your  owne  men. 

If  you  finde  any  Englifh  ftraglers,  tracers  or  others, 
whom  you  fhall  fufpea  to  give  intelligence,  or  to  furnifli 

with 
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with  armesor  amrnunirion,  or  to  give  any  other  aid  to  the 
enemy,  you  may  fecure  them  or  lend  them  ro  Bofton. 

Laflly,  and  above  all  the  red,  wee  commend  to  your 
chriflian  care  the  upholding  of  the  woifbip  of  God  ia 
your  army  and  to  keepe  fuch  watch  over  the  converfation 
of  all  thofe  under  your  chari^^e  that  all  prophanes  and  im- 
piety, abufe  of  the  facred  name  of  God,  luxury  and  other 
diforders  may  be  avoyded,  or  duly  punilhed,  that  the  Lord 
may  be  pleafed  to  goe  forth  before  you,  profper  all  your 
proceedings  and  returne  to  us  in  peace,  which  wee  (hall 
daily  pray  for,    &c.  Theophilus  Eaton,  Prefidenc, 

Given  at  Hartford,  Symon  Bradltreet, 

September  25.  1654.  Daniell  Denuifon, 

Tho.  Prence, 

Jn^  Webfler,  Jn^   Browne, 

Francis  Newman.       Jn^  Mafon. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from   Major  Simon  Willard  to 
the  CommifTioners   of  the  united  Colonies. 

Honnored  Gentlemen, 

YOurfelves  having  beene  pleafed  to  appoint  and  give  a 
commiffion  for  a  general  to  command  over  all  the 
forces,  by  you  appointed  to  be  raifed  out  of  the  united  co- 
lonies in  the  expedition  againfl:  Ninnigrer,  which  you  re- 
ferred to  the  councill  of  the  MafTachufetts  to  compleat, 
they  haveing,  after  the  refufall  of  MajorGibbonsand  Major 
Dennifon,Capr.  Atherton  being  abfenr,  pitched  on  myfelfe 
(i hough  unworthy  accepted  thereof  in  hope  of  God's  gra- 
cious aiTiltance  therein)  Thefe  are  therefore  to  infcrme 
you,  that  I  addrefTcd  myfelfe  accordingly,  and  with  the 
unanimous  confent  of  my  councill,  have  with  the  beft  of 
our  underftanding  of  your  inftrucftions  (which  were  not 
fo  clear  as  wee  could  have  wifhed)  repaired  to  the  place 
of  randevouz,  indeavoured  to  have  had  full  difcourfe  with 
NinnigretjWho,  before  we  came,  had  fwampt^  himfelfe  and 
S  4  refufed 

*  A  common  exprefllon  to  figoify  the  retreat  or  refort  of  the  In- 
dians into  boggy  Places  fuU  of  Woods  where  the  Engllfli  mul^ 
be  under  great  difadvaatage  in  an  attack  upon  thea. 


M 


^64      COLLECTION    OF    PAPERS. 

jrefufed  conference  with  us,  as  appears  in  the  narrative 
^'hich  I  fend  you,  therefore,  confidering  the  feafon, 
tedioufnes  of  the  march  of  the  fooie,  and  ftreightnes  of 
our  inflruclions,  contented  ourfelrcs  with  reduccing  of 
ihofd  Pequotts,  as  wee  have  certified  you.  On  thofe  tcrmes 
wee  endeavoured  your  full  fatisfaflion,  and  wherein  wee 
have  fallen  fliorr,  wee  hope  you  will  putt  a  candid  inter- 
pretation. I  fhall  fay  no  more  at  prefenc  but  commend 
you  to  the  protection,  diredion  andblefTing  of  the  Almighty 
and  remaine,  Sirs, 

Dated  26th  of  8th         your  humble  fervant, 
ma  1 654,  Bofton.  Simon  Willard. 

The  Narrative  follows. 

'Y  felfe,whofe  name  is  underwritten,  being  impowered 
by  the  CommifTioners  of  the  united  Colonies,  bearing 
date  the  25th  Sept.  1654,  doc  declare  the  particular  acfts 
of  the  proceeding  of  the  councill  of  warre  being  affembled 
at  Thomas  Stantons,  according  to  the  inflrudlions  received 
from  the  faid  Coramiilioners,  as  tolloweth. 

Imprimis,  our  firft  inftru£lioa  being  forthwith  to  march 
into  the  Nyanticke  countrey,  the  place  of  Ninnigrets  or- 
dinary place  of  refidence,  and  to  demand  of  him  (if  he  may 
be  fpoke  with)  the  Pequotts,  &c,  The  reafons  why  wee 
did  not  attend  to  that  particular  was,  wee  knew  he  was 
removed  from  that  place  up  into  the  woods  into  a  fwamp, 
fome  15  myles  from  our  quarters,  and  further,  by  a  dorm 
the  boates  of  Cone<5hcott  and  Newhaven,  whereas  all  were 
to  meetc  13  Oclober  54,  we  fay,  the  boares  and  fome  of 
the  fouldiers  with  their  itockeof  ammunition  came  not  to 
us  untill  the  1 6th  day  the  one,  and  the  17th  day  the  oihcr. 
Further,  we  had  one  claufe  in  our  in(irn<51ions  to  acft  as 
might  ftand  with  the  honour  of  the  Englilh  and  the  fafety 
of  the  countrey,  but  for  us  to  move  wirh  our  forces  wee 
thought  it  ^ix)uld  make  great  rumour  to  flirr  amongH:  the 
Indians,  when  they  fl:iould  heare  wee  were  returned  to  our 
quarters  and  did  nothing  ;  therefore  wee  thought  it  would 
(Expedite  our  worke  to  attend  th^^  that  was  prefeqted  to  us, 
\vhich  a|-e^s  fpl!Qw^tl4j  ^^^ 
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Firfl:,  Nlnnegret  haveing  fome  ot  his  Indians  prefent 
with  us,  who  as  we  fuppofed  were  willing  to  falve  up 
things  as  well  as  they  could,  we  agreed  to  fend  fome  of 
them  to  him  to  advife  him  to  come  and  fpeake  with  us.  but 
we  haveing  intelligence  of  his  great  feare  to  confenc  to 
this  morion,  wee  offered  him  h.>  ages  for  the  fecurity  of 
hisperfon,  and  if  this  pleafcd  h  n  not,  he  ihouid  acquaint 
us  what  he  would  defire  to  fecu.e  him;  his  anfwer  was, 
by  4  of  his  men,  that  one  of  our  Indians  had  taken  away 
a  canoe  of  his  and  made  prize  of  it,  wnd  upon  this  he  was 
more  afraid   than  before. 

2dly,  He  demanded  what  he  h^d  done  to  the  Englifh 
that  they  came  fo  ngainfl:  him  round  about,  and  will  not 
let  him  alone,  and  he  would  ddire  'O  tranfaft  this  bufines 
by  meiTengers,  and  not  come  face  10  f  ice. 

gdly,  He  faid  his  father  \v;is  a  friend  to  the  Englifti  In 
former  times,  and  he  wondered  they  fliould  be  fo  againft 
him  now.  Our  anfwer  to  rhefe  things  were  as  followeth. 
Firit,  wee  knew  nothing  of  the  canoe,  and  that  if  any  of 
our  Indians  had  wronged  him  in  this  kind  they  fhould 
reflore  ir  againe;  but  they  would  not  forbeare  this  dif- 
courfe,  fo  wee  fent  them  away  with  thefe  following  an- 
fwers,  Firfl,  wee  wondered  that  he,  a  wife  man  as  he  would 
be  accounted,  that  he  iliould  offer  to  hold  us  in  difcourfe 
about  fuch  a  trifle  as  a  canoe  is,  either  he  muft  be  unwifc 
himfelfe,  or  thmke  us  unwife,  if  wee  fhould  be  delayed 
with  fuch  things  at  thejie.  2dly,  That  it  was  not  the  fafhion 
of  the  Engliih  to  tranfa6l  things  of  fuch  a  nature  by  mef- 
fengers  from  an  ambaffador,  but  to  come  face  to  face. 
gdly,  If  this  courfe might  have  beene  taken,  wee  could 
have  done  this  from  the  place  of  our  habitation,  without 
raifing  thefe  forces.  The  1 6th,  there  came  fome  of  the 
Pequotts  and  told  us  that,the  day  before  this,  they  went  to- 
wards Ninnegretts  company  to  perfwade  their  kindred  to 
come  from  him,  fearing  oiherwife  it  would  goc  ill  with 
them,  but  they  met  with  three  Pequotts  that  did  adhere  to 
Ninegrett,  who  affeed  ibem  what  they  did  there,  they  faid 
thev  had  fomething  tQ  dpej  then  they  ^fked  our  Pequotts 

how 
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how  many  there  were  of  them,  they  faid  30,  then  faid  the 
3  men  there  are  30  heads  for  us;  then  our  Pequotts  faid 
they  did  attend  the  Englifli  to  carrey  letters  or  burthens 
abroad,  where  the  Engliili  Ihould  have  occafion  to  fend 
them,  then  one  of  the  3  men  told  them  they  would  have 
their  30  heads  before  to  morrow  in  theafternoone,ihough 
the  En^^lifli  men  were  with   them,  and   they   faid   they 
Would  not  defert  from  the  warr  againfl  the  Longlflanders, 
neither  would  they  forfake  Ninegrett.     This  day  they 
came  into  us  and  gave  in  their  names  to  the  number  of 
73.     7'he  i7ih  day  there  came  into  us    more  Pequotts 
that  lived  neere  to   Ninejrrett,  which,  before,  wee  com- 
manded to  bring  away  their  h<<uies  and  goods,  which  things 
they  did,  and  gave  in  their  nime^  as  the  reil  to  the  num- 
ber of  9  6.     The   1 3th   day,  Ninegrett  Hill    keeping  off 
and  would  no  ways  comply  with  us,  wee  agreed  and  fcnt 
two  genilemen  with  two  to  attend   them,  and   two  inter- 
preters to  make  fome  demands  of  him;  but   there  being 
fixe  he  refufed  to    fpeake  with   above  two   of  them,  but 
after  much  debate  with  his  fcoucs  and  fome  of  his  chiefe 
men,  they  came  to  fpeake  with  them,  viz.  Capr.  Davis  and 
Capt.  Seel}^  and  firfl:  they  demanded  the  Pequotts  under 
him,  hisanfwer  was,  why  doe  yee  demand  the  Pequotts  of 
roe  when  you  have  them   already  ?  they  demanded  more, 
hisanfwer  was  he  had  not  above  3  or  4  with  him,  but  the 
reft  were  difpofed  abroad  a  hunting  and  elfewhere,  byt  in 
the  iiTue  he  ingaged  by  writing  to  fu!  render  all  that  were 
imder  him  into  the  hands  of  Mr.Winthrop  or  Capr.  Mafoa 
within  feven  days.     2dly,  l^hey  demanded  the  tribute  due 
for  the  Pequotts,  his  anfwer  was  he  never  engaged  for 
them ;  he  was  told  he  payd  it  at  New-Haven  ;  he  faid  the 
reafon  of  that  was  he  feared  they  would  have  been  taken 
from  him,  therefore  he  payd  9  or  10  fathom  of  his  owne 
peage  to  make  up  the  fome.    3d!y,  They  further  required 
not  to  make  any  more  war  againd  the  Long  Ifl^nd  Indians, 
10  this    he  was  filent  for    a  time,    but  after  faid    this ; 
Shall  fuch  a  prince  and  two  fuch  captains  loofe  their  lives 
and  their  blood  not  be  revenged  ^  the  anfwer  to  this  was, 

he 
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he  muft  aft  in  a  right  way  by  making  the  commiflioners 
acquainted  with  ir,  but  he  was  fiient.  Further  he  was 
charged  not  to  moled  rhem  nor  any  other  of  the  friends 
of  the  Englilh  left  his  head  were  fet  up  upon  an  Englifti 
pole.  Alfo  he  was  informed  that  none  of  ours  Khould 
moleft  him.  4thly,  The  charges  of  this  expedition  was 
de;)ftanded  of  him,  his  anfwer  was  he  was  not  the  caufc 
of  it,  but  the  Long  Ifland  Indians  killed  him  a  man  at 
Connedicotf. 

A  Copy  of  the  Covenant  with  Ninegret. 

WHEREAS  the  CommiiTioners  of  the  united  Colonies 
demand  by  their  melTcngers  that  1  deliver  up  to 
the  Englifli  all  the  captive  Pequotts  in  my  countrey,  I 
hereby  ingage  myfeife  to  furrender  the  faid  Pequotts  with- 
in 7  dayes  to  Mr.  Winihrop  or  Capt.  Mafon.  VVitnes  my 
hand.     And  fo  he  fet  his  marke  the  18th  of  8ber  54.' 

Witnes     Thomas  Sranton      7  t  ^ 

Tr  1    *•     U71  \         >  interpreters, 
ValentinevVhitman  3         '^ 

Witnes  allfo  Thom.as  BUghe. 

The  19th  day  a  copie  of  the  covenant  or  promife  of 
Paukannufamon,  being  a  Narreganfet  Sachem  who  had 
divers  of  the  Pequotts  under  him,  who  had  fubfcribed  their 
names  unto  us,  who  promjfes  to  live  peaceably  and  not 
difturbe  any  of  the  friends  of  the  Englifh,  and  defires  not 
to  be  difturbed  by  any  of  them,  and  fo  fett  his  marke. 

A  copie  of  the  Pequotts  covenant  whereto  they  fubfcribed 
the  i6ih  and  17th  of  the  8th  moneth   1654. 

WE  whofe  names  are  underwritten,  being  captive  Pe- 
quotts and  tributaries  to  the  Englifh,  and  haveing 
lived  fome  time  under  the  proteftion  of  Ninegrett,  doe 
freely  confent  to  the  CommilTioners  of  the  united  Englifh 
colonies  to  remove  to  fuch  places  as  the  faid  CommifTioners 
doe  or  (liall  appoint  us,  and  doe  hereby  difowne  the  jurif- 
dicliouofNinegreu  ovcf  ys,  aad  (,bat  wee  i»tend  really 
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fo  to  doe,  wee  here  give  in  our  names  feverally  with  our 
owne  markes  affixed.  Further  we  do  hereby  engage  our- 
fclves  hereafter  not  tojoyne  in  any  warre  with  Ninegretc 
or  any  other,  without  the  full  and  free  confenc  of  the 
CommiHioners  of  the  united  Engiifli  Colonies. 

This  is  a  true  account  of  our  a^lions  in  each  particular 
by  the  councill  of  warre.  Simon  Wiilard. 

This  2  0th  of  the  8th  moncth  1654. 

Wee  fett  upon  our  jnarch  from  Boflon  the  9th  of  the 
8th  moneth  1654.  Wee  returned  againe  to  Boiton 
the  24th  of  the  fame  monche. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Edv/ard  Winflow 
to  Secretary  Thurloe. 

Right  Honourable, 

A  BOUT  twelve  days  fince  I  wrote  to  you  by  Capr. 
,ji\  Collens,  wherein  1  gave  you  a  large  account  of 
cur  proceedings  in  this  ifiand  of  the  Barbadocs ;  how  that 
by  Gods  bleiling  we  attained  our  paffage  in  five  weekes, 
made  the  2500  men  we  landed  6000,  and  becaufe  our 
flores  for  the  army  were  not  as  yet  come  up  clofe  we 
fhould  lofe  the  drie  feafon  and  my  lords  honor  fuffer  there- 
by and  have  fcrabled  up  fo  many  arms  as  to  make  the  1 500, 
we  here  brought,  6000  or  near  thereabout :  that  we  railed 
two  fmall  troopes  of  horfe  upon  the  ifland  and  gotten  fuch 
and  fo  many  other  (lores  as  we  are  to  feit  faile  this  evening 
from  the  place  :  We  thought  to  have  gone  the  24rh  in- 
flant  but  could  not  attaine  thereunto.  Since  which  time 
came  Capt.  Haffefield  of  London  and  tells  us  of  the  Great 
Charity,  that  (hewasatfea  with  him;  but  faies  that  flie 
with  many  others  in  company  were  forced  back  by  the 
fowle  weather.  This  gentleman  was  above  two  months, 
from  Falmouth  hither,  and  tells  us  our  (lorefhips  were  in 
(he  Dqwqcs  with  a  fafc  convoy  aad  believes  they  viil 

be 
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be  here  fpeedily  ;  but  truly,  Sir,  we  are  fo  weary  of  wayt- 
ing  and  the  feafon  fo  neer  fpenc  as  we  arc  refolved  to  cad 
ourfelves  into  rhe  arms  of  Aln^iightyGod,  whofe  providence 
we  truft  will  be  ever  for  good  and  will  owne  us  as  inftru- 
ments  in  his  right  hand  to  execute  his  determined  ven- 
geance upon  that  tyrannous  and  idolatrous  and  bloudy 
nation  that  hath  inflicted  fo  many  cruelties  upon  the  nations 
of  the  earth  in  their  diflreifed  members  and  not  the  lead 
upon  ours.  We  have  agreed  to  order  the  Great  Charity 
to  (lay  heer  till  our  (tores  come  up  and  then  to  convey 
rhem  to  us.  The  general  hath  fetiled  the  militia  of  the 
iiland  and  given  commifTion  to  fowre  regiments  of  horfc 
and  fowre  of  foote  and  made  the  governor  his  lieutenant- 
generall  and  Col.  Colli  Ton  major-generall  of  this  iiland.  I 
hope  it  will,  conduce  to  the  publick  weale  of  the  place. 
We  have  made  bold  to  refer  our  commiffioners  to  make 
ufe  of  their  excife  office  whereof  the  governor  had  a  3d, 
which  3d  we  dill  leave  him  to  poiTelTe  ;  but  whereas  they 
call  upon  ihfir  articles  I  tell  them  they  have  broken  that 
article,  for  whereas  they  were  to  pay  the  publick  debts  of 
the  iiland  therewith  they  have  received  all  thofe  tVv'o  yeares 
profirts  pad  and  we  none  at  all,  and  now  we  (hall  reape  the 
cropp  oi  this  3d  yeare,  but  with  a  greate  deale  of  indigna- 
tion to  many.  Weafke  them  how  long  hishighnes  (liall 
v^^aite  their  pleafure  to  receive  his  royalties  ?  We  have 
fuch  a  body  of  bufinefs  to  goe  through  this  day  that  I  feare 
1  fhall  not  be  able  to  write  over  my  letter  anew.  IF  it  fo 
fall  out  1  had  rather  fend  you  a  blotted  paper  than  a  note, 
and  write  amongft  a  crowd  of  people  as  I  do  here  thaa 
not  to  write  at  all  :  and  I  truft  your  honor  will  bury  it 
amongfl  the  reft  of  my  infirmities  which  is  the  earned 
delire  of  Right  honourable  your  mod  humble 

Barbados,  March  30.  1655.  fervant 

Edw.  Window, 
I  humbly  entreate  your  honor  to 
gQt  a  difpatch   to  Capt.  Paris 
and  Capt.  Turners  bufinefs. 

Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Cominiffioners  of  the 
united  Colonies   to  Major  Willard. 
Lovcing  friend  Major  WilJard, 

WEE  have  received  and  confidered  both  the  letter 
you  wrift  and  the  trufl  conamitted  to  you,  and  the 
account  thereof,  the  lad  yeare,  in  which  (to  fpeake  can- 
didly according  to  your  defire)  wee  finde  mifl-akes  and  er- 
rours,  we  heare  you  had  not  the  unanimous  confent  of 
yourcouncill.  and  certainly  your  inflru^lions  (which  (land 
upon  record  in  each  of  the  united  colonies)  are  cleare 
enough  to  have  guided  you  to  a  further  progrefTe  than 
you  made  in  the  iervice,  nor  doe  wee  finde  any  confidera- 
ble  difficujtie  in  the  way.  Ninigrett,  through  the  fearc 
that  then  poflelTed  him,  might  (in  all  probability)  have 
been  enforced  to  receive  any  imprefTion  the  chief  com- 
mander of  fuch  Forces  would  have  putt  upon  him,  but  the 
not  improving  of  a  feafon  (efpecially  in  fuch  a  fervice)  is 
oft  attended  with  mifchievous  confeqnences.  Ninegrett, 
who  whilft  our  fmalearmy  was  there,  had  hismourh  as  in 
the  duff,  foone  after  grew  high  and  infolent  in  his  fpeech 
and  carriage,  refufeth  to  deliver  the  red  of  his  Pequorts, 
threatens  them  that  have  left  him,  hath  againc  invaded  the 
Long  Ifland  Indians,  our  friends,  tributaries  and  in  cove- 
nant with  us ;  fome  blood  is  already  ihed,  how  much  more 
may  be  (horily  (hed  is  not  yet  knowne,  and  how  tarr  our 
charge  and  danger  may  be  increafed  by  his  pride  and  trea- 
chery ingaging  forreign  Indians  againfl  us,  and  what  fur- 
ther inconveniences  may  arrife  from  your  nonattendance 
to  your  commifTion  is  yet  uncertaine,  and* as  doubtful!  how 
they  may  be  preventeJ ;  but  what  fatisfa6fion  may  be  from 
yourfelfe,  and  thofe  of  your  council!  that  joyned  with  you, 
expe<fled,  wee  leave  to  the  confideration  of  the  colonies 
and  r^ft  Your  loveing  friends, 

James  Cudworth         TheophilusEaton,Prerident. 
John  Mafon                 Simon  Bradlfreete 
John  Gullick               Daniel  Denifoa 
Wm.  Leete.                  Jjhn  Browne. 
New-haven,  Sept.  19.  1(555. 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  General  Court  of  the 
Maflachufets  to  Mr.  Jdopkins. 
Much  honnored  Sir, 

I  Am  It  quired  by  our  generall  court  to  fignify  unto  you, 
that  they  have  not  binn  nor  are  without  a  due  i'^nk 
of  the  niaxiy  lingular  exprefTions  of  your  faithfull  love  to 
them,  in  your  beil  endeavours  to  promote  theire  affaires 
(which  rhey  have  binn  informed  of)  in  your  readines  at 
all  rimes  to  afford  their  late  agent  Mr.  Winflow  your  beft 
furtherance  and  aiTiftance,  as  need  required,  though  as  hi- 
therunto  they  have  not  had  the  opportunity  to  returne 
you  theire  gratefuil  acknov/ledgmients,  as  you  might  be- 
fore now  jultly  have  expelled.  Bar  alTure  yourfelfe,  deare 
Sir;  however  they  have  binn  wanting  in  this  refpedl:,  yeit 
theire  bed  defires  at  the  throne  of  grace  have  not  bina 
wanting  to  emplore  a  rich  recompence  of  reward  on  your 
head  and  heart  as  well  as  on  many  others  whom  the  Lord 
hath  ftirred  up  to  widi  well  to  his  exiled  ones  in  thef(2 
parts,  and  are  nor  without  hope  the  Lord  will  more  and 
-  more  encourage  you  according  to  the  mercies  youreceave. 
Opporiunity  he  puts  into  your  hands  whilft  you  are  heere 
to  be  ailing  for  him,  who  is  and  will  be  a  rich  paymafter 
in  the  end.  Sir,  our  court,  underffanding  of  your  illnes 
and  the  many  imploiments  that  are  on  you,  have  contented 
thcmfelves  int'cfireing,  as  opportunity  (liall  prefent  and  as 
Capr.  John  Leveret  whom  they  have  now  commiflioned  as 
theire  agent  (hall  defirc,  your  continued  helpfullnes  and 
alliiranceof  him  in  promoting  theire  affaires  with  hisHigh- 
nes  the  Lord  Prote<^or  and  his  honnorahle  Councell,  as 
neede  (hall  be,  whereof  they  hope  you  will  have  nocaufe 
to  repent,  not  being  willing  further  to  interrupt  you  in 
your  weighry  iraployment,  the  profperity  whereof  is  the 
dayly  prayers  of,,  Sir,  Your  obliged 
KT^x,^^?.   ./r.r'  and  well-wi(hing  friends. 

iNOVemb.    16^5.  -r-ir^rf^  ^ 

■^-^  Edw.  Rawfon.  Secretary,- 

In  the  name  and  bv  the  order  of  the  Generall  Court. 

__ 

*  Mr.  Hopkins  who  had  been  Governor  of  Conncwlicut  was  at  tkis 
time  in  England  in  favour  with  Oliver. 
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Copy   of  the   General   Court's    Commiffion   ta 
Capt.  John  Leverett,   Agent   lor  them. 

The  Generall  Court  of  the  MafTachufcts 
in  New  England  alTembled  at  Boiton 
the  23d  of  November  1655. 

To  our  truflie  and  much  honoured  friend 
Captaine  John  Leverett. 

^o.Endecotty     TICTHEREAS  this  court  hath  chofen 
Gov,  V  V    and  appointed  you  to  be  their  agent 

in  England  during  your  aboade  there  : 
You  are  hccreby  commifTioned  and  impowered  according 
10  infliufrions  heerewith  given  unco  you  toappeare  for 
us  and  a£t  in  our  behaife  in  all  matters  of  concernment  to 
us,  before  his  Highnes  the  Lord  Protecior  of  the  Common 
WeaJthcs  of  England  Scotland  and  Ireland  and  his  ho- 
nourable Councill  there.  Given  at  Boflon  the  day  and 
ycarc  above  written.  In  teftimonie  whereof  the  feale  of 
this  colonie  is  heereunto  affixed. 

By  the  Court,         Edward  Rawfon>  Secretary, 


The  General  Court's  Infrrucflions. 

Inflru6lions  for  our  truflie  and  much  honoured  friend 
Capt.  John  Leveret,  chofen  and  impowered  by  this  Court 
as  our  Agent  to  prefent  ourdefires  to  his  Highnes,  or 
Counfell  of  State  in  England,  and  to  negotiate  our  affairs 
there  as  opportunitie  may  afford  or  emergencie  of 
occafions  require,  according  to  the  enfuing  Inflructions. 

^•'\Z  CU  are  defired  to  take  the  firfl  convenient  oppor- 

\      tunitie  to  prefent  the  letter    from  this  Court 

(heerewith  delivered)  unto  bis  Highnes,     And  upon  all 

cccafion? 
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dccafions  to  let  his  Highnes  underfland  how  thankfulliQ' 
we  accept  and  at  all  tymes  readilie  acknowledge  his  High- 
iies  favour  and  clemencie  towards  us,  and  to  aflure  him  of 
our  reall  and  fyncere  afFe£lion  tovards  his  Highnes  and 
readines  upon  all  occafions  to  be  ferviceable  unto  him  to 
the  utmoft  of  our  power  and  abilitie. 

2.  You  are  alfo  requeued  to  informe  his  Highnes  of  a 
letter  fent  the  laft  yeare  to  Mr.  Winflow  to  be  prefenred 
unto  his  Highnes,  and  that  it  is  our  humble  defire  to  know 
if  his  Highnes  received  it  (a  copy  whereof  we  have  heere- 
with  delivered  you)  and  diligently  to  obferve  what  fenfe 
his  Highnes  (liall  be  pleafed  (of  himfelfe)  to  expreffe  coa-« 
cerning  the  fame. 

3.  That  you  alfo  humbly  defire  on  our  behalfe  that 
feeing  our  former  agent  is  dead,  and  we  have  many  ene- 
mies in  the  world,  that  all  complaints  made  againft  us  by 
one  or  other  may  take  no  place  in  his  princely  bread,  but 
be  fufpended  from  all  beliefe  till  we  may  have  knowledge 
thereof  and  opportunitie  to  anfwer  for  ourfelves. 

4.  If  peace  be  concluded  betwixt  England  and  France, 
and  the  French  fortes  in  thefe  partes  included  therein,  and 
that  you  finde  a  propenfitie  in  his  Highnes  togratifie  Nevy 
England  with  the  fame,  that  you  improve  your  befl:  ia- 
terefl  and  oportunitie  for  the  obtayning  thereof,  provided 
they  be  free  from  charges  and  other  ingagemcnts. 

5.  You  are  further  hereby  defired  humblie  to  move  his 
Highnes  that  this  countrie  may  have  the  oportunitie  to 
furuifh  his  fleet  at  Jamaica  with  provifions  of  wheat,  beei,^ 
pork,  &c.  to  the  value  of  ten  or  twelve  thoufand  pounds 
per  annum,  for  bills  of  exchange  into  England,  according 
to  his  Highnes  order,  and  to  promote  the  fetling  of  a 
magazine  hecre  for  fuppiying  the  Wed  India  fleete  as 
occafion  may  require.  And  in  this  affaire,  if  you  fee  caufc 
or  necde,  you  may  improve  the  hslpe  of  Mr.  Peters,  Mr* 
Hopkins,  or  any  other  friend  of  ours,  and  may  ingage  for 
the  prices  to  our  bed  advantage,  or  as  they  gave  the  laft 
yeare, 

T  6.  If 
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6.  If  any  coirplaint  be  made  by  Mr.  Rigby  concern- 
ing our  clayme  by  virtue  ot  our  patenr,  as  intrenching 
up'JD  what  he  calls  the  proiince  of  Ligoma,  ycu  may  for 
the  prefent  make  the  bell  anfwere  you  may,  for  the  rea- 
fons  cxpreft  in  our  anfwere  given  Mr.  Cleaves  agent,  a 
copie  whereof  we  herewith  deliver  you,  which  if  it  fatisfie 
nor,  you  may  crave  liberrie  for  our  further  anfwere. 

By  the  court, 

Edward  RawfoD,  Secretaryi 

Bofton  2  3d  of  November  1655. 


CopyofanAddrefstohisHighnefsOliverCromwell. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Highnefs, 

AMIDST  the  thronge  of  important  fuirers  and  op- 
prefling  muUirude  of  occaflOIi^  of  high  concernment, 
to  accept  of  our  mod  humbV?  ihankfiiil  acknowledgment 
of  your  continued  fdvours  ro  u^  poor  exiles  in  thefe  ut- 
moft  endes  of  rhe  ear^h.  We  might  account  ic  no  little 
difadvantage  whileft  others  having  nearer  accefle  to  your 
highnefs,  and  thereby  opporrunirie  to  teltiflc  their  zeaie 
for  your  fervice,  that  we  by  our  diftance  fliould  be  dif- 
enabled  from  giving  any  orher  dem^onflrarion  than  an  an- 
niverfary  acknowledgment  of  our  obli.Ta^ion,  were  it  not 
that  your  owne  goodnes  under  God  Acre  the  fountaine 
whence  all  thefe  ftrearaes  of  boumie  have  been  derived 
unto  us,  whereby  we  are  encouraged  to  hope  as  we  have 
good  caufe  ro  befeech  for  the  continuance  thereof:  The 
want  whereof  would  be  mod  prejudicial!  if  not  deHru<ftive 
to  this  colonic,  when  the  endeavours  of  fome  may  be  to 
mifmforme  your  highnes,  by  prefenting  complaints  a- 
gaind  us,  we  having  none  to  inrercede  for  us  or  iruely  to 
reprefent  unto  )our  highnes  in  our  behalfe;  The  con- 
fideraiion  whereof,  were  not  God  our  gracious  father  in 
ihe  Lord  jefiis,  would  overwhelme  us  did  not  the  affu- 

rancs 


COLLECTION    of    PAPERS.       'in^ 

ranee  of  your  highnes  clemency  pstience  and  fin^ularaf- 
fe<rt!on  fijpport  u> ;  Bat  thac  we  naighr  not  feeme  to  be 
wanting  in  the  defence  of  our  owne  innocencie,  nor  pre- 
fume  too  far  upon  your  highnes  indulgence,  we  have  de- 
Gred  our  loving  and  honoured  friend  Capt.  John  Leveret 
to  gite  your  highnes  a  true  account  of  all  our  actings 
wherein  your  highnes  {hail  fee  caufe  to  require  fatisfac- 
tion,  not  doubtiug  but  the  clearing  of  cur  innocencie  will 
be  inoft  acceptable  to  your  highnes,  being  confident  no 
impreflion  to  the  contrarie  will  be  rcceaved,  before  we 
have  hiid  the  opportunirie  to  vindicate  the  fame  from  any 
afperfions  that  may  occafionallie  be  caft  upon  us.  We  dare 
not  prefume  further  to  detayne  yoar  highnes  from  the 
Care  of  your  more  weighrie  affaires,  the  profperous  fuc- 
ceile  whereof  is  the  dayly  prayer  of 

Your  highnes  mofl  humbly 
devoted  fervants* 

J.  Endecof,  Gov. 

R.  Belijngham,  D.  Gov. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  A4r.  PcCger  Williams 
Prefident  of  Providence  Plantations,  to  the 
General  Court  of  Magiltrates  and  Deputies 
aiTcmbled  at    Bofton. 

ProviJence,  15.  pmo.  55.  (fo  called) 
Much  honoured  Sir, 

IT  is  my  humble  and  earned  petition  unro  God  and 
you,  that  you  may  fo  be  plea  fed  \o  exercife  command 
over  your  own  fpirits  that  you  may  nor  m-nd  mvfelfe  nor 
the  Englilliof  thcfe  parrs  ^.unwonhv  with  myfelf  of  vour 
eye)  but  only  that  face  of  equitie  (Englifti  and  chriftian) 
wh'ch  I  humbly  hope  may  appeare  in  thefe  reprefcaratioas 
foilowiiig, 

T  2  Fiifl, 
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Firfl,  May  it  plcafc  you  to  remember,  that  concerning 
the  town  of  Warwick  (in  this  colonie)  there  lies  a  fuite  of 
^.2ocodammagcs  againft  you  before  his  highnesand  the 
lords  of  his  councell,  1  doubr  not  if  you  fo  pleafe  but  that 
(as  Mr.  Winflow  and  myftlf  had  well  nigh  ordered  it) 
fome  gentlemen  from  yourfelves  and  fome  from  Warwick 
deputed,  may  friendly  and  eafily  determine  that  affair  be- 
twecoc  you. 

Secondly,  The  Indians  which  pretend  your  name  at 
Warwick  and  Pawtuxet  (and  yet  live  as  barbarotifly  if  not 
more  than  any  in  the  country)  pleafe  you  to  know  their 
infolences  upon  ourfelves  and  cattell(unto/.2odammages 
per  annum)  are  infufferable  by  Englifh  fpirirs ;  and  pleafe 
you  to  give  credence  that  to  all  thefe  they  pretend  your 
name  and  affirme  that  they  dare  not  (for  offending  you) 
agree  with  us,  nor  come  to  rules  of  righteous  neighbour- 
hood, only  they  know  you  favour  us  not  and  therefore 
fend  us  for  redreffe  unto  you. 

Thirdly,  Concerning  four  Englifh  families  at  Paw-* 
tuxct,may  ic  pleafe  you  to  remember  that  two  controverfies 
they  have  long  (under  your  name)  maintained  with  us,  to 
a  conflant  obfi:ru6ting  of  all  order  and  authoritie  amongft  us. 

To  our  complaint  about  our  lands  they  lately  have  pro- 
fcfl  a  willingnes  to  arbitrate,  but  to  obey  his  bighnes  au- 
thoritie  in  this  charter,  they  fay,  they  dare  not  for  your 
fakes,  though  they  live  not  by  your  lawes,  nor  bear  your 
common  charges,  nor  ours,  but  evade  both  binder  colour 
of  your  authoii'.ie. 

Honoured  Sirs,  I  cordially  profefTe  it  before  the  mofl 
high,  that  I  believe  it,  if  not  only  they  but  ourfelves  and 
all  the  whole  country,  by  joint  confent,  were  fubje£b  to 
your  government,  it  might  be  a  rich  mercy ;  but  as  things 
yet  arc,  and  fince  it  pleafed  firft  the  parliament,  and  then 
the  lord  admirall  and  committee  for  foraigne  plantations^ 
and  fmce  the  councell  of  flare,  and  jafljy  the  lord  pro- 
te(^or  and  his  councell,  to  continue  us  as  a  diflin<Sl  colonic^ 
yea  and  fmce  it  hath  pleafed  yourfelves  by  publick  letters 
and  references  to  us  from  your  publick  courts  to  owne 

the 
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the  authoritie  of  his  Highnes  amoogft  us ;  be  pleafed  to 
coniider  how  uafuirable  it  is  for  yourfelves  (if  thefe  fami- 
lies  at  Pawtnxet  plead  truth)  to  be  the  obftru<flers  of  all 
orderly  proceedings  amoiigft  us ;  for  I  humbly  appeale  to 
your  owne  wifedomes  and  experience  how  unlikely  it  is 
for  a  people  to  be  compelled  to  order  and  common  charges, 
when  01  hers  in  their  bofoms  are  by  fuch  (feeming)  par- 
tialitie  exempted  from  both. 

And  therefore  (laftly)  be  pleafed  to  know,  that  there 
are  (upon  the  point)  but  two  families  which  are  fo  ob- 
ilrudlive  and  deftrucShve  to  an  equall  proceeding  of  civill 
order  amongll  us ;  for  one  of  thefe  4  families,  Stephen 
Arnold,  defires  to  be  uniforme  with  us ;  a  fecond  Zicharic 
Rhodes,  being  in  the  way  of  dipping  is  (potentiall))banifh- 
ed  by  you.  Only  \Vm.  Arnold  and  Wm.  Carpenter  (very 
far  allfo  in  religion  from  you,  if  you  knew  all)  they  have 
fome  coulour,  yet  in  a  late  conference  they  all  plead  that 
all  the  obdacle  is  their  oifending  of  yourfelves. 

Fourthly,  whereas  (1  humbly  conceave)  with  the  peo- 
ple of  this  colonie  your  commerce  is  as  great  as  with  any 
.  in  the  ccuntrqy,  and  our  dangers  (being  a  frontier  people 
to  the  Barbarians)  are  greater  than  thofe  of  other  colonies, 
and  the  ill  confeqnences  to  yourfelves  w^ould  be  not  a  few 
nor  fmall,  and  to  the  whole  land,  were  we  firfl  mafTacred 
or  madered  by  them.  I  pray  your  a^quall  and  favourable 
refle<fhon  upon  that  your  law  which  prohibits  us  to  buy  of 
you  all  meanes  of  our  necclTary  defence  oi'  our  lives  and 
families   (yea  in  this  moft  bloudy  and  malTacring  time.) 

We  are  informed  that  tickets  have  rarely  bene  denied 
to  any  Englifh  of  the  country;  yea  the  barbarians  (tho' 
notorious  in  lyes)  if  they  profeiTe  fubjeclion,  they  are  fur- 
nifhed  :  Only  ourfelve?,  by  former  and  larerdenyall,  feetn 
to  be  devoted  to  be  the  Indian  faambles  and  maflacres. 

The  barbarians  all  the  land  over  are  filled  with  artillerie 
and  ammunition  from  the  Dutch,  openly  and  horridly, 
and  from  all  the  Englilh  over  the  country  (by  fleaiih)  I 
know  ihey  abound  fo  wonderfully,  that  their  aflivitie  and 
infolencie  is  grown  fo  high,  that  they  dayly  confulr  and 

T  2  hope 
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hope  and  threaren  ro  render  us  flcives,  as  rhcy  long  (incc 
(and  now  moft  horribly)  have  mcide  the  Dutch. 

For  myfelfe  (as  through  Gods  goodnefs)  1  have  refufed 
thegaine  of  thoufands  by  fuch  a  nnurtherous  trade,  and 
think  no  law  yet  extant  amongfl  yourfelves  or  us  fecure 
enough  againfl  fuch  a  viliainie;  fo  am  I  loath  ro  fee  fo 
many  hundreds  (if  not  fome  thoufands)  in  this  colonic 
deftroyed  like  fools  and  beads  without  refifiance  :  1  grieve 
that  fo  much  bloud  fliould  cry  againft  yourfelves,  yea  and 
I  grieve  that  (at  this  inftant  by  thefe  iliip^)  this  cry  and 
the  premiiles  Ihould  now  trouble  his  highnes  and  his 
councell.  For  the  feafonable  preventing  of  which  is  this 
humble  addrefs  prefented  to  your  wifdome,  by  him  who 
(Jefires  to  be  Your  unfeigned 

and  faithful   fervanr, 

Roger  Williams, 
of  Providence  plantations,  prefidenf. 

Hon.  Sirs,  Since  my  letter,  it  comes  into  my  Jieart  to 
pray  your  leave  to  add  a  word  as  to  myfelfe,  viz. 
At  my  iaft  rerurne  from  England  I  prefented  your 
then  honoured  governor,  Mr.  Bellij^gham,  with  an 
order  of  the  brdsof  the  councell  for  my  tree  taking 
(liipor  Imding  ac  your  parts,  unto  which  it  pleafed 
]Mr.  Belt.ingha.Ti  to  fend  me  his  ailent  in  writing, 
I  humbly  crave  the  recording  of  it  by  yourfelves, 
leaft  forgetfnllnes  hereafter  a:;i*ine  put  me  upon  fuch 
did  re  lies  as,  God  knows,  1  fuflcred  when  1  laO:  paft 
through  your  colonic  to  oar  native  country. 


Copy  oF  a  Letter  from  Providence  Plantations   to 
the  Genera!  Comt   of  the  Malfachufetts. 

Pfovidence,  12.  3.  s^-  (^o  called) 
"^   fl  AY  it  pleafe  this  much  honoured  aflembly  to  re- 
iV /:    member   that,  as  an  officer  and   in  ihe  name, of 
Providence  Coionie,  I  prcfea:ed  you  with  our  humble  te^ 
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quells  before  winter,  unto  which  not  receaving  anfwer  I 
addrelTed  myfelfe  this  fpring  to  your  much  honoured  Go- 
vernor, who  was  pieafed  10  advife  our  fending  of  forae 
of  Providence  to  your  afTembly. 

Honoured  Sirs,  our  firft  requeft  (in  (horr)  was  and  Is, 
for  your  favourable  confideradon  of  the  long  and  lamen- 
table condition  of  the  town  of  Warwick,  which  hath  beea 
thus.  They  are  fo  dangeroully  and  (o  vexatiouily  inter- 
mingled with  the  Barbarians,  that  I  have  long  admired 
the  wonderfull  power  of  God  in  reftraining  and  preventing 
very  great  fires,  of  mutual]  flaughters,  breaking  forth  be- 
tweene  them. 

Your  wifedomes  know  the  Inhumane  infukations  of 
thefe  wild  creatures,  and  you  may  be  pieafed  alfo  to  ima- 
gine, that  they  have  not  bene  fparing  of  your  name  a.-,  the 
patron  of  all  their  wickednes  againft  our  Englifh  men, 
women  and  children,  and  cattle  to  the  yearely  dammage 
of  60,  80  and  100/. 

The  remedie  is  (under  God)  only  your  pleafure  that 
Pumham  fhall  come  to  an  agreement  with  the  towne  or 
colonie,  and  that  fome  convenient  way  and  time  be  fet  for 
thtir  removall. 

And  that  your  wifdomes  may  fee  jufl  grounds  forfuch 
your  willingnefs,  be  pieafed  to  be  informed  of  a  realitie  of 
a  folemne  covenant  betweene  this  town  of  Waiwick  and 
Pumham,  unro  which,  notwithffanding  that  he  pleads  his 
being  drawne  to  it  by  the  awe  of  his  fuperiour  Sachims, 
yet  I  humbly  offer  that  what  was  done  was  according  ta 
the  law  and  renour  of  the  natives  (I  take  ir)  in  all  New 
England  and  America,  viz.  that  the  inferiour  Sachims  and 
fubje<^s  (bal!  plant  and  remove  at  the  pleafure  of  the 
higheft  and  fupreme  Sachims,  and  I  humbly  conceave 
that  it  pleafeih  the  Mod  High  and  only  Wife  to  make  ufc 
of  fuch  a  bond  of  aurhoritie  over  them,  without  which 
ihey  could  not  long  fubfift  in  humane  focieties,  in  this  wild 
condition  wherein  they  are. 

2.  Pleafe  you  not  to  be  infenfible  of  the  flipperie  and 
dangerous  coudi[ion  of  this  their  intermingled  cohabita- 

T  4  lioD, 


a8o        COLLECTION  of   PAPERS. 

tion.  I  am  humbly  confident,  that  all  the  Englifh  towne 
and  plantations  in  all  New-England  put  together  fufFer 
not  fuch  moleflation  from  the  nacives  as  this  one  towne 
and  people.  It  is  (o  great  and  fo  opprefTive  that  I  have 
dayly  feared  the  tidings  of  foine  pul^hcke  fire  and  mifchief, 

3.  Be  pleafed  to  review  this  copie  from  the  lord  admi* 
rail  and  that  this  Englifh  towne  of  Warwick  ftiould  pro- 
ceede,  alfo  that  if  any  of  yours  were  there  planted  they 
ftiould  by  your  authoririe  be  removed.  And  we  humbly 
conceave  thar  if  the  EngliQi  (whofe  removes  are  difEculc 
and  chargeable)  bow  much  more  thefe  wild  ones, whore- 
move  with  little  more  trouble  and  daramage  then  the 
wild  beads  of  the  wildernes. 

4.  Pleafe  you  to  be  informed  that  this  fmall  neck 
(wherein  they  keepe  and  mingle  fields  with  the  Engli(h) 
is  a  very  den  of  wickednes,  where  they  not  only  practice 
the  horrid  barbarifms  of  all  kind  of  whoredoms,  idolatries 
and  conjurations,  but  living  without  all  exercife  of  a£lual 
authoritie,  and  getting  ftore  of  liquors  (to  our  griefe)  there 
is  a  confluence  and  rendezvous  of  all  the  wildell  and  molt 
licentious  natives  and  pradlices  of  the  whole  country. 

5.  Befide  fatisfac^ion  to  Pumham  and  the  former  inha- 
bitants of  this  neck,  there  is  a  competitour  who  mufl  allfo 
be  fatisfied,  another  Sachim,  one  Nawwufhawfuck,  who 
(living  with  Oufamaquin)  layes  claime  to  this  place,  and 
are  at  dayly  fewd  with  Pum.ham  (to  my  knowledge)  about 
the  title  and  lordfliipof  it.     Hoftilitieis  daily  threatned. 

Our  fecond  requeft  concern?  2  or  3  Englifh  families  at 
Pawtuxet  who,  before  cur  charter,  fubjefted  themfelves 
unto  your  jurifdic^ion.  It  is  true,  there  are  many  grie- 
vances betweene  many  of  the  towne  of  Providence  and 
them,  and  thefe  I  humbly  conceave  may  befl:  be  ordered 
to  be  compofed  by  reference. 

But  (2)  we  have  formerly  made  ouraddrefies  and  now 
doe  for  your  prudent  removall  of  this  great  and  long 
obdru6lion  to  all  due  order  and  regular  proceedings  among 
us,  viz.  the  refufall  of  thefe  families  (pretending  your 
name)  toconforn^e  with  vis  vintp  bis  Highnes  authoritie 
ampngft  us^  3.  ^o^r 
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3.  Your  wifedomcs  experimentally  know  how  apt  men 
are  to  durable  at  fuch  an  exemption  from  all  duties  and 
fcrvices,  from  all  rates  and  charges  either  with  yourfelvcs 
or  us. 

4.  This  obn:ru£lion  is  fo  great  and  conftant,  that  (with- 
out your  prudent  removall  of  it)  it  is  impoffible  that  either 
his  Highnes  or  yourfelves  can  expe£l  luch  fatisfaflion  and 
obfervance  from  us  as  we  defire  to  render. 

Laflly,  as  before,  we  promifed  fatisfadlion  to  the  natives 
at  Warwick  (and  fhall  all  poiTible  ways  endeavour  their 
content)  fo  we  humbly  ofFer  as  to  thefe  our  countrymen, 
Firfl,  as  to  grievances  depending,  that  references  may 
fettle  them.  2dly,  For  the  future,  the  way  will  be  open 
for  their  enjoyment  of  votes  and  privileges,  of  chooling  or 
being  chofen  to  any  office  in  towne  or  colonic. 

Our  third  requefl  is  for  your  favourable  leave  to  us  to 
buy  of  your  merchants  fower  or  more  barrells  of  powder 
yearcly,  with  feme  convenient  proportion  of  arti'lerie,con- 
fiderins:  our  hazardous  frontier  fituation  to  thefe  Barbari- 
ans,  who  from  their  abundant  fupply  of  armes  from  the 
Dutch  (and  perfidious  Englifh  all  the  land  over)  are  full 
of  our  artillerie,  which  hath  rendered  them  exceedingly 
infolenr,  provoking  and  threatning,  efpecially  the  inlanders 
which  have  their  fupply  from  the  fort  of  Aurania.  Wc 
have  bene  eileemed  by  fomeof  you  as  your  thornie  hedge 
on  this  fide  of  you  :  If  fo,  yet  an  hedge  to  be  maintained  : 
If  as  out  fentinells,  yet  not  to  be  difcouraged.  And  if 
there  be  a  jealoufie  of  the  ill  ufe  of  fuch  a  favour,  pleafe 
you  to  be  aiTured  that  a  credible  perfon  in  each  towne  fhall 
have  the  difpofe  and  managing  of  fuch  fupplies  according 
to  the  true  intent  and  purpofe. 

For  the  obtaining  of  thefe  our  jufl  and  neceffary  peti- 
tions we  have  no  inducement  or  hope  from  ourfelves ; 
only  we  pray  you  to  remember  that  the  matters  prayed 
are  no  way  dilhonourable  to  yourfelves  and  we  humbly 
conceave  doe  greatly  promote  the  honour  and  pleafure  of 
his  Highnes,  yea  of  the  Mod  High  dilih^  and  ladly,  fuch 

kiodaeiTes 
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klndneiTes  will  be  obligations  on  us  to  fludie  to  declare 
ourfelves,  upon  all  occalions,      Your  mofl:  humble  and 

fayihfull  fervants. 
Roger  "Williams,  Prefident. 
In  the  name  and  by  the  appointment  of 
Providence  Colony. 

Honoured  Gentlemen, 

I  pray  your  patience  to  one  word  relriting  to  myfelfe 
only.  Whereas,  upon  an  order  from  the  Lords  of 
his  Hi,^hnes  Councell,  for  my  future  fecuritie  in 
taking  (hip  and  landing  in  your  ports,  it  pleafed  your 
honoured  then  Governor  Mr.  Eellingham  to  obey 
that  order  under  his  owne  hand,  1  now  pray  the 
confirmation  of  it  from  one  word  of  this  honoured 
court  affembled. 


Copy  of  a  Letter   from    Mr.  Roger  Williams   te 
the  General  Court. 

Bofton  17.   3.  56.  (fo  called) 
May  it  pleafe  this  much  honoured  AiTembly, 

I  Do  humbly  hope  that  your  owne  breads  and  the 
publickc  fliall  reap  the  fruit  of  your  great  gentlenes  and 
patience  in  theie  barbarous  tranfadtions,  and  1  do  cordially 
promife  for  my  felfe  (and  all  1  can  perfwade  with)  ro  flu- 
die  gratitude  and  faythfulnes  to  your  fervice.  1  have 
debated  with  Pumham  (and  fome  of  the  natives  helping 
with  me)  who  (hewed  him  the  vexatious  life  he  lives  in, 
your  great  refpecl  and  care  toward  him,  by  which  he  may 
abundantly  menJ  himfelfe  and  be  united  in  fome  conve- 
nience unto  their  neighbourhood  and  your  fervice  :  But  I 
humbly  conceave  in  his  cafe  that  diet  et  qules  fanant 
hommem,  and  he  muil  have  fome  longer  breathing,  for  he 
tells  me  that  the  appearance  of  this  corapetitour  Nawwu- 
fiiawfuck  hath  ftabd  him :  May  ycu  therefore  pleafe  to 

grant 


COLLECTION   of    PAPERS-       283 

fraot  him  and  me  fome  longer  time  of  conference,  either 
until  your  next  generall  alTembling,  or  longer  at  your 
plea  fu  res. 

My  other  requefts  1  {hall  not  be  importune  to  preflc 
on  your  great  attaires,  but   fhall   make  my  addrefle  unta 
your  fecretarie  to  reccave  by  him  your  pleafurc 
Honoured  Gentlemen, 
Your  humble  and  thankfull  fervanr, 

R.  W, 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Governor  and  Magi- 
llrates  of  the  Mairachufets  to  the  CommifTioners 
of  the  united  Colonies,  and  the  Proceedings 
thereon. 

Honoured  Gentlemen, 

THE  remembrance  of  the  folemne  covenants  and  pro- 
mifes  the  united  colonies  (in  the  beginning  of  their 
combination)  made  one  with  another,  not  only  toftrengthea 
the  hearts  and  hands  each  of  other  in  appointing  and 
maintaineing  of  religion  in  its  purity,  but  alfo  to  be  alTifl- 
ing  each  to  other  where  any  deficiency  in  fuch  refpe^ls 
may  appear,  hath  putt  us  upon  the  purfuance  of  our  en- 
deavours todifcharge  our  duties  in  defireing  you  tocond- 
der  of  fome  fuch  meete  way  and  expedient,  as  where  any 
defecl  appeares  in  any  colony  in  the  right  improvement  of 
iuch  meanes  and  ordinances  as  the  Lord  hath  appointed 
all  his  to  ufe  and  improve  for  the  edification  of  the  body 
whereof  Chriil  is  the  head,  till  his  fecond  coming. 

Having  heard  fome  time  fince,  that  our  neighbour  colony 
of  Plymouth,  our  beloved  brethren,  in  a  great  part,  feeme 
to  be  wanting  to  themfelves  in  a  due  acknowledgment  and 
incouragement  to  the  miniftry  of  the  gofpell,  fo  as  many 
pyous  minifters  of  the  gofpell  have  (how  juftly  we  know 
nor)  deferted  their  flations,  callings  and  relations :  Our 
defue  is  that  fome  fuch  courfe  may  be  taken,  as  thst  a 

pyous 
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pyous  orthodox  miniflrv  may  be  reflated  amongfl  them, 
that  fo  the  flood  of  errors  and  principles  of  anarchy  (which 
will  not  long  be  kept  out  where  Satan  and  his  inftruments 
are  fo  prevalent  as  to  prevaile  to  the  crying  downe  of 
miniftry  and  mini  iters)  may  be  prevented. 

Here  hath  arrived  am^mgil  us  feveral!  perfons  profefling 
themfelves  Quakers,  fitc  indruments  to  propagate  the 
kingdom  of  Satan  ;  for  the  fecuring  of  ourfeives  and  our 
neighbours  from  fuch  pelts  wee  have  imprifoned  them  till 
they  be  difpatched  away  to  the  place  from  whence  they 
came,  one  of  which,  Richard  Smith,  wee  have  lett  out  of 
prifon  to  returne  to  his  family  at  Southampton,  whomc 
wee  hope  and  doubt  not  but  our  neigbours  of  Connecticut 
well  be  carefull  fo  to  order  it  as  he  may  doe  the  leaft  pre- 
judice. As  alfo  that  fome  generall  rules  may  be  com- 
mended to  the  feverall  jurifdi6tions  for  the  fettling  of  go- 
vernment amongft  the  Indians;  that  a  generall  law  may 
alfo  be  commended  to  the  generall  court  to  prohibit  the 
fale  of  horfes  to  Indians,  or  to  tranfport  any  mares  beyond 
the  feas  to  Barbadoes  or  otherwaife,  on  a  fevere  penaltie, 
and  that  fome  generall  rules  may  be  alfo  commended  to 
each  generall  court  to  prevent  the  comeing  in  amongft  us, 
from  forraigne  places  fuch  notorious  heretickes  as  Qua- 
kers, Ranters,  &c.  and  that  ftrong  waters  to  the  Indians 
in  all  the  jurifdidtions  may  be  forbidden,  that  the  name  of 
God  be  not  diflionoured.  Not  elfe  but  our  beft  refpe<51s 
to  you  and  earneil:  defires  that  the  bleffing  of  the  Almighty 
may  be  on  all  your  indeavours. 

Gentlemen,         Your  aflured  friends, 

Edw.  Rawfon,  fecretary. 
In  the  name  and  by  the  order 
Boflon,  2d  Sept.  1656.  of  the  generall  court. 


THE  Commiffioners  haveing  confidered  the  premiiTes, 
cannot  but  acknowledge  the  godly  care  and  zeale  of 
the  gentlemen  of  the  MaiTachufctrs  to  uphold  and  main- 

laine 
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talne  thofe  proFelTed  ends  of  comeinf^  into  thefe  parts,  and 
of  cambiaation    of  the  united   colofHcs,    which  if  not  at- 
tended in  the  particularb  aforcfaid  will  hj  rendered  wholly 
fruftrate,  our  profeffion   mifcrably  fcandeliled,  ourfelves 
become  a  reproach  in  the  eyes  of  thofe  that  cannot  with- 
out adn^iraiion  behold  our  fuddaine  defe61ion  from  our 
firif  principles  J  wee  cannot  therefore  bar  with  all  ear- 
neftnes  commend  it  to  the  wifedome  and  juflice  of  the  fe- 
verall  jurifdifiions  to  take  efte<5^uall  care  and  make  anfwer- 
able  provifion.  rhar  religion  and  the  ordinances  of  Chrill 
profelTed  ma>  be  upheld  and  maintained,  which  cannot  be 
but  by  a  due  incoisragement  of  an  able  orthodox  minlftry, 
i  difcounrenanccing  of  that  which   is  hetrodox  and  aa 
effeiSlaall  courfe  10  kecpe  out  heretickes,  the  great  engines 
of  Satan  (in  thefe  times)  to  overthrow  the  trueth,  and  be- 
caufe  this  bufmes  is  of  fuch  high  concernment  to  all,  wee 
fliall  more  particularly   impart  our  thoughts  to  ferious 
con  fidera  lion. 

T.  Firfi:,  wee  cannot  (without breach  of  charitle)  but 
take  it  for  a  thing  graunted  generally  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  united  colonies,  that  an  able  orthodox  miniftry  is  a 
precious  fruite  of  Ch  rift's  death,  refurre^ion  and  afcen- 
tioDt  and  neceffary  for  the  fpiritual  good  of  his  people, 
and  to  be  duely  fought  after  in  every  fociety  or  townflaip 
within  the  feveral  jurifdi£ltons. 

2.  i^nd  fecondly,  that  a  competent  maintenance  propor- 
tfonable  to  the  abilitie  of  the  place  and  nccellitie  of  the 
Giiniiter  is  a  debt  of  juftice  not  charitie. 

3.  Hence  thirdly,  the  miniftermayjuftly  expert  it  from 
that  focietie  and  townftiip  wherein  he  labours. 

4.  The  reference  or  relation  of  a  minifter  being  to  the 
whole  focietie  joyntly,  whether  in  church  order  or  not, 
his  expeflation  of  maintenance,  and  the  debt  of  juftice,  is 
from  the  whole  focietie  joyntly, 

5.  Although  the  focietie  may  according  to  their  dif- 
cretion  ufe  divers  wayes  to  raife  this  maintainance.  yet  if 
the  wayes  be  inefFeftual  (though  the  defeat  may  be  in  fomc 
particular  perfons)  the  focietie  cannot  be  difcharged,  hut 
k  the  debtor,  4  The 
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6,  The  ingagement  being  upon  the  focietic,  and  that 
according  to  religion  and  right  reafon.it  neceffarily  follows 
that  the  fociety  be  enabled  with  fufHcienc  power  to  dif- 
charge  it  felfe. 

7.  Therefore  the  general!  court  (hould  declare  fuch  a 
power  to  be  in  fuch  focieties,  that  there  may  be  no  pre- 
tence in  them  for  want  thereof,  and  if  any  focietie  or 
townfiiip  (ball  be  wanting,  either  out  of  negle<fi-  or  opinion, 
to  procure  and  maintaine  as  abovefaid  an  orthodoxe  mini- 
ftry  according  to  the  gofpell,  wee  conceive  (by  the  rules 
of  fcripiure  and  the  pra<ftife  not  only  of  all  chriftian  go- 
Ternments  but  even  of  heathen  who  not  only  held  their 
facra  in  veneration  but  tooke  care  of  thofe  that  had  the 
keeping  of  them  and  the  charge  of  raakin.,^  knowne  their 
miiteries)  the  feverall  generall  courts  ft  md  charged  with 
the  care  that  the  people  profeffing  chriflianific  owne  and 
live  according  to  rules  and  ordinances  of  their  proteiTion, 
and  that  the  difpenfers  of  them  be  incouraged  as  aforefaid. 
The  maintenance  of  the  miniftry  being  a  debt  of  jufticc 
from  I  he  focietie  and  the  focierie  impo  vcred  to  difchar^re 
it,  it  any  particular  perfon  fliall  be  defective  to  the  focietie 
they  ought  to  be  ordered  by  the  ordinary  courfe  of  juftice. 

Thefe  generalls  wee  ihouf^ht  meete  to  propofe,  from 
whence  wee  leave  to  the  wif^ome  ol  the  generall  court  to 
dra>  up  fuch  conclufions  and  orders  as  may  attaine  the 
end  defired.  And  if  any  of  the  members  of  the  faid  courc 
Ihould  not  concur  (at  prefent)  with  our  apprehenfions, 
wee  doe  earneftly  defire  that  by  all  meanes  they  would 
labour  to  informe  and  farisfy  themfeKes  of  the  rructh  of 
the  particulars  abovefaid,  whereof  wee  (for  our  parts)  have 
noe  doubt.  •  Wee  doe  iurther  propofe  to  the  feverall  ge- 
nerall courts  that  all  Quakers,  Rangers,  and  other  notori- 
ous hereiickes  be  prohibited  comeing  into  the  united  co- 
lonies and  if  any  fhall  hereafter  come  or  arrife  amongft 
us,  that  they  be  forthwith  fecured  or  removed  out  of  all 
the  jurifdifiions.  That  fome  fafe  provifion  be  made 
againll  felling  or  giving  ftrong  lyquors  to  the  Indians 
without  particular  and  expreffe  licence  from  fome  magi- 

ftra;e 
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flrate,  or  other  officer  iherennto  deputed,  and  that  upon 
feme  weighty  caufe  or  exigent.  And  that  noe  horfe  or 
mare,  young  or  old,  be  fould  to  any  Indian,  under  the 
penahie  of  five  for  one. 

And  as  to  the  reftrainte  of  fen(3ing  forth  or  tranfport- 
ing,  that  each  jurifdidion  be  left  to  theire  libertie. 


Copy  of  the  Cafe  of  George  Giddings  and  others 
of  Ipfwich,  referring  to  Mr.  Cobbet.* 

June  22.  1657. 
George  Giddings,  plaintiff, 

Edward  Browne,  defendant. 
In  an  a£lion  of  trefpafs  upon  the  cafe  for  entering  his 
houfe  and  fevering  his  pewter  difhes  or  platters  and 
marking  of  them. 

I  find  in  this  cafe  for  the  plaintiff. 
Damage     o — i — o 
Cofls         0—5—8 

And  the  cafe  being  of  very  weighty  concernment 
in  the  countrey  (1  conceive)  1  fiiall  expreffe  the 
groundcs  of  my  judgment. 

I  Underhand  this  to  be  about  a  fundamental!  Jaw,  and 
chat  a  fundamental!  law  properly  fo  called.  It  is  fuch 
a  law  as  thrft  God  and  narure  have  given  to  a  people.  So 
that  it  IS  in  the  ?fuit  of  rheir  governors  in  higheft  place 
and  others,  to  preierve,  but  not  in  their  power  to  take 
away   from  them. 

Of  which  fort  are  thefe,  viz. 

I.  Elecftion  of  the  fupreamc  governours. 

2.  That 

*  Mr.  Symonds  the  Juftice  who  tried  this  caufe  was  defcended 
from  an  ancient  an  honorable  family  in  Yuldham  in  EfleXjWhcre 
he  had  a  good  Eftate.  The  proceedings  are  fomewhac  fingular 
and  the  arguments  give  us  fome  idea  of  the  notions  of  govera- 
caent  prevailing  in  that  day. 
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2.  That  every  fubjefl  (hall  and  may  enjoy  what  he 
liath  a  civell  right  or  title  unto,  foe  as  it  cannot  be  taken 
from  him,  by  way  of  gift  or  loan,  to  the  ufe  or  to  be  made 
the  right  or  property  of  another  man,  without  his  owne 
free  con  fen  t. 

3.  That  fuch  lawes  (though  called  libertyes)  yet  more 
properly  they  may  be  called  rights,  and  in  thisfenfe  this 
may  be  added  as  a  third  fundamental!  law,  viz. 

That  no  cuflome  or  precedent  ought  to  prevayle  in  any 
moral  1  cafe,  that  may  appear  to  be  finnfuil  in  refpeft  of 
the  breach  of  any  law  of  piety  again  ft  the  firft  table,  or  of 
righteoufneffe  againft  the  fecond. 

And  for  brevity  fake  I  Ihall  now  forbear  to  write  fur- 
ther, and  refpite  what  1  have  more  to  fay  to  be  exprelTed 
in  another  paper,  what  doth  more  clearely  and  fully  tend 
toinlighcen  my  judgment  in  this  cafe,  ready  to  be  mani- 
felled  when  occafion  is. 

Samuel  Symonds. 

June  23.  1657. 
Edward  Browne  appealeth  from  the  fentence  in  the  cafe 
above  unto  the  next  county  court  holden  at  Salem,  and  ac- 
knowlcdgeth  himfelfe  bound  to  this  government  in  the 
fumm  ot  three  pounds  to  profecute  his  appeale  to  effecl, 
according  to  the  law  provided  about  appeales. 

Samuel  Symonds. 

At  a  generall  towne  meeting  the  25th  of  February  1655, 
Voted  to  give  100/.  toward  building  or  buying  a  houfe 
for  Mr.  Gobbet. 

This  is  a  true  coppy  taken  out  of  the  towne 
booke  June  20th   1657. 

Per  me         Robert  Lord. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  feleft  men  the  13th  of  June  1657. 

There  being  a  vote  of  the  towne  to  give  one  hundred 
pounds  toward  building  or  buying  Mr.  Gobbet  a  houfe, 
and  the  laft  feaven  men^  accordingly  proportioned  the  fame 

*  The  (kmc  with  the  Scle^oieai 
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tjpon  the  inhabifants,  and  complaint  being  made  by  the 
deacons  that  divers  refufe  10   pay  : 

It  is  therefore  ordered  by  the  now  fete^l  men  that  the 
Iharfhall,  Edward  Browne,  Ihall  and  is  hereby  impowered 
to  didrayne  upon  fuch  perions  (their  feverall  fums)  as 
refufe  or  delay  to  pay  their  proportion  to  the  hundred 
pound  by  vote  of  the  towne  given  to  Mr,  Cobbet  toward 
building  him  a  houfe. 

This  is  a  true  coppy  out  of  the  towne  booke, 
takea  the  15th  of  June  1657.     by  Robert  Lord. 

\Ve  whofe  names  are  under  written  doe  witnelTe  that 

this  order  which  is  above  expreffed  by  this  coppy  was 

our  mind  exprcfTed  by  word   to  be  entered  in  the 

towne  booke.  W.  Hobbard, 

Daniel  Warner,    John  Appleton, 

Robert  Lord. 

A  coppy  of  the  famnions. 

To  Edward  Browne  of^i|Dfwich. 

You  are  required  to  appeare  before  me  upon  the  fecond 
day  next,  at  two  of  the  clocke  after  noone,  it  being  the 
22l\  day  of  this  inftanr,  to  anfwer  the  complaint  of  George 
Giddings  in  an  aftion  of  trefpaiTe  Upon  the  cafe  for  enter- 
ing his  houfe  and  fevering  his  pewter  di(hes  or  platters  and 
marking  of  them,  and  hereof  you  are  not  to  fayle  at  your 
peril!.  Dated  the  1 6th  day  of  the  4th  month,  anno  Dom, 
1657,  Samuel  Sym.onds. 

Thefe  tcppies  written  on  both  fides  this  paper  were 
examined  by  the  originals  by  me     Samuel  Synlcnds. 

Jnne  22.  "?     A  coppy  of  the  vote  (in  the  cafe  adjudged) 
1657.     3  as   I  have   takert  it,  viz. 

Voted  to  give  toe/,  towards  building  or  buyiiig  a  houfe 
for  Mr.  Cobbet. 
'See  the  Record  1  T  Ty^HEREAS  when  t  gave  my  fentence  im 
of  the  jiidgmt  ^  V  V  the  cafe  before  me,  betweene  George 
m  the  caft.  3  Giddings  plaintiff,  and  Edward  Browne  de- 
fcndaotj  in  an  aftion  of  trefpas  upon  (he  cafe,  fcc.  I  did 
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cxprefTc  fome  grounds  of  my  judgment  to  be  feen  in  the 
records.  Now  I  (hall  add  further  what  doth  induce  me 
to  that  apprehenfion  in  the  cafe,  viz. 

Firft,  This  may  be  given  as  a  reafon,  that  it  is  againrt: 
a  fundameniall  law  in  nature  to  be  compelled  to  pay  that 
which  others  doe  give.  For  then  no  man  hath  any  cer- 
taynty  or  right  to  what  he  hath,  if  it  be  in  the  power  of 
others  (by  prercnce  of  au^hcrity  or  without)  to  give  it  away 
(when  in  their  prudence  they  conceive  it  to  be  for  the 
benefit  of  the  owner)  without  his  owne  confent. 

Secondly,  Tnis  to  me  u  fome  (IrL^n^rhning  to  induce 
my  apprehenfion  in  this  cafe,  viz.  That  noLwithflanding 
in  England,  it  cannot  be  denied,  but  that  mens  eflates  v;ere 
fometymes  unduly  taken  from  tbem  :  Some  by  force,  fome 
by  fraud,  fome  by  fmifterwrefting  of  evidences,  yea,  and 
fometimes  of  lawe  itfehe,  as  about  knighthood-money» 
fliipmoney  &c.  jer  1  dare  fay,  if  fearch  be  made  into 
hiftories,  lawyers  bookes  of  reports,  &c.  it  cannot  be  made 
to  appeare  that  in  the  mod  exorbi  a-it  times  any  man  hath 
had  his  eflate  taken  from  him  as  by  the  guift  of  others, 
under  colour  of  lawe,  or  countenance  of  authority.  Noe, 
noe,  lawyers  would  have  biuflied  to  have  given  fuch  a  con- 
flru61:ion  of  lawes;  and  fuddenly  their  faces  would  have 
waxed  pale.  For  the  Kinge  would  havebeene  too  wife  to 
have  owned  the  plea.  And  what  would  all  wife  men  have 
faid  for  fuch  taking  away  the  greated  outward  right  or 
liberty  from  them  P  For  it  may  be  underftood,  that  bene- 
volencies,  incouraging  gratuities,  leaves,  or  privy  feales, 
were  not  required  by  lawe,  or  by  pretence  of  lawe,  butde- 
fired  as  by  favour.  However  they  were  obtained  by  illc- 
gall  and  tyrannicall  meanes,  as  was  apprehended. 

This  I  fay  further,  and  I  doe  argue  it  from  the  greater 
to  the  lelie.  That  if  noe  kinge  or  parliament  canjudly 
enact  and  caufc  that  one  mans  eflate,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
may  be  taken  from  him  and  given  to  another  without  his 
owne  confent,  then  furely  the  major  part  of  a  towne  or 
other  inferior  powers  cannot  doe  it.  But  fliew  us  any 
man  that  can  produce  any  fooiflep  for  fuch  a  way,  either 
directly  or  indirectly.  But 
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But  to  the  contrary  it  appeareth  unto  me.  See  Dalton 
page  401.  where  ic  is  to  thiselfe^l.  That  the  kinge  can- 
not releafe  a  man  out  of  prifon  (being  in  at  a  private  mans 
fuit)  to  his  damage,  without  his  owne  confent.  Alfo  to  the 
fame  purpofe  Tee  Sir  Henry  Finch,  recorder  of  London,  in 
his  firlt  booke  of  lawe,  page  74,  having  ended  his  rales 
about  native  or  fundamental!  lawes,  he  faith  in  the  next 
page,  Therefore  lawes  pofuive  doe  lofe  their  force  and 
are  noe  lawes  at  all,  which  arc  diredlly  contrary  to  the 
former  viz.  native  or  fundamental!. 

The  parliament  may  tax  (and  that  juflly)  the  whole 
country  to  give  a  guift  or  reward  to  one  man  for  fome  fer- 
vice ;  for  they  are  betrufled  foe  to  doe.  The  reafon  is, 
it  is  levied  upon  the  whole  country,  with  their  confent, 
and  for  the  immediate  benefice  of  the  whole. 

But  if  they  (liould  doe  it  between  perfons  (though  they 
fhould  foe  doe  by  power,  and  the  perfon  wronged  hath 
noe  remedy  in  this  world)  yet  it  would  be  accounted  ty- 
ranny.    Is  it  not  to  take  from  Peter  and  give  it  to  Paul  ? 

If  one  man,  for  fuch  or  fuch  a  turne  or  good  end,  may 
juftly  be  deprived  of  a  fundamental!  right  or  liberty,  then 
an  other  and  an  other,  and  fo  every  man.  In  England 
there  is  but  one  fort  of  men  that  might  be  deprived  of 
their  goods;  which  fort  are  ufually  called  ilaves  but  there 
they  are  called  villeynes  to  the  lord  of  the  mannor. 

Thus  much  concerning  fundamental!  lawe,  in  reference 
to  mine  and  thine,  not  to  be  given  or  taken  away 
"without  his  owne  confent. 

But  now  to  anfwer  fome  obje<flions  that  may  be  made 
to  the  cafe  in  hande. 

Objection.  Suppofe  it  be  true  what  is  exprefled,  and 
granted  that  he  were  a  llrange  man  that  fliould  deny  the 
fame  in  the  general! :  Yet,  norwithflanding,  it  hindereth 
not  but  that  a  townc  (when  and  as  often  as  they  thinke 
good,  in  their  prudence)  may  doe  it  for  good  ends,  and  foe 
(in  fpeciall  cafes)  it  may  lawfully  be  done  in  the  particular, 
upon  the  iawe  made  pa?e  the  ptb,  that  every  inhabitant 
V  2  Jhall 
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J^all  ccntribute  to  all  charges  in  church  and  cornmonivealth 
(whereof  he  doth  or  may  receive  a  benefitt)  elfe  he  Jhall 
he  flrayned, 

Anlwer.  I  conceive  that  it  is  an  extreame  diflionouf 
cad  upon  the  general!  court,  to  make  fuch  a  conflrudlion 
of  their  pofitive  laws  as  doth  infringe  the  fundamental! 
Jaw  of  mine  and  thine ;  for  it  mud  needs  be  voyd,  if  it 
fiiould  indeed  be  neceflaryly  conftrued  againft  the  right 
or  liberry  of  the  fubje<Si:.  But  the  law  in  its  true  fenfe 
is  good. 

Before  this  recited  law  was  made,  though  fome  churches, 
or  townes  rather,  did  agree  how  much  yearely  maintenance 
the  miniiler  (liould  have,  yet  it  was  not  rated,  at  leafl  in 
any  compellable  way,  by  the  towne,  but  men  did  pay  their 
proportion  in  a  way  of  voluntary  coni.iburion.  But  fome 
(efpecially  non  members)  fome  of  them  did  grow  llacke  ; 
and  fo  the  burthen  grew  too  hevy  upon  church  members,. 
&c.  And  upon  confideration  it  was  found  lawful  I  to  make 
a  law  tocompcll  every  one  to  b^are  his  owne  fhare;  for- 
afmuch  as  by  hearing  the  word  and  publique  prayer,  &c. 
he  did  or  might  receive  a  benefitt  and  (in  a  way  of  God) 
be  received  as  a  member  with  the  reft.  And  yet  the  law  was 
framed  foe,  as  fuch  churches  as  chofe  to  goe  in  a  volun- 
tary way  of  weekly  contribution  or  foe,  might  foe  conti- 
nue, notwithdanding  this  law,  as  fome  churches  in  this 
country  doe  to  this  day. 

But  for  the  right  underdan.'ing  of  the  word  benejitt  in 
the  law,  it  is  worthy  the  confideration  or  attendance,  that 
benefit  and  ueceiTary  duty  mud  goe  together.  The  law 
both  of  God  and  the  country  doth  require  people  to  goe  to 
the  meeting  for  publique  wordiip. 

But  it  is  not  underdood  that  any  law  doth  provide  that 
every  towne  diall  buy  or  build  a  houfe  for  the  minider 
as  often  as  there  is  a  removall  by  death  or  oiherwife,  i 
mean  to  be  his  in  propriety. 

Let  us  a  little  examine  thepoynt  o^  benefitt  that  a  man 
doth  or  may  receive,  as  a  motive  to  fuch  a  cifc. 

Firft, 
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Firft,  fuppofe  or  admitr  the  giver  (compelled  by  the  a£l 
of  oihers  againll  his  will)  ilioiild  gaine  twenty  fold  there- 
by, viz.  by  the  ufe  ot  fuch  a  fmith,  or  perfgn  obtained  into 
towne,  yet  that  doih  nothing  at  all  warrant  the  a^. 

And  if  you  (hould  onely  conhder  inarter  of  bemfut 
(not  at  all  in  this  confideration  minding  ihe  poynt  of  law- 
fullneffe  or  unlawfullneire  in  being  compelled  to  pay) 
though  it  be  not  material  to  the  cafe  (as  hath  been  fayd) 
whether  it  be  henefitt  or  not  in  this  reipefl,  yet  then  the 
other  way  voted  by  the  towne,  viz,  for  the  miniftry,  accor- 
ding to  the  law  provided,  (by  To  generall  if  not  univerfal! 
confcnt)  is  to  be  compared  with  this  way  now  ftrayned 
for,  to  underfland  which  way  turnes  the  fcale  for  matter 
of  benefit. 

He  that  layeih  downe  a  fumm  of  money  in  hand  for 
worke  to  be  done,  gives  juft  occafion  for  others  to  take 
into  the  confideration  whether  a  mans  life  be  foecertayne 
or  his  continuance  in.  the  place  and  worke  is  made  fo  fure 
as  that  it  is  a  henefitt.  to  goe  in  that  way  rather  than  in  the 
other  :  For  in  any  matter  of  this  kind,  rightly  to  underfland 
whether  foe  or  foe  h^z,  henefitt,  yea  or  noe,  both  the 
prefentand  future  arguments  muft  be  weighed  together. 

Obj.  But  if  any  (hould  obje6i:and  fay  there  is  noe  com- 
parifon  betweene  the  henefitt  that  arifeth  by  the  minifters 
function  amongft  people  and  externall  temporall  goods,  &c. 

Anf  It  is  fully  granted  in  ons  fenfe,  but  not  in  the 
{tn^Q  of  our  enquiry.  Here  externall  henefitt  (in  the 
comparifon)  is  the  thing  conliderable,  as  that  the  labourer 
is  worthy  of  his  hire. 

For  iF  the  objefler  (hould  have  men  otherwife  to  under- 
fland the  matter  of  henefitt,  he  mud  alter  his  mind  upon 
this  confideration  :  Whoever  doth  but  ride  through  the 
rowne<  and  the  people  being  met  at  that  tyme,  the  (Iranger 
comes  in  and  fpeaks  fome  heavenly  truths  amongft  them  i 
Is  not  this  of  greater  value  than  all  the  lands,  houfes  and 
cattle  in  the  towne  ?  And  is  it  therefore  legall  and  bind-- 
iqg,  if  ihe  major  part  prefent  doe  give  him  10©  If 

V3  Obj, 
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Obj.  But  the  law  urged  fol.  9.  expreiTeth  civlll  charges 
as  well  as  ecclefiaflicall;  therefore,  though  it  were  a  mif- 
Tbis  is  quite  ^^^^^  ^^  ^'"^^  commonwcahh  (o  to  interpret 
contrary  to  the  general!  fentences  in  pofitive  or  court  lawes; 
rules followicg  this  law  (fo  interpretec)  will  leave  them  our, 
fcnmerpreta-  if  a  towne  or  (ckCt  men  (liall  thereupon  give, 
tationotlaws  and  accordingly  rate  and  diftrayne  fuch  as 
never  con  fen  red  to  their  ailing,  to  one  good  ditcher  foe 
much  over  and  above  his  allowance  for  his  workc  by  the 
rodd..  &c.  Such  a  fmith  foe  much,  &c.  For  it  is  to  the 
henrjitt  oF  tije  towne  to  incourage  them  to  flay,  and  fo  be 
content  to  take  (he  lefle  wages. 

Anfw.  Amongft  200  inhabitants  in  a  lownc,  whereof  a 
matter  of  fix,  or  foe,  be  worth  2000I.  a  piece,  the  reft  doe 
perceive  that  the  fix  rich  men  uichin  a  yeare  will  remove 
their  eftatcs  out  of  to^Ane.  I  he  towne  having  a  general! 
meeting  doe  give  300I.  to  the  prefent  miniiter,  that  the 
proportion  of  the  eflates  of  fuch  ricn  men  may  eafethem- 
felves  for  the  fuiure  :  Ir  is  in  confi.ieration  of  his  flaying 
amongfl  us  and  as  part  of  his  yearly  maintenance  and  for 
advancing  the  lands  of  the  towne  in  generall,  either  tolett 
out  or  fell  for  fuch  as  come  into  towne  after  fuch  a  fumm 
)ayd  down  in  hand  before  the  worke  be  done.  And  who 
can  deny  but  the  rich  men  doe  or  may  receive  a  benefitt,  or 
{omt  ienefitt  (at  the  leafl)  thereby,  namely,  by  the  word 
of  God  preached,  before  they  doe  remove  tbeire  eflate^ 
out  of  towne. 

Afrer  this  there  is  another  tax  raifed  by  the  towne 
(^here  being  20  of  good  eflate  though  nor  neare  the  firfl) 
for  iome  good  end,  &c.  and  there  are  divers  valuable  con- 
fiderations  held  forth,  them  thereunto  moving,  at  lafl  the 
few  riche  men  begin  to  perceive  that  they  being  few  ia 
number  fliall  be  levelled,  and  yet  comfort  themfelves  that 
they  cannot  be  made  flaves  in  this  countrey  :  For  though 
they  be  thus  deprived  of  their  eflates,  yet  they  have  the 
vords  of  a  law  for  them  ;  and  if  all,  in  a  manner,  fnould 
be  thus  waded,  yet  there  is  fuch  a  way  toeafe  them  again. 

Thus  much  touching  the  matter  of  benefHt  conflrued 
and  urged  by  the  law,  fol.  9,  AboMt 
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About  a  bargain  or  contract. 

Obj.  Suppofe  ic  ihould  be  endeavoured  to  be  made  a 
bargain,  &c. 

Anf.  It  is  no  matter  to  the  cafe  inqneflion  :  For  though 
it  be  in  the  pov/er  of  a  perfon  or  of  many  (each  perfon  con- 
fenting)  to  make  a  bargain  never  To  much  to  his  owne  lofle, 
yet  he  or  they  muff  be  holden  to  it:  Butotherwifeit  is 
with  a  derived  power  or  truft,  bein^  a  fociety  ;  for  they 
have  not  fuch  an  unlimited  domination  over  other  mens 
eifates  or  perfons ;  For,  fetting  afide  the  confideration  of 
the  fundamental!  law  (before  fufficiently  fpoken  unro)  ihey 
are  limited  by  ftatute  law.  And  fuch  bargains  as  bind  the 
non  confenters  muft  be  juft,  raiionall,  and  the  termes  or 
conditions  alfo  expreffed  and  certayne  ;  If  any  of  tliefe 
fayle  noe  law  will  bind  them. 

This  is  knowne,  that  upon  motions  in  towne  meetings 
and  other  companies,  fome  ufe  one  argument  or  motive, 
fome  another.  Somie  are  moved  with  one  argument  or 
ccjifideration  in  his  mind,  fome  with  another.  And  is  the 
rule  to  feeke  then  (or  onely  foe  in  this  cafe)  what  is  the 
way  of  nations  to  underhand  the  mind  of  the  company  ? 
Mud  not  recourfe  be  had  to  the  record  P 

In  the  cafe  in  queftion,  doe  the  agitations  end  in  a  bar- 
gain, or  in  a  gift  P  Whatever  the  motives  were  that  did 
incline,  &c.  if  fo  expreffed  in  terraes,  it  is  hard  worke  to 
add  thereunto  or  to  alter  therefrom, 

If  it  were  fo,  that  any  man  were  not  capable  to  receive 
a  gift,  it  might  have  fome  colour  to  be  interpreted  to  be  a 
bargain,  or  contrail. 

But  if  it  be  an  equal!  or  rational!  thing  to  have  pay  laid 
downe,  or  urged  to  be  laid  downe  afore-hand,  where  a  call 
of  God  is  acknowledged  by  accepting  and  taking  office 
before.  And  befides  the  knowledge  of  the  yearely  falary. 
knowing  aifo  that  the  place  was  willing  to  expend  150/. 
to  buy  or  build  a  houfe  for  the  ufe  of  the  miniilry,  which 
during  his  abode  there  he  was  to  dwell  in. 

And  when  there  are  noe  certayne  conditions  that  doe 

provide,  in  cafe  he  die  or  remoove  within  ^ne  yeare,  or 

V  4  PQQ 
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one  month,  his  executor  to  retiirne  parr  of  it  to  the  towne, 
or  when  there  is  no  fuch  conditions,  nor  any  at  all  expreft- 
<pd,  and  onely  one  party  knowne  to  confcnt,  and  that  as  they 
have  done,  whether  this  can  be  called  a  juil  and  binding 
conrracft  or  bargain,  yea  or  noe,  or  any  at  ail,  let  the  world 
judge. 

And  certayne  fuch  as  plead  on  the  now  defendants  party 
mud  fay  it  is  either  a  gift  or  a  bargain.  If  this  be  endea- 
voured to  be  a  bargain  or  contracSl:,  it  is  a  very  blind  bar- 
gain, as  they  fay,  which  (afting  upon  oath)  1  could  not 
allow.  If  a  gift  (for  there  may  be  motives  and  high  con- 
fideraiions  in  the  minds  of  the  granters  to  give  as  well  as 
to  conclude  a  bargain)  then  it  doth  not  bind  fuch  as  doe 
not  confent  to  be  forced  to  pay  what  doe  move  other  men 
to  giveaway  out  of  rheir  eilares. 

So  much  about  the  matter  of  contncftor  confideration. 

Now  a  little  about  interprecarion  of   lawes  and  of  rules 
to  be  attended  therein. 
Let  us  not  (here  in  New-England)  defpife  the  rules  of 
the  learned  in  the  lawes  of  England,  who  have  both  great 
helps  and  long  experience, 

1.  Firft  rule  is,  that  where  a  law  is  fuch  as  that,  by 
wrefting,  a  man  may  give  fuch  an  interpretation  as  will 
overthrow  it,  when  it  tnight  be  conftrued  to  be  good; 
this  is  a  corrupt  interpretation.  So  holy  fcripture  may 
be  wrefted. 

Finch  p. 33.  Jf  repugnant  to  fundamental!  law,  its  voydj 
in  his  booke  as  if  it  gives  power  to  take  j^way  an  eftate  irom 
of  law.        one  man  and  give  it  to  another. 

It  is  then  confonant,  if  it  be  tpcompell  men 
^^  ^^'  to  pay  neceflary  duties  iq  church  and  common 
wealthe,  as  yearely  mamtenance. 

2.  Another  rule  is  about  equality.  Hence  where  a  com- 
pany in  truft  doth  acfi,  if  any  will  imply  conditions  (noe  way 
p  exprefl)   yer,   to  hold  forth  any  color  oF  binding, 

they  muft  be  knowne  to  be  equall  and  certaine  j 
though  a  datuie  law  fliouid  provide  or  expreffe  mifchief- 
oufly.  See  his  words  at  large,  juftly  applyable  as  is  expre/Tedo 

3.  Anochff 
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3.  Another  rule  appcareth  to  this  efFeft.  That  where 
DaltoQ  ^  P^*"^*^^  ^s  ^^^^  ^^  ^  private  mans  fuit,  and  put  in 

p     oj^  prifoa  upon  execution,  the  king  cannot   pardon 
that  impriionment  without  the  confent  of  the  party 
pit.  and  the  reafon  is  there  given  ;  for  it  is  in  lieu  of 
damage  to  the  party,  as  hath  been  touched  before. 

4.  The  law  conffrueth  things  with  equity  and  modera- 
Finch  ^'^^  ^  ^^^  therefore  reftrayneth  a  generall  a£i:,  if 

page '5.  there  be  any  mifchief  or  inconveniency  in  it. 

So  far  touching  rules  for  interpretation  of  laws, 

Quefl:.  By  the  way  :  Seeing  there  is  fo  much  fpoken 
^bout  fundamental!  lawes  and  interpretations,  what  may  be 
the  difference  bet weene  the  late  Earle  ofStraffords  inter- 
pretations and  adings  again  ft  fundamental!  lawes,  and  forac- 
times  thofe  of  other  men  P 

Anfw.  Although  in  fome  things  materially  they  (hould 
be  the  fame,  yet  formally  they  are  not,  or  may  not  be  fo. 

The  Earle  of  Straffords  a6ling  was  found  to  be  a  trea- 
cherous and  perfidious  attempt  to  alter  and  fubvert  the 
frame  of  polity. 

So  there  were  thefe  particulars  in  it,  viz.  Firft,  his  end 
was  naughr.  adly,  He  a£led  arbitrarily  againft  fuch  lawes* 
3dly,  It  was  done  perndioufly,  it  being  done  willingly. 

But  others  afling  againft  fundamenrall  law,  charity  con* 
ftrueth  that  their  end  they  ayme  at  is  good.  Secondly, 
their  arbitrary  conftru61ion  (where  it  is  fo)  may  be  through 
ignorance,  or  through  waut  of  notice  taking  of  fuch  rules 
for  interpretation  of  Jaws  as  are  expreffed  in  the  lawyers 
bookes. 

precedents  and  judgments  in  courts. 

Although  there  had  been  noc  precedent  in  the  like  cafe, 
yet  1  ought  (1  conceive)  to  have  judged,  in  the  cafe  in 
queftion,  according  to  the  rules  aforegoing  :  Notwithftand- 
ing,  1  grant  that  what  I  find  to  have  beenejudged  already 
and  afted,  both  juftly  and  honourably,  1  ought  to  be  the 
mQrc  (jonfiraied  thereby, 

-  la 
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1.  In  Ipfwich,  fome  years  fince^the  town  greatly  wanted 
a  good  chirurgeon,  &c.  and  the  inhabitants  then  generally 
being  defirous  of  fuch  a  perfon  to  inhabite  amongft  us ; 
the  chiefe  fort  confulted  how  to  efFc6l  it.  It  muft  cod 
above  50/  to  bring  it  about. 

It  was  concluded  that  it  could  not  be  juflly  done  by  way 
of  rate,  but  each  mans  name  being  drawne  out  (according 
to  a  rate)  fuch  as  were  willing  did  fignify  the  fame, and  the 
reft  were  left  to  ufe  their  liberty. 

2.  I  am  informed  and  doe  partly  remember  it,  that  fome 
yeares  fince  there  was  a  fix  acre  lott  in  IpO^'ich  purchafed 
for  Jeffery  Snelling ;  but  fome  of  the  inhabitants  confented 
not :  It  came  at  laft  to  a  fuite  in  Ipfwich  court,  and  it  was 
found  againil  the  towne,  bccaufe  by  law  they  could  not 
give  away  any  mans  eilate  againd  his  owne  content,  not- 
withftanding  the  confiderations  and  motions  inducing. 

And  admitt  there  were  not  fuch  weighty  confiderations 
cr  benefittas  in  fome  other  cafe  there  may  be,  the  degree 
is  not  the  poynt ;  for  majus  et  minus  7:on  variant  fpec'iem. 
Ambrofe  Leach  the  feller  of  the  land.  Daniell  Clarke 
was  fued. 

3.  There  is  yet,  I  conceave,  a  concluding  argument 
(in  the  like  cafe)  in  the  generall  court,  I  referr  to  the  re- 
cord itfelfe  (but  till  an  underflanding  man,  then  an  inhabi- 
tant of  Weymouth,  (as  I  am  informed)  mentioned  it  fince 
the  paffing  of  my  fentencc  in  the  cafe  in  queftion)  it  was 
out  of  my  mind. 

I  remember  the  fubflance  of  it,  and  I  fuppofe  fo  doe 
many  more.  That  towne  of  Weymouth  did  generally 
9gree  to  provide  an  houfe  and  meet  accommodations  for 
This  cafe  was  ^^^  "^^  °^  ^^^  miniftry,  to  remaine  for 
tried ata county  pofterity.  The  matter  came  into  the  ge- 
court  at  Bofton,  nerall  court.  Mrs.  Richards  flood  out,  and 
and  found  a-  not  many  (if  any  more  befides)  and  although 
gainft  Che  town,  the  court  did  foe  well  like  their  ayme,  or 
the  thing  (in  itfelfe  confidered)  as  may  by  and  by  appeare, 
yet  it  v/as  judged  in  court  that  they  could  not  juftly  im- 
pofe  payment  upone  one,  or  more  perfons,  not  coufenting. 

One 
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One  Dyer  was  then  deputy  of  that  towne,  and  did  profe- 
cote  in  behalfe  of  ihe  towne  :  Yet  herein  the  court  gave  a 
teilimony  of  their  good  liking  in  rcfpe£l  of  the  townes 
intent,  viz.  in  that  way  to  provide  for  the  miniftry.  And 
Page2o  accordingly  the  law  was  framed,  and  enadted  for 
the  future,  that  very  court. 

This  provifion  was  not  to  give  away,  but  to  remaine 
topofterity,  and  the  like  provifion  was  for  every  lowne 
in  the  country ;  and  that  which  a  great  parr,  if  not  rhc 
greater  part,  of  Ipfwich  havedefired  and  dollill  (land  for. 

Obj.  But  it  may  yet  further  be  obje<fi:ed.  That  the  two 
wayes,  viz.  of  giving  a  fume,  100/.  more  or  lefTe,  and 
that  of  laying  out  150/.  for  the  miniflry,  whereby  the 
prefent  minifter  fhould  have  the  benefitt  and  ufe  during 
his  life  (if  he  (1-ayed  in  the  place  which  he  had  formerly 
accepted)  and  after  him  the  fame  to  remaine  to  poflericy 
for  the  ufe  of  the  miniflry,  which  were  bell:  is  confidera- 
ble,  &c.  Now  feeing  the  greater  part  doth  choofe  rather 
the  latter  way,  by  a  mnjor  voce,  what  great  matter  if  the 
other  part  doth  nor  yield  to  it?  or  why  fhould  they  not 
yet  yield  to  it,  for  the  firft  way  feems  to  tende  moft  to 
peace,  and  there  is  lefle  prefent  expence  about  it,  &c. 

Anfw.  The  anfwer  to  this  is,  we  are  not  now  upon  per- 
fwafive  arguments,  what  is  leaf!:  expence,  &c.  cr  what  may 
be  fuppofed  to  tend  raoft  to  peace,  or  upon  a  thing  to  be 
done  :  But  I  am. to  judge  the  cafe  according  tojufticeand 
right,  upon  what  is  already  done  j  wherein,  according  to 
niy  oath  and  trufl,  I  am  not  torefpe61  perfons  in  judgment. 

Obj.  But  pofTibly  fome  will  yet  further  objedl:  that  it 
was  done  in  parr  of  his  maintenance. 

Anf.  This  is  fpoken  unto  already.  How  can  this  be 
part  of  that  contrail  which  was  fome  fix  weeks  before, 
viz.  that  he  lliould  have  80/.  per  ann.  for  his  maintenance, 
and  a  houfe  was  procured  for  him  for  the  prefent,  and  a 
vote  palfed  to  pay  15c/.  to  provide  for  hiirj  during  his 
being  in  the  place,  and  then  to  leave  it  for  fuch  an  end,&c. 
efpecially  the  matter  being  foe  variouHy  propounded  and 
agreed  as  each  man  thought  good  ia  the  meeting  houfe. 

Some 
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Some  faying  ro  this  effect  (ro  promote  a  guift)  that  the 
minifler  would  not  flay  unlcfs  he  had  foe  much  to  buy  or 
build  a  houfe  for  himfelfe  in  propriety.  Oihers  did  ad- 
here to  the  former  way  agreed  upon.  Againe,  fome  fay- 
ing it  were  befl  to  procure  a  fum  by  way  of  fubfcription, 
viz.  to  put  it  to  men  to  give  as  the  arguments  did  move 
them,  in  a  voluntary  way.  Others  that  ir  might  bevoted,^^c. 

All  this  while  noe  demandant  prefent  nor  noe  authority 
to  this  day  appearing  to  ndention  much  lefTe  to  conclude 
a  bargain  or  contradl:. 

Bur  [he  refulr  of  all  motions  and  arguments  was  to  give 
loo/.  as  it  is  exprelTed  in  the  record.  From  which  I  dare 
uoi  in  any  wife  in  point  of  jultice  receed. 

Obj.  Laftly,  if  it  be  obje^led  that  in  that  there  was  foe 
great  a  fume  given  or  granted  it  may  flumble  the  bufines, 
but  had  there  beene  a  matter  of  half  of  it  or  leffe  it  would 
have  been  held  good. 

Anf.  However  too  often  it  falls  out  in  the  world  that 
fmaller  injuries  or  errors  arc  paded  by,  being  done  by  the 
hands  of  fuch  as  have  power  in  their  hands  and  fpeciaily 
ifaclsd  by  fuch  as  are  in  fupreme  authority,  yec  fuch  act- 
ings were  but  a  crooked  or  lefbian  rule  to  jaftify  an  a£l 
thereby.  Will  it  not  be  yeelded  that  majus  &  ?ninus  non 
variant fpeciem  f  If  the  major  part  can  juftly  give  away 
one  pound,  by  the  fame  reafon  loo/.  yea  looo/.  If  one 
acre  of  another  mans  ground,  his  orchard  alio,  yea  his 
farme  as  well.  And  that  although  a  parliament  or  general! 
court  cannot  doe  it. 

Such  as  promifTe  a  guift  it  behoves  them  in  poynt  of 
confcience  to  make  payment  (and  they  only  it  is  conceived) 
though  not  as  vote  of  the  towne,  but  as  each  particular 
mans  promifTe  doth  binde  himfelf. 

Quefl.  If  it  be  demanded  whether  there  be  any  diffe- 
rence detweene  difpofmg  mens  eflates  by  way  of  guift 
(under  colour  of  law  and  countenance  of  authority)  unto 
other  men  againfl  or  without  the  confent  of  the  owners 
and  the  dodlrine  of  levellifme. 

Anf, 
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Anf.  It  may  be  anfwered  (I  conceive)  to  this  effe^,  vix. 
That  of  ihe  levellers,  though  wicked  and  abfurd,  yet  it  is 
as  yet  but  do61rinall  (I  thinke)  but  this  kinde  of  tranfpofe- 
ing  mens  eftates  is  both  do6lrinall  and  pra61icall  alfoe,  and 
foe  leadeth  more  dire<5lly  to  tirannyas  it  feemeth. 

Secondly,  Leveilifme  (I  take  it)  reacheih  but  to  the 
eflate,  &c.  But  this  (if  accounted  legall)  men  may  for  a 
debt  foe  obtained  (as  in  other  cafes)  upon 'execution  for  a 
debt  inforce  the  perfon  to  prlfon,  or  expofe  him  to  be 
fould  to  make  payment. 

Qued.  But  what  if  there  bean  interpretation  put  upon 
the  words  of  the  records^  and  call  it  a  contraft,  will  not 
this  help' the  matter. 

Anf.  This  liberty  to  interprett  a6ls  or  records  againfi 
the  playne  words  thereof  (if  it  be  a  help)  1  fuppofe  it  is  to 
make  the  matter  v/orfe  in  this  refpedi  (if  worfe  can  be) 
then  the  do6lrine  of  leveilifme,  for  by  their  doflrine  (I 
thinke)  a  man  may  underfland  what  they  meane  by  their 
words,  and  their  words  are  ufed  (its  likely)  in  one  fence. 

But  this  kinde  of  liberty  of  interpreting  feems  to  coun- 
tenance and  ftrengthen  the  opinion  of  the  fcepricks,whick 
makes  all  things  true,  and  foe  indeed  nothing  true  or  cer- 
layne.  Hence  when  an  ad:  will  ferve  the  lurne  let  the 
words  (land,  elfe  take  liberty  to  interpret  them  for  their 
purpofes. 

If  this  kind  of  liberty  be  good,  either  to  conflrue  laws 
(provided  for  necclTary  payments)  or  turning  guifts  into 
contrafls  (as  men  pleafe)  then  indeed  it  is  all  one  whether 
both  parties  be  prefent  when  the  bufines  is  in  hand  or 
not.  And  though  it  was  wont  to  be  lawe  that  a  bargain, 
whether  it  proveth  gaynfuU  or  loofmg,  yet  being  made 
binde;h  both  parties.  But  had  this  vote  beene  for  20/, 
(or  foe)  inftead  of  100/.  would  it:  be  interpreted  good, 
binding  and  difanulling  of  the  vote  for  the  150/f  But  this 
was  intended  doubtlels  by  fome,  namely  by  granting  a 
new  fume  to  change  or  repeale  the  a<5l  for  ihe  former 
way  agreed  on,  according  to  the  lawe  and  the  townes  con- 
tentment, though  herein  alfoe  they  did  miflake,  for  there 

appeareih, 
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appeareth  to  be  noe  vote  to  difacull  the  former.  Soe 
that  if  there  were  divers  more  graunts  or  gifts  in  this  kind, 
they  were  all  additionall,  and  would  all  be  gotten  by  fuic 
and  diflrcfle,  and  if  this  may,  juftly  be  obtained  by  lawe. 

The  queftion  unto  this  court  is  annexed  under  the  hand 
of  the  clerk  of  Salem  court. 

It  being  framed  in  one  queftion  by  Salem  court,  it  doth 
confift  of  a  compound  axiome. 

Upon  viewing  whereof  1  finde  the  paper  to  contayne 
two  queftions  diflindliy  taken. 

1.  Firft,  Whether  the  vote  doth  binde  all  or  any  of  the 

inhabitants  of  the  faid  towne  to  pay    any  thingc 
towards  the  faid  loo/. 

2.  Secondly,  Whether  fuch  as  voted  not  but  are  and  were 

unwilling  may  be  compelled  thereunto,  yea  or  noe  i* 

The  firft  of  thefe  doth  not  concerne  fuch  as  refufe  to 
pay  or  are  defendants  in  the  cafe  originally  :  Save  that  they 
are  bound  to  defire  that  matters  may  be  rightly  underflood 
and  judged.  Nor  doubting  but  the  court  feeth  a  manifefl 
difference  betweene  a  mans  being  bound  in  private  con- 
fcience  to  performe  his  owne  promiiTe,  and  being  legally 
bound  by  a  vote  of  a  towne.  For  a  towne  or  court  cannot 
or  need  not  diftinguifh  of  particular  perlons  who  is  for  the 
affirmative,  who  not.  But  how  many,  &c.  Its  the  vali- 
dity of  a  major  part's  vote  is  in  queftion  ;  not  the  perfonail 
vote  of  this  man  or  of  that. 

The  latter  doth  properly  concerns  the  faid  defendanrs. 
For  payment  whereunto,  or  accordingly,  they  are  fued 
and  their  goods  diftreyned.  And  the  cafe  is  now  come 
to  this  court  for  refolution. 

The  order  of  the  towne  of  Ipfwich,  its  proceeding  in  re- 
ference to  the  anfwers  in  queftion  was  to  this  efFe^l,  viz. 

At  a  meeting  in  Ipfwich  O6^ober  ^s^  about  the  tyme  of 
Mr.  Cobbetts  coming  to  towne,  there  was  a  vote  paft  to 
pav  8o/.  per  ann.  for  his  maintenance. 

Alfoe 
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« 

Alfoe  there  was  another  vote  of  the  towne  expreffing 
their  willingnes  to  difburfe  a  fume  not  exceediog  150A 
to  provide  for  the  miniflry. 

And  there  was  a  meeting  of  the  towne  in  February 
following  (being  about  fix  weekes  after  Mr.  Cobbeti  was 
ordayned)  upon  much  agitarion  to  and  fro  there  was  a 
vote  pad  in  thefe  words,  viz.  Voted  by  the  towac  to 
give  100/.  to  buy  or  build  a  houfe  for  Mr.  Cobbetc. 

-It  is  conceived  that  the-view  hereof  doth  afford  argu- 
ment for  further  clearing  and  confirming  (if  need  were) 
of  what  is  argued  for  in  this  paper. 

To  conclude  this  matter,  I  thank  God,  I  am  for  ordi- 
nances both  in  church  and  common  wealth  j  and  confe- 
quenciy  for  due  meanes  for  the  upholding  of  them  (and 
doe  account  it  not  onely  a  great  wickednes  to  be  contrary- 
minded,  but  extreme  folly  and  madnes)  and  I  thinke  it 
tends  to  the  honour  of  them,  when,  in  reference  there- 
unto, provifion  is  made  either  in  a  voluntary  or  elfe  in  a 
way  of  compulfion,  grounded  upon  fuch  principles  as  both 
here  and  in  other  nations  will  be  owned  as  juft  and  equal!. 

I  doe  fometymes  remember  what  is  faid  of  Levy.  la 
poynt  of  right  and  truth,  he  tooke  noe  notice  of  father 
or  mother.  And  that  is  the  way  to  eftablifh  love  and 
peace  in  this  our  Ifrael.  And  the  holy  fcripture  doth 
oblige  the  dodlrine  and  pra^ice  of  piety  according  to 
the  firft  table,  and  of  diflributive  juftice  in  the  fecond, 
both  exprefsly,  or  by  neceffary  confcquen.ce,  at  the  hands 
of  fuch  as  are  called  to  difpence  the  fame,  though  they 
lake  not  oath  foe  to  doe. 

It  is  fuppofed  that  noe  man  is  come  to  New  England 
to  have  his  goods  given  and  taken  from  him,  unto,  or  for 
what  good  end,  or  under  what  pretence  foever. 

If  this  (hould  be  confirmed  for  good  law;  henceforth 
then  (I  conceive)  there  will  be  noe  more  need,  or  little, 
to  make  any  more  propofitions  for  voluntary  contri- 
butions. 

Voce 
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Vote  of  the  General  Court. 

AT  a  generall  yearly  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  df 
the  towne  of  Ipfwich  25  Feb.  1655,  yoted  to  give 
one  hundred  pounds  towards  building  or  buying  a 
houfe  for  Mr.  Cobbett, 

The  Queftion  being  put,  Whether  this  vote  doth  bind  aU 
or  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  towne  to  pay  any 
thing  towards  the  faid  100/.  and  whether  fuch  as  are 
unwilling  may  be  compelled  thereunto  or  no  ?  The 
deputies  on  a  hearing  of  the  reafons  alleaged  on  both 
fides,  and  on  ferious  confideration  of  the  fame,  have 
rcfolved  in  the  negative,  with  reference  to  the  judg- 
ment of  our  honoured  magiftrates  heereia. 

«oih  8th  1657.  William  Torrey^  Cleric. 

The  magiftrates  coufent  not  heereto. 

Edward  Rawfon,  Secretary. 

To  the  honoured  Generall  Court  now  alTembled. 

WHEREAS  it  hath  pleafcd  God  in  the  way  of  his 
providence  to  exercife  the  lowne  of  Ipfwich  with 
great  troubles,  by  removing  thofe  reverend  elders  which 
they  formerly  enjoyed,  it  plealed  God  in  our  ftraits  by 
the  help  of  our  honoured  Governor,  Deputy  Governor 
and  feverall  of  the  reverend  FilJers,  to  provide  for  us  an 
able  helpe  in  the  worke  of  the  Lord  among  us,  our  reVi 
paftour  Mr.  Th.  Cobbet,  whom  now  at  prefent  we  enjoy; 
After  he  was  come  amongft  us,  we  came  in  a  church- 
meeting  to  confider  how  to  provide  for  his  maintenance, 
in  which  we  conceive  a  houfe  muft  be  provided  for  him. 
Then  the  cafe  came  to  be  propounded  to  the  towne  in  a 
generall  towne-meeting,  where  being  fome  agitations  about 
it,  there  paffed  a  vote,  which  is  here  exprefTed. 

Voted  to  give  too/,  towards  the  building  or  buying  a 
houfe  for  Mr.  Cobbet. 

Which  vote  was  full  and  cleare;  and  afterwards  there 
was  a  proportion  made  by  the  feleflmen  of  the  towne 
upon  the  feverall  inhabitanis.  But  there  being  diverfe  of 
them  that  refufed  to  pay  their  proportion,  the  deacons 
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came  to  confider  with  the  fele^lraen  what  to  do  about  if, 
and  they  ordered  ihe  marfliall  to  diftreine  one,  or  two. 
He  was  fued  in  an  aflion  of  trefpaife  before  our  honoured 
magiflrate  Mr.  Samuel  Symonds,  from  whofe  judgment  he 
appealed  to  Salem  court ;  where  the  panyes  appearing, 
were  defired  by  the  court  to  ccafe  profecution  and  to  Ice 
the  queftion  be  dated  by  the  court  and  prefented  to  the 
generall  court.  Which  was  accordingly  confented  untot 
Which  v/e  humbly  intrcat  this  honoured  court  to  lake 
into  their  confideration. 

A  copy  of  the  order  of  Salem  court. 

WHEREAS  there  were  feverall  aflions  commenced  at 
this  court  by  fome  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ipfwicb, 
which  were  of  great  and  generall  concernment.  And  the 
court  fearing  the  ufuall  manner  of  proceedings  would  not 
put  a  comfortable  ilTue  to  the  faid  cafes,  propounded  to 
the  partyes  that  the  queftion  in  controverfy  might  be  ftated 
and  prefented  to  the  generall  court  for  refolution,  which 
ftiould  determine  the  particular  a£l:ions  and  all  others  that 
might  arife  upon  the  faid  queftion,  which  queftion  was  by 
the  court  ftated  with  the  confent  of  partyes,  and  is  as 
followeth. 

At  a  generall  yearely  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
towne  of  Ipfwich  Feb.  25.  ^^,  voted  to  give  100/, 
toward  building  or  buying  a  houfefor  Mr.  Cobbet. 

The  queftion  is,  Whether  this  vote  doth  bind  all  or  any 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  towne  to  pay  any  thing  to- 
ward the  faid  too/,  and  that  fuch  as  are  or  were  unwilling 
may  be  compelled  thereunto,  yea  or  no  ?  And  it  is  agreed 
that  either  party  ihall  have  liberty  to  prefent  their  reafons, 
in  Writing,  to  the  generall  court,  pro  and  eon.  But  no 
other  pleadings  by  eiihcr  parry  to  be  allowed. 

According  to  which  liberty  we  prefent  as  followeth. 

The  queftion  hath  two  parts,  i.  Whether  the  vote  be 
binding.  2.  Whether  fuch  as  refufe  may  be  compelled. 

The  fivd  being  proved,  the  other  will  eaOiy  follow. 
X  '      Reafon<^ 
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Reafons  tending  to  prove  the  affirmative. 

The  vote  is  Icgail,  therefore  binding.  It  is  legall  iii 
refpe^l  of  the  matter  and  manner.  For  the  matter,  it  is 
necefTiry,  publicke  towne  charges,  viz.  honourable  main- 
tenance of  the  miniilry,  which  the  hw  requires  in  generally 
but  leaves  to  each  towne  to  determine  and  apply  in  parti- 
cular, fuitable  to  their  owne  condition  ;  provided  they  arc 
fubje(5l  to  be  regulated  by  higher  authority,  where  need 
fhall  require.  This  honourable  maintenance,  we  conceive, 
cannot  be  IciTe  than  that  a  minifter,for  his  labour  in  preach- 
ing the  gofpell,  (whatever  e(iate  he  harh  of  his  o'Xne) 
fliouid  have  fach  a  recompence  whereby  he  may  be  enabled 
comfortably  to  provide  for  the  prefent  neceffity  of  his 
family,  to  be  given  to  hofpiiality,  and  to  leave  feme  com- 
fortable provifion  for  his  family  after  his  deceafe,  as  other 
men  by  Gods  bleiTing  upon  iheir  ordinary  labours  ar6 
generally  enabled  to  doe.  This  being  granted  which  (we 
hope)  feems  but  jufl  and  reafonable,  that  miniders  families 
may  not  be  left  in  a  worfe  condition  than  moil  other 
mens,  the  particular  way  and  manner  of  aiTbrding  this 
maintenance  (where  there  are  variety  of  apprehenfions) 
mud  neceflarily  be  determined  by  the  major  part.  So  ic 
was  in  our  cafe,  and  the  towne  pitched  upon  what  is  ex- 
prelTed  in  the  vote,  the  due  fullfilling  of  which  is  neceflary 
and  juflifiable  upon  thefe  grounds. 

1.  The  ufuall  yearly  allowance  will  not  reach  the  for- 
mer end.  viz.  to  afford  any  provifion  for  a  miniders  family 
after  his  death. 

2.  This  hath  been  a  common  pra£^ife  among  ourfelves 
formerly,  and  in  other  pbces  in  the  country  lelTe  able, 
rot  only  to  give  their  firft  but  fucceeding  minifters  a 
dweiiiui^  houfe,  or  fomewhat  proportionable  that  way. 

g.  This  we  perceived  would  be  mod  acceptable,  and 
might  rational Iv  be  expecSled,  and  the  other  way  pro- 
pounded, of  providing  a  houfe  meerely  for  ufe,  would  not 
be  acceprable,  as  not  being  ufuall  in  the  country,  and 
spprehenued  prejudicial!  to  th^familyes  of  minifters  after 
their  deceafe. 

4.  The 
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-4.  The  fume  given  is  not  fo  great  as  to  exceed  thei 
^nd  for  which  it  is  granted,  or  to  burden  the  lowne  id 
payment  of  it,  and  other  leiTe  fumes  being  propounded^ 
ihis  was  freely  chofen  and  refolved  on. 

This  for  rhe  legality  of  the  vote  in  refpc£l  of  the  mat- 
ter arid  fubdsnte  of  it. 

For  the  manner.  It  wa§  a  lawful  meeting,  free  liberty 
bf  debate  being  given,  and  at  lalt  concluded  by  the  farr^ 
major  part,  very  few  oppofmg  it  either  in  debate  or  voting. 

Thus  the  vote  appearing  legall,  we  conceive  it  bindings 
and  being  fo,  we  conceive  the  towne  hath  power  to  com- 
pel! fuch  as  refufe  to  yield  to  it,  by  virtue  of  a  law  enaft- 
ed  and  eflabliflied  by  the  generall  court,  p.  9.  providing 
that  dll  common  charges  to  church  and  commonwealth 
may  be  compelled  by  affeffment  and  diflrefie. 

To  conclude,  we  hope  and  perfuade  ourfclves  that  our 
brethren  are  one  with  us  in  their  love  and  defire  to  en- 
courage an  able  godly  miniflry  among  us,  and  will  judge 
It  fafeft  and  fuifableft  both  to  the  mind  of  God  and  the 
godly  zeale  aiid  religious  care  of  our  honoured  generall 
court,  to  be  open,  rather  then  flrait-hatided  that  way : 
And  that  we  would  not  be  juflly  taxed  for,  nor  exemplary 
in,  the  leaft  difcouragement  of  that  nature,  and  that  m6 
dgree  in  the  end,  only  differ  about  the  meancis  cf  attain- 
ing it. 

This  22:  of  the  ^th  mo.  1^57. 

FOrafmuch  as  there  is  a  cafe  In  contrcveffy  coiicernmg 
a  fnm  of  money,  containing  one  hundred  pounds^ 
voted  by  fome  in  a  towne  meeting  to  be  given  to  Mr,- 
Cobbet  for  his  particular  ufe  to  buy  or  build  him  a  houfe,« 
We  whofe  names  are  underwritten  (promifing  due  reve- 
rence to  the  perfon  fore  mentioned)  conceiving  ourfelveS 
not  to  be  obliged  by  a  major  vote  in  ah  acl  of  that  nature, 
not  being  involved  in  that  adl:;  we  here  crave  leave,  as 
without  offence  unto  any,  to  declare  our  diHike  of  it,  we 
iiever  ailing  in  it  nor  gave  ariy  incourageiiieric  thereunto^ 
feeing  noe  reafon  foe  to  doe  |  yet  doe  we  declare  our- 

X  2  ieltds 
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felves  freely  willing  to  contribute  as  we  are  able  ro  a  con- 
Tcnient  habitation  for  the  ufe  of  the  miniftry  to  remain 
the  rownes  to  poftcrity,  according  to  the  wholfome  lavves 
eftablifhed  by  the  honoured  generall  conrt,  provided  it 
may  be  excepted  acknowledged  and  recorded  to  belong  to 
the  towne  for  that  end,  according  as  is  provided  in  the 
faid  recited  law,  for  which  end  there  being  a  towne- 
meeting  called  quickly  after  iMr.  Cobbet  came  to  Ipfwich, 
many  of  us  know  there  was  a  vote  then  palled  to  raife  a 
fum  of  money  not  exceeding  one  hundred- and  fifty  pounds, 
which  hath  not  bin  as  yet  demanded,  &c.^ 

At  the  Court  held  ai  Salem  i.  5.  i<^57. 

WHereas  there  were  feveral  alliens  commenced  againfl 
fevcral  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ipfwich  which  were  of 
greate  concernment,  and  the  court  fearing  the  ufuall  man- 
ner of  proceeding  would  impede  a  comfortable  ilTue  to  the 
faid  cafes,  propounded  to  the  parties  that  the  qucftion  in 
controverfie  might  be  dated  and  prefented  to  the  generall 
court  for  refc  lution,  which  determine  the  particular  actions 
and  all  others  that  arife  upon  the  faid  queftion,  which 
queftion  was  by  the  court  (lated  with  the  confent  of  par- 
ties and  is  alfo  as  followeth, 

At  a  generall  yearly  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  lowne  of  Ipfwich,  25  Feb.  1655,  voted  to 
give  one  hundred  pounds  towards  building  or  buy- 
ing a  houfe  for  Mr.  Cobber. 

The  queftion  is  whether  this  vote  doth  bind  all  or  any 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  towne  to  pay  any  thing  to- 
wards the  faid  hundred  pounds,  and  that  fuch  as  are  or 
were  unwilling  may  be  compelled  thereunto  yea  or  noe. 
And  it  is  agreed  that  the  parties  (hall  have  libenie  to  pre- 
fent  their  reafons  in  writing  to  the  generall  court  pro  and 
con,  but  noe  other  pleading  by  either  partie  to  be  allowed, 
Veria  copia,  per  Elias  Stileman,  Cleric, 
Voted  by  the  whole  court  iifl  O£lob.  57. 

On  the  affirmative.  E.  R.  Sec. 

This 
*  Signed  by  a  great  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Ipfwich. 
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This  cafe  thus  figned  by  the  officers  of  the  county  court 
at  Salem,  was  prefentcd  lo  the  general  court  fitting  ai 
Bofton,  14th  of  06lob.  1657,  was  at  the  perufall  of  the 
rcafons  alleadged  by  both  parties  taken  confideration  of, 
the  queftion  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

This  is  a  true  coppie.^ 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Governor   Endecott  to 
John  Leverett,  Efq;   Agent  in  England. 

Sir, 

I  Cannot  write  unto  you  by  a  more  faithful!  friend  then 
I  have  done,  who  is  able  ac  large  to  relate  unto  }oii 
how  things  in  general  (land  here.  And  that  doth  fave 
me  fome labour  which  at  this  time  is  a  favour  to  mc.  For 
in  this  extremitie  of  heate,  and  that  afrer  a  lor..;e  fickaes, 
I  am  verie  faint,  not  fitt  to  <\oq  any  thing,  yet  i  cannot 
but,  by  thefe,  heartilie  dilute  you  in  the  Lord,  giving  you 
many  thanks  for  Vvhat  you  fent  me.  For  all  good  news  is 
welcome  10  us  as  you  know  full  well.  Yet  I  cannot  for 
the  prefent  anfvver  your  expe<£l:ation  touching  Road-illcind 
and  Ciaik.and  Holmes,  f  but  I  have  acquainted  thereit  of 

X  3  the 

*  The  great  doubt  fn  this  long  cafe  feems  to  have  been  whether 
an  ait  cf  the  luprefne  authority,  impcwering  the  major  part  cf 
the  ifihabltants  of  a  town  to  tax  the  minor  part  which  did  not 
confent  to  the  tax,  was  not  contrary  to  the  fundamenial  laws  in 
government.  It  rnuft  be  remembered  that  many  of  chis  minor 
part  were  not  voters  in  town  affairs,  neither  in  perlon  nor  by. 
any  reprefentative  of  their  own  conflituting.  'the  arguments  are 
as  (Irong  againft  taxes  by  the  General  Court  as  by  a  Town,  and 
yet  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  (p.  304)  voted  that  the  tax 
made  by  the  Town  was  not  binding.  In  a  day  or  two  after  they 
altered  their  mind.  There  was  a  divifion  in  the  colony  at  this 
time  upon  the  mode  of  maintenance  of  minifters,  any  other  way 
except  by  voluntary  contribution  being  oppofed  by  many, 
of  whom  Mr.  JufticeSymonds  feems  to  have  been  one. 

\  Clark  and  Holmes  were  Baptilts.  They  had  both  been  fined 
a&d  oas  of  ;hcin  whipped,  rsfufing  to  fubmit  to  the  fine. 
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the  magiftrares  with  your  lerrer  who  are  all  readie  to  ga- 
ther up  iufficicnt  tellimonie  to  prove  what  you  i pake' to 
the  Protector,  and  enough  lo  fatisfie  (we  doubt  not)  y(.ur 
opponent,  if  he  be  a  lover  of  the  truth.     Onlie  we  would 
have  the  generall  court  a(fl    with  us   therein,  which    will 
pot  nieete  till  September  next,  when  I  hope  i  (hill  pro- 
cure a  full  anfvvere  to  your  former  and  lail  letters.  What 
the  <:Vi^^  is  of  that  point  of  (fare  to  make  the  Piotcfror  king 
I  cannot  fathom  it,  unlelTe  their  proiTering  and  hi.s  deniall 
thereof  ingrati^re  him  the  more  in  the  hearts  of  he  peo- 
ple.    The  Lord  in  mercie  guide  all  to  his  glorie  and  the 
good  of  thole  commonwealths  over  whom  he  hath  fet  him. 
If  there  be  an  opporunitie  1   pray  write  a  word  or  iv^q 
about  ir,  and  otiier  ocean  ences  that  may  fall  out.  1  cannof 
be  fufficientlie  thankfull  for  whar  you  wrict  uuto  me  laft. 
Great  motions  there  are  in   the   worlds  which  the   Lord 
dire<^  and  turne  to  his  glorie,  the  overthrow  of  his  ene- 
mies and   the   peace  and   welfare  of  his  owne  people. 
.Which  is  the  prayer  oi'         Sir, 

Your  verie  loving  friend  and  fervanr, 

Jo.  Endtcotr, 
Boflon  this  29th  of  the  4  mo.  1 657. 


Copy   of  a  Letter   from   Mr.  John  Lcverctt   \®, 
Governor  Enclecott. 
Sir, 

YOURS  of  the  29th,  4th,  57,  by  my  viife,  was  all  J 
received  the  lafl  yeare  pad  from  your  worfliip  or 
the  honoured  court,  fave  onely  one,  at  the  fame  tyme,from 
Mr.  Secretary  as  a  cover  to  a  petition  and  fome  papers 
concerning  the  a<flings  of  Providence  men  and  Cheefmans 
refcue  from  the  marihall.  The  reafon  I  fuppofe  hath 
beene  the  mifcarriage  of  Mr.  Garrat,^  v/home  hath  not 
as  yert  beene  heard  of,  fo  that  I  have  not  beene  capable 
of  attending  any  ihofe  commands  that  migh;  be  by  you 
■    —  .      --  ^  '•■      -    ^     -■  £^nt 

f  A  (hip  with  many  paffengers  of  note  and  effects  pf  great  valu^ 
YfhiQh  failed  from  ^.kw-iiayen.  M^fa*  WJl*  V^L  /./».  fir 
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fentuntome  by  him;  and  as  the  ftare  of  affayres  hath 
hapened  there  hath  not  beene  any  prejudife ;  for  ahhough 
upon  the  fitting  of  the  lad  parliament,  at  theyr  meeting  ia 
January,  1  receyved  intelligence  of  fomething  prepareing 
to  be  moved  in  the  houfe  refpe^ling  the  eadern  parts  un- 
der your  jurifdic^ion,  whatever  it  was,  it  mett  with  pre- 
vention by  his  Hi^^hnes  the  Lord  Protedlors  diiTolving  of 
that  affembly,  fo  that  as  yet  I  have  not  heard  of  any  thing 
moved  10  his  Highnes  nor  couucell,  though  feme  are  fo^ 
liciting  to  that  end,  but  fo  foone  as  any  thing  is  upon  mo- 
tion I  (hall  heare  of  it,  and  doubt  not  but  to  give  fuch 
anfwer  as  (liall  hinder  any  proceeding  that  might  be  to  the 
prejudize  of  your  government.  Sir,  There  lately  paftan 
order  of  the  councell  to  be  confyrmed  by  his  Highnes, 
for  the  impowering  of  you,  calling  to  your  affiflance  fuch 
as  you  (liall  judge  meet,  for  the  examination  of  the  accounts 
prefented  by  me  to  his  Highnes  and  councell,  which  was 
kept  by  Mr.  Tho.  Lake,  concerneing  the  forts,  the  which 
with  a  letter  unto  you  will  not  have  difpatch  by  this  fliip, 
by  the  next  it  may,  which  will  be  about  a  month  or  fixe 
weekes  hence  ;  the  favour  that  I  crave  from  your  worihip 
is,  that  you  will  pleafe  to  give  a  difpatch  thereunto,  for  rhac 
though  an  order  ispaffed  for  my  receipt  of  the  money  due 
upon  the  faide  account,  yet  I  am  necelTitated,  upon  what 
ground  I  knowe  not, to  give  in  bond  for  the  mikcing  pay- 
ment of  what  fli^ll  appeare  due  to  be  repayed  upon  thac 
account  to  the  (late.  When  the  order  is  compleated  and 
your  letter,  I  (hall  make  bold  to  give  you  further  trouble 
herein  for  newes. 

London,  .16  Ap,  1658. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.   John  Levcrett   to 

Governor  Endecott, 
Sir, 

THESE  are  to  accompany  a  letter  from  his  Highnes 
and  councell  to  you,  impowering  of  you  to  examine 
the  accounts  kept  by  Mr.  Tho.  Lake,  aud  prefented  by  me, 

X  4  .  of 
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of  difburfements  and  receipts  for  the  carrying  on  his  High- 
nes  fervice  at  the  forts  taken  from  the  French  in  America, 
a  hint  whereof  I  gave  you  by  my  lad  of  the  i6th  current; 
in  the  letter  you  are  required  to  call  Col.  Temple  or  give 
him  notice  thereof,  by  whofe  occafion  it  is,  as  1  fuppofe, 
that  I  meet  with  this  trouble,  and  if  he  have  nothing  of 
dcfygue.  but  the  gayneing  of  tyme,  upon  the  (late,  for  his 
payinecnt  acording  to  his  engagem.ents  (the  which  fome  of 
his  inilrumcnts  hath  confefTed  to  me  was  aymed  at  by  him) 
I  know  not  why  he  fhould  found  his  owne  accommodation 
upon  my  real  prejudize  at  prefent,  though  1  knowe  the 
Lord  Cr-Ai  'urne  it  to  advantage.  Sir,  rny  defyre  \i,  that 
ycu  will  pleafe  to  give  me  favour  by  your  dilpatch  ;  for 
though  I  may  get  ai>  order  for  my  money,  yet  not  with- 
out giveing  good  fecuriry  by  bond,  the  which  1  mufl  have 
lye  out  until!  returne  from  you.  Mr.  Tho.  Lake  kept 
theaccounib  (I  have  oneiy  had  the  honour  in  difburfeing 
the  money  and  am  like  tohavc^  ihe  trouble  in  getting  of  it 
in)  V\  hat  T  prefented  to  his  Highnes  and  councell  1  had 
from  Mr.  Lake  iublcribcd  by  him,  and  is  what  I  doubt 
not  fiis  ability  and  leivlynes  to  cleare  up  whatever  may  be 
objected  by  any,  (1  knu^^noc  oi  any  thing  unjudly  charged 
cither  debtor  o:  ciedi  or)  he  fent  vouchers  for  what  was 
charged,  v.hich  paA  il  e  extimination  of  the  commiffioners 
of  the  navy;  tbt- piincipals  or  coppies  1  fuppofe  he  hath 
in  his  hands  r-f*ady  to  produce  at  your  command.  I  (liall 
rot  furtli-r  ef)laf\^e,  but  iiijl  prefs  for  a  difpatch,  that  re- 
turne may  be  made  by  you  rofhe  councell  what  you  findc 
ther'^in,  and  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to  favour  me  with  a 
coppy  thereof,  which  is  noe  more  than  I  have  had  from 
alt  referees  to  wliome  my  bufines  hath  been  referred  from 
tyrr.e  to  tyme;  and  this  1  mention,  not  queflioning  }our 
rcadynes  to  favour  me  whatjuftly  you  may,  but  that 
what  I  doe  defirc  is  cuftomary  and  allowed  to  all  in^ their 
bufynes. 

Sir,  1  fliall  fend  another  letter  from  his  Highnefs  and 
councell,  3S  alfo  of  thefe  by  another  conveyance,  for  that 
I  had  twoe  letters  gf  th?  fame  d^t^  ^ygnd  mi  fealed  at 
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the  fame  tyme  delivered  me  to  convey  becaufe  of  the  ha- 
zard of  lea  paffage.  Not  further  to  trouble  but  with  my 
humble  fervice  remayne  Sir  your  humble  fcrvant, 

London  27  April  1658.  J.  L. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from    Mr.  Secretary  Rawfon 
to  Capt.  John  Leverett. 
Honnored  Sir, 

THOUGH  I  have  writt  to  you  feverall  tyraes  by 
your  wife,  per  Mr.  Garrett,  &€.  yett  have  receaved 
no  lyne  from  you,  yett  cannot  but  by  fo  fitt  an  opportu- 
nity and  meflenger  prefent  my  befl:  refpeds  to  you  and 
your  wife,  and  acquaint  you  that  our  generall  court  in  June 
laft  wrote  a  letter  to  his  Highnes  the  Lord  Proteftor  ia 
anfwer  unto  his,  which  however  they  brake  up  and  gave 
me  no  order  about  it,  yet  have  I  inclofed  it  with  a  copie 
thereof  unto  you,  and  defire  your  faythfull  and  fpeedy 
delivery  thereof,  as  per  the  contents  you  will  perceavc 
there  is  neede.  I  hope  when  our  court  meets  againe  ia 
October  there  will  be  a  more  full  accompt  and  particular 
relation  thereto.  Here  being  no  news  with  us  but  what 
the  bearer,  your  fpcciall  good  friend  and  couzin,  Mr. 
Edw.  Ting,  cann  and  will  give  you  more  ample  fatisfa£lioa 
in  than  if  I  had  fpecified  the  fame,  commending  you  in  all 
your  weighty  eccafions  to  the  Lords  bleffing  and  guidance 
reft  Sir, 

Yours  to  ferve  you, 

BofloD,  13  Sept.  165B.  Edward  Rawfon,  Sec, 


Copy 
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Copy  of  a  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Yorke, 
Kittery,  Wells.  &c.  prefcnted  27  th  of  Odtober 
1658,  to  his  Highntfs   the  Lord  Protestor. 

To  his  Kighnes  the  Lord  Proteflor  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland,  and  dominions  there^ 
unto  belonging. 

The  humble  petition  of  feverall  the  inhabitants  of  the 
townes  of  Yorke,  Kittery,  Wells,  Saco  and  Cape  Porpus, 
fometymcs  under  the  provmciall  government  of  Mayne 
and  Lygonia,  now  under  the  jurifdi6lion  of  the  Maflk- 
chufecs  in  New  England, 

Humbly  flieweth, 

WHEREAS  as  information  doth  report  unto  us  of 
fcveral  addreffes  lately  made  unro  your  Highnes, 
by  fome  gentlemen  of  worth,  for-reflitution  of  their  right 
0^  jurifdi<^ion  over*  us,  claimed  by  theyr  patents,  the  de- 
termination whereof  (we  humbly  conceive)  after  a  legall 
hearing,  refts  upon  your  pleafure,  wherein  ourfelves  not 
being  fo  properly  concerned  as  others,  at  prefenr,  doe  pur- 
pofely  wave,  craving  onely  to  prefent  your  Highnes  wiih 
a  true  narrative,  though  implicite,  of  our  firfl:  and  laft 
eftaie,  before  and  fmce  we  had  this  government  which 
through  Gods  mercy  we  now  enjoy  to  our  good  fatisfa6tion, 
and  for  our  continued  fetlednes  under  it  we  dayly  pray, 
for  thefe  reafons. 

Firfl,  Becaufe  of  ourfelves  we  have  fmall  power  to 
carry  on  government,  being  a  people  but  few  in  number, 
and  thofe  not  competent  perfons  to  manage  fuch  weighty 
affkyres,  our  weakenes  occafioning  dirtradtion,  our  paucity 
divifion,  our  meanes  contempt,  as  our  owne  former  experi- 
ence hath  fully  evinced  to  the  totall  fubverting  all  civill 
order  amongft  us. 

2dly,  Becaufe  chainges  cannot  reduce  things  from  im- 
polTibilityes  to  make  things,  of  fuch  as  are  nor,  to  be,  the 
tafe  is  ours,  the  places  of  our  refidence  admit  but  of  fmail 

inlargcment. 
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jnlargement,  the  generality  of  the  country  from  us  eafl- 
ward  is  lb  confufedjy  taken  up  with  uninhabitable  beings 
pf  fterile  lands,  fwamps,  and  rockey  mountaynes,  as  not 
more  than  a  few  fhreds  are  left  by  the  fea  (hore  fitt  for  co- 
habitation, and  thofe  already  populated  by  an  inconfiderate 
Dumber  of  people.  How  the  wifeft  of  fuch  who  defyer 
fu peri n tendency  over  us  can  fettle  a  well  governed  com- 
mon wealth  upon  fuch  bafis  we  leave  to  your  wifdome  to 
judge. 

^dly,  Becaufe  changes  in  thcfe  tymes  may  prove  dan^ 
gerous,  where  difcontented  fpirits  waytc  for  fuch  oppor- 
tuniryes,  which  have  not  beene  the  lead  part  of  that  fmali 
number  amongft  us  who  were  profefled  royalifts,  whofe 
brearhjng?  that  way.Tmce  our  fubje<fting  to  this  authority, 
have  beene  fo  far  ftiiled,  as  that  the  a^ivity  of  fuch  fpirits 
cannot  fynde  any,  or  the  leaft  opportunity  of  motion. 

4thly,  Becaufe  we  feare  the  hurtfulnes  of  our  change. 
As  our  f^overnmenr  now  is,  our  perfons  and  e(!ates  (land 
under  the  fecuritv  of  wholefome  lawes,  warchfull  gover- 
nors,  the  farhers  ofournourifliment  and  peace,  whofe  pyous 
care  not  onely  rollerates  but  maynetaynes  us  the  pureft 
inflifurions  for  the  encouragement  of  godly  perfons,  both 
miniflers  and  others,  to  refide  amongft  us,  but  changing  it 
may  throw  us  backe  into  our  former  eftatc,  to  live  under 
negligent  maflers,  the  dainger  of  a  confufed  anarchy,  and 
fnch  other  inconveniencyes  as  may  make  us  a  fitt  fhelter 
for  the  worft  of  men,  delinquents  and  ill  affe<^ed  perfons  to 
make  their  recourfe  unto,  thereby  to  exempt  themfelves 
from  their  juft  deferved  punifhments. 

5rhly,  Changes  are  apt  to  inihilate.  unlefs  they  prove 
much  for  the  better,  efpecially  in  weake  boddyes,  where 
heades  are  far  remote;  touching  fuch  event?  our  former 
experience  hath  taught  us  fomething,elfe  we  crave  of  thofe 
gentlemen  who  are  now  fo  folicitous  for  government  over 
us,  what  ment  thedeepnefs  of  theyr  fylence  feverall  yearcs, 
both  in  theyr  tongues  and  penns,  as  not  after  our  frequen- 
cy of  writing  to  them  they  not  fo  much  as  returne  us  one 
^labie  of  anfwer,  or  afford  us  the  leaft  affiftance  in  go- 
•  '    "  yernment  j 
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vcrnment ;  the  want  whereof  let  us  finckc  into  great  di- 
flra£lion3,  for  our  recovery  thence  feverall  amongft  us 
petitioned  for  government  to  the  collony  of  the  Maflachu- 
ietts,  who  after  fomc  debate  with  us  and  confirmation  of 
fome  articles  of  agreement  to  us,  looke  us  under  thcyrc 
authority,  unto  which  we  fubfcribed  and  fnbjecled  our- 
felvcs,  and  under  whofe  protection  to  continue  we  account 
it  not  the  leafl  part  of  our  f^curity  and  happinelTe. 

6thly.  Bjcaufe  we  conceive  I  he  confyrming  the  Mafia- 
chufets  pattent  in  its  due  extent,  in  refpeClof  irs  antiquity, 
nulsall  after  pattenrs  whaciocver,  as  faiiy  in  titles  of  lands 
as  of  government,  from  both  which  we  expert  icqual  free- 
dome  by  theyr  juft  interefts  and  our  o    ne  fubje6lion. 

Our  humble  reqiiefl  therefore  is,-  that  your  Goodnefs 
would  favour  our  reafonable  entrearyes,  whofe  weakenes 
calls  for  fupport,  our  manners  for  fome  (Iriftnefs  of  rule^ 
'whofe  diftraclions  for  fome  prefc:nt  fetdement  wherein  our 
voate  is  that  it  may  be  as  it  is  under  the  government  of 
the  Maffachufets,  againfl  which  if  changes  lliould  inter- 
pofe  our  inevitable  troubles  would  follow.  Our  condition 
as  it  was  in  part,  and  as  it  now  (lands,  lyes  really  before 
your  gracious  eye,  although  not  fo  methodically  prefented, 
for  which  we  hope  our  ignorance  will  excufe  us.  Touch- 
ing which  if  your  Highnes  expe(5i:  any  further  information 
•we  befeech  your  commands  herein  for  a  pyous  and  reve- 
rend friend  of  ours,  Mr.  John  Wheelwright,  fometymes 
of  us,  now  in  England,  unto  whomc  our  eftate  is  well 
knowneand  is  able  fully  to  fattisfy  any  enquiries  therein. 

Craving  pardon  for  our  overmuch  boldnesand  prolixity, 
as  our  dutyes  arc,fo  pray  we  for  the  Almightys  prote(flior} 
to  fecure  your  perfon,  his  fpiritt  to  guide,  his  gracious 
blefTmg  to  crowne  your  high  and  memorable  endeavours 
with  continued  fucces  for  the  advancement  of  his  owne 
glory  and  kingdom,  and  your  happinefs  here  and  eternally. 


Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter   from  Capt.  John  Leverctt  to 
Mr.  Secretary  Rawfon. 

Worthy  Sir, 

YOURS  of  1 3  September  received  with  the  enclofed 
to  hisHighnes  the  Lord  Pote£lor,  dated  10th  June 
58.     Now  fuch  was  the  good  pleafure  of  the  Mod  High» 
that  the  Pfote^lor,  whofe  commands  occafioned  that  letter 
in  returne,  was  gathered  to  his  fathers  before  that  came 
from  yoLi,  he  dyed  the  3d  September.  Upon  the  4th  his 
eldeft  fon  the  Lord  Richard  was  proclaimed  Prote£ior,  to 
whome  1  made  my  application  on  the  behalfe  of  the  coun- 
try that  day  fortnight  after ;  agayne,  upon  receipt  of  the 
generall  courts  letter,  I  applyed  myfeife  to  his  Highnes 
and  prefenred  the  faid   letter  the  27th   day  of  O£lobcr, 
he  was  pieefed  to  open  and  read  the  letter  in  my  hearing, 
and  then  gave  me  alTurance  as  formerly  that  he  had  a  deep 
fenfe  how  deare  the  people  of  N.  E.  were  to  his  dearc 
father,  and  that  he  (liould   be  ready  in  all  things  to  lay 
forth  himfeif  for  the  good  of  that  people.     After  my 
humble  thankes  returned  on  the  countrys  behalfe,  I  pre*^ 
Tented  a  copy  of  the  petition  from  Pafcataqua  and  Yorke 
inhabitants  (Mr.  Godfrey  being  a£live  about  his  complaints, 
the  which  he  (till  profecutes  and  hath  procured  a  refe- 
rence) his  Highnes  faid  he  would  read  the  fame  and  con- 
fider  thereof  at  more  leifurable  tyme  than  he  had  at  that 
prefent ;  fo  that  1  doubt  not   but  whatever  Mr.  Godfrey 
may  doe  we  fhall  be  able  to  give  fuch  anfwer  as  to  pre- 
vent prejiidice  to  the  courts  a6^tings  as  to  thofe  parts.    For 
the  letter  his  late  Highnes  fent,  it  was  procured  by  a  gen- 
tleman attends  his  Highnes ;  it  being  drawne  up  and  made 
ready  for  figning,  and  fo  tooke  his  opportunity  ;  the  fe- 
cretary  hath  promifed  if  any  thing  in  future  be  upon  mo- 
tion refering  to  the  country  I  (hall  have  notice  thereof 
while  I  abide  here  :  For  flate  of  affaires  at  prefent,  we  are 
at  peace  and  the  great  chaynge  hath  as  yett  little  of  tloe 
face  ot  chaynge  in  it  j  his  prefent  Highnes  gayneing  upon 

an 
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all  that  apply  themfelves  to  him ;  writs  for  a  parliament 
are  out ;  calling  them  according  to  the  old  manner  as  in 
anno  40;  they  are  to  fit  the  27th  January;  the  Dutch 
fending  Lord  Opdam  with  a  fleet  of  nye  40  faile  and  ^oo<? 
men  to  aflift  the  Danes,  was  encountered  by  the  Sweeds 
and  well  battered  ;  vice-admiral  De  Wit,  the  bed  com- 
mander the  Dutch  has,  mortally  wounded,  taken  his  (hip 
and  all  in  her,  fix  more  the  Dutch  loft,  moft  difinabled, 
their  admiral  Opdam  hardly  efcaping  with  5  foot  water  in 
hold  ;  (ince  this  conflict  his  Highnes  hath  fent  a  fleet  of  23 
fayle  of  fregates,  under  the  command  of  vice  admiral  Gad- 
fon,  to  afllft  the  Sweed ;  Sir  George  Afcue  with  303 
Englifh  commanders  and  oflicers  gone  with  him  to  be  com- 
manders in  the  Sweeds  fleer ;  but  the  froft  in  thofe  parts 
hath  been  fo  hard  that  neither  one  nor  the  other  could 
feize  the  land,  as  its  faid.  ThcEnglifli  agent,  Mr.  Dow- 
ning,'^ and  French  hath  put  in  their  memorandums  at  the 
Hague,  in  name  of  their  mafters,  that  the  Dutch  defift 
afliftance  to  continue  hoftiliries  betweene  the  notherne 
kings,  and  to  provoke  them  to  endeavour  a  mediation; 
Upon  which  the  Dutch  have  recalled  forae  forces  intended 
and  are  upon  fending  to  mediate  a  peace. 
December  25.  1658. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Commiflioncrs  of 
the  united  Colonies  to  Peter  Stuyvefant  the 
Dutch  Governor  at  Manhattoes-f 

Much  honoured  Sir, 
TXJEE  prefume  you  hate  heard  from  the  "people  of 
V  ^  the  fort  of  Aurania,  that  fome  of  the  Engliih  havd 
beene  lately  in  thofe  parts  upon  difcovery  of  fome  raeete 
places  for  plantaiions  within  the  bounds  of  the  pattent  of 
the  Maflachufetts  colonic,  which  from  the  latitude  of  42 
or  42  and  30  minutes,  and  fo  northerly, extends  itfelfefrom 

ead 
*  sir  George  Downing,  who  a  few  years  before  went  from  New* 

England. 
t  Maif^,  Hift.  Vol.  I.  p.  157. 
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€afl:  to  weft  in  longitude  through  the  malne  land  of  Ame- 
rica from  the  Atlanticke  ocean  to  the  louth  or  weft  fea* 
And  we  underftand  that  the  government  of  the  Maffachu- 
fetts  have  graunted  libertie  to  fome  of  theire  people  to 
erefi:  a  plantation  in  ihefe  parts  and  intend  to  effe6l  the 
fame,  yet  wirhout  inrrcnchment  upon  the  Dutch  rights^ 
and  forefeeing  fonie  difficulties  to  beginne  a  plantation 
fuch  a  diftance  by  land  and  that  the  palTage  up  Hudfons 
river  would  very  much  accommodate  them  in  theire  de- 
figne,  wee  have  thought  good  on  theire  behalfe  to  defire 
libertie  of  free  paiTage  for  theire  faid  planters  by  your 
townes  and  forrs  upon  the  faid  river  to  the  faid  land,  they 
demeaning  themlelves  peaceably  and  paying  fuch  moderate 
duties  as  may  be  expe(fied  in  fuch  cafes,  which  being  fo 
concordant  to  reafon  and  the  cuftom  of  civiil  iwtions  living 
in  amitie,  doth  beget  in  us  a  confidence  that  you  will  be 
very  flow  (by  an  unreafonable  denyall)  to  interrupt  the 
neighbourly  correfpondency  that  hath  beene  betwixt  the 
Englifh  and  Dutch  colonies :  For  the  exa£l  bounds  of  the 
MafTachufetts  pattent  wee  leave  to  that  government  to 
eleare,  onely  wee  conceive  the  agreement  at  Hartford,  tha£ 
the  Englifh  fhould  not  come  within  ten  miles  of  Hudfons 
river  doth  not  prejudice  the  right  of  the  MafTachufetts  in 
the  upland  country,  nor  give  any  right  to  the  Dutch  there^ 
that  agreement  intending  onely  the  differences  betwixt 
Cone<5licott  and  Newhaven  and  yourfelves  on  the  fea  coaft, 
there  being  at  that  time  no  difference  betweene  you  and 
the  Maffachufetts,  and  neither  Conc^licott  or  Newhaven 
pretending  any  right  to  the  lands  up  the  country  within 
the  line  aforefaid. 

Sir,  be  pleafed  to  returne  your  anfwer  to  Mn  Endecotr, 
governour  of  the  MafTachufetts,  from  whome  wee  may 
underfland  your  refolution.  The  Lord  dire£l  youf 
thoughts  to  wayes  of  peace,  that  amitie  and  good  neigh- 
bourhood may  be  continued  with         Sir, 

Your  loving  friends  and  neighbours. 
The  CommifTioners  of  the  united  Colonies. 

Hartford,  7  Sept.  $(;.       Signed  by  all  the  Commifiioners^ 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from   the  General  Court  ta 
Mr.  John  Leverett  in  London. 

Sir, 

WE  have  received  your  letter  of  06lober  58,  with  the 
petition  of  Mr.  George  Rigby,  &c.  have  confidered 
the  contents  of  both,  and  have  herewith  fentyou  a  copie 
of  our  patent,  and  of  the  extent  of  our  lyne  taken  by  ar- 
tefts,  with  feverall  other  writings  and  letters  to  friends  in 
reference  thereunto,  which  we  defire  and  hope  may  be 
improved  to  our  advantage,  and  judge  it  convenient,   if 
there  be  a  fitt  opportunitie  and  friends   propitious  for  us, 
that  it  may  be  a  fpeedy  ilTue.     Some  coniiderations  we 
thought  good  to  fuggeft,  which  you  may  make  ufe  of  as 
there  (hall  be  occafion;  as  firfl,  from  the  exprefle  words 
of  the  pattent  that  determines  our  northerly  bounds,which 
our  generall  court  hath  always  underflood  to  meane  a& 
you  know,  as  alfo  one  other  palfage  in  the  pattent  where 
it  is  faid  that  any  thing  of  doubtfull  interpretation  ihali  be 
underflood  in  favour  of  the  patentees.     2d]y,  At  our  firft 
coming  hither  into  this  wilderncfs,  and  for  fome  yeares 
after,  multitude  of  occafions  in   the  beginning  of  fo  greac 
an  undertaking  did  hinder  our  exafl:  taking  notice  of  our 
laying  claim  to  the  utmoft  extents  of  our  limits,  efpecially 
to  the  norward,  nor  had  we  for  fome  time  after  our  com- 
ing hither  occafion  to  make  ufe  thereof,  yet  did  we  never 
fett  up  our  bounds  3  myles  eaft  of  Merimack,  as  the  peti- 
tion mentions,  but  as  occafion  was  given  have  always  af- 
ferted   the  fame  limits  that  now  we  claim,  though  wc 
knew  not  certainly  (till  tryall  made)  where  it  would  fall. 
In  the  meane  time,  feverall  perfons  procured   pattents  of 
certaine  tracls  of  land  within  the  limits  formerly  graunted 
us,  all  or  mod  whereof  were  obtained  furreptitioufly  and 
illegally,  and  afterwards  ordered  and  governed  as  unduely, 
the  pattentees  chiefly  ayming  at  trade  or  private  profitt, 
neglecting  the  chiefe  end  intended,  and  declared  in  his 

Majefly's 
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Majeity's  original  graunt,  whence  it  came  to  paffe  that 
there  were  feverall  petrie  governments,  fometimes  by  pat- 
t6nt,  fometimes  by  combination,  and  fometimes  the  people 
left  in  difl:ra6lion  and  confufion  without  any,  and  in  great 
danger  and  hazard  of  (bedding  one  anothers  blood,  where- 
upon firfl  divers  of  the  inhabitants  of  Paflvataqua,  about  the 
year  petitioned  this  court  that  as  they  were  conceived 

to  be  within  our  lyne,  fo  they  might  be  a£i:ually  taken  in 
and  governed  by  us,  which  accordingly  was  done  by  com- 
miflions  fent  from  this  court,  with  the  confent  and  good 
liking  of  all  the  inhabitants  and  perfons  interefted  therein, 
and  fo  have  coniinued  with  much  fatisfa6iion,  living  in  peace 
and  enjoying  the  fruit  and  benefitt  of  good  government 
to  this  day.     In  the  yeare  we  took  a  more  exa£l 

furvey  of  our  limits,  and  finding  thefe  eaflerly  parts  men- 
tioned in  the  petition  to  fall  within  our  pattent  (which  is 
more  ancient  and  more  authenticke  than  any  other  pre- 
tended to  by  the  petitioners)  we  made  declaration  thereof 
ro  the  inhabitants  refiding  within  the  aforefaid  precindh, 
being  likewife  petitioned  fo  to  doe  by  divers  of  the  inha- 
bitants beyond  Pafkataqiia  river,  now  called  Yorkihire,  and 
after  fome  agitation  and  conference  with  the  reft  of  the 
people  there,  we  came  to  a  friendly  and  amicable  conclu- 
fion,  that  as  they  were  within  our  pattent  fo  they  would 
forever  be  fubje6l  to  this  government,  wherein  they  are 
well  fatisfied  and  find  the  benefitt  thereof,  as  theire  peti- 
tion to  his  Highnes  doth  declare  ;  nor  was  it  matter  of 
profit!  that  moved  u?  hereunto,  for  we  have  neither  re- 
ceived or  expefled  any  thereby,  but  the  obligation  ofdutie 
that  lay  upon  us  to  fee  the  people  within  our  pattent  go- 
verned according  to  God,  and  hath  been  cur  diligent  care 
and  indeavour,  and  fo  (lull  allvvayes  be,  that  all  juft  pof- 
feffions  nnd  iraprovcmerirs  (hall  be  preferved  and  confirm- 
ed to  the  true  proprietors  there,  as  it  is  amongft  the  reft 
of  the  inhabitants  that  have  beene  under  our  government 
from  the  beginning.  There  are  feverall  other  feat- 
tered  inhabitants  that  live  betwixt  our  lyne  and  Colonel 
Temple'.-?,   fome  whereof  obfeving    the  benefitt  iheirc 

Y  neighbours 
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neighbours  have  reaped  by  good  government,  have  offer- 
ed themfelves  to  us,  which  yet  wee  are  flow  to  accept  of, 
bccaufe  without  our  limits,  which  we  dcfirenot  to  enlarge, 
but  conceive  it  would  much  conduce  to  the  peace  and 
wellfaire  of  the  Englifli  in  thefe  parts,  if  they  were  layd  to 
Col.  Temple's  jurifdiflion  or  this,  if  his  Highnefs  pleafc 
fo  to  order  it  (as  we  have  intimated  in  our  letter  to  my 
Lord  Fienes,  &c.) 

Concerneing  thofe  letters  from  pcrfons  of  honour,  al- 
ledged  by  Mr.Godfrey  to  have  been  fent  to  the  governour 
and  magiftrates  in  favour  of  him,  wee  never  received  and 
fo  could  returne  no  anfwer,  and  for  himfelfe,  he  was  one  of 
thofe  that  did  fubmitt  to  this  government,  accepted  of 
commiiTion  from  hence  and  tooke  the  oath  of  freemen,  and 
that  without  any  force  or  compulfion  at  all,  none  being  ufed 
towards  him  or  any  gther,  as  is  unduely  fuggeited  in  the 
petition  ;  and  it  is  no  (Irange  thing  th^t  Mr.  Winflow,  Mr. 
Dudley,. &c.  ihould  long  fmce,  before  our  limitts  were  ex- 
adlly  knowne,  feeme  to  ovvne  thofe  for  diftinci:  govern- 
ments which  in  truth  were  none,  but  included  in  this  of  ours, 
as  upon  the  running  of  our  lyne  did  manifeftly  appeare. 

Sir,  the  governour  and  magiftrates  ordered  me  to  for- 
beare  fending  the  copies  mentioned  in  this  letter  till  the 
next  fhip,  the  fliip  being  nigh  under  faile.     Accept  of  my 
fervice  to  you   and  good  Mrs.  Leverett,  who  am 
Sir,         Your  truly  honouring  friend, 

Edward  Ravvfon,  Secretary. 
By  order  of  the  Generall  Court. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from    Mr.   John  Leverett  to 
Governor  Endecott  and  the  Generall  Court. 

London,  13  September  1660. 
Sir, 

IT  may  feeme  a  kynde  of  immodeft  importunity  In  mc 
to  reitterate  my  (cribbles  to  you  as  1  have  done  and 
not  have  any  returne,  or  a  fylcnt  charging  of  your  neglect 

of 


COLLECTION    of    PAPERS.       323 

of  your  and  the  countryes  concernes  that  neyther  myfelfe 
nor  any  other  for  you  can  hcare  from  you  ;  the  confide- 
ration  whereof  had  ahuoft  wrought  me  to  a  refolve  of 
neglecting  this  opportunity  of  prefenting  my  due  refped^s 
ingiveing  you  any  account  of  others  motions  in  England 
concerneing  you ;  but  lead  you  fliould  have  caufe  of 
chargeing  me  with  neglefl  1  have  fct  pen  to  paper,  to  let 
you  underftand  what  1  heare  in  relation  to  New  England. 
The  complaynants  againlf  you  to  the  Kings  majefty,  as  J 
am  informed,  are  Mr.  Godfrey  and  that  company,  Mr. 
Reckesand  Seftord  and  company  of  iron  workes,  fome  of 
the  fometymes  fyned  and  imprifoned  petitioners,  whoe 
thought,firft,to  have  made  theyr  complaynts  fever allyjafrer, 
refolved  in  joint  by  petition;  moved  to  have  the  quakers 
and  anabaptids  joyned  but  they  refufed.  1  have  endea- 
voured to  have  a  fight  of  theyr  petition  but  cannot  pro- 
cure it ;  but  am  informed  that,  haveing  mentioned  the 
articles  they  petition  for,  the  diflance  of  place  does  not  ad- 
mit of  a  way  of  heareing  as  being  nigher  it  might.  They 
move  that  a  generall  governour  may  be  fent  to  give  reliefs 
to  them.  To  this  petition  ihey  get  what  hands  they 
can  of  perfons  that  have  been  in  New  England,  though 
never  inhabitants.  The  quakers  I  heare  have  beea  with 
the  King  concerneing  your  putting  to  death  thofe  of  theyr 
friends  executed  at  Boiton.  The  generall  vogue  of  peo- 
ple is  that  a  governour  will  be  fent  over.  Other  rumours 
there  are  concerneing  you,  but  I  omittthem,  not  knowing 
how  to  move  and  appeare  at  court  on  your  behalfe,  I 
made  bold  to  addrefs  myfeif  to  the  Lord  Say  and  defyred 
Ins  favour  that  in  cafe  of  complaynts  to  his  majefry  he 
would  be  your  friend,  fo  far  as  to  defyre  his  majefly  that 
you  might  be  heard  before  any  thing  were  determined 
concerneing  you  as  to  judgment.  Plis  lordfhip  profeiTed 
hisgreace  refpe^l  for  the  plantations  and  thanked  God  he 
prayed  for  you  d.iyly,  pron-iifing  ro  improve  his  interefl 
according  to  my  moiion.  1  likcwife  addreffed  myfelfe  to 
die  Earle  of  MLUichefter,  Lord  Chamberlaine,  who  pro* 
W.lki  the  like,    J3y  the  &ips  that  are  exp^it^d  1  perceive 


324       COLLECTION    op   PAPERS. 

that  fomeof  thofe  that  complainedoe  expef^  that  you  will 
impower  fome  toappeare  for  you,  and  thereupon  make 
fome  demurr  in  theyr  profecution,  but  if  that  be  not,  then 
they  intend  to  have  fomething  done  againft  the  fpring  of 
the  yeare.  The  peace  with  Spayne  was  proclaimed  ia 
London  i  ith  inflan^,  upon  the  fame  articles  concluded  in 
hib  late  majeftyes  lyme.  Epifcopacy,  common  prayer, 
boweing  at  the  name  of  J^^fus,  figne  of  the  crofs  in  bap- 
tifme,  the  altar  and  organs  are  in  ufe  and  like  to  be  more. 
The  Lord  keepe  and  preferve  his  churches  that  there 
may  not  be  fainting  in  a  day  of  tryali.  With  the  prefent- 
ment  of  all  due  refpe£ls,  begging  your  prayers,  commend 
you  to  the  greate  God,  and  remaine 

Yours  in  all  faithlulnes  to  ferve  you, 
Some  quakers  fay  that  they  are  John  Levereit. 

promifed  to  have  order   for 

the  liberty  of  being  with  you. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Endccott  to 
Capt.  John  Levcrett  in  London. 
Sir, 

BY  the  former  (liipps  you  will  receive  letters  to  two 
noble  perfons,  by  this  we  have  fent  a  petition  to  his 
Majefty,  and  a  petition  to  the  parliament,  for  the  delivery 
and  profecution  whereof  we  have  thought  m.eete  to  defire 
your  helpe,  and  our  former  experience  of  your  readines 
therein,  which  we  cannot  but  with  much  thankfullnes  ac- 
knowledge, doth  perfuadeus  to  rely  upon  your  fidelitie  of 
improving  your  intereft  and  paines  fo  long  as  your  owne 
occafions  fhall  detaine  you  there,  for  which  we  (liall  not 
only  acknowledge  ourfelves  your  debtors  but  be  ready  to 
difchargeourfelves  by  the  firH:  opporrunitle  when  your 
own  occafions  flialj  call  you  thence.  We  have  defired  Mr. 
Saltonflall  and  Mr.  Afliurfl  to  take  the  care  of  the  profe- 
cution of  our  bufincs  according  to  the  in(lru<51ions  which 

Wfi 
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we  herewith  fend,  which  we  define  you  to  attend  and  (hall 
pray  for  your  good  acceptance  and  fucceife  therein,  and 
remain,  Sir  your  affu red  loving  friend, 

Jo.  Endecotc, 
Boflon  19th  Oflober  1660. 

Sir,  Accept  of  my  refpe£ls  and  fervicc  to  you  and  your 
wife.   Thefe  only  are  copies  of  the  former  fent  by  Mr. 
KuUams  veiTell  and  Col.  Croune.     I  pray  haften   the  de- 
livery of  the  petitions,  nothing  elfe,  but  that  I  am. 
Your  afiured  though  afHifted  friend, 

Edw.  Rawfon,  Seer. 


Copy  of  theGeneral  Courts  Addrefs  to  the  King. 

To  the  High  and  Mighty  Prince  Charles  the  fecond, 
by  the  Grace  of  God  King  of  Great  Brittain,  France 
and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c. 

Mofl  gracious  and  dread  foveraigne, 

MAY  it  pleafe  your  Majefty,  in  the  day  wherein  you 
happily  fay  you  know  you  are  King  over  your 
Britifli  Ifrael,  to  cad  a  favourable  eye  upon  your  poore 
Mephiboflieth,  now  and,  by  reafon  of  lamenefs  in  refpeft 
of  diflance,  not  until!  now  appearing  in  your  prefence,  wee 
mean  upon  New  England,  kneeling  with  the  reft  of  your 
fubje6ts  before  your  Majeftie  as  her  reftored  King.  Wee 
forget  not  our  ineptnefs  as  to  thefe  approaches  ■  wee  at 
prefent  owne  fuch  impotence  as  renders  us  unable  to  ex- 
cufe  our  impotency  of  fpeaking  unto  our  Lord  the  King  ; 
yet  contemplating  fuch  a  King  who  hath  alfo  feen  adver- 
fity,  that  he  knoweth  the  hearts  of  exiles,  who  himfelf  hath 
been  an  exile,  the  afpe£l  of  Majefty,^  extraordinarily  infla- 
enced,  animateth  cxanimated  outcafts,  yet  outcafls  as  wee 
hope  for  the  truth,  to  make  this  addrefs  unto  their  Prince, 
hoping  to  find  grace  in  your  fight.  Wee  prefent  this 
Y  3  fcripr. 
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fcripr,  the  tranfcripr  of  our  loyall  heart?,  into  your  royall 
hands,  wherein  we  crave  leave  to  fupplicate  your  Majefly 
for  your  gracious  protection  of  us  in  the  continuance  both 
of  Durclvill  as  of  our  reli_o;ious  liberties  (according  to  the 
grantees  known   end  of  fuing  for  the  pattent)  conferred 
upon  this  plantation  by  your  royall  father.     This,  this,  viz. 
our  libertie  to  walke  in  the  faith  of   the  gofpell  with  all 
good  confcience,  according  to  the  order  of  the  gofpell  (unto 
Svhich  the  former  in  thefe  ends  of  the  earth  is  but  fubfer- 
vienr)  was  the  caufe  of  our  tranfporjlng  ourfelves  with  our 
wives,  little  ones,  and  our  fub (la nee,  from  ihat  pleafant  land 
over  the  Atlantick  ocean  into  the  vaft  wildernefs,  choofmg 
rather  the  pure  (cripture  woriliip  with  a  good  confcience  in 
this  remote  wiidernefs  amonjr  the  heathen,  than  the  plea- 
iures  of  England  with  fubmifUon  to  the  irapofitions  of  the 
then  fo  difpcfed  and  fo  far  prevailing  hierarchy,  which  we 
could  not  doe  without  an  evill  confcience.     For  this  caufe 
we  are  this  day  in  a  land   which  lately  was  not  fowne, 
wherein  we  have  confiiCled  with   the  fulTerings  thereof 
much  longer  than  Jacob  was  in  Syria.     Our  witnefs  is  in 
heaven  that  we  left  not  our  native  country  upon  any  difTa- 
tisfaclion  as  to  the  confiitution  of  the  civill  flate.     Our  lor, 
after  the  example  of  the  good  old   nonconformifts,  hath 
been  only  to  a61  a  paflive  part  throughout  thefe  late  viciffi- 
tudes  and  fuccelTive  overturnings  of  dates.     Our  fepera- 
tion  from  our  brethren  in  this  defart  hath  been  and   is  a 
fufficient  bringing  to  mind  the  afflictions  of  Jofeph  :  But 
providenrii!!  exemption  of  us  hereby  from  the  late  warres 
and  temptations  of  either  party  we  account  as  a   favour 
irom  God  ;  the  former  cloaths  us  with  fackcloth,  the  latter 
with  innocency.    What  reception,  courtefy  and  equanimity, 
thofe  greater,   and  others,  adherers  to  theroyail  intereil, 
W'lo  in  their  adverfe  changes  vifited  thefe  parts,  were  en- 
tertained with  amongd  us,  according  to  the  meanefsof  our 
condition,  we  appeal  lo  their  own  reports. 

Toi?ching  compJaints  put  in  againfl  us,  our  bumble 
fequefl:  only  iS;  that  for  the  interim,  while  we  are  as  dumb 
by  reafon  gf  oi^r  sbf^xcC;  j'Our  M^ncfty  would  permit  no- 
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^hing  to  make  an  imprefTion  on  your  royall  heart  againft 
us,  untill  we  have  both  opportunity  and  leave  to  anfwer 
for  ourfelves :  Few  will  be  innocent,  faid  that  implcader,  if 
it  be  enough  to  deny  :  Few  will  be  innocent,  faid  the  thea 
Emperor,  if  it  be  enough  to  accufe.  Concerning  the 
quakers,  open  and  capitall  blafphemers.open  feducers  from 
the  glorious  Trinity,  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  the  blefled  gofpell,  and  from  the  holy  fcriptures  as 
the  rule  of  life,  open  enemies  to  the  government  itfelfe 
as  eftabliflied  in  the  hands  of  any  but  men  of  their  ownc 
principles,  malignant  and  aiTiduous  promoters  of  do£lrines 
directly  tending  to  fubvert  both  our  church  and  flatc, 
after  all  other  meanes  for  a  long  time  ufed  in  vaine,  we 
were  at  lafl:  con  ft  rained  for  our  owne  fafety  to  pafle  a  fen- 
tence  of  banifliment  againft  them,  upon  pain  of  death. 
Such  was  their  dangerous  and  impetuous  and  defperate 
turbulence  both  to  religion  and  ftaie  civili  and  ecclefiaft:i- 
call,  as  that  how  unwillingly  foever  (could  it  have  beea 
avoyded)  themagiftrate  at  laft,  in  confcience  both  to  God 
and  man,  judged  himfelf  called  for  the  defence  of  all,  to 
keep  the  pafTage  with  the  point  of  the  fword  held  towards 
them,  this  could  do  no  harm  to  him  that  would  be  warned 
thereby,  their  wittingly  rufhing  themfelves  thereupon  was 
their  owne  a6l,we  with  all  humility  conceive  a  crime  bring- 
ing their  blood  upon  their  owne  head.  The  quakers  died, 
not  bccaufe  of  their  other  crimes  how  capitall  foever,  but 
upon  their  fuperadded  prefumptuous  and  incorrigible  con- 
tempt of  authority  breaking  in  upon  us,  notwirhftanding 
their  fentence  of  banifhment  made  known  to  them ;  had 
they  not  been  reftrained,  fo  far  as  appeared,  there  was  too 
much  caufe  to  fear  that  we  ourfelves  rauft  quickly  have 
died  or  worfe,  and  fuch  was  their  infpleucy  that  they 
would  not  be  reftrained,  but  by  death  ;  nay,  had  they  at 
lafl  but  promifed  to  depart  the  jurifdidtion,  and  not  to  re- 
turne  without  leave  from  authority,  we  fhould  have  been 
glad  of  fuch  an  opportunity  to  have  faid  they  fhould  not 
dye.  Let  not  the  king  hear  mens  words,  your  fervants  are 
true  men  fearing  of  God  and  the  king,  not  given  to  change, 
Y  4  zealous 
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zealous  of  government,  order,  orthodox  and  peaceable  In 
Ifraell ;  we  are  not  feditious  as  to  the  interefl:  of  Csefar, 
cor,  fchifmaticks  as  to  the  matters  of  religion,  we  diftin^ 
guifh  between  churches  and  their  impurity,  between  a 
Jiving  man,  though  not  without  ficknefs  or  infirmity,  and 
no  man ;  irregularities  either  in  ourfelves  or  others  we 
defire  to  be  amended,  we  could  not  live  without  the  pub- 
lick  wordiip  of  God,  nor  permitted  the  publick  worfliip 
without  fucha  yoke  of  fubfcriprion  and  conformities  we 
could  not  confent  unto  without  fin.  That  we  might 
therefore  enjoy  divine  worfhip  without  humane  mixtures/ 
wiihout  ofTence  to  God,  m*an,  our  owne  confciences,  with 
leave  but  not  without  teares  departed  from  our  country, 
kindred  and  fathers  houfes  into  this  Pathmos,  in  relation 
whereunto  we  do  not  fay  our  garments  are  become  old 
by  reafon  of  the  very  long  journey,  but  that  ourfelves, 
who  came  away  in  our  flrength,  are  by  reafon  of  long  ab- 
fence  many  of  us  become  grey-headed,  and  fome  of  us 
(looping  for  age.  The  omiiTion  of  the  prementioned  in- 
junctions together  with  the  walking  of  our  churches  as  to 
the  point  of  order,  the  congregationall  way  is  ir  wherein 
we  defire  our  orthodox  brethren  would  beare  with  us. 

Sir,  We  lye  not  before  your  facred  Majedie.  The 
Lord  God  of  God.s  the  Lord  God  of  Gods  knoweth,  and 
Ifrael  he  (hjll  know,  if  it  were  in  rebellion  or  fchifm  thac 
We  wittingly  left  our  dwellings  in  our  owne  country  for 
dwf]  in^-^  in  this  llrange  land,  fave  us  not  this  day. 

Royali  Sir,  If  acrording  to  this  our  humble  petition 
and  good  hope,  the  God  of  the  fpirits  of  all  flefh,  the  fa- 
ther of  mercy,  vvho  Gomforteth  theabjects,  fliall  make  the 
permiffion  of  the  bereavement  of  that  all  (for  which  wo 
have  and  do  fuTer  the'lofs  of  all  precious,  fo  precious  in 
ourfigh^)ai>  that  your  royali  heart  (hall  be  inclined  rq 
fhew  unto  us  the  kindnefsof  the  Lord  in  your  HighnefTes 
prote6tion  of  us  in  thofe  liberties  for  which  we  hither 
came,  which  hitherto  we  have  here  enjoyed,  upon  Heze- 
kiahs  fpegking  comfortably  to  us,  as  fonnes,  this  orphan 
(b^U  not  cdPstini^s  f^therlefs^  but  grow  up  %^  ^  reviver} 
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infint  under  a  nurfing  father,  ihefe  churches  (hall  be 
comforted,  a  door  of  hope  opened  by  fo  fignall  a  pledge  of 
the  lengthning  of  their  tranquility,  thefe  poor  naked  Gen- 
tiles, not  a  few  of  whom  through  grace  arc  come  and 
coming  in,  (hall  flill  fee  their  wonted  teachers  (with  en- 
couragement of  a  more  plentifull  increafeof  the  kingdome 
of  Chrift)  amongfh  them,  and  the  blefling  of  the  poor, 
affli6i:ed  (and  yet  we  hope)  a  people  trufting  in  God,  (hall 
come  upon  the  head  and  heart  of  that  great  King  who  was 
fometimes  an  exile  as  we  are.  With  the  religious  ftipula- 
tion  of  our  prayers  we,  proftrate  at  your  royal!  feet,  beg 
pardon  for  this  our  boldnefs,  craving  finally  thar  our 
names  may  be  enrolled  amongfl: 

Your  Majefties  mod  humble  fubjefts  and  fuppliants, 

John  Endicot,  Governor. 

In  the  name  and  by  the  order  of  the  generall  court 

of  the  MalTachufets. 


Copy  of  the  General  Court's  Inftru^lions  to 
Capt.  John  Lcverett  their  Agent  in  England. 

At  a  General!  Court  held  at  Bofton  in  New-England, 
19th  December  1660. 

Jnflruiftions  for  our  honoured  and  loving  friend  Captain 
John  Leveretr,  or  in  his  abfence  Richard  Saltonftall 
and  Henry  Afliurd,  Efqrs. 

i.TpO  take  the  firft  opportunity  that  may  be,  in  the 
I      bed:  and  mod  acceptable  manner,  to  deliver  the 
petitions,  herewith  f^nt,  to  his  Majeftie   and  high  court 
of  Parliament. 

2.  To  intereft  as  many  gentlemen  of  worth  in  parlia- 
ment, or  that  are  neere  his  Majeftie,  as  poflibly  you  may, 
to  owne  and  favour  our  caufe,and  to  beget  in  them  a  good 
opinion  of  us  and  our  prq^^edingSj 

3-  By 
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3.  By  all  poflibie  mcanes  to  gett  fpeedy  and  true  in- 
formation of  his  Majeflies  fcnfe  of  our  petition  and  of  the 
government  and  people  here,  together  with  the  like  of  the 
parliament. 

4.  If  the  King  or  parliament  fliould  demand  what  ihofe 
priviledges  are  which  wee  defire  the  continuance  of,  your 
anfwer  may  be,  all  thofe  which  are  graunted  us  by  pattent 
and  that  wee  have  hitherto  enjoyed  in  church  and  common 
wealth,  without  any  o^her  power  impofed  over  us»  or  any 
other  infringement  of  ihcm,  which  would  be  de(tru£live 
to  the  ends  of  our  coming  hither.  As  alfo  that  no  appeale 
may  be  permitted  from  hence  in  any  cafe  civil!  or  crimi- 
nall,  which  would  be  luch  an  intollerable  and  unfupport- 
able  burthen  as  this  poore  place  (at  this  djfliance)  are  not 
able  to  undcrgoe,  bur  would  render  authoriiieand  govern- 
ment value  and  uneffefluall,  and  bring  us  into  contempt 
with  all  fortes  of  people.  And  if  you  find  the  King  and 
parliament  propitious  to  us,  to  ufe  your  urmofl  endeavours 
for  the  renewing  that  ordinance  that  freed  us  from  cuftom* 
loth  March  42.* 

5.  Upon  any  matter  of  complaint,  by  any  of  his  Ma- 
jeflies fubje61s  or  others,  relating  to  the  bounds  and  limitrs 
of  our  pattent,  our  humble  defire  is  that  wee  may  have 
notice  thereof  and  liberty  to  anfwer  for  ourfeives  (before 
any  determination  or  conclufion  be  made  again (1:  us)  which 
being  done,  wee  (hall  finally  acqufefie  in  fuch  ilTue  as  his 
Majefty,  the  high  court  of  parliament,  or  any  fubftituted 
by  them,  fhall  put  thereto. 

6.  If  any  particular  be  alledged  relating  to  the  iron- 
workes,  the  anfwer  is,  It  was  firft  heard  and  judged  in  an 
jnferiour  court  and  afterwards  upon  a  full  hearing  and  due 
confideration  by  the  generall  court,  who  gave  judgment 
impartially,  according  to  the  pleas  and  evidences  then  pro- 
duced, and  fiiali  be  ready,  if  defired,  upon  new  evidences 
and  better  pleas  to  allow  another  hearing  thereof,  and  for 
further  and  more  particular  anfwer  hereunto  wee  mull 
referr  you  to  what  you  know  or  hath  bina  formerly  in- 
formed from,  hence. 

7.  Concerning 
*  .Ma/Ta.  Kift.  Vol.  I.  p.  114. 
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7.  Concerning  our  proceedings  againft  the  Quakers, 
our  anfwer  is  contained  in  our  printed  declaration  and 
petition  to  his  Majeftie,  which  wee  hope  will  fatisfy,  but 
if  there  (hould  beany  defigne  to  encourage  theire  coming 
hither  or  his  Majeflie  be  induced  to  permitt  them  theire 
liberty  heerc  (which  God  forbid)  wee  intreate  you,  above 
all  things  elfe,  to  ufe  your  utmofl  interefl  to  prevent,  as 
being  defttudive  to  our  being  heere  and  (o  contrary  to 
our  confciences  10  permitt,  and  no  Icfle  opprefTion  of  us 
than  thedeflroying  both  us  and  ours  by  the  fword. 

8.  To  give  us  as  full  intelligence  as  may  be  by  the  firfl 
opportunity  of  all  matters  that  concerne  what  you  con- 
ccrve  necefiary  to  be  done  for  our  advantage. 

9.  If  any  obje<5l:ion  be  made  that  wee  have  forfeited  our 
pattent  in  feverall  particulars,  you  may  anfwer  that  you 
defire  to  know  the  particulars  obje£ted  and  that  you  doubt 
not  but  a  full  anfwer  will  be  given  thereto  in  due  feafon. 

10.  Finally,  It  is  our  meaning  that  if  in  publick  you  or 
cither  of  you  be  called  to  anfwer  to  thefe  or  any  other 
particulars,  that  you  give  them  to  underftand  that  wee 
could  no:  impower  any  agent  to  a£i:  for  or  anfwer  in  our 
behaife,  becaufe  wee  could  not  forefee  the  particulars 
wherewith  wee  (liould  be  charged,  but  thefe  are  only 
private  intimations  to  yourfelvcs,  which  wee  defire  you  to 
make  ufe  of  for  our  indemnitie  as  you  bed  may  in  a  more 
private  way  and  perfonall  capaciti-e. 

By  the  courte,         Edward  Rawfon,  Secretary. 

Copy  of  the  Elders  Advice  about  the  Addrefles** 

Prefcnr,  Mr.  Willfon,  Mr.  Mather,  Mr.  Syms,  Mr. 
Norton,  Mr.  Elliott,  Mr.  Eigginfon,  Mr.  Thatcher, 
Mr.  Shephard.  Mr.  Allen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  jun. 

WHEREAS  it  pleafed  the  honoured  court  to  recom- 
mend fome  things  ro  the  confideration  and  advice 
ef  the  elders  here  prefentjabout  the  addrelTes  intendcd,&:c. 

I.  We 

*  A  great  nun:>bcr  of  Addreffes  vpferie  drawa  and  laid  before  the 
Court,  bii«  all  were  exceptbnable,  whicli  occaRoned  this  call  tO 
tf?  SUifs  for  Advice. 
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1.  We  acknowledge  Gods  Cngular  prefence  with  the. 
honourable  council  in  what  hath  bin  allrcady  written  to 
thofe  honourable  perfons. 

2.  That  our  allegiance  and  fubje£lion  to  the  kings  ma- 
jefty  is  10  be  acknowledged  (as  formerly  it  hath  bin)  and  is 
contayned  in  the  pattenc  itfelfe,  according  to  the  true 
meaning  thereof, 

3.  That  an  addrefs  to  the  king  his  majefty,  or  to  the 
parliament,  or  both  together  (things  circumdanced  as  they 
arc)  as  feemeth  good  to  the  difcretion  of  the  court,  is 
meet  and  feafonable. 

4.  It  is  doubted  by  the  moH:  whether  we  be  called  (at 
this  time)  to  declare  (or  pronounce)  our  judgment  as  con- 
cerning the  confufions  by  pad  however  grievous. 

5.  That  all  due  acknowledgement  is  to  be  made  of 
the  kings  majefty  in  that  high  and  foveraigne  place,  or 
mod  rightful  throne,  is  meet  and  necelTary,  yet  how  high 
the  congratulations  fliould  be,  confidering  things  prefenc 
and  the  fequels  thereof  (to  God  only  known)  we  cannot 
apprehend. 

6.  Excepting  what  is  here  hinted  (and  fome  other  IciTer 
pafrages)wedo  embrace  the  draught  made  byMr.Norton,"^ 
whofe  great  and  good  paines  therein  wexrannot  but  thank- 
fully acknowledge,  conceiving  alfo  the  other  writings  to 
that  end,  to  be  pertinent  and  thankworthy,  likewife. 

This  paper  was  prefented  by  Mr.  John  Wilfon,  fen. 
to  the  honoured  court  in  the  name  of  the  elders 
prefent. 

as  attefls, 

Edward  Rawfon,  Seer. 


Copy 
*  This  was  not  accepted  by  the  Court.     The  Addrefs  p.  52;  v^as. 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  his  Majefty  King  Charles  IL 
to  Governor  Endecott. 

CHARLES,    i?. 

Trufty  and  well  beloved. 

WEE  greet  you  well.  Ir  having  pleafed  almighty 
God,  after  long  trialls  both  of  us  and  our  people, 
to  touch  their  hearts,  at  lad,  with  a  jufl  fenfe  of  our  right, 
and  by  their  alTiftancc  to  redore  us  peaceably  and  without 
bloud  to  the  exercife  of  our  regal]  authority  for  the  good 
and  wellfare  of  the  nations  committed  to  our  charge.  Wc 
have  made  it  our  care  to  fettle  our  lately  diftradled  king- 
doms at  home,  and  to  extend  our  thoughts  to  increafe  the 
trade  and  advantages  of  our  colonies  and  plantations  abroad. 
Amongfl  which  as  wee  confider  New-England  to  be  one 
of  the  chlefeft,  having  enjoyed  and  grown  up  in  a  long 
and  orderly  eftablifhment,  fo  wee  fliall  not  come  behind 
any  of  our  royal  predecelTors  in  a  jufl  encouragement  and 
protection  of  all  our  loving  fubje^ts  there,  whofe  applica- 
tion unto  us,  fmce  our  late  happy  refloration,  hath  been 
very  acceptable,  and  fliall  not  want  its  due  remembrance 
upon  all  feafonable  occafions;  neither  (liall  we  forget  to 
make  you  and  all  our  good  people  in  thofe  parts  equal  par- 
takers of  thofe  promifes  of  liberty  and  moderation  to  ten- 
der confciences  expreiled  in  our  gracious  declarations ; 
which  though  fome  perfons  in  this  our  kingdom  of  def- 
perate,  difloyal  and  unchriflian  principles,  have  lately  a- 
bufed  to  the  publick  diflurbance  and  their  owne  deflruc- 
tion,  yet  wee  are  confident  our  good  fubje^ts  in  New- 
England  will  make  a  right  ufe  of  ir,  to  the  glory  of  God, 
their  own  fplritual  comfort  and  edification.  And  fo  wee 
bid  you  farewell.  Given  at  our  court  at  Whitehall,  the 
I5fh    day  of  February  1660,  in  the  thirteenth  year  of 

Copj 
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Copy  of  a  Report  made  to  Governor  Endecott 
by  Thomas  Kellond  and  Thomas  Kirkc.* 

Honourable  Sir, 

WEE  according  to  your  honours  order  departed  ia 
fcarch  after  Col.  GofFe  and  Whaley  (perfons  de- 
clared traytors  to  his  Majeftie)  from  Bofton  May  the  yth, 
1 66 If  about  fix  a  clock  at  night,  and  arrived  at  Harford 
the  lothday  and  repaired  to  Governour  Winthrop  and 
gave  him  your  honours  letter  and  his  Majeftics  order  for 
the  apprehending  of  Col.  Whaley  and  GofFe,  who  gave  us 
an  accompt  that  they  did  not  (lay  there  but  went  direfcly 
for  New  Haven,  but  informed  us  that  one  Symon  Lobden 
guided  them  to  the  towne.  The  honourable  Governour 
carried  himfelfe  very  nobly  to  us,  and  was  very  diligent  to 
fupply  us  with  all  manner  of  conveniencies  for  the  profe- 
cution  of  them,  and  promifed  all  dilli^ent  fearch  fliould 
be  made  after  them  in  that  jurifdi6lion,  which  was  after- 
wards performed.  The  nth  day  we  arrived  at  Guilds 
ford  and  repaired  to  the  Deputy  Governor,  William  Leere, 
and  delivered  him  your  honours  letter  and  the  coppie  of 
his  Majcfties  order  for  the  apprehending  of  the  aforefaid 
perfons,  with  whome  at  that  time  was  feverall  perfons. 
After  the  perufal  of  them,  he  began  to  read  them  audibly, 
whereupon  wee  tould  him  it  was  convenient  to  be  more 
private  in  fuch  concernements  as  that  vi'as;  upon  which, 
withdrawing  to  a  chamber,  he  tould  us  he  had  not  feene 
the  two  Colonels  not  in  nine  weekes,  W^e  acquainted 
him  of  the  information  we  had  received  that  they  were 
at  Newhaven  fince  that  time  he  mentioned,  and  thereupon 
defired  him  to  furnifli  us  withhorfes,  &c.  which  was  pre- 
pared with  fome  delays,which  wee  rooke  notice  oF  to  him, 
and  after  our  parting  with  him  out  of  hi§  houfe  and  in  the 

way 

*  Two  young  Merchants  lately  from  England  who  were  employed 

to  m?.ke  fearch  for  Whaley  and  GofFe,  and   feem  to  have  been 

fjf.cere  in  endea^'ourlng  to  apprehend  them,  but  care  was  takcy 

that  it  fiiould  not  be  la  their  power. 
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way  to  the  ordinary,  came  to  us  one  Dennis  Scranton  and 
tould  us  he  would  warrant  that  Col.  Goffe  and  Whaley.  at 
the  time  of  his  fpeaking  was  harboured  at  the  houfe 
of  one  Mr.  Davenport,  a  miniftcr  at  New-Haven,  and  that 
one  Goodnnan  BlQiop  of  the  towne  of  Guildford,  was  able 
to  give  us  the  lyke  accompr,  and  that,without  all  queftion. 
Deputy  Leete  knew  as  much,  and  that  Mr.  Davenport  had 
put  in  ten  pounds  worth  of  frefhprovifions  at  one  tyme  in- 
to his  houfe,  and  that  it  was  imagined  it  was  purpofelyfor 
the  entertainment  of  them. 

And  the  faid  Scranton  faid  further,  That  Goffe  and 
Whaley  fliould  fay  that  if  they  had  but  two  hundred 
friends  that  would  but  ftand  by  them,  they  would  not  care 
for  Old  or  New-England  :  Whereupon  wee  afkt  him  if 
he  would  depofe  to  that :  He  replied  he  would,  that  ic 
was  openly  fpoken  by  them  in  the  head  of  a  companie  in 
the  field  a  traineing.  Which  words  was  alfo  confirmed  by 
feverall  others,  as  allfo  information  that  GofFe  and  Whaley 
vvasfeene  verie  lately  betwixt  the  houfes  of  Mr.  Daven- 
port and  one  Jones,  and  it  was  imagined  that  one  lay  at: 
one  of  theire  houfes  and  the  other  at  the  others.  Upon 
which  wee  went  back  to  the  Deputies  and  required  cur 
horfes,  with  aide,  and  a  power  to  fcarch  and  apprehen-^ 
tu jm  ;  horfes  was  provided  for  us,  but  he  refufed  to  give 
us  any  power  to  apprehend  them,  nor  order  any  other,  and 
faid  he  could  doe  nothing  untill  he  had  fpcken  with  one 
Mr."  Gilbert  and  the  reft  of  the  Magiflrates :  Upon  which 
wee  tould  him  wee  fliould  goe  to  New-Haven  and  flay  till 
wee  heard  from  him,  but  before  wee  tooke  horfe  the 
aforefaid  Dennis  Scranton  gave  us  information,  there  was 
an  Indian  of  the  towne  wanting,  which  he  tould  us  was  to 
give  notice  of  our  comeing.  But  to  our  certaine  know- 
ledge one  John  Megges  was  fent  a  horfeback  before  uf, 
and  by  his  fpeedie  and  unexpecled  goeing  fo  early  before 
day  was  to  give  them  an  information,  and  the  rather  be- 
caufe  by  the  dekiyes  was  us'd  it  was  breake  of  day  before 
wee  got  to  horfe,  foe  hee  got  there  before  us ;  upon  our 
fufpicioa  wee  required  the  Depurie  that  the  faid  John 

Meggs 
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Meggs  might  bee  examined  what  his  bufinefs  was  that 
might  occafion  his  foe  early  goeing  :  To  which  the  De- 
putie  anfwered  that  hee  did  not  know  any  fuch  thing,  and 
rcfufed  to  examine  him  ;  and  being  at  Newhaven,  which 
was  on  the  13th  day,  theDeputie  arrived  within  two  hours 
or  thereabouts  after  us  and  came  to  us  to  the  court  cham- 
ber, where  wee  againe  acquainted  him  with  the  informa- 
tion wee  had  received  and  that  wee  had  caufe  to  believe 
they  were  concealed  in  Newhaven,  and   thereupon  wee 
required  his  alTiftance  and  aide  for  their  apprehenfion : 
To  vfhkh  he  anfwered  that  he  did  not  believe  they  were. 
Whereupon  wee  defired  him  to  impower   us,   or  order 
others  for  it.     To  which  he  gave  us  this  anfwer,    That 
hee  could    not,   nor  would    not  make  us  magiftrates : 
Wee  replied,  wee  ourfelves  would  perfonally  adventure 
in  the  fearch  and  apprehenfion  of  them  in  two  houfes 
where  wee  had  reafon  to  imagine  they  lay  hid,  if  they 
would  give  way  to  it  and  enable  us :  To  which  hee  re* 
plied,  Hee  neither  would,  nor  could  not  doe  any  thinge 
until!  the  freemen  were  met  together.    To  which  wee  fet 
before  him  the  danger  of  that  delay  and  their   inevatable 
efcape,  and  how  much  the  honour  and  fervice  of  his  Ma- 
jeftie  was  defpifed  and  trampled  on  by  him,  and  that  wee 
fuppofed  by  his  unwillingncfs  to  aflift  in  the  apprehenfion, 
hee  was  willing  they  lliould  efcape  :  After  which  hee  left 
us  and  went  to  feverall  of  the  magiftrates  and  were  toge- 
ther five  or  fix  hours  in  confultarion,  and  upon  breakeing 
up  of  their  counfell,  they  tould  us,  they  would  not  nor  could 
cot  doe  any  thing  until!  they  had  called  a  general!  court 
of  the  freemen  :    Whereupon  wee  reprefented   to   them 
your  Honours  and  Governour  Winthrops  warrants  as  pre- 
fidenis,  who  upon  the  reccite  of  his  Majefties  pleafure  and 
order  concerning  the  faid  perfons,    flood  nor  upon  fuch 
niceties  and  formallities,  but  endeavoured  to  make  all  ex- 
pedition in  feizing  on  them,  if  to  bee  found  in  their  govern- 
ment, and  allfo  how  your  honour  had  recommended  this 
grand  affaire  to  him,  and  how  much  the  honour  and  judice 
<9f  his  Majeflie  was  concerned,  and  how  ill  his  facred  ^Ja- 

jeiiie 
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jcftie  would  refent  fuch  horrid  and  deteflable  concealments 
and  abetfings  of  fuch  traitors  and  regicides  as  they  were, 
and  alkt  hitn  whether  he  would  honour  and  obey  the  king 
or  noc  in  this  affaire,  and  fett  before  him  the  daunger 
which  by  law  is  incurred  by  any  one  that  conceales  or 
abctts  traytors ;  to  which  the  Depuiie  Lcete  anfwered, 
wee  honour  his  Majeftie,  but  wee  have  tender  confciences. 
To  which  wee  replied,  that  wee  believed  that  he  knew 
where  they  were,  and  onely  pretended  tendernefs  of  con- 
fcience  for  a  refufall :  Upon  which  they  drew  into  con- 
fultation  againe,  and  after  two  or  three  houres  fpenr,  in 
the  evening  the  Deputie  and  Magiftratcs  came  to  us  at 
the  head  of  the  flaires  in  the  ordinarie,  and  takes  one  of 
us  by  the  hand  and  wviflic  he  had  binn  a  plowman  and  had 
never  binn  in  the  office,  fmce  he  found  it  foe  weightie. 

To  which  wee  tould  them,  that  for  their  refpc£t  to  two 
traytors  they  would  doe  themfelves  injurie  and  pcffibly 
ruine  rhemfelves  and  the  whole  collony  of  Newhavcn,  and 
flill  continuing  to  prelTe  them  to  their  duty  and  loyaltie 
to  his  Majeflie,  and  whether  they  would  owne  his  Majeftie 
or  noe,  it  was  anfwered,  they  would  firft  knowe  whether 
his  Majedie  would  owne  thera.^ 

This  was  the  fubftance  of  our  proceedings,  there  was 
other  circumflantiall  cxpreflions  which  are  too  tedious  to 
trouble  your  honour  withall,  and  which  wee  have  givea 
your  honour  a  verball  accompt  of,  and  conceive  it  needlefs 
to  infid  any  further ;  and  foe  findeing  them  obflinate  and 
pcrienaceous  in  their  contempt  of  his  Majeflie,  wee  came 
away  the  next  day  in  profecution  after  them,  according  to 
inflruiflions,  to  the  Governour  of  Manadds,  from  whome 
wee  received  civill  rtfpe6ls  and  a  promife,  if  they  were 
within  his  jurifjidtion,  weefliould  command  what  ayde  wee 
pleafed,  but  for  fending  of  them  according  to  your  honours 
requed,  hee  could  nor  anfwer  it  to  his  mafters  at  home, 
but  if  they  came  there  hee  fliould  give  your  honour  timely 
notice :  Whereupon   we   rcquefled   his  honour  the  Go- 

Z  vernour 

*  N€w-IIaven  V72s  a  government  formed!  hy  a  voluntary  Combi- 
nation, without  any  Charter,  or  Commiflfjon,  or  authority  whaj-* 
fcey«f  ffgia  ihe  Crcwn,  or  other  Powers  in  England. 
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irerdour  of  Minada  to  Uy  a  reftraint  upon  all  (hipping 
from  tranfporfing  of  ihem,  whicii  hee  pi.3-.)!iftd  (hould  be 
donne,  and  allfo  to  give  order  to  his  fifcall  or  chief  officer 
to  make  private  fearch  in  all  vtffclls  for  them  that  wer« 
going  thence. 

Upon  which,  wee  findeing  any  other  meanes  would  bee 
InefFe^lualJ,  wee  made  our  returne  hither  by  fea,  to  give 
your  honour  an  accorapt,  and  to  which  (when  yrur  ho- 
nour (hall  require  it)  arc  ready  todepofc  to  the  truth  of 
it,  and  remaine  Sir, 

Your  honours  humble  fervants, 
Bofton  May  29th  Thomas  Ke'lond, 

1 661.  Thomas  Kirke. 

go^h  May  i66t. 
Mr.  Thomas  Kdlond  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Kirke  having  delivered  this  paper  to 
the  Govemour  as  their  returne.  in 
anfwer  to  what  they  were  imployde, 
depofed  before  the  Governour  and 
Magiftrates  that  what  is  there  ex- 
prefl  is  the  tru'h,  the  whole  truth 
and  nothing  but  the  truth. 

Per    Edward  Ravvfon,  Secretary. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Secretary  Rawfon  to 
William  Leete,  tfq;  Governour  of  New- 
Haven  Jurifdidlion. 

Honoured  Sir, 

THE  council  of  our  jurifdi£lion  being  alTembled  the 
4th  inftant  at  Boflon,  ordered  me  to  fignify  to  you 
xx'hat  larely  they  have  receaved  from  England  by  Captaia 
Leverett,  his  letter  bearing  d<jre  12th  April  1661,  who 
tells  us  that  however  our  addrelTe  to  his  Majeily  came 
feafonably  and  had  a  gracious  auAver,  yett  many  com- 
plaints and  claims  are  multiplied  acainil  us,  and  that  wee 
ars  like  co  heare  from  his  M^jeily's  committee  what  thofe 

complaints 
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complaints  are,  and  what  is  expe£i:ed  from  us  ;  that  an 
oath  was  produced  againft  him  for  faying  that  rather  then 
wee  (hould  or  would  admitt  of  appeales  here,  wee  would 
or  fiiould  fell  the  country  to  the  Spaniards ;  which  though 
he  abfolutely  denyed  that  ever  he  fo  faid,  and  that  if  he 
fhould  have  fo  faid  he  had  wronged  the  country  very  much, 
fomeof  the  faid  committee  faid  the  words  if  fpokcn  they  were 
pardoned,  but  they  looked  at  the  words  not  fo  much  his 
as  the  fpirit  of  the  country,  and  tho'  againe  he  defired  that 
the  country  might  not  fuffer,  in  theire  minds,  for  what  he 
knew  was  fo  much  and  fo  farre  from  them,  as  to  thinke 
ought  in  any  fuch  refpefl,  yet  one  of  them  proceeded  to 
queftion  him,whether  if  wee  dur(t  wee  would  not  caft  off 
our  allegiance  and  fubjedion  to  his  Majefly  ;  He  anfwer- 
cd,  he  did  apprehend  wee  were  honell:  men  and  had  de- 
clared in  our  application  to  his  Majefty  the  contrary,  and 
therefore  could  not  have  fuch  thoughts  of  us  without  the 
breach  of  charity  ;  that  it  is  no  lefTe  than  neceffary  we  had 
fome  able  perfon  to  appcare  for  U3,  well  furniftied  to  carry 
on  our  biifines,  which  will  not  be  without  money  ;  that 
the  councill  for  planrations  demanded  of  him  whether  wee 
had  proclaimed  the  King  and  whether  there  was  not  much 
oppofition  to  the  agreeing  of  our  application.  He  anfwer- 
cd  he  knew  not,  only  had  heard  Capr,  Breaden  fay  fo, 
but  humbly  fubmitted  to  theire  confideraiion,  that  neither 
wee  nor  any  other  were  to  be  concluded  by  debates  but 
by  our  conclufions,  which  were  fent  and  prefented  to  his 
Majefly  in  our  names.  They  tooke  notice,  from  enquiry, 
that  it  was  only  from  one  colony,  namely,  Maffachufetts, 
and  have  theire  conlideratinns  of  the  other  colonies  neg- 
lef^s,  to  fpeake  mofl  favourably  thereof.  Thus  farr  as  to 
the  letter.  Further,  1  am  required  to  fignify  to  you  as  from 
ihem,  that  the  non  attendance  with  dilligence  to  execute 
the  Kings  majeftys  warrant  for  the  apprehending  of  Colonel 
Whaley  and  Goffe  will  much  hazard  the  prcfent  flate  of 
ihefe  colonies  and  your  owne  particularly,  if  not  fome  of 
jour  perfons,  which  is  not  a  little  afflictive  to  them.  And 
that  in  theire  underftanding  there  remaines  no  way  to  ex- 

Z  2  piate 
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plate  the  offence  and  prcferve  yourfelves  from  the  danger 
and  hazard  but  by  apprehending  the  faid  perfons,  who  at 
wee  are  informed  are  yett  remaining  in  the  colony  and  not 
above  a  fortnight  fmce  were  Iren  there,  all  which  will  be 
againft  yon.  bir,  Your  o^vne  welfare,  the  welfare  of 
your  neighbours,  befpeake  your  unwearied  paines  ro  free 
yourfelfe  and  neighbours.  1  (hail  not  add,  having  fo  lately 
by  a  few  lines  from  our  Governour  and  myfv^lfe  looking 
much  this  way  communira'cd  our  fence  and  thoughts  of 
your  and  our  troubles,  and  have  as  yetr  receival  no  return, 
but  commend  you  to  God  and  his  rich  grace,  for  your 
guidance  and  dire<^ion  in  a  matter  of  fuch  moment,  as  his 
Majefty  may  receave  full  and  jull  farti«?fa^lion,  the  mouths 
of  all  oppofcrs  (topped  and  the  profcfTi  )n  of  the  truth  that 
is  in  you  and  us  may  not  in  the  lead  fuffer  by  your  actings 
is  the  prayer  of  Sir, 

Your  affured  loving  friend, 

Bofton  4th  July  1 66 1.  Edward  Rawfon,  Secretary. 

In  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  council]. 

Sir,  Since  what  I  wrote,  news  and  certaine  intelligence  is 
come  hither  of  the  two  colonells  being  at  New  Haven 
from  Saturday  to  Monday  and  publickly  knowne,  and 
however  it  is  given  out  that  they  came  to  furrender 
themfclves  and  pretended  by  Mr.  Gilbert  that  he  looked 
when  they  would  have  come  in  and  delivered  up  them- 
felvcs,  never  ferting  a  guard  about  the  houfe  nor  endea- 
vouring to  fecure  them,  but  when  it  was  too  late  to 
fend  to  Totocur  &:c.  Sir,  How  this  will  be  taken  is 
not  difficult  ro  imai^ne,  to  be  fure  not  well ;  nay,  will 
not  all  men  condemn  you  as  wanting  to  yourfelves,  and 
that  you  have  fomefhmg  to  rely  on,  at  lead  that  you 
hope  will  anfwer  your  ends  ?  I  am  not  willmg  to  med- 
dle with  your  hopes,  but  if  it  be  a  duty  to  obey  fuch 
lawfuU  warrants,  as  I  believe  it  is,  the  negleft  thereof 
will  prove  uncomfortable.  Pardon  me,  Sir,  its  my  de- 
fire  you  may  regaine  your  peace  (and  if  you  pleafe  to 

give 
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giye  mee  notice  when  you  will  fend  the  two  colonells) 
the'  Mr.  Wood  Greene  is  bound  hence  wirhin  a  month, 
yet  if  you  (hall  give  me  afTurance  of  iheire  coming  I 
(hall  not  only  endeavour  but  doe  hereby  engage  to  caufc 
his  (lay  a  fortnight,  nay  3  weekes,  rather  than  they 
Cbould  not  be  fent,  expelling  your  anfwer,  remaine 

Sir,     Your  affurcd  loving  friend  and  fervant, 

Edward   Rawfon. 


Copy  of  an  Addrcfs    from    the  General  Court 
to  King  Charles  IL* 

To  the  high  and  mighty  Prince  Charles  the  fecond,  by 
the  grace  of  God  King  of  Great  Britaine,  France  and 
Ireland,  defender  of  the  faith. 

Illuftrious  Sir, 

THAT  majeflic  and  benignitie  both  fate  upon  the 
throne  whereunto  your  outcaft  made  their  former 
addrcffe,  wimes  this  fecond  euchariftical  approach  unto  the 
beft  of  kings,  who  to  other  titles  of  royaltie  common  to 
him  with  ocher  gods  amongd  men,  delighteth  herein  more 
peculiarly  to  conforme  himfeUe  to  theGod  of  gods,  in  that 
he  hath  not  defpifed  nor  abhorred  the  afflidlion  of  the 
afflidled,  neither  hath  he  hid  his  face  from  him,  but  whea 
he  cried  he  heard. 

Our  petition  was  the  reprefentation  of  an  exiles  nccefli- 
ties,  this  fcript  gratulatory  and  lowly  is  the  reflexion  of 
the  gracious  rayes  of  chriflian  majeftie.  There  wee  be- 
fought  your  favour  by  prefenting  to  a  compaflionaie  eye 
that  bottleful  of  teares  (bed  by  us  in  this  jefliimon : 
Here  we  alfoacknowjedge  the  efficacie  of  regal  influence  txj 
qualify  thefe  fait  waters.  The  million  of  ours  was  accom- 
panied with  thefe  churches  fitting  in  fackcloth,  the  recep- 
tion of  yours  was  as  the  holding  forth  of  the  fcepter  of  life. 

Z  3  The 

*  This  Addrefs,  though  it  paffed  the  whole  Court,  I  don't  find  to 
have  been  fent,  I  have  feveral  others  vsrhich  were  prepared  otv 
this  occafion  in  much  the  fame  fort  of  Rhctorick. 
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The  truth  is,  fuch  were  the  impreflions  upon  our  fpirits 
tvhen  we  received  an  anfwcr  of  peace  from  a  gracious, 
frona  our  gracious  foveragne,  as  tranfccnds  the  facultie  of  an 
cremirical  fcribe.  Such,  as  though  our  exprcfTions  of  them 
neede  pirloo,  yet  the  fupprellion  of  them  feemeth  un- 
pardonable.    A  defert  condition,  in  fome  fenfe,  is  an  ob- 
yti  hriell  ro  uiagnific  princely  radiance,  inferior  whereto 
CM.nor  ni  ke  rlie  wilucrnts  lejoice.    Opake  bodies  occafion 
the  moll  u.uienr  reflsr<ftions.     A*Tcflion  makes  a  rhetori- 
cian.    Crseiu^'s  dumbe  fon  fpeaks  to  prevent  miferie,  and 
Z  Jjciah's  cungue  bieakeih  looie  lo  acknowledge  mercic. 
I:  vas  a  day  wherein  your  pec  pie,  who  had  forgot   prof- 
pcritie,  the  people, the  joy  of  whofe  heart  was  long  ceafed, 
W<4S  revived  in  thematers  of  their  God.  Life  from  death 
is  fo  much  the   moie  fweet.     Gofpel  libertie,  truely  fo 
called,  is  fweeter  thm  life,  efpecially  when  refcued  from 
its  concrarie  more  bitter  than  death,  and  yet  more  edul- 
corated when  refenred  as  a  frjial  pledge  of  (he  kindnesof 
the  Lord  in  that  evna^^licai  promife   kings  (hall  be  thy 
nurfmg  fathers.  It  vva:.  a  good  day,dnd  <Mce  (hould  not  doe 
well  to  holde  our  tongue  as  concerning   the  heart  confo- 
lation'^  of  your  fad  abje6ls,  the  at^c(ftionate  benedi<5lions  of 
your  moft  ferene  highnes  tempered  with  tears  of  joy,when 
warmed  with  the  influence  or  your  royal  favour  they,  by 
way  ofcongratulation,comforiedthenifelves  that  the  breath 
of  our  nof^rils  the  anointed  of  the  Lord   hath  cfcaped 
their  pits  of  whom  wee  beqin  to  (dyy  under  his  ihadow 
Wee  (hall  live  amongfl  the  heathen. 

Wee  are  deeply  fenfible  of  your  Majefly's  intimation 
relating  ro  inffruments  of  Satan,  a£led  by  impulfe  diaboli- 
cal. Venncr  (not  to  %  whence  he  came  to  us)  went  out 
from  u^  hecaufe  he  was  not  of  us.  God  preferve  your 
Majedie  from  all  emiiTaries  agitated  by  an  infernal  fpirit^ 
under  what  appellation  foever  difguifed.  Luther  fome- 
time  wrote  to  th^  fenatc  of  Mulhoyfen  to  beware  of  the 
Wolfe  Muncer, 

Royal 
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Royal  Sir,  Your  juft  title  to  the  crown  enthronizeth 
you  in  our  conlciences,  your  gracioufnes  in  ou/  aiTe£lions; 
that  infpireth  nnio  dutie,  this  naturalizeth  unto  loyaltic. 
Hence  vre  call  you  Lord,  hence  a  faviour.  Mephiboflieth, 
how  prejudicially  foever  mirreprefented,  yet  rejoyceth  that 
the  King  is  come  in  peace  to  his  owne  houfe.  Nowe  the 
Lord  hath  dealt  well  with  our  Lord  the  King,  may  New 
England  under  your  royal  prote<^ion  be  permitted  ilill  to 
fing  the  Lords  fong  in  this  (Irange  land.  It  fliall  be  noe 
griete  of  heart  for  the  bleiring,of  a  people  ready  to  perifb, 
dayly  to  come  upon  your  Majeftie,  the  blelling  of  your 
owne  people,  who  (not  here  to  alledge  the  innocencie  of 
our  caufe,  touching  which  let  us  live  no  longer  than  wee 
fubje6^  ourfelves  to  an  orderly  tryall  thereof)  though,  in 
the  particulars  of  fubfcription  and  conformitie,  fuppofed 
to  be  under  the  hallucinations  of  weak  brethren,  yet  crave 
leave  with  all  humility  to  fay,  whether  the  voluntarie 
quitting  of  our  native  and  deareft  country  be  not  fufficieat 
to  expiate,  fo  innocent  a  miftake  (if  a  mi  (lake)  let  God, 
Angels,  your  Majcdie  and  all  good  men  judge, 

Nowe  he,  in  whofe  hand  the  times  and  tryals  of  all  mea 
are,  who  hath  made  your  Majeftie  remarkably  parallel  to 
the  mofl:  eminent  of  Kings  both  for  the  fpace  and  kind  of 
your  troubles,  fo  as  that  very  day  cannot  be  excepted 
wherein  they  drove  him  from  abyding  in  the  inheritance 
of  the  Lord,  faying  goe  ferve  other  gods,  make  you  alfo 
(which  h  the  crown  of  all)  more  and  more  like  unto  him 
in  being  a  man  after  Gods  owne  heart,  to  doe  whatfoever 
he  will ;  yea,  as  the  Lord  was  with  David,  fo  let  him  be 
with  your  mofl  excellent  Majeftie,  and  make  the  throne 
of  King  Charles  the  fecond  both  greater  and  better  than 
the  throne  of  King  David,  or  than  the  throne  of  any  of 
your  royal  progenitors. 

So  fliall  allwaies  pray 

Great  Sir, 
Your  Majefl:ies  mofl:  humble  and  ioyal  fubjefls. 

ro  Augufl:  6i. 

Z  4  The 
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The  deputyes  approve  of  this  letter  to  be  fent  to  his 
Majeftic  (the  third  feftion  between  the  lines  drawne 
only  excepted)  with  refferencc  to  the  confent  of  our 
honoured  magiftrates  hereunto. 

William  Torrcy,  Cleric. 

Confented  to  by  the  magiflrates. 

Edw.  Rawfon,  Secretary. 


Copy  of  a  Declaration  of  theComminioncrs  of  the 
united  Colonies  concerning  Whalcy  and  GofTe. 

WHEREAS  it  appeareth  by  his  Majeflies  order  di- 
re61ed  to  John  Endecotr,  Efq;  governour  of  the 
Maffachufetts  and  to  all  oiher  governours  and  magiftrates 
in  New- England,  and  by  him  communicated  to  the  re- 
fpc£^ive  governours  of  the  united  colonies,  for  the  appre- 
hending of  Exivvard  Whallcy  and  William  GofFe,  who  (land 
convi6Ved  of  high  treafon  for  the  horrid  murther  of  hi» 
royal!  father,  as  is  exprelTed  in  the  faid  order,  and  exempt- 
ed from  pardon  by  the  aft  of  indemni[y;  in  obedience 
whereunto  dilligent  fearch  hath  been  made  for  the  faid 
perfons  in  the  feverall  colonies  (as  wee  are  informed)  and 
whereas, nor withftanding, it  is  conceived  probable  that  the 
faid  perfons  may  remaine  hide  in  fome  parts  of  New- 
England,  rhefe  are  therefore  ferioufiy  to  advice  and  fore- 
warne  all  perfons  whatfoever  within  the  faid  colonies,  not 
to  receive,  harbour,  conceal  or  fucconr  the  faid  perfons  fo. 
attaint^i,  or  either  of  ihcvn,  but  that  as  they  may  have 
any  kno  ^-dedge  or  information  where  the  faid  Whalley  and 
GofFe  are,  that  ihey  forthwith  make  knownethe  fame  ip 
fome  of  the  governours  or  magiflrates  next  refiding,  and 
in  the  mean  time  doe  their  urmofl  endeavour  for  theire 
apprehending  and  fecuring,  as  they  will  aufwer  the  con- 
trary ar  their  utmoil:  perill.     And  wee  doe  hereby  declare 

ll^ac  all  fuch  p^rfoa  or  p^rfor^S:  that  fiuce  th?  pubiicacioo 

9f 
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•f  his  Majefties  order  have  wittingly  and  wiHingly  enter- 
tained or  harboured  the  aforefaid  Whalley  and  GofFc,  or 
hereafter  (hall  doe  the  like,  have  and  will  incurre  his 
Majefties  higheft  difpleafure,  as  is  intimated  in  the  faid 
order,  and  will  be  accompted  enemies  to  the  publique 
peace  and  wellfaire  of  the  united  colonies,  and  may  expe£l 
to  be  proceeded   with  accordingly. 

By  the  commifTioners  of  the  united  colonies  at  theire 
meeting  at  Hartford,  Sept,  5.  1661. 

Thomas  Prince, 
John  Mafon,  Symon  Bradftrecte, 

Samuel  Willis,        Daniel  Denifon, 
William  Leete.       Thomas  Souihworth, 


Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  the  General 
Court  appointed  for  the  difpatch  of  Agents 
to   England,* 

4  January  1661,  Att  a  meeting  of  the  committee  at  the 
Ancor  taverne  in  Bofton,  in  reference  to  the  difpatch 
of  the  worfhipful  Symon  Bradftreete  and  the  reverend 
Mr.  John  Norton,  mcfTcngers  appointed  by  the  general 
court  to  be  fent    to  England. 

Prefent,  Daniel  Gookin,  Efq;  ?P''  I'l*"",^"^^'' 

ThcasDanfonhifq;       STjofeVm"' 

The  committee  fendmg  to  the  Deputy  Governour,  de- 
firing  his  prefence  and  affiftance  at  this  meeting, 
defired  he  might  be  excufed  and  came  not. 

IT   is  ordered  by  this  committee  that  the  gentlemen 
chofen  at  the  lad  and  this  feiSons  of  the  general  court 
to  raife  money  for  the  accommodating  of  the  meffengers 

appointed 

*  The  colony  at  this  time  was  divided  upon  the  expediency  of 
fending  agents  to  England.  The  Governor  and  Deputy  Go- 
vernor were  againft  it,  and  though  appointed  to  be  of  the  com- 
IRJUC?  sJcclinsd  afting.     The  agents  th?mfel?es  fesm  to  have 

been 
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appointed  to  goe  for  England  to  negotiate  with  his  Majcftjr  \ 
in  bchalfe  of  the  country,  be  hereby  defired  and  impnw- 
fered  to  raife  fower  hundred  pounds  fterling  to  bepayde 
unto  Symon  Bradftreete,  Efq;  and  Mr.  John  Norton  at 
JLondon,  within  thirty  days  after  their  arrivall  there,  and 
alio  procure  letters  of  credit  for  the  faid  meflcngers  to  take 
up  in  Lonr'on  what  money  more  they  may  have  occafion 
to  ufe,  not  exceeding  the  Aim  of  three  hundred  pounds. 
And  it  is  further  defired  that  the  faid  commitree  be  fecret 
in  the  management  of  this  affaire,  fo  far  as  they  poiTibly 
may,  efpecially  refpefting  the  quantity  of  money  procured. 
And  further,  wee  advife  and  diredl  that  the  faid  feme  or 
fomes  of  money  be  tranfmitted  into  che  hands  of  Mr.Henry 
Afliurft,  in  irufl  for  the  purpofes  aforefiid,  as  alfo  the  faid 
committee  are  to  take  care  that  the  faid  perfons  be  hono- 
rably and  comfortably  accommodared  with  provifions  for 
thefca  and  other  necefTaries  in  that  refpe^t  and  for  their 
paffages,  and  keepe  an  account  of  fuch  difburfments  to  be 
delivered  unto  the  treafurer  of  the  countrey,  who  is  here- 
by ordered  to  make  payment  of  the  fame  together  with 
fecurity  for  the  other  fomes  according  to  the  generall 
courts  order. 

The  committee  having  fent  for  the  gentlemen  appointed 
to  raife  moneys  and  make  provifions  as  in  the  order 
above  mentioned,  Capt.  Thomas  Savage,  Mr.  Heze- 
kiah  Ufhcr,  Capt.  Wm.  D^vis,  and  the  Secretary  ap- 
pearing had  the  faid  order  communicated  to  them 
and  promifed  to  endeavour  accordingly. 

The 
been  preflsd  into  the  fervice.  They  feared  a  !ong  detention  in 
England  and  were  not  fure  that  they  were  intirely  free  from 
danger  of  reftraint  upon  their  liberty.  Complaints  had  been 
preferred  againft  the  colony  from  all  quarters.  Mr.  Bradftreet 
had  been  a  magiftrate  from  the  beginning.  It  wa«  well  known 
that  the  elders  or  clergy  ufed  to  be  confulted  and  had  great  in- 
fluence in  every  affair  of  raoment,  and  Mr.  Norton  was  of  that 
order  and  of  great  note.  Befides,  it  was  doubtful  what  would 
be  the  fate  of  the  charter.  If  taken  away  they  would  not  know 
where  to  obtain  fatistaftion  for  any  extraordinary  expence  or 
trouble  in  England. 
The  proceedings  of  this  committee  contribute  to  a  juft  idea  of  the 
Aate  of  the  colony  at  this  period. 
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The  committee  fpenc  the  reft  of  this  day  and  the  5th 

difcourfing  with  the  elders  of  the  church  of  Chrift  in  Boftoa 

and  in  writing  a  letter  to  them  and  the 

The  firftofthefe  church  to  defire  their  concurrence  with 

hel7n.rninT  ^^e  votc  of  the  general!  court  for  the 
the  general!  court,  j  **      t   i      xt 

bearing  date  the  fendmg  the  reverend  Mr.  John  Norton, 
3d  January  1661.  theire  teacher,  with  the  worfhipful  Mr. 
Bradftreete  into  England,  to  negotiate  the 
countreys  affaires  with  the  Kings  Majcfty,  and  alfo  writing 
other  letters  to  other  churches,  defiring  their  neighbourly 
aiTiilance  and  helpe  in  their  turnes  as  to  fupplying  of  Mr. 
Nortons  abfence,  which  laft  was  not  fent  forth,  the  church 
of  Bofton  otherwife  ordering  theire  fupply. 

7  January  1661.  The  committee  meeting  againe  to- 
gether, at  the  Ancor  taverne  in  Boilon,  according  to 
their  agreement  or  adjournment, 

Prefent,   r,    ^    ^    , .  Capt.  Lufher, 

Capt.  Gookm       ^^f^  ^^^^^      ^^^ 

Mr.  Danforth,      ^r  Jofcph  Hill. 

The  Dep.  Gov.  being  againe  defired  to  affoord  the  com- 
mittee his  prefence  and  affiftance,  defired  to  beexcufed. 

T  is  ordered  that  the  Secretary  doe  forthwith  tranfcribe 
the  records  of  the  court  referring  to  the  proceedings 
of  the  court  concerning  Gorton  and  his  company,  Roade 
Hand,  the  Ironworkes,  the  Quakers,  Pifcataqua,  Dr.  Child 
and  his  company,  Mr.  Hieldcrfliam,  the  Lords  letters  about 
appcales,  Reafons  politicall  for  thefe  plantations,  two  cop- 
pies  of  the  pattent.  Petition  to  the  King,  and  fuch  other 
as  he  (hall  fee  needfull  to  give  a  right  underftanding  of 
ihe  grounds  of  the  courts  proceedings  about  the  fame. 

There  being  great  reafon  that  Mr.  Bradftreet  fhould 
have  an  opportunity  to  goe  and  vifit  his  family  and  fett 
things  in  order  there,  that  he  might,  as  foon  as  may  be, 
give  up  himfelfe  to  the  profecuting  of  the  courts  defire 
to  effect,  the  committee  adjourned  to  the  18th  inftanr, 
^i  the  Ancpr  taverne. 

1 8th 


I 
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1 8th  of  January  i66i.    The  committee  met  together  at* 
the  place.  Prefent, 

apt.  Gookin.       ?P;-  Y?7' 

Mr.  Danforth.      S''  i^^r    /h'i. 
'      Mr.  Joleph  Hill. 

AT  which  meeting  Mr.  Bradflreet  and  Mr.  Norton 
prefented  the  propofitions  here  under  writ  to  the 
confideration  of  the  committee. 

1  Q^  Whether  the  afferting  the  countreys  privileges  of 
patent  lo  large  as  the  laft  petition  exprefTerh  be  convenient  ? 

2  Q^  Whether  the  committee  have  power  to  leave  out 
or  alter  the  faid  petition,  becaufe  the  courts  order  requires 
to  keepe  the  fenfe  and  fubftance  of  what  the  court  have 
agreed  on  ? 

3  Ql  Whither  the  committee  may  and  will  engage,  ii^ 
the  name  of  the  court,  to  make  good  all  fuch  damages  as 
ihall  befall  them  by  meanes  of  any  complaint  or  proceed- 
ings in  England  againft  them  on  behalfe  of  the  count rey, 
or  as  they  are  the  countreys  commiflioners,  whilil  they 
(hall  there  abide  on  the  countreys  fervice  ? 

4  Q:.  Whether  the  Deputy  Governour  declining  the 
afiiltance  of  the  committee,  and  the  Governour  manifefling 
himfelfe,  fmce  the  court,  unwilling  lo  the  prefent  fending 
(as  fome  have  fuggefled)  arp  not  juH:  impediments  to  the 
proceedings  at  prefent,  and  ground  of  difcouragement  ? 

The  committee  perufing  the  queftions  returned  the 
anfwers  underwritt. 

In  anfwer  to  the  ifl  and  2d  queftions. 
Whereas  the  petition  to  the  King,  agreed  upon  by  the 
generail  court  in  their  lafl  fefFions,  was  to  be  prefented  to 
our  commifTioners  confideration,  and  therein  they  exprefl'ed 
iherafelves  doubtf  ull  of  the  convenicncy  of  fome  pafiages 
therein  mentioned,  which  at  this  diftance  cannot  be  re- 
folved  to  fatisfa£lion,  wee  judge  meere  to  leave  and  doe 
I)ere  conclude  and  order  that  it  (hall  be  at  their  liberty  10 
prefenr  the  other  petition  agreed  in  the  former  feflion,  in 
cafe  they  fliall  judge  i:  more  conducing  to  attaine  the  pre- 
fer vat  ioa 
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fervation  of  the  countreys  juft  liberties  and  privileges  thaa 
the  latter,  and  that  the  names  of  Mr.  Bradftreet  and  Mr. 
Norton  be  inferted  in  both  the  firft  petitions  ;  adding 
thefe  words  alter  the  words  fufpended  lawes  (as  to  death 
and  corporall  puniihment.) 

To  the  3d  Queftion  our  anfwer  is  affirmative. 

To  the  4ih   Queftion  our  anfwer  is  negative. 

By  order  of  the  committee, 
1 8  January  1 661.  Edw.  Rawfon,  Secretary. 

Bofton,  January  i8th  1661. 
A  writing  being  exhibited  by  the  honored  commillioners 
of  the  generall  court  for  negotiating  of  our  aflairs  with 
the    king's   majefty    and    his   moft:  honorable    council!. 
The  tenure  whereof  was  as  followeth, 

THE  honored  generall  court  not  having  leifure  to 
communicate,  unto  their  meflengers  intended,  the 
matter  of  their  milTion  with  an  opportunity  to  confider 
thereof,  and  upon  its  communication  by  the  honored  com- 
mittee theire  appeared  thefe  enfuing  and  unexpected 
difficulties. 

1.  Two  of  themagiftrates  either  not  giving  their  placet, 
or  fignifying  their  non-placet  as  to  the  miffion  at  this  time, 
the  governor  and  deputy  governor  being  two  of  them,and 
though  members  of  the  commiitee,  yet  declining  fo  much 
as  toowne  the  bufmes  with  their  prefcnce. 

2.  The  very  fubftance  of  the  melFuage,  doubted  even 
by  the  greater  part  of  the  committee  (fo  farre  as  appear- 
eth  to  us)  to  be  inexpedient  to  the  end,  if  prefented  at  this 
time,  in  conjunflion  with  the  courts  inilru6lion  to  the 
committee  not  to  recede  from  the  fubftance  of  what  hath 
been  agreed  upon  by  them. 

3.  The  feeming  difficulties  of  preparing  any  melTuagc, 
as  becometh,  in  theftreight  of  time  remaining. 

4.  The  hazard  of  the  undertaking,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  honored  committee,  fo   fenfible  thereof  as  that  they 
thought  meets  to  order  the  meifengcrs  (whofe  coming  can- 
not 
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not  be  hid)  yet  upon  their  arrival  to  abide  hidden  and  fof«i 
bearc  any  publick  management  of  affaires  untill  protection 
for  their  perfons  may  be  obtained  from  his  majefty,  a  prac- 
tife  obnoxious  to  manifold  inconveniences. 

Wee  in  refpeft  of  the  premiffes  (chat  wee  may  have,up- 
on  occafion,  to  anfwer  for  and  fattislie  ourfelvcs  in  time  to 
come)  doe  conceive  it  our  part  and  duty  not  to  concealc 
the  prementioned  difcouragement,  but  thereupon  to  offer 
to  the  committees  folemn  confideration  whether  it  be  not 
more  elligible  to  improove  the  power  committed  to  them, 
rather  for  the  deferring  then  for  the  putting  on  the  pre- 
fent  mifCon  intended,  touching  which  queftion,  if  they  in- 
cline 10  the  negative,  wee  hope  the  bed,  but  if  after  all 
they  (hall  fllll  determine  for  the  affirmative  a  meete  mef- 
fage  with  other  requifites  provided,  wee  hope  wee  (hall 
not  be  wanting  to  the  duty  of  patience  therein,  though 
deftiture  of  that  encouragement  which  was  fundamental! 
to  our  acceptance,  and  in  defe£l  whereof  our  hope  was 
that  the  authority  of  this  colony  would  not  have  expe«fted' 
this  fervice  from  u^Jiat  voluntas  dei. 

Bofton  18.  iimo.  1661.  Symon  Bradflreet, 

John  Norton. 

To  which  the  Committee  returned  this  anfwer. 

npHE  committee,  taking  the  premiffes  into  their  ferious 
J-  confideration,  cannot  but  look  upon  it  as  a  humbling 
providence  of  God  towards  his  poore  people,  that  whilit 
they  are  endeavouring  (and  as  they  hope  in  fome  meafure 
of  fmcere  love  to  the  Lord  his  truth  and  ordinances)  to 
wait  on  God  in  the  ufe  of  all  lawfull  means  left  unto  thein 
for  the  prefervation  of  fuch  high  favours  as  in  fundiy 
refpeCls  he  hath  been  pleafed  to  betruft  us  withall,  that  fo 
many  clouds  Qiould  hover  over  our  heads  for  the  darkning 
our  pathes,  and  (tumbling  blocks  appearing  in  our  way  to 
hinder  the  fame,  yet  nevertheleffe  being  perfuaded  that 
not  only  prudentiall  arguments  referring  to  ourowne  peace 
and  fafety,  but  alfo  the  honor  of  the  Lords  name,  church 
and  wayes,  which  is  now  principally  (hott  at  by  our  ad- 

vcrfaries, 
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verfaries,  doeth  call  aloud  upon  us  not  to  delay  the  ufc  of 
all  lawful  meanes,  and  this  propounded  being  upon  mature 
councills  in  Tandry  debates  agreed  upon  as  the  be(l  cxpc* 
dient  conducing  to  fuch  an  end,  doe  account  it  their  duty 
(the  faid  objc(ftions  notwithftanding)  to  further  the  faid 
gentlemen  in  the  difcharge  of  the  trufl:  repofed  in  them, 
and  cannot  confent  to  any  unncceffary   delay  therein. 

Further  briefly  to  the  feveral  partes. 

To  the  firft,  The  committee  doe  indeed  concurr  with 
the  commifTioners  that  a  more  full  and  explicite  acting  of 
the  faid  honored  gentlemen,  were  very  dellrable,  but  yet 
not  effcntially  necelTary.  The  honored  governor  havin|; 
manifefted  himfelf  willing  not  only  to  give  his  approbation 
to  fuch  commiffion  in(lru6hons  and  particulars  as  (hall  be 
orderly  agreed  upon,  as  alfo  to  fign  the  fame  according  to 
the  appointment  of  the  generall  court. 

To  the  fecund,  The  committee  conceive  there  is  no 
doubt  on  their  part  as  to  this  mcffagc,  nor  yet  any  incon- 
fiflency  of  what  they  have  propounded  with  what  the 
general  court  agreed  upon,  but  fuch  as  may  be  rationally 
interpreted  to  be  the  true  meaning  of  the  power  com- 
mitted to  them. 

To  the  third.  The  committee  doe  conceive  they  arc 
already  agreed  of  the  meflage,  viz.  the  commiffions  in- 
ftru6lions  and  petitions  as  in  the  former  returnes. 

To  the  fourth,  I'hat  as  yet  no  a6l  hath  beene  pafTed 
by  them  of  fuch  tendency,  only  fome  propofak,  where  they 
have  rather  exprcfled  their  tender  refpe^l  towards  our 
honored  and  deare  friends,  than  any  juft  reafon  that  they 
have  for  the  entertaining  fuch  fears. 

Finally,  the  committee  doe  propofe  as  a  further  expe- 
dient for  the  fatisfacStion  of  our  honored  commifhoners,that 
they  ihemfelves  would  be  pleafed  to  confider  and  prefent 
unto  us  what  themfelves  apprehend  there  yet  remains  to 
be  done  by  us  for  their  furtherance  in  this  fo  great  an  un- 
dertaking, and  we  hope  welhall  not  be  found  wanting  to 
iheir  encouragement  in  what  we  may. 

By  order,  Edw.Rawfon,  Seer. 

The 
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The  commictee  appointed  by  the  gcnerall  court  for  the 
furtherance  of  the  negociation  with  his  Majefty  doc 
order  that  the  (hip  Society  be  flayed  on  the  publick 
charge,  untill  fuch  time  as  the  commiflioners  nomi- 
nated by  the  court  be  ready  to  goc  aboard,  and  ac- 
cordingly declared  themfelves  to  Mr.  HezckiahUfhen 

Edw.  Rawfon,  Sccr. 

21  January  i66i. 

Prcfent,      Mr.  Gookin,  Capr.  Luftier, 

Mr.  DanforEh,  Capt.  Johnfon, 

Mr.  Jofeph  Hill. 

A  copy  of  the  writing  of  Mr.Norton  prefentcd  by  him- 
felf  and  Mr.  Bradflreet  as  their  final  propofitions  to 
us  refpe^ling  their  going  or  not  going  at  this  time 
on  the  country's  fervice. 

WEE  whofe  names  are  fubfcribed,  mett  together  as  a 
committee  to  attend  the  bufmes  concerning  the 
fending  of  Mr.  Bradflreet  and  Mr.  Norton  as  mefTengers 
from  the  generall  court  into  England,  finding  the  ftate  of 
times  to  be  fo  defe£live  as  to  the  anfwering  the  termes 
upon  which  the  undertaking  was  on  their  parts  accepted 
as  may  minifler  unto  them  matter  of  juft  difcouragement 
as  to  their  proceedings  at  prefent,  and  alfo  it  not  being 
in  our  power  to  redrefle  the  fame  upon  confideration 
thereof  together  with  iheir  care  to  avoyd  offence,  efpecially 
in  a  matter  of  rhis  importance,  profefled  in  fuch  degree  as 
that  if  the  committee  (hall  ycr  declare  it  their  judgment 
that  they  ought  to  goe  at  this  time,  they  purpofe  notwich- 
flanding,  God  willing,  to  proceede  accordingly. 

Wee  fay,  in  confideration  hereof  and  fome  other  refpe^ls 
not  needful  heerc  to  be  mentioned,  we  thought  meeie  for 
the  prevention  of  all  grievances  or  difl^itisfaflion  and  fuller 
deliverance  of  them  from  all  fulTerings  in  the  minds  of  any 
who  either  defired  or  expe(^ed  their  prcfent  going  to  ar- 
teft  the  premiffes. 

The 
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The  qaeftion  being  put,  whether  this  paper  pafle  as  an 

a6i:  of  the  committee* 
The  committee  on  fericiis  confideration  heereof  voted 
and  concluded  in  the  negative.         By  order, 

Edv7.  Rawfon,  Seer. 

Having  further  confidered  thereafons  prefented  by  our 
honored  friends  Symon  Bradftreet,  Efq;  and  the  Revjoha 
Norton,  gentlemen  commiffioners  appointed  for  our  affairs 
with  his  Majedy,  wherein  they  exprelTed  themfelves 
doubtfull  of  their  way  as  to  any  further  proceeding;  wee 
the  committee  impowered  for  that  matter  doe  conceive 
that  what  is  contained  in  our  former  anfwers  given  ia 
writing  doth  declare  the  fubflance  of  what  can  be  expected 
from  us,  yet  nevertheleffe  that  wee  be  not  wanting  in  the 
truft  repofed  in  us  by  the  honored  court,  doe  propofe  to 
our  honored  friends,  that  whereas  one  part  of  their  ob- 
jection lyeth  in  the  matter  of  the  addreffe  agreed  upon  by 
the  court  (for  our  pans  wee  underiland  by  all  debates  in 
councils  and  courts  that  the  maine  end  of  this  undertaking 
is  for  the  obtaining  his  proredion  and  confirmation  of  our 
liberties  enjoyed  by  pattent  and  prefent  eftablifhment) 
wee  doe  therefore  offer  to  our  honored  friends  as  an  ex- 
pedient to  ilTue  this  cafe,  that  they  will  pleafe  to  drawe  up 
our  addrelTe  to  his  Majefty  as  iherafelves  think  may  beft 
conduce  to  the  aforcfaid  ends,  and  wee  hope  there  fliall  be 
no  fayling  on  our  parts  as  to  a  meete  encouragement  and 
Approbation  thereof,  to  which  purpofe,as  wee  conceive,  full 
power  of  the  generall  court  is  delegated  to  us ;  or  other- 
wife,  if  the  matter  of  labour  be  too  great  a  burthen  to 
them  at  fuch  a  time,  then  wee  defirc  they  will  be  pleafed 
briefly  to  give  us  in  writing  what  they  judge  convenient 
to  be  added  or  left  out  of  the  former  addreffes.and  wee  fiiail 
apply  ourfelves  togive  further  fatisfaction  in  the  premillesj 
and  further,  wee  are  ready  in  all  wee  may  or  can  to  com- 
ply wiih  what  ihey  (hall  prefent,  that  fo  this  great  worke 
of  the  Lord  be  not  retarded,  his  fervants  grieved,  our 
honored  friends  in  England  ofiended;  the  Kings  Majefly 
A  a  incectfed. 
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incenfcd,  our  adverfaries  animated,  and  advantaged,  our 
All  fo  much  hazarded,  efpecially  our  God  diihonourtd 
and  difplcafed,  all  which  wee  earncilly  defire  and  ihall 
endeavour  may  be  prevented. 

By  order,         Edw.  Rawfon,  Secretary. 

Boflon,  23d  Januarv    1661. 

rrcknt,         Capt.  Gookin,        Major  LuHier, 

Mr.  Danforth,        Capt.  John  ion, 

Mr.  JoC  Hill. 

THE  committe  for  raifing  moneys  having  reported 
what  they  had  done,  i.e.  railed  about  tour  hnndred 
pounds,  the  committee  ordered  that  Mr.  William  Davis, 
or  in  cafe  of  his  death  or  abfence,  Mr  Symon  Bradftreet 
take  up  in  London,  or  eifewhere,  of  any  gentlemen  or 
merchants,  what  moneys  (hall  be  expedient,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  countrey,  not  exceeding  the  fome  of  three  bundled 
pounds ;  which  moneys  are  to  be  delivered  into  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Symon  Bradftreet  and  Mr.  John  Norton,  or  either 
of  them,  to  be  difpofed  of  by  them  for  the  end  aforefaid, 
and  whatever  contraf^  the  faid  Mr.  William  Davis  or  Mr. 
Bradftreet  (hall  make  in  the  premiffes,  either  in  point  of 
exchange  or  advance,  the  faid  committee  doe,  in  the  name 
and  by  the  power  of  the  court,  confirm  and  ratify  ; 
hereby  authorifmg  the  faid  William  Davis  or  Symon 
Bradftreet  to  charge  bills  upon  the  treafurer  of  the  coun- 
trey to  pay  the  fame  according  to  agree^.ent,  who  is  alfo 
hereby  ordere  i  and  required  fo  accept  and  pay  the  fame, 
who  is  impo^  ered  to  ifiue  forth  warrants  for  fuch  propcr- 
lion  of  a  rate  upon  the  people  as  (hall  be  meets  to  fattisfy 
fuch  payments. 

Capt.  Davis  his  returne  was, 
Gentlemen,  In  reference  to  your  motion  for  my  accep- 
tance of  a  letter  nf  credit  for  the  taking  up  moneys  as'  yoh 
ftiall  appoint  for  the  ufe  of  'he  counrrey,  to  be  paid  to 
the  honored  Mr.  Bradftreet  and  Mr.  Norton,  I  ftiali  with 
ail  readiues  endeavour  the  laine  upon  ihe  beft  termes  I  can 

procure 
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procure  Ir,  provided  I  may  be  fecured  from  any  damage  as 
for  rny  owne  eildte,  in  cafe  any  unexpe£^ed  change  Ihould 
come  upon  the  countrey.  I  pray  confider  what  may  be  moft 
convenient  for  my  fecurity,  and  whether  the  treafurers 
bond  to  myfelf  will  be  fufEcient,  or  whether  will  he  give 
the  fuch  a  bond  for  my  fecurity,  yea  or  no  ? 
24  January   1661. 

Prcfenr,     Capt.  Gookin,       Maj.  Lufher, 
Mr.  Danforth,      Capt.  Johnfon, 
Mr.  Jofeph  Hill. 

At  this  meeting  the  com.mittee  determined  and  con* 
eluded  upon  the  addrefle  to  be  prefented  to  his 
Majefty  and  the  commiffioners  inftiu6lioris,  which 
are   as  followech. 

WHEREAS  you  Symon  Bradflreer,  Efq;  and  Johri 
Norton,  Gentleman,  are  chofen  and  authotifed  com- 
miffioners for  this  colony,  to  petition  our  Lord  the  King 
and  to  endeavour  the  prefervatiori  and  confirmation  of  our 
priviledges  formerly  granted  and  hitherto  enjoyed  ;  in 
purfuance  whereof  you  are  to  aitend  the  particulars 
following. 

1.  You  fliail  prefeht  us  to  hie  Majefly  as  his  byall  and 
obedient  fubjecls  and  not  be  wanting  to  inflanie  in  the 
particulars  which  moil  and  beft  render  us  fo  to  be. 

2.  You  (hall  endeavour  to  take  off  all  fcandall  and  ob- 
je6lions  which  are  or  iliall  be  made  againft  us. 

3.  You  (hall  endeavour  the  eftabliihment  of  the  rights 
and  priviledt^es  wee   now  enjoy. 

4.  You  (hail  not  engage  us  by  any  a£l  of  yburs  to  any 
thing  which  may  be  prejudicial!  to  our  prefent  (landing, 
according    to  parr<jnt. 

5.  You  fhall  give  us  a  fpeedy  and  con  Rant  account  of 
all  your  tranfa^iofls  and  what  elle  may  be  of  concern- 
ment to  us.  Signed 

Jo.  Endecott,  Gov. 
In  the  name  and  by  the  order  of  thegenerall  court 
oT  the  Maflachuietrs  juiifdiiflion  in  New-England, 

A  31  2  To 
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To  the  high  and  mighty  Prince  Charles  the  fecond, 
by  the  grace  of  God  king  of  Great  Britain,  France  and 
Ireland,  defender  of  the  faith.  Sec, 

The  humble  Peritlon  and  Addrefs  of  the  General  Court 
of  the  Colonic  of  the  MalTachufetts  in  New-England. 

Moft  gracious  and  dread  foveraigne, 

THE  purport  of  this  poore  fcript  is  to  fupplicate  the 
inclination  of  your  royal!  eare  unto  the  peri. his 
herewith  fent,  Mr.  Symon  Braddreet  and  Mr.  John  Nor- 
ton, after  a  journey  of  three  thoufand  miles,  proflrate  at 
your  highnes  feete  as  melTengers  from  your  poore  yet 
loyal  fubje6ls. 

To  implore  your  gracious  confirmation  of  our  pattent 
graunted  by  your  royal  predeceiTor  of  famous  memory, 
that  encouragement  wee  have  to  fupport  us  in  this  wil- 
dernes  (touching  our  quiet  enjoyment  both  of  our  civil 
and  ecclefiaflical  iibsrties)  together  with  that  further  hope 
^'herewith  wee  are  comforted  by  your  ferene  Majeflys 
late  propitious  returne  to  our  humble  addrefle. 

To  befeech  your  Majeflys  grace  and  favor  towards  us 
in  what  our  commiiTioners  iliall  humbly  prefent  as  con- 
ducing to  your  Majeftys  jufl  honor  and  our  good. 

Ready  to  give  an  account  of  what  your  Majefly  fliail 
require  to  be  informed  in,  touching  this  your  planration. 

And  alfo  in  particular  to  acquaint  your  mofi  excellent 
Majedy,  that  in  obfervance  of  your  Highnes  pleafure  i]g' 
nified,  requiring  us  to  forbeare  the  executing  of  death  or 
inflicting  corporall  pimiihment  on  the  people  called  Qua- 
kers wee  have  fufpended  the  execuiion  of  cur  lawes  ia 
that  refpevf^ ;  fince  which,  by  reafon  of  their  pra^lifes  and 
principles  in  conjunflion  wiih  the  didemper  of  too  many 
ill  affected  araongH  us,  (pardon  us,  Royal  Sir,  whiifl  ne- 
celTirared  thereunto  wee  crave  leave  to  reprefent  unto  you 
ihat)  wee,  beddes  the  prefenr  diflurbance  even  to  fome 
degree  of  difaiiefrion,  iloc  houerly  conflict  Vi'iih  the  fcArc 
of  fome  idd  events,  calairata'js,  unfuflerable,  if  not  deflruc- 

tiv^:, 
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rive,  until  ycur  royall  Majefly  (liall  be.pleafed  to  concede 
unto  us  the  fecurity  of  ourfelves  by  fome  mod  gentle 
and  effe<51uail  remedy  fuicable  ro  our  condition. 

And  now  wee  humbly  pray  ,ihat  thefe  our  nieflengers 
may,  under  the  fhadow  of  your  moft  gracious  prote(ftion, 
have  liberty  to  fpeake  in  our  behalfe,  unto  which  perfons 
wee  moft  humbly  defire  your  Majefly  ro  give  full  credence 
as  to  loyall  and  falthfull  men  intrufted  by  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  your  people  in  this  place,  who  alwayes  (liall  as 
in  duty  they  are  bound  continually  pray  for  your  Majeftys 
temporal!  and  eternal!  happines. 

Your  Majeftys  moft  loyall  and  humble  fubje^ts. 
Signed  Jo.  Endecott,  Cover  nor, 

In  the  name  and  by  the  order  of  the  generall  court 
of  the  Maflachufettsjurifdi^lion  in  New  England. 

At  this  time  alfo  the  committee  judged  n  meete  to 
write  to  my  Lord  Say,  and  feverall  other  letters, 
the  copies  whereof  are. 

Right  Honourable, 

THE  long  experience  thar  your  poore  fuppliants  have 
had  of  your  unfeigned  love  to  the  Lord  and  to  his 
poore  people  whenever  his  providence  hath  given  you  an 
opportunirie  for  their  reliefe,  efpecially  to  thefe  poore 
jQieepeof  his  in  this  wildernes,  doth  embolden  us  yet  fur- 
ther ro  trouble  your  Lordfliip  with  thefe  few  lines. 

So  great  is  the  fury  of  the  dugon,  that  when  the  wo- 
man is  fled  into  the  wildernes  yet  heceafeth  not  to  power- 
out  a  flood  after  her,  feeking  to  his  power  her  utter  ruin. 
A  tafte  whereof  Gods  poore  people  here  doe  feele  in  the 
violence  and  rage  of  thefe  malicious  adverfaries  the  Qua- 
kers rifen  up  againft  us,  accufmg  us  to  his  Majefty  and 
intruding  themfelves  upon  us,  whofe  worke  it  is  to  difTe- 
minate  their  curfed  principles  and  in  a  tumultuous  and  rude 
manner  reproaching  all  eftabliflied  order,  as  well  rivill  as 
eccefiafticall,  a6ling  2  part  as  coramiftionated  from  hell  ta 
mine  ths  poore  churches  and  people  oi  God  here. 

A  a  3  AUhougU 
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Although  while  wee  thus  fpeake  wee  cannot  but  ac- 
knowledge our  God  is  holy  and  righteous  in  all  his  dif- 
penfations  towards  us,  our  great  unprofitablcncs  under  long 
enjoyment  of  his  precious  ordinances  and  liberties  that  wee 
have  beene  here  betrufted  with,  having  jufliy  provoked 
his  anger  againd  us ;  yet  wee  mud  fay  with  his  fervant 
David,  let  us  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Lord  whofe  mer- 
cies are  great,  and  not  under  the  fury  and  malice  of  thofe 
hereticks  whqfe  tender  mercies  are  cruelty. 

For  which  end  wee  have  commiilionated  our  trufly  and 
well  beloved  friends  Mr,  Symon  Bradltreeteand  Mr.  John 
Norton,  to  appeare  before  his  Majeily  and  hi.->  mod  hono- 
rable council]  on  the  behalfe  of  this  colony,  to  give  ar; 
account  of  the  condition  of  his  Majedys  poore  yet  joyall 
fubje(5i:s  in  this  place  and  rhe  ground  of  our  proceedings 
3gaind  that  wicked  (cS.;  as  alfo  huinbiy  to  implore  his 
Jiighnes  gracious  favor  for  the  confirmation  of  our  pre- 
fent  enjoyments  by  letters  pattenc  from  his  modroyall 
predeceflbrs,  for  whofe  furtherance,  by  opening  adoore  of 
acceffe  to  his  Majedy  and  the  procuring  of  his  favorable 
acceptance  of  our  endeavours,  wherein  wee  defire  to  acft 
not  only  our  owne  iniered  but  the  intered  of  our  Lord 
and  our  King,  \yce  dand  in  neede  of  tb.e  helpe  of  our  ho- 
nored friends  oii  the  place,  and  having  none  on  v^home 
wee  can  repofe  greacer  confidence  than  on  your  Lorddiip, 
wee  are  therefore  bould  humbly  to  crave  your  honours 
favour  herein,  a;;  a  mo'  ;ve  hrrero  wee  neede  not  be  further 
tedious  to  your  honour  by  way  of  argument,  being  well 
afTu red  that  tfie  intered  which  our  Lord  Chrid  hath  iq 
your  Lorddiip  is  mcft  ede^luall  thereto.  Unto  whofe 
grace  and  in  whofe  armes  of  evcrlafting  mercies  we| 
commead  your  honour  in  whoipe  wee  are, 
Ri^ht  honorable, 

Your  hurable  fervants  and  fupplimts, 

J.  E.  Gov. 
By  order  of  the  generali  court  of  the  Madachufcts, 

For  the  Rt.  Hon,  Wm,' Yifcount  Say  and  Scale,  &c 
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Act  a  meeting  of-the  Committee,  Boilon  24,  11.  1661. 

Right  Honorable, 

THAT  refpefl  of  yours  extended  to  poore  exiles  (a 
condition  your  honor  have  fometimes  tafted)  in  the 
countenance  fliewed  to  our  humble  petition  and  addrelT^ 
to  his  Majellie  1660,  doech  beget  in  us  a  lively  hope  of 
your  further  clemency  in  this  our  prcfent  errand,  which 
js  to  fupplicare  your  honor  for  favour  10  the  bearers  here- 
of Mr.  Symon  Bradftreet  and  Mr.  John  Norton,  fent  on 
purpofe  as  meflengers  from  this  poore  colony  unto  our 
lord  the  King,  for  obtaining  his  grace  and  protection 
in  the  confirmation  of  our  partent  and  prefenc  efta- 
biiihment,  unto  which  his  Majelly's  gracious  letter  in 
anfwer  to  our  forefaid  addreffe  doeth  much  encourage  us, 
alfo  to  give  an  account  to  his  ferene  highnes  in  what  he 
fliall  pleafe  to  require  concerning  the  ftate  of  this  his 
plantation.  Wee  have  appointed  thefe  our  melTengers  to 
Vv'ait  upon  your  honour  (according  to  your  wonted  bene- 
ficence) to  cad  your  eye  upon  them  and  u?,  in  doing  where- 
of wee  (hall  have  caufe  to  pray  for  the  rich  bleffing  of 
heaven  and  earth  to  defcend  upon  you  and  yours.  So  wee 
trufi:  the  God  of  all  grace  and  glory  will  not  fail  to  accept 
and  recompence  all  kindnes  extended  to  this  little  part  of 
his  heritage,  fa  we  remaiqe, 

Right  honorable 

Your  honors  mod  humble  ferv^nts, 

Jo.  Endecoit,  Gov, 

By  order,  &c. 
To  the  right  hon,  Edward  Earle 
of  Clarendon,  lord  high  Chan- 
cellor of  England  and  one  of 
his  Majefty's  mod  honorable 
-  » privy  councill,  thefe  humbly 
prefeut, 

A  a  4  Right 
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Right  honorable, 

THESE  are  principally  to  accompany  our  beloved 
friends  Mr.  Symon  Bradflreet  and  Mr.  JohnNorton, 
the  bearers  hereof,  who  are  fent  on  parpofe  from  us  as 
meffengers  unto  his  Majefly  to  implore  his  iavour  and  pro- 
te6>ion  in  the  confirmation  of  our  patent  and  prefent  erta- 
blifhment,  and  to  give  an  account,  in  what  he  fhall  require, 
of  the  (late  of  this  plantation,  and  to  bcfeech  him  to  tender 
us  in  refpefl  of  thofe  pellilent  hereticks  the  Quakers  who 
have  lately  obtained  his  Majefty's  letter  requiring  us  to 
forbeare  their  puniflimcnts ;  in  obfervance  whereof  we 
have  fufpended  execution  of  our  lawes  again  ft  them  re- 
fpQCt'ing  death  or  corporal  punifliment;  but  this  indul- 
gence they  doe  abufe  to  infolency  and  fedu6lion  of  our 
people,  and  unlefle  his  Majefty  ftrengthcn  our  hands  ia 
the  application  of  fome  fuitable  remedy  to  fupprcfTe  thefe 
and  others  ill  aife^led  to  our  tranquility,  this  hopefull 
plantation  is  likely  in  all  probabilicy  Co  be  deftroyed,  and 
how  farre  that  will  conduce  to  the  King's  honor  or  profitt 
wee  leave  to  your  honors  prudence  to  confider.  There- 
fore if  it  may  pleafe  your  honour  to  promote  this  errand 
of  your  humble  fuppliants  and  vouchfafe  your  countenance 
to  our  meffengers  and  procure  favour  and  acceiTe  to  his 
Majefly  and  his  miniflers  of  flate,  you  will  greatly  oblige 
your  fervants  to  bleffe  God  for  you,  and  to  pray  that  the 
blefTmg  of  heaven  and  earth  may  reft  upon  your  head  and 
heart  in  Chrift  jefus  in  whom  wee  are, 

Right  honorable, 
Your  honors  mofl  humble  fervants, 

Jo.  Endecott,  Gov, 

For  the  Rt.  Hon.  Edward  By  order,  &c, 

Earle  of  Mancheder, 
Lord  Chamberlaine  of 
his  Majedys  houfliolu 
and  one  of  his  Majcflys 
moft  hon.  privy  council!^ 
ihefe  humbly  prcfcnt, 

hit 
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Att  a  meeting  of  the  committee  at  the  place  appointed, 
25th  January  1661.  who  grauntcd  commiiTion  to  our 
meflengers  and  wrote  feverall  letters  to  them  and  others, 
the  coppies  whereof  are  as  followeth, 
Comnrifllon. 

WHEREAS  the  generall  court  of  the  MafTachufets 
jurifdiction  in  New  England,  fitting  in  Boilon  the 
31(1  of  December  1661,  being  afTured  of  your  wifdomc 
and  fidelity,  have  chofen  and  auihorifed  you  Syraon  Brad- 
ilreer,  Efq;  and  Mr.  John  Norton,  to  be  their  meflengers, 
wee  the  Governour,  Deputy  Governour  and  Company 
of  the  MafTachufets  doe  hereby  give  unto  you  ample  power 
to  appeare  before  our  foveraigne  Lord  the  King,  his  high 
court  of  parliament,  moil  honorable  privy  council  or  others 
his  minillers  of  ftate,  on  our  behalfe  moil  hun-bly  to  in- 
tercede with  him  or  them  for  the  obteyning  his  Majeflys 
gracious  favour  and  protection  of  us  his  loyall  fubjeCls  in 
the  confirmation  of  our  civill  and  ecclefiafticall  liberties 
graunted  unro  us  by  patent  from  his  Majeflys  royall  pre- 
deceflbrs  and  at  prefent  enjoyed  under  a  long  and  orderly 
eftabli(hmenr,and  to  endeavour  what  in  you  lieth  to  remove 
all  obflruaions  that  may  impede  the  fame,  refting  aiTured 
that  credence  will  be  given  unto  you  in  all  refpe£ls  touching 
the  premilTes.  In  teftimony  whereof  wee  have  caufed  the 
fealeof  our  colony  to  be  hereunto  affixed  the  25th  January 
i66r.  Signed     Jo.  Endecott,  Gov.  in  the  name 

and  by  order,  S:c, 
Gentlemen, 
The  committee  advife  and  direct  that  you  carefully  fend 
all  your  letters  and  writings  of  publick  concernment  by  the 
mod:  fdithfull  and  fecret  conveyance,  directed  under  cover 
10  V.  to  be  by  him  delivered  to  S.  with  advice  to  him  to 
acquaint  the  Governor,  Dep.  Governor  and  nearefl  adjacent 
magiftrates  fpeedily  therewith,  to  be  by  them  or  the  greater 
part  of  them  opened  and  communicated  to  the  council  or 
generall  court  as  they  fnall  judge  necefrary,and  further  ihac 
you  by  the  firft  opportunity  doe  advife  in  what  way  cur 
^:ucrs  fliall  be  dire(fted   to  you. 

tSi^n^d  per  Edw.  Rawfon,  Secretary,  per  order. 

This 


362        COLLECTION   of    PAPERS. 

This  day  the  committee  for  raifing  money  made  theire 
rcturne  of  what  ir.oDey  and  of  whom  procured,  aad 
was  as  folio  wet  h. 

By  Mr.  Ufher 100^. 

By  Enfign  John  Hull       -       -  50 

By  Mr.  V/m.  Davis     •       -       -  25 

By  Mr.  Beatles       -       -       -  20 

By  Mr.  Boyfe      -       -       -       -  20 

By  Mr.  RufTell  in  Englifh  money  30 

By  Left.  Sprauge        -       -       -  30 

By  Mr.  Scortow    in  Eng.  money  20 

By  Mr.  Shcaffe    in  Eng.  money  20 

By  Mr.  John  Paine       -         -  50 

By  Mr.  Tho.  Luke         -         -  10 

By  Mr.  Newgat     •        -       •  10 

More  OD  a  2d  rerurne. 

PerMr.Sdltfon  E"g;r"'y  5.?  ,^ 

and  nower  15.  3 
Per  Mr.  Lynd  money  per  flower       20 
Per  Mr.  Randall  Nicholls  flower^  cafh 

Boflon,  2  5ih  January  1661. 
Mr.  Trcafurer,  Sir, 

SUCH  is  the  neccfTity  of  our  prefent  occadons  that  wee 
are  againe  forced  to  trouble  you  againe,  and  have 
here  inclofed  according  to  yourdire<rtion  particular  receipts, 
which  wee  pray  you  figne,  that  on  the  receipt  of  the 
money  they  may  be  delivered  to  thofe  gentlemen  who  are 
willing  to  pleafure  the  country  in  this  buiines,  which  wee 
would  entreat  them  to  difpatch  forthwith  back  againe  by 
this  meflenger  that  the  money  may  be  received  to  nighr, 
for  wee  now  lye  on  great  demurrage.  Sir,  not  elfe  bu! 
ihac  wee  are  5'our9  to  ferve  in  what  wee  may. 
Daniel  Gookin,  Tha  Danforth, 

Eleaz.  Lulher,  Edw.  johnfoa, 

jofeoh  h:il 
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Boflon  in  New-England  25th  January  1661, 

WEE  the  Commirtec  of  the  generall  court  for  accom- 
plilhment  of  the  negotiation  of  our  meflengers  for 
pngland,  by  virtue  of  the  authority  of  the  generall  court 
to  us  derived,  doe  order  that  the  treafurer  of  the  country 
{hdil  within  one  week  after  the  failing  of  the  meffengers 
from  Nantafket  ifTu- forth  one  full  haite  rate  upon  the  in- 
habitants of  this  jurifdi^ftion,  payable  in  wheat,  barly,  peafe 
or  money,  to  be  brought  in  before  the  tenth  of  the  ift 
month  next,  fi^^nifying  that  all  fuch  as  ihall  pay  in  money 
to  abate  one  fifth  part. 

By  order, 

Edward  Rawfon,  Seer, 
Sir, 

BEING  confidently  affured  of  your  readincfs  to  flreng- 
then  the  hands  of  your  poore  exile  brethren,  whofe 
intereft  is  one,  although  in  their  millitant  condition  fcat- 
tered  here  and  there  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  con- 
flicting with  many  adverfaries,  who  like  Sanballat  and 
Tobiah  of  old,  are  troubled  to  fee  temple  woike  profper, 
the  which  at  prefent  is  eminently  the  condition  of  God's 
poore  people  in  this  remote  wildernelTe  ;  by  reafon  where- 
of the  general  court  of  this  colony  of  the  Maffachufetts, 
in  obferyanGe  of  their  duty  to  God  and  his  Majefty  our 
foveraigne  lord  the  King,  have  commiffioned  our  trufly  and 
beloved  friends  Symon  Bradftreet,  Efq;  and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
John  Norton  to  appeare  before  his  Majefty  on  our  behalf, 
y/hofe  occafions  for  money  wee  could  not  certainly  forefee, 
and  by  reafon  of  our  great  diftance  know  no  better  expe- 
dient for  their  fupply  then  by  improoving  our  intereft  ia 
fundry  of  our  friends  on  the  place.  Thefe  are  therefore 
10  rer|uefl  your  favour  that  in  cafe  our  faid  commifTioners 
or  Mr.  William  Davis,  our  trufty  and  aflured  friend,  fhall 
acquaint  you  that  they  have  occafions  for  fupply,  that  you 
will  be  pleafed  to  difbnrfe  to  the  fume  of  fifty  pounds  more 
or  leffe,  and  for  your  fecuriry  their  bill  of  exchange  (igned 

'  ■    '-    ^  ■'  ■  by 


3^4      COLLECTION  of  PAPERS. 

by  any  one  of  them,  and  charged  on  Mr.  Richard  RufTeil 
ireafurer  of  this  colony,  fhall  be  efie^luali  for  the  repays 
nient  thereof ;  and  fo  wee  remaine,  Sir, 

YcLir  aflectionate  friend  and  fervanr, 

Edward  Rawfon,  Seer. 
In  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  generall  coiirr. 

This  wasdirefled  to  the  much  honored 
Herbert  Pelham,Efq;&c.  The  like 
was  dire61ed  lo  Maj.  Heines,  Mr. 
Robert  Thonipfon,  Mr.  Nehemiah 
Bourne,  Mr.  Francis  WiJlonghby, 
Alderman  Will.  Peake,  Mr.  Richard 
Hutchinfon,  Mr.  Thomas  Bell,  Mr. 
Edm.  White,  Mr.  Henry  Afhurft. 

Att  a  meeting  28th  January  1661. 

Honored  Sir, 

WHereas  the  generall  court  hath  feene  meete  to  im- 
power  us  to  difpatch  their  meflengers  Mr.  Bradflreet 
end  Mr.  Norton  for  the  negotiation  with  his  Majefly,  all 
which  is  now  prepared,  wee  hope  to  their  content,  aud 
themfelves  have  declared  their  readines  to  attend  that  fer- 
'vice,  there  remaining  now  nothing  wanting  but  your  (Ign- 
ing  thereof.  We  underftand  by  the  fecretary  you  have  a 
fecond  time  declined ;  now  that  we  may  not  be  foimd 
wanting  in  our  duty,  wee  have  againe  fent  to  your  worfliip, 
defiring  your  finail  anfv^er  concerning  the  perfecting  there- 
of according  to  the  truft  repofed  in  you  by  the  generall 
court,  which  if  you  fliall  yet  refufe  the  v»;liole  bufincs  will 
be  fruilrated,  and  wee  feare  his  Majefly  greatly  incenfed, 
our  enemies  advantaged,  our  friends  difcouraged,  the  chief 
power  of  this  colony  difappointed,  many  of  its  eminent 
fervants  grieved,  and  above  all  our  God  diflionored,  which 
wee  pray  may  be  avoyded.  t^o  wej  reft  your  friend3  and 
fervants.  Signed, 

Daniell  Gookin,         Thomas  Danforth, 
Eliazer  LuPaer,  jofeph  Hill. 

isir, 
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Sir,  Wee  crave  your  anfwer  by  the  gentlemen  whom 
wee  have  iocreaied  to  be  the  bearers  hereof,  that  no 
iinneceifary  charge  may  accrue  to  the  country  by  a 
further  demurrage  of  the  fliip. 

This  letter  was  fent  to  the  Governor  by 
Mr.  Fdw.  Tyn^r  and  Capr.Tho. Savage, 
who  rerurned  the  anfwer  that  the  fecre- 
tary  (liould  come  to  the  Governor  on 
the  morrow  morning  about  8  of  the 
clock  and  he  would  fign  all  as  is  defired. 
V/hich  was  done  accordingly. 

Bodon  29th  January  1661. 
To  the  honored  Committee, 

HAVING  upon  the  firfl  communicating  thebufmes  of 
our  mciTuage  to  England  by  the  honored  committee, 
formerly  difcerncd  fuch  unexpected  difcouragements  as 
that  wee  tookourfelves  in  point  of  faithfullnefs  to  aI\  pzr- 
tic^  concerned  in  fo  weighty  a  fervice  to  reprefent  the 
fame  by  writing  to  yourfelves,  after  which,  waijng  v^ith 
much  patience  if  our  way  might  be  cleared  notwithfland- 
ing,  and  now  finding  in  conclufion  the  (liip  being  ready  ro 
fai.  (bcfides  feme  other  difcouragements  not  to  be  negled^ed) 
an  uncerrainty  as  to  the  convenienr  fupply  of  money  ia 
England,  apprehended  requifite  tor  the  carrying  on  of  this 
neeotiatirn,  wee  crave  leave  b}  thtfe  to  prefent  the  pre- 
miffes  put  tngether,  as  a  reaion  upon  the  whole  circum- 
Aancing  thi..  bufmes  to  the  prefeut,  with  fuch  inconvenien- 
cies  and  h^iziriis  in  refpecl  of  ihe  event  thereof,  as  it  feera- 
eih  unto  us  ]cS[c  confifting  with  chriflian  prudence  to 
proceed  therein  at  this  lime.  Symon  Bradflreer, 

John  Norton. 

The  committee  having  confidered  the  writing  prefent- 
ed  them  by  Mr.  Bradllreet  and  Air.  Norton  dared  29.  1 1. 
I  66 1,  return  as  follo-^eih.  That  they  are  ready  to  attend 
any  propofuions  that  may  be  made  by  our  honored  com- 
miiiloaers  for  their  furtherance,  according  to  the  power 

pu: 
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put  into  their  hands  by  the  generall  courr,  and  further 
they  have  not  to  reply,  leaving  the  ifiue  with  all  future 
confequences  to  the  aliwife  difpofing  hand  of  God  inChrifE 
Jefus.  Daniel  Gookin,  Thomas  Danforth, 

Eiiazer  Luiher,  Edw.   johnfon, 

Jofeph  Hill. 

To  the  end  the  proceeding  of  the  meflengers  for  Eng- 
land be  not  retarded  or  f  rudrate  by  any  dit^t^it  of  ours.wee 
by  the  authority  of  the  general!  court  to  us  derived,  doc 
order  that  fuch  advance  for  the  money  raifed  by  the  com- 
tnittee  for  that  defigne  as  fliall  by  the  faid  committee  or 
the  fecretary  be  ingaged  for  jhall  be  repaid  by  the  treafurer, 
together  with  the  feverall  fumms  payable,  according  to 
agreement. 

Daniel  Gookin,  Thomas  Danforth, 

Eliazer  Lullier,         Edw.  Johnfon, 
Jofeph   Hi)}. 

Upon  which  order  the  fecretary,  by  advice  of  Capt, 
Savage,  agreed  and  figned  accordingly,  that  all  fuch  as  paid 
Englifh  money,  or  money  in  England,  fnould  have  twenty 
five  per  cent  allowed  them. 

The  committee  going  home,  hoping  on  the  firft  faire 
\tinde  to  finde  and  heare  the  honored  meiTengers  to  be 
failed  away,  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  vifit  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Norton,  being  the  fecond  of  February,  with  a  violent  fit: 
of  ficknefs  and  mUch  colde,  that  he  was  forced  to  keepe 
his  bed.  On  ihe  third  day  the  committee  for  raificg 
money  fignified,  by  letter  to  the  magiftrates  at  Cambridge, 
the  frowne  of  God  in  all  endeavotirs  and  defired  their  pre- 
fent  councill  whether  lo  (lay  iheftiip  for  a  feafon,  accord- 
ing to  former  refolurion,  to  fee  what  the  Lord  would  doe 
in  refpe^t  of  Mr.  Norton  &€.  or  to  fufl'er  her  to  paf/e  j 
advice  was  returned  to  iflae  out  warrant  for  the  ftay  of 
laid  Ihipj  whkh  was  ^QTiT^'Si 
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4th  February  16^1. 
To  the  mafter  of  the  (hip  Society. 

THESE  are  to  require  you,  by  virtue  of  the  authority 
of  the  G^cnerall  court  and  on  their  occafions  to  make 
ftay  of  your  fliip  for  thefe  five  days  next  coming  and  not 
depart  the  harbour,  for  which  the  owners  may  expc(5^  ne- 
ceflary  and  due  demurrage.  Dated  at  Bodon  this  4th  of 
February  1661.  Per  order, 

Edward  Rawfon,  Secretary^ 

Att  a  meeting  6th  February  i66u 
Mr.  Secretary, 

THE  mafler  of  the  (hip  having  manifefted  himfelf  that 
any  turrher  delay  will  be  greatly  prejudicial!  to  thc5 
owners,  &:c.  our  advife  is,  that  in  cafe  the  gentiemea  ap- 
pointed for  the  negotiation  with  his  Majeiiy  doe  not  ma- 
nifefl,  under  their  hands,  that  a  further  delay  may  have  a; 
tendency  to  the  furtherance  of  the  ends  propofed  by  thct 
generall  court,  that  then  you  releafe  the  {hip  from  her 
prefent  floppage.         Signed  by      Daniel  Gookin, 

Thomas  Dantorth,  Edw.  johnfon,  Jofeph  HilL 

7th  February  1661. 
This  directed  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Nortorr. 
Reverend  Sir, 

THE  raafter  of  the  fhip  intended  for  Engfatid  hath 
been  Xvirh  us,  fmce  ]e6"ture,  defireing  liberty  to  de- 
part, unto  v/hom  wee  have  no  other  anfwer  to  give,  but 
only  to  referr  him  to  yourfelves,  on  whofe  account,  accor- 
ding  to  the  trufl  repofed  in  us  by  the  generafl  court,  fheef 
was  flayed,  and  in  cafe  you  fliali  pleafe  to  advife  us  that  a 
further  (loppage  may  be  a  tendency  to  the  ends  propofed 
wee  (ball  concurr  therein  ;  if  otberwife,  wee  are  unwilling; 
to  force  any  unnecciTary  inconvenierxe  en  thofe  efpecially 
concerned  ia  '(^di  delay, 

Sir^ 
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Sir,  Mr*  Bradftreet  being  prefent  with  us  tnanifefteth 
himfelf  ready  to  attend  the  fervicc  of  the  connrry,  in  cafe 
the  providence  of  God  give  liberty  to  yourfelF. 

Signed,    Dan.  Gookin,  Tho.  Danforch, 

7.  12.  i6(5i.  Edw.  Johnfon,     Jofeph  Hill. 

Mr.  Norton  returned  that  his  anfvver  is  as  at  the  fird, 
he  is  ready  to  attend  advife. 

Mr.  Secretary, 

WHEREAS  Mr.  Norton  hath  fignified  to  us  that  the 
refolution  of  his  proceeding  in  his  voyage  for  Eng- 
land doth  as  yet  folely  depend  on  God,  onr  advife  is  there- 
fore that  you  forthwith  releafe  the  ihip  from  her  prefenc 
ftoppage,  and  that  in  cafe  the  gentlemen  doe  not  proceed 
in  their  voyage,  that  you  then  require  from  aboard  Aich 
provifions  as  have  binn  put  aboard  for  their  accommodation, 
excepting  only  what  you  (liall  fee  meete  to  gratify  the  fea- 
men  withall,  and  alfo  wee  doe  advife  that,  in  cafe  of  their 
non  going,  the  bills  of  exchange  be  returned  to  the  re- 
fpe<ftive  fubfcribers,  and  the  treafurers  bills  taken  in,  that 
fo  the  country  m^y  not  be  put  to  further  unneceffary 
damages.        7.  12  mo.  1661.  Jo.  Endecott,  Gov. 

I'ho.  Danforth,  Eliaz.  Luther,  Ed.  Johnfon,  Jof.  Hill. 

Warrant  iflued  accordingly  for  the  (hips  difmiiTion. 

To  Mr.  Chriftopher  Clarke,  mafter  of  the  iliip  Society. 

WHEREAS  by  authority  of  the  genernll  court  faid 
(hip  was  made  llay  of,  on  their  occafions,  for  five 
days,  for  which  the  owners  might  c:ipc£l  due  and  ncceffary 
demurrage  :  Thefe  are,  by  advife  from  the  like  authority, 
to  declare  that  the  faid  fhip  is  hereby  difcharged  from  her 
former  floppage.     Dated  at  Bollon,  7th  Feb.  1661. 

Per  order,         Edw.  Rawfon,  Secretary. 

For   the  honored  commitrec. 

THAT  a  further  delay  may  have  a  tendency  to  the 
furtherance  of  the  en  Is  propofed  by    ibc  honored 
general!  court  i  think  cannot  be  dcnyed,   but  whether  Ic 

Will 


COLLECTION    of  PAPERS.       3^9 

will  be  efTe^luall  unto  that  end  or  not,  feemeih  to  be  the 
queflion,  and  that  fuch  an  one  whofe  refolution,  as  to  the 
cenainty  thereof,  depends  folely  upon  God.  To  attend 
his  providence  in  the  ufe  of  meanes  belongs  unto  man,  and 
in  the  prefent  cafe  to  yourfelves  belongs  (at  lead  in  a  prin- 
cipal! manner)  the  adtive  part,  to  the  commifTioners  the 
paiTivc  only,  wherein  as  hath  been  formerly,  by  both,  (o 
you  have  hereby  againe  artefted,  by  the  fubfcriber,  all  rea- 
dineiTe  to  refigne  upourfelves  to  the  call  of  God  herein, 
any  difficulties  notwithftanding,  on  our  parts, 

6.  12  mo.  1661.  John  Norton. 

To  which  the  committee  replied. 
Sir, 

ON  perufall  of  yours,  wherein  you  are  pleafed  to  inti- 
mate as  though  fomething  did  yet  remaine  for  the 
committee  to  be  active  in,  thefe  are  only  to  fignify  to  you, 
that  in  cafe  you  (hall  pleafe  to  advife  us  wherein  wee  may 
further  contribute  to  your  furtherance,  wee  are  ready  to 
attend  your  advife.  Sir,  with  prayers  to  the  Lord  for 
guidance  in  a  right  path,  wee  remaine,  Sir, 

Yours  wherein  wee  may  ferve  you, 

Thomas  Dan  forth,    Jofeph  Hill, 
Boflon  7.  1 2  mo.  1661.  Edw.  Johnfon,  Eliaz.  Lulher, 

T  Eliazer  Luflier  being  by  the  committee  fent  to  the 
•^  reverend  Mr.  Norfon,  with  a  paper  drawne  in  reference 
to  a  former  paper  fent  from  him  to  us  the  committee 
aforefaid,  to  underfland  from  him  whether  he  judged 
there  was  yet  any  thin^  remayning  for  us  further  to  doc 
or  to  be  afiive  in,  neceiTary  to  the  promoting  the  negotia- 
tion intended  :  His  anfwer  to  mee  was,  that  he  knew  noc 
of  any  thing  either  forgotten,  neglected  or  yet  further  to 
be  attended  by  us  the  committee,  in  reference  to  the  cafe 
aforefaid,  or  to  that  effect.      Per  me      Eliazer  Lufl^er, 

Mr.  Secretary, 
CIR,  As  to  the  difpofall  of  the  provifions  provided   ac 
^   the  country s  charge  for  the  accom.modaiiou  of  our 
HjeiTccgcrs  in  the  fliip  Society,  our  advife  is,  that  in  cafe 

B  b  thty 


370       COLLECTION   of    PAPERS. 

they  doe  not  goe,  that  then  you  difpofe  of  the  fame  in 
manner  following,  i.  e.  that  you  leave  with  the  feamen  and 
mafter  the  flrong  liquors,  be  it  more  or  leiTe,  the  provifions 
undrefTed  with  the  wine  and  bedding  that  you  difpofe  of 
jc  for  the  countrys  benelicr,  and  the  other  provifions  wee 
conceive  it  is  meete  that  you  leave  the  fame  with  the  gen- 
tlemen for  whom  it  was  provided  to  difpofe  thereof  at 
their  pleafure.  Thomas  Danforth,  Jofeph  Hill, 

7,  12  mo.  i66i,  Edw.  Johnfon,  Eliaazer  Luflier. 

The  commirtee  having  took  their  leaves  of  the  com- 
miflioners,  it  bdu^  very  doubtf  uil  and  uncertaine  whether 
IWr.  Norton  would  be  fo  well  as  to  adventure  to  goe, 
though  fuch  a  forwardnes  appeared  as  the  provifions  for 
their  voyage,  in  a  great  meafure,  was  fent  on  board,  and  a 
little  before  the  committee  went  to  their  homes,  fent  for 
againe,  which  occafioned  the  committee  to  take  care  to 
difpofe  thereof,  and  alfo  to  draw  up  certaine  letters  to  the 
perfons  of  honour  formerly  men  ioned,  with  letters  to  Col. 
Temple  and  Col  Croune,  in  cale  of  not  going,  to  give  his 
Majefty  a  fatti^fac^ory  .iccompt  that  the  only  reafon  there- 
of was  that  the  Lord)  whofe  wee  are  and  in  whofe  hands 
our  times  are,  by  his  all  wife  difpofition  in  fuch  a  juncture, 
bad  determined  it  fo  to  be.  to  whofe  will  wee  all  owe 
obedience  and  fubmilTion  ;  and  though  the  provifions  came 
on  flioare,  which  was  only  honfed  with  a  fecret  hope  of 
Gods  mercifull  ordering  and  difpofing  of  fuch  a  turne  as 
for  which  wee  flioukl  not  only  rejoice  but  be  thankfull, 
the  letters  being  writt  and  fealed ;  though  afterwards,  on 
the  fecond  day  early  in  the  morning,  the  Lord  fo  encou- 
raged and  flrengchened  the  heart  of  the  reverend  Mr. 
Norton,  that  he  expreft  himfclf  willing  and  refoived  to 
goe  that  day,  being  the  i  ith  of  February ;  which  on  no- 
tice of,  the  fecretary  delivered  the  commiilion,  inftru6lions 
and  all  writings  tiiat  concerned  the  negociarion,  to  the 
honored  Mr.  Bradflrcet,  and  made  with  Capt.  Savage  and 
Mr.  Ufher  fuch  fnrrher  proviHons  as  was  wanting  and  the 
time  woukl  penniLt,  an  account  whereof  and  of  the  difpo- 
fing 
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fing  of  the  money  is  ready  to  be  fliewne  to  the  honored 
general!  court,  with  all  humble  defire  of  a  favorable  accep- 
tance of  the  committees  endeavours,  which  will  oblige  them 
io  be  ftudious  further  to  ferve  the  country  as  they  are  able. 
Per  order,         Edw.-Rawfon,  Secretary, 


Copy  of  a  Letter   from   the  Committee  of  the 
General  Court  to  Mr.  Richard  Saltonftall,  &cc.^^ 

Gentlemen  and  our  very  loveing  friends, 

THE  experience  that  wee  have  had  of  your  former 
labour  of  love  and  faithlulnes  to  your  remote  friends, 
doth  encourage  and  embculden  yet  further  to  crave  your 
favour,  although  accompanied  with  fome  labour  on  your 
parr,  as  to  the  accomplifhing  of  this  our  requefl. 

Such  is  the  ajl-wife  providence  of  God  towards  us,  that 
after  no  litile  travell  for  the  attainting  of  meet  perfons 
from  among  ourfclves,  for  our  melTengers,  to  appeare  be- 
fore his  iMajefly  and  moll:  honorable  councell  on  the  be- 
halfe  of  this  colony,  together  with  provifion  according  to 
our  poore  ability  for  fuch  a  diipatch,  it  hath  pleafed  the 
Lord  to  frudrate  our  deligne  by  difinabling  one  of  our 
faid  melTengers  by  ficknes,  even  then  when  there  remained 
nothing  but  their  going  aboard,  whereupon  the  (hip  hath 
been  put  upon  demurrage,  even  to  the  hazzard  both  of  fliip 
and  cargo,  by  reafon  of  the  ice  in  this  cold  country,  fo 
that  we  are  now  forced  to  fend  away  the  addrelTe  to  his, 
Majefly  with  letters  to  fome  lords  of  his  honorable  coun- 
cell without  our  meffengers  accompanying  the  fam.e,  we 
being  wholly  uncapable  to  impower  any  other,  not  having 
an  opportunity  to  convene  our  gencrall  court  for  the  com- 
niiflioning  of  iome  other  in  his  (lead. 

Our  requeCI:  is  therefore  to  yourfelves,  jointly  or  feve- 

rally,  as  God  may  give  you  opportunity,  after  the  perufall 

of  the  inciofed  to  feale  up  the  fame,   and  then   improve 

B  b  2  your 

*  This  ar.d  the  next  Letter  were  prepared  to  be  forwarded  in  caft 

the  Agents  fhouid  not  proceed. 
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your  iiiterefl:  in  your  and  our  friends  for  the  delivering  of 
our  petiiion  ro  his  ALijefly,  together  with  a  true  repreien- 
tation  oF  this  our  prclent  di fa ppointment  of  our  real  in- 
tention, as  alfofor  the  deliverie  of  our  letters  lo  the  feve- 
ral  lords,  craving  ihcir  Tavor  according  to  the  purport 
thereof,  of  whofe  favourable  acceptance  we  fliiill  be  glad 
to  heare  by  the  firfl  opportunity. 

As  alfo  our  requefl  is  ro  yourfclves  that  you  be  pleafed 
to  further  our  requefl  to  his  Majeily,  being  to  us  a  mat- 
ter of  great  importance,  jind  wherein,  as  we  conceive,  the 
glory  of  our  God  is  not  a  little  concerned. 

What  moneys  you  expend  on  this  our  bufines  charge  it 
to  our  account,  and  we  (liall  readily  and  thankfully  ownc 
the  fame ;  and  we  are  confidently  perfwaded  he  whofe 
name  and  glory  is  fo  greatly  interefled  in  our  quarrell 
with  thofe  curfed  hereticks,  will  alfo  owne  your  labour 
and  traveil  herein,  their  mallice  being  not  fo  much  againft 
our  perfons  and  eflaces,  as  againft  his  truth  and  ordinances, 
under  wliich  we  have  here  defired  to  (lirowd  ourfelves. 
Unto  whofe  guidance  and  hleffing  we  committ  you  and 
yours,  and  remaine,  Gentlemen, 

Your  aiTured  friends  and 
brethren  in  Chrift  Jefus. 
ForMr.Rich.  Saltonflall, 
Mr.  Hen.  Ailiurd, 
Mr.  John  Leverett, 
or  any  of  them. 

7ih  February  1661, 


Copy   of  a  Letter  from  the   Committee   of  the 
General  Court  to  Col.  Thomas  Temple. 

Sir, 
riT"^  HE  experience  we  have  had  of  your  cordiall  affec- 
•i  lion  to  his  Majedy's  poore  fubjedls,  circumftanced 
with  the  didance  and  meanes  of  fo  remote  a  wildernes  con- 
dition, doth  embolden  to  the  troubling  your  honor  with 
'thefe  lines.  Such 
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Such  is  the  good  pleafurc  of  him  who  ruleth  all  things 
according  lo  his  own  will,  that  when  with  no  little  travell 
and  difficulty  wee  had  attained  two  meet  peribns  from 
amongfl:  ourfeives  for  our  meflengcrs  to  our  lord  thcKing, 
with  forae  provifions  for  fuch  an  undertaking,  according  to 
ourpoore  ability,  it  hath  pleafed  the  Lord  to  frultrate  all 
our  endeavours  by  his  vifuaiion  of  one  of  them  (i.e.) 
the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Norton,  whereby  he  is  difmabled  to 
attend  thatfervice;  the  which,  as  ro  ourfeives,  rhe  dif- 
appoinrment  is  great,  and  we  cannot  but  look  upon  '.  as 
an  humbling  and  awfull  providence,  and  that  the  ratiier, 
in  that  our  adverfaries  thertb)'  have  cccafion  given  rhem 
to  triumph,  and  to.  boafl  themfeives  that  the  Loui  fi^hreth 
againft  us. 

Sir,  Your  felfe  being  not  long  (ince  on  the  place,  we 
reede  not  to  trouble  you  with  an  account  of  our  conditioa 
as  now  circumftanced  with  the  malignancy  of  our  adver- 
faries, efpccially  bent  againfl  the  intered  of  the  Lord  an-d 
his  poore  people  here,  as  yourfelf  do  well  know,  who 
while  they  plead  with  that  wicked  Haman,  that  our  laws 
are  divers  from  all  people,  and  do  accufe  us  of  difobedience 
to  the  laws  of  our  king,  and  that  it  is  not  for  his  Majefly's 
profit  to  fuITer  us,  pretending  great  profit  to  his  Majeily 
in  cafe  their  enterprifes  may  be  atchieved,  although  wee 
may  truly  fay  the  enemy  in  fo  doing  could  not  counter- 
vayle  the  king's  damage. 

Our  rcquefl  to  your  felfe  is,  that  according  to  the  op- 
portunity God  hath  put  into  your  hands,  you  will  be 
pleafed  to  further  thofe  gentlemen  to  whome  we  have 
committed  the  trouble  of  accompanying  our  addrefle  to 
his  Majefly  together  with  your  prefencc  countenancing  of 
the  fame,  if  you  fliall  fee  meete,  and  to  be  futher  inftru- 
mentall,  wherein  you  truly  may,  for  the  removing  of  any 
offence  that  this  our  difappoinrment  may  occafion  ;  allur- 
ing his  Majefty  (as  wee  hope  you  have  charity  towards  us) 
that,  however  we  are  loaded  with  the  calumnies  of  our  ad- 
verfaries, we  (Irall  alvvayes  approve  ourfeives  to  be  thofe 
that  feare  the  Lord  and  honour  our  King. 

B  b  3  Sir, 
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Sir,  We  have  not  to  pcrfwade  hereto  with  motives  of 
'our  owne  deferts  or  with  future  obligations.  You  well 
knowing  oar  condition,  how  circumflanced,  with  (o  great 
diflance  and  meanefs,  utterly  ini,apacitating  to  a  fuitabic 
returne  of  your  favour ;  yet  we  hope  you  will  not  find  us 
uncivil!  in  not  acknowledging:  the  fame.  And  however 
it  tares  with  us,  you  may  afTure  yourfelfe  that  he  who 
keepeth  a  regiller  of  all  hearts  and  thoughts,  Mai.  3.  16 
yea  even  of  a  cup  of  cold  water,  will  not  be  unmindfull  of 
your  labour  of  love,  into  whofe  armes  of  mercy  and 
blefling  in  Chrift  Jefus  committing  you  and  all  your 
weighty  affaires,  we   remaine 

Yours  in  wherein  we  may  to  ferve  you, 

For  Col.  Tho.  Temple.  J.  E.  &c. 


Copy  ot  a  Letter  ^rom  the  Corporation  in  England 
to  the  Commiilioners  of  the  united  Colonies. 

Honored  Gentlemen, 

A  Letter  of  yours  being  brought  hither,  dfre^led  to 
Mr.  Afliurfl  and  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  though  the  for- 
mer of  thefe  two  gentlemen  did  by  the  lad  fliip,  as  he  tells 
us,  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  it,  and  intimate  the  reafons 
of  our  filence,  yet  we  now  thinke  it  meete  to  alTure  you 
alfo  ourfelves  how  acceptable  it  was  to  us  to  be  informed, 
partly  by  that  letter  of  yours  and  partly  by  the  relation 
of  Tome  learned  miniflers  that  came  a  while  fmce  from 
New-England,  that  you  continue  your  care  and  concerne 
for  the  propagation  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrid  amongft  the 
poore  InJians,  and  we  are  glad  that  through  the  goodnes 
of  God  wee  are  now  in  a  condiiion  to  informe  you  that 
fince  the  receipt  of  your  lately  mentioned  letter,  it  hath 
pleafed  the  king's  majefty  (in  councill)  to  grant  a  charter 
of  incorporation,  wherein  many  of  the  nobility  and  other 
p^rfpus  of  quality,  aud  molt  of  thofe  gentlemen  that  were 

formerly 
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formerly  imployed  in  the  like  worke  are  authorized  and 
appointed  to  eiideavonr  the  carrying  on  of  that  pious  de- 
figne  (for  converting  the  heathen  natives)  wherein  they 
dcfervedly  efteeme  it  both  an  honor  and  advantage  to  be 
imployed  in  this  new  eflablifliment,  being  among  other 
particulars  enjoyned  to  appointe  commifTioners  in  New- 
England  to  prolecute  there  by  our  directions  his  MajeftieS 
pious  intentions ;  wee  judge  this  to  be  a  matter  of  the 
higheft  concernment  that  belongs  to  the  worke  intruded 
to  us,  for  all  our  endeavours  here  and  all  the  fupplies  wee 
may  procure  from  hence,  will  be  but  inefFefluall,  though 
not  to  our  owne  fouls,  yei  to  the  worke  wee  would  pro- 
mote, unlefT*  there  be  a  pruieat  and  faithfull  management 
of  what  wee  fend  over,  by  'hi  commiflioners  wee  ihail  ap- 
point in  New-England,  and  thofe  that  they  fliall  employ, 
and  therefore  fiace,  having  obtained  the  bell  informatioa 
Wee  can  and  feriouily  confidered  the  matter,  we  have 
pitched  on  the  fame  courfe  chat  have  beene  formerly  taken 
in  purfuance  of  the  fame  ends  and  care,  and  accordingly 
determined  at  prefent  todefire  you  ro  take  upon  you  againe 
the  care  and  management  of  this  worke  upon  the  place^ 
wee  hope  you  will  defcerne  how  great  a  truH:  wee  wil- 
lingly repofe  in  you,  and  wee  doubt  not  of  your  reudines 
to  comply  (as  formerly  you  have  done)  with  our  dire<ftions 
herein.  The  bufines  wherein  wee  defire  to  engage  yoii 
being  fuch  as  wee  thinke  it  truly  honorable  to  be  engaged 
in  ourfeives,  and  the  defigne  being  of  a  nature  to  which 
the  greateft'  and  mod  precious  promiiTes  are  annexed,  be-' 
fides  that  the  civil'zing  and  converting  of  your  barbarous 
and  unbelieving  neighbours  is  that  whofe  fucceffe  will  be 
in  fome  regards  of  more  immediate  advantage  to  your 
felves  than  to  us,  our  rrood  wiihes  to  fo  chriftian  a  worke 
makes  it  much  our  troble  to  fee  that  the  meanes  of  carry- 
ing it  on  are  no  greater  then  wee  now  at  our  entrance  find 
them,  which  wee  mention,  not  by  way  of  refledtion  oa 
ihofe  to  whofe  hands  fhe  management  of  them  was  com.- 
mitted  before  the  grant  of  the  charter,  but  becaufe  it  is 
ueceffary  for  us  to  acquainte  you  with  the  condition  wee 

arc 
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are  brought  to,  partly  by  the  great  charge  you  and  wce 
have  been  at  on  feverall  neceflary  occafions,  and  partly 
(and  indeed  chiefly)  by  the  injurious  dealing  of  fome  who 
take  advantage  of  the  letter  of  the  law,  againfl:  all  juftice 
and  equitie,  to  repoiTefle  themfelvesof  what  they  formerly 
fold,  whereby  the  greared  part  of  our  revenue  is  at  prefent 
detained,  which  will  prove,  wee  feare,  very  expenfive  and 
fomewhat  difficult  to  recover,  and  therefore  wee  defire  as 
little  money  may  be  drawne  on  us  for  this  yeare  to  come 
as 'will  pofTibly  confift  with  the  not  neglecling  of  what  is 
necefTary  to  be  done,  wee  fay  for  this  next  yeare  becaufe 
%vee  cannot  be  fo  djfpondcnt  as  not  to  hope  that  the  pro- 
Tidence  of  God  will,  by  fome  meanesor  other,  provide  for 
the  fupply  of  a  worke  i^o  much  tending  to  bis  owne  glory, 
and  fo  acceptable  to  thofc;  that  are  fo  heartily  concerned 
for  it.  The  bilJ  of  ;^.8oo  drawne  for  the  ufe  of  thelndiaa 
worke  is  for  the  molf  pan  paid,  and  (liould  have  been  en- 
tirely fo  ere  now,  were  it  not  for  the  want  of  prefent 
money.  That  which  is  from  time  to  time  laid  out  wee  de- 
fire  may,  according  to  your  commendable  pra(ffice,  be  fent 
us  over  in  a  particular  within  the  yeare,  and  it  may  aflift 
us  in  the  regulating  our  expences,  if  you  be  pleafed  to  let 
us  know,by  the  firft  conveniency,  what  further  charge  you 
judge  you  fhall  be  putt  to  by  perfecting  the  printing  of 
the  bible  J  the  ufe  of  that  divine  booke  and  alfo  a  conffant 
ufe  of  catechifmg,  wee  judge  moft  necefTary  for  thelndians 
inflruflion  in  religion  ;  and  wee  alfo  thinke  it  may  conduce 
to  unity  and  order  if  the  fame  catechifme  be  generally 
taught  amongft  them.  If  our  flock e  do  increafe,  which 
wee  hope  it  hereafter  may,  efpecially  fince  his  Majeffy 
himfelfe  has  been  gracioufly  pleafed  particularly  to  counte- 
nance this  worke,  and  to  fccure  both  what  hath  been,  and 
what  may  be  given  towards  it,  by  a  legall  fettlement, 
which  before  was  wanting;  if  (wee  fay)  our  meanes  in- 
creafe we  flioald  confider  of  fome  employment  in  the  way 
of  trade  and  manufaflure  to  imploy  tbe  Indians,  or  if  in  the 
interim  there  occurrs  to  you  any  thinge  about  this  or 
any  ether  matter  that  you  judge  may  tead  to  theproroot* 
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iogof  that  good  worke,  wherein  we  have  rbe  happines  to 
be  iointly  encjaged,  your  information  and  advice  will  be, 
as  well  as  your  afTilUHnce,  very  welcome  to  us. 

Signed  in  the  name  and  by  the  appointment  of  the 
corpurarion  k-  the  propagation  of  the  gofpell 
in  America,  Per  *       Robert  Boyle,  Gov* 

London   15th  May  1662. 

For  the  worfhipfull  rhe  CommilTioners 
of  the  united  colonies  of  New- 
England,  ia  New-England,  thefe. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  King  Charles  the  fecond 
to  the  MafTachufetts. 

C?IARLES  Rex. 

TRUSTY  and  well  beloved,  Wee  greete  you  well. 
Whereas  wee  have  lately  received  f\n  humble  ad- 
dre^  and  petition  from  thegenerallcourt  of  our  colony  of 
rhe  Mafiachufetts  in  New  England,  prefented  to  us  by 
Symon  Bradilreet  and  John  Norton,  Wee  have  thought  it 
agreeable  to  our  princely  grace  and  juflice  to  lett  you  know 
that  the  fame  have  been  very  acceptable  unto  us,  and  that 
wee  are  faiisfyed  with  your  exprefTions  of  loyalty,  dmj 
and  good  afFe<Slion  made  to  us  in  the  faid  addrefs,  which 
wee  doubt  not  proceeds  from  the  hearts  of  our  good  fub- 
je^ls,  and  Wee  are  therefore  willing  that  all  our  good  fub- 
je6ls  of  that  plantation  do  know  that  Wee  doe  receive  them 
into  our  gracious  protection,  and  will  cherifh  them  with 
our  bed  incouragement,  and  that  Wee  will  prefervc,  and 
doe  hereby  condrme  the  pattentand  charter  heretofore 
graunted  to  them  by  our  royall  father  of  ble/Ted  memory, 
and  that  they  (hall  freely  injoy  all  the  priviledges  and  li- 
bertyes  graunted  to  them  in  and  by  the  fame,  and  that 
Wee  will  be  ready  to  renew  the  fame  charter  to  them, 

under 
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under  our  great  feale  of  England,  whenever  they  iha]!  de- 
firc  it.  And  becaufe  the  licence  of  thefe  late  ill  limes 
have  likewife  had  an  influence  upon  our  colony,  in  wliich 
fhey  have  fwerved  from  rhe  rules  pretcnbed,and  even  from 
the  government  infliru'ed  by  the  charter,  which  wee  doc 
gracioully  impure  rather  to  ihe  iniquity  of  the  time  thaa 
to  the  evill  mtentsof  the  hearts  of  thofe  who  exercifed  the 
government  there.  And  Wee  doe  therefore  publiQi  and 
declare  our  free  and  gracious  pardon  to  all  cur  fubje^fs  of 
that  oar  plantririon.  for  ail  crmies  and  offences  committed 
againft  us  during  the  late  troubles  except  any  fuch  perfons 
who  (tand  artaynted  by  our  pai  liament  here  of  high  trea- 
fon,  if  any  fuch  perfons  have  tranfported  themfelves  into 
thofe  parts;  the  apprehendini^  o^"  whom  and  delivering 
them  into  the  hands  of  juif  ice  Wee  expeftfrom  the  dutiful 
and  affedhonate  obedience  of  thofe  our  good  fubjef^s  ia 
that  colony,  if  they  be  found  within  the  jurifdidlion  and 
liramitts  thereof.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  in  our  de- 
clared expe£tation,  that  upon  a  review  of  all  fuch  lawcs 
and  ordinances  that  are  now  or  have  been  during  thefc 
late  troubles  in  praclife  there,  and  which  are  contrary  or 
derogative  to  our  authority  and  government,  the  fame^Jmay 
be  annulled  and  repealed,  and  the  rules  and  prefcriptions 
of  the  faid  charter  for  adminiftring  and  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance  be  henceforth  duly  obferved,  and  that  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  juflice  be  in  our  name."^  And  fmce  the 
principle  and  foundation  of  that  charter  was  and  is  the 
freedom  of  liberty  of  confcience,  Wee  do  hereby  charge 
and  require  you  that  that  freedom  and  liberty  be  duely 
admitted  and  allowed,  fo  that  they  that  defire  to  ufe  the 
booke  of  common  prayer  and  pei  forme  their  devotion  in 

that 
*  Thefe  are  made  the  conditions  of  the  Pardon  which  the  King 
may  annex  as  he  thinks  fit,  on  the  performance  whereof  the  vali- 
dity of. the  Pardon  will  depend.  What  foUows  feems  to  be  ra- 
ther a  requifition  or  recommendation  of  certain  a<5ls  upon  the 
performance  whereof  depends  his  Msjefly's  further  grace  and 
favour.  This  is  called  a  Letter  and  certainly  was  n£>t  a  Pardon 
wader  the  great  feal.  It  is  however  often  claimed  es  a  Grant  cr 
Charter  as  well  for  the  remiffion  of  all  Ofi'ences  as  for  the  cor- 
(irmation  of  alJ  Liberties  and  Priyilsges  granud  by  Patent. 
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that  manner  ihac  is  cftablifhed  here  be  not  denycd  the  ex- 
crcife  thereof,  or  undergoe  any  prejudice  or  difadvantagc 
thereby,  rhey  ufin^  theire  liberty  peaceably  without  any 
dffturbance  to  others;  and  that  all  perfons  of  good  and 
honed  lives  and  converfaiions  be  admitted  to  the  facrament 
of  the  Lords  fupper,  according  to  the  faid  booke  of  com- 
mon prayer,  and  their  children  to  baptifme.  Wee  cannot 
be  underftood  hereby  to  direct  or  wilh  that  any  indulgence 
(hoald  begraunted  to  thofe  perfons  commonly  called  Qua- 
kers, whofe  principles  being  inconfiftent  with  any  kind  of 
government,  Wee  have  found  it  necefTary,  with  the  advifc 
of  our  parliament  here,  to  make  a  (harp  law  againft  them, 
and  are  well  content  yo\i  doe  the  like  there.  Although 
Wee  have  hereby  declared  our  expedlation  to  be  that  the 
charter  graunted  by  our  royall  father,  and  now  confirmed 
by  us,  (hall  be  particularly  obferved,  yet,  if  the  number  of 
affiftants  injoyned  thereby  be  found  by  experience,  and  be' 
judged  by  the  country,  to  be  inexpedient,  as  Wee  are  in- 
jformed'it  is,  Wee  then  difpence  with  the  fame,  and  declare 
our  will  and  pleafure,  ior  fhe  future,  to  be,  that  the  num- 
ber of  the  faid  afliilants  iliail  not  exceed  18,  nor  be  lefs  at 
any  time  than  10,  Wee  alTuring  ourfelvcs,  and  obliging 
and  commanding  all  perfons  concerned  that,  in  the  election 
of  the  governor  or  afliilants,  there  be  only  confideration  of 
the  wifdome  and  integrity  of  the  perfons  to  be  chofen,  and 
not  of  any  i^^'ion  with  reference  to  their  opinion  or  pro- 
felTion,  and  that  all  the  freeholders  of  competent  efiates, 
not  vicious  in  converfations,  orthodox  in  religion  (chough 
of  different  perfwafions  concerning  church-government) 
may  have  their  vote  in  the  ele«5hon  of  all  officers  civill  or 
millirary.  Laftly,  our  will  and  pleafure  is  that  at  the  next 
general!  court  of  that  our  colony  this  our  letter  and  de- 
claration be  communicated  and  publifhed,  that  all  our  lo- 
ving fubje^ls  may  know  eur  grace  and  favour  to  them, 
and  that  Wee  doe  take  them  into  our  prote(flion  as  our 
loving  and  dutifull  fubjefls,  and  that  Wee  will  be  ready 
from  time  to  time  to  receive  any  application  or  addrefs 
from  them,  which  may  conc^rn^  their  inten^ft  and  the 

good 


38o      COLLECTION  of   PAPERS. 

good  of  our  colony,  and  that  Wee  will  advance  the  benefit 
of  the  trade  thereof  by  our  uttermofl:  indeavour  and  coun- 
lenancc,  prefuming  that  they  will  /till  meritt  the  fame  by 
thcirc  duty  and  obedience. 

Given  at  Hampton-Courr,  June  2  8ih,  in  the  fourteenth 
year  of  our  reign.        By  his  Majcily's  command, 

Ed.  Nicholas. 


Copy  of  the  Petition  of  John  Scott,  Efq;  to  the 
King,  about  Long  .fland,  in  N.  York  Govern- 
ment,  with  his  iMaj.^fty's  Reference  thereof. 

To  the  Kings  moft  excellent  Majefly, 
The   humble  petition  of  John  Scott,  Efq; 
Sheweth, 

THAT  your  Majefties  petitioner's  father  in  the  year 
1 64 1  fould  2200/.  per  ann.  and  advanced  14300/. 
to  the  ufc  of  your  Majeflies  royall  father  of  ever  bleifed 
memory,  befides  the  lofs  of  his  life  in  the  faid  fervis,  and 
your  petitioner  for  a  fmall  exprelTion  of  his  loyalty,  by 
€utting  the  bridles  and  girts  of  fome  of  the  then  parlia- 
ments horfes  quartering  at  Turnham  Green  and  his  late 
Majeflies  at  Branford,  was  after  many  hearings  before  a 
committee  of  the  faid  parliament  (by  a  gift  of  500/.  to  the 
faid  committee  to  prevent  further  mifchiefe)  ordered  to 
be  fent  <o  New  England  under  the  tuition  of  one  Downing, 
who  dealt  mod  perfidioufly  with  your  Majefties  penrioner  ; 
that  your  Majeflies  petitioner  was  forced  to  court  any  im- 
ployment  to  acquire  a  livelihood,  imploying  himfelfe  in 
and  about  an  ifland  called  Long  Ifiand,  of  which  ifiand, 
before  your  Majeflies  happie  refloration,  the  petitioner 
purchafcd  near  one  third  part. 

The  petitioner  therefore  humbly  prayes  your  Majeflie 
of  your  princely  grace  and  favour  to  beflow  upon 
him  the  government  of  the  faid  ifland  and  iilands  ad- 
jacent, or  libertie  to  the  inhabitants  tochufe  a  gover- 
nor and  affiflants  yearly. 

And  the  petitioner  {ball  ever  pray, 

A? 
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At  the  court  at  White- Hall,  June  26th  1663. 

HIS  Majeflie  having  received  good  tcftimony  of  the 
petitioners  loyahy  and  great  fufFerings,  and  being 
fully  fatisfyed  of  his  particular  abilities  to  ferve  him,  is 
luoft:  graciouily  inclined  to  encourage  him  in  his  dcfires^ 
and  is  pleafed  accordingly  to  refer  his  prefent  fute  to  the 
committee  of  forraigne  plantations,  who  are  to  confidcr  and 
fertify^  his  Majeflie  whether  there  beany  private  preicn- 
fions  upon  the  faid  ifland,  &c.  (by  any  formar  grant)  that 
his  Majeftie  may  know  what  is  proper  to  be  done  for  gra- 
tifying the  petitioner  and  the  good  of  his  owne  fubje<5ls 
in  thofe  parts. 

Henry   Benner. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  John  Leverett  to 
8ir  Thomas  Temple  ia  London,  giving  an 
Account  of  the  Maflachufetts  publick  Affairs. 

THE  flate  of  this  country  as  to  its  conflitution  and 
fettlement  under  the  favour  of  his  Majefty's  pattents, 
and  that  thefe  governments  according  to  their  conftitutioa 
thereby,  have  been  carried  an  end  fome  longer  fomc 
ftiorter  tyme,  is  well  knovvne.  That  of  Plymouth  was 
the  firft  fettlement,  but  that  of  the  MalTachufects  though 
begun  diverfe  years  after,  yet  by  God's  fpeciall  bleffing 
is  the  moil  profperofe  and  confidcrable  both  for  people 
and  trade.  For  the  manner  of  government  though  'tis 
under  an  annuall  election  according  to  pattenr,  yet  the 
perfons  feldome  chang'd  or  remov'd  but  by  death  or  their 
owne  removing  cut  of  the  collony.  The  prefent  Rare  of 
the  colionies  through  Gods  great  mercy  is  a  (late  of  peace 
and  under  the  injoyment  of  a  competency  for  the  conti- 
nuance whereof  wee  have  dependance  upon  the  conti- 
nuance of  that  mercy  of  God  and  his  Majefly's  graciofc 

favor, 
*  I  obferve,  in  general,  m  thefe  Papers  the  orthography  of  the 

origicals.     This  is  printed  from  sn  original  figned  by  SirHenrj 

Bsnaet,  afterwards  Eail  of  Arlington. 
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favor,  for  whofe  happinefs  and  profperiry  dayly  prayers 
are  made  to  the  great  God  (the  God  of  all  grace  and 
mercy)  both  in  publiquc  and    private. 

This  fummer  wee  have  been  under  fome  trouble  by 
the  pagan  natives,  who  have  had  their  plottings  and  con- 
trivances for  our  difquiet,  but  the  Lord  hath  prevented 
it,  blefied  be  his  name,  and  there  is  a  better  underflanding 
DOW  betweene  the  Englifh  and  them  than  there  was 
in  the  Tpring  of  the  yeare.  Some  fmall  difturbance  there 
hath  beene  at  a  place  called  Packaiuck,  betweene  Conec- 
ticott  and  Rhoad  llland  ;  the  queftion  betweene  them  h 
in  poynt  of  jurifdiclion,  and  its  credibly  reported  that 
Rhoad  Ifland  have  chofen  one  Mr.  John  Clarke^  their 
deputy  governor,  and  intend  to  fend  him  to  complaine  to 
hh  Majefty  of  Cone6licott.  Coneclicott  have  offered  to 
referr  the  matter  to  the  two  colonies  of  Maffachufetts  and 
Plimouth,  to  which  motion  diverfe  of  Rhoad  Ifland  would 
concur  but  others  refufe,  upon  what  ground  is  not  under* 
ftood.  Thefe  colonies  nor  being  interefted  in  the  quarrell 
or  reafon  of  it  (though  fome  of  the  inhabitants  may  be 
in  the  land,  or  claim  an  intereft  therein,  bur  the  government 
doe  not)  foe  that  that  courfe  might  have  been  neighbourly 
to  have  tryed  for  an  iffue  that  way,  before  there  had  been 
giving  a  trouble  tohisMajedie  in  fo  fmall  a  matter  as  it 
is  fuppofed  that  will  prove  to  be  when  heard ;  however, 
it  is  a  certaine  truth  that  the  collony  of  the  MaiTschufetts 
is  not  at  all  ingaged  and  nor  foe  much  as  acquainred  with 
it  further  then  report.  If  fee  be  that  from  the  compiainis 
of  Rhoad  Ifland  m,en,  or  any  others,  any  thing  {hculd  be 
refiedled  upon  the  collony  of  the  MafTacluifetts,  may  wee 
by  the  means  of  any  friend  or  friends  ^m  obtainc  the 
favour  to  be  heard  before  wee  are  concluded  with  thofe 
complair.ed  againfi:,  or  have  any  conclufion  made  of  us,  it 
will  be  a  verry  high  obligation  unto  u?.  Another  thing 
defirable  is,  that  wee  may  be  advized  what   motions  there 

n-ay 
*  I  runpofe  this  to  be  the  fame  Pcrfon  who  vras  fer.renced   to  be 

fined  or  whipped  for   his  antipredobtiptiiiic?.!    tenets,   and  who 

afterwards  removed  to  Rhode  Iflind  where  liis  pofterily  remain 

in  repute  to  this  day.     See  p,  309. 
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may  be  concerning  us,  if  any,  whether  for  our  advantage 
or  aifadvanrage.  'Tis  well  knowne  thai  many  have  beca 
the  arteniprs  to  give  us  difquiet  or  interruption  in  the 
workc  the  Lord  hath  fet  us  about  in  this  wildernefle,  and 
wee  cannot  thinke  that  wee  are  yet  without  ill-wi(hers. 
But  God  that  hath  prevented  and  difapoynted  all  hitherto, 
can.  and  wHl,  foe  far  as  it  may  concur  with  his  own  coua- 
ciils  and  good  pleafure,  which  hath  appeared  to  be  coua- 
cills  of  much  peace  towards  an  unworthy  people,  for 
which  let  his  holy  name  be  forever  praifed  by  us  in  away 
of  believing,  that  wee  may  be  able  to  fay  in  truth,  this 
God  is  our  God  who  was  our  fathers  and  will  be  our 
guide  unto  death. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  John  Wolftcnholmc 
to  Mr.  Ldward  Rawfon,  Secretary  to  the 
New-England  Plantations. 

Mr.  Ra-/fon, 

I  Have  receaved  the  2  6rh  of  January  your  letter  dated 
the  2  2d  December,  with  eleven  copies  of  bonds  and 
a  copie  of  an  order  of  your  court  in  purfuance  of  the  aft 
of  navigation,  v-  ith  a  letter  from^our  governor  about  the 
fjme,  and  teftifying  the  receipt  of  hisMajefty  and  councells 
order  and  articles  concerning  the  faid  navigation,  and  am 
very  glad  to  fee  your  governor  and  councell  of  New- 
England  fo  ready  to  obferve  ihofe  good  lawes  tending  fo 
much  to  advance  his  Majeflys  fervice  and  the  true  Englilh 
interefl,  wherein  I  conceave  the  Englifh  plantations  are  as 
much  concerned,  if  waved  with  judgment  and  difcretion, 
as  ourfelves  here;  for  if  wee  doe  not  maintaine  here  the 
honour  and  reputation  of  his  Majefly  and  the  nation,  which 
mufl  be  by  cur  navigation  and  (hipping  which  are  our 
W'alles,  the  planrarjons  will  he  fuhjecl  to  be  devoured  by 
flraingers.  1  am  a  great  weil  wiiher  and  good  friend  to 
your  plantation  and  fo  wa<^  my  father  before  me  who  died 
24  yeares  fince,  Lecdufe  wee  did  obferve  ycur  plantation 

induftricus. 
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induftrious,  and  when  fome  clouds  were  then  here,  about 
your  plantation,  with  our  beft  advice  to  ihofe  fent  from 
thence  heather  endeavoured  to  remove  and  difperfe  them, 
and  although  different  in  opinion  in  the  difcipline  of  the 
church  yet  carneftlye  defired  to  preferve  and  keepe  you 
faithfull  10  his  Majeft ys  crowne  and  fubje61ion  as  true  En- 
glifhmcn  to  the  civill  government,  which  1  hope  will  To 
continue,  for  which  I  (hall  always  pray,  and  with  ray 
humble  fervice  to  your  Governor  I  (hall  remaine, 

Your  veryc  loving  friend, 

London  ift  of  Feb.  1663.  Jo.  Wolflenholme. 

Since  writing  hereof  I  have  receaved  a  fecond  letter 
with  intire  coppics  of  the  aforefaid  bonds  from  you 
by  another  (liipe. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Thomas  Prcnce 
Governor  of  Plymouth  Colony,  to  Secretary 
Rawfon. 

Sir, 

I  Have  on  the  recept  of  yours  by  Capr.  Ol liver,  and 
as  the  iliorrnefs  of  time  would  admitt  advifed  with 
fome  of  our  inhabitants  here  ;  and  taking  nctife  of  Mr. 
Leet's  alfo,  wee  apprehend  he  doth  not  ground lelly  prefs 
the  interpofirion  of  the  colonys  in  reference  to  Capt.Scott,* 
it  being  a  cafe  wherein  the  whole  may  be  deeply  con- 
cerned, and  therefore  (hall  endeavour  the  next  week   to 

difpatch 
*  This  Capt.  Scotr,  either  under  colour  of  the  order  of  his  Majefty 
in  Council,  p.  381,  or  fome  further  proteedi/igs  in  cocfequence 
of  It,  C'-inae  to  Long  ifland  and  lalu  claim  to  the  prcperry  or  jar  if- 
diftion  or  both,  which  gave  ;rreitt  ollence  to  Neu-.KaveD  colony 
which  had  exercifcd  juriidi<5^!c.n  over  the  EaO  end  of  the  ifland. 
Scott  was  taken  and  imprironed  as  appears  by  Coicnel  Gcffe's 
journal,  but  the  whole  iflind  being  loon  after  included  in  the 
grant  to  the  Duke  cf  Yoik  the  conuoierfy  between  Nqw- Haven 
smd  Scou  was  fettled. 
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difpatch  away  fome  that  may  be  afTiftant  to  the  gentlemen 
that  you  have  already  fent.  Wee  hope  they  will  be  there 
in  good  time.  Wee  fee  not  how  wee  can  anfwer  Mr. 
Leet's  defire  in  a  meeting  of  the  commiHioners  at  Hartford, 
but  doe  deeply  refent  the  matter,  and  are  very  ready  to 
put  forth  to  the  uttcrmoft  in  fuch  an  inierpofition,  which 
with  my  refpedls  1  in  treat  you  to  fignifie  unto  your  ho- 
nored councell,  fo  not  willing  to  give  you  noe  further 
trouble,  remayne  your  aflured  friend  and  confederate, 

Tho.  Prence, 
Plymouth  April  28.  1664. 


Copy   of  a  Letter  from    King   Charles  the  IL 
to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Province  of  Maine. 

To  our  trufly  and  well  beloved  the  Inhabitants  upon 
the  Province  of  Meyn  m  New-England,  or  whom 
cKq  it  may  concern. 

CHARLES,    R. 

TRufty  and  well  beloved  we  greet  you  well ;  whereas 
our  trudy  and  well  beloved  Ferdinando  Gorges,Efq; 
hath  by  his  humble  petition  informed  us  that  his  grand- 
father Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges,  Knight,  deceafed,  being  a 
perfon  who  laid  himfelf  forth  very  much  for  the  advanc- 
ing of  forraine  plantations,  and  particularly  that  of  New- 
England  in  America,  did  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  raign 
of  our  late  royal  father  of  bleifed  memory,  obtain  a  grant 
under  the  great  feale  of  England,  for  a  certain  part  and 
portion  of  the  faid  country,  which  by  the  faid  patent  was 
entitled  the  province  of  Meyne  and  (as  the  petitioner  af- 
firms, he  harh  heard  from  feveral  perfons  of  worth)  he 
the  faid  Sir  Firdinando  Gorges  did  expend  in  planting 
feveral  parts  of  New-En9[land  above  twenty  thoufaad- 
pounds  (lerling;  and  when  he  was  in  hopes  to  receive  forae 
advantage  in  recompence  of  his  great  difturfements  afore- 
mentioned, the  late  unhappy  warrcs  breaking  our  in  Eng- 

C  «  Und> 
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land,  he  the  faid  FerdlnandoGorge^-  (  h'  ugh  betwixt  three 
and  fourfcore  years  of  age)  c-id  perloiialiy  engage  in  our 
royal  fathers  fervice,  and  particularly  in  the  fiege  of  Briflol, 
by  reafon  whereof  when  it  was  neceifiry  for  him  to  appear 
before  the  councel  and  coTnmiftees  for  forraitic  plantations, 
he  was  wholly  difcountenanced  by  them,  even  to  the  en- 
couraging of  the  people  in  the  (m<\  province  to  difown  his 
government,  which  had  coniinued  icr  ieveral  years  unin- 
terrupted, and  a  party  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  pro- 
vince, petitioning  the  governors  of  the  Maffachufetts  Bay, 
that  they  would  alfo  take  upon  them  the  government  of 
the  faid  province  ;  in  purfuance  of  that  petition,  thofc  who 
had  the  government  of  the  faid  Bay  did  from  thenceforth 
take  upon  them  the  government  of  the  faid  province,  fo 
as  both  the  faid  Sir  Ferdinando,  the  petitioners  father,  and 
himfelf,  have  everfincebeen  thereby  deprived  of  theiffues 
and  profits  of  faid  province.  Now  in  regard  of  the  pre- 
mifes,  and  for  as  much  as  thofe  agents  who  were  lately 
imployed  to  addrefs  themfelvcs  unto  us,  on  the  behalf  of 
the  governours  and  inhabitants  of  the  faid  Bay,  being  on 
the  behalf  of  the  petitioner  charged  before  our  privy 
council  for  ufurping  the  government  of  the  faid  province, 
did  declare  that  thofe  whom  they  reprefented  did  not  claim, 
any  title  in,  or  inrercfl  to  the  faid  province ;  but  did  onely 
govern  the  fame  unrill  orders  from  hence  were  fent  over 
for  the  government  thereof,  on  thebehalf  of  the  petitioner : 
npon  whofe  humble  fupplications,  we  were  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  refer  the  alle^tions  aforefaid  to  the  confidera- 
tion  of  our  counfel  learned  \t]  the  law,  who  have  made  rer 
port  unro  us,  that  they  have  confidered  thereof,  and  do  find 
that  SirFerdinando  Gorges  aforementioned,  in  the  fifteenth 
year  of  the  raigne  ot  our  royal  father,  obtained  a  grant  to 
him  and  his  heirs  under  the  great  feal  of  England  of  a 
part  of  New-En']lan  1  in  America,  carlled  by  the  name  of 
the  province  of  Mcyne,  to  be  held  as  of  the  mannor  of 
Eaft  Greenwich,  under  certain  rents  and  conditions  in  the 
letters  patterns  exprelfed,  and  thit  it  appeared  by  feveral 
affidavits  and  ceriificates  of  credible  perfons  that  the  faid 

Sir 
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Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  had  the  pofleffion  of  the  faid  pro- 
vince without  any  difturbancc,  and  did  govern  the  fame  ac- 
cording to  the  dire<^ions  of  the  faid  letters  pattcnt  for 
forae  years,  expended  above  twenty  ihoufand  pounds  m 
the  plantation  thereof,  that  when  he  had  made  fuch  pro- 
grefs  in  the  faid  plantation  as  that  he  expefled  to  reap  fomc 
profit  and  advantage  thereby,  the  unhappy  warres  break- 
ing out  in  England  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  was  in  adlual 
fervice  in  the  faid  warres  for  our  royal  father,  by  reafon 
whereof  he  was  a  great  fufFerer,  plundered  and  imprifoned 
feveral  times  and  thereby  difabled  from  any  further  ex- 
penccs  in  carrying  on  the  faid  plantation,  the  rather  for 
that  he  was  (o  difcouraged  and  difcountenanced  by  the 
then  pretended  commiffioDers  for  forraine  plantations,  a& 
that  his  commifTioners  were  forced  to  come  from  the  faid 
plantation,  and  fo  loft  the  pofleffion,  and  the  inhabitants 
thereof  petitioned  the  governours  of  the  MafTachufets  or 
Bay  of  Bofton,  to  take  them  under  their  gov€rnment,which 
accordingly  they  did,  and  have  continued  under  their  go- 
vernment ever  fmce,  and  the  petitioners  commiffioners, 
fmce  our  reftauration  have  endeavoured  to  take  pofTeflioa 
of  the  faid  province  for  the  petitioner  (being  heir  to  his 
grandfather)  and  proclaimed  us,  began  to  hold  courts  as 
formerly,  and  to  adminifter  the  oathes  of  allegiance  and 
fupremacy,  but  were  difturbed  and  hindered  therein  by 
the  faid  governours  of  the  Maflachufets  or  the  Bay  of 
Bofton,  who  required  the  commiffioners  to  proceed  no 
further  on  the  behalf  of  the  petitioner  untill  they  had  or- 
der from  the  fupream  authority  of  England,  untill  which 
time  they  commanded  the  inhabitants  of  that  province  to 
continue  under  their  government  :  We  have  taken  the 
whole  matter  into  our  princely  confideration,  and  finding 
the  petitioners  allegations  and  report  of  our  faid  councel 
learned  fo  confonant,  we  have  thoughc  fit  to  fignifie  our 
pleafure  on  the  behalf  of  the  faid  Ferdinando  Gorges  the 
petitioner,  hereby  requiring  you  that  you  forthwith  make 
reftitution  of  the  faid  province  unto  him  or  his  commiffio- 
ners, and  deliver  hico  or  them  the  quiet  and  peaceable  pof- 

C  Q  2  feffioQ 


388       COLLECTION    of    PAPERS. 

/cfTion  thereof  :  otherwife  that  without  delay  you  (hew  us 
reafon  to  the  contrary.  And  fo  we  bid  you  farewell. 
Civen  at  cur  court  at  Whire-hall  the  i  iih  day  of  June 
1664,  in  the  16th  year  of  our  raigne. 

By  his  MajcfUes  command, 

W.  Morice. 


Copy   of  a  Letter    from   the  General  Court  to 
Robert  Boyle,   Efq; 

Honorable  Sir, 

THE  occaOon  of  our  giving  you  this  trouble  is  from 
the  coifit'er-ce  wee  have  of  )our  favour  and 
care  of  ihefe  his  Mcj..flies  collonies  in  New  England,  ma- 
nifeiled  by  your  ccntinued  euLeavcurs  as  in  promonng 
that  good  work  of  the  natives  converfon.  foe  in  taking 
opportunities  for  ingratiating  us  wi.h  his  Mi^jtftie  and  the 
right  honorable  the  Lord  Chancellor,  as  wee  underftand 
by  your  letter  to  Mr.  Winthrop,  wherein  you  have  given 
us  that  comfortable  information  of  his  Majefties  grace  to- 
wards us  in  expreffing  himfelf  in  a  very  favorable  manner, 
and  that  the  Chancellor  did  afiure  you  (with  giving  you 
commifTion  to  afTure  our  friends  in  the  citty)  that  the  King 
intends  not  any  injury  to  our  charter  or  the  deftru^Hon  of 
our  civil!  government,  or  the  infringement  of  our  libertie 
of  confcience,  and  that  the  doeing  of  ihofe  things  is  none 
of  the  bufmes  of  the  commiffioners.  1'he  truth  of  which 
wee  beleeve  as  wee  ought  10  doe  the  words  of  foe  gra- 
cious a  King. 

But  alalFe,  Sir,  The  commillion  impowering  thofe  com- 
miffioners to  heare  and  determine  all  cafes  whatever,  mi- 
litary, criminall  or  civill  (what  they  have  further  by  in- 
lfru6tion  at  prefent  uee  know  nor)  fhould  it  take  place, 
what  would  become  of  our  civill  government  which  hath 
binn,  under  God,  the  heade  of  that  libertie  for  our  con- 
fciences  for  which  the  fud  adventurcis  paUed  thorough 

and 
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^nd  bore  all  difEciilties  and  difcourageraents  that  encoun- 
tered them  as  in  the  way  toe  foe  in  their  continuance  in 
ihis  wildernes  ?  Sir,  Wee  returne  you  our  true  and  har- 
ty  thankes  for  your  former  favours  and  crave  the  continu- 
ance thereof  as  opportunity  Ihall  offer  and  the  great  mover 
of  harts  (hall  inclyne  you  in  appearing  our  friend  (till,  that 
if  pollible  the  commiiTion  may  be  recalled  ;  for  which  end 
wee  have  made  our  humble  fupplication  to  his  Majeilie,  in 
whofe  eyes  may  wee  find  favour,  wee  and  our  pofterity 
Ihall  have  caufe  to  blefle  the  Lord.  But  if  the  decree  be 
pad  foe  that  it  cannot  be  recalled,  wee  fhall  waight  the 
Lords  iffue  with  us ;  and  whatever  may  be  the  conjectures 
of  any,  rendering  alterations  here  advifeable,  the  iiTuewill 
fpeake  them  to  be  the  fubverfion  of  all  that  which  makes 
this  place  or  our  abode  therein  defireable.  Or  if  the  envy 
of  thofe  that  defire  a  dominion  over  us  (not  to  ferve  his 
Majefties  intereft:  in  advancing  plantation  wcrke  with  the 
countenance  of  gcdlines,  but  to  ferve  ihemfelves  by  his 
Majfflies  authority  and  our  ruin)  fliall  prevaile,  it  will  to 
pofterity  be  rendered  a  diftervice,  to  his  Majefties  diftio- 
nor,  and  fuch  a  dammage  as  the  procurers  will  not  be  able 
to  repay  us.  Wee  can  fooner  leave  our  place  and  all  our 
pleafant  outward  irjoyments  than  leave  that  which  was  the 
firft  ground  of  wandering  from  our  native  country,  nor  are 
wee  thereby  made  fuch  ftiangers  thereto  but  wee  can  ra- 
ther chufe  10  return  and  take  up  our  lott  with  our  bre- 
thren than  abide  here  under  the  deprivement  ot  the  end  of 
our  travells.  Our  way  is  with  the  Lord.  Craving  your 
honnors  pardon,  for  this  bouldnefs,  and  offering  up  our 
beft  delires  to  the  Lord  for  you,   wee  remaine 

Sir,  Your  humble  farvants, 

J.  E.  G. 
In  the  name  of  the  general!  court. 

To  the  right  honorable  Robr.  Boyle,  Efq; 
Gov.  of  the  corporation  for  the  propa- 
gation of  the  gofpell  in  New  England. 


C  c  3  Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Secretary  Moricc  to  the 
Maflachufcts  Colony. 

Sirs, 

HIS  Majefly  hath  heard  this  peihlon^  read  to  him  and 
hath  well  weighed  all  the  expreffioDS  therein,  and 
the  temper  and  fpirit  of  thofe  who  framed  it,  and  doth  not 
impute  the  fame  to  his  colony  of  the  MaiTachufets,  amongfl 
whom  he  knowes  the  major  part  confills  of  men  well  af- 
fedled  to  his  ferviceand  obedient  to  his  government,  but  he 
hath  commanded  me  to  let  you  know  that  he  is  not  pleafcd 
with  this  petition  and  lookes  upon  it  as  the  contrivance  of 
a  few  peribns  who  have  had  too  long  aurhoriry  there,  and 
who  ufe  all  the  artifices  they  can  to  infufe  jealoufies  into 
his  good  fubje^s  there  and  apprehenfions  as  if  their  charier 
were  in  danger,  when  it  is  not  polTible  for  his  Majeftie  to 
doe  more  for  the  fecuring  it  or  to  give  his  fubje£ts  there 
more  affurance  that  it  (hall  not  in  any  degree  be  infringed, 
than  he  hath  already  done,  even  by  his  lare  comraiflion  and 
coramifTioners  fent  thither,  who  are  fo  far  from  having  the 
leaft  authority  to  infringe  any  claufe  In  the  faid  charter, 
that  it  is  the  principall  etid  of  their  journey,  fo  chargea- 
ble to  his  Majeflle,  to  fee  that  the  charter  be  fully  and 
pun£lua]ly  obferved  ;  his  Majeftie  did  expe6l  thankes  and 
acknowledgments,  from  that  his  colony,  of  his  fatherly 
care  in  fending  his  commiilioners  thither,  and  which  he 
doubts  not  he  fliall  receive  from  the  reft  of  his  colonies  ia 
thofe  parts,  and  not  fuch  unreafonable  and  groundleiTe 
complaint  as  is  contained  in  your  petition,  as  if  he  had 
thereby  intended  to  take  away  your  priviledges  and  to 
drive  you  from  your  habitations,  without  the  leaft  mention 
of  any  mifderaeanour  or  raifcarriage  rn  any  one  of  the  faid 
commiffioners  or  in  any  one  particular;  nor  can  his  Ma-» 
jeftie  comprehend  (except  you  believe  that  by  granting 
your  charter  he  bath  parted  with  hi§  foveraigue  power 

*  i6§  Appfeais  \Q  Kiftpry  of  M^ffnchuftu  Say,  V,  I,  p,  |3 J, 
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over  his  fubjc^ls  there)  how  he  could  proceed  more  gra- 
cio.ifly,  or  indeed  any  other  way,  upon  (o  many  complaints 
prefenced  lo  him  by  particular  perloas  ot  injuftice  done 
contrary  to  the  conllituiion  of  that  government;  from  the 
other  colonics  for  the  oppreffion  they  pretend  to  undergoc 
by  the  power  of  that  of  the  MaiTachufets,  by  extending 
iheir  bounds  and  their  jurifdi6lion  further  than  they  ought 
to  doe,  as  they  pretend  ;  from  the  natives  for  the  breacli^ 
of  taiih  and  intolerable  prefTures  layed  upon  them,  as  they 
alledge,  contrary  to  all  kind  of  jullice,  and  even  to  the 
dilhonour  of  the  Engiifti  nation  and  chriliian  faith,  if  all 
they  aliedge  be  true  j  I  fay,  his  Majeftie  cannot  compre- 
hend how  he  could  apply  proper  remedies  to  thefe  evills, 
if  they  are  reail,  or  how  he  could  fatisfy  himfelfe  whether 
they  are  reall  or  noe  by  any  other  way  or  meanes  than  by 
fending  commifTioners  thither  to  examine  the  truth  and 
grounds  of  all  the  alligations,  and  for  the  prefent  to  cora- 
pofe  the  differences  the  bed:  they  can,  untill  upon  a  full 
and  clear  reprefencation  thereof  to  his  Majefly,  who  can- 
not but  expedl  the  fame  from  them,  his  Majefties  owne 
finall  judgment  and  determination  may  be  had,  and  it  hath 
pleafed  God  fo  far  already  to  bleffe  that  fervice  that  its  no 
imall  benefit  his  Majeftie  and  his  Englifh  colonies  in  thofe 
partes  have  already  received  by  the  faid  commifTioners 
in  the  removall  of  fo  inconvenient  neighbours  as  the  Dutch 
have  been  for  thefe  late  years,  and  which  would  have  been 
a  more  fpreading  and  growing  mifchiefe  in  a  Ihori  time, 
if  ic  had  not  been  removed.  To  conclude,  1  am  com- 
manded by  his  Majeftie  to  afTure  you  againe  of  your  full 
and  peaceable  enjoyment  of  all  the  priviledges  and  liberties 
granted  to  you  by  his  charter,  which  he  hath  heretofore 
and  doth  now  againe  offer  to  renew  to  you,  if  you  ihall 
defire  it,  and  that  you  may  further  promife  yourfelves  all 
the  prote6^ion,  countenance  and  encouragement  that  the 
beft:  fubjeds  ever  received  from  the  moll:  gracious  Prince  • 
in  returne  whereof  he  doth  only  expert  that  duty  and 
chearfull  obedience  that  is  due  to  him,  and  that  it  may  not 
be  in  the  power  of  any  malicious  perfoa  to  make  you 

C  c  4  miierabb 
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miferable  by  entertaining  any  unneceffary  and  unreafonable 
jealoufies  that  there  isa  purpofe  to  make  you  foe ;  and  fince 
his  Majefly  hath  too  much  reafon  to  fufpefl  that  Mr.  En- 
decott,"^  who  harh  during  all  the  laterevolutionscontinued 
the  government  there,  is  not  a  perfon  well  aiFedted  to  his 
Majefties  perfon  or  his  government,  his  Majeftie  will  take 
ic  very  well  if  at  the  next  ele(nion  any  other  perfon  of 
""-^ood  reputation  be  chofen  in  the  place,  and  that  he  may 
noe  longer  exercife  that  charge.  This  is  all  1  have  to 
Cgnify  unto  you  from  his  Majeflie  and  remaine 

Your  very  humble  fervanr, 
Whitehall,  Feb.  25.  Will.  Moricc. 

1664. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Davenport  to  xMajor 
General  Leverett. 

Honorable  Sir, 

LET  my  firfl  falutation  be  my. congratulation  for  this 
addition  of  a  iuriher  expreflion  of  Gods  peoples 
aifedHon  and  confidence  in  your  cuurai^e,  wifdom  and 
faithfulnes  for  the  inrercft  of  our  Lord  jefus  and  the  good 
and  wellfare  of  church  ar«d  commonwealth,  in  that  they 
have  un^nirnouuy  c^i!ed  you  ro  be  one  of  the  alTiilaTits  for 
governing  the  civill  affaires  in  the  court,  as  well  as  to  be 
their  rpajor  gencrall  in  thecampe.  The  good  Lord  ailiU 
and  governe  you  by  his  fpirit  ol  wifdom,  of  courage,  and 
of  the  fcrire  of  the  Lord  in  both. 

Sir,  1  received  yours  dated  27.  3d.  6^.  for  which  I 
reiurne  huinble  and  hearty  thanks,  and  for  the  inclofed 
narrative,  \vhereby  I  perceive  that  the  powers  of  darknes 
T^'hich  have  prevailed  in  other  parts  of  the  world  are  at 
Worke  here  alfo,  to  fubvert  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  in  thefc 
ends  of  the  earth.  But  God  hath  not  yet  faid  that  this 
is  theire  hour  in  reference  to  N.  E.  though  our  nnthank- 
fulnes  for  the  gofpel,  uqfruicfulnefs  under  it,  diffobedience 

♦  Mr,  Efld^cott  (3ied  before  tbc  csxt  cle^ioji. 
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to  it,  declenfions  from  the  fimpliciry  that  is  in  Chrifl,  and 
finful  coinplianceSj&c.  have  deferved  that  our  hedge  fhould 
be  broken  down.  That  admonition  which  Chrifl  fenc 
unto  the  church  at  Ephefus  fliou Id  found  in  our  hearts 
continually,  Repent  and  doe  ihy  firfl:  workes.  For  even 
David  had  his  firfl:  and  his  latter  wayes.  Therefore  it  is 
noticed  concerning  Jehofaphat,  in  2  Chron.  17.  ^.  that  the 
Lord  was  with  hirn,  becaufe  he  walked  in  the  firfl:  waies 
of  his  farher  David.  If  N.  E.  would  returne  to  the  firfl: 
waies  of  reformation  here  begun,  according  to  gofpel  rules 
and  patrernes  (from  which  the  compas  of  the  Jafl:  fynods 
conclufions  feemes  to  be  varied  by  fome  degrees  towards 
the  antartique,  or  is  newly  difcovered  to  be  other  than  I 
formerly  apprehended  to  have  been  the  way  of  thefe 
churches)  1  would  hope  that  the  fame  onely  wife  God  who 
diiTappoinfed  the  councel  of  that  arch  prelate  in  the  raigne 
of  the  laft  king  (whereby  your  pattent  was  once  and  againe 
demanded  by  the  faid  king,  and  as  often  refufed  by  your 
generall  court,  to  be  returned  to  England)  would  alfo  ftill 
appeare,  in  thisjun61ure,  by  fruftrating  the  prefent  deilgne 
and  making  it  an  abortion,  or  a  mere  iryall  of  the  country, 
whether  they  will  fland  to  their  church  rights  and  privf- 
ledges  or  permit  them  to  be  invaded  and  violated  by  fuch 
attempts,  which  when  they  are  tried  and  found  unfuccefT- 
ful,  will  ceafe  for  the  future.  For  the  Lord  is  and  will 
be  with  his  people  while  they  are  with  him;  and  if  yee 
feeke  him  he  will  be  found  of  you,  An  experiment  here- 
of you  had  in  the  quiet  proceeding  of  your  elections,  ^s  a 
gracious  anfwer  to  prayers.  Their  claiming  power  to  fit 
authoritatively  as  a  court  for  appeales,  and  thai  to  be  ma- 
naged in  an  arbitrary  way,  was  a  manifefl;  laying  of  a  ground 
v;orke  to  undermine  your  whole  government  eflablifhed 
by  your  charter.  If  you  had  confented  thereunto,  you 
had  plucked  downe  with  your  owne  hands  that  houfe 
which  wifdom  had  built  for  you  and  your  poflerity.  For 
all  your  courts  would  then  have  fignified  nothing;  the 
fentences  of  them  being  liable  to  be  disannulled,  upon 
complaints  to  the  comir.ifTioners  p^ade  by  delinquents,  as 

appearetlj 
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appeareth  In  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Tho.  Deanc,  &c.  and  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  jwiieft  cenfure  might  bt  hindred  and  the 
courfe  of  ja:i:iceob!lru£l:ed,  ab  you  have  alreadie  found  in 
ihe  cafe  of  John  Potter.  Nor  can  1  fee  that  your  pre- 
ferving  that  authority  and  jurifdi6lion  which  the  lad  king, 
by  hisroial  charter,  gave  you,  can  rationally  be  accounted 
an  oppofing  the  lovcraignety  which  this  king  hath  over 
you,  leeing  id  pojfunt  rege^  quod  jure  fojfunt.  There  is 
indeed  a  verbal  profeilion  of  preferving  your  liberties. 
But  if  the  commiflion  of  thefe  gentlemen  be  of  fuch  a 
latitude  as  they  fay,  it  is  a  real  dedrufliou  of  that  which 
they  promife  to  preferve.  ^id  verba  audiam,  cumfa6la 
videam  ?  Therefore,  to  me,  the  matter  of  your  anfwer 
feemes  to  be  rational,  jufl:  and  neceflary.  As  for  the  folem- 
nity  of  publifliing  it,  in  three  places,  by  founding  a  trum- 
pet, I  believe  you  did  it  upon  good  advife,  and  therefore, 
fufpending  my  own  thoughts,  1  fhall  wait  to  fee  how  it  is 
jrefentcd  at  the  court  in  England.  Yet,  upon  ferious  fecond 
and  third  thoughts,  I  fee  not  but  that  it  was  your  prudent 
way  fo  to  do,  confidering  that,  i.  It  was  the  anfwer  of  the 
generall  court.  2.  Publiihed  in  the  kings  name.  3.  For 
the  cognifance  of  the  whole  country  concerned  in  it.  4. 
For  declaring  the  courage  and  refolution  of  the  whole 
countrey  to  defend  theire  charter  libef  ties  and  priviledges, 
and  not  to  yeeld  up  theire  right  voluntarily,  fo  long  as 
they  can  hold  it,  in  dependance  upon  God  in  Chrifl,  whofe 
intereft  is  in  it,  for  his  proteflion  and  blefTmg,  who  will 
be  with  you  while  you  are  with  him.  If  my  advife  were 
worth  any  thing,  I  would  fay,  let  a  colledtion  of  your 
grievances  occafioned  by  the  coming  over  of  thefe  com- 
miflioners,  and  by  their  aclings,  in  one  place  and  another, 
and  of  the  3  commifiioners  in  prejudicing  the  Indians 
againfl:  the  Englifh,  whereby  the  good  worke  for  theire 
tronverfion  is  in  danger  to  be  hindered  and  the  fafety  and 
peace  of  the  Engliih  to  be  hazzarded,  for  the  furore  ;  let, 
I  fay,  all  inftances  of  theire  illegal  and  injurious  proceed- 
ings, throughout  the  countrey,  be  fully  collefled  and  clearly 
proved,  and  fpeedily  tranfmitted  and  reprefented  to  the 

king. 
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king,  the  lord  chancellor,  &c.  by  your  next  addres,  and 
therein  let  them  fully  and  plainly  underfland  that  the 
whole  countrey  (for  the  generality  of  them)  are  much  ag- 
grieved at  theie  doings  and  humbly  defire  to  be  refettled 
in  theire  former  ftate,  according  to  theire  charter,  and 
that  they  may  be  freed  from  thofe  new  encroachments ; 
wherein  the  petition  to  the  generall  court  prefented  in  the 
names  of  (o  many  non-frecmcn,  declaring  theire  full  fatif- 
faftion  in  the  fettled  government,  as  it  is,  with  theire  ear- 
ned: defire  that  it  may  be  dill  continued  without  alteration, 
may  be  fignified  to  the  higher  powers,  to  good  purpofe. 
Sir,  You  fee  whether  my  zeale  for  preferving  Chriits  in- 
lereft  in  your  parts  (though  inN.H.  C.f  it  is  miferably  loft) 
and  my  unfeigned  love  to  your  colonic  and  my  fervent 
defire  of  the  wellfare  of  the  churches  and  commonwealth 
(fo  far  as  they  may  be  promoted  and  perpetuated  by  your 
circumfpe£lion)  hath  carried  me,  through  my  confidence  in 
your  wifdom  and  faithfulnes,  that  you  will  make  no  other 
ufe  of  this  my  fcribbiing  then  fuch  as  (hall  be  fafe  both  to 
you  and  mc.  To  the  honorable  governor  you  may  com- 
municate it,  if  you  pleafe,  prefenting  alfo  to  him  my  hum- 
ble and  affe<Slionate  fervice. 

Sir,  I  returne  your  copie  of  the  articles  that  concerne 
Commameene,  having  received  them  formerly  from  your 
felfe,  and  lately  from  Mr.  Biihop,  with  many  thanks  to 
you  for  the  fight  and  loan  of  them  from  us  both.  But 
1  am  and  (hall  be  difcouraged  from  regarding  fuch  agree- 
ment made  by  a  fubjeS,  though  honourably,  til  I  fee  your 
charrer,  fealed  by  the  late  King,  and  obliging  his  heirs 
and  fucceiTors,  really  as  well  as  verbally  confirmed  and  per- 
formed, towardig  the  purchafing  whereof  I  paid  50/.  and 
Mr.  Eaton  1 00/.  and  fundry  other  merchants  the  fame 
funis  refpe£tively,  we  being  members  of  the  London  cor- 
poration for  N.  E.  which  doth  ingage  me  to  defire  aad  en- 
deavour, what  1  can  and  may,  that  the  intended  effe61s 
thereof  may  reraaine,  for  the  fervice  of  Chrift  and  for  the 
good  of  all  his  people,  bgth  at  prefent  and  for  the  future. 
J  heare  well  of  your  lad  addreft  to  the  king.  I  ftiould  take 

it 
f  N«w-HAy?Q  Colon  jr. 
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it  for  a  favour  if  I  might  perufe  it  and  the  kind's  anfwer. 
Ifhalli3ow  ceafe  from  giving  you  any  further  trouble, 
but  not  from  praying  for  a  good  iflue  of  your  and  our 
prefent  afflictive  exercifes,  and  not  ours  only  but  of  the 
diftreffed  churches  of  Chrill,  in  whom  I  reft, 

Sir,  Your  obliged  affured, 

John  Davenport. 
N.  H.  the  24  of  the  4.  6$, 


Copy  of  a  Petition  ro  the  King  from  fome  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Province  of  Maine. 

To  the  King's  mod  excellent  Majefly, 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Cafco  upon 
the  Province  of  Maine  in  New-England,  wherein  ac- 
cording to  his  Majefties  command  is  rendered  theire 
xeafons  why  they  could  not  fubmict  to  Mr.  Gorges. 

Mod  dread  Soveraigne, 

PARDON,  wee  humbly  befeech,  if  wee  prefume  to 
addrefs  our  mod  gracious  and  loveing  father,  whofe 
gracious  eye  and  fatherlie  care  is  towards  us  the  meanefl 
of  your  fubje<5ls  inhabiting  the  northern  parts  of  your  do- 
minions in  this  wildernes,  as  wee  underfland  by  your  gra- 
cious letter  to  us.  For  the  which  fatherlie  and  gracious 
care  of  us  therein  expreffed  wee  befeech,  though  wee  bee 
butt  one  of  ten  that  prefume  to  returne  thanke?,  p-^rdon 
wee  humbly  befeech  you  our  prefumption,  who  have  the 
royall  fcepter  of  your  command  for  foe  doeing,  and  accept 
of  our  bounden  thankfullnes,  who  upon  our  bended  knees 
doe  returne  unto  your  facred  Majeftie  mod  humble  and 
heartie  thankes  for  the  fame. 

And  whereas  your  Majedie  was  pleafed  to  demand  our 
fubmidion  to  Mr.  Gorges,  or  elfe  forthwith  to  render  our 
reafons,  may  it  plea fe  your  mod  facred  Mcijedic,  wee  have 
Eoereafons  as  of  ourleives,  haveing  nothing  to  fay  againd 

Mr. 


COLLECTION    of   PAPERS.       397 

Mr.  Gorges  or  his  governmenr,  butt  if  irt  fhall  plcafe 
your  Majellie  foe  to  determioe  itr,  wee  Ihall  wiilinglie  and 
chearfullie  fubmiit  to  itt. 

1  Reafon.  Bun  when  wee  firft  fubmitted  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Maflachufetts  wee  did  engage  to  bee  under 
theire  government  till  fuch  time  as  your  Majeftie  fliould 
dciermiue  us  as  proper  to  any  other  regulation,  your  Ma- 
jeftie being  pleafed  to  fend  to  them  demanding,  as  wee  arc 
informed,  theire  refignation  of  us,  or  elfc  to  (hew  theire 
reafons ;  which,  they  fay,  they  have  undertaken  to  doe, 
and  therefore  have  commanded  us  in  your  Majefties  name 
to  continue  under  theire  government  till  itt  fhall  bee  de- 
termined by  your  Mdjeftie;  againft  whom  wee  have  no- 
thing to  fay,  butt  have  by  good  experience  found  thac 
expreflion  of  your  Majeftie  verified  concerning  them,  thac 
whereas  they  have  exceeded  others  in  pietie  and  fobrietic 
foe  God  hath  blelfed  them  above  others,  foe  wee  haveing 
had  pietie  foe  countenanced  and  juftice  foe  well  executed 
that  wee  have  found  Gods  bleffing  in  our  lawfull  callings 
and  endeavours  more  in  one  yeare  than  in  feveraii  before 
or  fmce  our  late  troubles. 

2  Reafon.  Since  which,  mod  gracious  Soveraigne,  itt 
hath  pleafed  your  Majeflies  mofl:  honorable  commiffioners 
to  forbid  our  fubmiffion  either  to  the  Maffachufetts  or  Mr. 
Gorges ;  and  wee  humblie  befeech  your  Majeftie  nott  to 
impute  It  to  any  dilloyaltie  in  us,  Tf  your  Majellie  find  not 
oar  names  inferted  in  a  petition  directed  to  your  facred 
Majeftie  for  the  removall  of  the  government  both  from 
the  Maffachufetts  and  Mr.  Gorges,  wee  haveing  noe  juft 
caufe  of  complaint  aejainfl  either,  wee  being  likcwife  taught 
out  of  the  word  of  God  that  obedience  is  better  than  facri- 
iice,  efpeciailis  of  that  which  is  none  of  our  owne,  and  of 
which,  for  ought  wee  know,  your  Majellie  hath  long  fmce 
difpofed  of,  or  if  nott,  wee  prefume  your  Majeftie  knoweth 
better  how  to  difpofe  of  )our  owne  than  wee  to  direct; 
wee  heere  profefhng  to  your  facred  Majeftie  it  is  the  onely 
height  of  oar  defires,  withoutc  any  feiiiller  or  by  refpefls, 
to  be  wholie  and  folie  where  God  by  liis  providence  and 
your  commands  fliall  cad  us.  Thus 
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Thus  havciog,  according  to  your  Majefties  commandf 
and  our  weake  abilities,  rendered  all  the  reafons  wee  have 
or  know  ot,  wee  humblie  beg  your  Majefties  determination, 
by  reafon  of  the  fad  contentions  that  hath  been  and  is  now 
amongft  us,  nott  without  fome  threatning  of  us  who  did 
Bott  joyne  with  our  neighbours  in  petitioning  againfl  Mr. 
Gorges  and  the  Maflachufetts,  humblie  begging  your  gra- 
cious and  fatherlie  eye  to  be  towards  us,  wee  onely  defire- 
ing  as  much  as  in  us  lieth  to  z£t  in  the  uprightnes  of  our 
hearts  in  the  fight  of  the  Almightie,  your  facred  Majeftic 
and  all  men,  defireing  rather  to  fubraitt  to,  than  to  con- 
tend or  direct  what  government  or  jovcrnours  your  Ma- 
jeftie  fhall  pleafe  to  appoint  over  us. 

Thus,  with  our  prayers  to  the  God  of  heaven  to  power 
upon  your  Majeftie  all  the  blefTmgs  heaven  and  earth  can 
afford,  both  fpirituall,  temporal  I  and  eternall,  befeech  him 
in  whofe  hands  are  the  hearts  of  Kings  to  dire6i  your  facred 
Majeftie  foe  to  difpofe  of  us  as  may  make  moft  for  the 
glorie  and  honor  of  God,  your  facred  Majeiiie,  and  the 
good  of  us  your  poore  fubjeds,  wee  proftrate  ourfelvcs  att 
your  Majefties  feet  and  fubfcribe  as  your  due  and  our 
dutie  is.  Your  Majefties  ever  faith  full  and  obedient 

fubje^ls,  to  bee  obedient  where  your 
Auguft  I  ft,  Majeftie  ftiall  pleafe  to  command  us  to 

1 66^,  the  utmoft  of  our  lives  and  fortunes. 

Henry  Williams  George  Cleeves 

Ambrofe  Bounds  George  Munioy 

George  Lewis  Francis  Neate 

John  Lewis  Phinehas  Hidar 

Thomas  Skilllug  Richard  Martin 

Thomas  Skilling  Benjamin  Hatewell 

John  Skilling  John  Ingerfoll 

John  Clayes  George  Ingerfoll 

Thomas  Wakly  John  Marklic 
John  Rider  John  Phillipps 

Nathan:  Wallis.  Robert  Corbin 

A. ■■       ,      I.  .11  I  — — 

Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Robert  Carr  to  Major- 
General  Leverett  and  the  reft  of  the  Com* 
millioners  from   Bofton, 

GenrlemcD, 

HEARINGE  of  your  being  at  Srrawbury  banke, 
and  being  informed  of  your  frridlcourfe  you  intend 
againft  thofe  that  have  fupplicated  his  Majeftie  for  their 
freedome  and  libertie,  I  could  not  doe  leiTe  than  in  his 
Majedies  name  require  you  to  take  notice  of  this  inclofcd, 
which  is  a  true  coppie  of  a  letter  fent  to  the  Govcrnour 
and  Councell  of  Boilon,  and  in  his  Majefties  name  1  doe 
againe  delire  and  require  you  would  forbeare  troubling  or 
molefting  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  in  Strawbury  bankc, 
Dover  or  Exon,  as  hath  petitioned  his  Majeftie,  until!  his 
Majefties  gracious  pleafure  be  further  knowne.  This  is 
all  at  prefent  but  that  I  am,         Gentlemen, 

Dated  at  Kittery,  Your  friend  and  fervant, 

loth  Oftober  1 66$.  Robert  Carr. 


Copy   of  a  Sentence  of  Court  againft    Thomas 
Goold  and  others. 

At  a  county  court  hcl  3  at  Cambridge,  on  adjournment, 
Aprill  17.   1666. 

THOMAS  GOOLD,  Thomas  Ofbume  and  John 
George^  being  prefented  by  the  grand  jury  of  this 
county  for  ahfenring  themfelves  from  the  publick  worfhip 
of  God  on  the  Lords  dayes  for  one  whole  yeare  now  pafl, 
alledged  refpc£lively  as  followeth,  viz. 

Thomas 

*  Thefe  three  perfons  fcrupled  Infant  Baptifm,  feperated  from  the 
churches  of  the  country  and,  with  others  of  the  fame  perfuafioQ 
with  themfelves,  fet  up  a  church  in  Bofton.  Whilft  Congrega- 
tionalifts  in  England  were  complaining  of  the  intolerant  fpiritof 
Epifcopalians  there,  Antip^dobaprifts  in  New-England  had  equal 
reafon  to  complain  of  the  fanae  fpirit  in  the  Congregationaiift* 
there. 
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Thomas  Ofburne  anfwered,  that  the  reafcn  of  his  non- 
attendance  was,  that  the  Lord  hath  difcovered  unro  him 
from  his  word  and  fpiric  of  truth  that  the  fociety,  where- 
'^^'ith  he  is  now  in  communion,  is  more  agreeable  to  the 
will  of  God,  afferred  that  they  were  a  church  and  attend- 
ed the  worfhip  of  God  together,  and  do  judge  themfelves 
bound  fo  to  do,  the  ground  whereof  he  faid  he  gave  ia 
the  generall  court. 

Thomas  Goold  anfwered,  that  as  for  coming  to  pub- 
lique  worfliip  they  did  meet  in  publique  worfliip  accord- 
ing to  the  rule  of  Chrifl:,  the  grounds  whereof  they  had 
given  to  the  court  of  afliftanrs,  afferted  that  they  were  a 
publique  meeting,  according  to  the  order  of  Chrifl  Jefus 
gathered  together. 

John  George  anfwered,  that  he  did  attend  the  pub- 
lique meetings  on  the  Lord's  dayes  where  he  was  a  mem- 
ber; afferted  that  they  were  a  church  according  to  the 
order  of  Chrifl:  in  the  gofpell,  and  with  them  he  walked 
and  held  communion  in  the  publique  woifliip  of  God  on 
the  Lord's  dayes. 

Whereas  at  the  general  court  in  0<51ober  lafl,  and  at  the 
court  of  affiflants  in  September  lafl:  endeavours  were  ufed 
for  their  conviflion.  The  order  of  the  geneiall  court  de- 
claring the  faidGoold  and  company  to  be  no  orderly  church 
aflemblyand  that  they  fland  convicted  of  high  prefumption 
againfl:  the  Lord  and  his  holy  appoyntmcnrs  uas  openly 
read  to  them  and  is  on  file  with  the  records  of  this  court. 

The  court  fentenced  the  faid  Thomas  Goold,  Thomas 
O/burne  and  John  George,  for  their  abfenting  rhemfelves 
from  the  publique  worfliip  of  God  on  the  Lords  dayes,  to 
pay  fourc  pounds  fine,  each  of  ihem,  to  the  county  order. 
And  whereas  by  their  owne  confefllons  they  fl:and  con- 
Tifted  of  perfifling  in  their  fchifmaticall  aflTembling  them- 
felves together,  to  the  great  diflionour  of  God  and  our 
profefllon  of  his  holy  name,  contrary  to  the  acl  of  the  ge- 
nerall court  of  O(51ober  lafl:  prohibiting  them  therein  oa 
penalty  of  imprifonmenr,  this  court  doth  order  their  giving 
bond  refpe(riiveiy  in  20/.  each  of  them,  for  their  appear- 
ance to  anfvver  iheir  contempt  at  the  next  court  of  afiillants. 

Ths 
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The  abovenamcd  Thomas  Goold,  John  George,  and 
Thomas  Ofbarne  made  their  appeale  10  the  next  court  of 
afTiftants,  and  refuGng  to  put  in  fecurity  according  to  laV 
were  committed  to  prifon. 

Vera  copla,     Tho.  Danforth,  Record* 


Copy   of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Richard  Saltonftall 
to  Mr.  Cotton  and  Mr.  Wilfon.* 

Reverend  and  deare  friends,  whom  I  unfaynedly  loTft 
and  refpe^, 

IT  doth  not  a  little  grieve  my  fpirit  to  heare  what  fadd 
things  are  reported  dayly  of  your  tyranny  and  perfe- 
eutions  in  New-England,  as  that  you  fyne,  whip  and  im* 
prifon  men  for  their  confciences.  Firft,  you  compell  fuch 
to  come  into  your  affemblyes  as  you  know  will  notjoyne 
with  you  in  your  worfliip,  and  when  they  Ihew  their  dif» 
like  thereof  or  wirnes  againft  it,  then  you  ftyrre  up  your 
magiftrates  to  punifh  rhem  for  fuch  (as  you  conceyve)  their 
publicke  affronts.  Trueiy,  friends  this  your  pra£lice  of 
compelling  any  in  matters  of  worftiip  to  doe  that  whereof 
they  are  nor  fully  perfuaded,  is  to  make  them  fin,  for  foe 
theapoflle  (Rom.  14  and  2  3.)  tells  us,  and  many  are  made 
hypocrites  thereby,  conforming  in  their  outward  man  for 
feareofpuniftiment.  We  pray  for  you  and  wifh  you  prof- 
peri  tie  every  way,  hoped  the  Lord  would  have  given  you 
fo  much  light  and  love  there,  that  you  might  have  beea 
eyes  to  God's  people  here,  and  not  to  pra£lice  thofe  courfes 
in  a  wildernes,  which  you  went  fo  farre  to  prevent.  Thefe 
rigid  wayes  hijve  layed  you  very  lowe  in  the  hearts  of  the 

D  d  faynts.. 

*  This  letter-  ot  Sir  Richard  SaitcnRall  was  feot  roe  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Mather,  but  too  late  to  be  brought  into  the  coUedion  ill 
order  of  time.  I  have  not  feen  any  other  of  Sir  Richard's  ma- 
nufcripts  and  am  very  loth  he  (hould  not  have  the  credit  of  thisi 
It  may  well  enough  follow  the  fentence  againft  Gould.  It  dif- 
covcrs  a  good  deal  of  that  catholic  fp'rit  which  too  many  ol  our 
firft  fettlers  were  de^itute  of,  and  confirms  what  I  have  faid  of 
Mr.  Dudley's  zeal  in  the  firft  volume  of  the  Maflachufet*  Hiftory. 
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Jaybts.  I  doe  aflure  you  I  have  heard  them  pray  in  the 
publi^iie  alTemblies  that  the  Lord  would  give  you  mceke 
and  huMihlc  ipiri's,  nor  to  (Iryvc  foe  much  for  uniforaiicy 
as  to  krepe  the  unity  o^  the  fpirit  in  the  bond  of  peace. 

When  1  was  in  Holland  abouf  the  beginning  of  our 
warres,  I  remember  Tome  chuliians  there  that  then  had 
ferious  thoughts  of  planimg  in  Ne^v- England,  defired  me 
to  Write  to  the  governor  thereof  to  knjw  if  thofe  that  dif- 
fer from  you  in  opinion,  yet  hnulding  the  fame  foundation 
in  relii'Jon,  as  Anabaptids,  Seeker^,  iniiiiomians..  and  the 
jikc,  might  be  permitted  to  live  among  y-^u,  to  wh.ch  I 
received  this  ihort  anfwer  from  youi  t^^en  g(ivernour  Mr. 
Dudley,  God  forbid  (faid  he)  our  love  ^or  the  rruih 
fhould  be  growne  foe  could  that  we  {liquid  tolerate  errours, 
and  vi^hen  (for  fatisfac^ion  of  myfelf  an  J  otheis)  I  defired 
to  know  your  grounds,  he  referred  me  to  the  books  v^rit- 
ten  here  between  the  Prcfbyterians  and  Independents, 
v;hich  if  that  had  been  fufficient,  I  needed  not  have  fent 
foe  farre  to  underfland  rhe  reafons  of  your  pra6lice,  1  hope 
you  doe  not  aiTume  to  yourfelves  infallibilitie  of  judgment, 
when  the  moH:  learned  of  the  Apoftles  confefTeth  he  knew 
but  in  parte  and  fawe  but  darkely  as  through  a  glafs,  for 
God  is  light,  and  no  further  than  he  doth  illuminate  us 
can  we  fee,  be  our  partes  and  learning  never  foe  great. 
Oh  that  all  thofe  who  are  brethren,  though  yet  they  can- 
not thinke  and  fpeake  the  fame  things  might  be  of  one 
accord  in  the  Lord.  Now  the  God  of  patience  and  confo- 
lation  grant  you  to  be  thus  mynded  towards  one  another, 
after  the  example  of  Jefus  Chrifl  our  blcflcd  Savyor,  in 
whofe  everlaftLng  armes  of  proiedllon  hee  leaves  you  who 
will  never  leave  to  be       Your  truly  and  much  aileflionate 

friend  hi  iLc  neareft  union, 
Ric.  Saltonftall* 
For  my  reverend  and  worthyly  much 

eueemed   friends    Mr.  Cotton   and 

Mr.Wilfon,  preachers  to  the  church 

which  is  at  Bofton  in  New- England, 

give  t^i'-\ 

Jail        ■  ■    I      ■  I    ■    ■■  .^    I n    ■■  I         ■       I iii»>rujmi 

Copy 
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Copy  of  Mr.  Cotton's  Anfwcr  to  a  Letter  froqa 
Sir  Richard  Saitonftall.* 

Honoured  and  deare  Sir, 

MY  brother  Wilfon  and  felfc  doe  both  of  us  acknow- 
ledge your  love,  as  otherwife  formerly,  fo  now  Iq 
the  larc  lines  wee  received  from  you,  that  you  grieve  ia 
fpirit  to  hcare  dayly  complaints  againfl:  us,  it  fpringeth 
from  your  compafTion  of  our  affli<5lions  therein,  whereia 
wee  fee  jufl:  caufe  to  defire  you  may  never  fuffer  like  in- 
jury yourfelfe,  bur  may  finde  others  to  companionate  and 
condole  with  you.  For  when  the  complaints  you  hear  of 
are  againft  our  tyranny  and  perfecutions  in  fining,  whip- 
ping and  imprifoning  men  for  their  confciences,  be  pleafed 
to  underftand  wee  looke  at  fuch  complaints  as  altogether 
injurious  in  refpe6l  of  ourfelvcs,  who  had  noe  hand  or 
tongue  at  all  to  promote  either  the  coming  of  the  perfons 
you  ayme  at  mto  our  aflemblyes,  or  their  punifhment  for 
their  carriage  there.  Righteous  judgment  will  not  take 
up  reports,  much  lelTe  reproaches,  againfl:  the  innocent. 
The  cry  of  the  fmnes  of  Sodome  was  great  and  loude, 
and  reached  up  to  heaven  ;  yet  the  righteous  God  (giving 
us  an  example  what  to  doe  in  the  like  cafe)  he  would  firfl 
goe  downe  to  fee  whether  their  crime  were  altogether 
according  to  the  cry,  before  he  would  proceede  to  judge- 
ment. Gen.  18.20,  21.  and  when  he  did  finde  the  truth 
of  the  cry,  he  did  not  wrap  up  all  alike  promifcucufly  in 
il^  judgement,  but  fpared  fuch  as  he  found  innocent ;  wee 
areamongfl:  thofe  whom  (ifyou  knew  us  better)you  would 
account  of  (as  the  matron  of  Abel  fpake  of  herfelfe) 
peaceable  in  Ifrael,  2  Sam.  20.  19.  Yet  neither  are  wee  fo 
vad  in  our  indulgence  or  toleration  as  to  thinke  the  men 
D  d  2  you 

*  (f  this  Letrer  fhould  be  thought,  in  fome  parts  of  ir»  not  equal 
to  what  tuight  be  e.xpected  from  the  general  character  of  tha 
writer,  the  reader  wiii  attribute  it  to  the  prevailing  bigotry  of 
the  age,  aad  the  ca«ie  whicli  he  undertQck  to  de.'ead. 


4'o4      COLLECTION    of    PAPERS. 

you  fpeake  of  fuffercd  an  unjufl:  cenfure.  For  one  o^ 
them  (Obadiah  Holmes)  being  an  excommunicate  pcrfon 
himfelFe,  out  oi  a  church  in  Plymouth  patent,  came  into 
this  jurifdi^^ion  and  took  upon  him  to  baptize,  which  I 
thinke  himfelfe  will  not  fay  he  was  compelled  here  to  pcr- 
forme.  And  he  was  not  ignorant  that  the  rebapiizing  of 
an  elder  perfon,  and  that  by  a  private  perfon  out  of  office 
and  under  excommunication,  are  all  of  them  manifeft  con- 
lefl.nions  againdthe  order  and  government  of  our  churches 
cftabliflicd  (v\ee  know)  by  Godb  law,  and  (he  knoweih) 
by  the  lawes  of  the  country.  And  W'ee  conceive  wee  may 
faffly  dppeale  ro  the  ingenuity  ot  your  owne  judgemenr, 
whether  it  would  bt  tolerated  in  any  civill  Itate,  for  a 
ftranger  to  come  and  praiflife  contrary  to  the  knowne 
pri"»ciples  of  iheir  church-edare  ?  As  for  his  whipping, 
it  was  more  volunrarily  cholen  by  him  tha^n  infii(Sied  on 
him.  Hi>  cenfure  by  the  court  was  to  have  payed  (as  I 
kncvi')  30  pounds  or  elfe  to  bevhipt,  his  fine  was  offered 
to  be  payed  by  friends  for  him  free))  ;  but  hechofe  rather 
to  be  whipt ;  in  which  cafe,  if  his  luiFering  of  flripes  was 
any  worfhip  of  God  at  all,  furely  it  could  be  accounted  no 
better  ihan  will-worfliip.  The  other  (Mr.  Clarke)  was 
wjfer  in  that  point  and  his  offence  was  lelTe,  fo  was  his  fine 
h&y  and  himfelfe  (as  1  heare)  was  contented  to  have  it 
payed  for  him,  whereupon  he  was  releafed.  Ihe  impri- 
fonment  of  either  of  them  was  noe  detriment.  I  believe 
they  fared  neither  of  them  better  at  home,  and  I  am  fure 
Holmes  had  not  been  fo  well  clad  of  many  yeares  before. 
But  be  pleafed  to  confider  this  point  a  Hrtle  further. 
You  thinke  to  compell  men  in  matter  ot  woifhip  is  to  make 
men  finne^  according  to  Rom.  14.  2:>.  If  the  vorfhip  be 
lawful!  in  itftlfe,  the  magidrate  compelling  hitn  to  Come 
to  ir  compelleth  him  not  to  finne,  but  the  fmnc  is  in  his 
will  that  needs  to  be  compelled  to  a  chriilian  duty.  Jofiah 
compelled  all  Ifrael,  or  (which  is  all  one)  made  to  ferve  the 
Lord  their  God,  2  Chron.  34.  33.  yet  his  act  herein  was 
not  blamed  but  recorded  amongd  his  virtuous  a<nions. 
For  a  governour  to  fuller  any  within  his  gates  to  prophane 

the 
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the  fabbath,  is  a  finne  againil  the  4th  commandment,  both 
in  the  private  houleholder  and  in  the  magiftrate ;  and  if 
he  requires  them  to  prefent  themfelves  before  the  Lord, 
the  magi fl rare  fmneth  nor,  nor  doth  the  lubje£l  finne  fo 
great  a  linne  as  if  he  did  refraine  to  come.  If  the  magi- 
(Irate  connive  at  his  abfenting  himfelfe  from  fabbath  duties 
the  finne  will  be  greater  in  the  magiflrate  than  can  be  ia 
the  others  paiTive  comeing,  Naamans  pailive  goeing  into 
the  houfe  of  Riramon  did  not  violate  the  peace  of  his  con- 
fcience,  2  Kings  5.  18,  19.  Bodily  prefcnce  in  a  ftewes, 
forced  to  behold  the  leudnefle  of  whoredomes  there  com- 
mitted, is  noe  whoredome  at  all.  Noe  more  is  it  fpirituall 
whoredome  to  be  compelled  by  force  to  goe  to  maffe. 

But  (fay  you)  it  doth  but  make  men  hypocrites,  to  com- 
pell  men  to  conforme  the  outward  man  for  feare  of  pu- 
Eilhment.  If  it  did  fo,  yet  better  to  be  hypocrites  than 
prophane  perfons.  Hypocrites  give  God  part  of  his  due, 
the  outward  man,  but  the  prophane  perfon  giveth  God 
neither  outward  nor  inward  man. 

Your  prayers  for  us  wee  thankfuJIy  accept,  and  wee 
hope  God  hath  given  us  fo  much  light  and  love  (which 
you  thinke  wee  want)  that  if  our  native  country  were 
more  zealous  againil:  horrid  blafphemies  and  herefies  than 
wee  be,  wee  believe  the  Lord  would  looke  at  it  as  a 
better  improvement  of  all  the  great  falvarions  he  hath 
wrought  for  them  than  to  fett  open  a  wide  doore  to  all 
abojninations  in  religion.  Doe  you  thinke  the  Lord  hath 
crowned  the  (late  with  fo  many  vifloryes  that  they  fliould 
fuifer  fo  many  mifcreants  to  pluck  the  crown  of  foveraign- 
ty  from  Chrifls  head  ^  Some  to  deny  his  godhead,  fome 
his  manhood ;  fome  to  acknowledge  noe  Chrift,  nor  hea- 
Ten,  nor  hell,  but  what  is  in  a  mans  felfe  ?  Some  to  deny 
all  churches  and  ordinances,  and  fo  to  leave  Chrift  noe  vi- 
fible  kingdome  upon  earth  ^  And  thus  Chrift  by  eafing 
England  of  the  yoke  of  a  kingdome  ftiall  forfeit  his  owne 
kingdome  among  the  people  of  England.  Now  God 
forbid,  God  from  heaven  forbid,  that  the  people  and  ftare 
pf  England  (hoiild  fo  ill  requite  the  Lord  Jefus,  You 
D  d  ^  know 
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know  nor,  if  vou  tbinke  wee  came  into  this  wildernefle  ra 
pradife  thofe  courfes  here  which  wee  fled  from  in  Eng* 
hnd.  Wee  believe  there  is  a  vaft  diiFerence  beiween« 
mens  inventions  and  God's  inflitntions ;  wee  fled  from 
mens  inventions,  to  which  wee  elfe  flbould  have  beene 
compelled  ;  wee  compeil  none  to  mens  inventions. 

If  our  waves  (rigid  wayes  as  yoa  call  them)  have  layd 
us  low  in  the  hearts  of  God's  people,  yea  and  of  the 
faints  (as  you  (liie  them)  wee  doe  not  believe  it  is  any 
part  oF  their  faintfliip.  Michal  had  a  low  efteeme  of 
D.vids  zeale,  but  he  was  never  a  whic  lower  in  the  fighc 
of  God,  nor  flie  higher. 

What  you  wro^e  out  of  Holland  to  our  then  governor 
Mr.Dudley,in  behalfe  of  Arjabapti[ls,Aniinomians  Seekers, 
and  the  like,  it  feemeth,  mett  wiih  a  fhort  anfwer  from 
him  bur  zealous;  for  z-a\  will  nor  beare  fuch  mixtures  a? 
coldnefTe  or  lukewarmeneffe  will.  Revel.  2.  2.  14.  15.  :io. 
Neverthelefle,  1  tell  you  the  irurh,  wee  have  tolerated 
in  our  church  fome  An-^baptifts,  fome  An'inomians,  and 
fome  Seekers,  and  do  fo  (liil  dt  rhis  day  ;  though  Seekers 
of  all  others  have  leall  reafon  to  defire  toleration  in  church 
fellowfliip.  For  they  that  deny  all  churches  and  church 
ordinances  fince  the  apoftacy  of  Antichrift,  they  cannot 
continue  in  ch'irch  fellowfliip  but  againfl  their  owne 
judgment  and  coiifcience;  and  therefore  4  or  5  of  them 
who  open'y  renounced  the  church  fellowfliip  which  they 
had  Jong  enjoyed,  the  church  faid  amen  to  their  a£l,  and 
(after  ferious  debate  with  them  till  they  had  nothing  to 
anfwer)  they  were  removed  from  their  fellowfliip.  Others 
carry  their  dilTent  more  privately  and  inoifenfively,  and  (o 
are  borne  withall  in  much  meekenefle.  Wee  are  farr  from 
arrogating  infjjlibility  of  judgement  to  ourfelves  or  alTe<n» 
ing  uniformity ;  uniformity  God  never  required,  infallibi- 
liry  he  never  granted  us.  Wee  content  ourfelves  with  unity 
in  the  foundation  of  religion  and  of  church  order  :  Super- 
ftruclures  wee  fufTer  to  varie;  wee  have  here  prcfbyteriaa 
churches  as  well  as  congregationall,  and  have  learned 
(through  grace)  to  keepe  the  uqity  of  the  fpirit  in  ^he  bond 
^  9f 
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of  peace  ;  onely  wee  are  loth  to  be  blowne  up  and  downe 
(like  chaff)  by  every  winde  of  new  notions. 

You  fee  how  defirous  wee  are  to  give  you  what  fatis- 
faflion  wee  may  to  your  loveing  expodulation,  which  wee 
pray  you  to  accept  with  the  fame  fpirit  of  love  wherewith 
it  is  encited.  The  Lord  Jefus  guide  and  kcepe  your 
heart  for  ever  in  the  waycs  of  his  trueth  and  peace.  So 
humbly  commending  our  due  refpe<S^  and  hearty  affe(Slioa 
to  your  worfhip,  wee  take  leave  and  reft.* 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from   Col.  Richard   Nicolls  to 
theGovernor  and  Alii  flan  ts  of  theMaflachufetts. 

Gentlemen, 

I  Have  lately  heard  that  his  Majcfly  hath  authorized 
and  required  you  to  reduce  Canada  to  his  Majuiiy's 
obedience,  therefore  I  thinke  it  my  duty  (tor  fevera!  r^f- 
pc£ts,)  to  give  you  advertifement  of  an  opportunity  which 
prefents  it  felfc  towards  the  facilitating  (if  not  whcllv  ff- 
fedling)  the  worke  at  once.  For  I  have  received  letters 
yefterday  that  the  French  were  marching  (in  number  ac- 
cording to  Indyans  compuration  about  700  men)  towards 
Albany.  I  prefume  they  will  not  openly  profeffc  th^riiiT 
felves  enemyes  to  us,  till  they  have  either  vanquifht  the 
Mohaukes,  or  made  peace  with  them  ;  however  I  have 
ftrengthened  my  garfifon  in  the  fort  to  withftand  their 
attempts;  hereof  I  have  alfo  fent  governor  Winihrop  ari 
account,  and  cannot  imagine  any  reafon  to  the  contrary 
Why  fo  fairean  advantage  againll  the  French  (hould  bee 
let  flip,  fmce  bis  Majelty's  direftions  therein  are  fo  polTHive, 
And  truly  if  from  your  colony  a  fpeedy  force  of  horfe 
and  dragoones,  not  exceeding  150,  would  march  and  joyne 
with  a  proportionable  number  of  Cone^icott  colony,  iri 
all  probability  few  of  the  French  could  return  to  Canada, 
whofe  whole  flrength  is  now  fo  farr  engaged  from  home, 
D  d  4  and 

*  This  and  the  next  preceding  Letter  are  without  dafe.      Sir 

Richard  was  never  io  New  England  after  1631.     Thele  Lcttii^rs 

caui^  have  beea  wrote  between  1645  and  1653, 
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ind  by  confequence  the  reft  of  the  French  will  not  be  able 
to  make  any  confidcrable  refiftance ;  the  neccfTity  of  your 
fpsedy  determination  is  fo  evident,  that  1  (hail  not  make 
life  of  other  arguments,  only  affuring  you  of  my  utmofl 
eodcavours  to  ferve  his  M^jefty  upon  this  occafion  in  the 
defence  of  his  dominions,  not  doubting  but  that  the  com- 
mon fafery  is  precious  lo  you,  although  the  danger  at  pre- 
fent  more  immediately  threatens  this  colony ;  1  remitt  the 
contideration  of  the  premiilcs  to  your  ferious  thoughts, 
and  remaine  your  very  afFeiftionate  friend  and  fervanr, 

Richard  Nicolls. 
Fort  James  in  New-York, 
July  the  6th  i666. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  King's  Com mifll orders 
to  the  Governor,  &c.   of  the  iMalTachufets. 

Gentlemen, 

ALthough  wee  were  credibly  informed  before  your 
generall  court  fare  in  September  lad,  and  by  di- 
vers circumftances  were  jealous  that  the  fignification  of 
his  Majefties  pleafure  to  yourfelves,  under  his  Majeilies 
Cgne  manual!  and  fabfcribed  by  Sir  William  Morice,  prin- 
cipal! fecretary  of  iiarc,  would  not  meet  with  a  full  com- 
plyance  in  your  generall  court ;  yc^  wee  were  loth  to 
credit  reports  fo  derogatory  lo  your  dutifull  fubraidion 
to  his  Majeflies  comm.indes ;  and  having  feene  the  copy 
of  an  humble  addreile  to  your  generall  court,  under  the 
hands  of  many  confiderable  perfons  eminent  for  loyalty  and 
eftates  within  your  jarifdi6iion,  wherein  the  petitioners 
did,  with  a  modelT:  importunity,  offer  to  their  reprefenta- 
tives  their  deep  fenfe  of  the  calamities  which  may  enfue, 
if  his  Majefties  jufl  difpleafure  (hould  be  kindled' againfb 
the  difobedient,  wee  were  full  of  hopes  that  the  generall 
court  would  have  given  his  Majellie  due  fatisfa^ion  to  his 
commands,  and  particular  ihankes  to  thofe  gentlemen  the 
petitioners :  But  being  fully  informed  that  your  refolu- 
lioos  are  neither  to  fead  Mr.  Richard  Bellipghara,  your 

prefcat 
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prefent  governor,  with  Major  Hawthorne,  who  are  exprcfly 
required  upon  their  allegiance  to  attend  his  Majeftie,  nor 
to  make  your  choice  of  two  or  three  other  perfons,  as  his 
Majefty  is  pleafed  to  dire6i:  you  ;  and  further,  that  you: 
have  not  only  difcountenanced  but  laid  heavy  charges 
againfl  thofe  loyall  and  dutiful!  petitioners,  wee  conceive 
ourfelvcs,  at  laft,  highly  obliged  (as  commiiTioners  from  his 
Majeftie)  folemnly  to  manifeft,  declare  and  proteft,  in  ihc 
name  and  behalfe  of  his  Majeftie. 

1.  Firfl,  That  his  Majefties  fignificaiion  of  his  pleafure 
to  his  colony  of  the  Mafiachufers  is. an  originall  figned  by 
fiis  Majeftie,  fubfigned  by  Sir  William  Morice  principall 
fecretary  of  ftate,^  which  ought  to  be  received  for  authen- 
tick  ia  all  his  Majefties  dominions,  and  is  fo  entertained  ia 
all  the  other  his  Mjjefties  colonies  in  New-England,  to 
their  joy  and  fatisfa6i:ion,  though  with  fome  blot  upon 
record  in  your  fcuccheon. 

2.  Secondly,  That  his  Majeflie  will  be  juftjy  difpleafcd 
with  your  refolutions  againil  fending  the  perfons  nomi- 
nated in  the  fignilication,  with  fuch  others  as  you  are  pofi- 
tively  commanded  to  make  your  owne  choice  of,  to  attend 
his  Majeflie,  who  expe£is  from  all  his  fubje£ls  obedience, 
as  much  more  acceptable  than  facrifice. 

3.  Thirdly,  That  his  Majefty  cannot  but  approve  of  that 
humble  petition  prefenied  to  your  generall  court,  and  by 
the  lawes  of  England  (which  rauft  be  the  touch-flone) 
thofe  gentlemen  ought  not  to  be  molefted,  fined,  or  irapri- 
foned  for  any  matters  contained  in  the  faid  petition,  (o  full 
of  duty  to  his  Majellie,  of  refpe^  to  your  generall  court, 
and  tending  to  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  whole  colony. 

4.  Laftly,  Wee  ourfelves,  fully  concurring  with  the 
fubftance  and  to  thofe  good  ends  manifefted  in  the  petition, 
doe  earneitly  follicit  you  to  refume  the  whole  matter  into 
your  mod  ferious  confideration,  that  his  Majeflie  may  bee 
honoured  with  the  real!  obedience  of  his  fubjefts,  and 
thereby  encouraged  plentifully  to  pour  forth  the  riches  of 
his  goodnes  upon  his  colony  of  the  MafTachufets,  to  which 
we  are  hearty  well  wifher?  and  will  contribute  our  beft 

endeavours 
f  $£t  Appendix  to  flaiT^.  Hift.  Vol,  I  p.  547, 
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endeavours  at  all  times  and  in  all  places,  when  by  your 
fubmifTion  to  his  Majcflie,  wee  (hall  be  encouraged  to 
reraaine  Your  very  afFe^tionate  friends 

and  fervants, 
His  Majefties  CommiiTioners  for  New-England,. 

Fort  James  at  New-  Richard  Nicolls, 

Yorke,   Nov.   ^d,  Robert  Carr, 

1666.  Sumueli  Maverickc. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Governour  Bellingham  t# 
SecrcLary  Rawfon. 

Mr.  Secretary, 

THE  letter  which  came  under  a  cover  to  yourfelfe 
from  the  hon.  Col.  Nichols,  Sir  Robert  Carr,  and 
Mr.  Samuel  Mavericke,  of  the  3d  inftanr,  dired^ed  to  my- 
felfe  and  the  afUftants  of  this  colony,  I  received  the  10th 
at  evening,  and  have  perufed  with  fuch  of  the  magift rates 
^  as  are  adjacent,  and  finding  the  contents  thereof  do  refer 
to  the  ablings  of  the  generall  court.  You  may  informe  Mr. 
Mavericke  that  the  general  court  being  diflblved  fundry 
dayes  fince,  their  returne  to  the  honorable  Sir  William 
Morrice  is  difpatched  by  the  (hips  gone  for  England  in 
the  lafl  month,  yet  at  the  firfl:  opportunity  for  the  ailif- 
tants  meeting  this  letter  (hall  be  communicated  according 
to  the  dire£lion  thereof,  not  dfc  at  prefent. 

I  am  your  loving  friend. 
Bofton,  13th  pmo.  1666.  Ri.  Bellingham,  Gor. 

with  the  confent  of  thofe  prefent* 

Prefent,  Fr.  Willoughby,  Efq;  Dep.  Gov, 
Capt.  Daniel  Gookin, 
Mr.  Ri.  RufTell, 
Maj.  Gen.Leverett, 
Mr.  Thomas  Danforth. 

Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  John  Leverctt  to 
Sir  Robert  Carr,  Knt. 

Sir, 

THERE  being  a  complaint  exhibited  againfl:  you  and 
your  icrvanr  James  Deane,  of  your  royatous  and 
abufive  carriag  to  one  of  his  Majefty's  officers,  Richard 
Benoec,  one  of  tht  coiillabies  of  this  towne,  on  Saturday 
laR  »n  the  evrning,  being  the  19th  inftant,  at  the  houfe 
of  John  Vyal,  viiif  ner.  Thefe  are  to  fignifye  to  you  that 
a  hearing  theitofis  apoynred  upon  Wednefday  the  2gd, 
betweene  nine  and  ten  of  the  clocke  in  the  morning,  at 
my  houfe  ;  from  fome  confideraiions  1  have  chofen  this 
way  to  give  you  notice  thereof,  that  you,  with  your  man, 
may  be  prefent  to  give  anfwer  to  what  may  alledged  againfl: 
you,  and  the  honour  and  authority  of  his  Majeftie,  in  his 
officers,  may  he  preferved,  with  the  greateft  refpeft  to 
yourfelfe  the  cafe  will  admit  of,  wherefore  your  prefence, 
with  your  man,  at  the  time  and  place  is  defired.  In  the 
interim,  your  fpecdy  anfwer  by  the  bearer,  Capt.  Willliana 
Davis,  to         Sir,      Your  fervant, 

Bofton,  22  January  1666.  John  Leverett, 


Copy   of  a  Letter  from   Colonel  Nicolls  to  the 
Governor  and  Councell  of  the  Maflachufetts. 

Honoured  Gentlemen, 

By  the  hands  of  Mr.  Samuel  Maverlcke,  one  of  his 
Majeflies  commiffioners  for  New-England,  you  will 
receive  herewith  the  perfeft  copy  of  his  Majeflies  com- 
mands, which  came  lately  to  my  hands,  wherein  you  will 
readc  with  how  much  prudence  and  tender  care  his  Ma- 
jeftie  reflects  upon  the  fafety  and  wellfare  of  his  remote 
'^olonyes,     Wh^n  you  have  peru fed  the  fame,   I  will  not 

doubt 
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doubt  of  your  readineffc  to  comply,  not  onely  to  that  good 
end,  but  with  the  meanes,  wayes  and  perfons,  which  his 
Majeftic  is  pleafcd  to  dire61:  in  that  bufmelTe  ;  as  you  may 
more  at  large  finde  in  his  Majellies  warrant  to  his  com- 
miflioners.  Upon  conference  with  Mr.  Samuell  Maverick 
and  the  countenance  of  your  authority,  the  full  contents  of 
Jiis  Majefties  commands  may  be  cafily  put  in  pracftife.  In 
iending  this  copy  of  hi^  Majfflies  commands  to  his  com- 
miffioners  unto  yourfelves,  I  have  obeyed  my  orders  and 
clire<flions  from  ray  Lord  A.  lington,  principal)  fecretary 
of  llate,  and  rcmiiiie  Your  very  humble  fervanr, 

Fort  James  in  New-  York,  Richard  Nicolls. 

May  the  9th,  1667. 


.Copy  of  a  Narrative  of  the  CommilTioners  fron; 
England,  about  New-England. 

THE  colony  of  Cone<flicote  returned  their  humble 
thankes  to  his  Majefty  for  his  gracious  letters  and 
for  fending  commiffioners  to  them,  and  made  great  pro^ 
mifes  of  their  loyalty  and  obedience.  And  they  did  fub- 
init  to  have  appeales  made  to  his  Majefiies  commiiTioners, 
who  did  hear  and  determine  fomc  differences  among  them. 
All  formes  of  juftice  palTe  only  in  his  Majeftyes  name, 
they  admit  ail  that  defire  it  to  be  of  their  corporation ; 
they  will  not  hinder  any  from  enjoying  the  facraraents 
and  ufing  the  common  prayer  book,  provided  that  they 
hinder  not  the  maintenance  of  the  publick  mioifter;  they 
will  amend  any  thing  that  hath  been  done  derogatory  to 
his  Majeftyes  honour,  if  there  be  any  fuch  thing,  (o  foone 
as  they  dial]  come  to  the  knowledge  of  it.  The  bounds 
betwixt  the  Dukes  province  and  Cone<^icote  were  midaken 
by  wrong  information,  for  it  was  not  intended  that  they 
ftiould  come  nearer  to  Hudfon's  river  then  twenty  miles, 
yet  the  line  was  fet  downe  by  the  commiiTioners  to  goe 
from  fuch  a  poynt  N,  N.  W.  whereas  it  ought  to  goQ 

juft 
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juft  N.  otherwife  the  line  will  goe  into  Hudfons  river* 
They  have  nothing  to  fay  againft  Duke  Hamiltons  pat- 
tent,  but  their  writings  were  burnt,  and  that  they  bought 
the  land  of  the  Lord  Say  and  Brook  and  others,  and  that 
his  Majefty  haih  confirmed  it  to  them,  and  that  ihey  nevet 
knew  that  the  late  Majquis  Hamilton  had  a  graunt  of  it, 
for  he  never  fenc  any  to  rake  pofTeffion  of  it  or  to  inhabit 
upon  it.  Their  eaftern  bounds  are  determined  to  be  a  linci 
drawn  weftward  from  the  midft  of  the  road  Pawiucket 
river,  ntere  to  Shaws  houfe.  Theif  northern  bounds  is 
the  fouth  line  of  the  MafTachufets,  which,  as  the  collony 
complaines,  is  ftretched  much  too  foutherly.  This  colony 
hath  many  good  rivers  and  harbours,  many  fcattering  towns 
not  worthy  of  their  names,  and  a  fcoller  to  their  minider 
in  every  town  or  village,  but  noe  places  fortified  except 
Seabrook  fort,  which  is  much  gone  to  decay,  and  here, 
for  the  mod  parr,  they  are  rigid  prtfbytcrians. 

The  colony  of  Road  liland  and  Providence  plantations 
returned  their  humble  thankes  to  his  Majefty  lor  fending 
commiflioners  and  made  great  demonftration  of  their  loy- 
alty and  obedience.  •  They  approved,  as  moft  reafonable, 
that  appeals  fhould  be  made  to  his  Majeftyes  commiflioners, 
who  having  heard  and  determined  fome  caufes  among 
them,  referred  other  fome,  in  civility,  to  their  generall 
court,  and  fome  to  the  governor  and  others ;  fome  of  which 
caufes  they  again  remitted  to  the  commiflioners  to  be  de- 
termined. All  proceedings  are  in  his  Majeflyes  name,  they 
admit  all  to  be  freemen  that  defire  it ;  they  allow  liberty 
of  confcience  and  worihip  to  all  who  live  civilly,  and  if 
any  can  inform  them  of  any  thing  in  their  lawes  or  pra£li- 
fes  derogatory  to  his  Majeftyes  honour,  they  will  amend  it. 
The  Marquis  of  Hamiltons  pattcnt  takes  in  all  Road  Ifland 
colony  and  about  half  of  Cone<^icote.  The  Narhiganfec 
Sachimsdid  in  the  year  1664,  by  writing,  furrender  them- 
felves,  their  people  and  country,  into  the  late  Kings  pro- 
tefiion  ;  two  of  which  Sachims,  now  living,  did  a61ually,  la 
their  own  perfons,  furrender  rhemfelves,  people  and  coun- 
try, into  his  royall  Majeltyes  protection  before  his  com- 
miflioners. 
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Biiffioners,  and  del'iYerd  to  them  them  that  very  deed  made 
ID  1664,  which  had  been  carefully  kept  by  Mr.  Gorton,&c. 
whereupon  the  commiflioners,  according  to  their  inflruc- 
tions,  entred  upon  the  country  in  his  Majeftyes  name 
«d  have  named  it  the  Kings  province,  have  taken  the  na- 
tives into  his  Majeftyes  prote£lion,  and  have  appoynted 
juftices  of  the  peace  to  govern  it  until!  his  Majeftyes  plea- 
fure  be  farther  known.  For  this  Narhyganfet  country  is 
allmoft  ail  the  land  belonging  to  the  country,  the  which 
cannot  fubfifl:  without  it,  and  therefore  the  commiflioners 
ordered  that  the  magi  ft  rates  for  the  colony  Ihould  be  jufti- 
ces of  the  peace  for  the  Kings  province,  that  noe  difference 
may  arifc  betwixt  the  officers.  The  Sachims  did  thank- 
fully receive  the  two  coares  prefented  to  them  in  his  Ma-* 
jeftyes  name.  In  acknowledgment  of  their  fubje£tion  they 
are  to  pay  yearly,  upon  the  2  6t:h  of  May,  two  wolf  Ikins 
to  his  Majefly,  and  did  now  fend  two  caps  of  peague  and 
two  clubs  inlayed  with  peague  for  a  prefent  to  the  King, 
and  a  feather  mantle  and  a  porcupine  bag  for  a  prefent  to 
the  Queen,  which  ware  ail  taktn  by  the  Dutch.  One  of 
ihefe  princes,  named  Paflicus,  defired  the  commifiioner  to 
pray  King  Charles  that  noe  ftrong  liquor  might  be  brought 
into  that  country,  for  he  had  32  men  that  died  by  drink- 
ing of  it.  Thefe  Indian  princes  gave  a  long  petition  to 
the  "commiflioners,  coin  plaining  of  m^ny  afts  of  violence 
and  injuftice  which  the  Ivlflachufets  had  done  to  them  : 
Among  others,  they  firft  caufcd  them  ro  be  fined,  then 
tooke  their  whole  counrry  in  mortgage  (according  to  the 
remon  ft  ranee  fen  t  tohi^  Majefty)  and  would  have  juggled 
them  out  of  it ;  but  there  could  be  noe  redrefle,  the  Mafla- 
chufers  refufing  to  let  the  commiflioners  have  the  hearing 
of  appeals.  Their  weftern  bounds  are  determined  with 
G)ne<^icote,  their  northern  bounds  muft  be  the  Maffachu- 
fets  fouthern  line,  wherever  it  talis  (which  they  complain 
to  be  too  foutherly)  their  eaftcrn  bounds  betwixt  them 
and  New  Plymouth  could  not  be  determined  by  confenc 
of  both  parties  (Road  Ifland  claiiiiing  a  ftired  of  land  3 
miia  broad  all  the  length  of  the  maioe  land  lying  next  to 

the 
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the  Narhyganfet  ifland,  which  they  of  New  Plymouth 
could  not  pare  with  without  great  prejudice)  whereupoa 
commiflTioners  appoynted  the  water  (the  naturall  bounds 
of  each  colony)  to  be  their  prefent  bounds,  untill  his  Ma- 
jeftyes  pleafure  be  farther  known.  Mr.Wiliiam  Brenton. 
deputy  governor  of  Road  Ifland,  having  bought  a  farm  upoa 
that  (bred  of  land  which  he  hoped  would  belong  to  that 
colony,  humbly  defires  his  Majefty  that  he  may  continue 
to  pofTeiTe  that  far  me  though  it  falls  within  the  line  of 
New  Plymouth,  and  Do6ior  Alcock,  a  phyfician,  having 
bought  Block  Illand  for  400/.  of  fome  of  Bofton,  who  took 
upon  them  power  (never  graunted  them)  to  fell  it,  and 
having  been  at  great  charges  in  planting  of  it,  defires  his 
Majeffy  that  he  may  not  be  difpoflefled  of  it,  he  humbly 
fubmitting  to  the  government  of  Road  liland  ;  both  ihefe 
petitions  to  his  Majefty  are  loft.  This  colony,  which  ad- 
mits of  all  religions,  even  Quakers  and  Gennerallills,  was 
begun  by  fuch  as  the  MalTy.chufeis  would  not  fuffer  to  live 
among  them  and  is  generall)  hated  by  the  other  colonyes, 
who  endeavoured  feverall  wayes  to  fuppreffe  them ;  they 
maintained  feveral  other  Indians  againft  the  Narhyganfet 
Indians.  The  commiffioners  of  the  united  colonyes  dif- 
pofed  of  a  great  part  of  this  country,  pretending  they  had 
conquered  it  from  the  Pequod  Indians,  but  evidence  being 
made  that  the  Narhyganfets  had  conquered  it  before  the 
Englifh  began  their  war,  and  that  the  right  was  in  him 
who  had  fold  it  to  the  Road  Illanders,  and  his  Majeftyes 
commiilioners  not  thinking  it  juftifiable  for  any  colony  to 
difpofeof  land  without  their  own  lymits,  determined  it  for 
the  Road  Illanders.  The  Maflachufeis  did  maintaia 
Pumham  (a  petty  Sachim  in  this  province)  twenty  years 
againft  this  colony  and  his  chief  Sachim,  and  did,  by 
arR.ed  foidiers,  befiedge  and  take  prifoners  Mr.  Gorton, 
Howden,  Weeks,  Green  and  others  in  this  province, 
and  Cr-:ryed  them  to  Bofton,  put  them  in  chains,  and 
toik  eighty  head  of  cattle  from  them,  for  all  which 
they  could  never  yet  get  fatisfeflion.  This  colony  could 
ccver  be  acknowledged  for  a  colony  till  his  Majefty's 

charter 
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charter  was  publifhcd,  though  ia  the  year  1643  they  fent 
over  fome  into  England  to  procure  the  King's  charter  then, 
but  6nding  that  unnaturall  war  begun,  and  the  King  gone 
from  London,  they  took  a  charter  from  the  lords  and 
commons,  which  was  more  then  Newhavendid  pretend  to, 
and  more  then  Cone6licoc  could  (hew,  yet  thefe  two  were 
admitted  colonys  in  their  great  combination,  and  Road 
Illand  flighted.  The  Narhyganfet  bay  is  the  largeft  and 
fafeft  port  in  New-England  nearell  the  Tea  and  fitted  for 
trade ;  this  colony  hath  two  fcattered  towns  upon  Road 
Ifldnd,  two  upon  the  maine  land,  and  four  fmall  villages  ; 
here  only  yet  is  lime  flone  found,  and  here  only  the  gover- 
Bour  and  ma^iftrates  ferve  the  publick  at  their  own  charge. 
In  this  colony  is  the  greatefl:  number  of  Indians,  yet  they 
bad  never  any  thing  allowed  towards  the  civiilizing  and 
converting  the  Icuians,  and  in  this  colony  they  have  the 
greateft  playnes,  but  noe  place  of  (Irength  fortified,  altho' 
many  places  capable  of  fortification.  In  this  province  is 
the  bed  Engliih  grafie  and  mod  fbeep,  the  ground  very 
fruitfull,  ewes  bringing  ordinarily  two  lambs,  corn  yields 
eighty  for  one,  and  in  fome  places  they  have  had  corn 
twenty  fix  years  together  without  manuring.  In  this  pro- 
yince  only  they  have  not  any  places  fert  apart  for  the  wor- 
fiiip  of  God,  there  being  foe  many  fubdivided  fe(fls  they 
cannot  agree  to  meet  tos^ether  in  one  place,  but  according 
to  their  feveraljudgmerr.s  they  fometimes  alToJate  in  one 
houfe  fometimes  in  another. 

The  colony  of  New-Plymouth  diJ  fubmit  to  have  ap- 
peals made  to  the  commiilioners,  who  here  bad  but  one 
plaint  to  them,  which  wa-,  that  the  governour  would  not 
ictaman  enjoy  a  farm  of  four  miles  fquare  which  he  had 
lx)ught  of  an  Indian,  the  complaint  foone  fubmitted  to  the 
governor  when  he  underdood  the  unrcafcnablenes  by  it. 
They  are  here  condrained  to  perfwade  men,  fometimes  to 
compel  I  them,  to  be  free  men,  foe  far  are  they  from  hinder- 
ing any.  This  colony  is  feared  on  a  neck  of  land  the 
baraned  part  of  the  country.  They  were  the  fird  plan- 
ters in  New-England,  though  the  Maitachufeitsgoc  ihe 
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flrfl:  charter,  and  fincc  hath  much  flreightncd  this  colony, 
by  flretching  their  line  fomuch  foutherly.  They  (hewed 
their  charter  and  gave  a  copy  of  it  to  their  commiflioners, 
and  told  them  they  were  fo  poore  they  could  not  renew  it ; 
whereupon  the  commilTioners  took  occafion  to  offer  to  get 
their  charter  renewed  and  delivered  to  them  at  the  com- 
milTioners  own  charge,  if,  for  a  further  demonftration  of 
their  loyalty,  they  would  let  his  Majefly  choofe  one  of 
three  (whofe  names  themfclves  fhould  fend  to  the  King) 
to  be  their  governor,  and  this  to  be  done  every  3  yeare, 
or  every  5  years,  which  they  thought  befl.  The  com- 
mlfTioDers  thought  if  this  had  luccecded  in  this  the  firfl 
colony  they  had  vifitted  it  might  have  been  a  good  exam- 
ple for  the  reft;  but  after  the  generall  alTembiy  had  con- 
iidered  of  it,  with  many  thankes  to  the  commiffioners  and 
great  proteftations  of  their  loyalty  to  the  King,  they  chofe 
to  be  as  they  were.  They  have  about  twelve  fmali  towns, 
one  faw  mill  for  boards,  one  blooraary  for  iron,  neither 
good  river  nor  good  harbour,  nor  any  place  of  flrength ; 
they  are  foe  poore,  they  are  not  able  to  maintain  fcollers 
to  their  miniflers,  but  are  necellitatcd  to  make  ufe  of  a 
guifted  brother  in  fome  places. 

The  collcny  of  the  MaiTachufetts  was  the  lafl  and 
hardlieft  perfvvarled  to  ufe  his  Majeflyes  name  in  the  forms 
of  juftice.  In  this  ccllony,  at  the  firfl  coming  over  of  the 
commiflioners,  were  many  untruths  raifed  and  fent  into  the 
collonyes,  as  that  the  King  had  fent  toraife  5000  /.  yearly 
for  his  Majcftyes  ufe,  whereupon  Major  Hawthorne  made 
a  fedifious  fpeech  at  the  head  of  his  company,  and  the  late 
Governor  another  at  their  meeting  houfe  in  Boflon,  but 
neither  of  them  were  foe  much  as  queflioned  for  it  by  any 
of  their  magiHrares.  The  commiilioners  vilitted  all  other 
collonyes  before  this,  hoping  both  that  the  fubmifnon  and 
condefcention  of  the  other  collonyes  to  his  Majeflyes  de- 
fires  would  have  abated  the  rcfraflorinefle  of  this  collony, 
which  they  much  feared,  and  that  the  ailiftance  of  Colonel 
Nicholls  (whome  they  expelled)  would  have  prevailed 
much ;  Bui  neither  examples  nor  reafons  could  prevaile 
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\rith  them  to  let  the  commifTioners  hear  and  determine  foe 
much  as  thofe  particular  cafes  (Mr.  Deanes  and  the  Indian 
Sachims)  which  the  King  had  commanded  them  to  take 
care  of  and  doe  juftice  in  ;  And  though  the  commilTioners, 
who  never  defired  ihey  fliould  appear  as  dehcquencs  but 
as  defendcnts,  either  by  ihemfelves  or  by  their  attorneys, 
ailuied  them  that  if  rhey  had  been  urijailly  complained  of 
to  his  Mjjcdy,  their  falfe  accu(crs  (houid  be  feverely  pu- 
nilhed,  and  their  jufl  dealing  made  known  to  h's  Majefty 
and  all  the  world,  yet  they  proclaimed  by  found  of  trum- 
pet that  the  general!  court  was  the  fupreameft  judicatory 
in  all  that  province,  that  the  commilTioners  pretending  to 
hear  appeals  was  a  breach  of  their  priviledges  graunted 
them  by  the  Kings  royall  father  and  confirmed  to  them 
by  his  M.ijeilyes  own  letter,  and  that  they  fliould  not  per- 
mitt  it ;  by  which  they  have  for  the  prefent  filenced  above 
30  petitions  which  deOred  juflice  againfl  them,  and  were 
all  loft  at  fea.  To  elude  his  Majeftyes  defire  of  their  ad- 
mitting men  civiil  and  of  competent  eftates  to  be  freemen, 
they  have  made  an  a6^,  whereby  he  that  is  24  years  old,  a 
houfekeeper,  and  brings  a  certificate  of  his  civiil  life,  ano- 
ther of  his  being  orthodox  in  matters  of  faith,  and  a  third 
of  his  paying  ten  Ihiliings,  befide  head  money,  at  a  fmgic 
rate,  may  then  have  liberty  to  make  his  dcfires  known  to 
the  court,  and  then  it  Ihall  be  put  to  vote.  The  com- 
miffioners  examined  many  townfliips,  and  found  that  fcarce 
three  in  a  hundred  pay  ten  (liillings  at  a  fmgle  rate;  yet,  if 
this  rate  were  generall  it  would  be  jufl ;  but  he  that  is  a 
church  member,  though  he  be  a  fervant  and  pay  not  two 
pence,  may  be  a  freeman  :  They  will  notadmitt  any  who 
is  not  a  member  of  their  church  to  communion,  nor  their 
children  to  baptifme,  yet  they  will  marry  their  children  to 
thofe  whome  they  will  not  admitt  to  baptifme,  if  they  be 
rich:  They  did  imprifon  and  barbaroufly  ufe  Mr.  Jour- 
dan  for  baptizing  children,  as  himfelf  complained  in  his 
petition  to  the  commiffioners.  Thofe  whom  they  will  not 
admitt  to  the  communion  they  compell  to  come  to  their 
fermous,  by  forcing  from  them  five  (hillings  for  every 
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neglciflj  yet  thefc  raen  thought  their  paying  one  (hilling 
for  nor  coming  to  prayers  in  England  was  an  unfupport- 
abie  tyranny  :  They  have  put  many  Quakers  to  death,  of 
other  provinces,  for  which  alfo  they  are  petitioned 
againil ;  firit  they  bani(hed  them,  as  Quakers,  upon  paya 
of  death,  and  then  executed  them  lor  returning  :  They 
have  beate  fome  to  jelly,  and  have  been  otherwaycs 
exceeding  cruell  to  others,  and  they  fay  the  king  allows 
it  in  his  letters  to  them  ;  indeed  they  have  mifconftrued 
all  the  king's  letters  to  their  own  fence.  They  yet  pray 
conftantly  for  their  perfecuted  brethren  in  England.They 
have  many  things  in  their  laws  derogatory  to  hisMajefty's 
honnor,  of  which  the  commifTioners  made  a  breviate  and 
dcfired  that  they  might  be  altered,  but  they  have  yec 
done  nothing  in  it ;  among  others,  whoever  keeps  Chrift- 
mas  day  is  to  pay  five  pounds.  They  caufed  at  length  a 
mapp  of  their  territoryes  to  be  made,  but  it  was  made  in 
a  chamber  by  dire^ion  and  guclTe  :  in  it  they  claim  fore 
Albany,  and  beyond  it  all  the  land  to  the  fouih  fca.  By 
their  fouth  fea  lin^  they  intrench  upon  the  colonys  ofNew 
Plymouth,  Road  llland  and  Coneflicote ;  and  in  the  eafl 
they  have  ufurped  Capr.  Mafons  and  Sir  Ferdinando 
Gorges  patterns;  and  faid  that  the  commiflioners  had  no- 
thing to  doe  betwixt  them  and  Mr.  Gorges,  becaufc  his 
Majefty  neither  commanded  them  to  deliver  pofTefTion  to 
Mr.  Gorges,  or  to  give  his  Majedy  reafon  why  they  did 
not.  The  commiflioners  being  at  Perfcataqua  when  they 
received  his  Majeflyes  letter  which  commanded  them  to 
fee  the  harbours  fortified,  &c.  fent  their  warrants  to  four 
towns  upon  that  river,  requiring  them  10  meet  at  fuch  a 
time  and  place  to  hear  his  Majeflyes  letter  read,  one  of 
thefe  warrants  was  fent  pod  to  Bodon,  from  whence  two 
marftialls  are  fent  from  the  governor  and  counfeil  v.ich  an- 
other warrant  to  forbid  the  towns  either  to  meet  or  doe 
any  thing  commanded  them  by  the  commiiTioners,  at  their 
iiimod  perills;  and  withal!  fent  an  unbefeeming  letter  to 
the  commidioners,  both  which  letter  and  warrant  were  lod: 
at  fea.  Col.  Whaley  and  Gough  were  entertained  by  the 
magidratcs  with  great  folemnity  and  fesft^d  in  every  place, 
E  e  2  aft^r 
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after  they  were  told  they  were  traytors  and  ought  to  be 
apprehended  ;  they  made  their  abode  at  Cambridge  untill 
ihey  were  iuniillicd  with  horfesand  a  guide  aod  fcnt  away 
to  New  haven  ;    for  their   nK)re   fecuriry,  Capt.  Daniel  I 
Gookin  is  reported  to  have  brought  over  and  to  manage 
their  eflates;  and  the  commiffioners  being  informed  that 
he  had  many  cattle  at  his  farm  in  theKings  province  which 
were  fuppofed  to  be  Whalyes  or  Goiighs,  caufcd  ihem  to 
be  feazed  for  his  Majeftyes  ufe,   till  further  order,  but 
Capt. Gcokin,  (landing  upon  the  priviledge  of  their  charter 
and  refufing  to  anfwer  before  the  commifTioners,  as  foe, 
there  was  noe  more  done  in  it ;  Capt.  Peircc  who  tranfpor- 
ted  Whaly  and  Gough  inco  New  England  may  probably 
fay  fomething  to  their  cildte.     They  of  this  colony  fay 
that  King  Charles  rhe  firfl  gave  them  power  to  make  laws 
and   to  execute   them,  and  giaunted  them  a  charter  as  a 
warrant  againft  himfelf  and  his  fucceflbrs,  and  that  fo  long 
as  they  pay  the  fifth  parr  of  all  gold  and  filver  oarc  which 
they  Ihall  getc  they  (hall  be  ircc  to  ufe  the  privileges 
graunred  them,  and  that  they  are  not  obliged  to  the  King 
but  by  civiliity ;  they  hope  by  writing  to  tire  the  King, 
Lord  Chancellor  and  Secretaryes  too ;  feaven  years  they 
can  eafily  fpin  out  by  writing,  and  before  that  time  a  change 
may  come,  nay,  feme  have  dared  to  fay,  who  knows  what 
the  event  of  this  Dutch  war  will  be  ^  This  colony  furniili- 
ed  Cromwell  with  many  inflruments  out  of  their  corpo- 
ration and   their  collidg,  and  thofe  that  have  retreated 
thether  fmce  his  Majcfty's   happy  return  are  much  ref- 
pe€led,  and  many  advanced  to  be  magiflrares.     They  did 
iblicit  Cromwell,  by  one  Mr.Winflow,  to  be  declared  a  free 
ilate,  and  many  times  in  their  lawes  {tiling  themfelves  this 
frate,  this  common  wealth,  and  now  beleve  themfelves  to 
be  foe.     They  demand  what  taxes  they  pleafe,  but  their 
accounts  could  never  yet  be  feen.    Some  few  foldiers  they 
keep  at  their  caflle  ;  their  governor  hath    loo/.  yearly, 
every  magiftrate  50/.     They  convert  Indians  by  hiring 
them  to  come  and  hear  fermons,  by  teaching  them  not  to 
obey  their  heathen  Sachims,  and  by  appoyniing  rulers 
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ajnongfl  them  over  tens,   twentyes,  fifryes.     The  lives 
manners  and  actions  of  thofe  whom  they  fay  are  converted, 
cannot  be  dillinguilhed  from  thofe  who  are  not,  except  ic 
be  by  being  hired  to  hear  fermons,  V'hich  the  more  gene- 
rous natives  fcorn.    This  colony,  which  hath  iogrofled  the 
whole  trade  of  New-Eugbnd  and  is  therefore  the  richelf, 
hath  many  townes,  but  not  one  regularly  built  within  its 
jud  limitts,  which  the  commitTioners  fuppofe  to  be  Seconetc 
brook  on  the  S.  W.  and  Merimack  river  on  the  N.  E, 
and  tvi'o  right  lines  drawn  from  e^ch  or  thofe  two  places, 
till  they  come  within  20  miles  of  Hudfon  river,  for   that 
river  is  already  planted  and  given  to  his  royall  highnefs. 
Bollon  is  the  chief  town  in  it,    and  feared  upon  a  penin- 
fula  in  the  bottom  of  a  bay,  which  is  a  good  ha;  bvjur  and 
full  of  fiih.     It  was   fortified   this  year   1665   wirh  two 
block  houfes,  they  had,  before,  a  caftlc  upon  an  ifland  in 
the  roade  where  (hips  muft  paile,  about  5  or  6  miies  from 
the  town.     Their    hoafcs  are  generally  wooden,  their 
llreets  crooked,  with  little  decency  and  noe  uniformity 
and,  there,  neither  months,  dayes,  feafons  of  the  year, 
churches  nor  inns  are  known   by   their  Englifh  names. 
At  Cambridg  they  have  a  wooden  co'Iidg  and,  in  the  yard, 
a  brick  pile  of  two  bayesfor  the  Indians,  where  the  com- 
milTioners  faw  but  one ;  they  faid  they  had  3  or  more  ac 
Icooll.     it  may  be  feared  this  collidg  may  afford  us  many 
fcifmaticks  to  the  church,  and  the  corporation  as  many 
rebells  to   the  king,  as  formerly   they  have  done,  if  not 
timely  prevented.     In  this  colony  too  the  king  hath  many 
Ipyall  fubjetfls,  who  petitioned  this  general  court  at  his 
Majefty's  firfl  coming  in,  for  the  owning  of  his  Msjefty, 
and  now  ladly  for  complying  with  his  Majefty's  commif- 
fioners,  but  have  had  neither  anfwer  nor  good  look  fmce  ; 
they  are  forry  that  foe  few  (for  there  are  fcarce  above  8 
of  the  mod  faflious)  flaould  carry  on  foe  ftrong  a  fa6lion, 
yet  they  are  fo  over-awed  that  they  can  doe  nothing  to 
remedy  it.     They  only  fay  it  is  now  with  them  as  it  was 
vikh  the  king's  party  in  CromweH's  time  ;  one  of  thofe 
W4S  derided  for  being  foe  civill  to  accompany  one  of  the 
E  e  3  cQmmiffioaersi 
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CDrnmliTioners  from  the  town  where  he  lived  to  Boflon, 
and  orhers  in  Bofton  derided  thofeof  Road  Ifland  for  hav- 
ing yielded  foe  much  to  the  commilTioners.  In  BoQon 
lyes  10  iron  guns  brought  from  the  French  fort  taken  in 
Crom^veU's  time,  which  would  doe  well  at  Pefcataqua  to 
defend  rhe  mouth  of  that  river,  where  the  malts  are  laden, 
if  they  be  the  king's.  On  the  loth  of  September  1664 
they  publifhed  by  order  of  court  a  paper  to  deter  and  af- 
frighten  all  from  making  any  complaints  to  the  commif- 
fioners.  The  commodities  of  the  country  are  fi(b,  which 
is  fent  into  France,  Spain  and  the  Streights,  pipe  (laves, 
mads,  firr  boards,  fome  pitch  and  tarr,  pork,  beef,  horfes, 
and  corn,  wh'ch  they  fend  to  Virginia,  Barbados,  &c.  and 
take  tobicko  and  fugar  for  payment,  which  they  after  fend 
for  England.  There  is  good  (lore  of  iron  made  in  this 
province  ;  their  way  of  government  is  common  wealth 
jike  ;  their  w^y  of  worfliip  is  rude  and  called  congregational, 
they  are  zealous  in  it,  for  they  perfecute  all  other  formes, 
New-Hamp(hire  is  the  name  of  a  province  granted  to 
Capt.  Robert  Mafon  about  the  year  1635,  and  was  to  be- 
gin on  the  fea  coift  3  miles  E.  of  Merimack  river,  and 
reaches  to  Pefcataqua,  and  60  miles  of  that  breadth 
up  into  the  country  ;  bu''  now  it  is  ufurped  by  the  Maf* 
fachufetts  who  pretend  that  it  is  within  their  bounds,  and 
that  the  people  petitioned  to  be  within  their  protection ; 
it  is  true  that  difference  of  oppinion  made  a  divifion  among 
them,  and  a  few  who  were  for  congregational  1  churches 
did  petition  for  their  alTiftance,  by  which  occafion,  partly- 
by  force  and  partly  by  compofition,  they  have  engrofled 
the  whole  and  named  it  Norfolk.  When  the  MafFachu- 
fetts  charter  was  fird  graunted,  the  mouths  only  of  th$ 
two  rivers,  Charles  and  Merimack,  were  known  to  ihem^. 
for  they  darfc  not  travill  far  up  into  the  country,  prefently 
after  there  wa^  a  houfe  erected  three  large  miles  froni 
Merimack,  which  was  for  17  years  called  and  knownio  b^; 
the  bounds  of  the  Maffachufetts,  ai)d  in  that  time  was  this 
pattent  graunred  to  Capt.  Mafon.  Mr.  Wheelwright  wa$ 
^gaift^ed  ou(  oi  the  jurifdi^rHoa  of  M^ffachpfeits  and  was 
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permittcfl  to  inhabit  immediately  beyond  the  bound  houfe, 
as  himfeif  gave  teftimony  before  the  commiiTioncrs.  Mr, 
Mafon  had  a  pattent  For  fome  land  aboat  Cape  Ann  before 
tbe  MaiTachufetts  had  their  firft  paitenc,  whereupon  Capt. 
Mafon,  and  Mr.  Cradock,  who  was  the  firft  governor  of 
the  MaiTachufetts  and  lived  in  London,  agreed  that  tlic 
MaiTachufetts  (hould  have  that  land  which  was  graunted 
to  Capt.  Mafon  about  Cape  Ann,  and  Capt.  Mafon  (hould 
have  that  land  which  was  beyond  Mcrimack  river,  and 
graunted  to  the  Maffachufetts.  This  agreement  was  fent 
to  Mr.  Henry  Joflin  to  get  recorded  at  Bofton,  but  before 
he  could  have  leafure  to  goe  thither  he  heard  that  Capt. 
Mafon  was  dead,  and  therefore  went  not,  of  this  he  made 
affidavit  before  the  commifTioners,  who  forbore  to  doe  any 
thing  about  the  limitts  of  this  province  till  this  might 
more  fully  be  proved,  though  the  generalliry  of  the  peo- 
ple petitioned  to  be  taken  from  under  the  tyranny  of  the 
MaiTachufetts,  as  themfelves  ftiled  ir.  The  Mailachufetts, 
fince  they  have  had  the  government  of  this  land,  have 
graunted  and  divided  the  province  into  feveral  townfliips, 
which  are  very  long  and  thin,  three  of  which  are  feared 
upon  Pefcaraqua  river,  which  is  a  very  good  harbour  and 
very  capable  of  fortification ;  here  are  excellent  mafts  got- 
ten, and  here  dry  docks  might  be  made^and  upon  the  river 
are  above  twenty  faw  mills,  and  here  are  great  (lore  of 
pipe  ftaves  made,  and  great  ftore  of  good  timber  fpoyled. 
The  province  of  Mayne  begins  at  the  E.  fide  of  Pefca- 
taqua,  and  reacheth  to  Kennebeck  river  j  it  was  named  and 
graunted  to  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  by  king  Charles  the 
firft,  but  was  ufurped  alfo  by  the  MaiTachufetts  under  pre- 
tence that  it  was  within  the  limitts  of  their  charter,  and 
that  the  people  petitioned  to  be  under  their  government, 
and  they  named  it  Yorkftiire  One  gentleman,  who  rc- 
fufcd  to  fubmitt  to  the  MaiTachufetts  and  fufTered  great 
loiTe  by  them,  (hewed  the  commifTioners  a  warrant  the 
MaiTachufetts  made  to  have  him  brought  to  Bofton  alive 
or  dead,  and  now  demands  juftice  againft  them.  This 
province  upon  petition  of  the  inhabitants  and  the  diffe- 
E  e  4  rencc 
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rcncc  betwixt  Mr.  Gorges  commifTioners  and  the  Mafia- 
chufetts,  his  Majefty's  commiflioners  took  into  his  Majcf- 
ty's  prote<flion  and  government,  and  appoynted  juftices  of 
the  peace  to  govern  them  uniill  his  Majcfly's  pleafure  be 
farther  known.     The  inhabitants  afterwards  petitioned 
his  Majefly  that  they  might  allways  continue  under  his 
Majefty's  immediare  government,  and  that  Sir  Rob.  Carr 
might  continue  their  governor  under   his  Majcfty,  which 
petition  was  loft  at  fea :  In  this  province  allfo  lives  an  In- 
dian Sachim,  who  lives  neer  to  the  great  lake,  from  whence 
flowes  Merimack  river ;  petitioned  his  Majefty  to  take  him 
into  his  protection,  which  was  aiifo  loft.      In  this  province 
there  are  but  fewtownes  and  thofe  much  fcattered,  as  ge- 
nerally ihey  are  throughout  NewKngland  ;  they  are  ra- 
ther farmes  than  townes :   But  in  this  province  there  is  a 
bay  called  Cafco  bay,  in  \Ahich  are  very  many  ifiands,  two 
curler ts  to  the  Tea,  many  good  harbours  and  great  ftore  of 
iiQi  and  0}  Hers,  crab^  and  iobfters.     In  this  province,  as  ia 
all  the  reft  there  are  great  ftore  of  wild  ducks,  gccfe  and 
deer  in  their  leafon*;,  ftrawberyes,  raft^eryes,  goofberyes, 
barberyes,  and  feverall  forts  of  biilberyes,  feverall  forts  of 
oaks  and  pines,  chefnuc  trees,  wallnut  trees,  fometimes  for 
four  of  five  miles  together ;   the  northerly  the  country  the 
better  the  timber  is  accounted  :  On  the  N.  E.  of  Kenibeck 
river,  which  is  the  bounds  of  the  province  of  Mayn,  upon 
Shipfcot  river  and  upon  Pemaquid,  8  or  lo  miles  afunder, 
are  3  fmall  plantations  belonging  to  his   royall  highneiTe, 
the  biggcft  of  which  hath  not  above  30  houfes  in  it,  and 
thofe  very  mean  ones  too,   and    fpread  over    8  miles  at 
leaft.     Thofe  people,  for  the  moft  parr,  are  filliermen  and 
never  had  any  government  among  them,  moft  of  them  ar^ 
fuch  as  have  fled   hether  from  other  places    to  avoide 
juftice.     Some  here  are  of  opinion  that    as    many  men 
may  ftiare  in  a  woman  as  they  doe  in   a  boar,  and   fome 
have  done  foe.     The  commifTioners,  for   neceftity  fake, 
have  appoynted  the  beft  whom  they  could  find,  in  each 
place,  to  be  a  juftice  of  peace,  and  have  ordered  3  of  ihofq 
juftices  of  the  peace  in  the  province  of  Mayn,  who  live 
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Dexc  to  them,  tojoyn  with  them  in  holding  of  fcffions,  till 
further  order  be  taken.  In  thcfe  parts  are  the  belt  white 
oaks  for  (hip  limber.  All  the  lands  graunted  to  his  royall 
highnelTe  in  thefe  north  parts  of  New  England,  except 
thefe  3  plantations,  are  allfo  grauntcd  to  Sir  Thomas 
Temple,   in  the  pattent  of  Nova  Scotia."^ 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Governor  and  AfTif- 
tants  of  the  MafTachufets  Bay  to  Governor 
Willoughby  at  Barbados. 

Bollon  in  New  England,  Auguft  21.  1^67. 
Sir, 
^7  OURS  of  July  1667  wee  received  by  the  hand  of 

\  Capt.  Henry  Addy,  who  through  the  blefling  of 
God  arrived  here  fafe  the  i4ih  of  this  inftant.  Some  few 
dayes  before  whofe  arrlvall  a  letter  from  his  Excellency 
the  Lord  Willoughby,  your  honourable  father,  intimating 
the  feafonablenes  of  feme  prefent  fupply  to  be  made  from 
hence  for  the  reliefe  of  his  Majeft ies  fleet  with  you,  was 
received,  and  care  taken  Ipeedily  to  provide  and  fend  fuch 
provifions  as  wee  in  our  poor  capacity  are  able,  which  pro- 
yifions  are  now  putting  on  board  the  good  fliip  called  ihq 
Hope^well,  whereof  under  God  Capt.  John  Allen  is  com- 
miinder,  and  are  appointed  to  be  delivered  to  your  hono- 
rable father,  to  be  difpofed  for  the  ends  abovefaid,  as  his 
Excellency  in  his  vvifdome  fliall  fee  meet.  Wee  do  ac^ 
knowledge  ourfelves  greatly  obliged  to  his  Excellency 
for  his  great  favour  and  refpe<Sls  had  for  this  hisMajeftics 
colony,  the  expreffiops  whereof,  cloarhed  with  much  love 
and  candor,  wee  have  fundry  wayes  good  alTurance  that 
they  are  reall,  and  that  his  Lordihip  doth  cordially  feeke 
our  peace,  and  iliould  wee  be  wanting  to  a  due  acknow- 
ledgment thereof,  wee  hope  wee  Ihould  be  the  firft  that: 

fliould 
^  This  Narrative  w.?s  undoubtedly  the  work  of  the  Commiflioners, 

or  foaie  Perfon  employed  by  them.     The  prejudice  againft  the 

MalTachufeis  Colony,   where  they  met  with  the  grcat^ft  oppo- 

gtiipQ,  appears  ia  a  ilrong  ligh|. 
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(hould  blame  ourfelves  for  fo  great  a  negle(5^.  In  reffer- 
rence  to  your  motion  for  provifions  for  the  fupply  of  Capt. 
Addy,  wee  have  endeavoured  to  anfwer  your  propofall 
and  expeftation  therein,  although  by  reafon  of  Gods  ha- 
ving diminifhed  our  crops  for  fundry  years  pad,  by  blad- 
ing, &c.  efpecially  our  wheate,  in  conjunction  with  the 
prefent  feafon  of  the  yearc,  when  old  (tore  is  fpent,  and 
new  not  being  come  in  as  yet,  wee  cannot  in  all  rcfpe<^s 
accommodate  him  as  were  meete,  yet  according  to  our  ca- 
pacity wee  have  endeavoured  the  fame,  as  himfelfe,  wee 
doubt  not,  will  more  particularly  enforme.  And  wee  (hall 
be  ready  from  time  to  time  to  encourage  our  merchants 
and  traders  in  their  exportation  of  provifions  for  your  fur- 
ther recrute  to  the  uttcrmoft  of  our  power. 

As  to  a  fupply  of  men  from  hence,  your  motion  therein 
hath  been  alio  ferioufly  weighed  by  us,  and  in  fundry  re- 
fpe£ls  it  doth  not  appeare  feafeable  to  be  effc^ied,  fo  as  may 
be  to  the  anfwering  of  your  expe^ation,  nor  yet  with  the 
fafety  of  this  his  Majefties  colony  at  this  juncture. 

Sir,  With  a  due  acknowledgment  of  your  honours  great 
civility  manifefled  in  yours,  and  our  hearty  prayers  to  the 
God  of  heaven  for  his  blefHng  to  accompany  all  your 
lawfull  endeavours  for  the  fupprefHng  of  the  common  ene- 
my of  our  King  and  nation,  under  whofe  guidance  an4 
protedion  wee  leave  you,  and  (hall  remayne 

Sir. 
Your  honours  wherein  wee  may 
ferve  you, 

R.  B.  Gov. 
F.  W.  Dep.  Gov. 

In  the  name  and  by  the  order 
of  the  Councill. 

Voted  by  the  Council,  i  Augufi:  166^, 

E.R,  S. 


Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Nicolls  to  the 
Governor  ana  Aflilhnts  of-  the  MalTachufcts, 
refpe<^ing  the  Province  of  Maine. 

Worthy  Gentlemen, 

I  Was  for  ibme  rime  part  very  unwilling  to  believe  that 
you  v^onld  realTume  a  power  of  government  in  the 
province  of  Mayne  or  Yorkefhire,  the  abfolute  decifion 
whereof  is  lodged  with  his  Majefty;  and  furely  it  will 
appeare  an  open  breach  of  duty  that  any  of  hisMajeflyes 
infcriour  courres  fliould  ufurpe  a  power  over  townes  and 
perfons  after  it  hatb  pleafcd  his  Majefly  to  fignifie  his 
pleafure  to  yourfelves,in  thefe  following  words  :  "  And  for 
the  better  preventing  of  all  differences  and  difputes  upon 
the  bounds  and  lymitts  of  the  feaverall  collonyes,  his  Ma- 
jeftyes  pleafure  is,  that  all  determinations  made  by  his 
Majeftyes  fayd  commlfTioners  with  reference  to  the  fayd 
bounds  and  lymiits  may  flill  continue  and  be  obferved  till 
upon  a  full  reprefentation  of  all  pretences  his  Majeftye 
fhall  make  his  owne  finall  determination,"  &c.  Which  very 
words  you  will  finde  in  your  owne  letter  from  his  Ma- 
jefty,  concludir/g  thus :  "  And  his  Majefly  expef^s  that  full 
obedience  be  given  to  this  fignification  of  his  pleafure  in 
all  particulars.  Given  at  the  court  at  Whitehall,  the  loth 
day  of  Aprill  1666,  in  the  i8th  year  of  his  Majeftyes 
raigne,  by  his  Majeilyes  command,  Wm.  Morice."  But  I 
have  now  feene  the  order  of  your  jaft  general]  court,  ia 
anfwer  to  the  petition  of  feme  reftleffe  and  unquiet  fpirits, 
wherein  your  refolution  is  already  taken  to  fend  commiffio- 
ners  to  keepe  a  court  and  to  exercife  juftice,  8ca  as  under 
your  government.  I  know  you  have  force  enough  to 
compel  I  molt  of  your  neighbours  to  fubmitt  to  your  go- 
vernment ;  but  if  you  thinke  his  Majcflycs  arme  will  ne- 
'vcr  be  ftretched  forth  to  defend  his  fubje^ls  from  ufurpa- 
lion,  you  may  attempt  any  thinge  under  the  notion  of 
fettling  peace  and  order.  I  dare  not  be  fiient  in  a  matter 
foe  exprefbly  contradiflory  to  his  Majeftyes  fignificarion, 
dated  igth  Aprill  1666,^  for  though  fpme of  yo^ir  greaic 

people 
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people  have  fpread  a  report  that  the  faid  fignification  was 
never  knowne  to  or  owned  by  his  Majeflie,  and  probably 
for  that  reafon  the  generall  court  was  induced  to  ifTue  fortri 
the  aForefaid  order,  yet  you  are  to  expe6l  that  his  Majefty 
will  owne  his  hand,  and  Sir  William  Morris  will  require 
faitisfa(Slion  for  fuch  fcandalous  afperiioi-is  upon  hin:i,  being 
principall  fecretary  of  (tare.  In  fliort,  you  will  finde  that 
province  allready  fettled  by  his  Majeflyes  commiffioners  in 
peace  and  order,  except  fome  few  turbulent  fpirits.  You 
may  read  his  Majeilie  hath  made  a  temporary  confirma- 
tion thereof,  why  then  are  )ou  foe  hady  to  enter  upon  a 
thinge  of  this  nature,  or  how  can  ycu  fay  that  you  have 
heard  nothing  fincethat  might  difcourage  or  weaken  your 
title  to  the  faid  government  ?  1  am  necefTirated  to  write  in 
thefe  playne  and  large  terraes  becaufe  the  UiortnefTe  of  my 
tyme  in  thefe  parts  will  not  permit  me  to  give  you  a  vifit, 
but  will  tell  you  my  feares,  that  if  you  proceed  to  compell 
an  alteration  of  government  in  the  province  of  Mayne,  by 
fubverting  there  prefent  eflablifhmenras  it  now  flandscir- 
cumftanced,  in  all  likelyhood  you  may  caufe  blood  to  be 
{bed,  for  ic  is  both  naturall  and  lawfull  for  men  to  defend 
their  fail  rights  againfl  all  invaders. 

Genrlemen,  I  fliall  fend  a  coppie  of  this  my  letter  with 
an  originall  of  his  Majeflies  aforefaid  fignilication  to  thofe 
gentlemen  of  the  faid  province,  and  there  leave  the  deci- 
fion  betwixt  God  and  yourfelves;  my  hearty  wiflies  and 
prayers  (hall  be  to  the  Allmighty  that  you  may  be  endued 
with  the  fpirit  of  obedience,  charity,  meeknefs  and  bro- 
therly love,  houlding  yourfelves  within  thefe  bounds,  you 
may  be  happie  upon  all  the  poynts  of  the  compifs,  and  I 
am  fure  noe  man  can  wiftiyou  better  than  your  affe^lionaie 
humble  fcrvanc,  Richard  Nicolls."^ 

Fort  James  in  New-Yorke,  June  1 2th  1 668, 
For  his  much  refpefted  friends  the  Governor 
and  AfTiflants  of  his  JVbjeflies  colony  of 

the  MaiTachufetrs   in  Boifon.  

""  ■  Cqpy 

*  This  Col.  Nicoils  appears  to  have  been  a  very  worthy  good  wan, . 
true  to  his  truft,  but  at  the  fame  time  difcrcet  ;  and  he  gained 
the  cfieem  of  the  people  of  the  MafTichufets,  who  love  J  the  m4n 
vihen  tb?T  were  making  oppotuioQ  p  hit  rpcafures. 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  fcveral  diflenting  Minifters 
in  and  about  London  to  the  Magiftrates  and 
Minifters  in  iMaflacbufets-Bay. 

Right  WorlhipfulJ,  Reverend  and  Beloved, 

WE  received  yours  dated  from  Boflon  Aug.  21.1671. 
directed  to  many  of  us,  which  alfo  we  have  feve- 
rall  limes  confidered,  as  the  providence  of  God  hath  per- 
mitted to  us  opportunities  of  meeting  together.  The  im- 
portance of  the  contents  thereof,  together  with  the  honor 
and  refpedl  we  owe  you  all,  obligeth  us  to  return  you  fuch 
anfwer  as  we  are  at  prefent  capable  of,  according  to  that 
difpofall  which  it  hath  pleafed  the  infinitely  wife  God 
to  make  of  us  in  our  flations,  and  alfo  of  the  conditions 
which  he  hath  meafured  out  to  his  people  amongfl  whom 
he  hath  placed  us,  from  whom,  as  well  as  ourfelves,  you 
cannot  expert  (as  things  Hand  with  us)  to  receive  that  fruit 
that  either  your  need  calls  for  or  our  love  would  produce, 
were  we  not  ourfelves,  together  with  the  churches  ofChrift 
in  thefe  nations,  intangled  in  many  ftraits,  and  thereby 
calPd  to  a  more  univerfall  defignment  of  what  God  hath 
gracioufly  left  his  poor  people  to  the  fupportation  of  the 
interefl:  of  his  gofpeil  and  the  miniflcrs  and  profeflbrs 
thereof,  whofe  daily  relief  depends,  as  to  many  counties, 
principally  upon  this  citty,  from  whom  alfo  wemufl  pro- 
mife  ourfelves  the  greatefl .part  if  not  all  of  that  little  we 
can  hope  to  attain  to,  to  exprefle  the  value  we  have  for 
the  interefl  of  our  dear  Lord  Jefus  amongfl:  you,  and  more 
efpecially  the  promoting  of  the  continuance  of  it  in  our 
alliftence  to  the  education  of  fuch  as  may  by  the  blefling 
of  his  grace  and  fpirit  be  ufcfull  in  their  generation  for 
the  running  and  glorifying  of  his  gofpeil  in  and  by  your 
numerous  growing  pofterity. 

As  to  the  three  branches  of  your  letter,  which  com- 
prize the  whole  of  it,  we  doe  according  to  the  beft  of  our 
judgments  reprefent  our  thoughts  to  you,  which  we  hope 
will  be  acceptable  to  you,  as  you  may  find  in  icany  labor 
of  love  towards  you.  Fir  ft, 
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Firft,  We  join  with  you  in  that  humble  thank fullneffe 
vhich  is  due  to  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrifl,  that  he  haih  for  fo  long  a  time  planted  and  conti- 
nued amongft  you  a  fchool  of  the  prophets,  from  whence 
have  ilTued  fuch  inftruments  as  God  hath  ufed  for  fervice 
to  himfelf,  even  in  both  Englands,  and  heartily  condole, 
that  not  only  the  dead  (tones,  but  alfo  the  living  ones  in 
that  foundation  are  fo  much  crumbled  and  diminilhcd, 
and  gladly  would  we  contribute  our  helping  hand  to  the 
repairing  of  the  one  and  the  reviving  of  the  other,  were 
our  power  fuited  to  our  wills.  But  upon  confideration  of 
the  (Iraits  and  troubles  the  minifters  and  churches  of 
Chrifl  are  here  wreflling  with,  and  after  confuhation  had 
with  fome  wife  and  godly  gentlemen,  fincere  lovers  of  yo«, 
we  find  in  ourfelves  and  ihtm  the  concentring  of  the  fame 
thoughts,  that  the  exhaufted  purfes  of  thofe  that  are  moH 
able  to  contribute,  cannot  reach  any  fumme  confiderable  to- 
wards the  repair  of  the  edifice,  fo  many  of  God's  fervants 
here  calling  for  daily  relief,  even  of  necefTaries  ro  them  and 
their  impoverifhed  families,  yet  have  we  advifed  about 
fending  you  what  afTiftance  God  fliall  enable  us  unto  foi^ 
the  maintenance  of  Fellows  and  Tutors  for  the  inflruc- 
tion  and  education  of  youths,  who  may  be  bred  up  in 
good  literature  and  fear  of  the  Lord,  for  future  imploy- 
ment  in  church  and  common- weakh,  m  which  we  can  fay 
there  is  a  reall  zeale  for  you  and  them  in  this  great  coi> 
cerne.  Several  wayes  have  been  prcpofed  and  debated, 
we  cannot  yet  acquaint  you  with  any  fully  determinate 
meancs  for  effecting,  yet  this  we  were  williug  to  advlfe 
you  of,  that  you  are  in  our  hearts,  and  that  we  are  fully 
purpofed  (if  the  prefent  liberty  we  have  to  meet  be  not 
interrupted  by  thofe  prefagcd  hurryes  which  feeme  to  be 
in  the  womb  of  Providence  coming  upon  us)  taufe  all  our 
indeavour  to  collect  fuch  fummes  of  money  (and  fo  to 
difpofe  them  by  the  beft  advice  we  can  take)  as  may  in 
time  amount  to  fome  comfortable  help  towards  the  end 
which  we  fpecified  before,  in  the  fervice  whereof  we  judge 
that  which  is  mofl  necelTary  for  you  (at  Icait  that  we  are 
capable  of)  may  be  attended*  sdly. 
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2dly,  As  we  defire  to  blefs  God  with  and  for  you,  that 
(o  reverend  3nd  judicious  a  perfon  as  your  prefident  hath 
for  fo  long  a  time  been  continued  with  you,  and  that  fo  ufo 
fully,  fo  it  is  a  grief  of  heart  to  us  that  there  appeares  aone 
amongit  yourfelves  to  facceed  him  in  that  employment, 
and  more  that  we  cannot  find  perfons  whofc  hearts  God 
hath  touched  to  goe  over  to  you,  in  order  to  a  fupply  of 
that  expedted  loiTe  which  you  mention  ;  yet,  if  our  advice 
herein  be  worth  attending  to,  we  would  fuggeft,  that  it 
having  pleafed  God  to  ftirre  up  the  heart  of  our  beloved 
friend  Dr.  Hoar  to  intend  a  voyage  towards  you  by  this 
(hipping,  we  do  fuppofe  a  fpeaking  providence  in  it,  and 
doe  judge  that  God  hath  fo  farr  furniftied  him  with  the 
gifts  of  learning  and  the  grace  of  his  fpirit,  as  that  if  your 
judgments  concurre  with  ours  and  his  inclinations  (if  God 
fliall  bring  him  to  you)  he  may  in  fome  meafure  fupply 
that  want  and  help  to  make  up  this  breach,  and  we  (haW 
hope  and  pray  that  it  may  be  to  fome  good  fruit  to  you 
and  yours. 

3dly,  For  what  concerns  our  promoting  the  fending  of 
youths  over  to  you  for  their  education,  wee  can  fay  no 
more  but  this,  that  where  we  find  any  inclined  fo  to  dif- 
pofe  of  their  children,  we  fhall  not  be  wanting  to  incou- 
rage  it  as  farre  as  we  hear  there  fhall  be  reafon  for  it,^ 
by  the  Lords  provifion  of  fuch  help  amongft  you  as  (hall 
be  continued  yet  unto  you  or  further  added  by  him  in 
whofe  hands  is  the  refidue  of  the  fpirit,  to  be  poured  out 
on  you  and  on  your  feed,  according  to  his  covenant.     So 
commending  you  to  the  Lord  and  to  the  word  of  his  grace 
we  remaine             Your  fervants  in  the  Lord 
London,  Feb.  5.  and  fur  the  gofpel, 
1671-2.            Ph.  Nye  John  Owen 
John  Knowles      Matt.  Barker 
Jofeph  Caryl        Arth,  Palmer 
William  Hook      John  Rowe 
George  GrilEih    Tho.  Brooks 
Geo.  Cockayn       Jo.  Loder 
^ John  Collins. 

Copy 


432       COLLECTION    of   PAPERS. 


Copy   of  a  Letter  to  Col.  Goffc,  one  of  King 
Charles  the  firft's  Judges,  from  his  Wife.* 

27th  April  1672. 
My  dearc  Child, 

HOW  greatly  doe  I  long  to  fee  thee,  but  feeinS:  that 
cannot  be,  thy  choych  lettars  doe  much  ref  rech  my 
drouping  heart,  to  heare  of  thy  health  and  happynes,  with 
thy  deare  friend,|  is  the  chefe  comfort  I  have  in  this  world, 
next  to  fole  marcife.  Ireceved  yours  of  the  6  of  novem- 
ber,  I  cared  the  inclofed  and  did  as  you  defired,  which 
I  parfe?ed  was  liked  better  then  a  lettar  would  have 
been  from  you  ;  he  hoped  to  fend  fomething  but  not 
yet,  he  told  me  you  wantid  nothing  fo  far  as  he  could  un- 
darftand,  1  wich  you  find  it  fo,  but  the  Lord  is  very  gra- 
(hous  to  you  and  us  in  taking  care,  and  tis  a  choyc  marcy 
not  to  want  that  the  Lord  will  not  have  us  to  inioy,  tis  the 
worke  of  the  Lord  to  bring  our  minds  to  our  condifhon, 
but  I  find  hope  defired  makes  the  heart  fick,  but  the  Lord 
is  plefed  to  be  the  vefliion  in  the  applycation  of  fom  word 
or  other,  as  that  I  will  never  leve  thee  nor  for  fake  thee, 
I  will  be  your  God  and  the  God  of  your  fead,  and  throe 
marcy  1  have  found  it  in  fome  mefhere  maid  good,  for 
Frank  is,  I  bles  the  Lord,  receved  into  the  chorch  and  gave 
great  fattisfaxon  to  all  that  w-are  prefent,  iheare  was  3 
eldars,  2  deakonsand  fom  other  of  the  membars  that  fpake 
with  her  at  ford  and  the  whole  church  was  fattisfid  in 
her,  and  I  hope  the  Lord  who  hath  begon  the  worke  will 
finnefh  it  to  his  glory  and  our  comfort  that  fiie  may  help 
kepeup  the  name  of  the  Lord  in  the  workl  when  we  are 
laid  in  the  dofi:.  1  found  the  inclofed,  it  being  of  her  one 
writing,  1  have  fent  it  to  thee  that  we  may  reioyce  and  bles 

the 

*  Col.  Goffe  always  wrote  in  the  name  of^^'alter  Goldfmirh.     His 

wife,  Frances  Goldrmith.     He  calls  her  mother,  and  calls   his 

children  brothers  and  fillers.     She  writes  Irom   Loudon  and   he 

from  Hadley  in  New- England. 

f  VVhaley,  her  father. 
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the  Lord  together  for  fo  great  a  marcy ;  a  porflion  in  him 
felf  is  the  bed  porihon  for  this  cannot  be  loft,  the  Lord 
help  ns  all   to  love  him  more  and  then  the  parting  with, 
earthly  comforts  will  not  be  fo   grevous  to  us  as  it  tis, 
deare  Mrs.  Jane  hath  fent  fome  goods  fhe  being  perfwaded 
that  it  would  be  beft  this  year,  if  the  Lord  plefe  to  fend 
them  fafe  and  that  thay  be  well  maneged  for  you  and  your 
frelnds  benefit.  I  truft  the  Lord  will  make  it  of  fome  com- 
fort to  you,  for  my  aunt  toke  great  paines  to  fend  it  before 
the  warbegon  and  we  hope  it  is  gon  fafe,  we  defire  to  fol- 
low it  with  prayers.  If  you  be  good  lads  and  will  fend  word 
what  you  want  theare  will  be  care  taken  to  foply  you,  but 
tell  then  I  forbare  to  fend  becaufe  it  is  your  defire.  1  bles 
the  Lord  1  want  nothing  but  thy  deare  company  and  thy 
friends.  Give  all  the  glory  to  God  he  is  the  giver  of  all  our 
marceyes.  It  will  nor  be  long  but  I  mufl  be  gon  to  thofe 
manfliones  that  Chrifi:  hath  prepared  for  me  and  all  that 
love  the  Lord  ;  theare  will  be  no  forrow  but  fulnes  of  joy 
and  plefliures  for  ever  more  ;  but  if  it  may  ftand  with  the 
plefliure  of  my  father  I  (hold  be  glad   to  fee  thee  and 
peafe  upon  Ifarell  onfe  more,  but  I  feare  I  am  not  worthy 
of  fuch  a  marcy,  but  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  is,  for  whofe 
fake  he  will  appeare-vin  the  befl:  time.  I  have  fent  you  the 
inclofed  by  which  you  may  fee  that  the  pepell  of  God  in- 
joy  much  liberty  at  the  prefent  but  what  the  eihue  of  it 
may  be  the  Lord  knows.  The  war  with  the  Duch  is  like  to 
be  very  terabel ;  the  Lord  ordar  all  things  for  his  one  glo- 
ry ;  Chrift  is  the  head  of  the  church  and  that  may  comfort 
us  in  the  medft  of  all  thefe  commoftions.  1  bles  the  Lord  I 
and  your  fiftars  and  other  friends  are  in  health,  only  Betty 
is  weakly,  my  ant  takes  great  care  of  my  brother  as  if  he 
ware  her  one  and  is  very  kind  to  all  the  famely  and  to  all 
that  feare   the  Lord,  for  (he  makes  it  her  buifnes  to  help 
the  afllicled  ;  many  have  caufe  to  bles  the  Lord  for  her ; 
dourles  fhe  will  have  a  hye  place  in  heaven  ;  her  good 
huft^ind  is  much  afEicTied  with  the  ftone  which  makes  him 
ftratened  in  time  that  1  fear  he  cannot  write  but  prays 
diijly  for  you.  Mrs  Jane  is  much  plefed  when  you  write 

e  i      ^  to 
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to  her  and  troubled  when  you  doe  nor  ;  pray  thank  her 
for  her  love  to  me  and  mine,  we  are  vciy  happy  in  ihe 
fofiery  one  of  another  ;  be  carefull  what  you  write  for  all 
the  lettars  wc  receve  comes  from  the  pofl  houfe.  Pray 
Child  be  carcfull  of  yourfelf  and  friend  and  if  you  want 
a  periweg  to  keep  you  warm  let  me  know  it  and  I  will 
fend  you  one;  pray  want  for  nothing  that  may  be  good  for 
you,  for  my  happynes  is  bound  up  in  your  well  being.  The 
going  of  the  fliips  are  very  unfanain  and  therefore  1  know 
not  whether  1  may  write  any  more  this  yeare  or  not,  but 
I  (hall  not  {q[q  to  pray  for  you  and  all  the  pepell  of  the 
Lord  with  you,  efpecially  for  thofe  that  (how  kindnes  to 
you  to  whom  1  defire  to  be  remembred  and  returne  hearty 
thanks  for  all  thear  great  love  ;  I  hope  the  Lord  will  re- 
quite them  a  thoufand  fould.  If  anny  thing  be  don  by  us 
to  your  prejedifh  pray  let  me  know  jt  from  yourfelfe. 
Many  friends  defire  to  be  remembred  toynu  and  prays  day  iy 
for  you,  all  your  fiftars  prefents  iheai  h umbel  1  duty  and 
greatly  longs  to  fee  you,  my  mod  indcared  love  to  ihyfelf 
and  humbel  dufy  to  whom  it  belongs,  1  bles  the  Lord  that 
theare  is  anny  hopes  of  his  recovery,  the  Lord  profit  the 
marcy  and  fan6lilie  ail  his  dealings  to  us  and  let  every  mar- 
cy  and  every  afflixon  that  we  mete  with  bring  us  nearer  to 
himfelfe  and  then  we  &all  have  no  caufe  to  complayn, 
my  child  this  is  like  to  be  a  very  trobelfom  fommar  and 
iherfore  pray  hard  that  the  Lord  wold  appeare  for  his 
poore  pepell  and  that  the  gofpeU  may  be  uphed.  Many 
nay  allmoft  all  that  fear  the  Lord  have  apprehenflions  that 
God  is  bringing  fom  great  flroke  upon  this  naQion,  the 
Lord  devart  his  judgments  if  it  be  his  will  or  however  hide 
his  pepell  while  thefe  cala..  .tyes  be  over  pad,  we  have 
yet  a  breathing  time,  the  Lord  give  hearts  to  improve  it. 
The  churches  of  Chrid  many  of  them  ware  in  greate  likly- 
hoods  to  mete  in  the  halts,  having  a  grant  from  the  com- 
panyes,  but  at  prefent  theare  is  a  demur  on  it,  you  may 
ges  from  home,  but  the  Lord  raineih  let  the  earth  rc- 
joyce,  doutles  this  is  a  great  blow  to  the  bufiiops,  but  I 
(ball  bs  to  troubelfom  thoe  I  know  not  how  to  leve  when 

implyed 
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implycd  in  this  worke,  but  1  mufl:  take  my  leve  beging  of 
the  Lord  to  kepe  you  in  fafty  if  it  be  the  will  of  the  Lord 
and  that  both  you  and  I  and  all  that  feare  the  Lord  may 
be  prcfcnied  blamles  at  the  coming  of  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrilt,  I  take  my  leve  and  remain 

Your  moll  indeared  mother, 

Fra.  Goldfmith. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  John  Collins*   to 
Governor  Leyerett. 

Sir, 

I  Would  not  let  this  (hip  goe  without  a  few  lines  to 
yon,  however  I  have  little  to  fay,  faving  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  gentleman  the  bearer  hereof,  being  Dr. 
Hoar,  who  is  in  fellowiliip  with  us,  and  yet  more  yours 
than  ours,  through  his  ardent  defire  to  ferve  God  in  what 
worke  hee  will  allot  to  him  in  your  pans,  where  hee  hath 
had  his  education,  which  in  the  judgment  of  wifer  men  than 
myfelfe  is  thought  to  bee  in  your  colledge  employment, 
to  which  hee  is  very  well  qualifyed  in  miany  things.  I 
know  whatever  countenance  or  encouragement  yourfelfe 
can  give  him  or  the  magiftracy  he  (hall  not  want  it,  for  I 
beleeve  hee  will  deferve  it  and  continue  foe  to  doe,  to 
him  alfoe  I  doe  refer  an  account  of  the  (late  of  things 
amongft  us,  which  he  will  be  better  able  to  doe  than  lean 
by  letters  have  at  prefent  opportunity  for,  hee  knowing 
all  lean  write  and  the  conveyance  being  very  hazardous, 
the  fhip  going  out  when  the  2  fleets,  ours  and  the  French 
on  the  one  parr  and  the  Dutch,  are  both  out  and  plying 
towards  one  another  for  an  engagement,  only  this  I  would 
add,  that  the  lord  I  fpake  of  is  upon  going  and  in  likely- 
hood  W)!l,  before  hee  returne,  vifitt  you,  which  is  to  bee 
emproved  to  the  bed  of  your  advantage;  hee  is  a  very  civil 

F  f  2  noble 

♦  This  Mr.  Collins  was  educated  at  Harvard  Coliege  and  was  a 
Miniftsr  in  New-England,  afterwards  in  London.  The  Colony 
having  no  Agent  in  Ei-gland  he  feems,  for  feveral  years,  to  have 
been  the  perfjn  principa^y  employed  to  tcq^Ivc  and  give  the 
BccefTiry  iufGlIig^Rce  relative  to  public  ailairs, 
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noble  perfon,  and  if  noe  ofTence  be  miniflrcd  to  him  there, 
will  doe  you  much  fervice  and,  I  perfwade  myfelfe,  noe 
hurt  if  it  were  to  gain  the  wholf^  country  ;  but  keep  all  I 
have  wrote  about  him  to  yourfelfe,  or  as  fecret  as  may 
bee.  Your  friends  and  relations  are  all  well,  as  I  and 
my  family  through  grace  are.  I  defire  you  to  accept  the 
tender  of  my  humble  fervice  ro  you  and  your  lady,  with 
my  wifes,  ani  comm^  nd  you  to  the  Lord,  begging  his  pre- 
fence  and  grace  wirh  you  in  your  great  worke ;  and  that 
when  you  are  neareft  God  you  would  fervently  remem- 
ber mee  and  mine  which  is  great  and  weighty.     I  reft. 

Sir,  Your  very  afFeflionare  friend 

London, May  lo.  1672.  and  humble  fervant, 

J-  c. 


Copy  of  the  Elders  Advice  to  the  General  Court. 

WHEREAS  it  hath  pleafed  this  honnourable  generall 
court  afTembled  and  fetting  in  Bofton  the  15th  of 
May  1 672,  to  call  us  feverall  of  the  elders  of  the  churches 
in  this  colonic,  to  confider,  confult  and  advife  concerning 
the  prefent  difficult  emergencies  before- them,  in  order  to 
the  free,  full  and  amicable  concurrence  of  both  houfes  in 
managing  fuch  cafes  of  judicature  as  are  reprefented  unto 
this  court,  by  petition  or  orherwife,  according  to  law; 
wee  thought  incumbent  on  us  as  an  indifpenfable  duty, 
preffed  under  the  fenfe  of  the  great  confequence  of  the 
queftion,  it  being  to  us  a  matter  of  the  greateft  importance, 
en  the  one  hand,  to  fay  nothing  that  might  in  the  lead  im- 
pair the  honour,  power  and  authority  due  to  the  honored 
magiftrates,  or,  on  the  other,  infringe,  weaken  or  make 
voide  the  liberties, priviledges  or  power  by  our  conflitution 
fippertaining  to  the  freemen,  both  which  are  more  deare 
to  us  than  our  lives ;  feeing  that  in  the  temperament  of 
both  ftandeth  the  firmneffe  of  our  civil  being  and  the 
happinelTe  of  this  whole  people,  in  the  prefervation  of  the 
common  interefl;  wee  thougln  good  humbly  to  fnggcfl 
as  the  rei'ult  of  our  ferious  thoughts  on  the  whole  ccnfe- 
rettce,   that  it  pleafed  this  honoured  generall  court   to 

admit 
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admit  us  unto  the  hearing  of  amongft  themfelves  for  our 
formation  in  rhe  ftate  of  the  cafe,  thefe  propofals  following. 

1.  That  our  civil  conftitution  refpccSiing  both  th.e  form 
and  adminiftration  of  civil  government,  it  is  or  ought  to 
be  founded  in  and  upon  our  charter  by  which  wee  are 
incorporated  inroa  body  policiqncaud  furniflied  both  with 
legiflaiive  and  executive  power,  and  giveth  life  and  flrength 
borh  to  the  being  and  operations  of  our  civil  politie,  and 
maketh  us  a  people. 

2.  That  therefore  this  our  charter  is  to  be  kept  and 
obferved  inviolably  in  all  the  fundannentalls  of  civil  policy, 
therein  dire^ling  to  the  rigiu  conftirurion  of  courts  and 
regular  diftribution  of  differing  intereft  of  power  and  pri- 
vilege between  the  magillrates  and  the  freemen,  and  the 
diilin^l  exercife  of  legiflative  and  executive  power  by 
thofe  who  are  by  pattent  vefted  therewith. 

3.  That  in  any  particular  which  doth  admit  a  latitude 
of  interpretation  and  fall  under  a  diP/erent  underifanding 
amongft  us,  fuch  a  jult  accommodation  as  may  confifl  with 
our  patent  and  befi:  provide  for  the  pablicke  fattisfaclion 
and  May  is  mod  advifeable. 

4.  That  although  w^ee  concnrre  fully  with  thofe  our 
worthy  predeceiTors  in  il\e  miniilry  who  when  called  to 
give  their  advice  in  the  like,  if  not  the  fame  cafe,  have 
placed  the  negative  vote  in  the  major  part  of  both  houfes, 
as,  in  their  underftanding,  mod  agreeable  to  rhe  charter 
and  conducible  to  the  publick  weale  of  this  colony,  as  by 
their  raanufcripts  yet  extant   more    fully   doth  appeare  : 

Yet,  for  a  prefent  accommodation  (wee  humbly  con- 
ceive) that  our  honoured  magidrates  bill  referring  to  the 
iflfuing  of  all  debates  in  matters  of  judicature  (in  cafe  of 
the  non-concurrance  of  both  houfes  voting  apart)  unto  the 
vote  of  the  whole  court  mett  together,  or  the  major  pare 
of  them,  whereof  the  governor,  deputie  governor  and  four 
raagidrates,  or  otherwife  five  of  the  magidrates  at  lead 
dial!  alwayes  bee  a  part,  to  the  making  any  valid  a6l ;  wee 
fay  wee  humbly  conceive  that  a  mutuall  conceffion  here- 
unto and  a  joym  concurrance  herein  may  bee  a  fitt  medium 

F  f  3  of 
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oFfuch  an  accommodation,  as  that  which  falls  within  a  true 
Jaritude  of  interpetacion,  and  for  this  wee  humbly  fubmic 
our  reafons  to  your  confiderarioh. 

I.  Becaufe  the  patent  doth  exprefly  make  and  denomi- 
nate two  diflincl  eftates  confliuuing  this  corporation,  as  ift. 
That  of  the  governor,  deputy  governor  and  affiftants.  2dly, 
That  of  the  freemen.  Therefore,  either  to  confound 
ihefe  two  eftates  of  magi (1  rates  and  freemen,  fo  as  that 
there  fhouid  be  noe  diftinflion  in  the  exercife  of  executive 
power,  or  to  dived  the  mai^ id: rates  of  the  exercife  of  all 
executive  power,  or  to  inveft  the  freemen  with  a  power 
equal!  unto,  and  in  cafe  above,  the  raagilf  rates  in  the  finall 
determination  of  matters  of  judicature  ;  or  to  fwallow  up 
the  whole  ellate  of  the  magiffracy,  with  all  their  intereft 
of  place,  power  and  patent  right  together,  by  a  major  vote 
of  the  freemen  in  court,  doth  fecm  to  us  to  fliake  and 
overthrow  the  boundaries  of  two  diilindl  edates  laid  in 
the  charter. 

2.  Becaufe  the  patent  doth,  according  to  our  under^ 
{landing  of  ir,  conflitutue  a  quorum  of  the  magidrates  ia 
all  general]  courts,  with  whom  there  is  a  negative  vote  in 
inar?-er5  properly  appertaining  to  that  court,  elfe  what 
raeane^  that  claufe  divers  rimes  indullrioufiy  inferted,  of 
which  the  governor,  deputy  governor  and  fix  of  the  mar 
giltrates  Ihall  be  feven,  which,  if  fo,  then  totally  to  null 
that  quorum  and  negative  vote  together,  feems  to  us  to  bee 
a  fundamental!  errour  in  government,  according  to  patent, 

3.  Becaufe,  to  leave  the  finall  determination  of  judica- 
ture in  any  cafe  altogether  to  the  freemen,  doth  tend  to 
evacuate  our  great  liberty  and  priviledgeof  election,  as  to 
one  miain  end  of  it,  unto  which  our  honoured  magi  Urates 
are  folem.nly  fworne,  viz.  the  adminidration  of  eivil  juftice 
according  to  the  lawes  of  the  land,  which  they  cannot 
poilibly  doe  if  altogether  fuperfeded  by  the  major  vote  of 
the  freemen  in  geqerall  court ;  all  which,  wee  humbly 
conceive  would  be  prevented  if  the  aforefaid  accommoda' 
tion  may  bee  actaiasd. 

5.  Tb»; 
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5.  That  for  the  prcvenrion  of  trouble  and  expence  of 
time  to  the  honoured  generall  court,  by  hearing  and  derer- 
mineing  cafes  civill  or  criminal),  it  feemes  expedient,  by  law, 
to  provide  that  ihere  may  bee  a  more  open  way  to  an  ifluc 
of  fuch  cafes  in  inferiour  courts  of  judicature,  by  the  agree- 
ment of  bench  and  jury,  and  thai  the  magidrates  may  be, 
by  cxpreile  law,  diredled  to  accept  the  juries  verdi6t  and  to 
grant  judgment  accordingly,  unlefle  they  fliall  judge  the 
juries  verdi6t  to  be  evidently  contrary  to  law  and  evidence, 
in  which  cafe,  that  they  may  bee  impowered  by  law  to 
caufe  the  jurie  to  anfwer  for  their  default,  in  the  fame 
court,  before  a  jurie  of  twenty  four  perfons  chofen  by  the 
freemen,  or  other  wife  to  bee  liable  to  bee  ferved  by  the 
party  aggrieved  with  a  writ  of  attainder  out  of  the  fame 
court,  or  otherwife  as  this  honoured  court  may  fee  more 
aptly  and  amply  to  provide. 

It  being  the  great  liberty  of  an  Englifli  fubje(ft  to  be 
tryed  by  his  peers,  before  whom  he  hath  free  and  full 
libertie  to  plead  law  for  his  indempnitie  and  fafety. 

6.  That  when  the  worthy  deputies  in  generall  court 
engage  as  judges  in  matters  of  judicature  it  may  bee 
thought  meet  and  jufl  that  they  are  fvvorne  according  to- 
la w,  fo  farre  at  lead  as  the  magiftrates  are  fworne,  which 
feemes  neceffary  in  reafon. 

I  ft,  That  ading  joyntly  and  together  with  thcmagi- 
ftrates  they  may  zCt  under  the  fame  obligation  of  law  and 
confcience.  It  feemes  very  incongruous,  that  of  joynt 
judges  fome  (hould  bee  fworne  to  judge  according  to  law, 
and  others  left  with  a  latitude  to  judge  according  to  judg- 
ment and  confcience  only,  and  fo  that  the  magifirates 
(hould  be  only  judges  and  the  deputies  judges  and  chan-* 
cellors  in  the  fame  court. 

2d.  That  our  perfons,  names,  eftates,  lives,  and  all,  may 
bee  under  the  protection  of  law,  which  is  the  great  fecu- 
riiieof  the  fubje^,  and  that  it  may  not  reft  in  the  judg- 
ment and  confcience  of  any  of  our  judges  to  vacate  our 
lawes  and  in  an  extrajudicial!  way  to  pafle  judgment  in 
any  cafe  under  a  legal!  cognizance. 

F  f  4  7.  The 
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7.  The  premifesnotwith (landing,  wee  humbly  propofe, 
whether  that  fuch  cafes  as  are  already  lying  before  or  de- 
pending in  this  honourable  court,  either  by  petition  or 
orherwife,  may  not,  for  rhe  lurtherance  of  the  accommo- 
dation abovefaid,  be  admitted  unto  a  hearing  in  the  wonted 
way  of  procedure  in  this  court  as  heretofore. 

Thefe  propofalls  wee  dbe  in  all  humillity  and  faithfull- 
nefTe  prefent  and  fub;nit  unto  the  ferious  confiderations 
of  this  honourable  court,  and  being  under  the  awfull 
fenfe  of  the  great  necelTity  of  the  amicable  agreement  of 
both  houfes  in  fuch  a  time  as  this,  wee  doe  mod  humbly 
and  unfaynedly  befeech  him  who  is  the  wonderfull  coun- 
fellor  and  prince  of  peace,  of  whofe  government  and  peace 
there  fliall  bee  no  end,  that  hee  would  guide  you  by  his 
counfell  and  fill  you  Vv'ith  the  fpirit  of  wifdome  and  coun- 
fell  and  of  the  feare  of  the  Lord,  to  make  you  of  quickc 
underftanding  in  the  feare  of  the  Lord,  that  you  may  bee 
able  to  difcerne  and  conclude  upon  fuch  a  way  of  agree- 
ment in  this  matter  as  may  bee  for  the  glory  of  his  name, 
peace  and  welfare  of  his  people  here  and  your  account 
with  joy  in  the  great  day  of  the  Lord. 

Samuel  Whiting,  fen. 

JohnOxenbridge,confenting  as  to  the  fubilance 
and  fcope  which  is  the  accommodation. 

Thomas  Cobbct, 

John  Shearman, 

JohnHigginfon, 

Thomas  Thacher,  fen. 

William  Hubbard, 

John  Wilfon, 

James  Allen,   I  fully  agree  to  the  accommo- 
dation propounded  in  this  paper. 

Samuel  Phillips, 

Samuel  Torrey, 

Antipas  Newman. 

John  Hale,   I  concur  fully  with  the  fubftanc^ 
of  this  accommodation. 

Tofiah  Flint. 

^ L_, , — — - 

Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Peter  Tillton  to  his 
Wife  at  Hadley. 

Boflon  18  3mo.  1672. 
Deare  Wife, 

THIS  opportunity  gives  occafion  of  thefe  lines,  wee 
have  had  a  quiett  and  peaceable  ele^ion,  no  alter- 
ation or  addition  ^  O  what  a  price  doth  divine  patience 
yetr  berruft  us  with,  when  he  is  drawing  out  the  fword 
and  arraying  himfelf  with  the  garments  of  vengeance  as 
to  other  kingdomes,  and  when  it  is  more  than  probable 
many  garments  are  tumbling  in  blood.  As  to  the  news 
from  England  all  men,  both  wife  and  others  of  more  or- 
dinary cappafStyes,  looke  on  the  effect  or  produce  thereof 
will  be  as  black  adayein  the  world,  as  the  world  hath 
knowne.  The  late  aflions  in  England  in  commifTionating 
their  fleet  to  feife  and  fall  on  the  Hollander,  of  which  I 
wrote  you  in  my  lad,  breaking  their  league,  joyning  with 
the  French,  alTifting  them  with  fouldiers  out  of  England, 
and  with  their  principal!  harbours  to  receive  a  numerous 
2rmy  and  (hutting  up  the  exchequer,  whereby  many  are 
outed  of  their  eftares  contrary  to  all  lawe,  are  thinges  that 
both  in  England  and  here,  by  men  of  all  forts,  are  looked  up- 
on as  Grange,  horrid,  and  omminous.  There  is  another  (hip 
expected,  one  Jonas  Clarke,  (if  not  (lopped  by  the  embargo 
or  otherwife)  in  which  one  Dr.  Hoare,  a  minifter,  is  ex- 
pe<fted.  Remember  me  to  mine  and  thine,  with  my  love 
to  all  with  you.  I  cannot  forgett  you  before  the  father  of 
fpirits,  night  and  daye.  The  goodwill  of  him  that  dwelt 
in  the  buili  be  with  you,  cau(e  his  face  to  fliine  upon  you 
all,  and  give  you  peace.     So  prayeih  ftill 

Yours  unfainedly  to  love, 

Peter  Tillton. 

This  day  the  generall  court  hath  appointed  the  fourth 
daje  of  the  weeke  enfueing  (for  themfelves)  a  day  of 

folemne 
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folemne  fading  and  bumilia.tipn,  to  fall  downe  upon 
their  knees  before  Almigh'ty  God,  for  and  in  the  be- 
halfe  of  his  caufc,  name,  people  and  intereft,  that  in 
this  day  are  fo  deeply  defigned  againft  by  the  ferpent 
and  his  (acdc,  and  that  by  this  black  cloud  of  tumult 
and  commotion  now  amongft  the  nations  the  Lord 
would  bring  forth  the  accomplifhment  of  thofe  pro- 
mifes  of  his,  that  his  people  are  fo  earneniy  lookeing 
after  and  waiceing  for;  allfoe  they  have  ordered  fix 
miniflers  as  helps  to  carrye  on  the  daye,  viz.  Mr.  Ox- 
enbridge,  Mr.  Mather,  Mr.  Cakes,  Mr.  Eliott,  Mr. 
Whiteing,  Mr.  Cobbett :  Further,  they  have  ordered 
the  r3th  daye  of  the  next  month  to  be  obferved  and 
kept  as  a  folemne  day  of  fafl  and  humiliation  by  all  the 
people  of  thi?  jarifdidtion,  on  the  account  aforefaid. 

This  lafl  fifth  day  was  the  younge  man  that  killed  Mr, 
Daveys  maid  tryed  for  his  life  and  condemned  to  dye. 

I  have  binn  ill  this  2  or  g  dayes  of  an  aguidi  feveridi  di- 
ftemper,  with  afQi6ling  paines  in  my  head  and  teeth. 
My  deare  ones,  forgett  not  him  who  hath  you  all  on  his 
heart,  and  whofe  defire  it  is  to  leave  himfelfeand  his  all 
with  that  raercifull  high  prieft  who  hath  the  keys  of 
life  and  death.     Farewell,  farewell. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Collins  to  Governor 
Lcverett  of  the  MafTachufetts. 

Sir, 

YOUR  fhort  letter  with  the treafurer's  and  your  bills 
I  received,  which  were  very  welcome,  having  re- 
ceived by  them  the  newes  of  your  hopeful  recovery  from 
foe  great  an  illnefs,  wherein  God  hath  fpared  you  to  that 
country  as  a  publique  mercy  I  hope  as  well  as  your 
friends  and  family,  which  the  Lord  in  mercy  continue, 
and  carry  you  oa  in  your  worke  to  the  perfecting  of  that 

whiclt 
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which  God  in  his  councell  hath  further  to  continue  your 
ufe  and  fervices  to  accomplifh.  According  to  your  orders 
the  100/.  is  payd  in  to  Mr.  Floyd  upon  Mr.  Rawfon's  ac- 
count, and  64/.  loj.  received  into  my  owne  hands  by  vertuc 
of  the  bill  fent  by  Mr.  Saltonflall,  and  the  new  one  of  44/. 
I  ox.  charged  on  Capt.Peirce,  which  is  in  my  hands,  faving 
what  hath  binn  difburfed,  according  to  your  order,  to  Mr, 
Ruihworth,  whom  1  have,  as  you  directed,  employed  fipcc 
24th  June  lafl:,  to  have  an  eye  upon  your  afFayres,  though 
I  negle6l  it  not  myfelfe.  I  agreed  to  give  him  3  guynies 
a  quarter  and  have  accordingly  payd  him  9  at  the  rates 
they  goc,  which  is  20s.  a  piece,  and  have  agreed  to  be  at 
all  contingent  charges  of  fees  or  tranfcribing  papers ;  which 
befides  a  croune  or  thereabout  which  I  have  layd  out  is  all 
yet  out  of  purfe ;  unlefs  you  (hall  think  fitt  to  allow  any 
thing  towards  the  charges  of  the  publique  papers  I  have 
formerly  and  now  fent,  which  I  have  hitherto  payd  out  of 
my  owne  wholly.  Your  letter  direfled  to  Dr.  Owen,  Mr. 
Woodbridge  and  myfelfe,  wee  did  not  communicate  to 
him,  his  abode  being  at  Newberry  and  feldome  in  towne, 
and,  betwixt  you  and  I,  wee  judge  one  that  is  not  very 
likely  to  be  ferviceable  to  you.  You  need  not  give  any 
account  of  it  to  Mr.  Symons.  Through  Gods  goodnefs 
there  is  not  the  lead  caufe  to  write  to  you  about  any 
thing  at  prefent  that  concernes  ycu,  faving  that  New- York 
being  reftored  by  the  peace  one  Mr.  Andrews  is  appointed 
governor,  a  man  I  know  not ;  and  fome  rumour  is  mali- 
cioufly  fpread  at  court  that  you  have  made  peace  with  the 
Dutch  there,  which  is  obviated  by  the  readincfs  of  fome 
perfons  to  fliew  the  falfliood  of  it.  1  hope  nothing  v^ill 
for  this  year  further  diflurbe  you,  and  if  any  thing  doe 
arife  it  will  be  from  New-Y'orke  and  the  government  there, 
I  have  therefore  greatly  encouraged  fome  gentlemen  your 
friends,  who  would  purchafe  it  of  his  royall  highnefs,  as 
thinking  it  will  be  much  for  your  peace,  who  are  about  ir, 
but  how  it  will  ifTue  I  know  not.  Mr.  Rufliworih  hath 
not  had  any  thing  to  doe  for  you  as  yet,  but  only  to  at- 
:£od  what  the  coungl  table  pr  council  of  trade  fliould 

paiSe, 
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pafie,  before  the  laft  of  which  Plymouth  parent  hath  layn 
long,  but  nothing  done  in  it.  1  hope  you  (ball  wani  no  inlor- 
mation,  only  1  hear  the  King  is  oflbnded  thar  fome  of  your 
ihips  take  in  their  idding  from  Virginia  and  goe  to  Fiance 
and  defraud  his  cuilomes  as  alloc  fiom  other  pl^^ntaiions ; 
to  which  I  know  not  what  to  fay.  The  truth  is,  pro- 
roguing the  parliament  is  (omQ  ye^.  muci  difcontent  to 
them,  when  they  had  foe  mjny  good  things  before  them,, 
and  the  prefent  rranfaftions  in  Europe,  with  the  kings  raft 
debts,  and  their  not  havmg  yet  come  to  any  refolve  as  to  the 
future  way  of  paying  of  them,  rakes  up  all  their  thoughts 
that  they  have  little  time  to  mind  fuch  minute  things  as 
yours,  untill  fome  old  things  be  againe  revived  or  new 
provocations  given,  in  which  Idoubr  not  God  will  enable 
you  to  waike  wifely.  All  the  publique  news  and  papers 
moft  choyce,  as  to  manufcripr  or  pi  inr,  thar  have  come  out 
in  the  time  of  war  or  parliament,  I  have  enclofed  in  a  box 
which  my  brother  Hammond  will  take  up,  it  is  (hipped  in 
Mr.  Clements,  whom  1  have  ordered  to  deliver  them  to 
you  and  pray  you,  after  you  have  perufed  them,  to  let  my 
father  have  them  for  the  ufe  of  friends  j  and  were  there 
any  thing  confiderable  that  is  not  there  I  (liould  add  ir, 
faving  the  preliiging  of  mens  minds  of  fome  dangers  of 
papiifs  and  popery,  and  other  things  not  fit  for  papers. 
The  2  nations  are  difcompofed  as  to  the  proroguing  of 
the  parliament,  efpecially  Scotland,  where  hath  binn  fad 
jangling  betwixt  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale  and  the  nobility, 
which  may  iffue  in  difquietments.  I  am,  I  blefs  God,  well, 
with  my  wife,  who  prefents  you  and  your  lady  with  her 
fervice,  and  foe  are  all  your  relations.  God  hath  binn 
afflicling  our  family  here,  having  taken  away  lately  my 
only  daughter,  and  alfoe,  as  I  hear,  my  relations  there 
have  had  fore  breaches,  the  Lord  fandlif  ye  to  them  and  me 
his  holy  hand.  Since  my  lafl  it  hath  pleafed  God  to  re- 
move by  death  Mr.  Lodor,  Mr.  Venning  and  fome  other 
minifters  of  the  prefbiterian  perfvvafion,  holy  men  and 
much  lamented  ;  as  alfoe  lately  Sir  Thomas  Temple, 
whom  melancholy  and  griefc  hath  killed  by  his  hard  ufage 

from 
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from  Mr.  Elliott,  but  cfpecially  the  occafion  giren  of  fcan- 
dall  by  his  lodging  at  his  old  Mrs.  her  houfe,  Mrs.  Martin, 
which  having  heard  the  echo  of  again  from  New  England, 
from  the  letters  that  fome  too  uncharitably  wrote,  did  fie 
deep  upon  his  fpirit  and  haflencd  his  end:  He  fent  for 
mee  and  I  was  with  him  feverall  houres,  before  hee  dyed 
a  week,  and  hee  layd  open  his  foul ;  it  was  a  meer  acci- 
dent, yea  great  necelTity,  I  judge,  afterward  that  caft  him 
at  that  wretches  houfe;  hee  did  declare  in  the  prefence  of 
God,  that  noe  temptation,  noe  not  in  a  luft  after  her,  had 
ever  come  upon  his  fpirit,  but  contrarywife  a  great  abhor- 
rence of  it,  was  deeply  affli6led  that  any  had  foe  much  ag- 
grevated  the  report,  and  that  the  name  of  God  (hould 
fufFer.  1  faw  neither  difeafe  nor  paine  that  would  haftea 
his  end,  but  his  fpirit  broken,  his  inward  eftate  darke,- 
wherein  God  did  enable  mee  to  doe  him  fome  fmali  fervice, 
1  hope  he  had  the  root  of  the  matter  in  him  and  is  gone 
home  to  reft.  Your  conculTions  you  have  at  the  colledge 
doe  greatly  grieve  mee,  and  foe  much  the  more  that  noe 
friend  hath  binn  pleafed  to  give  me  a  true  ftate  of  it, 
but  ail  I  gather,  from  them  that  I  fee,  are  wholly  of  one 
fyde  ;  it  caufeth  a  great  rumour  here,  and  is  gieaily  ag- 
gravated to  the  prefidents  reproach,  in  wjfom  I  am  con- 
cerned, for  hee  was  a  member  with  us,  burtt  feems  hath 
joined  himfelfe  with  the  3d  church  at  Boflon,  which  fur- 
prizeih  me,  although  1  doe  judge  his  relation  thereby  to  us* 
is  erazed,  all  that  1  would  fay  iii,  that  it  hath  by  our  New 
England  friends  here  binn  layd  as  a  reproach  upon  all  the 
elders,  yet  1  think  without  caufe ;  for  if  our  letter  bee 
viewed  you  will  nor  find  that  wee  did  recommend  him 
to  bee  your  prefident,  wee  judged  that  too  much  for  us  to 
undertake,  nor  did  wee  excite  him  to  come  or  urge  him 
upon  fuch  hopes  ;  it  was  his  own  eagre  defire  after  it  and 
his  thinking  that  hee  might  bee  ferviceable  there ;  all  wee 
fayd  was, that  fince  hee  was  prepared  to  come  wee  thought 
him  one  that  might  bee  helpfuil  in  your  colledge  vvorke 
and  left  it  with  you  to  judge  how;  if  there  be  any  other 
expreliions,  or  to  the  like  purpofc  of  what  I  mention;  they 

are 
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are  none  of  ours ;  I  hope  the  letter  is  kept,  and  if  yoa 
would  doe  mee  the  favour  to  fend  mee  the  original,  or  a 
true  copy,  I  ihould  returne  it  to  you  again  fafely,  though 
1  had  rather  have  the  original.     1   hope  that  noe  recom- 
mendation of  ours  will  caufe  you  to  continue  him,   if  you 
find  him  unfitt ;  better  hee  fuffer  than  the  glory  of  the 
colledge  bee  mined,  as  is  the  exprefiion  of  feveral  letters 
from  the  very  bed  hands  there.     Jufl  as  I  was  writing 
this,  came  to  hand  yours  of  the  i2ih  of  February  i673» 
wherein  I  have  feme  account  of  the  things  I  am  now  wri- 
ting about,  for  which  I  thanke  you,  and   find  your  candid 
opinion  of  the  Dr's  aftings,  like  to  Mr.  Stoughion's  who 
gave  mee  much  the  fame  fentiments  about  the  matter  of 
fa£l,  but  did  not  inftancein  what  was  charged  againft  him. 
I  hope  God  will  pleas  to  heal  that  breach  or  to  dire6l  you 
to  what  may  bee  mod  for  the  good  of  the  colledge ;  and 
to  add  noe  more  of  that,  the  kind  and  obliging  expreffions 
which  you  are  pleafed  to  ufe  towards  mee  I  returne  }oii 
my  humble  thanks  for,  and  pr^iy  1  may  be  continued  in 
your  love  and  prayers  as  I  defire  to  mind  you   in  mine, 
though  weak  and   fmfull.     Sir,   1  fliall  only   further  ac- 
quaint you  that  Capt.  Peirce  required  a  difcharge  for  the 
whole  fumme,f  and  confidering   the  loo/.  came  not  into 
my  hands,  and*  yet  1  have  charged  myfelfe   with  it  by  a 
general  acquittance  to  him,  1  think  for  my  difcharge  it  is 
but  necefiary  that  1  have,  for  foe  much  paid  by  your  order, 
a  difcharge  from  your  treafurer,  which  I  beg  \ou   to  re- 
member.   This  is  all  at  prefent  but  the  tender  of  my  mod 
humble  fervice  to  you,  from  him  who  is, 

Sir  your  mod  afFe£lionatc  humble  fervant, 

London  April  10. 1674.  J.  C 


Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  John  Knowlcs^  to 
Governour  Leverett. 

London  16  April  1674. 
E^er  honored  Sir, 

IT  is  noe  little  trouble  to  fome  here  to  underftand  that 
you  are  under  fome  indifpofition  of  body,  that  you 
write  to  few  friends  here,  the  Lord  flrengthen  your  heart 
and  hands  in  that  great  worke  which  the  Lord  hath  layd 
before  you.  It  is  very  grievous  to  your  friends  here,  not 
only  to  us  minifters,  but  your  commiiTioners  for  the  col- 
ledge,  to  heare  of  the  great  breach  that  is  made  in  it,  wee 
wonder  at  the  occafion  of  it,  that  they  doe  not  either 
ftrenthen  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hore  that  fo  the  worke  may 
go  on,  or  t\(c  fome  other  able  man  may  be  put  into  the 
place.  For  the  wound  will  widen  by  delays,  and  if  the 
colledge  dye,  the  churches  (fome  judge)  will  not  live  long 
after  it.  Mr.  Penoyer's  meanes  given  to  it,  about  forty 
pounds  per  ann.  1  feare  will  goe  another  way  when  rt 
falls,  if  there  be  noe  colledge;  and  divers  other  intended 
gifts.  Wee  have  fome  money  offered  to  be  payd  for  the 
colledge,  &c.  divers  youths  defire  to  come  over  to  (ludy 
there,  but  I  doe  give  noe  encouragement  to  them  foe  long^ 
as  things  are  in  fuch  a  broken  condition  in  the  colledge. 
Thus  with  my  deare  love  to  yourfelfe  and  good  millrefs 
Leverett,  and  Mr.  Oxenbridge,  1  commend  you  all  w 
God's  bleffing  in  Chriit  Jcfus. 

Sir  your  faithful!  friend  and  fervant, 

John  Knowles. 
Sir,  You  (hall  doe  well  to  fend  us  word  by  your  firfl  fhipp, 
when  wee  have  gotten  your  money,  what  to  fend  i^ 
over  in,  wee  think  glalTeand  nails. 
Let  me  aiTure  you  that  here  is  at  prefent  a  great  deligne 
of  fcote  for  the  regulation  of  New-England,  but  you 
have  no  man  here  ro  prevent  your  trouble  or  fpeake  a 
word  for  you  ;  your  country  ought  to  be  at  fome  charge 

here 
*  Mr.  Knowles  had  been  a  MiaKier  in  New-Ergland,  but  returned 
aad  fettled  ia  England. 
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here,  to  anfwere  for  it,  orclfe  1  clearly  fee  you  never 
(hall  be  long  quiet.  I  pray  you  conceal  my  acquainting 
of  yourfelfe  with  it,  the  tliingeis  true. 
Sir,  I  (hould  have  bcene  aftiamed  to  fcrible  thus  to  fiich  a 
one  as  yourfelfe,  but  I  dare  not  be  wanting  to  my  duty, 
though  my  weaknes  at  prcfent  (as  to  writing)  difinables 
mee,  yet  through  mercy  oiherwife  well.  Oh  !  that  I 
could  fay  foe  of  your  good  friends  Dr.  Owen,  Mr. 
Hooke,  who  are  in  a  languiihing  condition.  1  hope 
Ihortly  wee  (hall  receive  ncare  an  hundred  pounds  for 
the  Colledge,  though  I  was  the  firft  (1  thinke)  that  firll 
moved  Mr.  Doddridge  to  give,  yet  I  will  not  take  it ; 
it  may  be  I  fliall  accept  of  tenn  pounds,  for  1  can  fay  the 
getting  of  it  DOW,  after  nine  years  with-holding  of  it, 
has  coft  mee  many  journeys  to  London  and  fome  money. 


Copy  of  a   Letter   from    Major   Thompfon  to 
Governor  Lcvcrett. 

Sir, 

IUnderftand  by  ray  colln  Peter  Sergeant,  who  hath  a 
good  quantity  of  powder  of  myne  in  his  hands,  that 
the  authority  of  your  collony  refufed  to  let  him  fell  it, 
when  he  had  good  opportunitys,  for  my  advantage,  by 
which  meanes  its  like  to  prove  a  greate  lofe  to  me.  It  ic. 
be  foe,  1  delire  you  will  feriouily  confider  whether  the 
collony  is  not  to  make  me  reparation,  by  taking  the  pow- 
der at  the  rares  he  might  have  fould  it.  And  firil  I  mull 
lell  you,  in  fa6l,  its  what  his  Majefty  doth  here,  for  fince  the 
war  our  falpeter  did  rife  confiderably  to  tranfporre,  his 
Ivlajefty  prohibited  the  exportation  and  paid  us  the  fame 
price  to  a  farthing,  reddy  money,  that  we  could  have  fould 
it  for,  and  hath  the  peter  dill  in  his  (lores.  And  though 
particular  perfons  mufl:  fubmit  to  the  pubiique,  yet  where 
there  is  a  damage  the  pubiique  is  better  able,  and  in  con- 

fcieace 
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fcience  ought  to  heare  it,  it  being  but  little  to  each  particu- 
lar perfon  when  the  whole  beares  it,  but  heavy  where  one 
bearesit;  and  iF  there  be  a  benefit,  as  undoubtedly  it  was 
judged,  the  whole  did  pcrtake  of  it,  which  they  ought  to 
doc  at  iheire  owne  charge  and  not  at  mine.  Befidcs  in- 
deed, 1  rhinke  it  good  pollecy  to  incouredg  your  having 
ftore  in  your  country  of  that  commodity,  in  cafe  of  need, 
which  the  reflraining  the  free  difpofe  of  it  will  hinder ; 
though  as  a  lover  of  your  country  I  mufl  fay  it  were  your 
intereft  to  make  it  there.  Sir,  I  appeale  to  you  for 
juftice  and  defire  you  will  fee  me  righted. 

There  has  been  much  difcourfe  and  complaint  about 
Mr.  Gorges's  patten t ;  it  were  good  if  fuch  things  were 
taken  up,  lead  in  the  future  they  prove  prejudicial!.  If 
the  country  would  buyc  out  their  claime  it  may  be  done, 
or  if  you  could  propound  how  their  title  might  anfwer  the 
difburfe  of  the  money,  I  fhould  joine  with  others  or  doe. 
it  my  felf,  but  being  wholly  ignorant  of  the  thing  have 
refufed  any  difcourfe  with  the  proprieters,  though  have 
binn  often  invited  to  it.  Pray  let  me  have  your  thoughts 
about  it,  which  will  much  governc  mee. 

Your  affectionate  humble  fervant, 

Rob.  Thomfon, 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Major  Thomfon  to 
Governor  Levcrett. 

London,  this  4th  June  1674. 
Sir, 

I  Formerly  wrote  unto  you  about  my  fulTering  in  my 
powder,  in  which  1  hope  you  will  fee  mee  righted ; 
fince  which,  being  at  the  corporation  for  the  propagateing 
the  gofpel  amongd  the  Indians,  I  found  the  commiflioners 
letter  did  not  incoredge  the  fending  any  ilocke  into  ihe 
country,  but  upon  confideration  amongd  themfelves  have 
at  laft  rcfolved  to  fend  fome,  remitting  it  into  the  hands  of 

G  g  Mr. 
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Mr.  John  Richards  and  Mr.  Percr  Sergeant,  to  be  Im- 
proved for  that  worke.  If  you  plcafe  to  advife  wiih 
them  and  others,  and  find  a  way  of  certain  improvement 
by  buying  lands,  mortgages  or  other  fccurity,  1  am  confi- 
dent the  corporation  may  be  inclined  to  goe  in  debt  here 
to  remitta  good  foraeover.  And  indeed  if  you  had  my 
apprehenfions  of  things  you  would  endcaver  it. 

And  now  to  rerurne  to  what  1  began  with.  1  ara  per- 
fwaded  your  country  will  afford  good  pc^er  and  it  would 
be  your  advantage  to  make  powder  yourfelves  and  in  the 
mean  time  to  have  a  ftore  by  you,  that  you  may  not  be 
in  ftraights,  upon  any  fudden  breach.  1  wifli  I  may  not 
be  a  prophet  (as  I  have  binn  twice  to  fome  amongfl  you) 
in  this,  that  I  feare  another  warre.  Upon  which  account, 
had  I  had  the  freedom  of  the  difpofe  of  the  commodity, 
or  that  the  country  would  have  bought  it  now  its  cheape, 
1  fliould  have  fent  a  large  fupply  this  yeare,  but  now  for- 
beare  untel  I  heare  from  you,  and  may  then  doe  it,  if  the 
doar  be  open.    So  reds 

Your  affectionate  fervant, 

Rob.  Thomfon, 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Robert  Boyle,  Efq;  about 
New-England,   July  1674. 

Sir, 

WHEN  you  fee  any  of  the  principall  magiflrates  of 
N.  E.  you  will  oblige  me  to  take  an  occifion  to 
let  them  know,  that  whereas,  fome  months  agoe,  I  received 
from  feverall  of  them  a  letter  apolegeticall,  concerning 
anfwers  to  mifreprcfentations  that  they  feared  had  bin  made 
of  their  affections  and  adlions,  I  had  a  juft  fenfe  of  the 
honor  they  were  pleafed  to  do  me,  and  ufed  my  endeavours, 
perhaps  not  altogether  unfuccefsfully,  to  have  the  parti- 
culars they  alledge  for  themfelves  taken  notice  of  by  thofe 
two  or  three  perfons  of  our  court  iu  whofe  good  opinion 

ic 
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It  moft  concerns  them  to  fland  right.  Though  I  think 
that  it  would  be  much  more  iheir  advanrage  to  fend  or 
appoint  fome  competent  perfon  here,  to  folicite  and  ma- 
fiage  their  concerns  on  all  emergent  occafions. 

The  forementioned  account  of  my  endeavours  to  ferve 
them  I  defire  Ihould  rather  be  given  by  you  than  imme* 
diately  by  me;  becaufe,  being  here  in  a  private  capacity, 
as  their  friends  and  mine  thought  it  unadvifable  I  (hould 
(hew  their  letter  to  his  Majefty  himfelf,  fo  1  thought  it 
did  not  become  me,  in  fuch  times,  to  prefume,  without 
exprefs  leave,  to  write  directly  to  the  colooyes. 


Copy  of  t  Letter    from    Mr.  John   Collins  to 
Governor  Levcrett, 

Sir, 

I  Hope  myne  with  the  papers  I  fent  you  are  long  be- 
fore this  time  come  to  your  hand,  wherein  you  will 
fee  what  I  have  to  write  concerning  yourfclves,  and 
alfoe  the  general  ftate  of  things  amongft  us,  glad  1  am  I 
have  nothing  more  to  add  in  relation  to  yourfelves,  fave 
only  that,  fmce  1  wrote  lafl,  there  hath  been  a  propofitioa 
of  alienating  by  the  proprietors  the  province  of  Mayn  and 
what  you  call  New-Hamp(hyre  to  the  King,  to  make  an 
intcreft  of  it  to  the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  and  it  is  propofed 
that  he  fhould  fend  a  governor  to  rayfe  to  himfelfc  a  re- 
vcnew  from  it.  I  hope  it  will  come  to  nothing.  He 
that  was  all  agog  to  goe  governor  thither,  I  had  him  dealt 
withall  by  a  friend  and  fuch  difcouragements  layd  before 
him,  and  the  ridiculoufnes  of  hoping  for  fuch  a  revenue  as 
was  propofed  of  5000/.  a  year,  or  more,  to  the  Duke,  that 
I  think  it  is  layd  afide.  To  be  fure  1  (liall,  by  the  lafl 
fiiips,  to  which  1  refer  my  larger  letters  to  you,  give  you 
a  further  account  of  that  or  any  thing  elfe  that  (hall  con- 
ccrnc  you,  but  I  judge  you  have  licilc  rcafon  to  expefi-  aoy 
G  g  ^^  ^  '  gre-it 
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great  diflurbance  here,  1  fuppofe  iheir  owne  affayres  arc 
too  weigliry  to  mind  yours  much,  at  prefenr,  and  my  bu- 
finefs  is  (oe  mu(.h  as  ^har  if  I  write  twice  a  year,  more 
largely,  to  you,  yoa  mud  excufe  me  (the  emergent  pro* 
Tidences  :hat  mny  fignitye  an)  thing  to  you  1  always  ex- 
cept, to  which  I  fli.ill  not  be  v.anrmg)  ro  the  returnc 
therefore  of  the  laft  lliips  I  (liall  rckr  a  laiger  letter:  I 
hope  you  will  fee  the  loo/.  payd  according  to  your  order, 
aud  will  underdand  the  agreement  I  have  made  with  Mr, 
Rufli worth  tor  3  guineys  a  quarter,  with  ail  contingent 
charges,  which  1  Ibail  conrinue.  though  as  yet  tiiere  hath 
bin  noe  fervice  done  for  it,  but  1  fhall  follow  your  order, 
till  either  you  remand  it  or  I  fee  betrer  reafon  to  the  con- 
trary. I  (hall  only  add,  that  there  may  be  fomewhat 
more  confiderable,  as  to  the  publique,  by  the  lad  returnc 
of  the  Ihips,  which  Khali  either  by  writing  or  prints  fend 
you  ;  lome  d:irs  are  in  Scotland  about  the  late  impofjtions, 
which  what  they  will  produce  time  will  fliew ;  fomewhat 
I  (hall  fend  you  by  the  next ;  their  parliament  is  defolved 
and  the  nation  in  a  fcui  vy  temper  ;  whether  ours  will 
meet  again  next  feafon  appointed  I  know  not,  much  de- 
pends upon  it ;  I  am  now  at  the  waters  lor  my  health, 
from  whence  1  now  write.  I  received  two  diort  ones 
from  you  fince  I  lad  fent;  to  which  there  needs  noe  an- 
fwer,  you  have  found  it  in  my  former,  only  I  congratulate 
for  the  peoples  fake  rather  than  your  owne  their  renewed 
Choyce  of  their  governor,  and  am  forry  they  fliould  in  au- 
thority not  yet  have  their  eyes  opened  to  fee  the  vanity 
and  fruitlefnes  of  any  profecuting  quakers,  or  others,  who 
are  otherwife  peaceable.  I  pray  God  fcill  continue  you 
ufefull,  as  to  making  up  breaches  there  in  church  and  date. 
As  to  what  you  intimate  about  the  removing  of  the  Dr. 
jn  reference  to  the  colledge,  1  think,  neither  myfelfe  or 
others  are  any  further  concerned  than  to  be  forry  fuch  a 
breach  hath  binn  under  his  hand,  and  to  beg  of  God  to 
dire6l  you  in  a  right  choyce.  1  am, 

Your  mod  aire<^ionare  humble  fervant, 

July  28.  1674.  J'  ^' 

Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from   William  Goffe,  one  of 
King  Charles  the  firft's  Judges^  to  his  Wife. 

Mod  dear  and  honored  Mother, 

ON  the  23d  July  I  received  yours  of  the  29th  March 
1674,  wi:h  the  incloied  that  (hould  have  come  laft 
ye.^r,  hoping  you  have  alfo  by  this  time  received  mine  of 
the  21(1  May  laft,   which  informs  you  how  it  vias  thea 
with  myfelfeand  your  old  friend  Mr.  R.^  and  that  I  \\rote 
largely  to  yourfelfe  and  dear  Mis.  Jaines,  in  O^lober  laft, 
which  I  perceive  you  have  not  received,  which  I  am  very 
forry  for ;  but  i(  hath  been  a  great  mercy  that  all  my  former 
letters  came  fafely  to  your  hands,  and  as  for  thofe,  know- 
ing the  hazard  of  their  mifcarriage  by  rcafon  of  the  warres, 
I  kept  the  coppyes  of  them,  and   for  your  further  faiis- 
fa(SliQn  I  have  again  tranfcribed.   that  you  may  fee  I  was 
not  unmindful!  of  my  duty  in  writing  to  you  and  anfwer- 
ing  your  defire  of  my  advice  concerning  my  iifter  Fr.f  of 
whofe  difpofall  in  marriage  you  have  now  given  me  rlie 
account,  fo  far  as  you  conceive  you  could,   and   1  believe 
are  longing  to  underftand  my  thoughts  of  ir.     Dea^  mo- 
ther, you  are  pleafcd  to  fay  well,  that  you  gave  mc  m 
account  how  it  hath  pleafed  the  Lord  to  difpofe  of  her,  eca 
It  is  indeed  the  Lord,  who  is  her  heavenly   father,  :l,ac 
hath  difpofed  of  her  and  provided  this  hufband  for  ner, 
and  therefore,  iho  he  be  unknowne  to  me,  1  do  believe  he 
is  the  fitteft  perfon  in  the  veorld  for  her,  and  ih^t  (he  like- 
wife   is  the  moft  meet  help  for   him.     I  remember  i"  . 
former  letter  (o  yourfelfe,  when  you  defired.my  ti  t 
in  a  matter  concerning  her,    I  tould  you   I   was  cci.    ■ 
the  Lord  would  take  care  of  her  and  in  due  time  p 
a  hufbind   for  her,  and   now   he  hath  done  it,  il:  ' 
queftion  whether  he  hath  done  it  well?    No,    I  dau 
do  if.  It  is  a  irpeat  fuisfaftion  to  me  that  you  fough 
Lord,  and  tooke  advife  of  our  dear  and  chriftian  fr-cn 
and  that  my  fyfter  was  guided  in  her  choyfe  by  youifelr 
G  g  3  au^ 

*  Whaley.  f  ^is  daughter  Frances. 
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and  them,  and  define  with  you  to  blcffe  the  Lord  that  hath 
provided  fo  well  for  her,  and  (liall  not  ceafe  to  pray  night 
and  day  on  their  behalfe,  that  the  Lord  will  be  pleafcd  to 
make  them  great  bleffings  to  each  orher,  and  that  this  new 
condition  may  be,  every  way  and  all  ways,  comfortable  to 
them  both,  ior  as  ypu  very  traely  fay,  it  will  be  as  the 
Lord  (hall  be  plealed  to  make  it.  1  pray  remember  my 
moft  tender  and  aiFe6lionate  love  to  them  both,  and  tell 
them  that  1  greatly  long  to  fee  them  ;  but  fince  that  can- 
not be  at  prefent,  you  may  aiTurc  them  that  whilfl  they 
fliall  make  it  their  great  worke  to  love  the  Lord  Jefus  in 
fjnceriiy,  and  love  one  another  dearly  for  Chriit's  fake, 
and  to  carry  it  with  tender  love  and  dutyfuil  rcfpe6l  to 
yoiirfelfe,  I  fliall  efteem  it  my  ducy  to  love  and  pray,  and 
acl  faith  for  them  as  if  they  were  my  own  children,  being 
Dot  otherwifeable  at  rhisdiilance  to  be  helpful)  to  them. 
Dear  mother,  that  yourfelFe  and  all  friends  did  fo  well  ap* 
prove  the  match  gives  much  content  to  my  heart,  and  I 
befeech  you  not  to  give  way  to  any  recoyiings  that  may 
arife  in  your  own  fpirit ;  do  not  fay,  as  to  the  world,  my 
(ifler  might  have  done  much  better,  the  Lord  knowcs 
■what  is  bed  for  us,  and  curs ;  it  may  be  that  which  wee 
may  chink  would  have  been  better  might  have  proved 
much  worfe.  Thefe  are  dying  times,  wherein  the  Lord 
hath  htzcn  and  is  brec^king  down  what  he  hath  built,  snd 
plucking  tip  what  he  hath  planted,  and  therefore  it  is  not 
a  time  to  be  feekeing  great  things  for  ourfelves.  Let  us 
read  the  45th  chap,  of  Jeremiah,  and  ^pply  to  ourfelves 
^har  'he  Loid  there  fpeakes  to  Baruch,  and  account  it  a 
great  mercy  if  he  give  us  our  lives  for  a  prey,  and  bring 
us  again  to  iee  the  faces  one  of  another  with  comfort. 
The  things,  that  Baruch  is  dehorted  from  feeking,  wer^ 
worldly  thin{j;5,  why  then  are  they  called  great  things  ? 
Surely  the  Lord  fpeakes  it  onely  according  to  the  efteem 
that  we  are  too  apt  to  have  of  them-,  for  the  worlds  great 
things  are  indeed  and  in  truth  but  poor  little  things,  an4 
the  fair.ts  fnoiild  looke  down  upon  them  with  conterflpt, 
snd  Ihm  themfelves  to  b^  pi  high  r^^jfedl  fpirits,  feeking 
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things  truly  great,  as  our  Lord  himfelfe  do  h  exhort  u?, 
Mat.  6.  gg.  But  fceke  you  firrt:  the  kingdom  oF  God  and 
his  righteoufnefle,  as  if  he  had  fdidc,  for  they  are  great 
things,  worthy  your  affe<5lionate  endeavours,  and  as  for  ail 
thefe  little  things  which  gentiles  fo  earncllly  purfue,  they 
(hall  be  added  unto  you  fo  far  as  your  heavenly  father 
knoweth  that  you  have  need  of  them.  My  poor  fifler 
begins  her  houfekeeping  at  a  time  when  trading  is  low, 
and  all  provifions  dear,  and  I  cannot  but  pitty  her  in  that 
refpe^l.  I  hope  (he  will  not  be  difcouraged  nor  her  huf- 
band  neither,  but  for  prevention  I  defire  them  to  conflder 
fcrioufly  and  to  a£i  faith  upon  that  mod  excellent  counceli 
our  Lord  delivered  with  authority  in  his  fermon  on  the 
mount,  Mat.  6th  from  the  24th  ver.  to  the  end  of  the 
chapter.  I  cannot  but  be  full  of  longings  to  heare  how 
the  Lord  haih  dealt  with  her  in  her  lying  in,  but  1  doubt 
not  you  will  take  the  firfl  opportunity  to  inform  us  of  if, 
in  the  mean  time  I  dial!  endeavour  to  (lay  myfelfe  upon 
the  promife  made  to  childe-bearing  women,  i  Tim.  2.  15, 
Dear  mother,  I  have  been  hethcrto  congratulating  my 
newly  marryed  fyfler,  but  I  mud  now  turn  afide  to  drop 
a  few  tears  upon  the  hcarfe  of  her  that  is  deceafed,  whofc 
loffe  I  cannot  choofe  but  lament  with  tears,  and  fo  fhare 
with  you  in  all  the  providences  of  God  towards  us ;  but 
my  dear  mother,  let  me  not  hereby  be  the  occaflon  of  re- 
Dewing  your  griefe,  for  I  doubt  not  but  you  have  grieved 
enough,  if  not  too  much,  allready.  Let  us  confider  how 
gracioufly  the  Lord  dcales  with  us  (as  for  my  dear  fyller, 
(bee  is  got  beyond  our  pitty,  we  need  not  lament  for  her 
fake,  but  rather  rejoyce  that  (liee  is  at  red  in  the  bofom  of 
Chrid)  who  whiled  he  is  taking  from  us  with  one  hand, 
gives  double  with  the  other.  He  hath  added  one  to  your 
family  on  whom  1  hope  you  may  fet  that  motherly  afFedlioa 
as  if  he  were  your  own  fon,  and  I  hope  hath  before  this 
time  alfo  made  you  to  rejoyce  in  the  fruit  of  my  fyders 
womb  J  and  fliall  not  we  fay  with  Job,  the  Lord  hath  gi- 
ven,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken,  blefl'ed  be  the  name  of  the 
Lord.     But  oh  how  apt  are  wee  10  murmur,  if  the  Lord 

G  g  4  do 
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do  in  any  thing  difpleafe  us,  but  what  a  (hame  it  were  that 
we  (hould  be  difpleafed  at  any  thing  which  God  doth  ? 
Who  are  wee,  that  wee  fhould  fet  our  corrupt  wills  in  op- 
poiition  10  his  mod  holy  and  blefled  will.  It  is  blefled 
counfell  ihar  a  reverend  minifter  of  the  gofpell  gives,  who 
had  been  in  the  fchoole  of  affli6lion,  that  I  lately  met  with 
in  a  printed  booke  of  his,  I  pray  you  (faith  he)  drink  in 
that  notion,  viz.  That  the  will  of  God  being  pure,  holy, 
perfe<5l,  yea  God  himfelfe,  (hould  not  onely  be  fubmitted 
to,  or  refled  in,  but  loved  and  chofen  above  all  creatures, 
yea  above  life  itfelfe,  the  beft  of  creatures.  Would  wee 
but  once  learne  this  lefTon  (which  the  Lord  is,  1  hope, 
teaching  of  us  by  all  his  dealings  with  us)  and  help  us  (as 
you  fay  fweerly  in  your  letter)  to  fee  love  in  all  his  dif^ 
penfations^,  there  could  nothing  come  amiffe  to  us. 

Dear  mother,  I  perceive,  when  you  wrote  laft,  you  were 
upon  a  remove  from  thofe  dear  friends  with  whome  you 
then  fojourned,  I  hope  the  Lord  guided  you  to  that  mo- 
tion, and  fhall  long  to  hear  where  you  fettle  ;  in  the  mean 
time,  it  is  my  comfort  that  the  Lord  tells  all  your  wan- 
drings,  and  receives  all  your  tears  into  his  bottle,  and  will 
not  faile  to  dire<51:  all  your  (leps,  till  he  hath  given  you  a 
fafe  condudl  through  your  wearyfome  pilgrimage,  and  at 
the  end  thereof  open  unto  you  an  abundant  entrance  into 
thofe  manfions  that  are  prepared  for  you  in  our  fathers 
houfe,  where  you  (hall  be  at  reft  in  the  bofom,e  of  Chrift 
for  ever. 

Your  old  friend,  Mr.  R.  is  yet  living,  but  continues  in 
that  weake  condition  of  which  I  formerly  have  given  you 
account,  and  have  not  now  much  to  add.  He  is  fcarce 
capable  of  any  rationall  difcourfe,  his  underftanding,  me-? 
mory  and  fpeech  doth  fo  much  faile  him,  and  feems  not 
to  take  much  notice  of  any  thing  that  is  either  done  or 
faid,  but  patiently  bears  all  things  and  never  complaines 
qf  any  thing,  tho'  I  feare  it  is  fome  trouble  to  him  that 
he  haih  had  no  letter  of  a  long  time  from  his  cozen  Rich, 
but  fpeakes  not  one  word  concerning  it,  nor  any  thing 
YOU  wrpte  of  in  your  {a(l,  Gudy,  ^fter  J  b^ad  f^^d  your 
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letters  to  him,  being  afked  whether  it  was  not  a  great  rc- 
freftimeDt  to  him  to  hear  fuch  a  gracious  fpirit  breathing 
in  your  letters,  he  faid  it  was  none  of  hi^:  leaf!  comforts, 
and  indeed  he  fcarce  fpcakes  any  thing  but  in  anfwer  to 
queftions  when  they  are  put  to  him,  which  arc  not  of  many 
kinds,  hecaufe  he  is  not  capable  to  anfwer  them  ;  the  com- 
mon and  very  frequent  queftion  is  to  know  how  he  doth, 
and  his  anfwer,  for  the  mofl  parr,  is,  very  well,  I  praife 
God,  which  he  utters  with  a  very  low  and  weake  voyce  ; 
but  fometimes  he  faith,  not  very  well,  or  very  ill,  and  then 
if  it  be  further  faid,  do  >ou  feele  any  pain  any  where,  10 
that  he  allwaies  anfwereth,no;  when  he  wants  any  thing 
he  cannot  well  fpeake  for  it,  becaufe  he  forgets  the  name 
of  it,  and  fometimes  afks  for  one  thing  when  he  meanes 
another,  fo  that  his  eye  or  his  finger  is  oftentimes  a  better 
interpreter  of  his  mind  than  his  tounge;  bur  his  ordinary 
wants  are  fo  well  known  to  us,  that  molt  of  them  are  fup- 
plyed  without  afking  or  making  fignes  for  ihem,  and  fome 
help  he  flands  in  need  of  in  every  thing  to  which  any 
motion  is  required,  having  not  been  able,  of  a  long  time, 
to  dreiTe  or  undreffe  himfelfe,  nor  to  feed,  or  eafe  nature 
either  way,  orderly,  without  help,  and  its  a  great  mercy  to 
him  that  he  hath  a  friend  that  takes  plcafure  in  being 
helpfull  to  him,  and  I  blefle  the  Lord  that  gives  me  fuch 
a  good  meafure  of  health  and  (trpngth,  and  an  opportunity 
and  a  heart  to  ufe  it  in  fo  good  and  necefTary  a  worke; 
for  I  ho'  my  help  be  but  poor  and  weake,  yet  that  ancient 
fervant  of  Chriil  could  not  well  fubfifl:  without  it,  and  1 
do  believe,  as  you  are  pleafed  to  fay  very  well,  that  I  do 
enjoy  the  more  health  for  his  fake.  I  have  fometimes 
wondered  much  at  this  difpenfation  of  the  Lord  towards 
him,  and  have  fome  expecSlations  of  more  than  ordinary 
iiTue;  the  Lord  help  us  to  profit  by  all,  and  to  waitc  with 
patience  upon  him,  till  we  Ihail  fee  what  end  he  will  make 
With  us.  Thus  farr  I  write  of  myfelfe,  I  (hall  now  afk 
him  what  he  would  have  me  to  fay  to  his  friends  concern- 
ing him.  The  quefiion  being  ailced,  he  faith,  I  am  better 
^'lan  1  was.  And  being  aiked  what  I  ilaould  fay  more  to 

his 
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his  cozen  R.  or  any  other  friends,  after  a  long  pauze,  he 
again  faide,  the  Lord  hath  vifitted  me  in  much  mercy,  and 
hath  anfwcred  his  vifitation  upon  me.  (I  give  it  you  in 
his  own  words.)  Bciog  defirous  to  draw  more  from  him, 
I  propofed  (everall  queftions  and  the  fume  of  his  anfwers 
Were,  that  he  earneftly  defires  the  continuance  of  the 
fervent  prayers  of  all  his  friends  for  him,  and  defires  to  be 
remembered  to  hi>  cozen  Rich  and  longs  to  receive  a  let- 
ter from  her,  and  defires  her  to  exhort  her  fon  and  daugh- 
ters, his  dear  cozens,  to  fear  God,  and  to  be  remembered 
to  her  aunt  at  Chclfey,  praying  that  the  Lord  will  requite 
all  her  great  love,  as  alfo  to  be  remembred  to  Mrs.  Jaine« 
and  her  good  hufband,  to  whom  alfo  he  thinkes  himfclfe 
greatly  obliged  for  their  great  love,  and  in  particular  for 
Mrs.  Jaines  her  care  of  poor  Nol.  defiring  her  to  continue 
the  fame ;  as  atfo  to  be  remembred  to  yourfelfe,  and  wifh* 
eth  Frank  much  comfort  in  her  new  condition,  and  faith 
he  (hall  not  ceafc  to  pray  for  you  and  all  yours.  This  is 
written  on  the  6ih  of  Auguft,  but  I  know  not  when  I 
fhall  have  opportunity  to  fend  to  Boflon,  it  may  be  there- 
fore before  I  fend  away  my  letter  1  may  have  fomething 
more  to  add  concerning  him. 

Thus  far  I  proceeded  yefterday,  but  night  coming  on 
and  having  fomething  elfe  to  do,  1  could  proceed  no  fur- 
ther, and  fo  laid  afide  my  paper,  intending  this  morning  to 
finifli  (if  the  Lord  pleafed)  my  anfwer  to  yours  of  the  29th 
March.  But  now  my  firfl  worke  mud  be  to  tell  you  that, 
thro'  the  great  goodnefleof  God,  I  did  alfo  laft  night,  after 
fupper,  receive  your  welcome  letter  of  the  8th  of  May 
(Franks  birthday)  wherein  you  let  me  know  that  you 
have  alfo  received  mine  of  the  2d  of  O£lober  lail,  at  fuch 
a  feafon,  which  made  it  the  more  refreiliing  to  you,  which 
is  a  great  fatisfa£lion  and  comfort  to  me,  for  which  I  defire 
to  bleffe  the  Lord  ;  but  it  would  have  been  the  more  full 
if  you  had  but  faid,  with  the  inclofed  to  dear  Mrs.  Jaines, 
which  I  have  lately  tranfcribed,  together  with  your  owne, 
from  theoriginalls,  wiih  a  purpofe  to  have  fent  them  with 
this,  but  I  fliall  fend  neither,  for  I  have  good  hopes  that 

boib 
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both  were  received,  for  I  caDnot  but  think  when  you  com^ 
plained  that  the  dore  of  your  houfe  was  opened,  if  halfc 
of  your  goods  had  been  taken  away  you  would  have  made 
mention  of  it ;  for  your  own  letter  was  both  the  houfc 
and  invcuiorie  of  all  the  goods  contained  in  it. 

Dear  Mother,  it  is  alfo  a  great  comfort  to  rae  to  hear 
ihat  the  Lord  was  gracioully  pleafed  to  appear  on  my  dear 
/yders  behalfe  in  theneedfuil  hour,  and  defirc  with  you  to 
biefle  the  Lord  for  that  great  mercy,  and  I  heartily  ihankc 
you  for  giving  me  fo  quick  a  notice  of  it.  Dear  mother, 
it  was  likewife  a  great  mercy  that  the  Lord  was  pleafed 
{o  far  to  fatisfie  your  defire  as  to  fhew  you  the  fruite  of 
her  wombe  and  to  make  you  the  joyfull  grandmother  of 
a  fon,  and  tho'  it  hath  pleafed  the  Lord  fo  foon  to  tranf- 
plant  him  from  the  militant  to  the  triumphant  church,  yet 
it  may  be  a  great  comfort  to  yourfelfe  and  my  dear  fyfter, 
that  from  your  wombs  hath  proceeded  the  increafe  to  the 
miiticall  body  of  Jefus  Chriil,  and  reckon  it  a  mercy  that 
xhe  Lord  being  purpofed  to  take  him  from  you  in  his  in- 
fancy, was  pleafed  (that  it  might  be  the  more  eafy  to  you) 
to  do  it  before  it  had  much  time  to  take  deep  root  in  your 
affef^ions,  for  I  do  believe  the  longer  yourfclves  and  his 
other  rdarions  had  enjoyed  him  the  harder  it  would  have 
been  to  us  all  to  have  parted  with  him  :  But  what  flialiwe 
fay  more?  It  may  be  fuch  confiderations  as  thefe  are  too 
felfifli,  it  is  enough  to  compofe  the  hearts  of  the  children  of 
God  under  every  providence, to  fay,  it  is  the  Lord  that  hath 
done  ir,our  loving  and  tender  hearted  infinitely  wife  Father 
hath  declared  his  royailpleafure,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  fub- 
mit  to  ir,  yea  to  rejoyce  in  it  (for  ir  is  mod  meet  he  (hould 
difpofc  of  us  and  ours  as  (hall  feem  good  in  his  fight)  and 
to  apply  ourfelves  to  learn  the  leiTons  he  would  teach  us 
thereby,  and  among  the  reft  that  is  none  of  the  leaft  which 
you  mention,  to  get  our  hearts  weaned  from  creature 
comforts  and  to  live  upon  himfelfe  as  our  allfufficient  foul 
fatisfying  portion  ;  and  let  my  dear  brother  and  fyfter  re- 
member what  the  H.  G.  faith,  Lam.  3.  27.  It  is  good  for 
9  iam  that  b^  bear  ihc  ycke  in  his  vouth.     Dear  mother, 
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I  pray,  in  your  next,  fpe^ke  a  little  more  fully  concerning 
his  godlinefle,  for  you  (ay  nothing  to  that,  except  by  the 
phraifeof  a  very  honed  man,  you  mean  a  very  godly  man, 
as  I  hope  you  do;  for  you  give  the  lame  epethiie  to  that 
good  man  (whofe  word  you  tooke  concerning  him)  of 
whom  another  friend  faith  that  he  Is  a  very  godly  man, 
aged  and  wife,  &c.  I  pray,  remember  my  dear  love  to 
fyfter  Judeth,  and  teil  her  from  me  flie  muft  now  be  a 
very  good  childe,  and  labour  to  know  the  God  of  her  fa- 
ther and  ferve  him  with  a  perfcfl  heart  and  with  a  willing 
mind,  i  Chr.  i8.  9.  and  leaving  to  grieve  for  her  fyfter 
and  nephew  that  are  at  reft  with  God,  drive  with  all  her 
might  to  be  a  comfort  to  her  poor  affli£led  mother,  who 
is  contefting  with  the  difEcukics  and  temptations  of  an 
evil  world.  I  humbly  thanke  you  for  your  motherly 
love  and  care  for  me,  in  your  being  fo  defirous  to  fupply 
my  wants ;  and  becaufe  you  are  pleafed  to  lay  your  com- 
mands upon  me,  I  (hall  make  bould,  when  I  need  your 
hdp  in  that  kind,  to  write  to  you  for  it.  There  is  yet  a 
little  meale  in  the  barrel  and  oyle  in  the  cruife.  The 
greateft  thing  I  need  is  a  heart  to  abide  patiently  in  this 
condition  untill  it  be  expended.  1  cannot  but  account  ic 
a  great  mercy  that  in  thefe  hard  times  you  iliould  be  able 
to  be  (o  helpfull  to  your  poor  children  ;  but  I  befeech  you 
let  not  your  love  to  them  make  you  to  forget  yourfelfe,  in 
parting  with  what  is  neceflary  for  your  own  comfort  in 
your  old  age.  Dear  mother,  you  fay  you  find  nature 
greatly  decaying  in  you,  and  therefore  defire  prayers  that 
grace  may  be  ftrengthened,  &c.  It  cannot  be  otherwife 
expelled  but  that  as  age  comes  on  nature  will  decay  ;  but 
I  befeech  you  preferve  it  what  you  can,  and  take  heed  of 
immoderate  griefes,  or  whatfoever  elfe  may  be  prejudicidll 
fo  your  health,  which  you  are  able  to  avoyde,  and  when 
you  have  done  all  you  can,  if  you  ftill  perceive  the  out- 
ward m.an  perifhing,  yet  faint  not,  for  I  do  believe,  through 
the  faithfulneffe  of  God,  your  inward  man  (liall  be  re- 
newed day  by  day,  2  Cor.  4.  16.  I  blefle  the  Lord,  tho' 
I  cannot  deny  but  I  feelc;  wich  yoU;  thedccayes  of  nature, 

yet 


COLLECTION    of    PAPERS-      4^1 

yet  I  have  and  do  enjoy  a  connpetent  meafure  of  health  and 
ilrength,  and  beg  your  pardon  if  I  have  been  too  flow  in 
acqaainting  you  with  and  giving  you  the  comfort  of  it.  I 
thanke  you  for  what  you  have  written  concerning  thofe 
relarions  1  defired  to  heare  of;  and  the  rather  becaufc  you 
fay  J  ou  cannor  write  much,  through  the  weaknefle  of  your 
eyes,  and  1  rcare  it  may  hurt  them  to  read  thefc  long  let- 
ters, for  I  defire  ycu  firft  to  reade  and  then  feale  and  de- 
liver the  inclofcci  to  my  honored  and  dear  friend  D.  G. 
with  my  belt  refpeiJ^s  to  him  and  his  dear  wife.  My  dear 
mother,  I  reo  niir.end  to  you  the  counfell  and  promifc 
given  to  the  Philipians^chap.  4.  4,  5,  6,  7.  and  let  me  in- 
ireat  you  to  rejoyce  in  the  Lord  aivpay,  and  again  I  fay 
rejoyce  ;  and  1  befeech  you  remember  that  weake  eyes  are 
made  weaker  by  too  much  weeping.  Pray  take  heed  you 
do  not  hurtyourfelfe  thereby. 

But  alalTe  1  fee  my  paper  is  allmofl  done  and  I  rauft 
yet  referve  a  little  rome  for  a  poftfcript,  therefore  (hoping 
I  have  not  forgotten  any  materiall  thing  Ifliould  write  of) 
I  am  forced  here  to  breake  off  abruptly,  and  with  my 
moll:  affe^iionare  remembrances  to  all  friends  as  if  I  named 
ihem,  defiring  the  continuance  of  your  and  their  fervent 
prayers,  1  recommend  you  and  my  dear  brother  and  fiftcrs 
10  the  tender  warchfull  care  of  him  who  hath  borne  us 
from  the  bcliy  and  carry ed  us  from  the  wombe,  and  will 
be  our  God  and  guide  unto  death.  I  am,  dear  mother, 
'    Your  moft  affe£lionate  and  dutifull  fon, 

W.  G. 

Now,  my  dear  mother,  give  me  leave  in  a  poftfcript  to  be 
a  little  merry  with  you,  and  yet  ferious  too.  There  is 
one  word  in  one  of  your  letters  that  founds  fo  harlhly, 
and  looks  fo  unrowardly,  that  I  cannot  tell  well  how  to 
read  or  looke  upon  it,  and  I  know  not  how  to  write  it, 
and  yet  I  muft,  though  I  croffe  it  out  againc.  1  ftip- 
pofeyoudoby  this  time  fufEciently  wonder  what  will 
follow;  but  the  matter  is  this,  after  you  had  given  me 
a  loving  account  of  a  bufineire  wherein  you  have  done 
your  bed;  you  were  pleafed  to  fay,  that  if  I  lliould  be 

angry 
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sngry  you  had  many  to  beare  wrth  yon,  &c.  Raft  a&* 
gcr,  I  confefTe,  is  a  burthen  that  needs  more  (boulder? 
than  one  to  beare  it;  for  Solomon  faith,  a  flone  is 
heavy  and  the  fand  weighty,  but  a  fools  wrath  is  hea- 
vier than  them  both.  But  oh,  my  dear  mother,  ho\;r 
could  you  feare  fuch  a  thing  from  raeP  Yourfelfc 
knoweth  1  never  yet  fpakc  an  angry  word  to  you,  nay 
I  hope  1  may  fay  (without  taking  the  name  of  God  ia 
vain)  the  Lord  knoweth  I  never  conceived  an  angry 
thought  towards  you,  nor  do  I  now,  nor  I  hope  never 
fliall,  and  in  fo  faying  I  do  not  commend  myfelFe,  for 
you  never  gave  me  the  lead  caufe,  neither  have  you 
now, and  I  believe  never  will;  therefore,  dear  mother, 
the  whole  praifc  belongs  to  yourfelfc,  or  rather  to  the 
Lord,  who,  bleffed  be  his  name,  hath  fo  united  our 
hearts  together  in  love  that  it  is  a  thing  fcarce  poiTible 
to  be  angry  one  with  another.  But  I  (hall  now  con- 
clude with  a  requeft  that  you  will  not  be  angry  with 
yourfelfe  for  writing  that  word  I  have  fpoken  fo  much 
againft,  for  I  fuppofe  all  your  meaning  was,  if  I  (hould 
not  alltogether  approve  of  what  was  done,  Sec.  and  I 
am  abundantly  fatisfied  that  the  root  from  which  that 
feare  fprung  was  tender  love,  and  that  you  fpeake 
your  heart  when  you  fay  you  love  and  honour  me  a« 
much  as  ever,  which  may  well  increafe  my  longirgs 
after  you,  for  the  exceeding  grace  of  God  in  you. 
Now  thankes  be  unto  God  for  his  unfpeakeable  gift. 
2  Cor.  9.  14,  15.^ 


Copy    of  2,    Letter    from    Major  Thomfon   to 
Governor   Leverctt. 
Sir, 

I  Formerly  wrote  you  concerning  forae  di(r^tisfa<^ion 
that  there  was  in  fome  great  miniflers  of  flate  as  to 

your 
^  The  remarkable  circumftances  of  two  perfons  who  had  made  fo 
confider^ble  a  figure  in  England  will,  I  hope,  excufe  the    publi- 
cation of  this  long  letter,  altho'  it  has  no  immediate  relation  to 
the  afairs  of  the  MaiTachufets  colony. 
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your  country,  in  that  fome  did  defraud  the  king  of  his 
cuftoms  in  carrying  tobacco,  &c.  to  other  parts,  which  by 
law  ought  to  be  brought  to  England.  1  know  this  is  don 
by  particular  perfons,  and  poflibly  unknownc  to  the  go- 
vernment. Yet  how  to  cxcufe  it  here  I  know  not,  though 
as  1  have  opportunity  have  not  bin  wanting  to  plead  the 
countrys  excufe,  and  lay  it  where  it  ought  to  be  laid ;  and 
withall  to  give  you  my  advife,  that  it  will  be  abundantly 
your  intereft  to  be  diligent  to  prevent  the  like  for  the  fu- 
ture, and  if  any  doe  flipp  your  hands  to  be  the  informer  of 
it  yourfelves.  There  are  two  of  your  veffels  I  hear  goa 
for  Holland  with  tobacco. 

Your  affectionate  fervant, 
3d  Auguft  74.  Rob.  Thomfoa. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Leverctt  to 
Mr.  John  Collins, 
Sir, 
"VTOURS  of  the  lorh  April  is  before  me  and  thereby 
X  underftand  as  by  Capt.Peircc  of  the  money  that  was 
in  his  hand  is  paid  according  to  order,  alfo  of  your  engaging 
Mr.  Rufhworth  in  our  bufyncs  and  for  your  difburfe  to 
him,  and  ihofe  papers  you  fend  us  and  all  other  your  charges 
is  expected  that  you  place  to  account,  and  not  to  put  you 
to  the  charge ;  your  time  and  endeavours  for  us  is  more 
than  is  meet  we  (liould  expecfl  from  you,  and  I  hope  wc 
fliall  be  able  in  tyme  to  goe  beyond,  but  in  the  meane 
tyme  pleafe  to  accept  of  the  acknowledgment  of  your  true 
frien-^s,  which  on  their  behalf  as  my  owne  I  hereby  freely 
give  you.  For  your  providentially  being  reftrayned  from 
communicating  ours  to  Mr.  B.  I  am  well  pleafed  with, 
and  (hall  make  ufe  thereof  according  to  your  information. 
I  heartily  dr-fire  you  to  prefent  my  fervice  to  the  reve- 
rend my  honored  friend  though  unknown  to  him  D.  J.O. 
whome  I  have  caufe  to  acknowledge,  having  had  through 
th^  mercy  of  the  Lord  raftes  of  his  goodnes  in  attending 
upon  him  in  his  ordenanccs,  by  his  adminidration,  and 

otherway> 
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©therways  by  his  prints.  Your  teflimony  of  Sir  Thomas 
Temple,  a  little  before  his  exirr,  allays  the  reports  by 
others  raifed,  I  hope  falfely.  For  the  bufines  of  the  col- 
ledg  with  us  wee  have  caufe  to  be  humbled,  that  through 
animofityes  wee  fliould  caufe  difcouragement  to  thofe  at  fo 
great  diftance  that  wiQi  us  well,  that  they  are  hindred  in 
their  freedom  in  the  forwarding  of  that  worke,  1  mufl 
freely  fay  it  to  you  I  fee  not  the  reafon,  but  that  a  per- 
Terfe  fpirit  feems  to  be  our  judgment.  The  Lord  hum- 
ble us  in  the  fence  of  it ;  yet  I  hope  we  are  groweing 
over  it.  The  Do6lor's^  oppofers  loofc  ground,  and  1  hope 
the  worke  will  yet  be  carryed  an  end.  The  not  effedling 
the  difappointment  of  the  laft  commencement,  and  the 
Lord's  helping  the  Do£lor  ia  that  aft  to  pafs  with  general 
acceptance  gives  fome  hopes  that  he  may  getc  over  the 
check  given  him  in  his  beginning,  which  may  make  him 
more  cautious  for  time  to  come;  who  is,  I  doubt,  not  fo 
cautious  in  his  comeing  off  from  former  engagement  as  he 
ought  before  he  enters  upon  new ;  his  nor  concerneing  you 
in  his  relateing  himfeife  in  church  fellovvfhip  here,  I  can- 
not looke  at  as  independently  congregation  ill,  I  meanein 
a  good  fence,  I  have  not  had  opportunity  to  fpeake  to 
him,  but  intend  it ;  he  hath  lately  had  an  ague  and  fince  a 
flux,  but  in  a  hopeful  way  of  recovery.  Mr.  Oake^f  hath 
had  a  diftemper  hang  upon  him  that  hath  much  weakned 
him;  the  greateft  occafion,  I  thinke,  is  fome  exercife  in 
his  mind,  though  he  thinks  it  is  the  remayne  of  his  flck- 
nefs  long  agoe  in  England.  I  have  been  afraid  lea  ft  he 
may  be  of  noe  long  continuance  with  us ;  but  a  graine  of 
hopes  that  he  may  get  over  it.  The  Lord  hath  been 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  favor  us  in  the  feafons  of  ihe  yeare 
for  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  blefled  be  his  name.  Our 
neighbours  the  Dutch  have  been  very  neighbourly  fmce 
they  had  certaine  intelligence  of  the  peace.  One  of  their 
captains  have  bin  upon  the  French  forts,  taken  Penobfcot. 
with  lofs  of  men  on  both  fides ;  what  they  have  done 
further  eaft  we  underftand  not.     Your  brother   Moody 

haih 
*  Do&oT  Hoar  the  Prefident  of  the  College, 
t  Minifter  of  Cambridge,  afterwards  Prefident  of  the  College. 
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hath  been  lately  here  with  us,  a  very  forrowful  widdowcr 
by  the  death  of  his  wife  your  fifler,  fo  the  Lord  hath 
been  pleafed  to  bereave  your  good  father  and  mother  of 
their  daughter,  who  are  helped  to  carry  it  like  old  difciples 
ii\  the  fcholcof  Chrif}.  I  am  at  prefent  in  good  health, 
but  often  exercifed  with  paines  of  (lone  in  the  kidnyes.  I 
have  voided  twoe  in  fix  months,  and  if  there  (hould  be  a 
proportionable  growth  for  others,  as  betweene  the  twoe 
jaft,  my  time  to  continue,  I  muft  need  acconapt  to  be  fhorr, 
little  fand  being  to  run  in  my  glafs.  I  defire  that  the 
numbring  of  my  dayes  may  be  fo  as  that  I  may  have  my 
heart  applyed  to  wifdome,  and  that  I  may  waite  all  the 
dayes  of  my  appointed  time  until  my  change  come,  and  I 
be  found  in  him  who  is  unchangeable.  I  defire  to  fympa- 
thize  with  you  and  Mrs.  Collins  in  your  bereavements. 
Myfelfe  and  wife  remember  our  due  refpefls  to  you  both, 
beg  the  continuance  of  your  prayers,  commend  you  to 
God,  and  remain.  Sir, 

Your  truly  aflfeflionate  humble  fervant, 

J.  L 

Augufl:  24.  74. 


Copy  of  a   Letter   from   Governor  Lcverett  to 
Major  Thompfon. 

Boftofl,  this  24  Augufl  1674. 
Sir, 

BY  yours  of  the  27  April  74,  you  give  me  to  under- 
Hand  that  you  have  information  from  Mr.  Perer 
Sergeant  that  the  authority  of  the  Maflachufets  prohibited 
him  from  felling  of  your  powder  in  his  hand,  and  from 
thence  claim  juftice  by  the  taking  off  the  powder  at  the 
price  he  could  have  foujd  it;  I  Ihall  nor  need  but  re- 
fer you  to  Mr.  Sergeant,  by  w home  thefe  come,  for  the 
giveing  you  a  m.ote  righc  underftaading  of  what  he  wrote, 

H  h  for 
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for  I  afTurc  you  never  any  order  pad  for  the  reftraynning 
of  him  or  any  other  to  make  fa!e  of  that  or  any  other  fort 
of  goods,  but  the  contrary,  fmce  upon  the  warre,  an  order 
pafi  that  the  (lorekeeper  fliould  not  deliver  any  but  by 
order  from  fome  magiflrates;  nor  will  Mr.  Sergeant  fay 
that  ever  he  had  any  dcnyal  upon  any  defire  for  the  deli- 
very of  powder  fould  by  him  ;  there  was  one  hound  for 
Guyny,  that  had  bought  of  him  twenty  barrels  and  clan- 
deftineiy,  contrary  to  law.  fhipped  it,  fo  that  it  was  feiza- 
ble  by  a  law  in  force  when  you  was  in  thefe  parts;  which 
powder,  upon  his  petition,  was  fet  at  liberty,  and  he  allowed 
to  (hip  off  ten  barrels,  the  other  he  privetly  conveyed,  fo 
that  he  carryed  all  away.  At  the  fame  tyme  the  order 
before  mentioned  was  given  to  the  florekceper,  there  was 
an  order  ilTued  for  the  f&veral  townes  to  have  their  (tores 
fully  fupplyed  according  to  law,  which  quickened  the  de- 
mand of  powder  wirhin  ourfelves;  and  the  other  collonyes 
underdanding  the  order  applyed  themfelves  for  liberty  tb 
recruite  their  (lores,  which  was  redily  granted  them,  fo 
that  the  order  pad  by  authority  was  noe  obdru6lion  but  a 
furtherance  to  thofe  that  had  of  that  commodity,  both  for 
quicknes  of  fale  and  advance  of  price,  and  this  1  hope  is 
fufficient  to  redlifie  your  thoughts  in  that  matter. 

Sir,  For  the  bufines  of  Mr.  Gorges  pattenr,  which  was 
graunted,  as  by  the  date  appeares,  after  the  MalTachufets, 
lb  that  the  jurifdidfion  lyeth  within  the  government  there- 
of is  without  quedion  here  j  thar  there  hath  been  feveral 
turnes  therein  is  very  true  j  but  that  there  hath  been 
apy  jud  caufe  of  complaint  of  the  government  of  the  Maf- 
fachufets,  1  am  perfwaded  that  if  the  whole  matter  weare 
prepared  noe  indifferent  judges  would  blame  them  for 
^yhat  hath  beene  done  by  them  ;  yet,  could  there  be  a 
way  hit  upon  to  dop  clamours  it  would  be  a  fervice  to 
them.  I  am  confident,  and  that  upon  good  and  rational 
grounds,  had  Mr.  Gorges  what  he  defires  from  the  MalTa- 
chufets he  would  not  (ind  the  place  turne  fo  his  profitr, 
but  rather  an  addition  to  former  loffe;  and  dioulJ  any 
purchaCe  his  pretentions,  in  expectation  of  profitt,   ihcy 

would 
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^ould  mlfs  in  their  expeftatlon  ;  yer,  could  the  bufincs'be 
tooke  up  wich  him,  it  might  be  a  fervice  ro  this  govcrn- 
menr,  in  preventing  clamours.  In  order  thereto,  and  you 
pleafe  to  treat  with  them  concerned,  that  thereby  you  may 
underliand  what  they  claimeand  the  grounds  thereof,  and 
what  propofal  they  will  make,  and  give  notice  thereof, 
you  (houid  receive  anfwer  thereto  ;  or  might  his  preten- 
tions be  bought  off  for  five  hundred  pounds,  and  alTurance 
given  to  take  off  all  after  claimes  and  claimers  againfl  the 
collony  of  the  Maffachufets  or  others  upon  the  place,  and 
you  pleafe  to  ingage  in  it  for  the  collony,  1  doe  hereby 
oblige  that  the  money  fhall  be  ordered  to  be  paid  ihere^ 
upon  fuch  affurance  given.  Concerning  which  1  may  not 
queftion  but  that  you  will  doc  it  by  fuch  advice  as  may  be 
had,  that  it  may  ffand  good  in  law,  and  for  that,  poffibly, 
you  may  meet  with  an  opportunity  that  for  prefent  money 
more  may  be  effe<f^ed  than  by  taking  tyme,  if  5'OU  pleafe 
to  difourfe  it  to  the  fum  foremcntioned,  I  doe  pais  my 
Word  that  you  fhall  be  imburfed  your  money,  with  confi- 
deration  for  the  fame.  1  fliould  not  have  made  thus  bould 
Avith  you  in  thi^  matter,  but  from  your  loveing  encourage- 
ment given  by  yours  to  me,  and  the  confidence  I  have  of 
that  loveing  refpe<fl:  you  have  to  the  peace  and  welfare  of 
this  place,  and  the  churches  of  our  Lord  Jefus  thereio  > 
defiring  that  what  I  have  wrote  in  this  matter  may  be  for 
your  ufe  and  noe  thing  therein  may  be  imparted  to  any 
that  may  feeke  occafion  againfl  the  government  therebyi 

By  yours  of  the  4th  June,  which  came  firil  to  hand  (the 
other  nor  coming  ro  my  hand  until  the  i8th'  infianr,  Mr» 
^Sergeant  can  give  the  reafon)  1  perceive  your  mind  is  la- 
bouring for  the  publique  good>  your  informations  there- 
to I  heartily  thanke  you  for,  and  fliall  in  any  thing  to  my 
power  promote,  for  the  Indian  affaire  with  the  commiliio- 
ners  or  the  other  gentlemen.  We  are  upon  a  worke  for 
makeing  powder  and  have  <^ reeled  a  mill  in  order  there- 
unto at  lN]eponfc>r,abou:  6  miles  fromBofton  :  our  dl'Tictilry 
will  be  for  peter,  which  we  mufl^  in  oilr  beginning,  have 
from  without  us,  but  hope,  in  time,  may  faHs  if  aonongfl 
H  h  £  m, 
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us.  We  have  an  aiocient  man  that  came  out  of  Kent,  one 
Walter  Everden,  that  made  powder  in  England,  as  he  faith, 
is  imployed  in  thcworkc;  and  for  your  having  liberty  to 
(hip  off  from  hence,  in  cafe  you  have  ftore  with  us,  you 
fiiall  not  need  to  doubt  it,  or  if  a  ftay  be  made  for  the 
countreys  tife,  but  that  they  will  make  pay  for  the  fame. 
You  may  aflure  yourfelf  that  we  fee  it  for  the  pubiiquc 
fervice  to  encourage  trade,  and  I  hope  we  ftiall  not  be  left 
to  flrike  in  with  others,  that  labour  what  in  thera  lyes  to 
put  clogs  and  difcouragement  upon  the  trade  that  the  Lord 
hath  led  us  into,  beyond  expectation  in  our  beginnings; 
and  you  will  be  cnformed  by  Mr.  Sergeant  that  the  dif- 
couragement that  was  laide  before  you  was-  upon  ground- 
lefs  mifprifion  and  not  from  any  thing  done  by  authority 
to  occafion  it  j  fo  commending  you  to  God,  I  reft, 

Sir,  your  affectionate  fervant. 
J.  L. 


Copy   of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Leverett  to 
Major  Thomfon. 
Sir, 

YOURS  of  3d  Auguft  74,  came  to  my  hand  26th 
7ber.  By  Mr.  Sargeant  I  wrote  in  anfwer  to 
yours  refpeCling  powder  and  Mr.  Gorges's  bufines.  For 
the  difTatisfaClion  you  mention,  in  reference  to  veflels  be- 
longing to  this  place  that  goe  freighted  with  tobacco,  I 
doe  notundeiftand  of  any  but  one  that  went  from  our 
parts  this  yeare,  moftly  as  it  is  fayd  with  logwood,  and  by 
charier  direcflly  bound  for  England,  and  the  owners  looke 
bond  for  their  (hips  value  that  noe  damage  ihould  acrue 
to  thera  by  the  freighters  neg!e61  of  paying  the  king  his 
dutyes.  His  name  is  Mr.  Dsrvall.  a  Dutchman  that  came 
from  New  York,  he  marryed  Mr.  DeJevdirs  daughter.  If 
any  of  our  vefTels  went,  they  went  from  Virginia,  touch  in 
England  and  put  off  part  of  their  tobacco  there,  as  1  am 

informed, 
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informed.  1  fuppofe  the  provifion  made  of  paying  the 
king's  duty  in  Virginia  will  rake  off  occafion  of  complaint 
for  time  to  come;  for  myfelf  I  am  not  concerned  there- 
in, the  general  court  haveing  left  the  care  of  that  affair 
with  the  fecretary,  onely  (hall  adveriife  him  to  more  cir- 
cumfpeflion  in  his  place.  1  acknowledge  that  we  arc 
much  obliged  to  you  for  your  love  in  (o  friendly  advifmg. 
The  continuance  of  which  favours,  as  it  will  be  a  fervicc 
to  God,  fo  defired  by  him  who  commending  you  to  the 
Lord  and  giving  you  his  bed  refpe<fls,  remains,  Sir, 
Your  humble  Servant, 
Bofton,  29.  7.  74*  J.  L. 


Copy    of  a    Letter   from    Major  Thomfon  to 
Governor  Leverett. 

London  this  16  Feb.  1674. 
Sir, 

BY  yours  of  the  24th  of  Auguff  I  perfeave  you  judge 
my  complaint  about  the  powder  was  groundlefs : 
TL'he  reafon  you  give  me.  For  my  applying  to  you,  it 
was  upon  my  cozin  Sergeants  informing  me,  as  I  then 
wrote,  which  he  ftiil  affirmes,  and  though  he's  loath  to 
offend  the  government  in  faying  any  thing  now  that  he 
thinkes  may  not  be  acceptable,  I  thinkc  your  owne  excufe, 
if  weyed,  faith  enough  for  me  ;  for  when  20  barrels  ware 
fould  there  was  a  great  trouble  to  git  a  licence  for  10,  and 
the  other  ten  privately  carried  away,  which  certainly  hin- 
dred  others  from  endeavouring  to  buy  any  to  fend  abroadj 
and  that  voyage,  1  know,  might  well  have  carried  to  ad- 
vantage ten  times  that  quantity  :  And  I  affure  you,  let  the 
law  be  as  aintient  as  it  will,  I  will  never  (if  I  can  help  it) 
have  my  eftate  under  fuch  a  reftraint,  and  had  1  known  ic 
would  never  have  had  a  barrel  in  your  collony.  Yet  the 
oldnefs  of  the  law  takes  not  off  the  equity  againft  the  new 
law  to  compell  all  into  one  (tore-houfe,  under  your  (lore- 
H  h  3  keeper. 
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keeper,  and  that  he  (hould  deliver  none  but  by  the  mage^ 
flrates  order;  which  is  prejudicial!  to  its  fayle ;  for  trade  h 
a  feacret  thinge,  and  when  made  publicke  in  the  pcrticu- 
lers  proves  injurious  to  the  concerned,  but  where  fuch  fu- 
pervifers  will  mak^  it  otherwife,  and  (oe,  upon  the  whole, 
I  am  not  fatisfied,  but  my  firH:  demand  is  grounded  upon 
reafon,  and  foe  expect  you  fliould  doe  me  jullice.  The 
cafe  of  peter  I  inftanced  in  houlds  good,  for  it  was  re- 
trained by  a  law  made  before  ours  was  imported,  and  yet 
his  Majeflie  tookeoujsolFat  the  rate  it  would  have  yeild-» 
ed,  which  is  what  you  ought  to  doe  for.  ray  powder.  I 
am  alfoe  much  dilTatisfied  with  ray  cozin  Sergeants  great 
charge  of  (lore-houfe  rome,  3  2/,  per  ton  a  year.  It  was  a 
prudent  cafe  to  have  powder  at  a  diflance  from  the  towne, 
as  here  in  the  tower,  but  let  the  quantity  be  never  foe 
great  that  we  lodge  there,  nothing  is  paid  for  it;  foe  if 
you  had  laid  k  upon  thecountrys  charge,  or  at  leafi:  a  rea- 
fonable  ware-houfe  rome,  it  might  have  bin  excufed,  but 
becaufe  a  private  perfon,  for  a  barrel  or  two,  is  willing, 
^therefore  to  injoine  for  quantities,  1  thinke  is  not  equall 
(though  a  fa£lor  may  confeat)  which  ajfoe  I  leave  with  you 
for  juilice. 

For  the  bufinefs  of  Mr.  Gorge  I  fliould  willingly  have 
difburf]:  the  money  you  mention,  but  they  are  now  in  the 
clouds  and  expert  as  much  a  yeare,  fecured  here,  for  their 
interefl ;  the  coppy  of  his,  with  others  their  petition,  I 
gave  Mr.  Collins  10  fend  you,  and  is  heare  inclofed.  The 
councej  of  trade  hav^  don  nothing,  foe  its  remanded  to 
his  Majeflies  prevy  councell.  As  any  thing  pajlerh  (foe 
far  as  1  can  learne)  (liall  advife  you,  but  am  of  opinion 
that  fonae  prefents  might  be  plade  to  the  countrys 
advantage,  and  yet  of  noe  greai:  valine. 

As  to  what  you  write  ot  the  26th  of  September,  I  am 
glad  1  could  fay  foe  much  to  fomeof  his  Majefty's  officers, 
yec  I  rauft  iqforrae  you  tha|  th.e  paying  the  cullome  in 
'Virgina  doih  nor  priveledg  any  yelTel  to  carry  tobaccc) 
to  ftny  place  but  to  the  Engiilli  plantations,  and  thegover- 
:,o;  g{;k^  pUn^^Qr^  where  (uch  tobacco  1$  ^^rg^ln,  if  if 
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be  agalne  exported,  is  bound  to  take  bond  ro  bring  it  for 
England.  I  fhould  be  forry  that  his  Majeftie  ihouid  have 
any  ground  of  offence  in  this  kind,  for  a  litrle  profitt  to 
fome  particular  perfons,  to  be  an  occafion  of  depriveing 
the  whole  of  their  chiefeft  injoymencs.  its  objected  here 
by  fome  that  you  have  noe  fuch  law  there,  and  foe  will 
not  judg  by  our  lawes  in  exporting  or  importing  of  goods 
to  or  from  forraine  kingdomes.  If  it  be  foe,  as  a  true 
friend  to  you,  1  would  advife  ic  be  one  of  the  firft  things 
you  doe  to  prevent  greater  evills,  which  is  all  the  trouble 
that  at  prefenc  is  given  you  by  your  alTe^lionate  and  faith- 
full  fervant.  Rob.   Thomfon. 


Copy   of  a  Letter   from    Mr.  John   Collins  to 
Governor  Leverett, 

Sir, 

YOURS  by  Mr.  Sprague  1  received  and  defire  to 
blefs  God  for  the  tydings  it  brings  of  your  health 
and  your  familye,  and  to  bee  fuirably  afre<5led  with  all 
other  providential  alterations  the  holy  and  wife  God  hath 
brought  atnongft  you,  wherein  I  humbly  beg  that  poor 
country  may  hear  the  voice  of  the  rod  and  who  hath  ap- 
pointed it.  I  (liail  take  things  in  order  as  I  find  them  ia 
your  letter,  that  I  may  not  omitt  to  anfwer  all  that  is 
needful).  For  Dr.  Hoares  concerne  as  to  the  colledge, 
1  am  very  forry  that  matters  are  foe  ill  that  nothing  can 
heal  that  breach  but  his  laying  downe,  and  more  that  hee 
ihouid  put  the  overfeers  to  the  utmoll  wayting  for  it, 
which  I  think  very  little  prudence  in  him;  by  comparing 
report  with  report,  letter  with  letter,  I  am  almofl  con- 
founded in  raakeing  a  judgment  of  this  matter;  fome  foe 
fevere  as  to  lay  all  the  blame  on  hitn  and  that  not  only  of 
unmeetnefs  for  the  place  but  feveral  moral  mifcarriages ; 
others  again  wholly  in  charging  one  Mr.  Graves  and 
Others  of  the  fellows,  and  adding  the  emulaiioa  of  feveral 
H  h  4.  expecting 
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expefling  the  preferment;  yourfelFe,  with  others  raofl: ju- 
dicious, parting  it  betwixt  both.  I  chufe  the  medium  to 
judge  by ;  oneiy  methinks  a  paflage  in  your  letter,  more 
direct  againfb  him  than  any  thing  formerly,  doth  a  little 
ftartle  mee,  at  leaft  foe  far  as  to  beg,  in  your  next,  a  true 
account  of  ir,  namely  his  wane  of  tnuh  in  his  words.  Pray 
Sir,  if  you  judge  him  juflly  culpable  in  that  matter,  let  mc 
privately  know  it,  for  hee  is  a  member  with  us,  if  he  rC' 
lurne.  The  cnclofcd  coppy  of  the  letter  is,  as  far  as  I 
remember,  jufl:  as  wee  wrote  it.  My  only  concerne  in  this 
bafines  is  to  fympathize  with  the  broken  date  of  that  once 
flouriOiing  houfe,  to  beg  of  God  a  revival  of  the  worke 
and  all  clfe  in  which  his  glory  is  concerned  in  the  midfl 
of  the  yeares,  and  to  mourne  over  that  difuniied  fpiric 
amongft  Gods  people  which  appeares  in  this  matter  and 
all  others;  and  what  tokens  of  Gods  difpleafure  are  but 
too  evident  with  you;  the  Lord  humble  his  people,  par- 
don and  heal  the  land.  For  the  bufmes  of  Mr.  Dyers 
petition  I  know  nothing  of  that  in  particular  but,  as  I 
hope  God  hath  fent  in  Mr.Fofter,  you  will,  by  my  letters, 
underftand  the  fame  thing,  in  effect,  which  now  I  am  able 
to  give  you  an  account  of»  as  far  as  yet  the  affair  hath 
gone.  The  enclofed  petition  will  (hew  you  what  they  are 
about  to  put  the  King  upon,  a  purchafe  of  the  propriety 
of  the  province  of  Main  and  Hampiliire,  and  by  whome 
tranfa<fied  ;  hee  that  the  King  (houid  buy  it  for  is  the 
Duke  of  Monmouth,  though  nothing  as  yet  is  determined  ; 
many  complaints  are  madeagainft  you;  they  have  thoughts 
of  fending  a  commiffioner  thither,  and  it  was  determined 
to  do  it  with  fome  force,  but  their  more  weighty  affaires 
and  want  of  money  will  hardly  admit  this,  1  fuppofe,  this 
fummer ;  but  a  letter  from  his  Majerty  you  will  have,  to 
order  fome  account  of  thcfe  things  to  bee  given  him,  and  I 
fear  that  which  is  aymed  at  is  to  call  your  patent  to  a  ftiicl 
account,  upon  what  termcs  you  hold  it ;  you  would  doe 
well  to  be  in  a  preparation  for  it,  efpecially  to  make  good 
your  title  to  that  part  of  yoi^r  govemmer^t.  Here  is  none 
^ble  to  fpeiike  for  you,  wes  >^ant  inftru<fiions,  papers  ihac 
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wee  had  formerly  the  late  dreadful  fire  cither  confumed 
or  removes  have  quite  loi^.     My  Lord  Privy  Seal,  who 
was  formerly  wrote  to  and  engaged  on  your  behalfe,  lately 
fent  for  mee,  with  whom  1  had  difcourfe  about  an  hour, 
who  was  as  free  as  hee  thought  good  with  mee  in  this 
affair,  and  beyond  his  owne  will  I  could  not  nor  durft  urge. 
I  perccve  hee  takes  it  ill  (my  Lord  Anglefea,  who  isLord 
Privy  Seal)  that  he  hath  not  been  addreflcd  to,-^  and  the 
matter  lies  before  him.     I  begged  him  you  might  not  bee 
prejudged  beforehand,  which  hee  promifed  mee.  Hee  told 
mee  the  King  would  write  to  you.     I  think,  if  with  the 
firft  you  wrote  an  obliging  letter  to  him  and  tranfmit  your 
pleas  to  him  as  well  as  others  that  may  wayt  upon  him, 
you  will  doe  well.     Your  moneys  in  my  hands  will  nor, 
as  things  goe  with  us,  ftop  any  gap,   by  way  of  prefent ; 
if  the  100/.  you  drew  off  by  Mr.  Rawfon  had  bin  left  with 
your  order  in  my  hands  to  have  beflowed  it,  with  good 
advice,  where  it  might  have   been  placed,  it  would  have 
entangled  for  a  long  time,  and  perhaps  everted  the  bufenes. 
Mr.  Rufhworth  hath  bin  in  falary  ever  fmce  your  order,  at 
3  guyneys  a  quarter,  nor  is  that  all  paid,  foe  that  with  con- 
tingent charges,  which  are  not  much,  there  will  bee  near 
20/.  gone,  when  hee  is  paid,  yet  is  not  all  hee  hath  done 
worth  a  ru(h ;  if  my    owne  induftry,   with   the  help  of 
Major  Thomfon,  had  not  fifted  this  bulines,  about  which  I 
have  taken  many  a  ftep,  hee  had  not  had  the  lead  crevife 
of  light  into  this  bufmes ;  all  he  hath  and  what  now  hee 
profecHtes  is  upon  my  information  ;  hee  is  old  and  full  of 
bufines,  and    hath   but  fmail   intereft  at  court :  I  intend, 
upon  my  owne  head,  to  pay  him  to  lady-day  and  then 
withold,  and  I  think,  if  you  would  order,  by  the  firfl:,  all 
the  money  remayneing  into  Major  Thomfons  hands,  hee 
would  make  a  better  ufe  of  it  for  your  advantage,  his  em- 
ployment in  the  Eafl-India  company  gives  him  frequent 
accefs  to  court,   where  hee   hath  opportunity    to  give  a 
feeling  to  fuch  clerkes  of  the  council  as  may  ferve  you 
with  true  intelligence,  which  I  cannot  doe  in  my  circum- 
ftances,  haying  not   bi^  ap  Whitehall  but  twice  in  many 

years ; 

9  F^id,  M2^(ti.  Bay,  Vol.  I,  p.  309. 
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years ;  and  perfecution  is  pretty  hot,  and  if  it  goes  on  I 
may  expe^la  prifbn  for  my  living  in  the  towne,  and  there- 
fore I  judge,  on  all  accounts,  hce  is  the  fitteft  perfon,  who 
if  you  oblidge  in  it  may  doe  you  moil  fervice.  1  have 
cor  nor  (hall  acquaint  him  with  what  I  write  to  you,  be- 
caufe  I  would  leave  y^ou  free  to  your  own  judgment,  only 
I  pray  let  mec  have  a  difchardgeof  what  1  have  difburfed 
that  I  may  receive  my  quietus  ejl  ouc  of  the  exchequer, 
the  full  and  jufl  fumme  of  which  you  (hall  have  by  the 
next  fhips.  As  to  what  you  write  of  the  removal  of  more 
of  Gods  fervants  in  the  rainiflry,  and  efpecially  Mr.  Ox- 
enbridge,  lately,  I  doe  bemoan  it,  the  Lord  of  the  harveft 
fend  forth  more  labourers  into  it.  As  to  any  private  hints 
yon  give  about  myfelfe  what  they  will  amount  to  1  cannot 
judge  tilll  fee  how  providence  workes,  and  then,  1  fcar^ 
my  refolution  will  not  be  equal  to  what  may  bedefired. 
how  willing  foever  I  may  bee,  which  if  1  were  htc  I 
ftiould  deeply  ponder;  I  doubt  the  church  here  will  as 
foon  all  remove  to  you  as  myfelfe  ;  but  here  is  too  much 
of  an  affair  that  1  know  not  whether  1  fhall  bee  any  fur- 
ther concerned  in  than  to  tender  my  humble  thankes  to 
you  for  that  undeferved  love  and  refpedl:  you  have  (hewed 
in  your  defires  to  have  me  fo  near  to  you.  As  for  our 
affaires  here,  I  have  nothing  to  write>  but  I  fhall  tranfmit 
in  the  publique  prints,  fave  only  that  the  King,  by  the 
prevaleacy  of  the  bi(hops  over  him,  hath  within  this  month 
or  6  weeks  taken  off  the  prote61:ion  of  his  licences  given 
us  in  March  72  and,  together  with  a  hot  profecution  of 
the  Papifts,  left  us  alfoe  a  very  troubleforae  perfecution, 
wherein  many  are  fpoyled  of  their  goods,  feveral  impri- 
foned,  which  laff  cod  the  life  of  a  worthy  minificr,  Mr. 
Thompfon  of  Briftol,  paftor  of  the  church  there;  feveral 
returned  upon  20s.  a  month  into  the  exchequer,  to  their 
utter  undoing ;  this  city  yet  fcapes  befi:,  ycu  cannot  ima- 
gine how  averfe  the  fpirit  of  the  mageltratcs  \i  to  meddle 
with  us ;  what  importunity  and  opportunity  may  at  lalt 
produce  wee  are  fearful.  The  parliament  meets  April  1 3. 
liow  they  will  back  thcfe  things  -^r  check  thenrj  wee  defire 

to 
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to  wayt  with  prayer  and  faith  ;  all  things  here  threaten 
a  llorme  a  coming  upon  us.  All  we  defire,  if  God  keep 
us  faithfull  to  himfelfe,  hee  will  deliver  us  from  fin,  the 
greatefi:  evil,  and  we  (lull  hope  the  wraih  of  man  (hall 
praife  him  and  the  remaynder  he  will  reftrayne.  Things 
in  the  parts  beyond  fea  look  dill  as  proceeding  to  further 
war  and  confufion;  Hollands  condition  yet  di[lra(n:ed,  the 
proceilants  every  where  fufterers,  and  yet  the  popifti  fwords 
ilrawne  one  againft  another.  Meihinks  the  coming  of  our 
Lord  ihould  bee  near,  in  the  faith  of  which  wee  defire  to 
wayt.  The  parliament  will  one  way  or  other  give  a  great 
change  fo  things  and  make  raee  have  more  news  to  fend 
(which  I  (hall  communicate  as  opportunity  fcrves)  though 
1  expedl  none  good. 

/•'Sir,  my  father  in  his,  by  this  conveyance,  hath  acquaint- 
ed me  how  bountiful  a  patron  you  have  bin  to  my  bro- 
ther Samuel,  which  1  durll:  not  omit  my  owning  of  to  you 
with  the  rerurne  of  my  humble  thankes,  begging  of  the 
i-ord  that  hee  would  requite  it  7  fold  into  the  bofom  of 
yourfelfe  and  yours,  and  fliall  take  myfelfe  oblidged  to 
exprefs  my  reall  thankfu'nes  in  all  ways  of  fervice  and 
ati'e(rrion,  as  iar  as  I  am  capable.  Your  relations  are  all 
well  and  foe  is  my  family,  through  Gods  goodnefs.  The 
Lord,  even  himfeife,  bee  your  councellor,  your  flrength, 
your  rock,  your  flrong  habitation,  to  whom  you  may  con- 
tinually refort  and  anoint  you  with  his  fpirit,  for  thefhields 
of  the  earth'  belong  unto  him,  and  caufe  your  bow  to  abide 
in  ftrcngth,  that  you  may  remain  unmoved  againfl  all  op- 
pofition  and  gloriiie  God  in  your  place  and  finifh  your 
courfe  with  joy.  My  wile  and  felfe  prefent  our  humble 
fervice  to  you  and  your  lady,  and  defire  to  make  mentioa 
of  you  always  in  our  prayers,  begging  the  fame  for 

Sir, 
Your  mod  affectionate  oblidged 
fervant, 

J.  c. 

March  19,  1674-5. 

"' — ^- -* — r '-^ — '-^ ■■ — -"-^ ' ■ 

Cony 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Edmund  Androfs  to 
the  Governor  and  Council  of  theMaffachufets, 

Gentlemen, 

HAVING  allways  endeavoured  not  to  bee  wanting  in 
all  neighbourly  and  friendly  manner  to  your  colony, 
this  is  on  occaiion  of  a  printed  paper  fee  forth  in  your 
names  the  7th  December  laft  part  of  your  Indyan  warre, 
wherein,  befides,is  declared  that  Philip  and  his  whole  crew, 
in  his  retreat  towards  Coneclicut  river,  recruiting  himfeUe 
with  ammunition  from  Albany,  hath  profecuted  his  firft 
defigne  to  ruine  and  deftroy  the  Englifh,  See.  The  which 
being  a  feverer  imputation  then  could  have  been  brought 
from  cnnemyes,  without  complaint  or  notice,  much  jefle 
from  his  Majefties  fubjedls,  without  any  knowne  caufe 
and  fomc  in  your  parts  convifted  and  fined,  but  no  men- 
tion thereof.  And  having,  unafked,  a6ted  as  is  knowne, 
and  publifhed  through  this  government  fuch  fevere  or- 
ders concerning  Indyans,  as  appears  on  record,  and  parti- 
cularly at  Albany  for  falc  of  ammunition,  to  the  forfeiting 
of  eftate  and  life,  I  doe  therefore  hereby  defire  you'l  let 
Bfie  know  by  the  bearer,  what  perfons  atAlbany  are  guilty, 
that  they  may  be  proceeded  againft  accordingly,  or  that 
exemplary  punilhment  bee  inflifted  on  the  notorious  im- 
poftors,  to  the  vindication  of  the  magiftrates  and  all  other 
his  Majefties  good  fubje^ls  under  his  royall  highnefies 
government  in  thefe  parts,  who  allways  have  endeavoured 
and  duely  obferve  all  his  Majefties  lawes.  Which  expe<^' 
ing,  I  remaine,  Gentlemen, 

Your  neighbour  and  friend, 

New-Yorke,  Androfs, 

Jan,  24.  1675, 


Copy 


COLLECTION    of    PAPERS.      477 


Copy  of  a  Paper  endorfed  Mr.  E.  R's.  Narrative 
Sept.  20th  and  0(5to.  12th  1676. 

To  the  right  honorable  the  Lords  of  his  Majeflies  moft 
honorable  Privy  Council  appointed  a  committee  for 
trade   and  plantations. 

An  anfwer  to  fevcrall  heads  of  enquiry  concerning  ih€ 

prefent  ftate  of  New*England. 

# 

AND  whereas  amongfl:  the  fcTcrall  colonies  and 
plantations  fettled  there  that  of  the  MajflTachufcis 
bay,  commonly  called  the  corporation  of  Bofton,  is  the 
moll:  flouriftiing  and  powerfull,  and  at  the  prefent  gives 
Jawes  to  a  great  part  of  this  country,  by  a  pretended  char- 
ter from  his  late  Majeftie,  it  is  firft  in  relation  to  this 
eolony  moft  humbly  anfwered.     To  the  firft  enquiry. 

Where  the  Jegiflative  and  executive  powers  of  the 
government  of  New  England  are  feated. 

The  legillative  power  is  feated  in  a  generall  court,  from 
^hich  there  is  no  appeal,  confifting  at  prefent  of  a  gover- 
nor, deputy  governor  and  10  magiftrates,  with  the  depu- 
ties of  the  feverall  townes  in  that  jurifdi£lion,  all  which 
are  yearely  elected. 

This  court  is  the  fupreme  judicature  of  the  colony,  and 
only  hath  power  to  make  lawes,  raife  money,  and  lay  taxes 
upon  the  whole  colony,  difpofe  lands,  give  and  confirmc 
properties,  impeach,  fcntence  and  pardon,  and  rcceave  ap- 
peals from  all  inferior  courts,  and  cannot  be  adjourned  or 
diflblved  without  the  confent  of  the  major  part. 

The  governor,  deputy  governor  and  magiftrates  are 
chofen  by  the  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  freemen  of  the 
colony,  who  are  to  attend  at  Bofton,  either  in  perfon  or 
by  proxy,  without  any  fummons,  the  laft  Wednefday  in 
Eafter  terme,  and  upon  that  day  to  confummate  the  elec- 
tion, which  is  done  by  writing  the  names  in  paper,  but  no 

perfon 
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perfon  that  hath  been  a  magiilrate  the  year  before  Is  to 
be  left  oui^  at  the  new  election,  and  is  to  have  the  prece- 
dency in  nomination  before  all  others. 

The  deputies  for  the  general!  co'irt  are  chofen  by  rhe 
freemen  of  every  towne,  who  have  all  the  power  of  thtf 
freemen  transferred  to  them.  No  town  can  fend  more 
than  two  deputies,  and  where  a  town  hath  but  20  freemen, 
that  town  can  fend  but  one  deputy,  and  when  not  i  o 
freemen  the  town  fends  none ;  no  perfon  being  an  attor- 
ney is  to  be  chofen  a  deputy. 

No  perfon  is  admitted  to  be  a  freeman  of  the  colony, 
or  have  vote  in  any  ele<5lion  but  church  members  who  are 
in  full  communion  and  approved  by  the  generall  court. 

The  governor  and  raagiflrates  fit  apart  and  a6l  all  bufi-^ 
nefle  by  themfeives,  by  drawing  up  bills  and  orders,which 
having  agreed  upon,  they  fend  to  the  deputies  to  be  con- 
fidered,  and  accordingly  to  give  their  confcat  or  dilTenr 
thereunto. 

The  deputies  likewifefit  by  themfeives  and  ccnfulr  3- 
bout  fuch  matters  as  they  fhali  find  meet  for  the  common 
good,which  being  agreed  on  they  prefent  to  the  magillrates 
to  be  confidered,  who  may  give  their  confent  or  diffent. 

No  law  is  made  without  the  confent  of  the  maior  part 
of  the  magillrates  and  the  greater  number  of  the  depOties. 
The  governor  hath  a  calling  vote  in  all  courts  and  alTem- 
bles,  can  call  a  generall  court,  or  any  other  court  or  council 
at  his  pleafure. 

The  executive  power  is  in  the  governor  and  council, 
whereof  feven  men  make  a  quorum,  the  governor  or  de- 
puty governor  to  be  one.  But  when  bufmelTe  is  urgent 
then  the  a£ts  of  fo  many  as  doalTemble  are  accounted  valid 
and  fufficient,  and  can  imprelTe  foldiers,  feamen,  fhips,  ai! 
manner  of  ammunition  and  provifion,  and  all  other  necef- 
faries,  and  give  warrant  to  the  treafurer  to  make  payment 
for  the  fame. 

The  council  fits  twice  a  weeke  ccnflantly,  and  is  fum- 
moncd  at  the  pleafure  of  the  governor,and  oFtner  if  need  be. 

There  be  two  courts  of  afiiftants  yearly  kept  at  Bo(ton 

*  Left  out  of  the  noramutioa  he  inteudi. 
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by  the  governor,  deputy  governor  and  the  refl  of  the  ma- 
giftrares,  upon  the  iirft  Tuefday  in  March  and  September, 
to  hear  and  dererminc  all  adtions  of  appeal  from  inferiour 
courts,  and  all  ca  pi  tall  and  criminall  caufes  extending  to 
life,  member  or  banilliment. 

There  are  alfo  county  courts  held  in  feverall  townes 
of  I  he  colony  upon  (ct  dayes  by  fuch  magiflrates  as  the 
general!  court  {hall  appoint,  for  to  heare  and  determine  all 
caufes  civill  and  criminal!,  not  extending  to  life,  member 
or  banifliment.  To  make  and  conftitute  needful!  officers, 
and  to  fummon  juries  of  inquelt,  tyme  of  holding  faid 
courts  alwaies  on  Tuefdays. 

The  governor  and  deputy  governor  jointly  agreeing,  or 
any  3  magiilratcs  confenting,  have  povper  to  reprieve  a 
condemned  perfon  till  the  next  generall  court.  1 

Every  magiftrate  is  a  juftice  of  the  peace,  and  can  de- 
termine any  caufe  under  40s.  can  commit  to  prifon  and 
punKh  offenders  for  breach  of  lawes  ^nd  impofe  fines 
according  to  difcretion. 

The  fecretary  of  the  councill  fignes  all  warrants  for  the 
execution  of  perfons,  fitting  the  generall  court  or  courc 
ofaffiftants. 

The  governor  and  magiflrates  at  all  courts,  meetings 
and  afferablies,  have  a  publick  table  kept  and  their  necef- 
fury  expences  born  at  the  charge  of  the  country. 

And  for  keeping  all  perfons  in  perfedt  obedience  to 
their  authority,  it  is  enacted,  that  v^^hofoever  (hall  revile 
the  perfon  of  any  magiflrate  or  minifter,  or  fhall  defame 
any  court  of  ju (lice  or  the  fentence  or  proceedings  of  the 
fame,  or  the  judges  of  any  fuch  court  in  refpe£l  of  any  a£l 
or  fentence  therein  paflcd,  (hall  be  puniftied  by  whipping, 
fine,  imprifonmenr,  disfrancbifement  or  banidiment,  as  the 
quality  or  meafure  of  the  olience  fhall  deferve. 

And  whofoever  (hall  confpire  and  attempt  any  invafion, 
infurrec^ioQ,  or  publick  rebellion  againd:  the  comraon- 
weahh,  or  (hall  endeavour  to  furprize  any  town  or  fort> 
or  (hall  treacheroufiy  and  perfidiouily  attempt  the  altera- 
tion and  lubverfion  of  the  frame  of  pollicy  cr  government 
fundamentali  he  fliall  be  put  to  death.  And 
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And  as  a  marke  of  foYeraignry  they  coin  mony  (lamped 
with  infcrlption  Mattachufets  and  a  tree  in  the  center,  on 
ihe  one  fide,  and  New  England,  with  the  year  1652  and 
the  value  of  the  piece,  on  the  reverfe.  Their  money  is 
of  the  flandard  of  England  for  finenefle,  the  (liillings  weigh 
three  pennyweight  troy,  in  value  of  Englifh  money  nine- 
pence  farthing,  and  the  fmalier  coins  proportionable. 
Thefe  are  the  current  monies  of  the  colony  and  nor  to  be 
tranfported  thence,  except  twenty  (hillings  for  neceiTary 
cxpences,  on  penalty  of  confifcation  of  the  whole  vifible 
eftarc  of  the  tranfporters. 

All  the  money  is  (lamped  with  ihefe  figures,  1652,  that 
year  being  the  cera  of  the  commonwealth,  wherein  they 
crefled  themfelves  into  a  free  (late,  enlarged  their  domi- 
nions, fubjedled  the  adjacent  colonies  under  their  obedience, 
and  fummoned  deputies  to  (it  in  the  gencrall  court,  which 
year  is  fl:ill  commemorated  on  their  coin.^ 

All  commillions  are  made  in  the  name  of  the  governor, 
with  the  confent  of  the  councijl,  but  all  palTes  for  (hips 
and  certi(icates  are  in  the  name  of  the  governor  only,  in 
thefe  formes* 

CommifTion. 

John   Leverett,  Efq;   Governor  of  the  Ma(rachufet$ 
jurifdiftion  in  N.  E.  with  confent  of  the  councill. 
To  A.  B.  Captain. 

WHEREAS  you  are  chofen  and  appointed  to  be  captain 
to  a  foot  company  under  the  command  of  C.  D.  ge- 
nerall  and  commander  of  the  forces  now  to  be  fent  forth 
in  the  expedition  againft  the  treacherous  barbarous  ene- 
mies :  Thefe  are  therefore  to  will  and  require  you  to  take 
care  and  charge  of  the  faid  company  as  their  captain  and 
diligently  to  attend  the  fame  charge  of  exercifing  the  in- 
ferior officers  and  foldiers,  and  w  ith  your  beft  ikill  and 
indeavour  to  purfue,  kill  and  defrroy  the  faid  enemy,  com- 
manding your  company  to  obey  you  as  their  captain  for 
the  fervice  of  the  countrey  j   and   you  to  oblerve  and 

obey 
*  This  is  a  mifreprefentation.     The  firft  money  of  this  iajprefe 
being  ftamped  in   1652  they  never  altered  the  date,  ahho'  they 
ftamped  more  aQuually  for  thirty  years  together. 
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obey  all  fuch  orders  and  directions  as  from  time  to  time 
you  (hall  rcceave  from  your  fuperiour  officers,  the  general, 
fhe  councill,  or  generall  court  of  the  Maffachufets  jurif- 
di61ioD  in  New  England.  At  Bofton,  13th  June  1676, 
Sealed  with  the  feal  of  the  colony. 

PafTe. 
To  all  to  whom  thefe  prefents  fhall  come,  Greeting. 

I  John  Leverett,  Efq;  governor  of  his  Majefty's  colon j 
of  the  Maffachufcts  in  New- England,  doe  tedify  and 
make  known  that  J.  W.  mafter  or  commander  of  the  Sarah 
frigac  hath  appeared  before  me  and  delared  by  folemn 
oath  that  the  faid  (hip  or  vciTel  of  which  he  is  at  prefenc 
mader  or  commander,  containing  about  one  hundred  tons, 
doth  belong  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  London,  with- 
in the  dominions  of  his  raoft  ferene  and  mighty  prince  the 
King  of  Englaud,  Scotland,  France  and  Ireland,  defender 
of  the  faith.  So  help  him  God.  And  in  regard  it  will  be 
moil  acceptable  unto  me  that  the  faid  mafter  or  comman- 
der be  afliiled  in  his  juft  and  lawfull  affairs,  I  doe  requell 
you  and  every  of  you,  wherefoever  the  faid  mafter  or 
commander  Ihall  arrive  with  his  ftiip,  and  the  goods  laden 
on  board  and  carryed  in  her,  that  you  would  be  pleafed  to 
receave  hira  courreoully,  ufe  him  kindly,  and  admit  hioi 
upon  paying  the  lawfull  and  ufuall  cuftomes  and  other 
duties,  to  enter  into,  remain  in,  and  pafle  from  your  port, 
river  and  dominions,  and  there  to  enjoy  all  kind  of  right 
of  navigation,  traffick  and  commerce,  in  ajl  places  where 
he  fliall  thinke  fir,  which  I  (liall  moft  willingly  and  readily 
acknowledge  upon  all  occafions.  In  teftimony  and  con- 
firmation whereof  I  have  with  my  hand  figned  thefe  pre- 
fents, and  caufed  them  to  be  fealed  with  the  public  feal  of 
the  colony  above-written.  Dated  in  Bofton,  April  29, 
1676,  and  28th  year  of  his  Majefties  reign. 

Second  Enquiry.     What  lawes  and  ordinances  are  now 
in  force  there  derogatory  or  contrary  to  thofe  of  Eng- 
land, and  what  oath  is  prefcribed  by  the  government? 
The  lawes  and  ordinances  made  in  that  colony  are  no 
longer   obferved  than  as  they  ftiud    with  their  conve- 

•  1  i  jaience^ 
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Tcnience.  The  magiflrarcs  not  fo  {lri(flly  minding  the 
letter  of  the  law  when  their  publick  intereft  is  concerned, 
in  all  cales  more  regarding  the  quality  and  afle^ion  of  the 
perfons  ro  their  government  than  the  nature  of  their  of- 
fence. They  fee  no  evill  in  a  church  member,  and  there- 
fore it  is  very  difficult  to  get  any  fentence  or  vcrdidt  againft 
him,  tho'  in  the  fmalleft  matters. 

No  law  is  in  force  or  efteeme  there  but  fuch  as  are 
made  by  the  general]  court,  and  therefore  it  is  accounted 
a  breach  of  their  privileges  and  a  betraying  of  the  liberties 
of  their  cummonwealth  co  urge  the  obfervatioa  of  the 
lawes  of  England  or  his  Majeflics  commands. 

The  lawes  moft  derogatory  and  contradidlory  to  thofe 
of  England. 

All  perlons  of  the  age  of  21  years,  being  excommuni- 
cate or  condemned,  have  liberty  to  make  wills  and  difpofc 
of  lands  and  eftues. 

In  capital  cafes,  difmembering  or  banifhment;  where  no 
law  is  made  by  the  generall  court,  or  in  cafe  of  defe£l:  of 
a  law  in  any  particular  cafe,  the  offender  to  be  tryed  by 
the  word  of  God  and  be  judged  by  the  generall  court. 

Minifters  arc  ordained  by  the  people,  and  no  injunc- 
tion to  be  put  upon  any  church  officer  or  member,  in  point 
of  doi^rine,  worfliip  or  difcipline,  whether  for  fubftanceor 
circumftance,  befidcs  the  inftitution  of  the  Lord. 

Whoever  (hall  obferve  chriftmaffe  day,  or  the  like  fefli- 
▼ity,  by  forbearing  to  labour,  feafling  or  other  way  (hall 
pay  5J.  and  whofoever  fliall  not  refort  to  their  meeting  up- 
on the  Lord's  day  and  fuch  days  of  fading  and  Thankf- 
giving  as  (hall  be  appointed  by  authority,  (hall  pay  5/.  no 
days  commanded  by  the  lawes  of  England  to  be  obferved 
or  regarded. 

No  perfon  (hall  be  impreffed  or  compelled  to  ferve  la 
any  wars  but  fuch  as  (hall  be  enterprized  by  that  common- 
wealth, by  the  confent  of  a  generall  oourt,  or  by  authority 
derived  from  them. 

No  perfon  whatfoever  (hall  joine  any  perfons  in  mar- 
riage but  a  magiftrate,  it  being  an  honorable  ordinance  and 
therefore  (hould  be  accordingly  folleranized.  AH 
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All  ftrangers  profeffing  the  true  chriftian  religion  that 
fliall  fly  to  them  for  fuccour  from  the  tyranny  or  oppref- 
fion  of  their  perfecutors,  or  for  any  neceflary  or  compul- 
fory  caufe,  they  (hall  be  entertained  and  proie£led  amongft 
them  according  to  that  power  and  prudence  God  fnali  give 
them.  By  which  law  Whalley  and  Goffe  and  other  tray- 
tors  were  kindly  receaved  and  entertained  by  Mr.Gookins 
and  other  magiftrates. 

Whofoever  (hall  be  in  the  poffeflion  of  any  land  5  year% 
altho'the  grant  of  faid  land  was  to  another,  and  the  poifef- 
for  have  nothing  to  (hew  for  the  alienation  thereof  buthis 
poiTefTion,  thepoiTeiror  (hall  have  the  land  confirmed  to  him. 

No  oath  (hall  be  urged  or  required  to  be  taken  by  any 
perfon  but  fuch  oath  as  the  generall  court  hath  confidercd. 
allowed  and  required. 

The  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy  are  neither 
taken  by  the  magiftrates  nor  required  to  be  taken  by  the 
inhabitants,  only  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  government  is 
impofed  upon  all  perfons  as  well  ftrangers  as  inhabitants, 
upon  the  penalty  of  5/.  for  every  week  they  (hall  rcfufc 
the  faid  oath.^ 

The  oath  of  a  (Iranger. 

You  A.  B.  doe  acknowledge  yourfelfe  fubje£l:  to  the 
lawes  of  ihisjurifdi61ion  during  your  refidence  under  this 
government,  and  doe  fwear  by  the  great  name  of  the  ever- 
Jiving  God  and  engage  yourfelfe  to  be  true  and  faithfull 
to  the  fame,  and  not  to  plot  contrive  or  conceal  any  thing 
that  is  to  the  hurt  or  detriment  thereof.  So  help  youGod, 
The  oaih  of  an  inhabitant. 

"Whereas  I  A.  B.  am  an  inhabitant  within  this  jurifdic- 
tion,  confidering  how  I  ftand  obliged  to  the  king's  majef- 
tie  his  heirs  and  fuccefibrs  by  our  charter,  and  the  govern- 
ment eftabliflied  thereby,  doe  fwear  accordingly  by  the 
great  and  dreadful  name  of  the  ever  living  God,  that 
1  will  bear  faith  and  true  allegiance  to  our  fovereign  lord 
the  king  his  heirs  and  fuccefifors,  and  thac  1  will  be  true 
and  faithfull  to  the  government  and  accordingly  yield 
I  i  2  aliiftance 

*  Unlefs  they  gave  fecurity  for  their  fidel'ty  to  the  fatisladlioa  of 

the  court. 
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afliftance  thereunto  with  my  perfon  and  eflatcas  in  equity 
lam  bound;  and  will  alfo  truly  endeavour  and  preferve 
and  njaintain  all  the  liberties  and  privileges  thereof,  fub- 
jnirting  niyfeUe  unto  the  wholefome  lawes  made  and  efta- 
blilhed  by  the  fame ;  and  further,  that  J  will  not  plot  or 
practice  any  evil  againfl  it,  or  confent  to  any  that  fiiall  fo 
doe,  but  will  truely  difcover  and  reveal  the  fame  to  law- 
ful authority  now  here  etlablidied  for  the  fpeedy  prevent- 
ing thereof.  So  help  me  God  in  our  Lord  Jtfus  ChriO:. 
Thefe  and  all  other  oaths  are  taken  by  holding  up  the 
hand  and  not  by  laying  the  hand  upon  the  booke. 

Third  Enquiry.  What  number  of  church  members, 
freemen,  inhabitants,  planters,  fervants  or  Haves  there 
are,  of  what  protefTion  and  edares,  and  how  many 
of  them  men  able  to  bear  armes  ? 

The  magifhrates  and  all  other  officers  in  the  civil  go- 
vernment or  in  any  place  of  profit  or  advantage  are  church 
members,  and  are  confequemly  freemen,  but  the  number 
of  the  church  members  and  freemen  compared  with  the 
relt  of  the  inhabitants  (who  are  termed  the  dilTenting  party) 
is  very  inconfiderable,  not  being  reckoned  above  one  fixth 
part;  the  mod  wealthy  perfons  of  all  profcffions  being 
men  of  good  principles  and  well  afl'e^ted  to  his  Majeflle. 
It  is  nothing  but  interefl  and  defigne  that  draws  moft  of 
the  people  into  their  church  memberfhip  and  to  think 
well  of  that  religion  and  government   they   thrive  under. 

The  inhabitants  within  this  government,  including 
Hamplhire  and  Main,  are  computed  to  be  upwards  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  fouls. 

The  chief  profcffions  are  merchants  who  are  principally 
feated  at  Boflon,  Salem,  Charleftown,  and  Porifmouth,and 
wealthy  ffiop  keepers  or  retailers,  who  dwell  in  moll  towns 
of  the  colony,  and  get  good  eftates.  There  are  rich  men 
of  all  callings  and  profcffions,  and  all  mechanical  arts  and 
occupations  thrive  well. 

The  farmers  are  numerous  and  wealthy,  live  in  good 
houfes,  are  given  to  hofpitality,  and  make  good  advantage 
by  their  corn,  cattle,  poukry,  butter  and  cheefe. 

There 
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There  are  about  30  merchants  that  arc  cfleemed  worth 
from  ten  to  twenty  thouland  pounds ;  moll  have  coniidera- 
ble  efti-ies  and  very  great  trades,  and  are  an  indaitrious  and 
thriving  people.  There  are  no  fervants  but  upon  hired 
wages,  except  fome  few  who  ferve  four  yeares  for  the 
charge  of  being  tranfported  thither  by  their  mafters,  ard 
not  above  200  (lives  in  the  colony,  and  thofe  are  brought 
from  Guinea  and  Madagafcar. 

There  are  men  able  to  bear  armes  between  30  and 
40,000 and  in  the  town  ofBodon  is  computed  about  4000.I 

Fourth  Enquiry.  What  number  of  horfe  and  foor.and 
whether  they  be  trained  bands  or  {landing  forces, 
and  what  old  and  experienced  oiScers  they  have 
amongfl  them? 
They  have  no  (landing  army,  but  their  trained  bands 
are  twelve  troops  of  horfe  and  fix  jhoufand  foot ;  each 
troop  confiding  ot  60  horfe  befides  oiTicers,  are  all  well 
mounted  and  complearly  armed  with  back,breait,headpiece, 
buiFe  coar,  fword,  carbine  and  piftols,  each  troop  diilin- 
guiihed  by  their  coats.  The  foot  alfo  are  very  well  fur- 
ciQied  with  fwords,  mufkets,  and  bandaliers.  There  are 
no  pikemen.  they  being  of  no  ufe  in  the  warrs  with  the 
Indians.  The  late  w^arrs  have  hardned  their  infantry, 
made  them  good  firemen,  and  taught  them  the  ready  ufe 
of  their  armes.  The  pay  in  time  of  war  to  a  caprain  of 
horfe  is  6/.  per  month,  to  a  captain  of  foot  4/.  to  a  com- 
mon foldicr  one  ihiiling  a  day  befides  victuals,  and  in  time 
of  peace  the  officers  have  an  allowance  for  their  expences 
upon  the  days  of  muder.  The  prefent  governor  Mr. 
Leverett  is  the  only  old  foldier  in  the  colony,  he  ferved 
in  the  late  rebellion,  under  the  ufurper  Oliver  Cromwell, 
as  a  captain  of  horfe.  The  governor  of  the  colony  is 
always  generall,  and  out  of  the  reft  of  the  magidrates  is 
chofen  the  major-generall  ;  they  are  places  of  good  profit^ 
and  no  danger,   they  may   day  at   home  and  fhare   the 

I  i  3  fpoyle 

t  Th's  is  an  extravagant  computation. 

*  The  Governor  never  had  more  than  /.  lOO  per  annum.   I  never 

met  with  any  allowance  to   a   Major- General,  and  fuppofe  he 

had  Qoaa  except  la  a6tu;il  a&U>n. 
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fpojie,  while  younger  men  command  the  army  in  the  field 
againft  the  enemy. 

Fifth  Enquiry.  What  caflles  and  forts  are  in  New- 
England,  and  how  fciru:ired,  and  what  (lore  of  pro- 
vifions  are  they  furniihed  withall  ? 

Three  miles  from  Bofton,  upon  a  fmall  ifland,  there  is 
aeaftle  of  ilone  lately  built  and  in  good  repair,  wiih  four 
badions  and  mounted  with  38  guns,  16  whole  culverin, 
coiiimodiouily  feared  upon  a  rifmg  ground  60  pices  from 
the  wa'er  Mc,  under  which  at  high  water  marke  is  a  fmall 
Hone  battery  of  6  guns,  thefe  command  ail  the  vefftls  fail- 
ing up  and  down  the  channel  of  Bodon.  There  is  fix 
fathom  water  by  the  caftle,  and  no  good  going  up  any 
other  way.  The  prefent  commander  is  one  Cape.  Clap, 
an  old  man,  his  faiary  ^ol.  per  ann.  There  belong  te  it 
fix  gunners,  each  i  o/.  per  ann.  No  foldiers  are  there,  and 
feldom  above  the  captain  and  one  gunner,  who  upon  fight 
of  any  vefi^ci  coming  up  fet  up  his  Majefties  flag,  the  only 
demonftration  of  his  Majeflies  authority  in  thofe  parts,  to 
which  all  velTels  are  lollrike,  and  none  are  to  faile  out 
from  Bodcn  bur  they  mud  fend  their  pa  fie  to  the  captain, 
which  is  figned  by  the  goverror,  for  which  is  paid  lod, 
and  if  it  be  a  bill  of  health,  i^d  There  is  a  fmall  brick 
forr  lately  made  at  the  fou[h  end  of  Bofton,  with  two  tyre 
of  guns,  6  in  each,  as  it  is  made  it  is  of  little  uft,  no  offi- 
cers or  foidiers  belong  to  it.  One  platforme  on  the  north 
fide  of  the  towne,  commanding  the  river  to  Charleftown, 
madeof  loofe  ftones  and  turfe,  mounted  with  5  demy  cul- 
verin, two  fmall  gun?,  no  officers. 

There  is  a  fmall  fort  at  Marblehead,  upon  a  neck  of 
land  going  up  to  the  bay  of  Bodon>  but  of  little  ufe. 

And  upon  the  wedern  poynt  of  Great  Ifland,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  of  Pafcataway,  is  a  fmall  fort  in  good 
repair,  very  cornmodioufly  feated  and  mounted  with  5  guns, 
formerly  built  by  John  Mafon,  Efq;  from  this  river  ccme 
the  mads  and  plankes  for  England.  Every  veflel  above 
20  tuns,  not  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  colon yj^ 
payes,  per  tun,  4,  pound  of  powder,  or  9  pence  in  money, 
which  amounts  to  a  confiderable  ftocL  Tb^r?, 
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There  are  in  the  publick  (tores  commonly  1000  barrels 
of  powder,  with  other  ammunition  and  armes  proportion- 
able, befides  6000  Imail  armes  lately  come  from  England. 

At  Dorchelter,  7  miles  from  Bollon,  is  a  powder  mill 
in  good  repair,  well  wrought.  There  is  in  the  country 
great  quantities  of  laltpeter,  efpecialiy  upon  iflands  where 
foule  frequent,  and  in  fwamps  where  pigeons  rood.  The 
powder  is  as  good  and  ftrong  as  the  beft  Englifh  powder; 
the  mafter  of  the  worke  is  one  Everfden,  formerly  of 
Battles  in  Suflex. 

Great  guns  have  formerly  bcencaft  in  the  country,  but 
none  at  prefent,  the  undertakers  quarrelling  among  them- 
felves,  and  fo  the  workes  fell. 

There  is  great  plenty  of  iron  oare,  and  as  good  iron 
made  as  any  in  Spain.  There  are  fix  forges  for  making 
of  iron  in  that  colony. 

The  town  of  Bofton,  the  metropolis  of  the  colony  and 
the  refidence  of  the  governor  and  councill  is  feated  upon  a 
peninfula,  which  with  a  fmall  charge  might  be  made  very 
ftrong,  being  incompaffed  by  thefea,  excepi  a  fmall  neck 
of  land  of  100  rodb  at  low  water,  but  not  20  at  high.  The 
town  contains  about  2000  houfes,  mod  built  with  tymber 
and  covered  with  iliingles  of  cedar,  as  are  mod  of  the 
houfes  in  the  country,  fomc  few  are  brick  buildings  and 
covered  with  tyles. 

Sixth  Enquiry.  What  arc  the  reputed  boundaries 
and  contents  of  land  ? 

The  ancient  bounds  of  the  Maffachufets  colony  was 
not  above  20  miles  upon  the  fea  coad:,^  but  the  prefent 
limits  are  as  large  as  that  government  pleafe  lomikctnem, 
having  fome  years  fmce  taken  in  the  two  intire  provinces 
of  Hamplhire  and  Mayne,  by  them,  now  called  after  other 
names  and  divided  into  4  counties,  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Mid- 
dlefex  and  Yorkdiire,  befides  feveral  confiderable  townes  in 
the  other  colonies  of  New  Plymouth  and  Conue6licot; 
for  the  Malfachufets,  having  the  prehcrainence  in  trade, 

I  i  4  ftrength 

♦  The  bounds  of  the  colony  upaa  the  fea  coaft  werfr  nev^r  coauo" 

verted  nor  uncertain. 
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flrength  and  riches,  take  the  liberty  to  clayme  as  farre  99 
thelre  convenience  and  intere(i:  dire6{-s,  never  wanting  a 
pretext  of  right  to  any  place  that  is  commodious  for  them, 
declaring  they  doe  not  know  the  boundaries  of  their 
commonwealth. 

And  tho'  his  Majefli^es  commiiTioners,  in  the  year  1 66$, 
did  fettle  the  limits  of  feverall  colonies,  efpeciaily  the  pro- 
vinces of  Hampfliire  and  Main,  and  declared  to  the  in- 
habitants that,  by  his  Majeiiies  commiffion  and  authority, 
they  were  taken  off  from  the  government  of  the  Maffa- 
chufets,  to  the  gcnerall  fatisfa6lion  and  rejoycing  of  the 
people,  and  did  conftitute  juflices  of  the  peace  and  other 
officers  (with  the  approbation  of  the  proprietors)  to  a£l 
and  govern  according  10  the  iawes  of  England,  and  by  fuch 
lawes  of  their  owne  as  were  not  repugnant  ihertunto,  un- 
till  his  Mijeftie  fhould  take  further  order,  whereupon  his 
Mdjeilie,  by  his  declaration  to  the  corporation  of  Boflon"^ 
of  the  1  oth  of  Aprill  1666,  did  approve  of  the  actings  and 
proceeding  of  his  faid  commiilioners,  and  did  command  that 
noe  alteration  (nould  be  made,  either  in  the  boundaries  or 
government  of  thofe  colonies,  and  that  all  determinations 
made  by  fjid  comraiffioners  fliould  be  obferved  and  con- 
tinue until  I  his  Majeftie  Ihould  make  his  own  finall  deter- 
mination, yet  neveriheleffe,  noe  fopner  were  hi?  Ma- 
jeflies  commiiTioners  returned  for  England,  but  Mr.  Leve- 
ret, the  prefent  governor,  Mr.  Ting  and  Capt.  Pike,  and 
fomeorher?  entred  thefe  provinces  in  an  hoflile  manner, 
with  horfe  and  foot,  and  fubverted  the  government  there 
fettled  by  the  commiilioners,  imprifoned  feverall  perfons, 
and  compelled  the  inhabitants  to  fubmit  to  their  ufurpa- 
tions.  And  thus  taking  all  opportunities  and  advantages  to 
im.prov^:  their  dominions  and  authority,  the  jurifdi(^ioa 
of  the  MaUachufets  is  fweiled  into  a  very  large  territory. 

Seventh   Enquiry.      What  correfpondence   doe    they 

keep  with   their  neighbours  the   French,    and   the 

government  of  New  Yorke  ? 

The  French,  upon   the  lad  treaty  of  peace  concluded 

between  the  two  erowns  of  England  and  France,  had  Neva 

Scoti4, 
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Scotia,  now  called  Acadie,  delivered  up  to  them,  to  the 
great  dilconrcnt  and  murmuring  of  the  government  of 
Bofton,  that  his  iMajeftie,  witho«t  their  knowledge  or 
confent,  {liould  part  with  a  place  fo  profitable  to  them, 
from  whence  ihey  drew  great  quantiiics  of  beaver  and 
other  peltry,  befidcs  the  fiftiing  for  cod.  Neverthelefle, 
the  people  of  Bollon  have  continued  a  private  trade  with 
the  French  and  Indians  inhabiring  thofe  parts,  for  beaver- 
ili'ms  and  oiher  commodities,  and  have  openly  kept  on 
their  fifhing  upon  the  faid  coaft,  tho'  often^  by  the  French 
Kings  lleftenant  in  Acadie  laft  year. 

Monfieur  La  Bourn,  governor  for  the  French  King 
there,  upon  pretence  of  fome  affronts  and  injuries  offered 
jiim  by  the  government  of  Boflon,  did  flriflly  inhibit  the 
inhabitants  any  trade  with  the  Englifh,  and  moreover  layd 
an  impofition  of  400  codfifh  upon  every  veffel  that  (hould 
fiih  upon  the  coaiis,  and  fuch  asrefufed  had  their  fifh  and 
provifions  feiztd   on  and  taken  away. 

The  French  have  held  a  civill  correfpondcnce  with  the 
inhabitants  of  Hampfhire  and  Main  and  Dukes  province, 
tho'  the  government  of  Bofion,  on  all  occafions,  is  imj30- 
fing  upon  the  French,  and  incouraging  an  interloping 
trade,  which  caufes  jealoufics  and  feares  in  the  inhabitants 
bordering  upon  Acadie,  that  the  French  will,  fome  tymc 
or  other,  fuddainly  fall  upon  them,  to  the  breach  of  the 
nationall  peace.  The  government  of  the  MaiTachufets 
hath  a  perfe<^  hatred  for  the  French,  becaufe  of  their  too 
near  neighbourhood,  and  lolTe  of  their  trade,  and  lookc 
upon  them  with  an  evill  eye,  beleeving  they  hare  had  a 
hand  m  the  late  warre  with  the  Indians, 

As  for  New  Yorke,  there  were  feverall  things  in  mat- 
ter of  trade  which  occafioned  a  difference  between  the  two 
governments,  which  at  length  rofc  fo  high  that  it  came  to 
a  flop  of  trade,  the  governor  of  New  Yorke  not  permitting 
any  European  goods  to  be  imported  into  that  colony  from 
Boilon,  that  had  not  certificate  or  other  fufEcicnt  proof  to 
have  paid  en  (lorn  in  England,  which  hath  ever  fince  occa- 
fioaed  a  mirunderftauding  between  them. 

In 

o  BQm^ih'rn^  U  wajating  lo  cii!je  cut  the  fenfe. 
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In  the  late  Indian  warre,  the2[ovcrnment  of  Boflon  did 
greatly  complain  of  fort  Albany,  that  from  thence  the  In- 
dians were  fupplied  with  armes  and  amcnunition,  and  were 
inconraged  to  begin  and  prolecutethe  warre,  but  this  great 
outcry  is  judged  by  the  wiferand  fober  fort  of  people  to 
be  without  any  juft  caufe,  but  rather  a  report  raifed  out 
of  malice  and  envy  ;  for  the  government  of  the  Maffachu- 
fets  love  no  government  that  is  not  like  their  own,  and 
therefore  they  were  more  kind  and  friendly  to  the  Dutch 
(even  in  tymeof  warre)  when  they  were  poiTefTed  of  New 
Yorke,  than  they  are  to  their  countrymen  the  EngliOi. 
However,  the  governor  of  New  Yorke  hath  proved  very 
fcrviceable  to  the  MafTachufets  in  this  warre,  and  had  the 
magiftratesof  Bofton  either  conferred  wi^h  or  hearkened 
to  the  advice  of  Colonel  Androfs,  the  Indian  warre  had 
either  been  diverted  or  proved  leflc  deftru61ive ;  for  he 
offered  and  would  have  engaged  the  Mowhawkes  and 
Maquot  Indians  to  have  failed  upon  the  Sachem  Philip  and 
his  confederates,  but  his  friendly  advice  and  offers  were 
flighted.^  Nevertheleffe,  Colonel  Androfs,  out  of  his  duty 
to  his  Majeftie,  kept  the  aforefaid  Indians  from  taking  any 
part  with  the  Sachim  Philip. 

Eighth  Enquiry.  What  hath  been  the  originall  caufe 
of  the  prefent  warre  with  the  natives.  What  are 
the  advantages  or  difadvantages  arifmg  thereby  and 
will  probably  be  the  End  ? 

Various  are  the  reports  and  conjectures  of  the  caufes  of 
the  prefent  Indian  warre.  Some  impute  it  to  an  imprudent 
zeal  in  themagidrates  of  Bofton  to  chriftianize  thofe  hea- 
then before  they  were  civilized  and  injoyning  them  the 
ftric):  obfervation  of  their  lawes,  which,  to  a  people  fo  rude 
and  licentious,  hath  proved  even  intollerable,?and  that  the 
more,  for  that  while  the  magiftrates,  for  their  profit,  put 
the  lawes  feverely  in  execution  againfl:  the  Indians,  th.e 
people,  on  the  other  fide,  for  lucre  and  gain,  iniice  and 
provoke  the  Indians  to  the  breach  thereof,  efpecially  to 
drunkennelTe,  to  which  thofe  people  are  fo  generally  ad- 
dided  that  they  will  ftrip  therafeives  to  their  fkin  to  have 

their 
♦  I  pcver  met  with  any  evidence  of  this. 
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their  fill  of  rnme  and  brandy,  the  MafTachufets  having 
made  a  law  that  every  Indian  druni<e  fhould  pay  los.  or 
be  whipped,  according  to  the  difcretion  of  the  magiftrate. 
Many  of  thefe  poor  people  willingly  offered  their  backs 
to  the  lafh  to  fave  their  money  ;  whereupon,  the  magi- 
ftrates  finding  much  trouble  and  no  profit  to  arife  to  the 
government  by  whipping,  did  change  that  punifhment 
into  I  o  dayes  workc  for  fuch  as  could  not  or  would  not 
pay  the  fine  of  los.  which  did  highly  incenfethe  Indians, 

Some  beleeve  there  have  been  vagrant  and  jefuiticall 
priefts,  who  have  made  it  their  bufmeffe,  for  fome  ycares 
pad,  to  goe  from  Sachim  to  Sachim,  to  exafperate  the  In- 
dians againft  the  Euglidi  and  to  bring  them  into  a  confe- 
deracy, and  that  they  were  promifed  fupplies  from  France 
and  other  parts  'to  extirpate  the  Englifh  nation  out  of  the 
conrinenr  of  America.  Others  impute  the  caufe  to  fome 
injuries  offered  to  the  Sachim  Philip ;  for  he  being  poflef- 
fed  of  a  tra<^  of  land  called  Mount  Hope,  a  very  fertile, 
pleafmr  and  rich  foylc,  fome  Englifh  had  a  mind  to  dif- 
poffefTs  him  thereof,  who  never  wanting  one  pretence  or 
other  to  attain  their  end,  complained  of  injuries  done  by 
Philip  and  his  Indians  to  their  flock  and  cattle,  whereup- 
on Philip  was  often  fummoned  before  the  magiftrate, 
fometimes  imprifoned,  and  never  releafed  but  upon  part- 
ing with  a  confiderable  part  of  his  land. 

Bat  the  government  of  the  MafTachufets  (to  give  it  in 
their  own  words)  do  declare  thefe  are  the  great  evills  for 
which  God  hath  given  the  heathen  commifTion  to  rife 
againft  them :  The  wofull  breach  of  the  5th  command- 
ment, in  contempt  of  their  authority,  which  is  a  fin  highly 
provoking  to  the  Lord  :  For  men  wearing  long  hayre  and 
perewigs  made  of  womens  hayre ;  for  women  wearing 
borders  of  hayre  and  for  cutting,  curling  and  laying  out 
the  hayre,  and  difguifing  themfeives  by  following  flrange 
fafhions  in  their  apparell :  For  profanefTc  in  the  people 
not  frequenting  their  meetings,  and  others  going  away 
before  the  blefling  be  pronounced  :  For  fufFering  the 
Quakers  to  live  amongfl  them  and  to  fet  up  their  threfh- 

holdfi 
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holds  by  Gods  threfliolds,  contrary  to  their  old  lawes  and 
rcfolutions.-^ 

With  many  fach  reafons,  but  whatever  be  the  c^uCe, 
the  Englilh  have  contributed  much  to  their  misfortunes, 
for  thfcy  firft  taught  the  Indians  the  u(t  of  armes,  and  ad- 
mitted them  to  be  prefent  at  ail  their  mullers  and  train- 
ings, and  fhewed  them  how  to  handle,  mend  and  fix  their 
mufkets,  and  have  been  furnifhed  with  all  forts  of  armes 
by  permiflion  of  the  government,  fo  that  the  Indians  arc 
become  excellent  firemen.  And  at  Natick  there  was  a 
gathered  church  of  praying  Indians,  who  were  cxercifed 
as  trained  bands,  under  officers  of  their  owne;  thefehave 
been  the  mod  barbarous  and  cruel  enemies  to  the  Englifli 
of  any  others.  Capt.  Tom,  their  leader,  being  lately  t.ikea 
and  hanged  at  Bofton,  with  one  other  of  their  chiefs. 

That  notvvithftanding  the  ancient  law  of  the  country, 
made  in  the  year  1^33,  that  no  perfon  fliould  fell  any 
armes  or  ammunition  to  any  Indian  upon  penalty  of  10/. 
for  every  gun,  5/.  for  a  pound  of  powder,  and  40J.  for  a 
pound  of  (hot,  yet  the  government  of  the  Maffachufets 
in  the  year  1657,  upon  defigne  to  monopolize  the  whole 
Indian  trade  did  publifli  and  declare  that  the  trade  of 
furrs  and  peltry  with  the  Indians  in  their  jurifdi<^ion  did 
folely  and  properly  belong  to  their  commonwealth  and 
cot  to  every  indifferent  perfon,  and  did  enac^  that  no  per- 
fon lliould  trade  with  the  Indians  for  any  fort  of  peltry, 
except  fuch  as  were  authorized  by  that  court,  under  the 
penalty  of  100/.  for  every  offence,  giving  liberty  to  all 
fuch  as  fliould  have  licence  from  them  to  fell,  unto  any 
Indian,  guns,  fwords,  powder  and  (liot,  paying  to  the  trea- 
furer  3^.  for  each  gun  and  for  each  dozen  of  fwords ;  6d. 
tor  a  pound  of  powder  and  for  every  ten  pound  of  (hot, 
by  which  means  the  Indians  have  been  abundantly  fur- 
ni(hed  with  great  (fore  of  armes  and  ammunition  to  the 
utter  ruin  and  undoing  of  many  families  in  the  neighbour- 
ing colonies  to  inrich  fome  few  of  their  relations  and 
church  members. 

No' 

*  M2£d.  Hiftorj,  Vol.  I.  p.  521. 


COLLECTION    of    PAPERS.      49s 

No  advantage  but  many  difadvanrages  have  ariifen  to 
the  Englifh  by  the  warre,  for  about  600  men  have  beea 
llaine,  and  1 2  captains,  mod  of  them  brave  and  flout  per- 
fons  and  of  loyal  principles,  whilefl  the  church  members 
had  liberty  to  (lay  at  home  and  not  hazard  their  perfons 
in  the  wiidernefTe. 

The  lofle  to  the  Englifh  in  the  feverall  colonies,  in  their 
habitations  and  flock,  is  reckoned  to  amount  to  150,000/. 
there  having  been  about  1200  houfes  burned,  8000  head 
of  cattle,  great  and  fmall,  killed,  and  many  thoufand 
bufliels  of  wheat,  peafe  and  other  grain  burned  (of  vi^hich 
the  Maflachufets  colony  hath  not  been  damnifyed  one 
third  part,  the  great  loiTe  falling  upon  New  Plymouth  and 
Conne6ticot  colonies)^  and  upward  of  3000  Indians  men 
women  and  children  deftroyed,  who  if  well  managed  would 
have  been  very  ferviceable  to  the  Englifli,  which  makes 
all   manner  of  labour  dear. 

The  warre  at  prefent  is  near  an  end.  In  Plymouth 
colony  the  Indians  furrender  themfelves  to  Gov.  Winflow, 
upon  mercy,  and  bring  in  all  their  armes,  are  wholly  at  his 
difpofali,  except  life  and  tranfportation  ;  but  for  all  fuch 
as  have  been  nororioufly  cruell  to  women  and  children,  (o 
foon  as  difcovered  they  are  to  be  executed  in  the  fight  of 
their  fellow  Indians. 

The  government  of  Bofton  have  concluded  a  peace 
upon  thefe  termes. 

1.  That  there  be  henceforward  a  firme  peace  between 
the  Indians  and  Englifh. 

2.  That  after  publication  of  the  articles  of  peace  by 
the  generall  court,  if  any  Engliih  (hall  willfully  kill  an 
Indian,  upon  due  proof,  he  (hall  dye,  and  if  an  Indian  kill 
an  Englifhman  and  efcape,  the  Indians  are  to  produce  him, 
and  he  to  pafTe  tryall  by  the  Engliih  lawes. 

That  the  Indians  (hall  not  conceal  any  known  enemJes 

to  theEnglifli,  but  (liall  difcover  them  and  bring  them  to 

the  Englifh.  r^t 

^  That 

♦  Randolph  (hews  his  malice  againft  the  MafTichufets  in  this  mif- 
reprer-ntdtion.  for  Connedticut   iiffered    but    iittfe  by  the  war, 

•  and  the   Vl.ffichufets  loft  more  of  their  iubfhnce  as  well  as.  of 
%\ii\c  iuhabitaats  ihan  both  the  other  colonies  together. 
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That  upon  all  occafions  the  Indians  are  to  ayd  and  affift 
the  Englifh  againfl  their  enemies,  and  to  be  under  Englifh 
command. 

That  all  Indians  have  liberty  to  fit  down  at  their  for- 
mer habitations  without  let. 

Ninth  Enquiry.    What  are  the  commodities  of  the  pro- 
duction, growth  and  manufaflure  of  the  country,  and 
what  are  thofe  imported  from  other  places,  and  par- 
ticularly how  the  trade  and  navigation  is  carryed  on, 
whether  directly  to  and  from  England  or  otherwife, 
what  number  of  (hips  do  trade  thither  yearly,  and  of 
what  burthen  they  are,  and  where  built ;  and  laftly, 
what  notice  is  taken  of  the  slOl  of  navigation  ? 
The  commodities  of  the  produflion,  growth  and  raa- 
nufa£lure  of  New  England  are,  all  things  neceffary  for 
fliipping  and  naval  furniture  in  great  abundance,  as  excel- 
lent oake,  elrae,   beech,  firre,  pines  for  mafls  the  bed  in 
the  world,  pitch,  tarre,  hempe,  and  iron  not  inferior  to 
that  of  Bilboa,  clapboards,  pipe  ftaves,  plankes  and  deal- 
boards,  fo  that  his  Majeftie  need  not  be  beholding  toother 
nations  for  naval  ftores. 

It  abounds  with  horfes,  beefes,  iheep,  hogs  and  goats, 
with  mighty  numbers  of  wild  beads,  as  beaver,  otter, 
moofe,  deer,  dags,  foxes,  mufquadi,  and  feverall  other  forts, 
whofe  fkins  produce  great  profit  yearly.  Alfo  great  plenty 
of  wheat,  rye,  barley,  oats  and  peafe,  fruits  of  mod  kinds, 
efpecially  apples,  whereof  they  make  great  quantities  of 
excellent  cider.  Fifh  of  all  forts,  efpecially  cod,  mackarell 
and  herring,  which  are  very  large  and  fat.  Thefe  are 
the  daple  commodities  and  are  exported. 

To  Virginia,  Jamaica  and  Maryland,  beef  and  porkc 
falted,  peafe,  flower,  biilcet  and  raault,  coddfifh  and  fait 
mackarell. 

To  Barbados,  Nevis,  St.  Chridopher  and  the  other 
illands,  the  above  commodities,  together  with  horfes,  deal- 
boards,  pipedaves,  and  houfes  ready  framed. 

To  Spain,  Portugall  and  the  Straights,  Maderas  and 
Canary  iilands,  fiihand  timber,  pipedaves  and  dealboards. 
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To  England,  mads  and  yards  for  (hips,  firre  and  cake 
plankes,   with   all  forts  of  peltry. 

The  commodities  imported  from  the  plantations  are 
tobacco,  fugar,  indico,  cotton  wool,  ginger,  logwood, 
fuitick,  cocao  and  rurae,  the  which  are  again  tranfported 
to  other  pans. 

The  trade  and  nayigarion  is  carried  on  by  a  generall 
trafEck  to  moft  parts  of  Europe,  as  England,  Scotland, 
Ireland,  Spain,  France,  Portugall,  Holland,  Canaries,  and 
the  Hans  townes,  carrying  to  each  place  fuch  commodities 
as  are  vendible,  either  of  their  own  growth  and  manufac- 
ture or  ihofe  of  the  other  plantations,  and  doe  make  their 
returns  in  fuch  goods  as  are  neceffary  and  vendible  either 
in  New  England,  or  in  any  other  of  his  Majeflies  domi- 
nions in  America  ;  as  brandy,  Canary,  Spanifti  and  French 
wines,  bullion,  fait,  fruits,  oyles,  filkes,  laces,  linnen  of  all 
forts,  cloath,  ferges,  baycs,  kerfies,  ftockings,  and  many 
other  commodities,  which  they  diflribuie  into  all  parts  of 
the  Weft-Indies ;  fo  that  there  is  little  left  for  the  mer- 
chants refiding  in  England  to  import  into  any  of  the  plan- 
tations, ihofe  of  New-England  being  able  to  afford  their 
goods  much  cheaper  than  fuch  who  pay  the  cuftomes  and 
are  laden  in  England.  By  which  meanes  this  kingdome 
hath  loft  the  beft  part  of  the  weftern  trade,  there,  being 
Tery  little  exported  hence  but  only  fuch  commodities  as 
are  properly  the  prod  ufl  and  manwfadlure  of  England  and 
cannot  be  had  in  other  parts. 

It  is  the  great  care  of  the  merchants  to  keep  their  (hips 
in  conftant  imploy,  which  m^akes  them  trye  all  ports  to 
force  a  trade,  whereby  they  abound  with  all  forts  of  com- 
modities, and  Bofton  may  be  efteemed  the  mart  town  of 
the  Weft  Indies. 

There  are  feme  (hips  lately  fent  to  Guinea,  Madagafcar 
and  thofe  coaft^,  and  fome  to  Scanderoon,  laden  with  mafts 
and  yards  for  (hips. 

There  are  feverall  veiTels  yearly  built  there  and  fold  in 
England  and  other  parts,  which  they  build  very  cheap. 

Ifierc 
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There  are  built  in  and  belong  ro  that  jurifdi(5tion. 

>VelieIs  from  <    ^    >    to    <        VTuns. 
200/^  )    3^ (  )   S^C 

There  are  about  30  mafter-buildersof  (hips  and  (hip- 
carpenters  and  other  workmen  and  artificers  proportionable. 

The  chief  places  for  building  are  Bofton,  Charleflowu, 
Salem,  Ipfwich,  Salifbury  and  Portfmouth.  Good  (hips 
are  built  for  foure  pounds  the  tun. 

There  is  no  notice  taken  of  the  afl  of  navigation,  plan- 
tation,  or  any  other  lawes  made  in  England  for  the  regu- 
lation of  trade.  All  nations  having  free  liberty  to  come 
into  their  ports  and  vend  their  commodities,  without  any 
reftraint ;  and  in  this  as  well  as  in  other  things,  that  go- 
vernment would  make  the  world  believe  they  are  a  free 
ftate  and  doe  a£i:  in  all  matters  accordingly,  and  doe  pre- 
fume  to  give  paffports  to  (liips,  not  only  belonging  to  that 
colony  butalfo  to  England,  without  any  regard  to  thofe 
rules  prefcribed  by  his  Majedie. 

Tenth  Enquiry.  What  are  the  taxes  and  fines  layd 
upon  the  country,  what  rates  and  duries  are  charged 
upon  goods  exported  and  imported,  what  publick 
revenue  doth  arife  to  the  government,  of  whar  nature 
it  is  and  how  and  by  whom  it  is  collected  and  exa6ted  ? 

The  taxes  layd  upon  the  country  and  duely  colle<^ed  arc. 

Poll-money.  Every  m.ale  perfon  of  1 6  years  of  age  and 
upwards,  both  inhabitant,  lodger,  child,  fervant  or  flave, 
payes  yearly  one  (hilling  and  eight  pence  per  head. 

Land-tax.  Upon  all  eRates  reall  and  perfomll  there  is 
paid  yearely,  one  penny  for  every  twenty  (liillings  value, 
upon  lands,  houfes,  mills,  (hips,  goods,  cattle,  and  all  other 
known  eftate,  whether  at  home  or  at  fea.  The  eftates  of^ 
merchants  and  (hopkeepers,  being  inhabitants,  are  rated  by 
the  rule  of  common  eftimation,  according  to  the  will  and 
doome  of  the  afTeflbrs.  All  handicraftfmen  are  rated  for 
iheir  returnes  and  gaines  in  their  callings   proportionable 

to 
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to  others.     Every  merchant  flrangcr's  eftatc  is  rated  and 
payes  according  to  the  cargo  he  brings  into  the  country. 

Law-fuits.  All  a£>ions  of  the  value  of  two  pounds  pay 
at  entry  10/.  often  pounds,  i5f.  of  twenty  pounds  and 
upwards,  20s.  petitions  to  the  court  to  obtain  a  debt  or 
favour  lOJ".  Magiftrates  and  miniftcrs  and  church  elders 
pay  no  poilmoney  or  other  taxes  upon  lands  or  perfonall 
cftates. 

Cuftoms.  Upon  all  goods  imported  either  by  fea  or  land. 

All  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes,  living  cattle  r     r   ^ 

and  provifions  doth  pay  for  every  hundred  ^*  -^^     * 

pound   value          •—          —         —  o     10  o 

Fayall  wines  or  of  the  weftern  illands,  per  tun,  o     100 

Madera  wine         —         —         —         —  0134 

Canary,   Sherry  and  Malaga  wine         —  100 

French  wines         —         —         —         —  o   10     o 

Brandy  wine     —         —         —         -^  200 

Every  (hip  of  200  tuns  and  upward  payes  o   10     o 

And  fmall  veiTels,  each  voyage         —       ^^  o     6     2 

Stranger's  veffels  according  to  their  burth.  p.tun,  006 

Every  velTel   above   20   tuns  not  built  in  the 

colony  payes  each  voyage  half  a  pound 

of  powder  per  tun,  or   in  money  009 

Excife.  Upon  all  liquors  retayled  in  publick 

houfes,  cider,  beer  &  ak,  per  hogQiead  026 

Mumme,  the  hogfhead  —  —  050 

Vintners  and  retailers  of  wine  doe  pay  per  tun  500 

Brandy   and  all  flrong  liquors    per  gallon  00     8 

All  publick  houfes  are  licenfed  by  the  magiftrates 
and  are  obliged  to  clear  their  accounts  of  excife 
monthly,  upon  oath. 

For  armes  and  ammunition  fold   to  the  Indians. 
For  each  gun  3^.     For  powder  the  pound  6d. 

For  a  dozen  fwords  y.     For  Ihot  every  ten  pound     6cL 

No  cufiom  upon  any  thing  exported  except  horfes, 
which  pay   6d. 

K  k  The 
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The  publick  revenue  of  the  colony  is  computed  to  be 
upwards  of  20000/.^  and  is  difpofed  of  as  the  governor 
and  magiflrates  chink  fit,  without  giving  any  account  to 
the  country,  by  which  meanes  whofoever  comes  into  the 
magidracy  hath  an  opportunity  of  growing  rich  and  ad- 
vancing his  relations ;  it  being  exceeding  profitable  to  be 
a  m»gi(lrate  of  that  corporation.  It  was  generally  bc- 
]eeved  there  was  a  great  bank  of  money  in  the  treafury, 
there  having  been  large  funis  collected  frona  the  year  1652, 
and  little  occafion  of  publick  cxpcnce  befides  falaries  to  the 
magiilr-Kes  and  other  officers,  and  maintaining  a  publick 
table  :  But,  upon  cccafion  of  a  prefent  fupply  for  carrying 
on  the  Indian  warre,  it  was  defiied  by  feverall  of  the 
principall  inhabitants  that  monies  might  be  ilTucd  out  of 
the  publick  treafury,  bat  upon  examination  it  appeared 
that  (lock  had  been  other  wife  difpofed  of  and  not  one 
penny  to  be  found,  fo  that  for  the  warre  50000/.  hath 
been  rayfed  upon  the  colony.f 

The  poll  money  and  land  taxes  are  payd  in  money,  and 
colle£i:ed  by  the  condables  of  each  town.  The  cufiomes 
are  mod  commonly  payd  in  money, or  the  beft  of  the  fpecie 
at  price  currant,  and  are  colle6fed  by  officers  purpofely  ap- 
pointed, the  prefent  colle£lors  being  the  governor's  fon 
in  law  and  the  late  trcafurer's  fon. 

The  excife  is  gathered  by  fuch  as  the  treafurer  deputes 
and  is  payd  in  money. 

There  is  a  reafonable  quantitie  of  filver  money  in  the 
colony,  but  no  gold. 

Eleventh  Enquiry.  How  they  generally  fland  afFefled 
to  the  government  of  England,  whar  perfons  are  mod 
popular  and  at  prefent  in  the  magidracy,  or  like  to 
be  at  next  elediion  ? 

The  inhabitants  are  crencrallv  well  afTe61ed  to  his  Ma- 
jcdie  and  his  government,  as  well  the  merchants  and  far- 
mers 
*  Rar:do1pli  has  put  one  cypher  more  th3n  he  (hould  have  dene. 

Thc-lr  p.PGiia!  charges  never  rofe  to/.. 20C0  until  the  Inclifinwar, 

ihen  indeed  they  were  greatly  increafed,  but  act  the  .evenue  in 

liny  proportion,  the  colony  being  icTc  greatly  in  debt  which  was 

not  paid  ia  feveral  years. 
f  Thi?,  I  doub:  not,  is  a  moft  injurious  iAfmuatioa. 


COLLECTION    of    PAPERS.      499 

mcrsasthc  meaner  traders  and  artificers,  who  groan  un-* 
dcr  the  yoakc  of  the  prcfent  government,  and  are  in  day- 
ly  hopes  and  expectations  of  a  change,  by  his  Majeflies  re- 
afluming  the  authority  and  fettling  a  general  government 
over  the  whole  country,  without  which  it  is  feared  civill 
warrs  will  in  a  fhort  time  breake  out  between  the  colonics, 
the  government  of  the  MafTachufets  dayly  impofmg  and 
incroaching  upon  their  neighbours,  and  therefore  the  loyal 
colonies  of  New  Plymouth,  Conne(Sticot,  New  Hampfhirc 
and  Main,  feeing  thefe  inconvcniencies  dayly  increafmg 
by  a  divided  government,  are  very  defirous  of  fubmitting 
to  a  general  governour  to  be  eftabliflicd  by  his  Majeftie.^ 

Amongft  the  magillirates  fome  are  good  men  and  well 
affected  to  his  Majeftie,  and  would  be  well  fatisfied  to  have 
his  Majeflies  authority  in  a  better  manner  eflablifhed,  but 
the  major  part  are  of  different  principles,  having  been  ia 
the  government  from  the  time  they  formed  themfclves  in- 
to a  commonwealth.  Thefe  diredl  and  manage  all  affaires 
as  they  pleafe,  of  which  number  are  Mr.  Leverett,  gover- 
nour, Mr.  Symons,  depury-governour,  Mr.  Danforth,  Mr. 
Ting,  Major  Clarke  and  Major  Hathorn,  ftill  continued  a 
magiftrate,  tho'  commanded  by  his  Majeftie  upon  his  alle- 
giance to  come  into  England,  yet  refufed,  being  incouraged 
in  his  difobedience  by  a  vote  of  the  court,  not  to  appear, 
upon  fome  reafons  bed  known  to  themfelves.f  Thefe, 
with  fome  few  others  of  the  fame  faction,  keep  the  coun- 
try in  fubjedlion  and  flavery,  backed  with  the  authority  of 
a  pretended  charter.  Thefe  magiftrates  have  continually 
difobeyed  his  Majeflies  command  contained  in  his  royall 
letters  1662,  64,  6$^  66,  and  thofe  of  March  lafl,  ever  re- 
ferving  to  therafelves  a  power  to  alter,  evade  and  difanull 
any  law  or  command  not  agreeing  with  their  humour,  or 
iheabfolutc  authcri3y  of  their  government,  acknov/ledg- 
ing  no  fuperior  or  admittino:  any  appeal  to  his  Majedie, 
whofe  armes  are  not  fct  up  in  any  of  their  courts,  meet- 
ings or  publick  afferablies. 

Kk  2  The 

•  Not  oce  man  in  a  hundred  thrcugbout  the  governroents  then 

defired  it. 
t  M-fT^.  Hiftory  Vol.  I.  p.  253. 
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The  mofl  popular  snd  well  principled  men  are  Major 
Denifon,  Mr.  Broad fl reef  and  Mr.  Dudley,  in  the  ma^i- 
ftracy;  and  of  military  men  Major  Savage,  Captains  Cur- 
win,  Saltonihll,  Brattle,  Richards,  Gillam,  Mofeley,  Majory, 
Champernoon,  Shapleigh,  Phillips,  with  niany  others,  v/ho 
only  wait  for  an  opportunity  to  exprcfle  their  duty  to  his 
Majeflie. 

The  prefentmagiflrates  are  Mr.  Leverett,  governor, 
Mr.  Symons,  deputy  governor.  Major  Dennifon,  Mr. Ting, 
Danforth,  Bradftreer,  Haihorn,  Pynchon,  Stoughton, 
Clarke,  Dudley,  RiilTdl  lately  dead. 

Whoever  arc  in  the  raagifiracy  doe  for  the  mofl  part 
continue  till  death,  by  the  help  of  perfons  of  their  fa^lion 
and  of  a  law  commanding  that  at  every  new  elciSlion  the 
former  magiftrates  be  firft  put  to  vote,  upon  penalty  of 
ten  pounds. 

The  clergy  are  for  the  mofl  part  very  civil!  and  incli- 
ning to  his  Majcilies  government,  being  held  in  fubje(frion 
by  the  ruling  elders,  who  govern  all  affairs  of  the  church. 

^  Twelfth  Enquiry.  What  is  the  prefent  ffate  of  the 
ecclefiafticall  government,  how  are  the  univerfities,  at 
prefent,  filled  and  by  whome  governed  ? 

The  ecclefiafticall  government  is  in  the  hands  of  lay- 
dders,  thefe  being  the  lawes  and  conftitutions. 

No  perfon  is  permitted  to  gather  a  church  without  the 
approbation  of  three  of  the  magiftrates  and  the  elders  of 
the  neighbour  churches. 

Every  church  hath  liberty  of  election  and  ordination 
of  officers  and  minifters  to  exercife  all  the  ordinances  of 
God,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  fcripture.  To  cele- 
brate dales  of  fafting,  prayer  and  rhankefgiving,  according 
to  the  word  of  God.  No  injiinfiion  to  be  put  upon  any 
church,  church  officer,  or  member  in  point  of  doftrine, 
wbrfhip  or  difcipline,  whether  for  fubftance  or  circum- 
flance,  befides  the  inftitution  of  the  Lord.  Hath  liberty 
of  admiffion,  recommendation,  difmiffion  and  expulfion  of 
their  officers  and  members,  with  free  exercife  of  the  difci- 
pline and  cenfures  of  Chrill,  according  to  the  rules  of 
ihe  word,  rj-j^^ 
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The  civil!  auchority  hath  power  to  fee  the  peace,  or- 
dinances and  rules  of  Chrirt  obferved  in  every  church  and 
to  deal  with  any  church  member,  in  a  way  of  civill  juftice, 
notvvithftanding  any  church  relation,  office  or  interefl. 

No  church  cenfure  (hall  degrade  or  depofc  any  man 
from  any  civil!  dignity,  office  or  authority  he  (hall  havQ 
in  the  commonwealth. 

Whofoever  fhall  interrupt  any  miniderin  his  preaching 
or  charging  him  with  any  error  he  liath  no:  taught,  fliali 
pay  five  pounds. 

The  minidry  in  Bofton  are  payd  by  a  colIc<5lion  weekly 
made  in  the  feverall  congregations,  by  the  elders,  who  give 
the  minifler  what  ihey  think  fit;  but  in  other  towns  they 
have  a  fettled  maintenance  by  a  rate  layd  on  every  inha- 
bitant, and  houfes  are  provided  for  chem. 

There  are  three  colledges  built  in  Cambridge,  one  with 
timber  at  the  charge  of  Mr.  Harvard  and  bears  his  name; 
a  fraall  brick  building  called  the  Indian  colledge,  where 
fome  few  Indians  did  lludy,  but  now  ic  is  a  printing  houfe  ; 
new-colledge,  built  at  the  publick charge,  is  a  fair  pile  of 
brick  building  covered  with  tiles,  by  reafon  of  the  late 
Indian  warre  not  yet  finished.  Ic  contains  20  chambers 
for  ftudents,  two  in  a  chamber;  a  large  hall,  which  ferves 
for  a  chappel ;  over  that  a  convenient  library,  with  fome 
few  bookes  of  the  ancient  fathers  and  fchool  divines,  but 
in  regard  divinity  is  the  generall  (ludy,  there  are  many 
£nglilh  bookes  of  the  late  non-con  form  i  ft  writers,  efpe- 
cialiy  of  Mr.  Baxter  and  Dr.  Owen.  Here  they  teach 
Hebrew  before  they  well  underftand  Latin.  No  forma- 
lities or  diilindtions  of  habits,  or  other  decencies,  as  in 
England,  much  lelTe  thefe  exhibitions  and  fupports  for 
fchollars.    They  take  no  degrees  above  mafter  of  arts. 

Their  commencement,  kept  yearly  the  2d  of  Auguft, 
in  the  meeting- houfe,  where  the  governor  and  magiif  races 
are  prefent,  attended  with  throngs  of  illiterate  elders  and 
church  members,  who  are  entertained  with  Englifli 
fpceches  and  verfes.  Mod  of  the  fludcnts  are  come  for 
EDgland,  and  at  prefent  no  fe;tled  prefidear,.  but  one  Mr. 
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Oakcs,  a  rigid  independent,  fupplies  the  place.  The  al- 
lowance pf  the  prefident  is  i  oo/.  per  ann.  and  a  good  houfe. 
There  are  but  4  fellowflaips,  the  two  feniors  have  each 
30/.  per  anil,  and  the  two  juniors  15/.  but  no  diet  is  al- 
lowed :  Thefe  are  tutors  to  all  fuch  as  are  admitted  flu- 
dents.  Mr.  Thomas  Graves,  an  ingenious  and  worthy 
perfon,  was  put  by  his  fellowfhip,  by  the  late  Dr.  Hoar, 
becaufe  he  would  not  renounce  the  church  of  England. 
The  government  of  thefe  colledges  is  in  the  governor  and 
magiftrates  of  the  Maflachufets  and  the  prefident  of  the 
colledgc,  together  with  the  teaching  elders  of  the  fix 
adjacent  towns. 

As  to  the  colonic?;  of  New- Plymouth  and  Conne£ticot, 
it  is  humbly  cilered. 

The  lawes  of  England  are  there  obferved  with  fuch  of 
their  own  as  are  not  contradictory  thereunto.  The  oath 
of  allegiance  is  taken  by  every  magiftrate  and  officer,  whe- 
ther civiil  or  military,  and  by  all  freemen.  All  com- 
miffions,  proclamations,  writs  and  fummons  are  in  his 
Majeflies    name. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  in  both  colonies  arc  computed 
to  be  8qooo  foules.  There  are  noe  fiaves,  only  hired 
fervants.  The  chief  proFeffions  are  farmers,  grafiers  and 
fifhermen.  Very  few  merchants,  they  being  fupplied 
with  ail  forreign  commodities  from  Boflon. 

The  militia  confifts  of  4  troops  of  horfe  and  5  regiments 
of  foot,  who  are  well  armed  and  difciplined,  no  old  Toldiers 
among  ihem.     The  number  fit  to  beararmes  20000. 

The  country  is  very  fertile  and  pleafant  and  abounds 
in  corn  and  cattle,  and  produceth  very  good  horfes,  the 
befi:  in  all  N.  E,  which  are  fent  into  feverall  parts.  There 
is  great  abundance  of  tarre  and  excellent  good  hemp,  and 
there  is  made  good  quantity  of  whale  oylc,  which  fifh  they 
take  upon  the  coafts.  The  aClof  navigation  is  duely  ob- 
served. No  flranger  Is  admitted  to  come  into  their  ports. 
They  have  no  (hips  of  burthen,  but  only  fmall  ketches  and 
barkes,  to  trade  along  the  coafts  and  take  fifh. 
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They  are  generally  very  loyall  and  good  people,  and 
doe  upon  all  occafions  expreffe  great  love  to  the  perfon 
and  government  of  his  Majedie,  and  doe  heartily  with  that 
his  Majellies  authority  were  cRabliftied  over  the  whole 
country. 

The  prefent  governor  of  New  Plymouth  is  Jofah 
Winllow,  Efq;  a  perfon  eminently  popular  and  beloved  in 
all  the  colonies  of  N.  E,  and  was  generali  of  the  united 
forces  againft  the  Indians. 

The  governor  of  Conne<fticot  is  Wm.  Leet,  Efq;  a  very 
Worthy  perlon,  as  are  mod  of  the  magiftrates  of  that  colony. 

The  lofTes  which  thefe  colonies  have  fuflayneci  by  the 
Indian  warre  is  eftimated  to  be  near  100,000  pound. 

This  is  (may  it  pleafeyonr  Lordfliips)  the  bell  account 
I  have  been  able  to  gather,  during  my  (liort  flay  ia 
thofe  parts,  as  well  from  my  own  obfervation  as  from 
the  infoi  mation  of  others.  And  for  what  pafTed  par- 
licLiIariy  between  the  magiff rates  of  Bodon  and  my- 
felf,  upon  the  delivery  of  my  letters,  and  wiih  the 
inhabitants  of  that  and  the  other  colonies,  I  have 
prefented  his  Majeilie  with  a  {liort  narrative.  A  copy 
whereof  is  hereunto  annexed, 

1 2  O£lober  i  67  5.  Edward  Randolph. 

To  the  Kings  mod  excellent  Majeilie. 
A  fliort  narrative  touching  the  delivery  of  your  Majedies 
letters  to  the  magidrates  of  Boilon  in  New-England, 
by   Edward  Randolph. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majedie, 

HAVING  receaved  your  Majedles  letters  for  the  go* 
vernor  and  magiRrates  of  your  Majedies  town  of 
Bodon  in  N.  E.  dated  20th  of  March  lad,  with  my  parti- 
cular indruvfions  from  the  right  hon.  Mr.  fecrerary  Co- 
venriy,  upon  the  3orh  of  the  fayd  month  I  fayled  from 
the  Downes.  After  a  tedioiis  palTageof  10  weeks  arrived 
at  Bodon  on  loth  June.  At  my  landing  I  went  immedl* 
ately  to  the  governor  John  Leveret,  and  ihewed  him  your 
Kk4  M^jdliQS 
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Majsilies  pafTe  and  acquainted  him  with  the  caufe  of  my 
coming,  and  th'it  I  had  brought  a  lefter  from  his  Majcflic 
unto  the  magiftrates  of  that  colony,  and  did  therefore  dc- 
fire  him  that,  with  what  convenient  fpeed  might  be,  the 
raagiitrates  might  be  affembled  to  hear  your  Majefties 
latter  read.  The  governor  anfwered,  that  the  council  was 
10  meet  that  afternoon,  upon  other  bufineiTe,  and.  that  then 
I  fliould  be  Cent  for ;  as  1  was,  by  the  marfhail  of  their 
court;  where  being  come  and  admitted  into  the  councill, 
I  delivered  your  Majefties  letters  to  the  governor,  there 
being  fix  of  the  magidrates  and  their  fecrerary  affcmbled 
with  him,  and  there  being  a  chaire  placed  purpofely  for 
me,  I  was  defireJ  by  the  governor  to  fitt, 

The  governor  having  opened  your  Mdjeflies  letter  fayd. 
to  the  reft  of  the  magiftrates,  it  was  a  letter  from  your 
Majedie,  and  looking  to  ;he  bottom  of  the  letter,  he  read 
by  his  Majefties  command  Hen.  Coventry.  The  gover- 
nor afked  me  who  that  Mr.  Coventry  was.  I  told  him  hq 
was  your  Majellies  principal!  fecretary  of  flare. 

Ac  the  beginning  of  the  reading  of  your  Majedies  let- 
ter, the  whole  councill  being  covered,  1  put  off  my  hat ; 
whereupon  three  of  the  magiflrates  tooke  off  their  hats 
and  htc  uncovered  ;  but  the  governor  with  the  reft  con- 
tinued to  keep  their  hats  on. 

Your  Majeflies  letters,  with  the  inclofed  petitions  of 
Mr.  Mafon  and  Mr.  Gorges,  being  read  in  my  hearings, 
the  governor  told  the  councill  that  the  matters  therein 
contained  were  very  inconfiderable  things  and  eafily  an- 
fwered, and  it  did  no  w^:^y  concern  that  government  to 
rake  any  notice  thereof.  I  acquainted  them  that  your 
Majeftiehad  commanded  me  to  require  an  anfwer  of  your 
fayd  letters,  and  for  which  your  iVbjeflie  had  ordered  me 
one  month  to  attend.  The  governor  anfwered,  that  they 
fliould  confider  of  thofe  things.     Whereupon  I  withdrew. 

Then  1  delivered  the  particular  letters  of  Mr.  Mafon, 
which  he  had  writt  unto  ieverall  of  the  mofl  eminent  iur 
habitants  of  Bofton,  feme  whereof  are  the  principall  ofH* 
(crs  Qf  the  militia,    Tfacfe  gentlemen  r^ceaved  me  with 

m9^^ 
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much  kindneffc  and  expreffed  great  loyalty  to  your  Ma- 
jellie.  The  letters  he  wrote  were  to  give  them  an  account 
of  the  contents  of  your  Majeflies  letters,  his  own  com- 
plaints againfl  the  proceedings  of  that  government,  with 
the  occafion  of  my  coming  into  thefe  parts,  defiring  them 
to  communicate  the  fame  to  others,  the  which  was  foon 
fprcad  abroad,  to  the  great  pleafure  and  fatisfad'tion  of  all 
Ihofe  who  are  wcll-wifhers  to  your  Majeftie. 

Within  a  day  or  two  after  my  arrivall,  I  met  with  a 
report  which  feemed  artificially  rayfed  to  amufe  and  di- 
flra<ft  the  people  about  dorael'lique  troubles  here  in  Eng- 
land, the  fume  whereof  was,  that  the  Duke  of  Yorke,  with 
diverfe  of  the  nobility,  upon  difcontent,  had  left  the  courr, 
and  had  applied  themfelves  to  the  citty  foraffidance,  and 
that  all  was  going  to  confufion  at  home.  This  was  re- 
ported with  much  confidence,  and  fayd  to  be  writt  from 
fome  very  good  people  in  London,  and  therefore  mufl  be 
true.  I  foon  confuted  this  report,  by  many  arguments, 
fliewing  them  the  falfeneffe  of  it,  and  fo  in  a  fliort  tyme 
it  vaniihed. 

After  two  days  confideration  it  was  refolved  in  their 
councell  that  thankes  be  returned  to  your  Majeflie  for 
your  gracious  letter,  and  that  an  anfwer  be  forthwith  fent 
by  a  mafter  of  a  veil'ei  ready  to  faile  for  London. 

The  15th  of  June  I  was  fent  for  to  the  councell.  The 
governour  aiked  me  whether  1  intended  for  London  by 
that  fhip  rhat  was  ready  to  faile,  if  fo  I  (hould  have  a  du- 
plicate of  their  letter  to  your  iMajeRie,  the  originall  being 
to  accompany  his  own  particular  anfwer  to  a  letter  he  had 
receaved  from  Mr.  fecretary  Williamfon  by  the  fame  mafter 
of  the  (hip  I  came  with.  I  told  them.  I  had  other  matters 
of  concern  under  my  charge,  and  (liould  not  return  (o 
foon,  and  withal!  afked  them  if  they  had  well  con- 
fidered  of  his  JVLjeflies  letter  and  the  inclofed  petition  ia 
fo  ihort  a  time,  and  concluded  on  their  agents  and  the  time 
of  their  going  for  England,  to  which  they  gave  me  no 
reply,  but  the  governour  afked  me  if  I  had  any  thing  fur- 
jlier  to  olTer  them  frgm  yoi:^r  Majeflie^  J  tpld  them  I  had 

jioihing 
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nothing  further  to  communicate  to  them,  whereupon  the 
governor  faid  that  he  looked  upon  me  as  Mr.  Mafon*^ 
agent,  and  that  1  might  withdraw. 

The  day  after,  I  went  to  vifit  the  governour  at  his  houfe, 
and  among  other  difcourfe  I  told  him  I  tooke  notice  of 
feverali  (hips  that  were  arrived  at  Boflon,  fome  fmcc  my 
being  there,  from  Spain,  France,  Streights,  Canaries  and 
other  parts  of  Europe,  contrary  to  your  Majeities  lawes 
for  encouraging  navigation,  and  regulating  the  trade  of  the 
plantations.  He  freely  declared  to  me  that  the  lawes  made 
by  your  Majeftie  and  your  parliament  obligerh  them  ia 
nothing  bur  what  confilts  with  the  inrereft  of  that  colony, 
that  the  legiilative  power  is  and  abides  in  rhem  folely  to 
a6l  and  make  lawes  by  virtue  of  a  charter  from  your  Ma- 
jefties  royall  father,  and  that  all  matters  in  difference  are 
to  be  concluded  by  their  finall  determination,  without  any 
appeal  to  your  Majeftie,  and  that  your  Majedle  ought  not 
to  retrench  their  liberties,  but  may  enlarge  ihem  if  your 
M  ijeftie  pleafe,  and  faid,  your  Majeftie  had  confirmed  their 
charter  and  ail  their  privileges  by  your  Majeflies  letter  of 
the  28th  of  June  1662,  and  that  your  Majefty  could  doc 
nolefle  in  reafon  than  let  them  enjoy  their  liberties  and 
trade,  they  having  upon  their  own  charge  and  without  any 
contribution  from  the  crown  made  fo  large  plantation  in 
the  wildernefle,  aud  that  during  the  Dutch  warrs  your 
JMajeftie  fent  ammunition  to  New-Yorke  for  that  place, 
but  fent  them  word  they  mud  (hift  for  rhemfelves  and 
make  the  bed  defence  they  could,  and  that  notwithftand- 
ing  the  colony  had  many  enemies,  yet  ihcy  did  believe 
your  Majedie  to  be  their  very  good  friend,  for  that  your 
Majedie  had  by  feverali  letters  exprefled  your  great  kind- 
neffe  to  them. 

Within  a  few  days  after  I  met  with  one  Mr.  Harris,  a 
gentleman  who  arrived  there  from  England  about  fix 
months  before,  who  told  me  that  at  his  arrival  at  Bodon, 
he  was,  according  to  their  law,  condu61ed  to  the  governor, 
which  enjoins  all  maders  of  vedels  to  bring  all  padengers 
so  the  governor  upon  penalty  of  20/.  who  enquiring  of 

him 


COLLECTION    of  PAPERS.       joy 

him  if  he  knew  Mr.  Mafon  and  whether  he  was  coming 
over  and  what  commillloners  were  coming  with  him, 
Mr.  Harris  told  him  there  was  a  report  that  Mr.  Mafon 
was  to  come  over.  The  governor  then  faid  he  had  re- 
ceaved  information  from  England  that  commillioners  had 
come  over  hi\  fummer  or  the  fpring,  but  that  your  Majef- 
lie  had  not  money  to  defrey  that  charge  and  fet  them  forth, 
and  did  therefore  beleave  no  commiflioners  would  come. 

The  23d  June  I  gave  in  a  memoriall  to  the  govcrnour, 
thecouncill  being  then  aflembled  at  his  houfe,  wherein  I 
acquainted  them  that  in  purfuance  of  my  inftru<5lions  I 
did  remind  them  of  your  Majefties  command  of  fending 
over  agents  that  might  be  fufliciently  qualified  and  im- 
powered,  and  did  defire  that  feeing  a  general)  court  feemed 
much  more  proper  for  difpatch  of  matters  of  fo  great  and 
weighty  concerns,  that  a  generall  court  might  on  this  oc- 
cafion  be  afTembled,  that  fo  I  might  receave  their  delibe- 
rate fjnd  folemn  anfwer  to  your  Majefties  letters,  for  the 
which  I  would  attend.  But  hereunto  they  gave  mc  no 
other  anfwer  then  that  when  I  was  ready  to  faile  for  Eng- 
land 1  fhould  have  a  coppy  of  their  letter  which  they  had 
writ  unto  your  Majeftie. 

About  rhe  beginning  of  July,  I  went  into  the  province 
of  New-Hampfnire,  belonging  unto  Mr.  Mafon,  but  now 
divided  by  the  Boftoneers  into  three  counties,  and  by  them 
called  Norfolk,  Suffolk  arid  Middlefex.  And  travailed 
through  feveraij  of  themoftconfiderable  towns,  acquaint- 
ing the  inhabitants  with  the  occafion  of  my  coming  into 
the  country,  and  read  Mr.Mafon's  letter  unto  them,whicli 
gave  them  great  farisfa£lion,the  whole  country  complaining 
of  the  opprefHon  and  ufurpation  of  the  magiftrates  of 
Boflon,  impofing  miniftersupon  them,  not  admitting  them 
to  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  denying  baptifm  ro 
their  children.and  liberty  of  choofing  their  own  magiflrates 
and  officers  becaufe  they  were  not  members  of  their  con- 
gregations. And  as  a  farther  marke  of  their  power  and 
fovereignry  over  them  they  fend  twice  a  year  magiftrates 
/rom  Bouon  19  k^ep  cgurtj^  for  trying  of  caufes,  and  that 

they 
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they  lay  at  pleafure  what  impofitlons,  fines  and  taxes  they 
thinkefit  upon  their  eftares,  perfons  and  trade,  contrary  to 
the  lawes  oF  England,  and  that  they  have  been  for  a  long 
tinie  earned !y  expelling  to  be  delivered  from  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Maflachufets  Bay,  and  doe  now  humbly  hope 
your  Majeflie  will  not  permiit  them  any  longer  to  be  op- 
piti^Qd,  but  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  them  relief, 
according  to  the  promifes  made  Lh;:m  by  your  Majefties 
commiiHoners  in  1665,  who  were  then  in  that  province, 
and  declared  them  not  to  be  under  the  government  of 
Bofton. 

And  being  at  Portfmouth,  a  town  of  very  great  trade, 
lying  upon  the  river  of  Pifcataway,  in  the  northermoft 
part  of  New-Hampfhire,  about  feventy  miles  from  Bofton, 
feverall  of  the  principall  inhabitants  of  the  province  of 
Main,  belonging  unto  Mr.  Gorges,  and  now  by  the  Bof- 
toneers,  fmce  the  feizing  thereof,  called  Yorkfliire,  came 
unto  me  making  the  fam.e  compl^/incs,  wirh  thofe  of  New- 
Hampfliire,  entreating  me  to  reprefent  their  condition  to 
your  Majeflie  and  are  paffionately  expe^ing  relief,  fome 
of  them  having  been  fuffcred  to  be  ruined  by  the  Indians 
for  having  formerly  exprelTed  their  duty  to  your  Majeflie 
when  your  Majeflies  commillioners  were  in  that  country, 
and  for  having  taken  commiHions  from  ihem  to  act  as 
julfices  of  the  peace. 

At  my  return  ro  Boflon  I  receaved  a  meffage  from 
Jofiah  Winflow,  Efq;  governor  of  your  Majeflies  colony 
of  New- Plymouth,  defiring  I  would  give  him  a  vifit  before 
1  hh  New-England.  Whereupon  I  made  a  journey  to 
him,  whorae  I  found  a  gentleman  of  loyal  principles  and 
hath  fliewed  himfelf  a  perfon  of  great  courage  and  conduct 
m  the  management  of  the  Indian  warre,  thofe  barbarous 
people  being  chiefly  overcome  by  his  condu6^  and  troops, 
which  makes  him  to  be  feared  and  not  loved  by  his  neigh- 
bours the  Boftoners. 

In  his  difcourfe  he  exprelTed  his  great  diflike  of  the 
carriage  of  the  raagiflrates  of  Boflon  to  your  Majeflies 
royal!  perfon  and  your  fubjefls  ui^icr  their  government  ^ 
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of  their  incroaching  upon  the  rights,  trades  and  poffeflion* 
of  the  neighbouring  colonies,  laying  what  rates  they  pleafc 
on  the  commodities  and  produds  of  the  other  colonies 
imported  into  their  harbours  ;  the  dayly  breach  of  your 
Majeflies  lawes  concerning  trade  and  navigation,  trading 
with  and  incouraging  all  nations  to  trade  with  them,  to 
the  great  prejudice  and  detrement  of  your  Majeflie  and 
this  your  kingdom  :  And  that  he,  finding  the  inconve- 
niences of  2  divided  government  dayly  arifmg,  did  fay,  thac 
New-England  could  never  be  fecure,  flourifh,  nor  be  fer- 
viceable  to  your  Majeflie,  uniill  the  feverall  colonies  and 
plantations  were  reduced  under  your  Majefties  immediate 
government,  and  that  the  colonies  of  New-Plymouth  and 
Connefticot  woald  readily  and  willingly  fubmitt  to  your 
Majefties  pleafure  and  commands  in  the  difpofall  and  fet- 
tleraent  of  the  civill  government. 

That  during  my  (lay  at  Bofton  I  made  acquaintance 
tvith  feverall  of  the  chief  inhabitants  and  fome  of  the 
magiftrates,  and  did  particularly  informe  myfelf  of  the 
humour,  difpofition  and  affeflions  of  the  people,  and  found 
the  principal  inhabitants,  fome  whereof  are  the  chief  offi- 
cers of  the  militia,  and  the  generality  of  the  people  com- 
plaining of  the  arbitrary  government  and  oppreffion  of 
their  magiftrates  and  doe  hope  your  Majeftie  will  be 
pleafed  to  free  them  from  this  bondage  by  cftabliftiing 
your  own  royall  authority  among  them  and  govern  thera 
according  to  your  Majefties  lawes.  And  many  of  the 
better  fort  did  intreat  me  to  reprcfent  this  their  condition 
to  your  Majeftie,  not  daring  publickly  to  exprefte  their 
defires  or  complaint  by  petition,  becaufe  of  the  feverity 
and  arbitrary  proceeding  of  their  rulers,  and  that  many  of 
ihem  have  been  fufFerers  for  petitioning  formerly.  Altho' 
at  the  general  court  in  O6lob.  1666,  upon  occafion  of  your 
Majefties  letter  and  declaration  of  the  loth  Aprill  in  the 
faid  year,  which  petition  was  fubfcribed  by  upwards  of 
100  of  the  principall  inhabitants  of  that  colony,  wherein 
they  did  aftcrt  your  Majefties  right  of  jurifdi^lion  and  fo- 
Yeraignty  over  them,  a  copy  whereof  rs  hereunto  annexed, 

being 
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feeing  given  rac  by  fome  of  the  chief  perfons  that  had  fub- 
icribed  it,  defining  that  your  Majedie  might  fee  the  fame; 
thefe  gentlemen  foe  delivering  this  petition,  did  then  re- 
ceaTC  a  fevere  check,  the  petition  voted  fcandalous,  they 
ftiled  the  betrayers  of  the  libertyes  of  that  colony  and  ill- 
affe^led  to  that  government,  for  which  fome  of  them  have 
been  greatly  prejudiced  in  their  eftates  and  fortunes,  and 
flill  lye  under  many  inconveniences,  and  are  not  admitted 
into  any  offices  of  the  government  or  choyce  of  the  ma- 
giftrates. 

Being  ready  to  return  for  England,  the  tyme  allotted  by 
your  Majcflie  being  expired,  1  went  to  the  governor  on 
the  2orh  July,  for  my  difpatches,  and  was  entertained  by 
him  with  a  fharp  reproof  for  publifhing  the  fubftance  of 
my  errand  into  thofe  parts,  contained  in  your  Majefties 
letters,  as  alfoe  in  Mr.  Mafons  petition  and  what  he  re- 
prefented  to  his  friends  there,  wich  that  of  Mr.  Gorges 
unto  the  inhabitants  of  Boilon,  New-Hampfhire  and  Main, 
telling  me  that  I  defigned  to  make  a  mutiny  and  diftur- 
baoce  in  the  country  and  to  withdraw  the  people  from 
their  obedience  to  the  magiftracy  of  that  colony  and  the 
authority  thereof.  I  told  him,  if  I  had  done  any  thing 
amifle,  upon  complaint  made  to  your  MajePue  he  would 
certainly  have  juftice  done  him. 

The  governor  then  gave  me  the  duplicate  of  a  letter 
dire£led  unto  the  right  honorable  Mr.  Secretary  Coven- 
try, which  he  told  me  was  the  anfwer  which  the  councill 
thought  fit  to  give  to  your  Majeflies  letters,  the  originall 
being  fent  for  England  a  monih  before. 

At  my  departure  from  him,  both  he  and  fome  of  the 
xnagiflrates,  feverally,  intreated  me  to  give  a  favourable 
report  of  the  country  and  the  magiftrates  thereof,  adding, 
that  thofe  that  bleiled  them  God  would  bleife,  and  thofe 
that  curfed  them  God  would  curfe.  And  wiihall,  defired 
me  to  acquaint  your  Majcflie  that  whatever  repons  were 
rayfed  againft  them,  by  wicked  and  evill  minded  men,  to 
draw  away  your  Majeflies  grace  and  favour  from  them,  yet 
they  were  a  people  truely  fearing  the  Lord  aiid  very  obe- 
dient to  your  Majsflie.  So 
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So  that  altho'  by  your  Majcfties  command  I  was  fcnt 
to  the  magiftrates  of  Bolton,  and  was  named  in  your 
royall  letters  as  one  who  fhould  follicit  a  fit  determi- 
Dation  in  the  bufineffe  depending,  and  bring  back  the 
anfwer  thereof,  yet  I  mud  wholly  refer  myfelf  ta 
their  own  anfwer,  they  not  having  thought  fit  to 
acquaint  mc  with  the  contents  thereof. 

All  which  I  doe  mod  humbly  certify. 

20  September  1676. 

To  the  honored  general!  court  now  affembled  in  BoftoD, 
May  it  pleafe  this  honored  court, 

YOUR  humble  petitioners  being  informed  that  letters 
are  lately  fent  from  his  Majellie  to  the  governor  and 
councill,  exprefling  his  ill  refentment  of  the  proceedings 
of  this  colony  with  his  commiiTioners  lately  fent  hither, 
and  requiring  alfo  fome  perfons  therein  particularly  nam- 
ed, with  command  upon  their  allegiance,  to  attend  hisMa- 
jcflies  pleafure,  in  order  to  a  final  determination  of  fuch 
differences  and  debates  as  have  happened  between  his  Ma- 
jeflies  fayd  ccmmifTioners  and  the  government  here;  which 
declaration  of  his  Majeftie  your  petitioners  looking  at  as  a 
matter  of  the  greatefl  importance  and  juftly  calling  for 
more  ferious  confideration,  that  they  might  neither  be 
wanting  to  yourfelves  in  withholding  any  incouragement 
that  their  concurrence  might  afford  in  fo  arduous  a  mat- 
ter, nor  to  themfelves  and  the  country  being  involved  by 
their  filence,  in  the  dangerous  miftakes  of  fome  perfons 
(iho'  oiherwife  well-minded)  inclining  to  difloyal  princi- 
ples, they  defire  they  may  have  liberty,  without  ofi'ence, 
to  propofe  fome  of  their  thoughts  and  fears  about  that 
matter  unto  your  mofi:  ferious  confideration. 

Your  petitioners  humbly  conceave  that  they  who  live 

in  this  age  of  the  world  are  not  leffe  than  others  concerned 

in  that  advice  of  the  wifeman,  to  keep  the  kings  com- 

nandment,  and  that  becaufc  of  the  oath  of  God,  and  not 

-J  be  bally  to  goe  out  of  his  fjght   that  doih  whatfoever 

pleafeih 
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plcafeth  him.  Wherefore  they  defirc  that  feeing  his  Ma- 
jeftie  hath  already  taken  no  little  difpleafure  againd  us  as 
if  we  difowned  his  Majeflics  jurifdi61ion  over  us,  effe61ual 
care  may  be  taken  left:  by  refufing  to  attend  his  Majefties 
orders  for  clearing  pretences  unto  right  favour  in  that 
particular,  we  ihould  plunge  ourfelves  into  greater  dif- 
favour  and  danger. 

The  receaving  a  charter  from  his  Majefties  royall  pre- 
decelTor  for  the  planting  of  this  colony,  with  a  confirma- 
tion of  the  fame  from  his  royal  perfon,  by  our  lateaddreffe 
fufficiently  declare  this  place  to  be  part  of  his  dominions, 
and  ourfelves  his  fubje£ls,  in  teftimony  of  which  alfo  our 
firft  governour  Mr.  Mathew  Cradock,  as  we  are  informed, 
Hands  xccor^cd  juratus  dejide  &  obedientid  before  one  of 
the  mafters  of  chancery,  whence  it  is  evident  that  if  any 
proceedings  of  this  colony  have  given  occafion  ro  his  Ma- 
jeflie  to  fay  that  we  beleave  he  harh  no  jurifdiflion  over 
us,  what  cffc£lual  cou rfe  had  need  be  taken  to  free  our- 
felves from  incuring  his  Majefties  farther  difpleafure,  by 
continuing  in  fo  dangerous  an  offence,  and  to  give  his 
Majeftie  all  due  fatisfa^iion  in  that  point  ?  Such  an  afler- 
tion  would  be  no  IciTe  deftruciive  to  our  welfare  than  de- 
rogatory to  his  Majefties  honour.  The  doubtful  interpre- 
tation of  the  words  of  a  patent,  which  there  can  be  no 
reafon  to  beleeve  can  ever  be  conilrued  to  the  diverting 
of  a  foveraign  prince  of  his  royall  power  over  his  na.urall 
fubjecls  and  liege  people,  is  too  frail  a  foundation  to  build 
fuch  a  tranfcendent  immunity  and  privilege  upon. 

Your  petitioners  fliall  ever  be  willing  to  acknowledge 
to  the  utmoil:  how  much  they  are  bound  to  yourfelves  and 
others  in  the  like  capacity  for  your  abundant  care  and 
paines  in  carrying  on  the  government  of  this  colony  and 
endeavouring  to  uphold  the  liberties  thereof,  and  (hould 
not  be  unwilling  to  run  any  hazard  with  you  for  the  re- 
gular defence  and  fecurity  of  the  fame,  and  would  be 
moft:  unwilling  to  refle6l  upon  the  perfons  of  them  they 
fo  much  honour  and  refpedl,  by  anecelTary  diffenting  from 
thera  in  fome  things  wherein  they  could  not  approve  the 

reafons 
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rcafons  of  their  proceedings,  but  in  matters  of  fo  great 
corcernment  as  that  now  in  ugiration,  wherein  the  honour 
of  God,  the  credit  of  religion,  as  well  as  the  intereft  of 
our  own  perfons  and  eftates  are  all  concerned. 

They  earneflly  defire,  that  no  party  will  fo  irrefiflably 
carry  on  any  defign  of  fo  dangerous  confequence  as  tone- 
celiiiate  their  brethren,  equally  engaged  with  them  in  the 
fame  undertaking,  to  make  a  particular  addrefl'e  to  his 
Majeftie  and  declaration  to  the  world  to  clear  themfelves 
from  the  leafl  imputation  of  fo  fcandalous  an  eviil,  as  the 
appearance  of  difaffeflion,  or  difloyalcy  to  the  perfon  and 
government  of  their  lawfull  prince  and  foveraign  would  be. 

Wherefore  your  petitioners  doe  humbly  intreat,  that  if 
any  occafion  haih  been  given  unto  his  Majellie  fo  to  re- 
fent  any  of  your  former  actions,  as  in  his  lail  letter  is  held 
forth,  that  nothing  of  that  nature  be  further  proceeded  in, 
but  contrawife  that  application  be  made  to  his  Majeflie 
by  meet  perfons  immediately  to  be  fent  for  that  end,  to 
clear  the  iranfa^lionsof  them  that  govern  this  colony  from 
any  fuch  conllru6lion,  lead  otherwife  that,  which  duly  im- 
proved, might  have  been  as  a  cloud  of  the  latter  rain,  be 
turned  into  that  which  in  the  conclufion  may  be  more  ter- 
rible than  the  roaring  of  a  lyon. 

Thus  craving  a  favourable  interpretation  of  what  is 
here  humbly  prefented,  your  petitioners  fiiall  ever  be 
obliged  to  thankcfullnefle. 

This  petition  was  figned  by  upwards  of  an  hundred  of 
the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  Maflachufets  colony, 
and  prefented  by  them  to  the  generall  court  at  their 
meeting  in  Boflon  in  O^Ptober  1666,  upon  occafion 
of  his  Majeflics  declaration  of  the  loth  of  April  in 
the  fame  year/^' 


L  1  Copy 

This  I  have  no  doubt  Is  a  true  copy  of  a  petition  vvLlch  appears 
by  ;he  lecorJi  co  hive  been  ptefented  co  ihe  gener.  1  court  and, 
if  it  had  bsen  prefented  tvvviiity  years  before,  the  court  would 
have  macic  th^  petitioners  fmart  for  tJicir  intermeddling,  a*  ihey 
did  Child  and  oihers.     See  Mafia.  KiH.  Vol    I.  p.  147. 
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Copy  of  a   Letter  from   Mr.  John  Ktiowles  to 
Governor  Leverctt. 

London,  this  6  July  1677, 
Ever  honoured  Sir, 

THERE  comes  with  this  another  letter  to  yourfeird 
from  mee,  which  Mr.  Rawfon  will  give  you,  with 
that  which  your  committee  here  for  the  colledge  hath 
fent  to  the  overfeers.  There  is  one  Mr.  Smith,  I  think 
his  name  is  foe,  an  expert  furveyor,  who  hath  built  forty 
of  thefe  famous  houfes  inLondoa,  though  he  be  a  flranger 
to  myfelfe,  yet  hath  the  commendations  of  eminent  niini-^ 
fters  for  his  goodnes,  befides  fome  of  the  chiefe  workmen 
in  the  city  for  his  ability  in  his  calling.  If  you  make  ufe 
of  him  about  the  colledge,  you  may  doc  well  to  pay  his 
pafTage,  or  as  you  pleafe ;  I  have  agreed  with  him  for  no- 
tbinge,  becaufe  he  defired  to  be  left  free. 
.  Sir,  there  is  another  trouble  which  I  prefume  to  putt 
iipon  you,  which  is,  to  fpeak  to  the  reverend  Mr.  Higgin- 
Ibn,  paftour  of  Salem,  to  move  that  congregation  to  doo 
fomething  for  the  maintenance  of  Mrs.  Peters,^  who,  fin(C 
her  hufband  fuffercd  here,  hath  depended  wholly  upoa 
Mr.  Cockquaine  and  that  church  whereof  he  is  paftour. 
I  fear  (he  will  be  forced  to  (eke  her  living  in  the  flreets, 
if  fome  courfe  be  not  taken. for  her  relief,  either  by  Mr. 
Higginfon  or  Mr.  Oxenbridge,  or  fome  other  fympathy- 
zing  minifter.  Sir,  I  pray  you,  prefent  my  beft  refpe^^s 
to  both  of  them.  Little  news  here  fmce  my  laft,  which 
was  dire^lcd  to  yourfelfe.  Here  is  great  talke  of  the  Ger- 
man Emperor  and  the  Sweeds  joyning  with  the  Hollander. 
The  treaty  of  peace  at  Goligne  is  fayd  to  be  broken  up, 
our  navy  is  going  forth  fuddainiy,  it  is  violently  fufpedred 
that  all  our  Eafi:  India  men  are  taken  by  the  Dutch,  and 
fome  of  our  facloryes.  The  bleifcd  God  ftrengthen  your 
heart  and  hand  in  that  great  work  which  he  hath  called 

you 
*  widow  of  Hugh  Feters. 
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you  to.  Thus  my  beft  refpedbs  unro  yourfelfe,  and  good 
Mrs.  Leverett,  1  commend  you  to  God's  bleffing  in  Chrift 
JefuSi  Sir,  your  faithful  friend  and  fcrvanr, 

John  Knowles. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  King  Charles  IL  to 
the  Govcrnour  and  Council  of  the  Mafla- 
chufcts   Colony. 

CHARLES  R. 

TRUSTY  and  well  beloved,  We  greet  you  well. 
Whereas  We  have  been  given  to  underhand  that 
you  did  in  the  month  of  Oftober  lad,  pafTea  law  in  your 
aflembly  at  Boflon  for  the  reviving  and  adminiftring  a 
certain  oaih  of  fidelity  to  the  country ;  and  whereas  the 
enjoyning  the  faid  oath  at  fuch  time,  when  you  had  inti- 
mation by  your  agents  here  of  our  being  difpleafed  with 
the  forme  thereof,  is  highly  difrefpe^lfull  to  Us,  and  feems 
to  be  intended  as  a  fnare  in  the  way  of  many  of  our  good 
fubje^ls  there,  of  whofe  prefervation  We  (hall  ever  be  ten- 
der ;  We  have  thought  fit  hereby  to  fignify  to  you,  than 
We  take  the  untimely  renewing  and  enjoyning  of  the  faid 
oath  very  ill,  and  that  We  look  upon  the  fame  as  deroga- 
tory to  our  honour  as  well  as  defe<rtive  in  point  of  your 
duty,  inafmuch  as  the  allegiance  due  to  us,  and  the  fidelity 
to  the  country  are  joyned  together  in  the  fame  undecent 
forme,  wherein  fuch  fidelity  is  made  even  to  precede  your 
allegiance  to  us.  And  though  We  doe  not,  for  the  pre- 
fent,  prefer ibe  what  forme  may  be  proper  amongft  your 
felves,  as  to  your  corporation  oath,  yet  We  doe  hereby 
ftriiflly  require  and  command  you  to  give  order  that  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  as  it  is  by  laW  ellablilhed  in  this  Our 
kingdom  of  England,  a  copy  of  which  oath  aitefted  by 
one  of  Our  principall  fecretaries  of  Hate  you  will  receive 
herewith  inciofed)  be  adminiftred  unto  and  taken  by  all 
Our  fubjefts,  inhabitants  within  that  Our  colony,  who  are 
of  years  lo  take  an  oaib^  wherein  We  expeft  your  entire 

L  1  2  obedience 
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obedience  and  utmofl  care,  this  being  foe  fundamental!  a 
concerne  to  Our  dignity  and  government,  We  could  not 
omir  any  longer  to  Cguify  to  you  Our  pleafure  therein, 
though  fevcrall  other  matters  oF  moment  reUiing  to  that 
Our  colony  are  dill  depending  before  Us,  in  which  We 
are  not  come  to  any  finall  refolution.  And  fo  We  bid  you 
farewell.  Given  at  Our  court  at  Whitehall,  ihe  27th 
day  ot  Aprill  1678,  in  the  thirtieth  yeare  of  Our  Reigne. 
By  liis  Majcflies  command, 

Williamfon. 


Copy  of  a  Petition  and  Addrcfs  of  the  General 
Court  of  the  MaiTachufets  to  the  King. 

To  the  King's  mofl:  excellent  Majedie. 

Tlie  humble  petition  and  addrefs  of  the  governour  and 
company  of  your  MajeRies  colony  of  the  Maffachufeis 
in  New-England, 

Humbly  flieweth, 

THAT  whereas  your  fayd  petitioners  have  fince  your 
Majefties  moll  happy  reftauration.upon  their  feveral 
addreffesin  the  yeares  1661,  62,  &:c.  received  many  {ig- 
nal  and  gracious  returns  of  favor  (confirmation  of  our 
charter,  pardon  of  our  errors,  ailurance  of  your  royal! 
inclination  to  promote  the  trade  and  happines  of  this  plan- 
tation) proceeding  only  from  your  royal  goodnes,  which 
hath  highly  obliged  us  to  all  due  acknowledgments  there- 
of, as  wee  have  had  opportunity  ;  and  wee  Ihall,  in  future, 
at  no  time  omit  to  manifeft  (according  to  our  capacitie)  cur 
harry  and  fmcere  atfciflion  to  your  Majeilies  fervice  and 
interell,  as  in  duty  wee  are  bound  :  And  therefore  mod 
humbly  implore  the  continuance  of  thofe  gracious  influ- 
ences, whereby  your  poore  fubie«Sls  here  have  been  foe 
much  refrefhed  in  -heir  great  fulierings  and  diiirell'es,  and 
that  your  Majeilie,  according  to  your  innate  wifdome  and 

f^ocdnes. 
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goodnes,  will  receive  no  imprefTions  from  any  that,  for 
their  owne  evil  ends,  (lull  endeavour  (by  falfe  or  miflaken 
repoui.)  fo  reprefent  ui  as  aiTecting  aod  afpiring  to  a  grear- 
nes  independent  on  your  Majeflies  foveraignry  over  us,  or 
incorripatible  \si:h  the  duty  of  good  and  loyall  fubjedls  to 
a  moft  gracious  King,  in  whofe  profperiry  and  happines 
wee  molt  hanity  rejoyce  and  for  which  we  daily  pray. 

In  humble  obedience  to  your  Majcfties  command  in  76, 
wee  difpatched  our  good  friends  Mr.  William  Scoughtoii 
and  Mr.  P.Buckley,  to  attend  your  Majeflies  pleafur^e  con- 
cerning the  bounds  of  our  patentjn  reference  to  Mr.Gorgcs 
and  Mr.  Mafon,  wherein,  as  wee  have  been  informed,  your 
Majedie  hath  declared  your  pleafure  as  to  the  fettlemenc 
of  the  bounds  of  our  patent,  and  our  right  of  governmenc 
therein  according  to  our  charter  ;  which  is  matter  of  great 
fatisfa£lion  ro  all  your  good  fubje^ts  here,  it  being  their 
utmofl  ambition  to  enjoy,  under  your  royal  protecfiion  and 
allegeance,  the  knownc  and  declared  ends  of  the  firft  un- 
dertakers, which  hath  hitherto  been  carryed  on  at  their 
owne  ch.arge,  both  formerly  and  lately,  defended  by  a 
greater  expence  of  blond  and  treafure  than  will  cafily  be 
believed  ;  whereof  they  cannot  but  defire  to  rcape  the 
fruits,  which  they  allure  themfelves  they  may,  without  any 
diminution  of  your  Majefties  greatnes,  dominion  or  glory, 
which,  with  your  Majefties  pardon,  wee  are  bold  toafHrme 
will  not  be  advanced  by  any  innovation  or  alteration  of 
cur  prefent  fetrlement. 

Wee  hum.bly  fuppHcare  your  Majeflie  that  our  mcflen- 
gers,  having  difpatched  the  bufinefsbetrufied  with  them 
by  us  and  commanded  to  attend  by  your  MajeOie,  may  be 
at  liberty  to  returne,  and  not  be  obliged  to  make  anfwer  ro 
fuch  complaints  as  arc  made  by  unquiet  fpirits,  who  feek 
nor  your  Majefties  but  their  owne  advantages  and  our 
diftrefs.  And  what  (liall  be  incumbent  on  us,  wee  fliall 
with  all  dutifullnefs  attend,  asbecomes  good  chriRians  and 
loyal  Englilh  fuhjecf^s,  and  (hall  glory  in  giving  your  Ma- 
jefiic  all  jufl  fatisfa(ftion,  not  infifting  upon  any  errata  that 
may  have  (lipped  us  in  48  years,  efpecially  in  our  infancy, 

LJ  3  or 
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or  in  the  times  of  the  late  confufions,  for  which  (as  wee 
have  had)  wee  again  mofl:  humbly  implore  your  Majeftics 
gracious  pardon,  which  will  further  oblige  us  for  the  fu- 
ture to  be  mod  obfervant  of  your  royal  pleafure,  as  to 
your  eflablidiment  of  us  according  to  the  charter  granted 
by  your  royal  father  and  conErmed  by  your  royal  felfe 
iipon  feveral  occafions. 

Let  your  Majeftie  be  pleafed  to  accept  from  our  meflcn- 
gers  abovefaid  an  account  of  our  ready  obedience  to  your 
JVIajefties  command  for  taking  the  oath  o^  allegiance  in  the 
forme  prelcribed,  and  our  repealing  that  law  referring  to 
the  oath,  fo  ill  rcfented  by  your  Majelty,  with  fome  orders 
Mr.  Attorney  and  Mr.  Solliciror  excepted  againft,  as  our 
meilengers  have  intimated.  Wee  might  recount  the  par- 
ticulars and  prefent  our  further  defires,  but  fearing  wee 
have  been  too  tedious  to  detaine  your  Majeftiefrom  your 
more  important  affaires,  and  na  being  in  a  prefent  capa- 
citie  to  raanifell:  our  gratitude  by  a  fuitable  acknowledg- 
ment of  your  confiant  goodnes,  by  reafon  of  the  great 
defolations,  charges  and  debts  contradted  and  yet  remaining 
upon  us  by  the  late  infurrecftions  and  outrages  of  the  In- 
dians, wee  proflrace  at  your  Majeflies  fecte,  and  humbly 
beg  the  acceptance  of  the  loyal  hares  of  your  Majeflies 
mjil  humble  fubje<^s  and  fuppliants. 

The  governor  and  com.pany  of  the 
Maflachufets  colony  in  New- England. 

The  magiflrates  have  pad:  this  addrefle,  their  brethren 

the  deputyes  hereto  confenting. 
Boflon  lo  0£lob.  1678.  Edw.  Rawfon,  Seer. 

The  deputyes  confent  hereto, 

William  Torrey,  Cleric. 

Voted  by  the  whole  court  mett  together,   16,  8.  78. 
as  now  it  is  amended, 

Edw.  Rawfon,  Secretary. 


Copy 
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Copy    of  a  Letter  from  King  Charles  IL  to  the 
Governor,  8cc.  of  the  Maffachufcts. 

CHARLES  R. 

TRUSTY  and  well  beloved.   Wee  greet  you  well. 
Thefc  our  letters  are  to  accompany  our  trufty  and 
well  beloved  William  Stoughton  and  Perer  Bulkley,  Efqrs. 
your  agents,  who  having  manifefted  to  us  great  necefTity 
in  their  domeftick  concernes  to  reiurne  back  into  New- 
England,  Wee  have  graciouHy  confented  thereunto,  and 
the  rather  becaufe,  for  m:iny  months  pad,  our  councill  hath 
been  taken  up  in  the  difcovery  and  profecution  of  apopiih 
plott,  and  yet  there  appears  little  profpe6l  of  any  fpeedy 
leafurc  for  entring  upon  fuch  regulation  in  your  affaires  as 
is  certainly  neceffary,  nor  only  in  refpeiSt  of  our  dignity  but 
of  your  owne  perfect  fettlement.     But  it  is  very  probable 
that  if  either  your  faid  agents  had  brought  commifTion  to 
intermeddle  in  fuch  regulation  (which  they  have  difowncd) 
or  that  you  had  fent  fuch  commifHon  after  them,  when, 
from  time  to  lime,  intimations  were  given  them  of  what 
wee  did  cxpe6l,  and  what  wee  were  thereupon  willing  ro 
grant,  neither  their  ftay  had  been  thus  long,  nor  had  the 
matter  now  been  undetermined.     Wee  mult  therefore  at- 
tend a  further  opportunity  for  this  work  and,  in  order 
I  hereunto,  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  that   you    fend   out 
fuch  other  fltc  perfon  or  perfons,  duly  inRru^ed,  and  fend 
them  in  fix  months  after  the  receipt  of  thefe  our  letters, 
that  they  may  here  attend  us  in  the  profecution  of  the 
fame:  For  fmce  the  charter,   by  its  frame  and  coiuents, 
was  originally  to  be  executed  in  this  kingdome^and  rtoria 
New-England,  otherwife  than  by  deputation  (as  is  accor- 
dingly pradiced  in  all  other  charters  of  like  nature)   'tis 
not  poflible  to  eflablilh  that  perfect  fetilement  wee  fo  much 
defire,  untill  thefe  things  are  better  underflood.     In  the 
mean  time,   wee  doubt  not   but  the  bearers  hereof,  who 
have  demeaned  ihemfelvcs,  during  their  attendance,  with 
good  care  and  difcretion,  will,  from  iheir  owne  obfervations, 
acquaint  you  with  many  important  things  which  may  be 

Li  4  of 
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of  fiich  ufe  and  adverrifemcnt  to  you  that  we  might  well 
hope  to  be  prevented,  by  your  applications,  in  what  is  ex- 
pe<5^ed  or  defired  by  us,  fo  much  it  is  your  interefl  to  pro- 
pofe  and  intercede  for  the  fame;  for  wc  are  gracioully 
inclined  to  have  all  pad  errors  and  miflakes  forgotten,  and 
that  your  condition  might  be  fo  amended  as  ih^t  neither 
your  fectlement,  orahe  minds  of  our  good  fubje6is  there, 
iliould  be  lyable  to  be  (liaken  and  difquieted  upon  every 
complaint.  Wee  have  heard,  with  fansfaction,  of  the  great 
rcadinefs  wherewith  our  good  fubje^ts  there  have  lately 
offered  themfelves  to  ih.e  taking  of  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
which  is  a  clear  manifePtation  to  us  that  the  unanfwerable 
dt^cS:  m  that  particular  was  hut  the  fault  of  a  very  few  in 
power,  who  for  fo  loi^ge  a  time  obft ruffed  what  the  char- 
ter and  our  exprefle  commands  obliged  them  unto,  as  will 
appeare  in  our  gracious  letters  of  the  sSih  of  June,  in  the 
fourteenth  yeare  of  our  reigne  ;  and  wee  fli'il!  henceforth 
expefl  that  there  will  be  a  fuiiable  obedience  in  other  par- 
ticulars of  the  fajd  letter,  as  namely,  in  rcfpe;^  ol  freedom 
and  liberty  of  confcience,  fo  as  thofe  that  defire  to  ferve 
God,  in  the  way  of  the  church  of  England,  be  not  thereby 
made  obnoxious  or  difcountenaiiced  from  their  (harini^  in 
the  govcrnip.ent,  much  iefic  that  they  or  any  other  of  our 
good  fubje£ts(not  being  Papills)  who  do  not  agree  in  th.e 
congregational  I  way,  be  by  law  fnbje^ted  to  fines  or  for- 
feitures, or  other  incapacities,  for  the  fame  ;  which  is  d." 
feverity  to  be  the  more  wondrcd  at,  whenas  liberty  of  con- 
fcience was  made  one  principall  motive  lor  your  firft 
tranfportation  into  thofe  parti;  nor  do  wee  think  it  fitt 
that  any  other  diftinclion  be  obferved  in  the  making  of 
freemen,  than  that  they  be  men  of  comperent  efiates,  rare- 
able  at  ten  fnillings,^  according  to  the  rules  of  the  place, 
and  that  fuch,  in  their  turncs,  be  alfo  capable  of  the  ma- 
giflracy,  and  all  lawes  made  voyd  that  obftruvftihe  fame. 
And  becaufe  wee  have  not  obferved  any  fruits  or  advan- 
tage by  the  difpenfaiion  granted  by  us  in  oar  faid  letters 

of 

*  They  Teem  to  have  held  cut  tiU  the  iafl  in  refufing  to  sdmlt  any 

to  be  freemen  who  were  not,  cither  church  rr.euibjrs  or  v-'ho  did 

not,  at  ieaft,  obtain  a  certiticate  from  the  raioiUer  of  thv  towQ 
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of  Jnne  in  tne  fourteenth  year  of  our  reign,  whereby  the 
-number  of  aflillanrs,  fettled  by  our  charter  to  be  eighteen, 
might  be  reduced  unio  the  number  of  tenn,  our  will  and 
pleafure  b,  that  the  ancient  number  of  eighteen  be  hence- 
forth obferved,  according  to  the  letter  of  the  charter. 
And  our  further  will  and  pleafure  is,  that  all  perfons 
coming  to  any  priveiedge,  truft,  or  office  in  that  colony,  be 
firfl  enjoyned  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  that  all 
the  military  commflions  as  well  as  the  proceedings  of 
jnilice  may  run  in  our  royal!  name.  Wee  are  informed  that 
you  hiiYe  lately  made  fome  good  provifion  for  obferving 
the  a6ts  of  trade  and  navigation,  which  is  well  pleafing 
unto  us."^  And  as  wee  doubt  not  and  do  cspcS.  that  you 
will  aboliih  all  lawes  that  are  repus^nant  to  and  inconfideni 
with  the  lawcs  of  trade  with  us,  Wee  have  appointed  our 
trufty  and  wellbeloved  fiibjc(fi  Edward  Randolph,  Efq;  to 
be  our  coll e(f for,  furveyor  and  fearcher,  not  only  for  that 
colony,  but  for  all  other  our  colonies  in  New  England, 
conilituiing  l)im,  by  the  broad  fcal  of  this  our  kingdomc, 
to  the  faid  employments,  and  therefore  recommending  him 
to  your  help  and  affiftance  in  all  things  that  may  be  re- 
quifjte  in   the  difcharge  of  his  trud. 

There  is  one  thing  which  wee  cannot  oraic  to  let  you 
know  wee  are  furprized  ar,  which  is,  that  during  the 
time  wee  had  the  complaints  of  Mr.  Gorges  under  our 
confideraiion,  you  (Iiould  prefume,  without  afldng  our 
lovall  permifnon,  to  purchafe  his  interefl  in  the  province 
oi  Maine,  the  truth  whereof  is  but  lately  owned  by  your 
faid  agents,  when  almoil  at  the  fame  time  wee  come  to 
hcare  of  fome  effects  of  a  fevere  hand  layd  by  you  on  our 
fuhje^ls  there  in  confequence  thereof.  And  whereas  your 
agenrs  declare  you  have  payd  to  Mr.  Gorges  the  fume  of 
twelve  hundred  pounds  for  the  faid  province,  wee  do  ex- 
peifl:,  that  upon  our  reimburfement  of  what  it  fliall  appeare 
you  have  payd  for  the  fame,  that  there  be  a  furrender  of 
all  deeds  and  vi^ritings  thereof  made  into  our  hands,  and 
that  your  future  agents  do  bring  them  over,  forafmucli 

3S 
♦   This  is  very  cjrr.raordinary,  for  this  provifion  vsras  an  a^  of  the 
colony  declaring  that  the  a<5h  of  Cray e  (hould  be  in  force  there. 
.     JM4-  Hid.  Vol.  l  p.  2-2. 
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as  wee  were  fomctime  in  treaty  for  the  fayd  province  and 
do  difapprove  what  you  have  done  therein.  And  as  for 
that  part  of  the  province  of  New-Ham pfiiirc  lying  three 
miles  northward  of  Merimack  river,  which  was  granted 
unto  Mr.  Mafon,  and  whereof  the  government  remains  ftill 
veflcd  in  us,  you  are  not  to  expe<^  (according  to  the  defire 
of  your  agents)  that  the  fame  (liould  be  annexed  to  your 
government,  for  wee  have  it  under  our  confideraiion  to 
eilablifli  fuch  method  there  as  may  be  of  mofl  benefit  and 
fatisfadion  to  the  people  of  that  place.  And  therefore  our 
will  and  pleafurcis,  that  you  do  recall  all  commiffions  granted 
by  you  for  the  governing  within  that  province,  which  wee 
do  hereby  declare  to  be  voyd,  and  do  require  that  you  do 
in  all  things  for  the  future  conforme  yourfelves  unto  the 
regulation  which  wee  have  taken  in  this  behalfe.  And 
fo  not  doubting  of  your  duty  and  obedience  herein,  wee 
bid  you  farewell.  Given  at  our  palace  of  Hampton- 
Court  the  24th  day  of  July  1679,  ^^^  *^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^ 
thirtieth  year  of  our  reigne. 

By  his  Majefties  command, 

A.  Coventry, 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  King  Charles  IL  to 
the  Goveinour  and  Council  of  the  Maffd- 
chufets  Colony. 

CHARLES  R, 

TRUSTY  and  well  beloved,  wee  greet  you  well. 
When  by  our  royall  letters  bearing  date  the  2  4ih 
^ay  of  July  in  the  one  and  thirtieth  year  of  our  reigne, 
we  fignified  unto  you  our  gracious  inclination  to  have  all 
pad  deeds  forgotten,  fetting  before  you  the  meanes 
whereby  you  might  deferve  our  pardon,  and  commanding 
your  ready  obedience  to  feverall  particulars  therein  con- 
tained, requiring,  withal),  a  fpeedy  compliance  with  the  in- 
timations of  your  duty  given  to  your  late  agents,  during 
their  attendance  here,  all  which  wee  efteeme  efleniiall  to 
your  quiet  feitlement  and  naturall  obedience  due  unto  us; 
wee  then  little  thought  that  thofe  markes  of  our  grace  and 

favour 
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favour  (liould  have  found  no  better  acceptance  amoung 
you,  buc  that,  before  all  things,  you  (houid  have  given  pre- 
fereocc  to  the  execution  of  all  our  commands,  v^^hen  after 
fo  many  months  we  come  to  underftand  by  a  letter  from 
you  to  one  of  our  principall  fecretaries  of  (late  dated  the 
2 1  ft  of  May  laft,  that  very  few  of  our  dire^ions  had  beea 
purfued  by  your  generall  court,  the  further  confideratioa 
of  the  remaining  particulars  having  been  put  off  upon  in- 
fufficient  pretences,  and  even  wholly  negle<fting  your  ap- 
poinrment  of  other  agents  which  were  required  to  be  fent 
ever  unto  us  within  fixe  months  after  the  receipt  of  our 
faid  letiers,  with  full  in(lru61ions  to  attend  our  royall  plea- 
fure  herein  in  relation  to  that  our  government.  We  have 
alio  received  the  petition  of  our  trufty  and  well  beloved 
Robert  Mafon,  Efq;  whofe  anceftors  obtained  diver* 
grants  and  made  large  purchafes  of  lands  in  NewEngland, 
humbly  laying  before  us  the  flate  of  his  further  preten- 
fions  to  the  propriety  of  foyle  in  a  traft  ©f  land  lying  be- 
tween Merrimack  and  Nahinkeke  rivers,  by  virtue  of  a 
grant  bearing  date  in  the  nineieeeth  yeare  of  the  reignc 
of  our  royall  grandfather,  in  the  examination  whereof  the 
lords  of  cur  committee  of  forrain  plantations  had  made 
fuch  a  progreiTc  that  the  right  of  our  fubjccSIs  had  been 
thereupon  fettled,  without  the  humble  intreaty  of  your 
faid  agents,  and  the  confent  of  the  faid  Robert  Mafon, 
that  in  regard  of  their  fuddaine  departure  and  want  of 
power  in  that  behalfe,  the  determination  thereof  might 
be  fufpended  untill  the  arrivall  of  other  agents  to  be  ap* 
pointed  according  to  the  limitation  of  our  aforefaid  let- 
ters, as  your  agents  were  able  to  informe  you.  And  al- 
though the  vindication  of  our  authority,  and  the  demand 
of  juflice  from  one  of  our  fubje£^s,  might  have  well  induc- 
ed to  the  mod  fpeedy  meanes  of  redrelTe,  by  doing  us  and 
our  fubjecfls  right ;  Wee  have  nevertheleife  continued  our 
royall  clemency  towards  you  and  thought  fitt  to  give  yoa 
further  opportunity  of  bearing  evidence  of  your  duty  to- 
wards us ;  fo  as  no  further  cccafion  of  complaint  may  be 
offered  in  refpe£l  of  your  behaviour.  Wee  doe  there- 
fore, by  thefe  our  kttci's,Qri<^ly  command  and  require  you, 

as 
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as  you  tender  your  allegiance  unto  us,  and  will  defer ve  th© 
efleiSi^s  of  our  grace  and  favour  (which  wee  are  enclyncd 
to  afford  you)  ferioufly  to  reflesSlupon  our  commands  con- 
tained in  our  faid  letters,  and  other  dire<Slions,  at  fcverall 
times,  intimated  unto  your  late  agents,  while  they  were 
yet  attending  our  councill  j  and  particularly  wee  doQ 
hereby  command  you  to  fend  over,  within  three  months 
after  the  receipt  hereof,  fuch  oiher  perfon  or  perfons  as 
you  fliall  think  fitt  to  choofe,  and  that  you  give  them  fuf- 
iicient  indru^iions  to  attend  the  regulaiion  and  feitlement 
of  that  our  government,  and  to  anfwer  your  proceedings 
therein,  and,  that  the  matter  of  the  complaints  of  the  faid 
Robert  Mafon  may  be  then  determined,  wee  expect  that 
your  agent  or  agents  be  not  only  prepared  to  lay  before  us 
fuch  evidences  of  right  as  you  may  have  to  the  propriety 
of  foyle  in  that  tra£l  of  land  claymed  by  him,  but  wee 
direct  yon  alfo  to  make  a  publick  figniBcaiion  of  our  plea- 
ture  unto  all  the  inhabitants  and  tertennants  thereof,  that 
they  doe  furnilh  at  the  fame  time  your  faid  agents,  or  fuch 
ethers  as  they  may  depute,  with  the  proofs  of  their  re- 
fpe^tive  titles  to  the  Imd  poUeffed  by  them,  to  the  end 
they  may  be  fully  fattisfied  in  our  royall  juflice,  that  they 
have  not  binn  prevented  in  the  full  improvement  of  thtir 
lawful!  defence,  which  wee  hereby  diiectthem  to  make 
before  us  in  councill.  Such  is  the  care  and  tendernefTe 
that  wee  will  alwayes  continue  towards  you  and  other 
our  fubjc6^ts,  by  removing  thole  difficulties  and  miihikes 
that  have  arifen  by  the  execution  of  the  powers  of  your 
charter  at  fuch  a  diffance  from  us,  which  by  the  firff  in- 
tendment and  prefentconilitution  thereof  (as  by  the  charter 
appears) has  itsnaturall  feate  and  immediate  direclion  with- 
in our  kingdome  of  England,  and  that  the  due  obfervance 
ci  all  our  commands  above-mentioned  may  not  be  any 
longer  protracted,  wee  require  you,  upon  the  receipt  here- 
of, forthwith  to  call  a  generall  court,  and  therein  to  read 
thefe  our  letters  and  provide  for  cur  fpcedy  fattisfa^ion  ; 
in  default  whereof,  wee  fhall  take  the  raoff  effe£^ual  meanes 
to  procure  the  fame.     Aad  fo    wee  bid  you  farewell. 

Given 
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Given  at  our  court  at  Newmarket,  the  30th  of  September 
!68o,  in  the  two  and  thirtieth  year  of  our  reign. 

By  his  Majefties  command. 

The  fuperfcription  was, 
To  our  trufly  and  well  beloved  Sunderland. 

the  governor  and  magillrates 

of  the  Maflachufets  colony  in 

New  England,  now  and  for 

the  time  being. 

That  this  is  a  true  copie  taken  and  compared   with 
the  orignall  on  file,     attefts     Edw.  Rawfou,  Seer. 


Copy  of   Mr.  Randolph's  Reprefcntation  of  the 
Boftoneers,    1680. 

To  the  Kings  moft  excellent  Majefly, 

The  humble  reprefentation  of  Edw.  Randolph, 

Humbly  flicweth, 

'"T^H  AT  your  Majedy  was  gracioully  pleafed,  in  March 
-i.  i6yy6,  to  intruft  him  with  your  royal  letters  to 
the  governor  of  Boflon  in  New-England,  and  alfo  com- 
manded him,  upon  feverall  queries,  to  informe  your  Ma- 
jcfly  of  the  prefent  flate  of  that  government. 

In  all  humble  obedience  to  your  Majeftyes  royal  1  com- 
mand, he  hath  reduced  his  information  to  thefe  fol- 
lowing heads,  viz. 

1.  That  the  Bofloneers  have  no  right  either  to  land  or 
government  in  any  part  of  New-England,  but  are  ufur- 
pers,  the  inhabitants  yielding  obedience  unto  a  fuppoli- 
tion  only  of  a  royal  grant  from  his  late  Majedy. 

2.  They  have  formed  themfelves  into  a  commonwealth, 
denying  any  appeals  to  England,  contrary  to  other  plan- 
tations, do  not  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

3.  They  have  protected  the  rourtherers  of  your  royal 
father,  in  contempt  of  your  Majedyes  proclamation  of 
the  6th  June  1 660,  and  your  letter  of  2  8th  June  1 662. 

4.  They 
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4*  They   coyne  money  of  their  owne  imprefs. 

5.  They  put  your  Majeftyes  fubjefls  to  death  for  religion. 

6.  In  1665,  they  did  voyalantly  oppofe  your  Majeftyes 
commifTioners  in  the  fetclement  of  New-Hamp{hirc. 
In  the  year  1666,  by  armed  force,  turned  ouc  your 
Majeftyes  juftices  of  peace  in  the  province  of  Maine  in 
oppofition  to  your  Majeftyes  authority  and  declaratioa 
loth   April  1666. 

7.  They  impofe  an  oath  of  fidelity  upon  thofe  that  in- 
habit within  their  territories  to  be  true  and  faithful 
to  their  government. 

8.  They  violate  all  the  a^ls  of  trade  and  navlgauon,  by 
which  they  have  ingroffed  the  greateft  part  of  the  Weil 
India  trade,  whereby  your  Majefty  is  damnified  in  the 
cuftomes  £.  1 00000  yearly,  and  the  kingdom  much  more. 

All  which  he  is  ready   to  prove. 


Copy  of  Edward  Randolph's  Articles  of  high 
Mifdcmeanor  exhibited  againft  the  General 
Court  fitting  15th  Febiuary  1681.* 

Articles  of  high  mifdemeanour  exhibited  againft  a  h&jon 

in  the  generall  court,  fitting  in   Bofton,  15  Feb.  81. 

viz.  againft  Tho.  Danforth,  Dan.  Gookin,  Mr.  Salrnn- 

ftall,  Sam.  Nowell,  Mr.  Richards,  Mr.  Davy,  Mr.  Gid- 

ney,Mr.Appleton,  magiftrates.   And  againft  JohnFiftier, 

Eliftia  Cook,  Tho.  Brattle,  Anthony  Scodder,  Bafhurft, 

Hathorn,  Wait,  Johnfon,  Hutchinfon,  Sprague,  Cakes, 

Holbrook,    Cuftiion,    Hammond,    Pike,    deputys  &c. 

By  Edward  Randolph,  collector,  Sec,   of  his  Majeftics 

cuftoms  in  New- England. 

I.  npHAT  the  faid  faction,  the  governor  not  confent- 

A      ing  thereto,  have  refufed  to  publiftihis  Majefties 

proclamation   of  the  24th  of  November  in  the  23d  year 

of  his  reign,  fent  by  his  Majefties  fpecial  command,  and 

received  by  this  government  in  October  1680,  which  en- 

forceth  the  aft  made  in  2_5th  year  of  his  Majefties  reign. 

IL  The 
*  Mafia.  Hift.  VoK  1.  p.  335. 
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n.  The  faid  fai^ion  have  refufed  to  declare  a,nd  admit 
of  his  Majcflicb  letters  patients  bearing  date  atWeftminfter 
15th  0(^ober,  in  the  33d  year  of  his  reign,  creeling  an 
office  of  collector,  &c.  of  his  Majefties  cuftoms  in  New- 
England,  and  of  the  powers  granted  to  his  Majefties  offi- 
cer by  the  fame,  tho'  often  prefTed  thereunto,  in  the  genc- 
rall  court,  by  the  governour,  Major  Dudley  and  feverall 
of  the  magiftrates  of  the  colony. 

III.  The  faid  faction  have  refufed  to  pay  mc  feverall 
fummes  of  money  which  1  was  forced  to  depofit  in  court 
before  I  could  proceed  to  triall  of  caufes  relating  to  his 
Majcfty's  concerns,  by  virtue  of  an  order  of  court  made 
OiStober  i.  1681,  no  law  of  this  colony  dire^ling  the 
fame,  though  by  his  Majefty's  royall  letters  of  06lob.  2 1» 
1681,  they  are  particularly  required  thereunto. 

IV.  The  faid  faOion,  under  pretence  of  fatisfaclion  of 
his  Majefty  and  regulating  the  trade  of  this  colony,  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  faid  officer  of  colle<5ior  of  his  Majefty's 
cuftoms,  have  confirmed  the  place  and  powers  of  the  col- 
lef^or  of  the  cuftoms  and  imports  laid  upon  wines  and 
ftrong  waters  imported  into  their  colony,  fet  up  by  a  law 
made  in  their  colony  in  1645,  their  prefent  navall  officer, 
having  been  chiefe  colleger  of  thefe  dutyes  above  a  yearc 
before  this  navall  office  was  ordered,  as  by  their  law, 
navall  office,  doth   appeare. 

V.  The  faid  fa<51ion  continue  to  exercife  the  power  of 
governor  and  court  of  affiftants,  which,  through  the  inad* 
vertency  of  former  governors,  the  court  of  dcputyes  have 
alTumed,  to  heare,  repeale  and  determine  in  civill  caufes, 
which,  for  want  of  education  and  being  under  no  particu- 
lar oath,  they  areuncapable  to  manage  :  fo  that  by  their 
numbers  outvoting  the  governor  and  court  of  affiftants,  his 
Majefty's  fubjedts  greatly  fufter  in  their  eftates, and  befide«, 
there  is  no  fuch  power  granted  them  in  their  charter. 

VJ.  The  faid  faction  have  negle£led  to  repeale  all  laws 
of  their  colony  contrary  to  the  laws  of  England,  though 
required  thereuoro  by  his  Majefty's  letters  of  28th  of  Feb. 
1662,  and  the  obfcrvance  thereof  promifed  by  their  agenis 

at 
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at  that  time;  and  alfo  by  parricular  direction  from  the 
right  honourable  the  Lords  of  the  commitree  of  trade  and 
plantation  lotheir  late  agents  in  1678,  by  which  meanes 
coining  of  money  (acknowledged  in  their  agents  petition 
10  his  Majefty  a  great  crime  and  rnifdemeanor,  who  then 
craved  his  Majefty's  pardon  to  tlie  government  for  rhc^ 
fame)  is  continued  to  this  day.  Sec.  Alfo  their  laws  eecle- 
fiaflicaii  continued,  &c. 

VU.  The  faid  faction  have  refufed  to  admit  of  his 
Majefties  letters  pattents  beating  date  at  VVcltminfter  iprh 
of  May  in  the  3  2d  year  of  his  Majefty's  reign,  granted 
10  William  Blathwair,  Efq;  ere6ling  an  ofFice  of  furveyor 
and  auditor  generall  of  his  Majefties  revenues  arifing  in 
America,  and  do  appropriate  to  themfelves  the  fines,  for- 
feitures. Sec.  which  appear  by  the  faid  letters  patterns  to 
belong  to  his  Majefty,  and  they  make  the  condition  of  all 
recognizances  and  penall  bonds  payable  to  the  treafnrer 
and  not  to  the  King, 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  General  Court  to  Sir 
Lyoncll  Jenkins,  one  of  his  iMajcfty's  principal 
Secretaries   of  State. 

Right  honorable, 

HIS  Majefties  great  goodnes  and  favour  in  giving  us 
a  farther  opportunity  to  attend  him  in  the  affaires 
of  this  his  colonie  exprefted  in  his  gracious  letter  of 

wee  with  moft  humble  thankfulnes  acknow- 
ledge. And  that  wee  may  not  be  refledled  upon  as  thofe 
that  make  very  unfuirable  returns  thereunto,  wee  have 
taken  the  boldnes  to  trouble  your  honour  with  the  fol- 
lowing account  of  our  proceedings ;  whereby  wee  hope 
foe  great  an  infelicity  may  be  prevented,  and  which  though 
it  may  feeme  late,  yet  is  by  the  firft  from  hence,  except 
one  ready  to  faile,  when  hi"^  Majefties  coraiiiands  were 
received  by  us. 

Upca 
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Upon  the  receipt  of  his  Majefties  faid  letter  (though  at 
at  feafon,  in  regard  of  the  extremity  of  the  cold  and  inow, 
very  difficult  for  the  members,  efpecially  ihofe  remote,  10 
aflemble  in)  the  governour  forthwith  lummoned  a  gene- 
ral court  ;  which  being  met  January  4ih  and  his  Majefties 
letter  communicated  with  all  duty  and  regard,  the  contents 
thereof  were  taken  into  ferious  confideracion* 

And,  in  the  firil:  place,  wee  applyed  curfelvcs  to  the 
choife  of  agents  that  they  might  have  timely  notice  and, 
accordingly,  fo  prepare  themfelves  for  that  fervice  as  to  be 
ready  to  imbarque  upon  the  firfl  opportunity. 

Wee  confjdered  of  inftru(flions  for  theni,  wee  carefully 
perufed  our  whole  bookeof  lawes,  purfuant  to  the  excep- 
tions made  to  forae  of  them  by  Mr.  Atturny  and  Sollicitor 
general!  when  our  late  agents  were  attending  his  Majeftie 
and  their  information  given  u?,  fmce  their  returne  home, 
wherein  wee  have  made  a  confiderable  progrefle  towards  a 
conclufion. 

But  fo  it  is,  right  honourable,  that  wee  find  if  no  eafy 
matter  to  prevaile  with  perfons,  in  any  degree  qualifyed, 
to  undertake  fuch  a  voyage  at  this  time;  and  though  fe- 
veral  elections  have  been  made,  wee  have  not  as  yet  ob- 
tain'd  the  confent  of  any. 

The  prefent  calamity  of  others  of  this  country,  now 
flavcs  in  Algier  (and  one  of  them,  an  agent  from  one  of  his 
Majefties  colonies  here)  not  yet  ranfomed,  does  greatly  dif- 
courage,  efpecially  fuch  as  live  in  good  credit  and  condition. 

And  truly,  Sir,  fhould  perfons  under  fuch  a  chara<5ler 
be  taken,  wee  have  caufe  to  beleeve  their  ranfome  would 
be  fo  high  as  that  it  would  be  hard  for  us  to  procure  it 
amongil  a  poore  people  yet  labouring  under  the  burthen 
of  the  arreares  of  our  late  warre  with  the  Indians  and 
other  extraordinary  charges  not  yet  defrayed. 

Sir,  Wee  doe  not  urge  this  as  that  which  hath  kept 
us  from  our  duty,  but  only  as  an  inconvenience  that  meets 
us  in  the  difcharge  of  if. 

Wee  doe  not  take  ourfelves  to  be  difobllged  ;  wee  have 
not  departed  from  our  refokuions  :    But  hope  the  pre- 

M  m  mifcs 
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mifes  confidered  (vTirhour  mentioning  other  ill  circum* 
ftancc^  whirli  v-,:.,.-  aie  acrcnded  with  in  tnis  affaire)  that  ihe 
Jarrfc  of  i  irfle  will  not  be  reflicleJ  upon  as  proceeding  from 
the  want  of  loyalty  and  i'Uegiancc  hi  us,  which  wee  hum- 
bly profeue  th^^'  ^^'ce  will  always  bearc  to  his  mofl  facred 
Majeitie  :  And  will  the  rather  hope  for  his  .¥aic{lic» 
pardon  herein,  for  that  we  underfland  his  Majeflies  time 
is  yet  taken  up  in  thofe  weighty  affairs  (efpecially  relating 
to  the  horrid  and  execrable  popifli  plot)  which  were  the 
chief'e  occafion  of  his  difmifTion  of  our  former  agents.  So 
that  we  have  ground  to  feare  that  our  attendance  at  pre- 
fent  may  be  iroubleforae  to  his  Majedie  and  unprofitable 
to  ourfelves. 

Right  honourable,  Wee  humbly  pray  that  this  our 
addreflc  may  be  accepted  and  taken  in  good  part  by  your 
honour,  and  that  you  will  pleafe  to  favour  us,  his  Majeflies 
mod  dutifull  and  obedient  fubje£ls,  with  the  reprcfentation 
of  our  prefent  condition  herein  contained  ;  that  wee  may 
not  incurre  his  Majeflies  difpleafure,  nor  be  thought  re- 
gardlefle  of  his  commands,  whereunto  wee  have  been 
aifembled  in  general  court,  endeavouring  to  give  evidence 
of  our  obedience. 

Herein  you  will  forever  oblige  to  pray  for  your  happines. 
Dated  in  Boflon  in  New-  Right  Honourable, 

England,  3d  June  1 68 1.      Your  mofl  humble  fcrvants. 
And  was  direfled, 
To  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  Lyonell  Jenkins, 

one  of  his  Majeflyes  principal  Secretarys  of  State. 
Thefe  humbly  prefent. 

Agreed  by  the  committee,  that  this  letter  be  dire^ed 
to  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins,  one  of  his  Majeflies  principall 
fecretarys  of  ihte. 

The  depuryes  doe  aprove  of  this  returne  defiriag  our 
honnoured  magiitrates  to  confent  unto  it. 

Richard  Sprague,  per  order- 
3  June  81.     Confcnted  to  by  the  magiftraies, 

Edw.  Rawfon,  Secretary. 

Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Edward  RandoIpJi   to  the 
Bifhop    of  London. 

My  Lord, 

IN  my  attendance  on  your  Lordfhip,  I  often  cxprcfl 
that  feme  able  minifters  might  bee  appoynted  to  per- 
forme  the  officies  of  the  church  with  us.  The  maine  ob- 
flacle  was,  how  they  fhould  be  mainetayned.  1  did  for- 
merly, and  doe  now  propofe,  that  a  part  of  that  money 
fent  over  hither  and  pretended  to  bee  expended  amongfl: 
the  Indians,  may  be  ordered  to  goe  towards  that  charge. 
I  am  told  by  credible  perfons  that  there  is  nigh  two  thou- 
fand  pounds  of  that  money  put  cut  to  interefl:  in  this 
country,  I  know  two  hundred  hath  bin  for  many  yeeres  ia 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Rawfon,  their  fecretary,  who  is  now 
preflcd  for  to  pay  the  money,  to  his  utter  ruin.  Neceffity, 
and  not  duty,  hath  obliged  this  government  to  fend  over 
two  agents  to  England  ;  they  are  like  to  the  two  confuls 
of  Rome,  Cefar  and  Bibulus.  Major  Dudley  is  a  great  op- 
pofer  of  the  faction  heere,  againft  which  I  have  now  arti- 
cled to  his  Majefly,  who,  if  he  finds  things  refolutely  man- 
niged,  will  cringe  and  bow  to  any  thing ;  he  hath  his  for- 
tune to  make  in  the  world,  and  if  his  Majefly,  upon  alte- 
rarion  of  the  government,  make  him  captain  of  the  cafUe 
of  Boflon  and  the  forts  in  thecolloney,  his  Majefly  will 
gaine  a  popular  man  and  obleidge  the  better  party. 

But  if,  whatever  1  have  faid  and  proved  againfl,  and 
even  confeiTed  by  their  former  agents,  their  money  raifed 
upon  themiferable  inhabitants  fliall  flill  prove  a  prevailing 
argument,  and  the  agents  be  difmifTcd  before  every  mat- 
ter concluded  in  England  bee  certified  to  bee  duly  and 
pun<51nilly  obferved  heere,  you  will  render  them  more 
capable  to  oppofe  his  M-ijeflys  authority. 

I  have  reafon.  from  fuch  great  pieffing  reafons  to  pay 

in  this  200/.  to  believe  that  this  money  is  a  banke  layd  up 

heere  upon  mannaging  fome  pubi'ck  defigne.     There  was 

M  m  2  a. 
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a  ^reat  difference  beiwixi  the  old  church  and  the  members 
oF  the  newchurch,  about  baptifme  and  their  members joyrt'* 
ing  in  full  communion  with  either  church  ;  this  was  foe 
liigii  that  there  was  imprifoning  of  parries  and  great  diflur* 
bances,  but  nov/,  heereing  of  my  propofals  for  minifters  to 
be  fent  over,  for  they  have  very  good  correfpondancy  with 
fome  of  the  clarks  of  thecouncell,  they  are  nowjoyned 
together,  about  a  fortnight  ago,  and  pray  to  God  to  con- 
found the  devices  of  ail  whodidurbe  their  peace  and  li- 
berties. 1  have  made  it  an  article  againfl  them,  for  not 
repealing  their  lawes  ecclefrafllcall,  and  fent  in  my  papers 
to  Mr.  Blackworth  a  large  account  of  their  latter  tranfac- 
lions,  to  which  I  humbly  befeech  your  Lordfhip  to  be 
referred  and  to  be  prefent  at  the  committys  making  a  party 
againfl  their  great  friend  L.  P.  S.  who  cannot  withftand 
iheir  weighty  'arguments.  They  have  bin  this  3  yeeres 
raifmg  money  for  this  expedition,  their  Jaft  agents  ex-* 
pended  above  4000/.  in  their  agency,  the  poore  people 
mutl  pay  all,  for  by  their  law  neither  magidrates,  mini- 
fters  or  any  publick  officers  are  charged  with  any  publick 
rate.  Thefe  agents  have  certaynly  one  great  advantage 
bymyabfence,  haveing  liberty  to  fay  what  they  pleafe ; 
but  I  thinke  1  have  fo  cleerly  layd  downe  the  matter  of 
facl,  fent  over  their  lawes  and  orders  to  confirme  what  I 
have  wrote,  that  they  cannot  deny  them ;  however,  if 
commanded,  I  will  readily  pafs  the  feas  to  attend  at  White- 
hall, efpecially  if  Danford,Goggin  and  Newell,  majeilrates, 
and  Cooke,  Hutchinfon  and  Fiiher,  members  of  their  late 
generall  court  and  great  oppofers  of  the  honelf  governor 
and  majeflrates,  be  fent  for  to  appeare  before  his  Majefly, 
till  which  time  this  country  will  always  be  a  (hame  as  well 
as  inconveniency  to  the  government  at  home,  YourLord- 
fhip  hath  a  great  pled;^e  for  fuch  minifters  as  your  Lord- 
fliip  fliall  thinke  convenient  to  fend  over,  for  their  civcll 
treatment,  and  1  thinke  uo  perfon  fitter  than  Major 
Dudley,  their  agent,  to  accompany  them,  who  will  be  very 
carefull  to  have  them  fettled  as  ordered  in  England.  He 
is  one  of  the  commifiioaers  for  the  mouey  fent  over  for 

the 
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the  converting  the  Indians ;  I  give  him  rv;o  or  three  lines 
to  rf!Commcnd  him  to  your  Lord  (hips  favour,  foe  hr  as  he 
may  bee  ferviceable  to  the  defigne ;  as  for  Capt.  Richards, 
he  is  one  of  the  faction,  a  man  of  roeane  extraction,  com- 
ing over  a  poore  fervant,  as  mod  of  the  fa^flion  were  ac 
their  firft  planting  heere,  but  by  extraordioary  feats  and 
couilinadge  have  gotc  them  great  ellares  in  land,  efpeciaily 
Danford,  fo  that  if  his  Majedy  doe  fine  them  fuiFiciently, 
and  well  if  they  efcape  foe,  they  can  goe  to  worke  for 
more.  As  for  Mr.  Richards,  he  ought  to  be  kept  VQvy 
fafe  till  all  things  tending  to  the  quiett  and  regulation  of 
this  government  be  perfedly  fettled.  I  give  your  Lcrd- 
fliip  my  humble  thankes  for  the  great  prefcnt  of  excellent 
bookes.  I  have  difpofed  of  them  to  advantage  and,  with 
my  wife,  are  cryed  out  upon  as  didurbers  of  the  peace  of 
the  churches,  for  bringing  in  damnable  bookes.  We  have 
in  Bollon  one  Mr.  Willard,  a  minider,  brother  to  Mpjor 
Dudley,  he  is  a  moderate  man  and  baptifeth  thofe  who  are 
refufed  by  the  other  churches,  for  which  he  is  hated. 
My  Lord,  we  heere  the  fiaves  in  Algier  are  all  to  be  re- 
deemed,  that  Xbouldly  write  itt  that  the  fettlement  of  this 
country  and  putting  the  government  into  the  hands  of 
honed  gentlemen,  fome  of  which  are  already  in  the  m^^je- 
ftracy,  and  difcountenancing  utterly  the  fadlion,  will  be 
more  gratefuil  to  us,  for  now  our  conciences  as  well  as 
our  bodys  are  in  captivity  to  fervanis  and  illiterate  plan- 
ters. My  Lord,  your  goodnes  and  readines  to  ferve  his 
Majedy  in  the  fettlement  of  this  great  plantation,  invites 
me,  upon  all  occafions,  to  interpofe  your  Lordftiips  more 
weighty  adayres,  but  fmce  wee  are  heere  immediarely  un- 
der your  Lorddiips  care,  I  with  more  frecdome  prefs  lor 
able  and  fober  miniders,  and  wee  will  contribute  largely  to 
their  maintenance,  but  one  thing  will  mainely  heipe,  v.'l^en 
no  marriages  heereafter  fliail  be  allowed  lawful!  but  fucli 
as  are  made  by  the  miniders  of  the  church  of  Enrijland.  J 
humbly  crave  your  Lordftiips  bleding  and  remaine 

Your  Lordlhips  mod  obedient  fervant, 
16.^2  May  2^ih,  Ed.  Randolph. 

M  m  3  t4| 
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My  Lord,  I  cannott  forgett  that  the  Lords  of  the  commit- 
tee  for  trade  moved  his  Majefly  to  add  to  my  fallery 
of  200/.  a  yeare,  the  yearely  fume  of  one  hundred  more 
for  my  incouradgment.  I  have  a  great  fammyly  to 
mayntayne,  have  had  great  loffes  and  expences  about  his 
Majellies  fervice  heere,  all  which,  1  hope,  will  be  taken 
intoconfideration  J  for  if  his  Majefly  be  now  refolute. 
1  queflion  not,  but  without  aney  further  charge  to  his 
Majefty,  the  whole  fettleraenc  of  the  country  will  be 
c&aed.  E.  R. 


Copy   of  a   Letter  from   Mr.  Randolph   to  the 
tarl  of  Clarendon. 

Boflon,  June  14th,  1682. 
Right  honourable, 

I  Wrote  your  Lordfliip  largely  by  Mr.  Foy,  which  I 
hope  is  come  to  your  Lordfhips  hands.  Our  agents 
are  fiyled  from  hence  about  a  fortnight  ago.  Wee  heare, 
Iv-tdj.  D'ddky,  one  of  them,  is  very  fick  of  a  feavor  and  not 
like  to  hold  om  the  voyage,  Mr.  Richards,  the  other,  one 
of  D.?nforths  faflion  and  a  great  oppofer  of  the  governor, 
will,  upon  Maj.  Dudleys  death,  have  an  opportunity  to  fay 
what  he  pleafeth,  in  defence  of  the  feverali  mifdemeanors 
objeaed  againfl:  rhem  and  their  fa^iou. 

They  have  been  thefe  2  yeares  rayfing  money  upon  the 
poore  Inhabitants,  to  make  friends  at  court,  certainly  they 
have  fome  there,  too  nigh  the  council!  chamber,  otherwife 
they  could  not  have  coppies  of  ray  petition  againfl  their 
governmeat,  my  articles  of  high  mifdemeanures  againft 
Danforth,  and  now  of  Mr.  Cranfields  inflruaions  and  ne- 
gotiations  in  the  province  of  New-Hamp(hirc. 

I  heartily  congratulate  the  happy  returne  of  his  Royall 
H.  my  gracious  mafter,  to  Whitehall,  the  news  whereof 
and  of  his  Majeflies  bringing  quo  warrantos  againlt  feverai 
ciiarters  in  Englaad^aud  of  MfpCrsufislds  teing  conftituted 
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governor  of  New-Hamp(liire,  puts  the  h£t\on  in  a  great 
perplexity  j  their  generail  court  hath  fett  above  a  month, 
and  cnade  only  the  inclofed  law,  and  appointed  a  fafl 
throughout  the  government.  I  am  confident,  if  his  Ma- 
jellie  had  bene  pleafed,  at  the  fame  time  he  made  Mr.  Cran- 
field  governor,  to  bring  a  Q^W.  againll  their  charter  and 
made  him  governor  of  this  collonie,  they  would  thanck- 
fully  receive  him,  efpecially  upon  declaring  liberty  of  con- 
fcience  in  matters  of  religion  ;  but  fo  long  as  their  charter 
remaines  undiflurbed,  all  ^is  Myellie  faith  or  commands 
fignifies  nothing  here.  The  governor  is  very  much  trou- 
bled that  the  fa£lion  will  not  hearken  to  reafon ;  he  en- 
deavoured to  have  their  navall  office  (fete  up  in  oppofitioa 
to  my  letters  putents)  taken  away  this  general!  court,  and 
have  all  the  acts  of  parliament  relating  to  trade  declared 
and  publiflied,  but  the  faclign  are  refolved  to  doe  nothing 
to  oblige  the  jrovernor  or  anfwer  his  Majeliies  expe£ta- 
tions.  His  Majeftics  quo  warranto  againft  their  charter 
and  fending  for  Tho.  Danforth,  Sara.  Nowell,  a  late  fa<51ious 
preacher  and  now  a  magiilrate,and  Dan.  Fifhcr  and  Elifha 
Cooke,  deputies,  to  attend  and  anfwer  the  articles  of  high 
mifdemeanures  1  have  now  exhibited  againfl  them,  in  my 
paper?  fent  Mr.  Blaithwait  per  Capt.  Foy,  will  make  the 
whole  fadlion  tremble.  1  was  very  much  threatned  for 
my  proted  againit  their  navall  office,  but  it  was  at  a  time 
when  they  heard  of  troubles  in  England;  but,  (incc,  I  anv 
very  eafy,  and  they  would  be  glad  to  heare  no  more  of  it. 
His  Majeftie  commanded  them  to  repay  me  the  money 
they  tooke  from  me  by  their  arbitrary  orders,  which  the 
fa£lion  would  not  heare  of,  I  have  therefore  arrefted  Mr, 
Danforth  for  lo/.  part  of  that  money,  and  their  treafurer, 
Mr.  RpiTeli,  for  5/.  due  to  me  for  a  fine,  and  I  am  to  have 
a  tryall  with  them.  I  humbly  befeech  your  Lordftiip  that 
I  may  have  coefuleration  for  all  my  lofles  and  money  laid 
out  in  profecuting  feizures  here,  in  the  year  1680.  If  I 
may  not  have  it  out  of  his  Majeflies  treafury  in  England, 
that  the  heads  of  this  fadlion  here  may  be(lri<fllyprofecuted 
and  fined  for  .tjieir  treafons  and  mifdemeanures,  and  my 
M  m  4  money 
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money  paid  out  of  their  fines.     My  Lord,  1  am  at  a  great 
difadvanrage,  by  reafon  of  my  diflance  from  court,  and  in 
no  condition  to  foilicite  his  Majcfties  concernes  and  the 
good  and  wellfjre  of  this  colony,  as  formerly,  I  well  re- 
member, bufmefs  with  your  Lordfhip,  as  with  other  Lords 
of  the  councill,  fometimes  intervenes,   which  hath  occa- 
fioned  not  only  delays  but  quite  alters  the  face  of  things, 
efpccially  when  a  commirtee  of  Lords  meete,  who  are  not 
acquainted  with  the  whole  feries  of  this  afriire  :  It  is  there* 
fore  my  humble  requefl:   to  your  Lordfliip,  to  move  that 
2  or  5  commiftyes  m^y  be  appointed  for  this  matter,  when 
your  LordQiip,  my  Lord  Hide,  and  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  may  be  prefenr,  and  the  whole  m.atter  of  fa£t 
examined  and  llared.     I  know  the  agents,  at  leaf!  one  of 
them,  will  confefs  whar  is  charged  upon  their  government, 
as  rheir  former  agents  did,  in  their  peri[ion  to  his  Majcitie, 
which  is  a  (landint^  evidence  againll:  them  ;  but  if  that  be 
not  fulEcienr  ground  tc  avoid  their  charter,  together  wiih 
the  mifikmcanors  charged   upon   them,   on  which  your 
Lordlhip  iiaih  rhe  opinion  of  Sir  Wm.  Jones,  if  his  Ma- 
jeftie  pleafe  to  dire£l  Gov.  Cranfield  to  examine  the  lafl: 
articles  againfl:  the  fa^ion,  there  will  be  reafon  not  only  to 
vacate  their  charter  but  to  fend  over  a  prudent  gentleman 
to  be  general)  governor.     If  the  party  were  fo  confidera- 
ble  as  to  revolt,  upon  his  Majedies  refolution  to  fettle  this 
plantation  (as  hath  been  fometime  fuggefted)  their  firft 
worke  would  be  to  call  me  to  account,  for  endeavouring, 
openly,  the  alteration  of  iheir  conftitutioUj  which  by  their 
Jaw  is  death,   but  they  dwindle  away  and  are  very  much 
divided,  magiilrate  agaicfl:  magiH-rate,  the  one  hoping,  the 
other  fearing  a  change.     My  Lord,  I  have  but  one  thing 
to  reminde  your  Lordfliip,   that  nothing  their  agents  can 
fay  or  doe  in  England  can  be  any  ground  for  his  Majedie 
to  depend  upon  :  Be  pleafed  to  remember,  from  the  time 
your  Lordftiips  honorable  father,  the  late  Lord  Chancellor, 
engaged  with  their  agents,  iq  1662,  who  undertookc  and 
affented  to  every  ihinge  his  Lordfliip  propofed  for  his 
|y|ajeflies  hQnoiir  ancl  th^  ^enefic  of  \i\i  fubjs^ls  here  in«9 
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habiting,  DOthing  but  open  contempt,  of  all  his  Majefties 
commandj^,  with  finail  evafions  and  tricks,  have  followed, 
and  worfe  may  be  daily  expe^ed,  if  it  be  left  to  them  to 
regulate  i he  abufes  complained  of.     My  Lord,  one  un- 
happy (if  not  willfull)  miftake  hath  very  much  promoted 
ihefe  mifchiefs,  his  Majeftie  hath  been  reprelenied  to  this 
people  very  low  in  his  treafury,  unable  and  unwilling  to 
give  them  any  diilurbance,  though  never   fo  much  pro- 
voked to  it,  which  is  here  believed,  when  to  this  day  their 
contempts  putt  upon  his  Majeflies  commiflion  and  com'* 
miilioners  in  1 664,  his  Majeftie  not  calling  them  to  account 
for  refufmg  to  fend  over  Bellingham  and  Hathorne,\vbea 
commanded  upon  their  allegiance  to  at; end  at  Whitehall 
by  his  Majeilies  letter  of  i  666,  no  not  fo  much  as  the  leaft 
notice  taken  of  it  in  any  of  his  Majeflies   letters  at  any 
time  f:nce  to  this  government,  and  on  the  other  hand,  by 
a  certain  deceptio  vijus,  thefe  people  have  been  reprefented 
to  his  Majeitie  as  a  very  duiifull  and  loyall  people,    that 
they  are  a  great  people  and  can  raife  great  forces,  befides 
that  they  have  been  at  vaft  charges  and  expences  in  fub- 
duing  a  wiiderneiTe  and  making  a  great  country,  without 
any  charge  or  expence  to  the  crown.     Its   true  there  arc 
many  loyall  fubje^is  here,  but  few  of  them  in  any  places 
of  trull.     Their  forces  are  very  inconfiderable,  more  for 
iliew  than  fervice.  1  will  engage  with  500  of  his  Majefties 
guards  to  drive  them  out  of  their  country.    And  for  their 
expences,  1  know  very  few  now  living,  nor  their  children, 
who  were  at  that  charge,     Mr.  Dudley,  one  of  the  prefenc 
agents,  was  one  of  the  fixi\  planters  and  a  gentleman,  came 
ovTr  with  a  good  eftate,  but  the  firil:  adventurers  are  either 
all  dead  and  their  children  drave  out  of  all,  by  their  fathers 
fervants,  or  elfe  fo  few  and  inconfiderable  that  no  notice  is 
taken  of  them  ;  and  as  for  all  the  perfons  joyned  and  con- 
cerned in  the  fa(^ion  here,  1  know  but  one  man   who  was 
not  a  fcrvant  or  a  fervants  fon,  who  now   governe  their 
governor  and  the  whole  country.'^  1  befeech  your  Lord- 

(liip 

*  This  is  a  fcapdalovjs  ipifreprcfeotatioo,  uniefs  he  intended  to  fave 

hirafelf  by  fuppofirg  the  governor  and  the  whole  country  to  be 

fjoverneJ  by  a  few,  only,  of  thole  againl^  v?ko^\  fc?  had  jud  be- 
jf?  c^h.it)j;ec}  ar;icU.f  of  high  g^ifdeiTisaaqr^ 
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fliip  to  pardon  ray  long  New  England  difcourfe,  and  bc- 
Jieve  rne,  in  all  this,  to  aime  at  his  Majefties  honour 
and  the  good  of  this  plantation,  where,  by  his  Majellies 
goodncfs  and  your  Lordfliips  favour,  1  am  now  become 
an  inhabitant,  and  remaine 

E.  R. 
My  Lord,  After  your  Lordlliip  hath  pernfed  the  inclofcd, 
if  any  thinge  occurr  therein  which  may  be  of  fervice, 
whilefl  the  affaires  of  this  colony  arc  tran fairing,  be 
pleafed  to  fend  it  to  Mr.  Biaithwaic,  that  the  neccflaries 
may  be  communicated,  if  required.  In  the  inclofed  law, 
they  call  the  money  coyned  in  this  colony.  New  Eng- 
land coyne,  edgageing  the  whole  plantation  in  the  matter 
of  their  mint  and  thereby  befpeaking  the  influence  this 
fmall  government  would  have  over  all  the  neighbour- 
ing  colonys,  but  their  ambition  will  fliew  itfelf  upon  all 
Occafions ;  hoivever,  if  they  cannot  conceale  what  they 
aime  at,  lying  under  fuch  circumllances,  they  will  take 
a  time  effe6lually  todemonftrate  what  they  have  been 
.  for  many  yeares,  defigning,  that  is,  the  generall  go- 
vernment over  the  whole  plantation,  which,  indeed,  is 
abfolutely  neceflary  on  his  Majeflies  behalfe,  but  not 
to  be  managed  by  them.  ^   Randolph. 


Copy    of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Edward  Randolph 
to  the  Lord  Bifnop  of  London. 

Bofton,  July  14th  1682. 
My  Lord, 

I  Gave  your  Lordfliip  the  trouble  of  mine  of  29th  of 
May  iaft,  which  I  hope  is  long  fmce  received.  Wee 
have  advice  by  Capt.  Barrett,  now  arrived  from  London, 
that  your  lordlhip  hath  remembered  u?,  and  fent  over  a 
minifler  with  Mr.  Cranfield,  the  very  report  hath  given 
great  fatisfa6tion  to  many  hundreds  whofe  children  are 
not  baptized,  and  to  as  many  who  never,  fmce  they  came 
aut  of  England,  received  the  facramenr.     I  wrote  your 

lordlhip 
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lordfliip  of  our  two  agents  coming  over  10  attend  and  re-^ 
ceive  his  Majefties  cooimands,  they  have  large  comrnir- 
fions  to  promiie  as  much  as  any  of  their  former  agents, 
and  have  credit  for  large  fumes  of  money  to  purchafe  (if 
they  c^n)  what  their  promifes  cannot  obtaine,  but  I  hope 
nothing  will  be  concluded  upon,  and  they  thereupon  per- 
mitted to  returne  home,   till  his  Majeftie  have  full  aiTu* 
rancc  from  governor  Cranfield  that  all  things  are  here 
duly  performed  which  are  expe£led  and  commanded  to  be 
done  in  this  collonie.     Bur  nothing  will  fo  efre<51ually  fet- 
tle this  government  on    a  firrae  dependence  upon  the 
crowne  as  bringing  a  quo  warranto  againfl:  their  charter, 
which  will  wholly  difmable  many,  now,  great  fticklers  and 
promoters  of  the  h£i\ou  among  us  from  ailing  further  in 
a  publick  flarion,  efpecially  thofeagainit  whom  1  have  ex- 
hibited the  inclofed  articles  fent  in  my  lad  to  Mr.Blathwair. 
My  Lord,  1  am  at  a   great  diftance  and  fo  not  able 
perfonally  to  attend  and  follicite    in  this   affaire  as  for- 
merly, but    in   regard    the  matter  is  more  eafy   to    be 
cHec^ed,   I  thinke  it  unneceiTary,  yet   in   regard  its  ab- 
folutely  necefTary  for  his  Majefties  fervice  and  advantage 
to  the   crown   to  have  the  whole  plantation  fettled  upon 
the  true  bafis  of  du:y  and  allegiance,  I  had  rather  take  a 
voyage  to  England,  if  commanded,  to  make  out  my  alle- 
gaiions,  than  to  have  this  matter  pafTed  over  and  hurflit 
up  upon   bare   pretences  and  promifes.     I  confcffe  my 
particular  bufinefTe  is  to  take  care  of  the  trade  of  this 
country,  I  dayly  expofe   myfelfe  to  many  hazards  and 
troubles,  but  all  I  have  done  or  can  proje<^  is  to  little 
purpofe,  fo  long  as  this  government  (now  fufficiently  di- 
vided) which  I  he  lawes  of  En2:land  enjoyne  to  my  aide  and 
afiidance,  are  parties  and  chiefe  obftrufters  of  my  defigns, 
for  till  this  government  be  thoroughly  regulated,  all  that 
his  Majeftie  commands  will  fignify  nothing-     This  inde- 
pendency in  government  claimed  and  daily   pradlifed  by 
us  is  one  chiefe  occafion  of  the  many  mutinies  and  diftur- 
bances  in  other  his  Majefties  forreigne   plantations.     If 
Wr$  are  Kjifiiifgrmed  CQUC^rciog  J^^^  lordftiip's  fending 

over 
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over  a  miniflcr,  be  pleafed  to  commiferate  our  condition, 
and  fend  us  over  a  fober  difcrcet  gentleman.  Your  lord- 
fliip  hath  now  good  fecurity,  fo  long  as  their  agents  are  in 
England,  for  his  civill  treatment  by  the  contrary  partie ; 
he  will  be  received  by  all  honed:  men  with  hearty  chriftian 
refpe<5ls  and  kindnefs,  and  if  his  Majefties  lawes  (as  none 
but  fanaticks  queftion)  be  of  force  with  us,  wee  could  raife 
a  fuflicient  maintenance  for  divers  miniders  out  of  the 
eftates  of  ihofe  whofe  treafons  haveforFcited  them  to  his 
Majeflie.  I  have  wrote  to  the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  to  Mr. 
fecretary  Jenkins,  to  remind  them  of  the  many  fmall  eva- 
fions  and  tricks  putt  upon  his  Majeflie  and  the  lords  of 
the  councill  by  this  inconfiderable  faction,  whofe  fo  long 
delayed  punifhment  and  reformation,  invites  and  incou- 
rageth  to  greater  contempts.  1  queflion  not  but  your 
lordAiips  unfpotted  loyalty  to  his  Majeflie,  and  charirie  to 
us  his  dutifuil  fubje61s,  will  now  engage  your  lordfhip 
timely  and  vigoroufly  to  aflift,  fo  to  reduce  this  faftion,  as 
to  put  it  abfolutely  out  of  their  power  to  attempt  thq 
like  for  the  future.  Our  minifters  hope  God  will  fupport 
them  in  all  their  extravagancies,  and  now  wee  have  a  fol- 
Jemne  faft  ordered  to  intreate  the  Lord  to  gi^e  our  agents 
favour  in  the  eyes  of  the  King,  and  with  all  they  arc  to 
be  concerned.  Serjeant  Maynard,  his  Majeilies  ferjeant 
at  law,  hath  made  a  prefent  of  eight  chefls  oF  books,  now 
fen t  over  to  thecolledge  at  Cambridge,  by  Capt.  Barrett, 
and  configned  them  to  Capt.  Richards,  one  of  the  agents 
fent  to  England.  They  are  valued  at  above  400/.  I  finde 
his  marrying  Mr.  Bantries  neece  will  oblige  him  to  (land 
up  for  the  good  old  caufe,  and  to  ailifl  the  agents,  who  a- 
mongfl:  other  matters,  are  to  reprefent  me  as  an  enemie  to 
this  government,  and  an  open  diflurber  of  their  peace, 
I  heartily  beg  your  lordiliips  blefling,  and  remayne, 

E.  R. 


Cop; 
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Copy  of  the  Bill  for  Nomination  of  Magiftratcs. 

BodoD,  loth  April   1683. 

The  Bill  for  nomination   of  Magiflraccs  for  the  year 
enfuing. 

Simon  Brad flreetjEfq;  1 194  John  Richards,  Efq;  12 19 
Tho.  Danforth,  Efq;  1246  Samuel!  Nowell,  Efq;  1 176 
Daniel  Gookin,  Efq;  1187  Will.  Browne,  Efq;  0802 
John  Pynchon,  Efq;  12 12  James  RufTell,  Efq;  11 87 
Will. Stoughton,  Efq;  11 72  John  Hull,  Efq;  0910 
Jofeph  Dudley,  Efq;  1226  Peter  Til  ton,  Efq;  1154 
Peter  Bulkely,  Efq;  1206  Barth.  Gidney,  Efq;  1091 
Nath.  SaUonftall,  Efq;  1014  Sam.  Appleton,  Efq;  11 13 
Hump.  Davie,  Efq;      1 1 83     Robert  Pike,  Efqj      1044 

Capt.  Daniel  Fifher  $S^ 

Mr.  John  Woodbridge         354 

Capr.  John  Wayte  354 

Lieut.  William  Johnfon        333 

Lieut.  Edm.  Quinfey  247 

Mr.  Eliflia  Cooke  230 

Capt.  Ellfha  Hurchinfon       128 

Capt.  William  Torrey  123 

To  the  Conftable  of 
The  twenty  fix  perfons  above  named  had  the  mod 
votes  for  magiftrates  or  affiftants  for  the  yeare  enfuing, 
who  are  therefore  to  be  nominated,  and  they  only,  at  the 
next  court  for  eledlions,  which  you  are  timely  to  (ignify 
to  the  freemen  of  your  town  as  the  law  directs.  The 
number  of  votes  for  each  perfon  is  added. 


Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter   from   Mr.  Edward  Randolph 
to  Mr.  Jofeph  Dudley. 
Sir, 

IHave  yours  of  Sept.  loth  by  me  and  am  now  rogive 
you  the  news  oF  your  charter  being  vacated,  by  judg- 
inent,  for  non-appearance.  His  Majefty  has  chofen  Coll. 
Kerke,  late  governor  of  Tangier,  to  be  your  governor. 
He  is  a  gentleman  of  very  good  refolution  and,  I  believe, 
w'lW  not  faiie  in  any  part  of  his  duty  to  his  Majefly  nor  be 
wanting  to  doe  all  good  offices  for  your  diftrafled  colony, 
if,  at  lafl:,  they  will  hear  what  is  reafon  and  be  governed. 
Here  was  fent  over  a  mod  fcandilous  paper,  preached,  as 
lis  faid,  by  Mr.  Moody  and  Mr.  Mather ;  the  Duke  of 
Yorke  hath  a  copy  of  it,  and  others  have  coppies  alfo  ;  twii! 
doe  your  country  great  prejudice  and  put  jealoufies  into 
the  minde  of  the  councel  here,  as  if  the  collony  would 
not  abide  by  the  judgment  againft  their  charter,  but  ftand 
up  to  defend  their  liberries.  My  bufmefs  has  been  and 
fhall  be  to  ward  off  as  much  as  I  can.  And  if,  by  the 
iniquity  and  folly  of  your  miniilers  and  majedrates,  you 
faileof  what  was  expelled,  the  whole  blame  will  rert:  upon 
themfelves.  The  King  fent  me  over  to  Holland,  to  in- 
quire after  the  irregular  traders;  3  or  4  had  been  there, 
and  they  were  gone  before  my  coming.  I  returned  back 
a  fortnight  after  judgment  was  given  and  would  have  been 
glad  tohavefeen  Sir  Edmund  Andrews  in  England,  who 
is  yet  in  Guernfey.  1  quedion  nor  hut  you  will  have 
reports,  as  if  a  great  fleer  of  (hips,  with  regements  of  horfe 
and  foorc,  are  coming  againft  you,  but  I  know  of  no  fuch 
thing,  only,  1  believe,  a  frigott  or  two  will  attend  the  go- 
vernor, who  is  leftenant  of  one  of  his  M^jefties  regiments 
of  guards  and  one  of  the  bed  chamber.  1  remember  wh.it 
you  advife,  ihat  the  government  be,  in  the  firft  place, 
tranfpofed  and  committed  10  the  care  of  fitting  perfons 
npon  the  place  to  prepare  and  accommodate  affairs  againfi 
the  arrival  of  the  governour.  1  am  not  wanting  to  prcfs 
for  liberty  of  confcience  and  confirmation  of  all  your  rights 
and  poffjfiions,  and  have  nominated,  according  to  what  was 

sgrced 
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agreed  betwixt  you  aod  myfelfe,  perfons  for  the  councill, 
and  difTwade  all  1  can  from  raifing  any  rates  upon  the  peo- 
to  fupport  government,  more  than  what  has  been  ufual  with 
you.  The  King  has  been  pleafed  to  make  me  fecrctary 
and  regifter  of  New- England.  I  have  nominated  you 
for  the  King's  teceiver  general!  of  allNcw-England,which 
will  be  a  place  of  profit.  I  had  other  things  to  propofe 
on  your  behalfe,  but  that  mufl  attend  a  farther  opportuni- 
tie.  Refpedls  to  the  governor  and  his  lady,  madamTaylor, 
Mr.  Stoughton,  Mr.  Bulkeley,  Mr.  Page  and  his  lady,  and 
all  friends.  Its  yet  very  uncertain  whether  proceffe  will 
iffue  out  againft  Rhode  Wand  and  Conne6licut  collony  to 
bring  in  both  them  before  the  governour  come  over,  or  to 
do  that  afterward  in  cafe  they  refufe  to  fubmit  to  a  gene- 
ral governour,  as  yet  nothing  has  been  difcovered  of  it.  A 
committee  of  Lords  but  faturday  next  is  appointed  for  that 
bufmes.  Dr.  Cox  is  well  and  fo  is  Mr.  Boyl  and  all  your 
friends,  amongfl:  whom  I  defire  to  be  recorded,  becaufe  I 
am  Sir,  Your  faithfull  friend, 

and  engaged  fervant,  &c. 
9th  I  r.  84.  W.  H. 


Copy  of  the  Bill  for  Nomination  of  Magiftrates. 
Bofton,  Aprill  the  13th,  1686, 

SiraonBradftreet.Efq;  1144  BartholmewGedny,Efq;  387 
ThomasDanforth,Efq;io52  Samuel  Appleton,  Efq;  11 29 
Daniel  Gookin,  Efq;   1002   Robert  Pyke,  Efq;  11 13 

John  Pynchon,  Efq;     1097  Eliiha  Cooke,  112 1 

Wm.  Stoughton,  Efq;  656  Wm.  Johnfon,  Efq;  872 
Jofeph  Dudley,  Efq;  619  John  Hathorne,  Efq;  985 
Peter  Biiikley,  Efq;  475  Eliflia  Hutchinfon,  Efq;  978 
Niih.  Sahonftall,  Efq;  852  Samuel  Sewall,  Efq;  868 
Humphry  Davie,Efq;   1127  Capt.  John  Smith,  619 

John  Richjirds,  Efq;  896  Mr.  Ifaac  Addingion,  510 
Samuel  Nowell,  Efq;  1203  Mr.  Oliver  Purchas,  507 
James  RufTdl,  Elq;  1095  Capt.  Daniel  Pierce,  474 
P.£ter  Tikon,  Elq;         1 1 25  Capt.  John  Blackwell,    331 

Mr. 
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Mr.  John  Woodbridge,  325 

Capr.  John  Phillips  of  Charlefl:.  307 
Lt.  Tho.  Thurfton  of  207 

Capt.  Daniel  Epes  of  Ipfwich,  1^6 
Mr.  Sam.  Partridge  of  Hadly,  176 
Mr.  Wm.  Brown,  fen.  of  Salem,     99 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Edward  Randolph 
to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lords  of  the  Committee 
for  Trade  and   foreign   Plantations. 

July  28.  16S6. 
May  it  pleafe  your  Lordfhips, 

PURSUANT  ro  his  M^jeftyes  order  in  council  of  the 
13th  July  1685,  directing  Mr.  Attourney  Generall 
10  caufe  writs  of  Quo  Warranto  to  be  brought  agaiall  the 
charters  of  the  coiouys  of  Rhodelfland  and  Connefticot  in 
New  England,  I  accordingly  ferved  thefe  wriits,  tho'  by 
a  tedious  pafTage  of  almoft  6  months  from  London  to  this 
place,  the  rime  of  their  returne  was  l.ipfed.  However,  the 
governor  of  Connetficott,  upon  my  delivering  the  write 
to  him  at  Harford,  on  21ft  inflani,  has  appointed  a  meet- 
ing of  the  generall  courte  of  that  colony  ro  be  called  to- 
gether to  fnrrender  their  charter  to  his  Majeflie,  if  not 
perfwaded  by  the  faiflious  people  (who  are  unwilling  to 
depend  on  his  JVIajeflies  favou')  to  Hand  a  trial!,  only  10 
gain  time  and  delay  his  Majeflies  feuding  over  a  generall. 
Upon  my  delivering  the  governor  of  R.  Illand  the  fummons 
of  the  writt,  he  aifembied  the  freemen,  and  they  have 
drawre  a  petition  and  addrefs  to  be  forthwith  humbly 
prefented  to  his  M^jedie. 

I  intended,  long  before  this  time,  humbly  to  lay  before 
your  Lorclfnips  a  more  cirly  account  of  the  prefenr  iiate 
of  this  govemmenr,  but  have  forbore,  to  wait  tlie  eifec^  his 
Majefliss  gracious  commifli'^n  and  conflitu'ion  of  govern- 
ment, containing  libenie  of  confcience,  would  have  upon 

the 
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the  people  of  this  colony,  which,  at  my  firft  arrivall,  was 
received  with  all  outward  fliew  of  faiisfaiflion  and  a  com- 
plimcnc  of  gratitude  was  returned  his  Majefty  for  that 
favour ;  but  fmce,  the  proceeding  of  the  governor  and 
councill,  whatever  they  write  or  pretend  in  their  letters 
to  their  Lord(hips,  are  managed  to  the  incouragement 
of  the  independant  fadlion  and  utter  difcountcnancing  both 
the  minifter  and  thefe  gentlemen  and  others  who  dare 
openly  profefs  themfelves  to  be  of  the  church  of  England, 
not  making  any  allowance  for  our  minifter,  more  than  we 
rayfe  by  contribution  amongft  ourfelves.  The  frame  of 
this  government,  only,  is  changed,  for  our  independant  mi- 
nifters  flouri(h,  and  expedl  to  be  advifed  with  in  publick 
affaires.  I  need  no  further  arguments  to  confirmc  the 
truth  hereof  to  your  Lordfhip  than  to  fay,  but  two  of  the 
prefent  members  of  the  government,  viz.  Mr.  Mafon  and 
myfelfe,  are  members  of  the  church  of  England,  that  of 
above  60  officers  in  the  militia  of  the  whole  governmeiit, 
there  are  not  above  2  captains,  or  3  inferior  officers,  but 
are  either  church  members  or  fuch  as  conftantly  frequent 
thofe  meetings,  which  makes  nonconformifts  from  all  places 
refort  there.  About  2  months  agoe  Mr.  Morton,  an  ex- 
communicated minifter,  came  hither  from  Nuington  green  ; 
he  was  welcomed  by  our  prcfident  and  defigned  to  be 
mafter-head  of  our  colledge,  but  not  daring  to  proceed,  at 
firft,  by  fuch  large  fteps,  he  is  called  to  be  minifter  at 
Charleftowne,  a  very  good  liveing,  and  is  ready  at  hand 
to  be  prefident  of  the  colledge. 

Two  brothers,  of  the  name  of  Baylie,  great  and  opring 
nonconformifts  at  Lymbrick  in  Ireland,  have  been  here 
2  yeares  and  well  provided  for.  In  the  time  of  Mon- 
mourhs  rebellion,  moft  part  of  the  minifters  animated  the 
people,  faying  the  time  of  their  deliverance  was  at  hand, 
and  not  one  of  them  prayed  for  his  Majeftie,  nor  would 
give  credit  to  his  M^jefties  moft  gracious  letter,  fignifying 
the  overthrow  of  the  rebells.  1  humbly  propofe,  as  great- 
ly for  the  quiet  and  wellfare  of  this  plantation  of  New- 
England,  that  no  minifter  from  England  b§  permitted  to 

N  a  land 
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land  without  the  licence  of  the  generall  governour,  and 
that  he  have  power  or  licence  to  reftrain  from  preaching 
fuch  as  2re  already  upon  the  place.  From  all  which  it 
will  appear  vpry  neceflary  that  his  Majefly  would  be  gra- 
ciouily  pleafed  to  fend  over  to  us  a  generall  governour,  to 
unite  and  fettle  this  dirtra^led  country,  and  alfo  to  make 
good  what  is  already  hegun  in  this  colony,  the  delay  where- 
of may  be  of  evil  confequencc  and  give  way  for  the  fa<flious 
people  here  to  reafTume  the  government,  which  they 
openly  declare  they  have  not  paitcd  wiihall,  but  expe<fl  an 
opportunity  to  be  redored. 

And  as  to  the  difcharge  of  that  trufl  repofed  in  me, 
I  humbly  reprefent  to  your  Lordfhips,  rh^ir  under  his  Ma- 
jefties  authority  (he  preiident  takes  gre:u  liberty  to injoync 
upon  me  in  mv  {lation,and  would  not  ailift  me  ro  make  a  fei- 
zure  of  a  veiTel  in  the  harbour,  which  my  officers  were  not 
permitted  to  board.  I  am  by  a-l  accounred  the  foule  enemy 
of  the  country,  having  been  for  1 1  yeares  attending  his 
Majedies  command  in  this  affaire,  and  by  ferving  the 
writts  upon  the  other  colonies,  my  life  may  be  made  very 
uncafy,  unlefs  his  Majelf  y  fhail  be  pleafed  gracioufly  to 
recommend  me  to  the  care  and  protection  of  his  generall 
governour,  for  whofe  fpeedy  arrival!  all  good  men  hear- 
tily pray.  All  which  is  humbly  fubmitted, 

by  your  Lordihips  mod  humble  fervanr, 

E.  R. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Edward  Randolph 
to  Mr.  Blaithwait. 

Boflon,  July  28th,  1686. 
Sir, 

INCLOSED  is  a  letter  fent  fomc  time  fince  from  the 
government  of  Road  llland,  they  call  it  a  fur  render  of 
their  charier.  1  have  fmce  the  receipt  of  it  called  on  them 
in  my  way  to  Harifoid  in  Conne^ticotr,  the  goYeinor  tel'» 

me 
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me  they  will  pafs  a  furrender  in  fuller  tearmes  under  the 
feale  of  their  colony,  but  are  wiHing  to  have  this  fent. 
I  was  with  the  governor  of  Connedticott  and  delivered  to 
him  the  quo  woranro.  I  fuppofe  they  intend  not  to  fland 
it  out,  our  councill  have  fent  Major  Fincheon  and  Capr. 
Winthrop  to  Hardfcrd  to  perfwade  them  to  accommodate 
the  matter,  fo  as  they  may  be  added  to  the  government 
here ;  how  farr  that  will  prevaile  1  know  not ;  they  are  fen- 
Cble  of  Mr.  Dudleyes  encroachment  on  all  and  every  fide, 
and  are  unwilling  to  trufl  him,  and  are  ftrongly  invited  to 
come  under  New  Yorke,  bur  it  is  more  for  the  publick 
advantage  to  have  that  colony  continued  to  us.  Since  my 
goeing  to  Hartford,  the  prefident  has  fo  contrived  the 
matter  that  Capt.  George  has  received  above  two  hundred 
pounds  mony  which  legally  belongs  to  me  who,  as  collec- 
tor and  informer,  ought  to  be  admitted  to  profecute  a  ihip 
laden  with  Scotch  goods,  but  itsallasCapt.  George  pleafes, 
the  prefident  and  he  carry  all  as  they  pleafe,  to  the  greate 
dilTattisfacftion  of  the  merabefs  of  the  councill,  that  now  in- 
ftead  of  meeting  to  do  publick  bufmefs,  tis  only  to  quarrill 
and  that  in  fuch  hears  that  1  feare  it  will  occafion  the  de- 
folving  this  government.  I  am  forced  to  moderate  others 
paflions  (tho'  I  have  mod:  caufe  to  complaine)and  quietly 
to  fuffer  my  proffirts  to  be  ihared  out  amongfl  others  till 
Sir  Edmund  Andros  come  over  ;  he  is  longed  for  by  all 
fobermen  who  find  themfelvesabufed  by  the  falfe  prefident. 
Mr.  Wharton  is  comeing  over  our  agent,  I  have  offered 
Mr.  Mafon  at  leafl  to  be  joined  with  him,  but  I  think  I 
cannot  gect  it  ro  pafs. 

There  will  1  fear  be  an  eruption  betwixt  the  French  of 
Nova  Scotia  and  our  people  in  Mayne  and  New  Hamp- 
fliirc,  occafion ed  by  Capt.  Palmer  and  Mr.  Weft  of  New 
Yorke,  who  being  at  the  fort  of  Peramequid  and  haveing 
advice  of  a  Ihip  of  Pifcattaqua  which  landed  wine  at  Ponop- 
fcutt  belonging,  as  they  fay,  to  Nova  Scotia,  they  by 
force  went  afhoar  and  took  of  the  wine  :  I  referr  you  xo 
the  inclofed,  a  copie  of  Mr.  Palmers  letter  :  The  gover- 
nor of  New- Yorke  I  am  told  has  given  them  dire^ions  to 
N  n  2  claim 
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claim  all  the  land  as  farr  caftward  as  the  River  St.  Croix. 
"We  have  fent  to  all  places  to  warne  our  people  and  to  the 
flQiermen,  not  to  venter  upon  their  coafts,  leall  they  be 
fiirprized,  and  made  to  anfwer  for  damage<;  done  by  ftrao- 
gcrs.  Jufl  now  1  have  receiveda  letter  from  my  good  friend 
Mv.  Chaplin,  who  acquaints  me  of  your  happy  recovery 
from  a  d^n^erous  fjcknefs,  for  which  1  returne  hearty 
thancks  to  allmighty  God.  Mr.  Sroughton  is  inclined  to 
the  nonconformift  miniliers,  yet  (lands  right  to  his  Majef- 
tyes  interefl.  Mr.  U(lier  is  m^de  a  great  criminall  for  in- 
forming againft  Moody  and  Allin,  who  are  ftirring  up  the 
people  to  rebellion,  he  is  a  juil  honeft  man,  and  wi'l  not  fee 
his  Majeiiyes  inrerelt  fuller.  But  we  are  over  voted  and 
cannot  help  our  felves  till  Sir  Edmund  come  to  regulate 
the  matter.  Sir,  I  am  under  great  difficultyes,  and  were 
it  not  for  my  ingagement  in  the  bufuiefs  of  the  mafts, 
I  would  once  more  make  a  journey  over,  for  I  am  treated 
by  Mr.  Dudly  worfe  than  by  Mr.  Danforth,  yet  all  under 
the  pretence  of  fViendfhip,'  and  is  angry  that  I  do  noc 
believe  him.  Honeft  Major  Buckly  is  quite  tyred  out  and 
can  hardly  be  perfwaded  to  come  to  Bofton.  This  is  our 
prefent  di drawled  condition.  Wee  have  only  patience  and 
our  friends  afiiftance  to  depend  upon  in  England  for  redrefs. 
I  reraaine,  Sir,  &c. 

Sir,  I  am  informed  that  the  land  wheron  the  wine  was 
fended  have  been  allwayes  deemed  to  belong  to  the  French 
and  was  the  very  place  formerly  belonging  to  Sir  Thomas 
Temple,  and  was  delivered  up  to  the  French  upon  the 
articles  of  Breda  by  Capt.  Wibourne,  by  his  Majefty's  fpe- 
ciall  command,  in  exchange  for  the  Englifli  plantation  on 
St.  Chriftophers  and  that  done  about  the  yeare  1667. 

Sir,  Some  of  the  members  of  the  council!  are  of  opi- 
nion that  fjiice  the  conftirution  of  this  government  is  by 
a  prefideut  and  councill,  who  united  are  all  but  governor, 
that  therefore  they  ought  to  have  a  proportionable  (liare 
of  the  profitt  as  w^ell  as  the  charge  and  burthen,  haveing 
not  one  penny  comicing  to  them  as  members  of  the  councill 
more  then  to  any  juftice  of  ihe  peace  j  fome  flay  here  five 

or 
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or  fix  weeks  together  and  negle(^  their  own  bufmefs,  and 
have  nothing  to  defrey  their  ordinary  charges,  bcfides  lofs 
of  time,  which  ihey  have  defired  me  to  reprefent  and  pray 
your  opinion  thereupon,  as  alfo  whether  the  prefident  is 
•virtute  officij  the  ordinary  to  grant  adminiftraiions  and  to 
allow  the  probate  of  wills,  he  producing  no  authority  from 
his  Majefties  lords  of  the  councill,  or  from  my  lord  of 
London. 


Copy   of  a  Letter  from   Mr.  Randolph   to   the 
Archbifliop  of  Canterbury,    1 686. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Grace, 

I  Have  forborne  riteing  to  your  grace  till  I  had  been 
fome  time  upon  the  place,  to  fee  how  the  poore  peo- 
ple here  would  demean  themfelves  under  this  new  govern- 
ment. At  my  firfl:  arrivall  I  met  with  outward  expreffions 
of  joy  and  fatisfa6lion,  and  many  feemed  well  pleafed  at 
the  change,  having  been  (Iruck  with  a  panicke  feare  upon 
the  aprihention  of  Colonel  Kurcks  coming  hither  to  be 
theire  governor  ;  but  finding  a  commiflion  directed  to  a 
genckman  boine  among  themfelves,  the  then  governor  and 
companie,  growing  hardie  by  theire  miniilers,  began  to 
perfwade  Mr.  Dudlie  not  to  except  of  his  Majeflies  com- 
miflion to  be  prefident,  hoping  thereby  to  continue  the 
government  among  themfelves :  But  that  faileing  them, 
they  adjourned  the  meeting  of  their  generall  aifembly  to 
the  fecond  of  061ober  next,  and  fo  broke  up  with  hopes, 
that  either  fome  unhappie  accident  in  affairs  of  flate  at 
home,  or  by  diffenrion  raifed  by  thsir  artiiices  among  the 
members  in  this  new  government,  they  might  prevaile  fo 
far  as  to  diflblve  this  new  conilicution  and  then  realTume 
the  government,  which  toaccompiilh  they  are  folifTitoufe. 
I  take  leave  humbly  to  remind,  that  when  your  grace  was 
prefent  at  a  committee  of  the  Lords  and  was  therein 
pleafed  to  move,  that  one  of  theire  meeting  houfes  in 
N  n  3  Boiloa 
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Boflon  (liould  be  ordered  to  be  fet  apart  for  the  exercife 
of  the  religion  according  to  the  church  of  England,  it  was 
then  anfvvered  by  fome  of  ihofe  noble  Lords  who  difcorfed 
in  iheire  favour,  provided  they  might  have  libertieof  con- 
cience  in  matters  of  religion,  they  would  voluntarilie  fub- 
mit  to  have  one  of  theire  three  meerlng  houfen  to  be  dif- 
pofed  of  by  the  prefident  and  councell,  for  that  ufe.  Since 
my  arrival!  with  Mr.  Ratclilfe,  a  fober  man,  recommended 
by  my  Lord  of  London  to  be  our  minifter;  who,  befides 
his  Lordfliips  faire  telfimonials,  brought  with  him  a  letter 
from  the  right  honourable  the  Lords  of  the  committe  for 
trade  and  foratne  plan^aiions  to  the  prefident  and  councell 
for  their  countenance  and  incouridgement  in  thedifcharge 
of  his  oiEcej  yet  twa:,  d  long  time  before  they  tooke  the 
lead  notice  of  him  or  his  buiines;  at  lafi:,  though  ftrongly 
oppofed,  I  got  a  little  roome  in  their  towne  hoafe,  for  fuch 
as  were  for  the  church  of  England  to  affemble  in,  but 
found  it  fo  (Iraite  that  we  are  forced  now  to  make  ufe  of 
the  exchange  for  that  purpofe ;  where,  to  humour  the 
people  our  minifler  preaches  twice  a  day  and  baptifes  all 
that  come  to  him,  fome  infants,  fome  adults  perfons ;  w^ 
are  now  come  to  have  praiers  every  Wednefday  and  Friday 
mornings  oa  their  exchange,  and  refolve  not  to  be  baffled 
by  the  great  affronts;  fome  calling  our  minifter  Baals 
prieff,  and  fome  of  their  menifters,  from  the  pulpit,  calling 
our  praiers  leeks,  garlick  and  trafh.  We  have  often  moved 
for  an  honourable  maintenance  for  oure  raeniffer ;  but 
they  tell  us  thofe  that  hire  him  mull  mainetaine  him,  as 
they  maintaine  their  owne  menilfers,  by  contribution.  Of 
a  prefident  and  eighteen  members  of  the  councell,  there  is 
onely  myfelfe,  fmce  Mr.  Mafons  departure  for  England, 
that  is  of  the  church  of  England,  and  twas  never  intended 
that  that  charge  (liould  be  fupported  by  inyfelfc  and  fome 
few  others  of  oure  communion. 

I  humbly  reprefenc  to  your  grace,  that  the  three  meeti- 
jng  houfesin  Bofton  might  pay  twentey  fhillings  a  weeke, 
a  piece,  out  of  their  contribution,  towards  the  defraieing 
our  church  chirps  |    tha^  fum-  beiag  Icfs  per  annunj 
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than  each  of  their  minifters  receive.  We  have  yet  ne- 
ceflitie  for  another  minifter  to  come  over  to  us ;  for  if  any 
illnefs  or  indifpoficioa  happen  to  the  prefent  incumbent, 
we  have  no  man  heere  to  perforrae  the  office.  I  am  not 
to  forgit  to  your  grace  the  banke  of  monie  in  the  hands  of 
the  corporation  for  evangelizing  the  Indians.  Your  grace 
was  very  defueous  uhat  that  monie  might  be  inquired  af- 
ter, and  applied  to  build  us  a  church  and  free  fchooll,  that 
our  youth  might  be  no  longer  poyfoned  with  the  fcdiilious 
principles  of  this  country  :  1  am  told  that  there  is  not 
jefs  then  two  thoufand  pounds  here,  but  adventure  not  to 
ftir  the  Jead  in  it,  having  all  redie  brought  upon  my  felf 
fo  many  cnemife,  and  to  all  my  crimes  added  this  one  a3 
the  greateft  in  bringing  the  letherdge  and  cerimonife  of 
the  church  of  England  to  be  obferved  amongfi:  us,  and 
this  day  is  a  commencement  at  our  coilidge,  which  your 
grace  was  plea  led  to  honoure  with  a  prefent  ot  the  learn- 
ed Hamonds  works,  that  rich  man  :  They  are  all  ac  prefent 
more  taken  up  in  puting  in  one  Mprton  of  Neventon- 
green,  a  rank  independent,  to  be  theire  precidenc,  than  to 
(hew  any  refpeft  which  is  due  to  youre  graceoufe  prefenr, 
and  I  cannot  expe<St  it  (liould  be  otherwife  till  his  Alajef- 
lie  fliall  be  pleafed  to  fend  us  a  generall  governor  from 
England. 

Thus  much  relating  to  thefe  affiirs  of  oure  church, 
that  of  our  ilate  little  differs ;  moil  part  of  our  chiefs 
officers,  as  juftices  of  the  peace,  See.  arc  congregationail 
men,  and  not  above  three  church  of  England  men ;  and 
not  above  three  church  of  England  officers  in  the  militia ; 
fo  that  in  the  maine  I  can  only  afTurcyour  grace  that  the 
perfons  onely  and  not  the  government  is  changed. 

Now  from  all  this,  after  fo  many  hazards  and  difficulties 
which  I  have  gon  throw  in  the  profecution  of  his  Maje- 
flies  fervice  in  New  England,  I  am,  by  their  malicioufe 
pra(ftifes  made  very  uneafie ;  and  fuch  perfons  who  reape 
particular  advantages  by  the  change  of  government  hate 
me  for  accompliihing  it,  and  are  makeing  parties  and 
factions  to  mifreprefent  me  to  his  Mijeflic.  Amongfi 
N  n  4  '  thofe 
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thofe  many  noble  Lords  of  his  Majefties  mod  honourable 
previe  councell,  who  have  all  along  countenanced  and 
farthered  my  hartie  defigns  to  ferve  his  Majeftie,  Sir, 
there  eminently  appeared  for  me.  I  humblie  pray,  upon 
all  occafions,  the  continuance  of  your  graceoufe  favour, 
by  which  I  fhall  be  the  better  inabled  to  attend  his  Ma- 
jefties  atTairs  heer  committed  to  my  care,  and  I  (hall  remain 
in  all  dutie  your  graces.^ 


Copy  of  a  Letter   from.  Mr.  Randolph    to    the 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury. 

BoRon  in  N.  E.  06lo.  27th  86. 
May  it  pleafe  your  Grace, 

I  Have  fome  time  fince  humbly  reprefented  to  your 
grace  a  necefliry  of  having  a  church  built  in  Bofton  to 
receive  thofe  of  the  church  of  England.  Wee  have  at  pre- 
fent  400  perfons  who  are  daily  frequenters  of  our  church, 
and  asmuiy  more  would  come  over  to  us,  but  fome  being 
tradelmen,  others  of  mechanick  profefFions,  are  threatened 
by  thecongregationall  men  to  be  arrefted  bytheir  creditors, 
or  to  be  turned  out  of  their  work,  if  they  offer  to  come 
to  our  church ;  under  fuch  difco'iragements  wee  lye  at 
prefent,  and  are  forced  to  addrefs  your  grace  for  reliefe. 
1  have  taken  care  to  informe  myfelf  how  the  money 
lent  over  hither  for  the  company  of  evangelizing  Indeans 
in  New  England  (for  foe  by  their  patient  from  his  late 
Mijefly  they  are  ftiled)  is  difpofed  of  here.  Here  are  7 
perfons,  called  commifTioners  or  truflees,  who  have  the  fole 
manage  of  it ;  the  chief  of  which  are  Mr.  Dudley,  our 
prefident,  a  man  of  a  bafe,  fcrvile  and  anrimonarchicall 
principle,  Mr.  Sioughton,  of  the  old  leaven,  Mr.  Richards, 
a  man  not  to  be  trufled  in  publique  bufmefs,  Mr.  Hinkley, 
governor  of  New  Plimouth  coliony,  a  rigid  independant, 
and  others  like  to  thefe.     The  poor  Indians  (thofe  who 

are 
*  This  is  a  copy  of  one  of  Mr.  Randolph's  letters,  and  I  fappofe 
the  bad  orthography  Is  owing  to  the  tranfcriber,  for  the  origi- 
nals are,  in  that  refpe<5t,  not  very  exceptionable. 
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are  called  miniders)  come  and  complaine  to  Mr.  RatcliefFe, 
our  minifter,  that  they  have  nothing  allowed  them  :  We 
have  fpoken  to  the  commiiTioners  to  have  fome  allowance 
for  them  ;  all  we  can  gett  is  the  promife  of  a  coarfe  coat 
agaiofl:  winter,  and  would  not  fufFer  Aaron,  an  Indian 
teacher,  to  have  a  bible  with  the  common  prayer  in  it,  but 
took  it  away  from  him.  This  money  is  not  lefs  than  3 
or  400/.  which  is  yearly  returned  over  hither  (fome  fay 
fSoo)  with  which  they  enrich  themfelvcs,  yet  charge  it  all 
as  layd  out  among  the  poore  Indians.  1  humbly  prefume 
to  remind  )our  grace  of  your  promife  to  me,  when  in  Eng- 
land, that  acommilTion  (hould  be  dire6i:ed  to  fome  perfons 
here,  unconcerned,  to  audit  and  report  their  afts  of  this 
money.  We  want  good  fchoolemafters,  none  being  here 
allowed  of  but  of  ill  principle,  and,  till  there  be  provifioQ 
made  to  re61ifye  the  youth  of  this  country,  there  is  noe 
hopes  that  this  people  will  prove  loyall.  The  money  now 
converted  to  private,  or  worfe  ufes,  will  (et  up  good  and 
publick  Ichooles  and  provide  maintenance  for  our  minifter, 
who  now  lives  upon  a  fmall  contribution,  and  are  yet 
forced  to  meet  in  the  town-houfe. 

1  cannot  omit  to  acquaint  your  grace,  how  tender  con- 
fcienced,  members  of  our  old  church,  for  foe  they  are  di- 
flinguiflaed  from  the  other  2  churches  in  Bo(lon,are.  Not 
long  fince,  1  defired  them  to  let  their  clerk  toll  their  bell 
at  9  clock,  Wednefdays  and  Fridays,  for  us  to  meet  to  go 
to  prayers.  Their  men  told  me,  in  excufe  for  not  doing 
it,  that  they  had  confidered  and  found  it  intrenched  on 
their  liberty  of  confcience  granted  them  by  his  Majeftyes 
prefent  commilTion,  and  could  in  noe  wife  afTent  to  it.  The 
neceflity  of  a  church  and  publick  fchooles  and  encourage- 
ment of  miniilers  prelTes  me  to  give  your  grace  this  trou- 
ble, which  I  humbly  intreat  your  grace  to  remember  to 
effe^f,  lead  the  fmall  beginnings  of  the  church  of  England 
fettled  here  with  great  difficulty,  fall  to  the  ground  and 
be  loft,  for  want  of  tymely  relict  and  countenance.  All 
which  is  humbly  fubmitted  by 
r- "         ■■<'   .     I  ■: ' .  ■  .■^»  ■  ■■  '.1 ' ■„. . 

Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  fromMr.Randolpb  to  Mr.Povcy. 

Boflon,  May  2 id  1687. 
Sir, 

I  Have  wirh  me  your  three  letters  of  March  the  7th, 
nth  and  7th  April,  by  Mr.  Mafon,  for  all  which  I 
heartily  thank  you,  and  for  your  particular  direction  in  the 
■feveral  ftages  of  my  employ.  I  have  very  lately  had  the 
bonds  of  mafters  of  (hips  bound  from  hence  10  England 
in  my  cudody,  and  thofe  are  indorfed  that  copys  thereof 
are  fent  for  England ;  you  Qiall  not  faile  of  the  duplicates 
if  this  lliip  makes  not  too  much  fpeed,  and  for  the  future 
you  may  expect  them  with  my  other  accounts  of  the  cuf- 
tom-houfe;  however  I  am  to  take  it  as  a  favour  if  I  be  per- 
mitted to  fend  themdiredly  to  the  cuftom  houfe,  in  regard 
1  have  been  cenfured  for  fuffering  my  papers  but  to  look 
firfl  into  the  plantation  ofiice,  and  the  primier,  there  now, 
objefled  hard  againft  me.  Pardon  my  digrelTion,  you  are 
fenfible  how  much  bufmefs  I  have  lying  upon  me,  to  fend 
accounts  and  duplicates  from  my  cu  Horn -office.  I  am  at  5  c/. 
a  year  charge  to  keep  an  able  clerke.  I  cannot  yet  get 
any  fees  fettled  fufficient  to  pay  that  charge,  MrSrough- 
ton,  Mr.  Wharton  and  others  objecting  that  his  Majeflies 
falary  for  100/.  a  year  is  to  defreyall  thai  charge,  foihac 
I  am  a  great  jofer,  befides  I  am  to  have  deputies  in  our 
feveral  ports,  and  unlefs  they  allow  fees  lam  not  capable 
of  doing  that  fervice  at  a  diflance  without  deputies,  and 
their  not  allowing  moderate  fees  is  only  to  difcourage  from 
infpeifling  their  irregular  trade.  This  his  excellency  has 
endeavoured  to  have  re<5hfied,but  is  oppofed  by  my  enemies, 
to  my  very  great  lofTe,  and  prejudice  to  my  deputyes. 
Inclofed  is  fuch  an  account  as  1  could  get  from  Mr.  Hookc, 
late  treafurer  in  the  province  of  Mayne.  Mr.  Danforth, 
tho'  feverall  times  putt  upon  it  for  an  account,  wholly  de- 
clines it,  and  fayed  he  never  received  any  money  but  it  was 
all  payd  to  Mr.  Hookc,  treafurer. 

Hi. 
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His  excellency  tryed  all  wayes  to  bring  the  people  to 
quite  rsQts.  There  were  feverall  who  would  take  grantes 
ior  lands,  but  as  it  now  falls  out  his  excellency  has  none 
to  difpofe  of;  a  little  lime  will  trye  what  our  new  judges 
Dudley  and  Sioughtou  will  fay,  when  either  Indian  pur- 
chafe  or  grantes  from  the  generall  court  are  queflioned 
before  thera.  Sir,  you  will  much  wonder  to  hear  I  have 
difpofed  of  the  fecretaryes  office,  for  a  time,  for  too  in- 
confiderable  a  vallue,  wheoas  it  was  judged  worth  5  or 
6coL  1  lofl  mony  confiderable,  during  the  time  I  had  if, 
one  part  the  prefident  run  away  with,  and  it  was  not  fet- 
tled, tho'  his  excellency  endeavoured  it,  but  alwaves  op- 
pofed,  and  whatever  Mr.  Weil  can  make  of  it,  I  could 
not  get  an  able  man  to  difcharge  it,  but  the  whole  trouble, 
care  and  charge  lay  upon  me.  I,  fometime  after  his  ex- 
cellencyes  arrivall,  was  dire^^ed  to  prepare  commiffions, 
civill  and  military  for  the  whole  territory.  I  made  12  in 
parchment  for  the  peace,  240  military,  copied  and  engrof- 
ied  in  parchment  all  the  lawes.and  difperfed  copies  through 
the  whole  government,  yet  they  fcrupled  to  allow  me  for 
writing  them,  thefe  matters  have  fo  difconraged  me  that  I 
thought  it  better  to  have  fome  certainty  than  to  leave  all 
loofe,  and  know  no  end  to  the  charge.  I  hope  long  ere 
this  ycu  have  received  ihc  minutes  fmce  his  excellency's 
arrivall,  fmce  which  nothing  conlidcrable  has  palled,  only 
fome  laws  about  regulating  cornfields  and  cattle,  coopers 
and  cai]cs,  they  flick  hard  upon  that  of  poiTeffion  as  of  a 
generall  concerne  and,  next  to  that,  for  a  law  for  miniilers 
inaintenaLce,  flrongly  oppofed  by  the  quakers.  We  have 
had  but  one  meeting  of  the  whole  councill  fince  pafling 
thofe  laws ;  that  of  the  rates  of  pieces  of  eight  does  not 
anfwer  the  end,  money  grows  very  fcarce  and  no  trade  to 
bring  it  in.  The  members  of  the  councill  of  Rhoad  Ifland 
and  New  Plimouth  have  enough  of  comeing  to  fete  in 
councill,  8  or  10  dayes  a  time,  at  their  own  charge,  and 
I  now  expetft  but  very  thin  appearance  for  the  future,  in 
regard  the  tables  are  dowa^,  but  tg  the  great  difTaiisfadioa 
of  cur  brc^hrei], 

Twill 
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Twill  be  for  his  Majeftyes  fervicc  to  putt  Mr.  Shrimp- 
ton  in  the  place  of  Captain  Champernoon,  and  Mr.  Luf- 
combe  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Jo.  Sandford  of  Rhoad  Ifland, 
both  dead.  Since  Colonel  Dongan  had  notice  of  his  excel- 
lencies letter  to  the  governor  of  Connefticott,  he  has  fent 
his  to  tempt  them  to  fubmit  to  New  Yorke  government, 
with  affurance  of  the  injoyment  of  their  eftates  and  pro- 
perties, and  that  they  (hall  all  be  continued  in  the  govern- 
ment, with  1  know  not  what  other  great  advantages.  If 
Conne^licott  goe  to  New  Yorke,  it  will  certainly  evince 
that  collony  and  this  government  cannot  fubfift  without 
a  free  trade  with  Conne<^icutt,  which  will  be  debarred  if 
they  are  not  annexed  to  us,  or  what's  worfe  for  us,  to  pay 
lo  per  cent,  for  all  wheat,  porke,  &c.  brought  to  us,  which 
we  cannot  want. 

Mr.  Mafon  is  very  acceptable  to  his  excellency  and 
to  many  of  us.  — —  reports  abroad  that  he  has  the 
better  of  Mr.Mafon.  Moody  is  out  of  humour,  I  believe 
he  will  be  obliged  to  leave  this  town.  I  entreat  you  to 
fend  the  inclofed  as  direfled,  and  be  aflured  that  I  am. 
Sir,  your  mod  humble 

obliged  fervant, 

E.  Randolph. 

Sir,  You  have  herewith  the  duplicates  of  the  laws  fent 
by  Capt.  Ware. 

To  John  Povey,  Efq; 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Randolph  to  Mr.  Povej^ 

BoftoB,  Jan.  24.  1687. 
Sir, 

I  Am  obliged  to  you  for  yours  of  the  2  2d  of  Sept.  lad, 
with  the  newes  and  copy  of  Sir  Robert  Holmes  com- 
milTion,  all  which  I  gratefully  received  from  Capt.  Leg, 
who  arrived  here  the  loih  inft.  and  delivered  your  letters, 
and  packetts  to  his  excellency  our  governor,  who,  being 

ia 
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in  great  forrow  for  the  lofle  of  his  good  lady  who  dyed 
the  2  id  inftant,  defires  me  to  prefent  his  humble  fervice  to 
Mr.  Blarhwayt  and  to  yourfelfe,  and  to  excufe  his  not 
writing  to  you  by  this  accidental!  opportunity  of  a  veffell 
going  for  Holland  with  logwood  and  muft  touch  at  fomc 
port  in  England. 

By  the  feverall  Gazetts,  filled  with  addrefles,!  find  you 
are  all  at  liberty  at  home,  and  I  believe  the  court  is  fo 
taken  up  with  the  weightier  matters  of  flate  that  there 
will  be  no  room  for  my  wife  to  addrelTe  my  petition  for 
a  confirmation  of  my  office  of  fecretary  and  fole  regifter, 
&c.  which  I  pray  may  be  enlarged  and  extended  to  the 
limitts  of  the  prefent  government.  I  fee  no  reafon  why 
I  ftiould  refede  in  my  defires  of  getting  an  underftanding 
gentleman  to  come  from  home  to  engage  in  the  difcharge 
of  the  fecretary 's  and  regifter's  office,  which  is  very  bene- 
ficiall  to  Weft,  no  fees  being  as  yet  agreed  upon,  and  I 
have  ground  to  believe  defignedly  done  todifcourage  any 
to  undertake  that  office,  whilil,in  the  mean  time,  he  extorts 
what  fees  he  pleafes,  to  the  great  oppreffion  of  the  people, 
and  renders  the  prefent  government  grievous.  I  have 
wrote  you  of  the  want  we  have  of  two  or  three  honeft 
atturneys  (if  any  fuch  thing  in  nature)  we  have  but  two, 
one  is  Mr.  Weft's  creature,  came  with  hira  from  New- 
York,  and  drives  all  before  him  ;  he  alfo  takes  extravagant 
fee?,  and  for  want  of  more  the  country  cannot  avoid  com- 
ing to  him,  fo  that  we  had  better  be  quite  wirhout  them 
than  not  to  have  more.  I  have  wrote  Mr.  Blathwait  the 
great  neceffity  of  judges  from  England.  I  know  there 
are  fome  loyall  gentlemen  and  able  lawyers,  who  have  not 
practice;  the  judges  with  us,  being  now  3,  have  390/.  be- 
twixt :hem  all,  befides  their  fees,  which  they  make  very 
confiderable  to  them  :  Now,  two  will  ferve  our  occafions. 
They  ought  to  be  of  the  councill,  and  their  falaryes  made 
up  400/.  a  yeare,  apeece,  they  will  deferve  it.  As  for 
Mr.  Bulk  ley  he  is  ftupified  and  drown  in  melancholy, 
and  almoft  ufelefie,  being  feldom  with  us.  I  formerly 
wrote  you  about  a  fitt  perfoa  to  aflift  in  my  office.  Be- 
fides 
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fides  the  lofTe  I  dayly  receive,  Mr.  Wefl  is  cryed  out  upon 
by  all ;  and  whom  Mr.  Blaihwayt  or  you  (hould  recom- 
mend will  be  acceptable.  Capt.  Nicholfon  tells  me  Mr. 
Martin  who  was  to  come  over  with  Col.  Kerke,  is  out  of 
bufines  and  believes  he  would  accept  of  the  office :  I  would 
have  an  honed  gentleman,  who  will  not  be  drawn  to  ill 
company,  but  will  mind  his  bufines  :  There  are  many  about 
court,  but  now  out  of  my  mind.  Pray,  pleafe  to  aiTift  my 
wife  in  what  may  be  for  my  intereft. 

Several!  veflells  are  gone  from  hence  to  Bermodos,  but 
are  defigued  for  the  v/reck.  No  news  yet  of  Sir  John 
Norhurrovv  or  Sir  William  Phips  being  there.  We  can- 
not yet  agree  upon  the  prizes  of  money  :  Somxe  would  have 
all  peeces  of  8,  tho'  of  15  pennyweight,  go  at  (yf.  New- 
England,  others  at  17  ;  bur  they  ftsnd  at  174.  Our  mo- 
ney goes  all  away  and  fliall  have  lictle  or  none  to  fupply 
ordinary  occafions. 

Since  the  governor's  arrivall.  New  Plimouth  colony 
have  great  profitt  by  whale  killing  :  I  believe  they  will 
have  nigh  200  tons  for  to  fend  to  England,  and  will  be 
one  of  our  bed  returnes,  now  beaver  and  peltry  faylesus. 
I  have  adefire  to  fee  England  once  more,  but  know  not 
when  I  can  g(tt  an  opportunity,  or  my  bufines  will  allow 
of  my  abfence,  till  1  take  leave  of  it,  which  1  am  not  ir'.ich 
difpofed  to  think  of  till  I  hear  all  things  are  fettled  with 
you.  1  fliall  write  you  all  our  proceedings,  as  opportu- 
nity offers.     Not  further,  but  that  I   am,    Sir, 

Your  mod  humble  fervant, 
Edward  Randolph. 
Juft  now  notice  is  come  that 
Will.   Harris  is  arrived  at 
Pifcataqua. 


Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  William  Blaithwaic 
to   Mr.  Edward  Randolph. 

Whitehall,  loth  of  March,  1687-8. 
Sir, 

I  Am  to  thank  you  for  yours  of  the  23d  of  November, 
and  would  noc  faiie  to  anfwer  the  chief  particulars. 
If  the  union  of  all  New  England  under  one  governor  be 
acceptable  on  your  fide  the  water,  what  will  the  joining 
and  annexing  to  the  fame  government  be  of  all  the  Eo- 
glifli  territories  in  America,  from  Delaware  bay  to  Nova 
IScotia?  This  is  already  determined  by  his  Majefly,  and 
a  commillion  conflituting  Sir  Edmund  Andros  governor 
alfo  of  New- York,  as  united  to  and  parcel  of  his  Majefties 
dominion  of  New-England.  And  for  the  two  Jerfies,  fcire 
facias's  are  expediting  towards  their  union.  This,  befides 
other  advantages,  will  be  terrible  to  the  French  and  make 
them  proceed  with  more  caution  than  they  have  lately  done. 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  your  kind  prefent  of  cranberries, 
acorns,  chefnuts,  &c.  which  came  very  well  and  are  im- 
parted to  Mr.  Robert  Southwell.  The  little  box  of  locull 
trees  was  broke  open  and  they  are  loft,  which  was  a  pity,, 
fince  they  are  fo  (hady  as  you  mention.  I  told  the  king  of 
the  black  fox,  who  raking  not  much  notice  of  it,  I  keep  it 
myfelf,  unlefs  you  think  otherwife  to  difpofeof  it. 

Care  is  already  taken  for  the  paffing  your  patent  for  all 
New-England,  and  if  Mr.  Spragg  were  not  in  the  way,  it 
might  have  been  for  the  whole  new  dominion. 

Pray,  prefent  my  humble  fervice  to  Mr.  Mafon  and  let 
him  know  Mr.  Povey  gives  him  particular  inftru^lions  by 
this  (hip  how  to  proceed  regularly.  The  governour 
needs  not  any  order  from  hence  to  do  juftice.  If  Mr, 
Mafon  be  aggrieved  he  may  appeal. 

My  humbie  fervice  likewife  to  Capt.  Nicholfon,  who  1 
hope  may  be  the  lieut.  governour  intended  by  the  King 

for 
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for  the  New-England.     Nor  let  my  fervice  be  forgot  to 
my  coufin  Tretfry,  whofe  relations  are  all  very  well. 

Since  you  are  fo  mindfull  of  my  concerns,  the  inclofed 
paper  will  {hew  you  how  the  article  for  the  auditors  is  to 
be  worded.  But  pray  remember  the  firfl  accompt  of  the 
prefident  and  councill.  It  was  fent  back  with  feverall 
queries,  in  order  to  the  fatisfying  the  lords  coramiflioners 
of  the  treafury,  and  I  expert  your  return  of  it.  And  you 
may  do  well  to  help  Sir  E.  Andros  to  difpatch  the  firfl  ac- 
compt fince  his  arrivall,  by  fetcing  forth  every  particular, 
how  expended,  more  minutely  than  the  parchment  fent 
me  does  contain,  that  the  Lords  of  the  treafury  may  not 
except  againll  the  method  of  it. 

1  fend  you  the  gazettes  touching  the  pirates  and  Sir  R. 
Holmes.  The  King  has  granted  him  all  pirates  goods  for 
3  years  and  the  power  of  pardoning  for  one  year.  He 
offers  fair  to  difcovcrers  and  fuch  as  furrender  themfelves, 
and  will  certainly  make  good  his  promife.  An  accident 
on  that  account  may  make  your  fortune,  as  you  are  mofl 
in  the  way  of  that  fort  of  people. 

I  mud  not  forget  my  humble  fervice  to  all  my  other 
friends  and  acquaintance  with  you.  Time  and  patience 
will  (land  you  in  great  (lead,  amidft  your  difappoincments 
and  afHi61:ions,  and  you  will  always  find  that  I  am  moft 
truly  Sir,         Your  faithfull  friend 

and  humble  fervrint, 

William  Biathwayt. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Povey  to  Mr.  Randolph. 

Whitehall,  i8  March  1687-8. 
Sir, 
^INCE  mine  of  the  eighth  inftant,  1  can  only  let  you 
^   know  that  your  warrant  for  fccretary  of  New-Eng- 
land, with   Rhodc-liland    included,  and   Conefticar,  had 
paired  the  King's  hand,  when  it  came  lurthcr  under  con- 

iidcraiion 
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fidcration  how  that  of  New-York  and  the  Jerfies,  which 
are  oow  to  be  added  in  the  generall  commiffion,  might  be 
included  without  wrong  to  the  prefent  feitlement  there; 
and  I  believe  it  will  be  agreed  that  your  deputation  to 
them  fliall  be  fufficient,  fo  as  he  may  receive  the  whole 
profitts  of  it  without  any  acknowledgment  or  chaigc, 
but  in  the  mean  time  your  warrant  is  (lopt  till  the  amend- 
ment or  rather  addition  be  agreed  of  j  but  you  may  expeft 
to  receive  it  at  the  fame  time  the  governor  receives  his 
commiflion,  which  will  be  fent  by  Foy. 

On  the  loth  Mr.  Blaihwayt  writt  to  you  and  fent  you 
a  memorandum  touching  his  falary,  of  which  I  now  fend 
you  a  copy,  and  tho'  I  writ  to  you  before  upon  this  fub- 
je61,  the  inclofed  being  as  it  is  fettled  by  himfelf,  you 
will  pleafe  to  follow  the  method  he  prcfcribes. 

We  have  no  new?,  more  than  the  cnclofed  proclamatioa 
for  the  recalling  the  Kings  fubje^ls  out  of  the  States  fervicc  j 
and  three  new  regiments  are  raifmg  here. 

I  am,  with  much  truth, 
Sir,   Your  mod  faithful  humble  fervanr, 

My  humble  fervice  to  Mr.  Mafon,  J.  Povcy. 

Capt.  Nicholfon  &  Capt.  Trefry. 


C  opy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Randolph  to  Mr,  Pevey, 

Bolton,  June  21. 1688. 
Sir, 

I  Received  your  two  letters  of  the  8rh  and  1 8th  March, 
the  fir.^  at  PemmequiJ,  where,  after  a  tedious  pafTage 
in  5  or  6  boats  and  other  water  carriage,  I  overtooke  his 
excellency,  being  left  behind  at  Bofton,  by  ficknefs,  about 
the  end  of  Aprill  lad.  The  Governor,  with  his  fervants, 
travelled  by  land  to  Plfcataqua  ;  Col.  Mafon  was  vifiting 
the  militia  in  the  province  of  Maine,  and  was  forced  ro 
follow  the  Governor  to  Cafco  bay,  where  the  Governor's 
Huop  aDu  barge  with  xo  oares  attended  their  coning;  he 

O  o  wetit 
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went  amongfl  all  the  idands  in  Cafcobay,  vifited  Mr.  Whar* 
ton's  pofTdTions  at  Pejepfgut,  and  rowed  up  many  leagues 
jnKennebeck  river ;  from  thence,  by  eafy  motions,  they  got 
to  Pemmequid,  where  he  iUyed  3  or  4  daycs  to  refrefli 
ihemfelves  with  (heep  and  foules,  and  then,  with  the  Rpfc 
frigott,  made  towards  Ponobfcott ;  his  Excellency  had 
fooner,  b)  mc  before,  appointed  Capt.  George  to  fpeake  to 
Monfu ui  S;.  Cadeen,  and  to  acquaint  him  with  his  come- 
ing ;  ?he  captain  roade  with  his  frigott  before  Cafteen's 
doore,  fent  his  lieur.  afhoare,  Caflcen  fpoake  to  him  and 
told  him,  but  upon  notice  of  the  Governor's  comeing> 
Cafteen  and  all  the  company  retired,  left  the  place  to  that 
and  left  his  houfe  (hutt ;  the  Governor 
landed,  with  other  gentlemen  with  him,  and  went  into  the 
houfe  and  found  a  fmall  altar  in  the  common  roome, 
which  altar,  and  fome  pi£lures  and  ordinary  ornaments, 
they  did  not  meddle  with  any  thing  belonging  thereto,  but 
tooke  away  all  his  armes,  powder,  fliott,  iron  kettles  and 
fome  trucking  cloath  and  his  chaires,  all  which  were  putt 
aboard  the  Rofe  and  laid  up  in  order  to  a  condemnation  of 
tradeing,  in  the  forte  at  Pemmequid  ;  at  their  reiurne, 
Dotice  being  irregularly  given  to  the  Indian  Sachem, 
neighbour  to  Cafteen,  rha^:  he  fliould  have  all  his  goods 
reftored  if  he  would  demand  rhem  at  Pemmequid  and 
come  under  obedience  to  the  King,  it  is  fuppofed  he  went 
and  acquainted  the  Governor  at  Port  Royall  of  it,  and 
how  refentcd  we  were  to  expert  by  the  returne  of  our 
fifting  veffels.  This  Cadeen  is  a  Frenchman,  has  lived 
there  many  yeares,  has  3  or  4  Indian  wives  and  goes  a 
hunting  with  the  Indians,  he  has  a  tradeing  houfe  and  fold 
the  Indians, armes  and  ammunition  in  the  late  Indian  wars; 
he  does  not  well  like  to  be  under  the  French  government, 
defires  to  live  indifferent.  His  Excellency  carryed  with 
him  carpenters  and  boards,  nailes  and  all  neceflary  {lores, 
intending  to  ere6l  a  forte  at  Ponopfcurt,  the  old  one,  as 
ihey  fay,  being  gone  to  ruin,  formerly  made  up  with  ftonc 
and  turte,  but  finding  none  there,  was  refolved  to  fpare 
that  charge  till  a  more  proper  time  offered,  and  in  his  Ex- 
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cellency'srciurne  from  Ponopfcutr,  5  or  6  leagues  off  from 
thence,  I  meete  the  Governor  ai  fea,  1  being  bound  to  Po- 
nopfcutr, but  I  then  returned  with  him  10  Pemmaquid, 
The  Governor  fent  out,  every  way,  meffengers  to  fummoil 
in  all  the  Indian  Sachems  ;  fuch  as  were  at  Pemmaquid 
at  his  firfl  arrival!,   (tayd   his   rcturne;  they    were  well 
treated  with  fhirts,  rumm  and  trucking  cloath,  but  his 
Excellency,  with  a  Ihortfpeech,  by  an  interpreter,  acquaint- 
ed them  that  they  (hould  not  fear  the  French,  that  he 
would  defend  them,  and  ordered  them  to  call  home  all 
their  young  men  and  they  Ihould  live  quietly  and  undi- 
flurbed.     There  1  went  to  one  Shurt,  town.clarke  of 
Pemmequid,  to  know  what  leafes  were  made  lately  and  by 
whom,  and  for  what  quitt  rent ;  he  told  me  that  above  2 
years  agoe  Capt.  Palmer  and  Mr.  Weft  produced  to  thent 
a  commiffion  from  Col.  Dongan,  to  difpofc  of  all  their 
land  to  whoever  would  take  leafes  at  5/  the  hundred 
acres  quirt  rent ;  they  lett  there  and  at  a  place  called  Dart- 
mouth, 1 2  or  16  miles  diftant  from  Pemmequid,  about  140 
leafes,  fome  had  800  or  1000  acres,  few  lefs  than  100, 
fome  but  g  or  4  acres,  and  all  paid  2/.  10s.  od.  for  paffmg 
their  grantes  of  100  acres  of  woodland   with  20  acres  of 
marlh,  wherever  itcouid  be  found ;  but  this  bred  a  great 
mifchicfe  amongft  the  people,  few  or  none  have  their  land 
meafured  or  marked,  they  were  in   hafte   and  gott  what 
they  could  ;  they  had  their  emiffaries  amongft  the  poore 
people  and  frighted  them  to  take  grantes,  fome  came  and 
complained  to  the  Governor  and  prayed  him  to  confirme 
their  rights,  which  he  refufed  to  doe,  the  commiffion  and 
whole  proceeding  being  illegall,  having  notice  they  were 
to  be  under  his  government,  they  refenied  it,  but  it  ferved 
their  lurne.     The  poor  have  been  very  much  opprelTed 
here,  the  forte  run  all  to  ruin  and  wants  a  greate  deale  to 
rcpaire  ir ;  the  Governor  has  ordered  ic  to  be  well   re- 
paired ;  it  ftands  very  well  to  command  a  very  good  ba}^ 
and  harbour  about  ir,  and   will   in  time  be  a  gooJ  places 
being  the  only  good  porte  for  all  veflels,  eaft ward,  to  ride 
well  and  fscdi  e  by  the  forte  from  dangc-ir.     At  this  time, 
O  0  ^  Capr, 
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Capt.Palmerand  Mr. Weft  laid  out  for  themfelves  fuch  Iar|^e 
lotrs,and  Mr.  Graham,  tho'  not  there,  had  a  child's portiorli 
I  think  fome  have  8  or  loooo  acres;!  hear  not  of  one 
penny  rent  comeing  in  to  the  King  from  them  who  have 
their  grants  conlirmed  at  Yorke,  and  this  5/ an  hundred 
acres  was  only  a  (ham  upon  the  people.  At  our  returne, 
we  fjw  very  good  land  at  Winter  harbour,  enough  to  make 
large  fettlemen^s  for  many  people:  The  Governor  will 
have  it  firil  meafured  and  then  furveyed,  and  then  will 
difpofe  of  it  for  fcttlements. 

Mr.  Graham  and  his  family  are  fefrled  in  BoRon,  he  is 
made  actourny  gencrall  and  now  the  Governor  is  (df^  in 
liis  New  Yorke  confidents,  all  others  being  (Ir angers  to  his 
councill.  My  coufen  Mafon  can  make  no  prcg»ci-  in  his 
buGnefs,  he  has  attempted  to  iry  his  title  a.  Pifcataqua, 
but  has  been  delayed  by  the  judges,  and  the  inhribitanis 
are  far  more  obftinare  than  formerly,  Mr.  Weft  haveing 
fold  fome  of  them  that  his  title  is  little  wonh.  All  Mr. 
Weft  aimes  at  is  to  have  the  pafiiag  gran  res  for  all  Mr. 
Mafon's  lands,  and  neither  he  nor  Graham  will  allow  that 
he  has  power  to  make  a  grante  to  any  tennant ;  ihey  are 
for  leiveing  him  out  of  all  The  newes  of  the  difTenters 
being  indulged  and  taken  into  favour,  at  home,  encouraged 
this  people,  and  the  judges  will  not  give  a  caufe  for  the 
King.  They  now  difpute  his  Excellency's  grantes  and 
plead  either  poffeilion  or  Indian  purchafe  in  barr  of  it. 
The  addition  of  New  Yorke  to  this  government  does  very- 
much  inlarge  our  bounds  and  may  be  of  greate  fervice  to 
fhe  crowne,  but  they  have  been  fqueezed  dry  by  Coloneil 
Pongan  and  his  agents  Weft  and  Graham,  that  there  is 
little  good  to  be  done.  Wc  are  in  greaic  expectation  of 
P'oyes  arrival!,  and  fome  preparations  are  makeing  for  a 
fouiharne  expedition,  but  1  believe  Sir  Edmund  will  not 
goe  into  New  Yorke  till  Col.  Dongan  is  removed  off  the 
place,  there  is  no  good  underftanding  betwixt  them,  and 
l;was  not  well  done  of  Palmer  and  Weft  to  tear  all  in  pieces 
that  was  fetrlfd  and  granted  at  Pemmequid  by  SirEdmund, 
that  was  ihe  fceeae  where  they  placed  and  difplaced  at 
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pleafure,  and  were  as  arbitrary  as  the  great  Turke;  fomc 
of  the  firft  fettlers  of  that  eafterne  country  were  denyed 
grants  of  their  own  lands,  whilli  the(e  men  have  given  the 
improved  lands  amongft  themfelves,  of  which  I  fuppofie 
Mr.  Hutchinfon  has  complained. 


Copy  of  aLetter  from  Mr.  Danforth  to  Mr.  NowelK 

Cambridge,  22.  8.  83. 
Hon.   Sir, 

THESE  are  only  to  returne  you  thanks  for  your  kind 
letter  dated  July  3.  88.  It  was  exceeding  welcome 
to  hearefrom  you,  and  the  good  afpe«^  that  his  Majeftie 
hath  towards  his  poor  New-England  fubjcfls.  1  hope 
mine  to  your  felfe,  by  Capr.  Belcher,  might  come  feafon^ 
ably  ;  only  let  me  advife  not  toprefcnt  any  thing  by  way 
of  complaint  to  his  Majeftie,  for  that  I  fearc  will  do  us 
more  hurt  than  good ;  it  may  be  of  ufe  to  prefent  to 
friends  to  lliew  the  reafon  why  we  fuppllcace  his  Majeftie 
for  the  confirmation  of  us  in  our  polTcirions,  and  that  he 
will  grant  us  the  fame  privileges  that  others  of  his  plan- 
rations  are  not  denyed,  namely  a  generall  affembly,  with-* 
out  which  our  condition  is  little  inferiour  to  abfolute  fta- 
very.  And  for  my  own  part,  if  that  cant  be  obtained,  I 
do  not  think  the  change  of  our  governour  will  eafc  any 
thing,  for  the  greater  intereft  at  court  will  add  greatly  to 
our  burthens,  and  emboulden  him  that  hath  the  power  ia 
hi^  hand  to  fqueafe  to  extremity.  1  entreat  you  whollj 
to  conceale  my  name  from  thofe  of  our  own  people  or 
others  that  you  confer  with,  for  it  may  do  me  much  harm 
and  no  good  to  the  publick.  I  (hall  think  long  till  1  hear 
the  iflue  of  matters. 

Concerning  thofe  matters  that  I  wrote  to  you  about,  re- 
ferring to  myfelfe,  I  have  received  a  letter  from  my  filter 
that  givss  i»ee  ac(;ount  the  time  bath  qqw  paired  (o  long 
Q  0  3  that 
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that  the  matter  is  hopelefs  to  find  out  any  thing,  and  there- 
fore would  not  have  you  give  yourfelf  any  trouble  about  it. 

Mr.  Peter  Bulkley  dyed  about  three  months  fmce,  and 
merely  his  fun  did  fet  in  a  cloud. 

It  hath  pleafed  God  again  to  fufTer  the  natives  to  do 
tis  mifchiefe  in  July  lad,  three  or  more  perfons  killed  at 
Qnackeage  on  Connedicot  river,  one  man  at  New  Haven, 
and  fundry  at  the  Eaftward,  fome  at  Kenebeck  and  Cape 
Porpos,  in  all,  about  twenty  fix  perfons  killed,  fo  that 
all  the  out  towns  are  driven  into  garrifons,  and  under 
great  affrightment.  Sir  Edmund  hath  lately  been  at 
New  York,  and  from  thence  to  Albany,  &c.  thorow  the 
country,  was  abfent  about  1 1  weeks,  and,  as  1  hear,  will 
not  allow  it  to  be  called  a  war,  but  murtherous  afts,  and 
he  will  inquire  the  grounds; is  not  pleafed  that  any  foldiers 
xyere  levyed,  in  his  abfence,  to  fend  eaftward,  and  hath  re- 
leafed  fromprifon  Indians  that  were  fent  thence,  i.  e.  from 
eaftward.  The  winter  is  now  upon  us,  but  whether  that 
will  occafion  the  fucceiTion  of  mifchiefe  I  know  not,  but 
people  are  generally  much  afFrayd  what  will  be  the  iftue. 
In  cafe  fomething  be  not  obtayned  for  fcttleraent  of  pro- 
perty and  reftreyning  rigor  in  making  orders,  which  they 
call  lawe,  and  levying  money,  I  fear  what  hath  been  done 
at  court  will  exafperate  and  pofTibly  may  double  the  tale 
of  brick.  1  am  exceeding  fenfible  that  it  is  very  difficult 
for  our  friends  on  the  place  to  do  much,  unlefs  God  do  in 
more  than  ordinary  manner  infpire  the  heart  of  his  Ma- 
jeftie  to  favour  us.  Wee  are  in  no  capacity  to  do  any 
thing,  not  fo  much  as  to  pay  what  is  of  neceftiry  to  be 
done  to  officers,  &c.  in  cafe  his  Majefties  favour  ftiould  be 
great,  nor  may  wee  meet  in  our  feverall  towns  to  confider 
pf  any  thing  for  our  own  good,  at  home  or  abroad,  (as  the 
inclofed  copie  of  their  order  will  fhew  you,  an  unheard  of 
tyranny)  fo  that  fliould  any  diftDurfe  for  us,  I  can't,  for 
my  own  part,  fee  how  it  can  poffibly  be  gained  to  repay, 
and  yet  people  are  at  prefent  in  great  expectation  that, 
fo  many  of  our  friends  being  on  the  place,  fomething  wil} 
be  gained. 

I  had 
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I  had  noc  thought  to  have  wrote  now,  and  therefore 
commending  all  to  God,  with  whom  ail  things  are  polTible, 
with  my  kind  falutes,  I  rake  leave,  and  am 

Sir,     Your  affe61ionarc  friend 

and  fervant,  T.  Dr 

I  againc  befeech  you  to  conceale 
my  name  from  all  men,  ior  you 
well  know  how  great  an  obje£l 
I  am  of  their  hatred. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from    Mr.  Thomas  Danforth 
to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Increafe  Mather. 

Cambridge  in  N.E.  July  30th,  1689. 
Rev.  Sir, 

YOUR  loveing  lines  were  with  much  joy  received  and 
read  by  me,  for  which  I  humbly  blefs  God,  and 
return  yourfelfe  many  thanks.  By  reafon  of  the  great 
expectation  of  your  fudden  arrivall  (with  other  of  yoar 
friends)  I  did  willingly  omict  writeing  unto  you  by  the 
lall  opportunity,  but  now,  confidering  the  times  arc  among 
ihofe  things  rcferved  by  God  to  his  own  difpofe,  I  (hall 
adventure  the  rifke  of  a  few  lines,  committing  yourfelfe 
and  my  endeavours  herein  to  the  good  providence  of  God. 
Its  now  14  weeks  fince  the  revolution  of  the  government; 
here,  the  manner  whereof,  before  thefe  can  reach  you,  will 
fpread  farr  and  nearc ;  future  confequences  wee  are  igno- 
rant of,  yet  wee  know  that,  at  prefeni,  wee  are  eafed  of 
thofe  great  opprefTions  that  wee  groaned  under,  by  the  ex* 
ercife  of  an  arbitrary  and  illegall  commifTion,  fome  briefe 
account  whereof  is  contained  in  the  declaration  publiflicd 
rhe  fame  day,  a  coppie  whereof  I  herewith  fend  you. 
The  bufmes  was  a6led  by  the  foldiers  that  came  armed 
into  Boflon  from  all  parts,  to  the  great  amazement  of  all 
beholders,  being  greatly  animated  by  the  Prince's  declara* 
lions,  which  about  that  time  came  into  the  country,  and 
O  0  4  heightned 
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heightened  by  the  opprelTions  of  the  governor,  judges, 
and  the  mofl  wicked  extortion  of  their  debauched  officers. 
The  ancient  magillrates  and  elders,  although  they  had 
ftrenupufly  advifed  to  further  waiting  for  orders  from 
England,  and  difcouraged  any  attempts  of  that  nature  (o 
farr  as  they  had  opportunity,  yet  were  they  now  com- 
pelled to  alTifi:  with  their  prefence  and  councells  for  the 
prevention  of  blood(hed,  which  had  mod:  certainly  been 
the  ilTue  if  prudent  counfells  had  not  been  given  to  both 
parties.  A  coppie  of  that  paper  fent  Sir  Edm.  Androfs  I 
have  herewith  fent  you,  upon  which  he  forthwith  came 
and  furrendered  himfelfe.  The  fame  day,  about  30  more 
of  the  principal!  perfons  of  that  knot  were  fecured.where- 
of  fome  were  quickly  releafed,  and  fome  yet  remaine  un- 
der redraint.  Eight  of  whom,  viz.  Mr.  Dudley.  Sir  Ed- 
mund, Mf.  Rmdolph,  Mr.  Weft,  Mr.  Palmer,  Mr.  Grai- 
ham,  Mr.  Sherlock,  Mr.  Farwell,  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  people,  at  their  lad  feilions,  voted  unbailable.  Mr. 
Dudley  in  a  peculiar  manner  is  the  object  of  the  peoples 
difpleafure,  even  thorowout  all  the  colonies  where  he  hath 
fat  judge,  they  deeply  refent  his  coriefpondency  with 
that  wicked  man  Mr.  Randolph  for  the  overturning  the 
government, and  the  manner  of  his  procuring  his  prefident- 
ihip,  his  exrream  covetoufnes,  getting  to  himfelf  fo  many 
bags  of  money,  to  the  ruinating  of  trade,  and  fince  Sir 
Edmund's  arrivall  here,  hath  been  his  great  inftrument  in 
the  oppreffion  of  the  people,  choofing  rather  to  do  that 
bafe  drudgerie  then  to  difpleafe,  and  thereby  endanger  the 
loiTe  of  his  honor  and  gaine.  7"hefe  and  fuch  like  things 
have  made  him  vile  in  the  eyes  of  all  generally  both  good 
and  bad,  fo  that  the  governor  and  cooncill,  though  they 
have  done  their  uttermoft  to  procure  his  inlargcmenr,  yet 
cant  prevaile,  but  the  people  will  have  him  in  the  jciile, 
and  when  he  hath  been  by  iheir  order  turned  out,  by 
force  and  tumult  they  fetch  him  in  againe,  and  both  l)e 
and  the  refl  of  them  there  remaine  till  releafed  by  orders 
from  England.  Tarn  deeply  fenfible  that  we  liave  a 
woife  by  the  e^rs.    This  one   thing  be;ng  circumlbnced 

with 


COLLECTION   of    PAPERS.       s^V 

with  much  difficulty,  the  people  will  not  permit:  any  io- 
iargement,  they  having  accufed  them  of  ireafon  againft 
their  king  and  country  ;  and  thofe  reftrained,  they,  threa^ 
ten  at  a  high  rate  for  being  denyed  an  habeas  corpus. 
1  do  therefore  e^rneftly  entreat  of  you  to  procure  the  beft 
advice  you  can  in  this  matter  that,  if  poffible,  the  good  in- 
tents of  the  people  and  their  loyalty  to  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land may  uoc  turn  to  their  prejudice.  The  example  of 
England,  the  declarations  put  forth  by  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  now  our  King,  the  alrerarion  of  the  government 
in  England  making  rhe  arbitrary  commifTion  of  Sir 
Edmund  null  and  void  in  the  law  ;  thefe  confiderations, 
in  conjun<^ion  with  the  great  oppreffions  they  lay 
under,  were  fo  far  prevalent  in  the  minds  of  all,  that 
although  feme  could  not  advife  to  the  enterprife,  yet 
are  hopefuil  that  we  fhail  not  be  greatly  blamed,  but  fhall 
have  a  pardon  granted  for  any  error  the  law  will  charge 
us  with  in  this  matter.  The  exercife  of  Sir  Edmund's 
coramiffion,  fo  contrarie  to  the  magna  charta,  is  forely 
enough  to  call  him  to  account  by  his  fuperiours,  and  alfo 
Mr.Dudley  that  led  the  van  in  that  tragedy;  and  for  others 
of  them,  may  we  be  quit  of  them,  as  we  hope  for  no  good 
from  them)  fo  we  are  farr  from  defiring  to  revenge  our 
felves  upon  them,  lee  what  they  have  met  with  be  a  warn- 
ing to  others  how  they  efTay  to  opprefs  their  Maje^ies 
good  fubje6^s  any  more  in  that  kind.  1  crave  an  anfwer 
hereunto  by  the  firft  opportunity. 

I  mud  alfo  yet  a  little  further  acquaint  you  that  fundry 
of  rhofe  gentlemen  and  merchants  that  were  very  aflive 
in  this  matter  on  the  day  of  the  revolution  yet,  fmce,  mif- 
fing of  what  they  expedled  the  people  univerfally  crying 
up  their  charter  priviledges  and  urging  the  old  governor 
and  magiflrates  to  realTume  the  former  government  all 
which  they  were  dellgned  to  oppofe  but  had  hopes  to 
advance  their  private  interefts  of  which  finding  themfelves 
Dowdifappointed,are  greatly  difconiented  and  fpeake  high- 
ly againft  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  and  prefecr 
governmem  aud,  as  we  arc  informed,  fundry  of  them,  moilly 

fatftor^; 
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favors  and  Grangers,  have  drawn  a  petition  to  the  lords 
of  the  committee  for  forreign  plantations,  pretending 
loyalty  and  advance  of  revenue  to  the  crown,  and  highly 
inveighing  againft  the  government  and  people,  whereas,  in 
truth,  they  are  the  tranrgrcffors  of  thofe  adls  for  trade  and 
navigation,  and  thofe  whom  they  complain  againft  are  ge- 
nerally unconcerned  in  cither,  and  fo  uncapable  to  do  the 
thing  they  accufe  them  of.  If  any  thing  of  this  nature  be 
prefented,  let  me  intreat  you  feduloufly  to  divert  the  mif- 
chief  intended  and  fend  me  a  coppie  thereof  by  the  firft 
opportunity. 

Capr.  George,  commander  of  the  Rofe  frigotr,  was  alfo 
the  fame  day  with  the  reft  of  that  knott  feizcd,  reports 
Being  fpread  by  fundry  of  his  men,  that  he  intended  for 
France,  thereto  waiteon  the  late  King  James,  and  before 
his  departure  to  fliew  his  fpleen  againft  Bofton,  fo  that  the 
people  were  afraid  of  being  murdered  and  burnt  up  in 
their  beds,  the  lieutenant  alfo  a  known  papift.  The  fails 
of  the  frigott  are  brought  on  fhore  and  fecured  till  the  ,c;o- 
vernment  here  receive  their  Majefty's  order,  for  which 
deed  its  hoped  we  fiiall  not  receive  blame.  We  do  crave 
that  the  circumftances  of  our  cafe  and  condition  in  all  ref- 
pe<^s  may  be  confidered.  Nature  hath  taught  us  felfe 
prefervation  :  God  commands  it,  as  being  the  rule  of  cha- 
rity towards  our  neighbour  :  Our  great  remorenes  from 
England  denysus  the  opportunity  of  dire6lion  and  ordei" 
from  thence  for  the  regulating  ourfelves  in  ail  imergencie?^, 
nor  have  we  meanes  to  know  the  laws  and  cuftomes  of  our 
nation :  Thefe  things  are  our  great  difadvantage :  We  have 
alwayes  endeavoured  to  approve  ourfelves  loyall  to  the 
crown  of  England,  and  are  well  afTured  that  none  of  our 
worft  enemyes  dare  ro  tax  us  in  that  matter,  and  we  have 
alfo  laboured  to  attend  the  directions  of  our  charter,under 
the  fecurity  whereof  were  laid  by  our  fathers  the  foun- 
dation of  this  his  Majefties  colony,  and  we  are  not  with- 
out hopes  but  that  before  you  do  receive  thefe  lines  we 
iliall  receive  from  their  royall  Majefties  the  confirmation 
of  our  charter,  with  fuch  addition  of  privileges  as  may  ad- 
vance 


COLLECTION     of    PAPERS.       571 

.  vance  the  revenue  of  the  crown,  and  be  an  encouragenncnt 
to  their  Majeflies  fubje^^s  here.  In  mean  lime  we  (hall  pray 
for  the  long  and  happie  reign  of  their  Majefties,  and  God's 
blefling  to  be  on  his  people  in  all  their  three  kingdoms. 

Committing  yourfeife  and  all  your  pious  endeavours  for 
the  felicity  of  this  part  of  God's  church  to  the  prote£lioa 
and  bleffmg  of  God  Almighty.         Dear  Sir, 

I  am  your  friend  and  fervanr, 

Tho.Danforth. 


Copy  of  a  Letter   from   Mr.  Randolph   to  the 
Governor  of  Barbados. 

Goal  in  Bofton,  May  1 6.  8p. 
Sir, 

By  a  heady  multitude  poffefled  with  jealoufyes  that 
our  Governor,  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  was  a  papift 
and  intended  to  bring  on  the  French  and  Indians  to  cut  off 
the  inhabitants,  a  general!  infurreftion  was  intended  and 
fo  perfe<^ed  on  the  i8th  of  Aprill  laft,  that  the  Governor, 
hoping  to  fecure  himfelfe  in  our  fort,  miffed  an  opportu- 
nity of  going  aboard  the  Rofe  frigott,  then  at  anchor  in 
the  harbour,  and  fo,  being  overpowered,  wee  were  taken 
prifoners  of  w^arr,  as  the  filly  multitude  told  us.  Thk 
proceeded  from  a  dayly  expe<51ation  (that  one  Mather,  one 
of  their  minilters  in  Bofton,  had  raifed  by  his  letters  to 
them  from  court  in  the  height  of  popery)  of  a  new  charter. 
I  know  he  or  any  other  (having  firfi:  fubfcribed  to  re- 
pealing their  penall  lawes  and  teft)  might  for  their  money 
obtain  fair  promifcs  of,  and  he  had  fo  far  prevailed  with 
Sir  Thomas  Powis,  atturney  gencrall,  that  he  had  obtained 
a  report  in  their  favour,  upon  many  falfe  fuggeftions, 
which,  immediately  on  the  P.  of  Orange  his  intending  to 
vifit  the  court  of  England  vaniftied  ;  however,  he  had  no 
other  engine  to  draw  fupplyes  of  money  from  the  diflatif- 
&c4  party  hcre^  bu^t  to  feed  tbcia  ujp  with  affurances  of  a 

new 
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new  and  much  larger  charter.  They  were  impatient  a: 
his  delay  and,  hearing  the  ncwes  that  all  papifis  were 
cither  fecured  or  fled  out  of  England,  and  would  not  bc^ 
lieve  but  Sir  Edmund  was  a  papid  and  his  commifTion  ar- 
bitrary and  calculated  onely  for  the  fuppreffing  all  pcrfons 
of  a  different  perfwafion ;  they  caballed  and  accordingly 
executed  their  principall  refolutions :  They  have  not  yet 
fent  to  England,  expelling  Mather,  their  Mahometr,  or  ac 
lead  particular  orders  from  court,  which  will  not  operate 
here  unlefTe  confonant  to  their  humours.  We  have,  at  this 
day,  above  loo  perfons  equally  concerned  as  confervators 
of  the  peace,  but  their  power  fignifies  nothing,  further 
than  it  pleafes  the  people;  fometymes  they  are  for  having 
their  old  magiftrates  reaffume  their  former  government  j 
fometymes  to  form  a  new  modell  of  government ;  but 
their  being  many  more  ready  (and  of  neceffity  difpofed)  to 
pull  down  than  build  up,  they  know  not  what  to  be  att ; 
Some,  that  have  eftares  and  (hipping  abroad,  feare  they 
have  done  more  than  they  can  anfwer,  believing  other  go- 
vernments will  treat  them  as  revolters  from  their  alle- 
giance, and  give  them  neither  proteflion  nor  lett  them  de- 
part till  they  have  orders  from  home  how  to  treat  them. 
This  you  may  pleafe  to  communicate  to  the  other  govern- 
ments leeward  of  you,  to  whom  I  have  not  an  opportu- 
nity to  write,  who,  I  am  well  afTured,  will  aifo  highly 
refent  it,  and  fo  will  the  prefent  conftitution  at  home, 
whoever  be  in  the  throne,  and  not  fufFer  fo  high  an  in- 
dignity to  be  putt  upon  the  moft  authentick  authority  any 
Prince  can  give  his  fubje£ls  for  their  fecurity  md  pro- 
tection, whilrt  they  aCl  by  a  power  confirmed  by  the  broad 
feal.  God  onely  knowes  how  aftaircs  (land  at  home.  I 
am  confident  they  will  never  part  with  me,  unlefle  de- 
manded, by  a  force  or  their  iliips  (loped  in  the  plantations 
till  I  am  delivered  up  for  their  liberty  and  licence  to  trade. 
This  country  is  poor,  the  exaft  execution  of  the  aCls  of 
trade  hath  much  impoverifhed  them ;  all  the  blame  lyes 
upon  me,  who  firfl:  attacked  and  then  overthrew  their 
charrer,  and  was  made  the  ofEceF  to  continue  their  Egyp- 
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tian  fcrvitude,  by  my  office  of  collei^or,  &c  I  intreat  you 
to  rcprefent  my  (late  to  the  Earls  of  Clarendon  and  Ro- 
cheftcr,  by  the  firft  opportunity,  and  that  the  Governor 
and  I  may  be  feni  tor  home  by  fome  frigotts.  I  mud 
tonferte  there  have  been  ill  men  from  New-York,  who 
have  too  much  fluddied  the  difeafe  of  this  people,  and 
both  in  courts  and  councills  they  have  not  been  treated 
well.  However,  nothing  done  can  amount  to  countenance 
fuch  an  open  rebellion,  and,  were  I  in  England,  1  muft 
advife  agenerall  pardon,  many  hundred  of  innocent  per- 
fons  being  forced  to  a£l,  otherwife  to  be  imprifoned ;  and 
the  kingdome  of  England  cannot  loofe  this  country  nor 
govern  it  without  fome  refpe£l  and  allowance  to  the  weak- 
nes  of  thofe  who  are  miflead  and  the  force  of  education 
and  the  byas  of  common  prejudices :  However,  we  arc, 
at  prefent,  as  much  diflra<5led  and  as  far  from  cementing 
into  any  fort  of  government  as  at  the  building  of  Babcll. 
God  onely  keeps  them  from  dellroying  us. 

You  will  have  one  Robert  Glanvill  from  Salem,  mafter 
of  a  ketch,  he  was  imprifoned  here,  for  an  abettor  of  py*- 
rates,  and  was  imprifoned  with  7  pyrates,  he  can  tell  you 
their  names;  he  brought  into  this  country  3700  and  odd 
Spani(h  hides,  robb'd  from  a  Porrugefle  velTell,  the  mea 
thrown  overboard,  with  other  goods  to  the  value  of  about 
2000/.  This  is  all  proved  by  fufficient  witnelTes  and  they 
kept  in  goal  till  fome  particular  order  from  Sir  Robert 
Holmes.  About  0<^.  lad,  he  fent  his  commiffion  to  the 
Governor  and  myfclfe,  dated  the  26  Aug.  88.  which  we 
receiving  not  till  November,  and  the  Governor  and  I  flay- 
ing to  the  eaflward  till  the  limite  was  pad,  could  not  a- 
gree  upon  a  method  of  proceeding  againd  them,  in  regard 
they  ftood  upon  the :r  juftification,  but  rather,  wee  could 
not  be  alTiired  of  a  jury  that  would  find  againd  them,  up- 
on the  mod  evident  proofe,  but  now  they  are  at  liberty, 
have  their  goo.Js,  and  perhaps  may  bring  fome  of  the 
hides,  or  barrels  of  fmall  barrs  of  copper  to  your  ifland  : 
However,  I  think  the  ketch  is  forfeited  for  bringing  in 
the  pyrates  and  iheir  goods  to  this  country,  knowing  the 

men 
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men  to  be  fuch,  for  Glanvili,  in  his  ketch,  fay  led  in  com- 
pany with  the  pyrates,  in  the  vefTell  they  toolce,  as  far  as 
New  England ;  he  went  to  Salem,  appointed  to  meet  them 
at  Port  a  Bear,  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  did  to  and  carried  f  hem 
fupplyes  and  provifions ;  when  rhey  burned  the  veiTell 
and  brought  away  the  goods  in  this  ketch  and  other  yefl'els. 
This  I  heartily  refer  to  your  condudl  and  privacy,  my  life 
Jying  at  (lake  for  the  lead  difcovery.  I  cannot  truft  Mr. 
Rudger,  father  in  law  to  Mr.  Weft,  with  us,  who  has  beea 
a  great  indrument  in  impofmg  upon  this  people. 

Sir,   I  wi(h  you  all  happinefs  and  remain   Sir   your 
humble  fervanr,  Ed.  Randolph. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.Randolph  to  Dr. Cook, 

Common  Goal,  Nov.  25th, 
Sir, 

YOUR  treating  Sir  Edmund  Androfs  like  a  gentle- 
man when  you  were  !afl  at  the  Caftie,  (hall  be  re- 
membered with  refpe<ft.  By  letters  from  my  friends  in 
England  I  hear  I  am  (but  by  what  means  I  yet  know  not) 
made  iheir  Majcfties  prifoner  and  to  be  fent  fafe  toWhItc* 
hall,  'twill  be  a  favour  to  me  and  the  reft  of  the  gentlemen 
with  me  if  the  poor  wounded  man,  who  has  lain  16  days 
rotting  in  his  own  excrement,  might  be  taken  and  remov- 
ed into  fome  other  warm  place,  that  we  be  not  infe<^ed 
with  the  vehement  ftench  ;  and  chriftianicy  dirc<^s  that  he 
be  not  fuffcred  to  perilh  and  others  with  him  for  want  of 
fpeedy  redreffe,  twill  be  an  aggravating  circumflance  of 
our  imprifonment.  If  you  pleafe  to  call  on  me  as  you 
come  this  way  and  tafte  a  glaffc  of  cyder  you  (hall  be  wel- 
come. Be  confident  nothing  (hall  render  me  otherwife 
than  a  hearty  friend  to  all  good  men. 

I  am  yours,  Ed.  Randolph. 


Cop/ 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  General  Court  to  chc 
Rev.  Mr.  Increafe  Mather  in  London. 

Much  honoured  and  dear  Sir, 

YOUR  mod  worthy  indefatigable  and  unwearied  la- 
bour and  fervice  voluntarily  undertaken  for  the 
good  of  this  your  country,  attended  with  fo  much  difficulty 
and  hazard  to  your  perfon,asit  befpeaks  your  ready  obe- 
dience to  the  command  of  Chrift  in  denying  yourfelfc,  fp 
it  calls  for  our  hearty  acknowledgments  and  real  teftimO'* 
nies  of  gratitude,  and  wee  pray  may  be  glorioully  reward- 
ed by  the  God  of  New-England.  That  you  have  not  ere 
this  had  an  account  of  our  affaires  particularly  dire£lcd 
unto  your  felfe,  proceeded  neither  from  forget fullncfs  nor 
negfedl,  but  folely  from  our  daily  expectations  of  feeing 
you  here,  wee  being  fo  long  time  without  any  intelligence 
from  England.  Your  providential  deteinure  behind  our 
friends,  who  arrived  about  two  months  fince,  wee  hope 
was  in  mercy,  and  will  turn  to  our  advantage.  We  under- 
ftand  there  feem'd  ro  be  an  abfolute  neceffity  of  your  ap- 
pearance for  us.  Wee  have  thought  it  advifeable  to  fend 
over  our  worthy  friends  Mr.  Eliflia  Cooke  and  Mr.  Tho- 
mas Oakes,  (who  are  knowing  and  well  acquainted  with 
all  tranfaflions  and  the  (late  of  our  affaires)  whom  wee  have 
joyned  incommiflion  with  the  right  hon.SirHenryAfliurft-, 
knr.  and  baronet  and  yourfelfe,  as  our  agents  and  reprefen- 
tatives  in  England,  or  fo  many  of  you  as  fhall  be  there rc- 
fidentjand  given  them  inftrudiions.  The  informations  and 
evidences  wee  have  gathered  up  againfl  Sir  Ed.  Androfs, 
and  the  others  fent  home  with  him,  they  bring  with  them, 
though  they  fall  greatly  (hort  of  what'  might  have  been 
procured  had  not  wee  been  under  the  difadvantage  of  mif- 
fing to  finde  Sir  Edmunds  papers  at  the  time  of  the  revo- 
lution, which  we  then  fuppofed  to  be  burnt,  or  otherwiffj: 
made  away  with,  and  many  of  their  a(fiings  in  things  that 
would  make  them  moft  obnoxious,  were  fo  fubrilly  carryed 
on  as  not  to  be  co.mmittied  to 'writing  that  might  afterwards 
rife  up  againft  (hem.    Wee  expea  no  lefs  than  that  they 

will 
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will  greatly  afpcrfe  and  calumniate  this  people,  and  endea- 
vour to  load  them  with  ail  the  infamy  imaginable.  Wee 
'hope  our  friends,  now  fent,  will  be  reafonably  provided  to 
take  off  the  mod  of  them,  unto  whom  wee  muft  refer  you 
and  to  the  papers.  You  will  not  wonder  to  fee  fo  great  a 
number  of  that  fociety  of  men  come  over,  whom  wee  arc 
glad  to  get  rid  of,  they  having  been  induflrioufly  diligent 
to  interrupt  and  difturbour  publique  affaires  here  to  our 
no  fmall  di  fad  vantage.  Wee  have  endeavoured  to  make 
fottie  provifion  by  this  conveyance  for  ihedifchargeof  our 
jufl  debts  in  England,  and  refer  it  to  yourfelfe  and  others 
our  friends  joyned  with  you  in  commifTion,  to  make  fome 
foitable  prefent  unto  fuch  of  thofe  honourable  gentlemen 
"who  have  befriended  and  afTifted  our  affaires  at  the  court, 
unto  divers  of  whom  wee  have  written  particularly,  and 
fent  the  letters  open,  that  fo  you  might  have  the  perufal 
of  them.  Wee  have  been  necefTitated,  for  the  quiet  of  the 
people  and  prefervation  of  the  peace,  to  take  the  highefl 
fleps  in  admlniftration  of  government,  by  trying,  condem- 
ning and  executeing  fome  notorious  criminals,  found  guilty 
of  piracyes  and  murder,  without  doing  which  wee  could 
not  have  lived,  hopeing  for  a  favourable  refentment  and 
acceptance  of  what  wee  have  done  therein,  and  doubt  not 
of  your  affiilance  thereto;  praying  the  continuance  of 
your  care,  paines  and  labour,  to  endeavour  the  full  obtain- 
ing of  all  that  good  you  have  wifhed  and  induflrioufly  in- 
tended the  procureing  for  us,  if  the  Lord  (ball  pleafe  to 
facceed  therein;  unto  whofe  gracious  guidance  and  pro- 
teflion  wee  heartily  commend  you,  praying  that  God  will 
mercifully,  in  his  good  time,  reiurne  you  unto  us,  that  wt-e 
may  fee  your  face  againe  with  joy;  and  earneltly  begging 
your  conftant  remembrance  of  us  at  the  throne  of  grace, 
that  God  may  gracioufly  guide  and  conduft  us  in  all  the 
arduous  affaires  under  our  hand,  fo  as  may  be  to  his. glory 
and  our  owne  and  this  people's  everlafling  good  and  corn- 
forte,  with  the  tenders  of  our  unfeigned  refpedls,  wee 
.  fubfcribe,  Sir,     Your  mod  aife^lionate  and 

hearty  friendr, 
Boflon  in  New  England,  Sim.  Bradflreer,  Gor, 

29  January  1689.  in  the  name  of  the  gen.  court. 
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